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Gola’dan Merhaba...

Gola, bir onceki caligmasinda, gectigimiz yiizyilin ortalarinda bolgemize giren ve
ekim alanu siirekli genisleyen cay1 ve cayin Dogu Karadeniz halkina, dogasina sos-
yal, ekonomik ve ekolojik etkilerini ¢cok yonlii olarak ele almigt1. Biitiinciil bir ba-
kigla Dogu Karadeniz bélgesinin toprak, su, tarimsal cesitliligini ele aldigimiz bir
dizinin parcasi olan bu calismada, karadan denize, bir deniz olarak Karadeniz'e
yoneliyoruz ve okuyucularimizi Karadeniz tizerine diigiinmeye ve farkindalik ge-
listirmeye caligiyoruz.

Hemserilik kimligimize de adini vermis Karadeniz, kiiltiiriimiiziin; bizi var
eden degerlerimizin bir parcasi. Karadeniz eski ¢aglardan beri yore halkina ve
cografyasina kendi ismini vermis. ilk¢aglardan giiniimiize Karadeniz'in bilhassa
giineydogusuna verilen Pontus adi, eski Yunancada da deniz anlamina gelirken,
sonradan bu bolgeye de isim olmugtur. Bu olgudan binlerce yil sonra, Tiirkcede de
Karadenizli deyince ¢ogu insanin aklinda ayn1 bélgenin canlanmasi bir tesadiif
olmasa gerek.

igte bu calisma Karadeniz'e dair balik¢ilik, denizcilik, tasimacilik, sahil yolu
gibi konulara bilimsel oldugu kadar korumac bir bakis acisini, ekolojiyi ve top-
lumsal cinsiyeti de gozeterek odaklaniyor. Fakat belirtmek gerekir ki, insanlar ken-
di kimliklerine tarafsiz kalamazlar, bu sebeple kitab1 yayina hazirlayan ekip olarak,
asla tarafsiz degiliz ve bilakis Karadeniz'in ve doganin tarafini 1srarla tutuyoruz!

Yiizol¢limiine nazaran ince bir iplikle Akdeniz havzasina ve oradan da okya-
nusa baglanan Karadeniz, cevresindeki iilkelerin yiikiinii cekmis, agir sinai ham-
lelerinin ve biiyiik sehirlerin olusturdugu atiklarin yildan yila biriktigi bir i¢ deniz.
Hamsinin ve artik soyu neredeyse titkenmis olan mersin morinasinin anavatani,
Argonotlarin misafir sevmez denizi, bahr-i siyah, kara deniz... Karadeniz'in hika-
yesinin ve bu hikaye etrafinda sekillenen iligkilerin izini siirmek tizere sizleri Ka-
radeniz iizerine diigiinmeye davet ediyoruz.

Iyi okumalar!

[rfan Cagatay Aleksiva






Hello from Gola...

Gola, in its previous work, dealt with tea, which entered our region in the middle
of the last century and whose cultivation area was constantly expanding, and
the social, economic, and ecological effects of tea on the people and nature of
the Eastern Black Sea. This study is part of a series in which we examine the soil,
water, and agricultural diversity of the Eastern Black Sea region with a holistic
view. We take as a subject from land to sea, to the Black Sea as a sea, and try to raise
awareness and think on the Black Sea for our readers.

The Black Sea, has given its name to our citizenship identity; It's part of our
values that make us exist and culture. The Black Sea has given its own name to
the local people and geography since ancient times. The name Pontus, which has
been given to the southeast of the Black Sea since ancient times, in Greek also
means sea, and later became a name for this region. It should not be a coincidence
that thousands of years after this phenomenon, the same region comes to life in
most people's minds when the Black Sea region is mentioned in Turkish.

This study focuses on issues such as fishing, maritime, transportation, and
coastal roads in the Black Sea region, considering a conservationist perspective as
well as a scientific one and looking out for ecology and gender. But must be careful
that people cannot turn a blind eye to their own identity. As the editorial team of
this book, we are not impartial. On the contrary, we insist on the side of the Black
Sea and nature!

As compared with the Black Sea acreage, it is connected to the Mediterranean
basin and the ocean with a thin thread. It is an inland sea that has taken the
burden of the surrounding countries, where heavy industrial moves and wastes
created by big cities accumulate from year to year. The homeland of the anchovy
and the almost extinct acipenser huso, the inhospitable sea of the Argonauts, the
black sea, The Black Sea... We invite you to trace the story of the Black Sea and the
relationships formed around the Black Sea.

Have A Good Reading!

[rfan Cagatay Aleksiva






Baslarken...

Elinizde tuttugunuz bu kitap Gola olarak yagsadigimiz cografyamiz Karadeniz'i an-
lama ve ona dair bilgi iiretme ¢abasinin bir parcasi olarak iklim Krizi ve Karadeniz
projemizin merkezinde yer alan ‘Kara'dan Ote: Deniz Olarak Karadeniz'e Bakmak’
cevrimici calistayimizin ¢iktilarindan biridir. Mavi ve yesilin birlikteligi olarak ifa-
de edilen Karadeniz'e, bugiine kadar deniz odakl hi¢ bakmadigimizin itirafiyla,
giris yazimizda bizi deniz olarak Karadeniz'e bakmaya yonlendiren kosullari, dert
edindiklerimizi, projemizin diger ayaklarin ve kitabin kurgusunu aktaracagiz.

Gola Dogu Karadeniz Caligmalar1 Grubu olarak uzunca bir siiredir Karadeniz'i
ve Karadeniz'in etrafinda sekillenen yesilini, dogasini, biyocesitliligini, kiiltiiriinii
ve dilini yasatmay1 dert edinen igler yiiriitiiyor, bunlari kayit altina almak icin fa-
aliyetlerde bulunuyoruz. Bu uzun soluklu ve degerli mirasin {izerine 2021 yilinda
Heinrich Béll Stiftung Dernegi Tiirkiye Temsilciligi katkisi ile gerceklestirdigimiz
Cay Caligtayi&Forumu ve ‘Caydan Ote: Tarladan Demlige Mekanda ve Bellekte
Cay/ Beyond Tea: From Field to Pot, Tea in Space and Memory” kitabi bizlere bilgi
tiretim siirecine transdisipliner ve sanatsal bir bakis acisin1 da kapsayan; yerel ile
merkez arasinda farkli iliskilenmelere olanak saglayan bir siirecin kapisin aralad.
Yine ayn y1l Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Dernegi Tiirkiye Temsilciligi destegi ile 6z-
giin podcastler® iiretmeye basladik. Bu iiretimlerden birisi olan kiymetli calisma
arkadagimiz Ozlem Sendeniz’in yaptig1 Koyu Yegil Podcast serisinin béliimlerin-
den, sevgili hocamiz Nesrin Algan ile yaptig1 “Nesrin Algan ile Bir Deniz Olarak
Karadeniz'e Bakmak” boliimii, 17 yili agkin siiredir yerelde ve merkezde ekoloji
miicadeleleri ile i¢ ice olan, dogaya biitiinliik¢ii yaklasmak icin farkindalik cals-
malarn yiiriiten bir sivil toplum kurulusu olarak bizleri Karadeniz'in deniz olma
haline kargi neredeyse kayitsiz oldugumuz gercegi ile yiizlestirdi. ‘Olmekte olan
denizlerden biri’ olarak listelenen Karadeniz'in kars1 kargiya oldugu tehditlerden
zaman zaman haberdar olmamiza ragmen, birer kara canlis1 olarak anlamak i¢in
bile olsa, Kara'dan dteye neredeyse hi¢c bakmadigimiz fark ettik. Cay calistayinda
edindigimiz tecriibe ve kurdugumuz partnerlik, bizim i¢in yeni olan bu alan, ik-
lim krizi ekseninde insanin iklim ve deniz iizerindeki etkilerini de kapsayacak ge-
kilde aktarma ¢abasina girismemize vesile oldu. Bu merak, heves ve biraradaliktan
aldigimiz giig ile 28-29 Mayis ve 4 Haziran 2022 tarihlerinde zoom platformunda
gerceklestirdigimiz cahstayda farkli disiplinlerden gelen akademisyen, aktivist,
arastirmaci ve sanatgcl ile bulustuk.

1 Kitaba erismek igin: https://www.golader.org/projeDetay/21

2 Podcastlere erismek igin: https://www.golader.org/podcast - Spotify calma listesi: https://open.spotify.
com/playlist/2udTLMG4ZFIiKOyS39RiM97?si=604b7888b5f64470
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Karadan Ote: Deniz Olarak Karadeniz’e Bakmak

Kara’dan Ote’de, Maviden Beri'de
Tarih 6ncesi donemlerden beri Karadeniz pek ¢ok farkl ad ile anila gelmistir. Ka-
radeniz'in kara ya da kasvetli deniz anlamina gelen en eski ad1 Yunanca Pontos
Axeinos (Euxeinos) daha eski bir Farsca terimden uyarlanmigtir (King 2015: 9).
Yine King'in gosterdigi iizere Karadeniz'in giiniimiizde cesitli dillerde tasidig
mana aynidir: Modern Yunanca Maure Thalassa, Bulgarca Cerno More, Romence
Marea Neagra, Ukraynaca Corne More, Rusca Cernoe More, Giirciice Savi Zgva tam
olarak “kara deniz” demektir (King 2015: 11).3

Biz de calistayin isminde Tiirk¢e'nin imkan verdigi dlciide bir kelime oyunu
yaparak Karadeniz'in adlarinin ¢esitliligini ifade etmeye galigtik. “Kara'dan Ote”
bashgi ile hem ayaklarimizin yere bastigi kara pargasini ve toprak olarak kara’ ke-
limesini, hem de firtinalar ile siklikla birlikte anilan, koyu rengine ithafen, bir renk
olarak “kara” sifat1 ile birlikte denize baktigimiz yeri ve {izerine yakistirilan koyu-
lugu isaretledik. Her ne kadar terciimede Black Sea ile birlikte gelen renk oyunu
devam ediyor olsa dahi asil mana, bastigimiz kara parcasindan &tesi olma haline
gecmisgtir.

Deniz Olarak Karadeniz'e Bakmak

Ug giine yayilmus olan caligtayimizda 5 tematik panel ve 3 sanat oturumu altinda
toplam 22 sunusg yapilmistir. Kitabin boliimlerinde de calistayin sunu izlegi takip
edilmigtir.* Calistayin kitaplasma siireci proje takvimi ile sinirhh oldugundan, ya-
zim siirecini kolaylastirmak icin sunularin desifresini yazarlarimiza ileterek bu za-
mansal darlig1 asmay1 denedik. Ayni zamanda yazarlarin iislup bakimimdan 6zgiir
olmalarini da 6nemsedik. Bu nedenle metinlerin iisluplarinda farkligmalar ortaya
cikmis, metinlerin bir kismi sdylesi formatinda bir kismi ise ileri okumalar da ko-
laylagtiracak bir bicimde akademik yazin tarzinda kaleme alinmigtir. Bu farkh-
lasmanin kendisi de bizim i¢in bu alanda iiretim yapmak isteyen herkese kendi
iislubunca yer acma olanagini agmasi agisindan 6nem tasimaktadir.

Artan baski maliyetleri nedeni ile gorsellere Tiirk¢e metin icinde yer verilmis
ve baz1 gorseller basili versiyondan cikartilmistir. Ayrintil icerik i¢in golader.org
web sitemizden kitabimizin pdf haline bakabilirsiniz.

Kitabimiz, “Deniz Olarak Karadeniz: ‘Solaostaljinin Esiginde” oturum bagh-
g1 ile ayn1 ad1 tagiyan agilis konusmasi metni ile baglamaktadir. Yazisinda Nesrin
Algan, Karadeniz'e iliskin ¢alismalarinin ve konumlanisinin yasam 6ykiisii ile ke-
sisen yonlerine degindi. Ayse Esin Bagkan, kitaplagsan doktora ¢alismasi i¢inden
bir boliimii, Karadeniz'in cevresel giivenligini aktardi. Cogkun Eriiz “Karadeniz'de
Insan Miidahalelerine Bagh Kiy1 Degisimi ve Deniz Copii Sorunu” baghkl yazisi ile
Karadeniz iizerindeki insan etkisine ve ¢op krizine odaklandu.

”

3 Keza Lazcada da Uga Zuga “kara deniz” demektir.

4 Gola Uyesi arastirmaci ve dil bilimci sevgili ekip arkadasimiz irfan Cagatay calistay programinda yer
alan “Karadeniz Deyince: Soylenenler, Soylenceler” bashkli sunumunu saglk problemleri nedeniyle
gergeklestirememistir.



Baslarken...

Calistayin birinci giinii Karadeniz'de Balik¢ilik ve Balikgilar oturumlar ile de-
vam etti.

Mustafa Aga, “Dogu Karadenizli Balikgilarin Mesleki Inaniglarinda Kutsal Eko-
loji ve Cevre Korumaya Etkileri” baghkl yazisi ile sansin ve inancin yaygin oldugu
balikcilik meslegi ile cevrenin korunmas arasindaki iligskiye bakti. Kadin Balik¢ilar
Dernegi'nden Huriye Gonciioglu Bodur ve Seving Konkus “Balik¢ilikta Toplumsal
Cinsiyet Esitliginin Idraki ve Ele Alinmast” yazilari ile kadinlarin balik¢iliktaki ye-
rine iliskin bir pencere acti. Jade Cemre Erciyes “Abhazya'da Tiirk Balikcilar: Kars:
Kiyida Deniz, Balik ve Cevre Duyarlilig1” yazisi ile Karadeniz'e bir bagka kiyidan,
Abhazya'dan bakti, ¢evre duyarlihigi ve balik¢ilik arasindaki iligkiyi aktardu.

Mustafa Zengin “Diinden Bugiine Karadeniz Balik¢ihiginmin Mihenk Taglan”
yazisi ile balik¢ihigin Karadeniz'deki hikayesinin ana hatlarin ¢ikardi. Karadeniz
Balikgihginda Uretim ve Cahisma Iligkileri” yazisi ile Umut Ulukan Karadeniz'de
degisen balik¢iliga ve Moritanya kiyilarina uzanan iiretim iligkilerine degindi.

Mitlerde Karadeniz oturumunda Ismail Gezgin, “Karadeniz’in Akdeniz Uy-
garhgyla iligkisi Uzerine Diisiinceler” yazisinda tarih éncesi donemlerdeki Kara-
deniz'i aktardu.

“Yoldan Once Yoldan Sonra” oturumunda, Karadeniz'in Tiirkiye kiyisinda Sarp
- Samsun arasinda yapilan ve bolgenin biitiin sahil seridini degistiren, bugiinkii
yaygin ve giiclii cevreci toplumsal hareketlerin niivelerinin ortaya ¢iktig1 yolun
yapilig siirecine odaklanildi. Melek Goregenli “Kiyidan Kenara Yoldan insana Ka-
radeniz Sahil Yolu ile Déniigen insan Mekan iligkisi” sunumu ile degisen kiy1 seri-
dinin insanin mekan ile kurdugu iliskiyi nasil doniistiirdiigiine odaklandi. Hasan
Sitki Ozkazang “Bir Kiy1 Kinm ve Rant Projesi Karadeniz Sahil Yolu” baghkli met-
ninde sahil yoluna kars: yiiriitiilen miicadeleyi, yore halkinin yakin dénem tarihi-
ni bir aktivist gozii ile aktardi. “Karadan Ote: Deniz Olarak Karadeniz'e Bakmak
Baglaminda Miihendislik Projeleriyle Ulke Genelinde Islenen Kiyimlar (Katliam-
lar)” yazist ile Ilyas Yilmazer, yol yapim siirecinde sahilin doldurularak yapildigi
projeye alternatif tartismalarina dair bir kesit sundu.

Caligtayin tigiinci giiniinde iklim krizi merkeze alinarak Karadeniz'in ahva-
line odaklanildi. “Iklim Krizi ve Karadeniz: Canli Hayat1” oturumunda Ertugrul
Agirbas “Iklim Degisikliginin Ekolojik Etkileri ve Karadeniz Ekosistemi” metni ile
Karadeniz ekosistemini aktardi. “Karadeniz'de Sucul Memeliler” ile Yal¢in Savas,
Karadeniz'de memelilerin; “Kus Goziiyle Karadeniz” ile Sancar Baris, Karadeniz'de
gocmen kuglarin ahvalini anlatti.

“Iklim Krizi ve Karadeniz: Politikalar” oturumunda ise iklim krizi ile daha da
stratejik hale gelen Karadeniz'e iligkin politikalara odaklamldi. Umit Sahin “De-
rinlegen [klim Krizi ve Acil Eylem!” metni ile iklim krizinin ana hatlarim ve acilen
atilmasi gereken adimlari aktardi. Mithdan Saglam “Enerji Jeopolitigi ve Kara-
deniz'e Etkisi” yazisinda Karadeniz'e iliskin en sicak konulardan biri olan enerji
giivenligine ve giivenlikci devlet bakisinin Karadeniz'e etkisine odaklandi. Levent
Artiiz miisilaj sorunu ile giindeme gelen Marmara'nin yasadigi ¢evre sorunlarinin
Karadeniz'e etkisine “Marmara Denizi'nin Karadeniz'e Etkisi” yazisinda aktardi.
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Karadan Ote: Deniz Olarak Karadeniz’e Bakmak

Halil Keskin Karadenizli bir gemi kaptani olarak 6zyasam 6ykiisii ile Karadeniz'in
kesisimine “Bir Gemi Kaptaninin Giincesi” yazisinda yer verdi.

Gola caligtaylarinin 6zgiin ayaklarindan olan sanat oturumlarinda ise miizik,
resim ve sinema merceginde Karadeniz'e bakildi. Sevilay Refika Kadioglu'nun
“Dalgalar, izler ve Sesler” yazisinda Karadeniz'e yazilmig sarkilara ve dykiilerine
odaklanildi. Sevilay Refika Kadioglu'nun ressam ve cgevre aktivisti Gokce Erhan
ile yaptig1 “Mavi Kalp” Resim Sergisi ve Soylesisi'nde Camburnu’'ndan Karadeniz'e
resim sanatiyla bir pencere acildi. Reyhan Yildirim'in yonetmen Aydin Kudu ile
yaptig1 soyleside “Son Kumsal Filmi"nin ¢ekim ve gosterimleri sirasinda gelisen
olaylara ve sahil yolunun yapim siirecine odaklanildi.

Gola'nin sanal mekandaki ev sahipliginde, hem zoom odasinda hem de face-
book tizerinden canli yayin ile gerceklesen oturumlara interaktif katihm 6nem-
senmis ve tesvik edilmigtir. Karadeniz’in hem mavi bir panoramik sahneden daha
fazlas1 hem kendi icinde bir sucul ekosistem ve bizim ekosistemimiz i¢in vazge-
cilmez oldugunu, hem de dogaya biitiinliik¢cii bakmamiz gerektigini ve séziin cok
katmanli, cok merkezli olarak iiretilebilecegini bir kez daha deneyimledigimiz bir
calistay gecirdik. Calistayin kitaplagma siireci ile paralel olarak sahil yolunun do-
niigtiirdiiklerine iligkin sahaya ¢ikarak sahil yolundan 6nce kayalarin ve kiyinin
durumuna iligkin sozlii tarih caligmasi yaptik. Kitabin siz kiymetli okuyucular ile
bulusacag giinlerde sozlii tarih icerigini aktaracak olan kisa filmimiz de dolasima
girecektir.

Bu siire¢ bir yandan Karadeniz'in deniz olarak varhigini siirdiirmesinde so-
rumlulugumuz oldugunu fark ettirirken, 6te yandan bizlerin Karadeniz'e olan il-
gisinin ve bilgisinin daha da artmasi ile sonuglanmigtir. Ve bu farkindalik bu kitap
vesilesi ile siz degerli okuyuculan ile bulusmasina aracilik etmistir. Calistay ve
uzantisi olan bu kitap icinde kafes balik¢ilig1 ve HES lerin Karadeniz iizerine etkisi
en ¢ok boglugunu, eksikligini hissettigimiz konular olmustur. Uzerinde konugtuk-
larimiz ve konusmamiz gerekenlerin ¢oklugu ve aciliyeti ile beklentimiz biitiinciil
bakis agisinin yayginlasmasi ve daha fazla insanin bu alana dikkat kesilmesidir.
Bu nedenle Gola olarak alandaki bilginin ¢ogalmasi ve ¢ogaltilmasi i¢in insanlarin
ulagabilecegi kaynak olusturmay: 6nceliyoruz. En 6nemlisi de Karadeniz cograf-
yasinin sekillenmesinde énemli bir etkisi olan denizin, Karadeniz'in, yagamasi ve
yasatilmasi yoniinde yapilacaklara iligkin bir yol haritasi ¢ikarilmasina katki sag-
lamay1 da umuyoruz.

Ve tesekkiirlerimiz... Sivil toplum i¢inde biitiin iiretimler dogas: geregi pek
cok tesekkiirii icinde tagimaktadir. Bizim de bu etkinlikler dizisini gerceklestirir-
ken yol arkadashg ettigimiz, tesekkiir ve minnet hissettigimiz kisi ve kurumlar
listesi oldukca genistir. {lk tesekkiiriimiiz bu calistayin kurgusunun ortaya ¢ik-
masinda desteklerini hic esirgemeyen ve ¢alistayin catisinin kurulmasina vesile
olan sevgili Nesrin Algan ile Koyu Yesil Podcast programinda soyleserek yiiziimii-
zii denize ¢evirmemize vesile olan ve bu heyecani ¢ogaltan Ozlem Sendeniz'edir.
Onun heyecani ve meraki bugiin bu ¢aligtayin ve kitabin cismanilesmesini sagla-
mistir. Bu caligtayin gerceklesmesinin 6nemli bir bileseni olan Heinrich Boll Stif-
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tung Dernegi Tiirkiye Temsilciligi'ne ve birlikte calistigimiz Menekse Kizildere'ye
ozellikle ekoloji ve toplumsal cinsiyet konularinda yiiriittiigi calismalardan dog-
ru, Saynur Giirgay’a projenin mali raporlamasi sirasinda bize gosterdigi sabirdan
otiirii, Karadeniz'i anlama yolculugumuza destekleri i¢in tesekkiir ederiz. Zaman-
sal simirhiliklar icinde cevre bilimlerinden siyasete, ekonomiden giindelik hayata,
sosyal bilimlerden sanatsal tiretime kadar pek ¢ok alanda ele alinabilecek olan
Karadeniz gibi oldukca genis bir tema catis1 altinda bizlerle yan yana gelerek soz
tiretmeye, farkindalk gelistirmeye cabalayan, 6nce sunumlariyla sonra da kimi
desifre metinleri tizerinden kimi de bu kitap icin 6zgiin icerik hazirlayan, isim-
lerini 6nceki satirlarda andigimiz hocalarimiza, arkadaslarimiza miitesekkiriz.
Oturumlarin moderatorliigiinii tistlenen ¢aligma arkadaglarimizin yani sira bizle-
ri kirmayarak “Karadeniz'de Balik¢ilik ve Balik¢ilar” oturumunun moderatorliigi
istlenen sevgili Berna Giiler'e de her zaman Gola'nin yaninda oldugu i¢in ayrica
minnettariz. Caligtay sunularinin desifresinde sorumluluk alan Emre Sari, ipek
Agaoglu ve Irem Aykut’a da biiyiik bir titizlikle yaptiklan1 desifreler igin tegekkiir
ederiz. Cevrimici calistayin aksamadan yiirtimesi i¢in gorev alan ¢alisma arkada-
stmiz Cisem Sendeniz’e gdziimiizii arkada birakmadig1 icin tesekkiir ederiz. Ureti-
len s6ziin daha ¢ok insana ulasabilmesi i¢in kisith proje takvimi i¢cinde metinleri
Ingilizceye ceviren Cemre Erciyes®, Cisem Sendeniz, Erdogan Boz, Giilcan Ergiin,
Ilyas Yilmazer ve Nege Sen’e; kitabin redaksiyonunu yapan Fatma Geng ve Ozlem
Sendeniz'e ve proofreading yapan Pelin Tustaga tesekkiir ederiz. Durdugumuz,
alistigimiz noktanin disina cikarak ‘upside down’ bakst ile her seferinde anlatma-
ya ¢aligtigimizin da 6tesinde gorsellerle heyecan uyandiran, Karadeniz’e bakmaya
bizi cagiran program, afis ve kitap kapagini tasarlayan ve sozciikleri gorsellestiren
yaratici caligmalar icin Reyhan Yildinm'a tegekkiir ederiz. Kisith zamanda egsiz
bir caligma ile kitabin cismanilesmesini saglayarak, elinizde tuttugunuz hale gel-
mesini getirmek icin 6zenle ¢aligan, siire¢ icinde kargisina ¢iktigimiz her soru ve
soruna ¢dziim bulan Irfan Cagatay’a tegekkiir ederiz.

Gola Dogu Karadeniz Aragtirmalar’'nin niivesini olusturan Cay Calistay: Calis-
ma Grubu'ndan Karadeniz Calistayi'na evrilen; kapsayicy, etkilesimli ve birbirin-
den ogrenerek iireten caligma arkadaslarimiz icin séyleyebilecegimiz pek ¢ok sey
var, fakat sozciiklerden hangisini secersek secelim bir seyler eksik kalacak gibi...
Bu yiizden cekirdek kadromuzda yer alan, kendi isimlerimizi de anma pahasina,
sevgili Cisem, Fatma, irfan, Reyhan, Ozlem ve Sevilay Refika'ya; her sorumuza ve
cagrimiza acik kalplilik ve 6zen ile donen Giinegin, Melek ve Nesrin'e ve catimiz
Gola'ya en icten tesekkiirlerimizi sunuyoruz. S6ziin bittigi yerde Gola'nin tiretim-
lerinin her asamasinin kolektif bir tiretim oldugunu hatirlatarak Gola’yr catimiz
kilan ve gatis1 yapan herkese minnettariz.

Findikl - [stanbul
Aralik 2022

5 Yazari oldugu metni gevirmistir.
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This book you hold in your hands is one of the outputs of our online workshop
“Beyond the Land: Looking at the Black Sea as a Marine Environment”, which is
at the center of our Climate Crisis and Black Sea project as part of our effort to
understand and produce knowledge about our geography, the Black Sea, where
we live. With the confession that we have never looked at the Black Sea, which
is described as the unity of blue and green, as a marine environment until now,
we will convey the conditions that led us to look at the Black Sea as a marine
environment, what we have been worried about, the other dimensions of our
project and the construct of the book.

As the Gola Eastern Black Sea Studies Group, we have been carrying out
works that are concerned with sustaining the Black Sea and its greenery, nature,
biodiversity, culture and language shaped around the Black Sea for a long time,
and we carry out activities to record them. The Tea Workshop&Forum, which
we organized in 2021 with the contribution of Heinrich B6ll Stiftung Association
Turkey Representative, and the book ‘Beyond Tea: From Field to Pot, Tea in
Space and Memory” on this long-term and valuable heritage opened the door
of a process that allows for different relations between the local and the center,
providing us with a transdisciplinary and artistic perspective to the knowledge
production process. In the same year, we started to produce original podcasts
with the support of Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Association Turkey Representative.
One of these productions, “Looking at the Black Sea as a Marine Environment
with Nesrin Algan’, one of the episodes of the Dark Green Podcast series made
by our precious colleague Ozlem Sendeniz, has confronted us, who have been
intertwined with the ecological struggles in the local and the center for more than
17 years and have carried out awareness campaigns to approach the nature in a
holistic way, with the fact that we are almost indifferent to the Black Sea’s state of
being a sea. Although we are occasionally aware of the threats facing the Black Sea,
which is listed as ‘one of the dying seas’, we realize that we hardly ever look beyond
the Land, even to understand it as a land creature. The experience we gained in

1 To access the book: https://www.golader.org/projeDetay/21

2 To access podcasts: https://www.golader.org/podcast - Spotify playlist: https://open.spotify.com/play-
list/2udTLMGA4ZF1iKOyS39RiM9?si=604b7888b5f64470
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the tea workshop and the partnership we established led us to attempt to narrate
this new field, which is new to us, on the axis of the climate crisis, in a way that
includes the effects of humans on the climate and the sea. With the strength we
derive from this curiosity, enthusiasm and togetherness, we met with academics,
activists, researchers and artists from different disciplines in the workshop we
held on the zoom platform on May 28-29 and June 4, 2022.

Beyond the Land, before the Blue

The Black Sea has been known by many different names since prehistoric times.
The oldest name for the Black Sea, meaning dark or gloomy sea, was adapted
from an older Persian term, Pontos Axeinos (Euxeinos), in Greek (King 2015: 9).
Again, as King has shown, the meaning of the Black Sea in various languages is the
same today: Modern Greek Maure Thalassa, Bulgarian Cherno More, Romanian
Marea Neagra, Ukrainian Cherno More, Russian Chernoe More, Georgian Savi Zgva
literally means “black sea” (King 2015: 11).3

We tried to express the diversity of the names of the Black Sea by equivocating
in the name of the workshop as much as Turkish allows. With the title “Beyond
the Land”, we both marked the land where our feet touch the ground and the
word ‘land’ as soil, as well as the place where we look at the sea with the adjective
“land” as a color, referring to its dark color, which is often mentioned together with
storms, and the darkness attributed to it.* Although the play of color that comes
with the Black Sea continues in the translation, the real meaning has become
beyond the land we step on.

Looking at the Black Sea as a Marine Environment

In our workshop, which held three days, a total of 22 presentations were made
under 5 thematic panels and 3 art sessions. Since the process of collecting the
workshop presentations into a book was limited to the project calendar, we
tried to overcome this temporal limitation by delivering the transcripts of the
presentations to our authors in order to facilitate the writing process. At the same
time, we also cared about the freedom of the writers in terms of style. For this
reason, there have been differences in the styles of the texts, some of the texts
have been written in the form of conversation and some of them have been

3 Likewise, in Laz language, Uca Zgua means “Black sea”.
4 Translator’s Note: The word “Kara” in Turkish means both a piece of land and the color black.

5 Our dear teammate irfan Cagatay, a researcher and linguist, a member of Gola, could not make his
presentation titled “When Saying Black Sea: Legends, Myths” in the workshop program due to health
problems.
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written in the form of academic writing, which will facilitate further reading. This
differentiation itself is important for us in terms of opening up the opportunity
to make room for everyone who wants to produce in this field in their own style.

Due to increasing printing costs, the visuals are included in the Turkish text
and some visuals have been removed from the printed version. For detailed
content, you can check the pdf version of our book on our website golader.org.

Our book begins with the text of the opening speech which has the same
title with the session as the “Black Sea as a Marine Environment: On the Verge
of Solostalgia” In her article, Nesrin Algan touched upon the aspects of her
studies and positioning on the Black Sea that intersect with her life story. Ayse
Esin Bagkan, presented a part of her doctoral work, which has become a book,
the environmental security of the Black Sea. Coskun Eriiz focused on the human
impact on the Black Sea and the marine litter crisis with his article titled “Coastal
Change due to Human Interference and Marine Litter Problem in the Black Sea”.
The first day of the workshop continued with Fishing and Fishers in the Black Sea
sessions.

Mustafa Aca, in his article titled “The Sacred Ecology in Professional Beliefs
of Eastern Black Sea Fishers and its Impact on Environmental Protection”, looked
at the relationship between the fishing profession, where luck and belief are
common, and the protection of the environment. Huriye Gonctioglu Bodur and
Seving Konkus from the Women Fishers’ Association opened a window on the
place of women in fisheries with their articles “Understanding and Addressing
Gender Equality in Fishery Industry”. Jade Cemre Erciyes looked at the Black Sea
from another coast, Abkhazia, with her article “Turkish Fishers in Abkhazia: Sea,
Fish and Environmental Awareness on the Opposite Coast” and conveyed the
relationship between environmental awareness and fishing.

Mustafa Zengin drew the outlines of the story of fishing in the Black Sea with
his article “The Cornerstones of Black Sea Fishing from Past to Present”. With the
article “Production and Labor Relations in Black Sea Fisheries” Umut Ulukan
touched upon the changing fisheries in the Black Sea and the production relations
extending to the Mauritania coasts.

In ‘the Black Sea in Myths’ session, [smail Gezgin referred to the Black Sea in
prehistoric times in his article “Reflections on the Relationship of the Black Sea
with the Mediterranean Civilization”.

In the “Before the Road, After the Road” session, the focus was on the
construction process of the road, which was built between Sarp-Samsun on the
Turkish coast of the Black Sea and changed the entire coastline of the region,
and where the cores of today’s widespread and powerful environmentalist social
movements emerged. Melek Goregenli focused on how the changing coastline
transforms the relationship that people establish with space, with her presentation



While Starting...

“From the Coast to the Edge, from the Road to the Human, The Transforming
Relationship Between Human and Space with the Black Sea Coastal Road”. Hasan
Sitki Ozkazang, in his text titled “Black Sea Coastal Road: A Coastal Carnage and
Rent Project’, conveyed the struggle against the coastal road and the recent history
of the local people from the perspective of an activist. Ilyas Yilmazer, with his
article “Beyond the Land: Carnage (Destructions) by Engineering Projects Across
the Country in the Context of Looking at the Black Sea as a Marine Environment”,
presented a section of alternative discussions to the project, in which the coast
was filled during the road construction process.

On the third day of the workshop, the climate crisis was centered and
focused on the situation in the Black Sea. In the “Climate Crisis and the Black
Sea: Aliveness” session, Ertugrul Agirbas presented the Black Sea ecosystem with
the text “Ecological Effects of Climate Change and the Black Sea Ecosystem”. With
“Aquatic Mammals in the Black Sea”, Yalcin Savag talked about the situation of
mammals in the Black Sea, and with “The Black Sea with a Bird’s Eye” Sancar Baris
talked about the situation of migratory birds in the Black Sea.

The “Climate Crisis and the Black Sea: Policies” session focused on the policies
regarding the Black Sea, which became even more strategic with the climate
crisis. Umit Sahin, in his article “Deepening Climate Crisis and Urgent Action!’,
conveyed the outlines of the climate crisis and the urgent steps to be taken. In
his article “Energy Geopolitics and Its Impact on the Black Sea’, Mithdan Saglam
focused on energy security, which is one of the hottest topics in the Black Sea, and
the effect of the security state view on the Black Sea. Levent Artiiz conveyed the
impact of the environmental problems of Marmara, which came to the fore with
the mucilage problem, on the Black Sea in his article “The Effect of the Marmara
Sea on the Black Sea”. Halil Keskin gave place to the intersection of the Black Sea
with his autobiography as a shipmaster from the Black Sea in his article “Diary of
a Shipmaster”.

In the art sessions, which are one of the unique pillars of the Gola workshops,
the Black Sea was viewed through the lens of music, painting and cinema. Sevilay
Refika Kadioglu’s article “Waves, Traces and Sounds” focused on the songs and
stories written for the Black Sea. Sevilay Refika Kadioglu's “Blue Heart” Painting
Exhibition and Interview with painter and environmental activist Gok¢e Erhan
opened a window with the art of painting from Camburnu to the Black Sea.
Reyhan Yildinm’s interview with director Aydin Kudu focused on the events that
developed during the shooting and screenings of the “Last Beach Movie” and the
construction process of the coastal road.

In Gola’s hosting in the virtual space, interactive participation in the sessions,
which took place both in the zoom room and live on Facebook, was considered
important and encouraged. We had a workshop where we experienced once again
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that the Black Sea is more than a blue panoramic scene, it is an aquatic ecosystem
in itself and is indispensable for our ecosystem, and that we need to look at nature
holistically and that the word can be produced in a multi-layered, multi-centered
manner. In parallel with the collecting the presentations of the workshop into
a book, we went to the field about the transformations of the coastal road and
conducted an oral history study on the condition of the rocks and the coast before
the coastal road. On the days when the book will meet with you, our esteemed
readers, our short film, which will convey the content of oral history, will also be
circulated.

While this process made us realize that we have a responsibility in the
continuation of the Black Sea as a marine environment, on the other hand, it
resulted in an increase in our interest and knowledge about the Black Sea. And
this awareness has mediated it to meet you, our esteemed readers, on the occasion
of this book. In the workshop and its extension book, cage fisheries and the effect
of HEPPs on the Black Sea are the subjects that we feel the most lack of. With
the abundance and urgency of what we have talked about and what we need to
talk about, our expectation is that the holistic perspective becomes widespread
and more people pay attention to this area. For this reason, as Gola, we prioritize
creating a resource that people can reach for the proliferation and reproduction
of knowledge in the field. Most importantly, we hope to contribute to the creation
of a roadmap for the survival and sustaining of the sea, the Black Sea, which has a
significant impact on the shaping of the Black Sea geography.

And our thanks... All productions within the civil society, by their very nature,
carry many thanks in themselves. The list of people and institutions that we have
been friends with and to whom we feel thankful and grateful while carrying out
this series of events is quite crowded. Our first thanks go to Ozlem Sendeniz, who
helped us to turn our faces to the sea and increased this excitement by talking
with dear Nesrin Algan on the Dark Green Podcast program, who did not spare her
support in the emergence of the fiction of this workshop and was instrumental
in establishing the roof of the workshop. Her enthusiasm and curiosity have
materialized this workshop and the book today. Thanks to the Heinrich Boll
Stiftung Association Turkey Representative, which is an important component of
the realization of this workshop, and to Menekse Kizildere, who we work with,
especially for her studies on ecology and gender issues, and Saynur Giirgay for her
patience with us during the financial reporting of the project, for their support on
our journey to understanding the Black Sea. We would like to thank our teachers
and friends, whose names we have mentioned in the previous lines, some of whom
contributed first through their presentations and then through some decipher texts
and some of whom prepared original content for this book, working side by side
with us to produce words and raise awareness under a very broad theme such as
the Black Sea, which can be discussed in many fields from environmental sciences
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to politics, from economics to daily life, from social sciences to artistic production
within temporal limitations. In addition to our colleagues who moderated the
sessions, we are also grateful to our dear Berna Giiler, who was the moderator
of the “Fishing and Fishers in the Black Sea” session, for always being by Gola’s
side. We would also like to thank Emre Sar, ipek Agaoglu and irem Aykut, who
took responsibility for the transcription of the workshop presentations, for their
meticulous deciphering. We would like to thank our colleague Cisem $endeniz,
who took charge to ensure that the online workshop runs smoothly. Thanks to
Cemre Erciyes®, Cisem Sendeniz, Erdogan Boz, Giilcan Ergiin and Nege Sen, who
translated the texts into English within a limited project schedule so that the word
produced could reach more people, and Fatma Geng and Ozlem Sendeniz, who
edited the book, and Pelin Tastas, who did proof reading. We would like to thank
Reyhan Yildirim for her creative work, designing the program, poster and book
cover, and visualizing the words, which arouse excitement with visuals beyond
what we try to express with an ‘upside down’ perspective, going beyond the point
where we stand and get used to and invite us to look at the Black Sea, with the
visuals. We would like to thank irfan Cagatay, who worked diligently to transform
the book into the one you hold in your hands, with a unique work in a limited
time, and to find solutions to every question and problem we encountered during
the process.

There are many things we can say for our colleagues who have evolved from
the Tea Workshop Working Group, which is the core of Gola Eastern Black Sea
Studies, to the Black Sea Workshop, who are inclusive, interactive and produce by
learning from each other, but no matter which word we choose, something seems
to be missing... For this reason, at the expense of mentioning our own names, we
offer our most sincere thanks to our core staff, dear Cisem, Fatma, frfan, Reyhan,
Ozlem and Sevilay Refika, and Giinesin, Melek and Nesrin, who returned to our
every question and call with open heart and attention, and our roof Gola. Where
words fail, we are grateful to everyone who made Gola their roof and made it our
roof, reminding that every stage of Gola’s production is a collective production.

Findikl: - istanbul

Decamber 2022
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Deniz Olarak Karadeniz:
“Solastalji’nin Esiginde”

Nesrin Algan

Trabzon'da dogdum. ilk ¢ocukluk anilarim yiizmeyi de 6grendigim ikizdere'de.
ikizdere'de 6grendigimi tahmin ediyorum ashinda, ciinkii derede yiizen kardes-
lerimle fotograflarim ikizdere'den. Ozlem de sormustu, bir yazili séyleside yolla-
nan sorularda da su soru dikkatimi ¢ekmisti: “Denizi ilk kez nerede goérdiin?” Ben
ogrencilerime hangi denizi konusuyorsak, sézgelimi Akdeniz’i ya da Marmara'yy,
denizi gordiiniiz mij, ilk nerede gordiintiz diye sorarim. Bana da ilk hatirladigim
deniz neresi diye sorduklarinda aklma ikizdere gelir. Demek ki ikizdere'nin bi-
lingaltimda ¢ok 6zel bir yeri var. Muhtemelen ilk gordiigiim deniz ikizdere, Is-
tanbul’a, Heybeliada'ya taginma yoluculugumuz sirasinda Karadeniz olmustur.
Ancak Marmara, benim animsadigim ve deniz diye bildigim ilk yerdir aslinda.
Sonra Ankara'da yasamam gerekti ama bilindigi gibi denizlere iliskin biitiin po-
litik ve hukuki karar alma stirecleri iilkelerin baskentlerinden gecer. Bir de iistii-
ne o bagkent denizin kenarinda degilse ve denizden uzaksa o denize iligkin karar
verenler, yanlig yaptiklari yoniinde elestiriler alirlar. Fakat pekala Ankara'da olup
deniz calismak da miimkiindiir. 14 sene Cevre Bakanhgi, Cevre Miistesarligi Dis
Mligkiler dairesinde ¢aligtim. Aydan Bulca Erim Hanim, kulaklarn ¢inlasin, oradaki
ilk daire bagkanimdi ve bagladigim ilk giinlerde bana ti¢ tane dosya vermisti. Bu
dosyalardan bir tanesi Akdeniz Eylem Plani ve Mavi Plan, bir tanesi de Federal
Alman Cumbhuriyeti'nin Konya civarinda bir yerlerde atik yakma, bertaraf tesisi
kurma teklifiydi.! Diger dosya ise Sovyet Sosyalist Cumhuriyetler Birligi, Roman-
ya ve Bulgaristan'in tiglii Karadeniz'in Korunmasi Sozlesmesi taslagi onerisiydi.
Almanya’nin teklifine ¢ok sert bir yanit verdik. Hala o yanitin Turkiye'nin ¢evre
diplomasisi tarihine gececek bir yanit oldugunu disiinityorum. Giinkii Tiirkiye'ye
atik ithalat1 2006 yilina kadar yasakt1 ve o donemde diinyada gelismis iilkelerden
ozellikle az gelismis Afrika iilkelerine yonelik bir atik ihracat1 vardi. Ve bu hem li-
teratiirde, hem de aktivizmde ¢op kolonyalizmi, atik emperyalizmi olarak nitelen-
dirilirdi. Bizim cevabimizda diplomatik bir dille Tiirkiye'nin atik emperyalizminin
bir yerlesim alani1 olmayacag1 yoniindeydi. Cok hazin tabii simdiki durumumuz.
Bu bahsettigim yil 1984 ama 2006 sonrasinda Tiirkiye artan oranlarda atik ithal
etmeye bagladi. Bugiin Tiirkiye atik ithal eden iilkeler listesinde birinci siradadir.

1 Bertaraf tesisi ile hem kendi atiklarini Tiirkiye'ye yollayacak hem de Tiirkiye’nin atiklarini da
alip o tesiste yakacaklardi.
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Karadan Ote: Deniz Olarak Karadeniz’e Bakmak

Meslek hayatimda Akdeniz'i hi¢c birakmadim, halen Akdeniz ¢calismaya devam
ediyorum ve aslinda Karadeniz'i de biraktigim soylenemez. 1984’ten 1994’e kadar
Karadeniz'in korunmas i¢in bir uluslararasi anlasma yapilmasi ¢aligmalarinda go-
rev yaptim. Moskova, Sofya, Biikres ve Ankara arasinda sayisiz toplantimiz oldu.
Bu siirecte hem bir sans hem de bir sanssizlik olarak tarihi gelismeleri dogrudan
yasadim. Sovyetler Birligimin dagildigi, Bulgaristan'da ve Romanya'da rejimin de-
gistigi bir tarihsel siirecin i¢inde ¢ikt1 Karadeniz S6zlesmesi. Goriismeler bagladi-
ginda masada dort iilke varken bir anda alt1 iilke olduk Karadeniz'de. Sunu teslim
etmek gerekir ki, cok cetin ve sadece cevre diplomasisi tarihi bakimimdan degil,
uluslararas: politika bakimindan da ¢ok 6nemli miizakereler gerceklesti. Saglam
bir diplomasi gelenegi olan Sovyetler Birlig¢i ve daha sonra Rusya Federasyonu
zorlu miizakerecilerdi. Bizim digimizdaki kiy iilkeleri icin Karadeniz biricik tatil
beldesi, tilkelerin arka bahgesidir. Bu noktada Tiirkiye ¢ok sansh ¢iinkii bizim Mar-
mara, Akdeniz, Ege ile ¢cok daha genis bir deniz cografyamiz bulunuyor. Tiirkiye'de
Disisleri Bakanliginda o dénem birlikte cahistigim diplomatlar, burada isimlerini
anmak isterim Ugur Ziyal, Yigit Alpogan; merhum biiyiikel¢i Deniz Boliikbasi mu-
azzamdl. Siire¢ benim agimdan ikinci bir tiniversite oldu. Deniz hukuku, deniz
cevresi hukuku, Tiirk dig politikasi ve Montré konusunda benim Siyasal Bilgiler
Fakiiltesinde 6grendiklerimin iki-ii¢ kat1 daha fazla bilgi edinmemi ve miizakere
teknikleri konusunda tecriibe kazanmami sagladilar.

Tarihe not diismek icin sunu da sdylemek isterim: Hem Karadeniz'in korun-
mas! hem de Akdeniz'in korunmasi icin bir¢ok sozlesme, protokol, eylem plani,
strateji belgesi gibi hukuki ve siyasi irade beyanlarinin yaziminda gorev yaptim.
Hatta Karadeniz'in protokollerinden bir tanesi, yazdigim metin hi¢ degismeden,
once Tiirkiye'nin sonra da diger kiy1 iilkelerinin ilgili makamlarica kabul edildi,
su anda yiiriirliikte. Bunlar bana gurur veriyor, ¢iinkii benim formasyonum bu.
Ben doga bilimci ya da mithendis degilim, sosyal bilimciyim. Cevre politikalarinda
yapacagim sey saglam hukuki bir ¢erceve olusturmak, bunun yiirtirliige girmesini
saglamak ve bu hukuki diizenlemelerin uygulanacagi ekonomik, kurumsal aracla-
rin gelistirilmesi i¢in politik stratejiler 6nermek. Bahsettigim gibi hem bolgedeki
rejim degisikliklerinden kaynaklanan siyasi nedenlerden, hem de miizakere tek-
nikleri agisindan zorlayici, yorucu bir siire¢ olmasindan dolay: 1994’te Karadeniz
Biikres Sozlesmesi yiirtirlige girer girmez Cevre Bakanhigi'nda, Sema Acar arkada-
sima Karadeniz Eylem Planrni devrettim. Akdeniz o baglamda daha deneyimli,
daha farkh bir cevre politikasi, cevre diplomasisi tarihine sahip. Ama simdi dii-
stindtiglimde anliyorum ki Akdeniz'de de hemen hemen hic¢bir dénemde, benim
calistigim donem de dahil, sicak savaslar eksik olmadi: Filistin/Israil, Misir/ Suriye,
Kibris, Yunanistan/Tiirkiye... Dolayisiyla ¢evre ve deniz her zaman, bu iilkelerin,
kendi iclerindeki sicak catismalara ragmen, bir araya gelip is birligi yapmalarinin,
dayanigma gostermelerinin ve barisi tesis etmelerinin bir araci olma potansiyelini
tastyor. Ayn1 zamanda yeni catigmalarin, yeni gerilimlerin hatta sicak savaglarin
cikma nedeni de olabiliyor. Karadeniz i¢in Rus ¢arlarindan baslayarak, Rusya'nin
sicak denizlere ¢cikma politikasinin devam ettigini sylerler, bilirsiniz. Tabii ki ik-
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lim kriziyle birlikte Rusya Federasyonu'nun kutup, Arktik bolgede sahip oldugu
deniz alanlanyla deniz ulagim imkénlan daha da artacak. Baltik iizerinden yapi-
lan tagimacilik gibi uygulamalar var, ama tekrarlayayim Karadeniz Rusya Fede-
rasyonu, Giircistan, Ukrayna, Bulgaristan ve Romanya’nin hem deniz ulastirmasi
hem de turizm acgisindan biricik, en 6nemli alani. Hatta onlarin Akdeniz'i. Simdi
Rusya'nin Ukrayna'y: isgali, Ukrayna’nin Karadeniz'de belki de hi¢ kiyis1 kalmama-
sina yol acacak bir siire¢ olarak ilerliyor.

Peki, gelelim niye “Solastaljinin Egiginde?” Ozlem bu ismi verdi benim
sunusuma. Ciinkii solastalji bir hastalik ve ben solastalji hastasiyim. Solastalji ilk
kez Avusturalyah cevre filozofu Glenn Albrecht tarafindan kullamlmigtir. Latin-
ceden alinmig, nevraljiyle; sinir agrisiyla, rahathgin; solaciumun bir bilesiminden
meydana geliyor, ama igerigi, cevre ve iklim gibi biiyiik krizler nedeniyle insanla-
rin siddetli anksiyete ve bir tiir mutsuzluk hastaligina tutulmalarini kapsiyor. Ben-
ce solastaljiyi en iyi tanimlayan agiklama “evde olup, evi 6zlemek” duygusu. Bunu
da gene bir yabanci uzmandan 6grendim. Ev gezegen olabilir, Findikl1 olabilir,
Ankara olabilir, Marmara olabilir, Marmaris olabilir ama artik o ev, eski ev degil.
Zaten solastalji alistigimiz dogal varliklarin ve kiiltiirel varliklarin artik bir daha
geri gelmemesi nedeniyle duydugunuz anksiyete ve yokluk hissi. $imdi beni dii-
siiniin, Ikizdere'de yiizdiigiim dere nerede? Yok ya da neredeyse yok sayilir. Mar-
mara, Heybeliada da 6yle. Babam sanatoryumda doktordu ve verem savagciyd.
Sanatoryumun son halini gérdiiniiz mii, bilmiyorum, kapisinda koca bir kilit var.
Muazzam bir orman alani ve icindeki bina Diyanet'e devredildi, ciiriimeyi bekli-
yor. Her giin bir parcasi daha yikiliyor, bina ¢okiiyor. Doga, bitkilerle binay1 isgal
ediyor. Bina tamamen ¢oktiigiinde ne olacak, Diyanet oraya ne yapacak, hi¢bir
fikrim yok ama muazzam bir saglik kompleksi yok olmus durumda. Peki, benim
denizim, Marmara ne durumda? Ahir 6mriimde bunu gérmeyi hi¢ istemezdim.
Olmekte Marmara. Hatta ¢ok biiyiik oranda 6ldii artik. Bir denizin 6lmesi ¢ok
ciddidir, ¢iinkii aldigimiz oksijenin yiizde %50’sini bize denizler, okyanuslar verir.
Yani aldigimiz iki nefesten birini denizlerden aliyoruz.

Marmara oldiigiinde ciiriik yumurta gibi kokacak. Bunu ben sdylemiyorum,
deniz bilimci hocalarimiz bilimsel bulgularla séyliiyor. Bir denizin 6ldigiini de
icindeki canliliktan ve oksijenden anliyorsunuz. Marmaranin su an ortalama
%80o’ninde oksijen yok. Sadece %20, %30’luk kisminda oksijen var. Marmara 6liir-
se insanlar da oliir demek istemiyorum, ama bir denizi 6ldiirecek kadar yikiciysa
insanlar agikgasi 6liirlerse 6lsiinler. Fakat tabii burada yine olanaklara sahip olan-
lar 6lmeyecekler. Olan her zamanki gibi yoksullara, gelecek kusaklara, insan di-
sindaki canlilara olacak. Peki, donelim Karadeniz'e. Ben hem lisans 6grencisiyken
hem de Cevre Miistesarligi'nda Akdeniz ¢alisirken meghur Fransiz tarih¢i Brau-
del'i cok okudum ve hala déner doner okurum. Braudel, Akdeniz'i anlattig1 kitap-
larinin birinin baginda der ki; “Akdeniz’i ihtirasla sevdim, biitiin kuzeyden gelenler
gibi.” Karadeniz de benim kuzeyim ve kendimi Karadeniz'e benzetiyorum.* Bugii-

2 Karadeniz’den bahsederken, anliyorsunuz sanirim denizden bahsediyorum, kara beni sadece denizi
etkiledigi igin ilgilendiriyor.
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ne kadar Karadeniz hep karanlik deniz, diisman deniz, misafir sevmeyen deniz
anlamina gelen isimlerle anilmig: Ahgena, Pelagoso Pontikon, Pontos Exinus, Mare
Euxinum, Ucazuga...

Biz de Karadeniz derken aslinda yonleri anlatmakta renklerin kullanildig:
Saman gelenekleri nedeniyle demisiz bunu. Ciinkii kuzey karadir. Giiney, dogu,
bat1 bunlar geleneksel olarak bagka renklerle adlandirihir. Fakat her nedense renk
olarak karay1 biz olumsuz anlamlar yiikleyerek kullaniyoruz. Ben buna kars1 ne-
redeyse obsesif bir giciklik hissediyorum. Bunda solastalji hastas1 olmama neden
olan hayatimin {iciincii evresinde yasadiklarim ¢ok etkili. Bu evrelerden birincisi
Ikizdere'ydi, ikincisi Marmara Denizi'ydj, iigiinciisii de babamin Diinya Saglik Or-
giitii doktoru olarak cigek, sitma ve verem hastaliklariyla miicadele i¢cin Ruanda'ya
tayin oldugu donemdi. Cocuklugumun en ilging ve renkli anilar1 Ruanda'da gec-
ti. Sonra Ruanda'da soykirim oldu. Gocukluk arkadaglarim ve binlerce insan ¢ok
kisa bir siire icinde katledildi. Ruanda, baba evi gibi gordiigiim, kiigiiciik ve diinya
giizeli bir iilkedir. Volkanlarin ve Afrika'da goriilmeyecek yiikseklikte ormanlarin,
gollerin, nehirlerin iilkesidir, zaten kendilerine ‘Bin Tepeli Ulke’ derler. O iilke bir
anda kan goliine dondii. Bu benim solastalji hastasi olmama neden olan yasadik-
larimdan birisidir ve belki de “kara”y1 sevmeme neden olan da bir seydir. Tiirki-
ye'de insanlarin ¢ogunun, belki sizin de, farkinda olmadigi siyah renkli insanlara
yonelik muazzam bir irk¢ilik var. Ben cocuklugumdan beri hi¢ anlamadim, beyaz
olmak ve siyah olmak arasindaki farki. Niye farkl bir gey olsun ki? Beraber ayni so-
kakta, ayn1 bahcede oynuyorsunuz, bir an ve sonra bagka bir an yasaniyor ve tabii
hayat size 6gretiyor. Afrika'dan herhangi bir iilkeden bir arkadagimla bir kolonya-
list tilkeye gittigimde onlarn gordiigii muamele, sonradan bir Tiirk oldugum icin
benim gormeye bagladigim benzer muameleler nedeniyle de, “kara”y1 savunmam
gerekti. Clinkii “kara” olmanin, sadece tirnak icinde soyliiyorum “zenci” olmak de-
gil, benim gibi kara sacli, kara kafali birtakim insanlarin, mavi gozlii, sar sach ol-
mayan birtakim insanlardan nasil ayrimcilik gordiigiinii de 6gretti bana. O yiizden
ben karay1 seviyorum, siyahi seviyorum ama solastaljim ge¢miyor.

Belki bu yazinin okuyucularinin ¢ogu zaten Karadeniz'in kiyisindayiz, bize
Karadeniz'i anlatma, biliyoruz, diyecekler. Hi¢ kizmaym ama bilmiyorsunuz. Séz
gelimi birkag hafta 6nce Findikli'da belediye tarafindan yapilan ekolojik bir etkin-
likte konugulan karadaki yikimdi. Ben dayanamayip oraya katilacak tanidiklarima
mesaj yazmistim. “Denizin kenarinda oturuyorsunuz, ya yiiziiniiz ya da sirtiniz
denize doniik ve o denizi konugsmuyorsunuz, bunun farkinda degil misiniz ora-
da bir deniz var” diye. Bir kismindan, “evet haklisimiz fark etmemisiz” diye yanit
aldim. Bu sadece Findiklr'yla ilgili bir sey degil, Akdeniz'de de, Marmara'da da,
Ege'de de, Karadeniz'in bagka yerlerinde de boyle. Trabzon'da mesela evden ¢ikip
iki sokak asag inip suya girdigimiz yer, simdi cift seritli muazzam bir sahil yolu,
Cin Seddi gibi. Denizle aramiz tamamen agilmig durumda ve biz sadece baktigi-
muz yeri, gormek istedigimizi goriiyoruz.

Ben ¢ok sansliyim hem mesleki nedenlerle Karadeniz’i iyi tamimam gerekti,
hem de Karadeniz'in tamamini tepeden gérme olanagim oldu. Karadeniz yar ka-
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pali bir i¢ deniz, Karadeniz'in ¢cok dnemli bir alt bolgesi olarak Azak Denizi var.
Karadeniz goreceli olarak kiiciik bir deniz, derinligi ortalama 1280 metreye yakin
ve de alt1 iilkeyle gevrili. Moldova'nin, Karadeniz’e kiyis1 yok. Bir yapay kanalla
Karadeniz'e kiyisi oldugunu iddia ediyor ama hem hukuken hem de osinografik
ve hidrografik olarak boyle bir durumu yok. Su anda Ukrayna da, Karadeniz'den
stiriilme tehdidiyle kars: karsiya. Bu alt1 iilkede 292 milyona yakin niifus yastyor,
bu niifusun yirmi milyonu Karadeniz kiyisinda ve en kalabalik olan kiy1 niifusu
Ukrayna, Tiirkiye ve Rusya Federasyonu'ndadir. stanbul, Odesa, Samsun, Trabzon,
Ordu, Sivastopol, Soci, Kostence ve Varna Karadeniz'in en biiyiik kentleri. Karade-
niz, su toplama havzasi nedeniyle kiyisinda yasayan iilkelerden ¢ok daha biiyiik
bir niifusun sorunlarina sahip. Ciinkii su toplama havzasi kendi yiizey alanindan
bes kat daha biiyiik. Avrupa ve Asya i¢ kesimlerindeki on yedi iilke ya yeralt1 su-
lan ya da nehirler yoluyla Karadeniz'i etkiliyor. Artik Baltik'tan girip Tuna'dan
gecip Karadeniz'e kanallarla baglanildig: icin gelebiliyorsunuz, hatta ben bazen
6grencilerime goyle anlatiyorum: Baltik’tan bir ¢6p atsamiz Ortakoy'de ayaklari-
miza vurabilir. Oyle bir etkilegim var. Bir de Karadeniz’in suyu ¢ok gec yenileniyor,
Akdeniz'in suyu Cebeli Tarik, Siiveys ve aslinda daha ¢ok karadan giden tath su
kaynaklari vasitasiyla ancak 8o ila 100 yilda bir yenilenebiliyor, ama Karadeniz'de
su yenilenmesi 800 ila 1000 y1l gibi bir siireye tekabiil ediyor. Muazzam bir rakam.
Ustelik bu sadece ve sadece istanbul Bogazi yoluyla oluyor. Dolayisiyla Marma-
ra'nin 6lmesi, Karadeniz'i de 6ldiirmenin en hizli yolu. Akdeniz'den gelen sular
alt akintiyla Canakkale, Marmara ve Bogazlar vasitasiyla Istanbul'dan gegip Kara-
deniz'e gidiyor ve bu nedenle Karadeniz'in bati kism1 Akdeniz orijinli bir yagam
diizenine sahip.

Karadeniz'e 4sik oldugum bir an yagamigtim. Bir yolculuk sirasinda, Moskova
déniisiinde, pilot yolculara “su anda Karadeniz'in tamamini gérebilirsiniz Istan-
bul Bogaz1 dahil” diye anons etmisti. Baktigim zaman gordiigiim sey, omriimde
gordiigiim en giizel ekolojik havza oldu. Gercekten tepeden bakinca asude bir ba-
har iilkesine benziyordu Karadeniz, ama maalesef kiyilar 6yle degil.

Peki su anda Karadeniz'de ne oluyor? Karadeniz kiyisindaki tek biyosfer rezer-
vi, Rus bombardimani sonucu cayir cayir yandi ve oradaki tiim canllar, cansizlar
yok oldu ve toprak tahrip oldu. Savas nedeniyle ortaya ¢ikan biitiin bu kirlilik ya
hava yoluyla, ya da nehirler yoluyla dogrudan Karadeniz'e geliyor, Findiklrda da
ayaklariniza belki mayinlar degebilir, ama asil bu kirlenmenin sonugclar degecek-
tir. Karadeniz'in ¢ok enteresan toksik ve 120 metrenin altinda oksijenin olmadigi
bir yapisi var. Zehirli bir madde olan hidrojen siilfiiriin oldugu bu alanda dolayi-
siyla canlilar da en fazla 8o metre derinlikte yagiyorlar. Zaten ekolojik, hidrografik
ve osinografik olarak cok hassas ve ¢ok cetin bir deniz olan Karadeniz'e yonelik
karadan artan tahribata ilave olarak bir de savas oldugunda, herhalde benim de
solastaljiden dolay1 mutsuzlugu giderek daha da artan birisi olmam sasirtmaya-
caktir. Neyse ki benim Karadeniz'deki evim denize ¢ok uzak. Ben Karadeniz'in
daghk kismindanim.
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I was born in Trabzon. My early childhood memories are of fkizdere, where I
learnt how to swim. Actually, I only guess I learnt how to swim in ikizdere, be-
cause I have some photos with my siblings swimming in the stream in Ikizdere.
The following question which was directed to me in a written interview, asked by
Ozlem recently as well, drew my attention: “Where did you see the sea for the first
time?” I ask my students whether they have seen the particular sea we are talking
about, for example the Mediterranean or the Marmara Sea, and when they saw it
if they had. When they ask me the sea which I remember to have seen first, I think
of fkizdere. So Ikizdere has a very special place in my subconscious. Probably the
first sea I saw was the Black Sea during our journey from Ikizdere to Heybeliada in
Istanbul. However, Marmara is actually the first place I remember and recognise
as the sea. Then I had to live in Ankara, but as it is known, all political and legal
decision-making processes regarding the seas pass through the capitals of coun-
tries. Besides, if that capital city is not located by the sea and is far away from the
sea, those who take the decisions regarding the sea are criticised for being wrong.
Yet, it is possible both to be in Ankara and work on the sea. I worked for 14 years
in the Ministry of Environment, Foreign Relations Department of the Undersec-
retariat for Environment. Mrs. Aydan Bulca Erim, who I remember with respect,
was my first head of department there, and she gave me three files in the first days
of my employment. One of these files was the Mediterranean Action Plan and
the Blue Plan, and one of them was the proposal of the Federal Republic of Ger-
many to establish a waste incineration and disposal plant to be built somewhere
around Konya.' The other file was the proposal of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, Romania and Bulgaria for a draft Convention on the Protection of the
Black Sea. We gave a very harsh response to Germany’s proposal. I still think that
this response will go down in the history of Turkey’s environmental diplomacy.
Because waste imports to Turkey were banned until 2006, and at that time there
was an exportation of waste from developed countries in the world, especially
to underdeveloped African countries. And this was called garbage colonialism or

1 With the disposal facility, they would both send their own wastes to Turkey and take Turkey’s wastes
and burn them in that facility.
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waste imperialism both in the literature and in activism. Our diplomatic response
was that Turkey would not be a settlement for waste imperialism. That is why the
situation today is tragic. The year I am talking about was 1984, but after 2006, with
increasing rates, Turkey ranks first in the list of waste-importing countries; waste
is being imported.

In my professional life, I have never neglected the Mediterranean, I am still
working on the Mediterranean and in fact I have not neglected the Black Sea ei-
ther. From 1984 to 1994, I was involved in the work for an international treaty for
the protection of the Black Sea. We had numerous meetings between Moscow,
Sofia, Bucharest and Ankara. The Black Sea Convention emerged in the midst of a
historical process in which the Soviet Union was disintegrating and regimes were
changing in Bulgaria and Romania. While there were only four countries around
the table when the negotiations started, the number of the Black Sea countries
suddenly increased to six. It must be admitted that the negotiations were very
tough and very important not only in terms of the history of environmental di-
plomacy but also in terms of international politics. The Soviet Union and later the
Russian Federation, with a strong diplomatic tradition, were tough negotiators.
For the coastal countries other than us, the Black Sea is the only holiday resort,
the backyard of these countries. At this point, Turkey is very lucky because we
have a much wider marine geography including the Marmara, the Mediterranean
and the Aegean Sea. The diplomats I worked with at the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs in Turkey at that time, Ugur Ziyal, Yigit Alpogan, and the late ambassador
Deniz Bolitkbag1 were tremendous. The process was like a second university for
me. They taught me much more about the law of the sea, the law of the marine
environment, Turkish foreign policy and Montreux than I had learnt at the Faculty
of Political Sciences, and to gain experience in negotiation techniques.

I would also like to say this to make a note in history: I have been involved
in the drafting of many legal and political declarations of will such as conven-
tions, protocols, action plans and strategy documents for the protection of both
the Black Sea and the Mediterranean. In fact, one of the protocols about Black Sea
was accepted first by the relevant authorities of Turkey and then by the relevant
authorities of other coastal countries without any change in the text I wrote, and
is currently in force. This makes me proud, because this is my formation. I am not
anatural scientist or engineer, I am a social scientist. What I do regarding environ-
mental policy is to create a sound legal framework, to ensure its enforcement and
to propose political strategies for the development of economic and institutional
instruments to implement these legal arrangements. I handed the Black Sea Ac-
tion plan to a Sema Acar, a friend of mine from the Ministry of Environment, as
soon as the Bucharest Convention on the Black Sea was enforced in 1994, for it was
aa challenging and exhausting process both in terms of negotiation techniques
and due to political reasons arising from the regime changes in the region. In this
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regard, the Mediterranean has a more experienced and different history of envi-
ronmental policy and environmental diplomacy. But when I think about it now,
I realise that there has never been a shortage of hot wars in the Mediterranean,
including the period I worked: Palestine/Israel, Egypt/Syria, Cyprus, Greece/Tur-
key... Therefore, the environment and the sea have always served as a potential
means to force these countries to come together, cooperate, show solidarity and
establish peace, despite the hot conflicts among themselves. At the same time, it
can also be the cause of new conflicts, new tensions and even hot wars. For the
Black Sea, as you know, it is said that Russia’s policy of reaching the warm seas is
continuing since the Russian tsardom. Of course, the maritime transport opportu-
nities of the Russian Federation will increase through the seas it has in the Arctic
region, with the climate crisis. There are implementations such as transport via
the Baltic, but let me repeat that the Black Sea is a unique and important area of
the Russian Federation, Georgia, Ukraine, Bulgaria and Romania in terms of both
maritime transport and tourism. We can even say that it is like the Mediterranean
for them. Now, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is likely to lead Ukraine to be deprived
of any coastal areas in the Black Sea.

Well, let me explain why my title is “On the Brink of Solastalgia”. It was actually
Ozlem, who gave this title to my presentation. Solastalgia is a disease and I am suf-
fering from solastalgia. Solastalgia was first used by the Australian environmental
philosopher Glenn Albrecht. It is a coining of Latin terms neuralgia, nerve pain,
and solacium, comfort. It refers to the severe anxiety and a kind of unhappiness
that people suffer from due to major crises such as environmental and climate
crises. I think the best description of solastalgia is the feeling of “missing one’s
home while being at home”. I learnt this from a foreign expert. The home may be
our planet, it may be Findikly, it may be Ankara, it may be the Marmara, it may be
Marmaris, yet that home is no longer the home one is familiar with. Anyway, so-
lastalgia is the feeling of anxiety and absence that you feel because the natural and
cultural assets you are used to are no longer there. Now, let’s think of me: Where’s
the stream in which I used to swim in ikizdere? It no longer exists or it virtually
no longer exists. It is the same for the Marmara, or Heybeliada, too. My father was
a doctor at the sanatorium and an expert on tuberculosis. I don’t know whether
you've seen the sanatorium lately; there’s a big padlock on the door. An enormous
forest area and the building in it are transferred to the Directorate of Religious
Affairs and are left to decay. One part of it is collapsing each day; the building is
collapsing. The nature is occupying the building with plants. I have no idea what
will happen when the building collapses completely, what the Directorate will do
there; but an enormous health complex has been destroyed. And what about my
sea, the Marmara? I would never want to see this in my lifetime. The Marmara is
dying. In fact, it is dying at a very high rate. The death of a sea is very serious event,
because the seas and oceans give us 50 per cent of the oxygen we inhale. In other
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words, we take one out of every two breaths from the seas.

When Marmara dies, it will smell like rotten eggs. It is not me who is saying
this; it is our marine scientists who say this looking at scientific findings. You can
understand that a sea is dying from the amount of vitality and oxygen in it. There
is no oxygen in 8o per cent of Marmara at the moment. There is oxygen only in 20,
or 30 per cent of it. I don’t want to say that people will die as well if Marmara dies;
but, frankly speaking, who cares when people die if they are destructive enough
to kill the sea. But of course, the wealthy will not die here again. As it always hap-
pens, it will be the poor, future generations, and living beings other than human
beings who will suffer. Well, let’s go back to the Black Sea. I read the famous French
historian Braudel a lot while studying the Mediterranean as a graduate student
and while working at the Undersecretariat for the Environment, and I sometimes
re-read his books again and again. At the beginning of one of his books about
the Mediterranean, Braudel says: “I loved the Mediterranean with passion, like all
those who come from the north.” The Black Sea is my north and I resemble myself
to the Black Sea.? Until today, the Black Sea has always been called the dark sea,
the hostile sea, the sea that does not like guests: Ahshena, Pelagoso Pontikon, Pon-
tos Exinus, Mare Euxinum, Uchazugha...

When we say the Black Sea, we actually say it because of the Shamanic tradi-
tions in which colours are used to describe directions. Because the north is black.
The south, the east, and the west are traditionally named after other colours. But
for some reason we attribute negative meanings to black. I'm almost obsessively
against it. My experiences in the third phase of my life, which caused me to suffer
from solastalgia, are very effective in this. The first of these phases was related
to ikizdere, the second was related to the Marmara Sea, and the third was when
my father was assigned to Rwanda as a doctor for World Health Organisation to
fight against smallpox, malaria and tuberculosis. The most interesting and colour-
ful memories of my childhood are from Rwanda. Then the genocide happened in
Rwanda. My childhood friends and thousands of people were massacred in a very
short time. Rwanda is a tiny and beautiful country that I consider as my ancestral
home. It is a country of volcanoes, forests, lakes and rivers at a height that cannot
be seen in Africa, and they call themselves “The Country of a Thousand Hills".
That country suddenly turned into a bloodbath. This is one of the experiences
that caused me to suffer from solastalgia and perhaps it is also one of the rea-
sons why I love “black”. In Turkey, there is serious racism against people of black
colour, which most people, maybe including you too, are not aware of. Since my
childhood, T have never understood the difference between being white or black.
Why should it be any different? You play together on the same street, in the same

2 When I talk about the Black Sea, | think you understand that | am talking about the sea, the land inter-
ests me only because it affects the sea.
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garden. There comes a moment and then another moment, and of course the life
teaches you. When I went to a colonialist country with a friend from any country in
Africa, T had to defend “the black” because of the treatment they received and the
similar treatment I started to receive because I was a Turk. Because being “black” is
not just being “black’, but it also taught me how some black-haired, black-headed
people like me were discriminated against by some blue-eyed, non-blond-haired
people. That's why I love black, I love black, but my solastalgia doesn’'t go away.

Many readers of this article will probably say that they are already on the
shores of the Black Sea, and do not need to learn the Black Sea from me. Do not
get angry, but you don’t know the Black Sea. For example, a few weeks ago, at an
ecological event organised by the municipality in Findikly, the topic of discussion
was the destruction on the land. I couldn’t stand it and wrote a message to my ac-
quaintances that were going to attend. “You are sitting by the sea, either your face
or your back is facing the sea, yet you don't talk about the sea. Don't you realise
that there is a sea there?” I received a response from some of them saying, “Yes,
you are right, we just didn’t realise.” This is not only about Findikly; it all the same
about the Mediterranean, the Marmara, and the Aegean as well as elsewhere in
the Black Sea. In Trabzon, for example, the place where we used to go swimming,
only a few streets away from our house, is now an enormous double-lane coastal
road, like the Great Wall of China. We are completely separated from the sea and
we only see what we want to see.

I am very lucky that I both had to learn a lot about the Black Sea for profes-
sional reasons, and I had the opportunity to see the whole Black Sea from above.
The Black Sea is a semi-enclosed inland sea, and there is the Sea of Azov as a very
important sub-region of the Black Sea. The Black Sea is a relatively small sea, with
an average depth of 1280 metres, and is surrounded by six countries. Moldova has
no coasts to the Black Sea. It claims to have a coast to the Black Sea with an artifi-
cial canal, but it is not the case either legally, oceanographically or hydrographical-
ly. Currently, Ukraine is facing the danger of being driven away from the Black Sea.
There are 292 million inhabitants in these six countries, twenty millions of whom
live on the coasts of the Black Sea, with the largest coastal populations in Ukraine,
Turkey and the Russian Federation. Istanbul, Odessa, Samsun, Samsun, Trabzon,
Trabzon, Ordu, Sevastopol, Sochi, Constanta and Varna are the largest Black Sea
cities. Due to its catchment basin, the Black Sea has the problems of a much larger
population than the countries living on its shores. This is because the catchment
area is five times larger than its surface area. Seventeen countries in the Europe-
an and Asian inlands are affecting the Black Sea through their connection either
through groundwaters or rivers. Now you can enter from the Baltic, pass through
the Danube and come to the Black Sea because it is connected to the Black Sea
by canals, and I sometimes explain to my students as follows: If you throw waste
into the Baltic, it may hit your feet in Ortakdy. There is such an interaction. In
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addition, the water in the Black Sea is renewed very slowly, while the water in the
Mediterranean can be renewed every 8o to 100 years through Jebel Tariq, Suez and
fresh water sources, which are actually located on the land. But water renewal rate
in the Black Sea corresponds to a period of 800 to 1000 years. That’s a long time.
Moreover, this happens only and only through the Bosporus. Therefore, the death
of the Marmara is the fastest way to kill the Black Sea. The waters coming from the
Mediterranean Sea pass through the Dardanelle, the Marmara and Istanbul via
the Bosporus Strait to the Black Sea, and therefore the western part of the Black
Sea has a Mediterranean style life cycle.

I had a moment when I fell in love with the Black Sea. During a journey, on
the way back to Moscow. The pilot announced to the passengers, “You can now see
the entire Black Sea, including the Bosporus”. What I saw when I looked was the
most beautiful ecological basin I have ever seen. Looking from above, the Black
Sea really looked like an idyllic spring country, but unfortunately the coasts are
not like that.

And what is happening in the Black Sea now? The only biosphere reserve on the
Black Sea coast was burnt to the ground by Russian bombardments and all living
and non-living things were destroyed and the soil was destroyed. All this pollution
caused by the war is transferred directly into the Black Sea, either by air or by rivers,
and mines may touch your feet in Findikli. But it will actually be the consequences
of this pollution that will touch your feet. The Black Sea has a very interesting toxic
structure where there is no oxygen below 120 metres. In this area where hydrogen
sulphide, a poisonous substance, is present, living organisms live at a maximum
depth of 8o metres. When there is a war in addition to the increasing destruction of
the Black Sea, which is already ecologically, hydrographically and chinographically
a very sensitive sea, it will not be surprising that my unhappiness due to solastalgia
is increasing gradually. Fortunately, my house in the Black Sea region is very far
from the sea. I am from the mountainous part of the Black Sea.






Karadeniz’de Cevresel Giivenlik®

Ayse Esin Bagskan

Karadeniz yiizlerce yildir gizemini koruyan, tarihin degisik donemlerinde farkh
isimler ile anilan, mitlere konu olan, diinyanin en biiyiik anoksik su kiitlesidir. Bu-
giine kadar sanilanin aksine ¢ok fazla bilimsel aragtirmaya konu olan Karadeniz;
olusumu, benzersiz 6zellikleri, dogal kaynaklari, var olan potansiyeli, stratejik ko-
numu ve ¢evresel durumu ile hem arastirmacilarin hem de uluslararasi giindemin
ilgisini cekmektedir. Diinyanin en farkli 6zelliklerine sahip denizi olan Karadeniz,
genis bir cografya ve yogun bir niifusun etkisi altindadur.

Tath su goliinden tuzlu suya doniisen olugsum siireci, olusumunun Nuh Tufa-
ni ile iligkilendirilmesi, yar1 kapali, oksijensiz yapisi, devam eden evrimlegme sii-
reci, diinyanin en izole ve kirli denizlerinden olmasi ile diinya denizlerinden ayri-
lan Karadeniz ayni zamanda “Gizemin ve Mitlerin Denizi” olarak da anilmaktadir.
Otuzdan fazla sayida akarsu tarafindan beslenen, yogun bir niifusun drenaj alan
olan, cevresel bozulma tehdidi altinda bulunan, etrafindaki iilkelerin siyasi/askeri
catismali ve dondurulmus konularinin yogun oldugu, enerji kaynaklarina yakinli-
&1 ve enerji koridoru olma 6zelligi ile Karadeniz s6z konusu oldugunda; yalnizca
kiyidas tilkeler degil denizin yaklagik beg kati biiytikliigiinde olan genis havzay: da
dikkate alarak inceleme yapmanin énemi biiyiiktiir.

Karadeniz oncelikle denize kiyis1 bulunan, denizi ve ¢evresini dogrudan et-
kileyen, denizin karsi karsiya kaldig1 degisimlerden de dogrudan etkilenen 6
kiyidas iilke Tiirkiye, Rusya, Giircistan, Ukrayna, Bulgaristan ve Romanya’dan
etkilenmekte ve bu iilkeleri etkilemektedir. Bununla birlikte, Karadeniz’e boga-
lan nehirlerin havzalar ile bu nehirlerin etkilesimde oldugu alanlar da denizi ve
cevresini etkilemektedir. Karadeniz Havzasi’'ndaki 23 iilkenin yaklagik 170 milyon
niifusun iiretim ve tiiketim anlayislar, ekonomik faaliyetleri, yatirimlari, cevreye
baks acilan ve politikalar1 Karadeniz ve cevresini etkilemektedir. Ozetle sekilden
goriilecegi tizere calisma kapsaminda ele alinan bolge, 6ncelikle Karadeniz ile Ka-
radeniz’e kiyisi olan, denizi ve cevresini dogrudan etkileyen, denizin kars1 karsiya
kaldig1 degisimlerden de dogrudan etkilenen Balkanlardan Kafkaslara kadar

1 Bagkan, A., E. 2021. Karadeniz’de Cevresel Giivenlik. Ankara: Gece Yayinevi. Kara’dan Ote: Deniz Olarak
Karadeniz’e Bakmak Cevrimigi Calistayinda sunulan bu galisma, Dr. Ayse Esin BASKAN’in “Karadeniz’de
Cevresel Guvenlik” baglikli kitabinin iceriginden yararlanilarak ozet sekilde hazirlanmistir. Calisma
kapsaminda yararlanilan bilimsel galismalar ve ilgili diger kaynakgaya dair detaylara kitaptan ulasabilirsiniz.
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hem batidan doguya hem de giineyden kuzeye dogru uzanan giizergah iizerinde
bulunan 6 kiyidas iilke olan Tiirkiye, Rusya, Giircistan, Ukrayna, Bulgaristan ve
Romanya'dan olugmaktadir. Bununla birlikte Karadeniz'e bosalan nehirlerin
havzalari ile bu nehirlerin etkilesimde oldugu alanlar da incelenerek bolgeye dahil
edilmigtir. Bircok akarsu tarafindan beslenen Karadeniz'in 2 milyon km*den fazla
bir alanm1 kaplayan, ¢ok genis bir drenaj alan1 bulunmaktadir.

insk \

MAKEDONYA + | BULGARISTAN

AMNAVUTLUK

YUNANISTAN

Sekil1. Karadeniz Bolgesi/Havzast Hidrolojik ve Cografi Sturlar: (Baskan 2021: 42).

Karadeniz, istanbul Bogaz1 gibi dar ve zorlu bir su yolu ile diinya denizlerine
baglanmakta olup izole, yari-kapali, dogal su ¢evrimi ¢ok uzun zaman alan, sii-
rekli kirlilige maruz birakilan ve bir¢cok cevre sorununun tehditi altinda olan bir
denizdir. Ozellikle 1960’lardan sonra yogunlagmaya baslayan Karadeniz'in kargi
karsiya kaldig1 cevre sorunlar cevresel bir yikim olusturmustur. S6z konusu ¢evre
sorunlar1 Karadeniz'in biyolojik cesitliligini, siirdiiriilebilir kullanimini, denizin ve
ondan yararlanan insanlarin gelecegini, ekonomik faaliyetlerini, yasam kalitesini
ciddi oranda etkileyecek sekilde artmaktadir.

Uzun yillardir kars: kargiya kaldig1 yogun cevresel bozulma sonucu “6lmekte
olan denizler” kategorisinde yer alan ve yari-kapal bir deniz olan Karadeniz'in
derin sulari, diinyanin en biiyiik toksik hidrojen siilfiir rezervuaridir. Karadeniz'in
karg1 kargiya bulundugu cevresel yikimin, degisimin ve diger potansiyel cevresel
sorunlarin olugturdugu zararlarin, bélgenin istikrar ve denge durumu, kiyidag iil-
kelerin ekonomik faaliyetleri de dikkate alinarak ¢evresel giivenlik sorunu olus-
turdugu ortadadur.
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Ticari ve ulagim rotalari, dogal, tarihi ve kiiltiirel degerleri ile dikkat ceken cok
genis bir cografya olan Karadeniz havzasinda farkl iklimler yasanmaktadir. Bu
farkli iklim ve cografi kosullar, tarim {iriinlerini, floray1 ve faunayi etkilemektedir.
Deniz ile birlikte goller, nehirler, nehir agizlari, lagiinler, batakliklar, turbaliklar,
tagkin ovalari, tuzlalar, deniz gayir yataklari, deniz kiyisi gelgit alanlari ve rezervu-
arlar iceren, biyolojik iiretimin en yiiksek oldugu ekosistemler olan sulak alanlar
Karadeniz Bélgesimin en 6nemli biyolojik varliklar arasindadir. Dinamik ve ¢ok
tiretken ekosistemler olan Karadeniz kiyisinda yer alan sulak alanlar, Karadeniz
deniz cevresi ile karasal drenaj alani arasinda derin denizle s1g denizi ayiran bir
bolge olusturmaktadir. Biyolojik cesitlilik acismdan 6nem tasiyan Karadeniz ile
kiy1 sulak alanlan Afrika-Avrupa arasindaki gogmen kuslarinin ugus rotasinda yer
almakta olup ayni zamanda milyonlarca go¢men su kuslarinin kiglama alani ol-
malar1 agisindan da 6nemli bir yere sahiptir.

Ani sicaklik ve yagis degisimleri ile tiim diinyay1 oldugu gibi Karadeniz'i de
bir¢ok yonden etkileyen kiiresel iklim degisikligi ayn1 zamanda diger cevre sorun-
larindan hem etkilenmekte hem de etkilemektedir. Karadeniz; 6zellikle baglicas:
Tuna olan Don, Dinyester, Dinyeper, Kizilirmak, Yesilirmak gibi biiyiik nehirlerle
bir¢ok iilkeden denize taginan kirleticiler nedeniyle olusan kara kokenli kirlilik;
Karadeniz'deki istilaci tiirler ve Akdenizlesme; biyolojik cesitlilik kaybi ve balik-
cilik faaliyetlerinin denize etkisi; niikleer enerji tesisleri ve niikleer atiklar; tehli-
keli ve zararli maddeler ile deniz ¢oplerinden (kat: atiklar) kaynakli kirlilik; petrol
kirliligi (deniz vasitalarinin normal operasyonlari, deniz kazalari, kiyidaki tesis-
lerden kaynakli petrol kirliligi ve acil miidahale; boru hatlari, dogalgaz ile petrol
aragtirmalar ve acik deniz platformlarindan kaynakh kirlilik); askeri faaliyetler,
catigma ve savaglarin denizel ortam ve ¢evresindeki kirlilige etkisi; ekonomik ya-
tirim ve faaliyetlerin cevreye etkileri gibi bircok cevre sorunu ile karg: karsiyadir.

Her ne kadar Karadeniz; Karadeniz Havzasi'ndaki 23 iilkenin yaklasik 170
milyon niifusun iiretim ve tiiketim anlayislari, ekonomik faaliyetleri, yatirimlari,
cevreye bakis agilari ve politikalarindan etkilense de; Karadeniz s6z konusu oldu-
gunda denizin yaklasik bes kat1 bityiikliigiinde olan genis havzay: dikkate alarak
inceleme yapmanin énemi biiyiik olsa da, denizin korunmasinda ve cevresel gii-
venliginin saglanmasinda dncelikle belirleyici olan kiyidas tilkelerdir.

Bu kapsamda kiyidas iilkelerin yatirimlari, ekonomik faaliyetleri ve politi-
kalar incelendiginde; Karadeniz ve ¢evresinin korunmasinin, Karadeniz kiyidag
tilkelerinin giindeminde ekonomik 6ncelikleri kadar yer teskil etmedigi, kiyrdas
tilkelerin ekonomik faaliyetleri ve Karadeniz kiyilarinda yogunlastirdig: yatirimla-
rin cevresel baskiyi artirarak cevresel giivenlik sorunu olusturabilecek potansiyeli
tagidig gorilmektedir. Kiyidas tilkeler arasinda catigmali konular ve/veya dondu-
rulmus sorun alanlar1 bulunmakta, bu durum bolgesellesme bilincini ve ¢evresel
giivenligin saglanmasini da etkilemektedir. Son dénemde balgenin iki kiyidas iil-
kesi olan Ukrayna ve Rusya arasindaki savag durumu aralarindaki soguk/dondu-
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rulmus konular sicak ¢catigmaya doniigtiirmiistiir. S6z konusu savag durumu, Ka-
radeniz kiyisindaki veya nehirlerle Karadeniz'e atik ve atik sulari ulagan kentlerin
alt ve tist yapilarinin yikilmas, sanayi tesisleri, niikleer santraller gibi alanlarin za-
rar gormesi, karada ve denizde kullanilan askeri silah, mayin, mithimmat ve diger
techizattan kaynakli yogun kirlilik ile Karadeniz ve ¢evresinin karsi karsiya kaldig:
cevresel giivenlik riskini daha da artirmaktadir.

Son donemde ortaya ¢ikan iki kiyidag bolge tilkesinin arasindaki savag duru-
mu Oncesinde; Karadeniz kiyidag tilkelerinin ekolojik ayak izleri ve biyokapasite
rezervleri arasindaki iliski incelendiginde, ¢evre ve dogal kaynaklar tizerindeki
baskilar1 nedeniyle kiyidas iilkelerin ¢cogunun biyokapasite rezervinin acgik ver-
mekte oldugu ve sahip olduklar1 dogal degerlerden daha fazla harcama yaparak
cevresel yikimin devam etmesine neden oldugu goriilmektedir. Ancak Karadeniz
kiyidas tilkeleri arasinda en fazla ekolojik ayak izine Rusya sahip olmasina ragmen
Rusya'nin biyorezerv kapasitesi ¢ok giiclii oldugu icin heniiz rezervleri iyi durum-
dadir. Karadeniz kiyidas iilkelerinde genel olarak, ekolojik ayak izi ile biyokapasite
rezervi arasindaki denge, canlilarin yagsam kalitesini, ekosistem dengesini, dogal
kaynaklarin siirdiiriilebilirligi, ekonomik faaliyetlerin ekonomi, cevre, sosyal ya-
sam ile denge kurularak devam ettirebilmesi agisindan bozulmus ve bozulmaya
devam etmektedir.

Karadeniz'de ¢evresel bir yikima yol acan s6z konusu ¢evre sorunlar giderek
siddetini artirmaktadir. Karadeniz'de 1955-2015 arasinda yapilan bilimsel aras-
tirma, yasamin siirdiigii Karadeniz'deki oksijenli tabakanin, 140 m'den go m'ye
dogru, nispeten kisa siirede, yaklasik %44 oraninda daraldigini gostermektedir.
Ayrica yapilan s6z konusu bilimsel arastirma ile hem atmosferik 1sinma hem de
Otrofikasyonun yakin bir gelecekte artmas: beklendiginden, Karadeniz'in daha
da siglasma tehdidine kars1 oksijenli tabakasinin dinamiklerinin izlenmesine acil
olarak ihtiya¢ duyuldugu ortaya konulmugtur. Liége Universitesi'ndeki MAST
Grubu tarafindan yiiriitillen bilimsel arastirma ile Karadeniz'in yillik su cevri-
minin birkag yila yayilmasi, sularimin isinmasi, buharlasmanin artmasi, ¢oziin-
miis oksijen miktarinin azalmasi, Akdenizlesme siireci, deniz suyu kalitesinin
bozulmasi, daralan oksijenli tabakay: altta yer alan hidrojen siilfiirlii tabakanin
stkigtirmasinin getirebilecegi sorunlara da dikkat gekilmektedir. Ozetle, denizle
ilgili yapilan bilimsel ¢aligmalar ile Karadeniz'in “Yeni Bir Denge Bulma Siireci’n-
de olduguna ve bunun da “Ekolojik ve Ekonomik Bir Etkisi"nin olmasinin beklen-
digine isaret etmektedir.

Stockholm Dayaniklilik Merkezi tarafindan dikkat gekilen, farkh disiplinlerde-
ki 18 bilim insani tarafindan ortaya konulan ve ilk defa 2009 yilinda yayimlanan,
insanhgm giivenli bir sekilde yol alabilecegi cevresel siirlan tanimlamay: amag-
layan “Gezegensel Sinirlar (Planetary Boundaries)” ve agisindan da Karadeniz'deki
durumun incelenmesinde fayda oldugu diisiiniilmektedir. Insanhgin gelecek ne-
sillerinin haklarini da dikkate alarak diinyada yasamini ve faaliyetlerini giivenli ge-
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kilde devam ettirebilmesini saglayabilmesi icin tanimlanan sinirlar 16 Ocak 2015
tarihinde giincellenerek yayimlandiginda; asagida belirtilen dokuz adet simirdan
dordiiniin diinyada halihazirda insan faaliyetlerinin etkisi sonucu gecildigine dik-
kat ¢ekilmistir. Bu dokuz gezegensel sinir; iklim degisikligi; biyosfer biitiinliigiinde
degisim (biyocesitlilik kaybi ve tiirlerin yok olusu); stratosferik ozon tiikenmesi;
okyanus asitlenmesi; biyojeokimyasal akiglardaki degisim (fosfor ve azot don-
giileri); arazi sistemi degisimi (6rnegin ormansizlastirma); tath su kullanimi; at-
mosferik aerosol yiiklemesi (atmosferdeki iklim ve canli organizmalan etkileyen
mikroskobik parcaciklar); cevre ortamina yeni maddelerin girisi (6rnegin organik
kirleticiler, radyoaktif materyaller, nanomalzemeler ve mikro plastikler) olarak ta-
nmimlanmustir. Calismalarn yiiriiten uzmanlar tarafindan diinyada gegilen dort sinir
ise; iklim degisikligi; biyosfer biitiinliigiinde degisim (biyocesitlilik kaybi ve tiirlerin
yok olusu); arazi sistemi degisimi (6rnegin ormansizlastirma) ve biyojeokimyasal
akislardaki (fosfor ve azot dongiileri) degisim olarak aciklanmistir. Bilim insanlan
“iklim degisikligi” ve “biyosfer biitiinliigiinii” “gekirdek smirlar” olarak tanimlamak-
ta ve s6z konusu ¢ekirdek simirlarn her ikisini de 6nemli 6l¢iide degistirmenin,
“Diinya Sistemini yeni bir duruma getirecegi’ni belirtmektedir. Bu kapsamda (Basg-
kan 2020: 281-284) tarafindan; sdz konusu calisma ile belirlenen dokuz gezegensel
sy, tiim diinyada gecildigi tespit edilen ikisi ¢ekirdek sinir olan dort gezegensel
sinir ve MAST Grubu tarafindan elde edilen arastirma sonuglari, Karadeniz'in kars:
karstya kaldig1 cevresel yikima sebep olan ve cevresel giivenligi tehdit eden ¢evre
sorunlar ile birlikte ele alinarak Karadeniz'in Cevresel Giivenlik Matrisi (Dizey)
hazirlanmistir. Karadeniz Cevresel Giivenlik Matrisi ile Karadeniz'de degisimin
analizini yapmak iizere, etmenler, baskilar, gezegensel sinirlar, Karadeniz>deki
cevresel giivenlik konulari, simirlarin asilma durumlari, bilimsel aragtirma sonugla-
11, cografi kapsam ve etki diizeyi ile aralarindaki iliski incelenmisgtir.

Ozetle, Antroposen Cag olarak da adlandirilan bu ¢agda insanhgn, tarihi bo-
yunca hi¢ bu kadar dogadan kopuk olmadig, cevreyi metalastirmadig: ve tahri-
batinin bu boyutlara ulasmadig1 goriilmekte olup bu yaklagim diinyanin bir¢ok
yerinde oldugu gibi Karadeniz Bolgesi'nde de cevresel giivenlik riski olusturan
yikimla basa ¢ikmay: zorlagtirmaktadir. Sonug olarak cevresel giivenlik sorun-
sali acisindan ¢ok genis bir drenaj alanini kapsayan Karadeniz Bolgesi'ne baka-
cak olursak; pek cok cevresel sorunun tehdidi altinda, bir cevre felaketi ile kars
karsiya oldugu, 6ziimseme kapasitesini kat kat agsan bu tehditler kargisinda giin
gectikee kotiilegen bir duruma geldigi, sorunlarin bolge sakinleri bagta olmak tize-
re canlilarin yagam kalitesini, insanlarin refahini, sosyal ve ekonomik yagantisin
tehdit eder diizeye ulastig1 ve her an dengenin Karadeniz aleyhine bozulabilecegi
goriilmektedir.

41



Environmental Security in the Black Sea'

Ayse Esin Baskan

The Black Sea is the world’s largest anoxic body of water, which has been a mystery
for hundreds of years, called by different names in different periods of history, and
has been a subject of myths. The Black Sea, which has been the subject of much
scientific research to date contrary to popular belief, attracts the attention of both
researchers and the international powers with its formation, unique features, na-
tural resources, existing potential, strategic location and environmental status.
The Black Sea, the most diverse sea in the world, is under the influence of a wide
geographical territory and a dense population.

The Black Sea, distinguished from the other seas in the world by its formation
process from a freshwater lake to salt water, its association with Noah'’s Flood, its
semi-enclosed, oxygen-free structure, its ongoing evolutionary process, and the
fact that it is one of the most isolated and polluted seas in the world, is also known
as the “Sea of Mystery and Myth”. When it comes to the Black Sea, which is fed by
more than thirty rivers, which is the drainage area of a dense population, which is
under the threat of environmental degradation, which is under the threat of envi-
ronmental degradation, where the political/military conflicts and frozen issues of
the countries around it are intense, with its proximity to energy resources and its
feature of being an energy corridor; it is of great importance to explore it by taking
not only the riparian countries but also the large basin, which is about five times
the size of the sea, into account.

The Black Sea is primarily affected and influenced by the 6 littoral countries
consisting of Turkey, Russia, Georgia, Ukraine, Bulgaria and Romania, which have
coasts on the Black Sea, which directly affect the sea and its environment and are
directly affected by the changes that the sea faces. In addition, the basins of the
rivers emptying into the Black Sea and the areas where these rivers interact also
affect the sea and its environment. The production and consumption approaches,
economic activities, investments, environmental perspectives and policies of ap-
proximately 170 million population of 23 countries in the Black Sea Basin affect

1 Baskan, A., E. 2021. Environmental Security in the Black Sea. Ankara: Gece Publishing House.Beyond
Land: Looking at the Black Sea as a Sea Online Workshop, this study has been prepared in summary form
by making use of the content of Dr. Ayse Esin BASKAN’s book titled “Environmental Security in the Black
Sea”. Details of the scientific studies and other relevant bibliography can be found in the book.
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the Black Sea and its environment. In summary, as can be seen from the figiire
below, the region covered within the scope of the study consists primarily of the
Black Sea and the 6 riparian countries, Turkey, Russia, Georgia, Ukraine, Bulgaria
and Romania, which are located on the route extending both from west to east
and from south to north from the Balkans to the Caucasus, which directly affect
the sea and its environment and are directly affected by the changes that the sea
faces. In addition, the basins of the rivers emptying into the Black Sea and the are-
as where these rivers interact were also examined and included in the region. Fed
by many rivers, the Black Sea has a very large drainage area covering more than 2
million km?=
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Figure 1. Hydrological and Geographical Boundaries of the Black Sea Region/Basin
(Bagkan 2021: 42).

The Black Sea is connected to the other seas of world by a narrow and tough
waterway such as the Bosphorus Strait and is an isolated, semi-enclosed sea whose
natural water cycle takes a very long time, is constantly exposed to pollution and is
threatened by many environmental problems. The environmental problems faced
by the Black Sea, which started to intensify especially after the 1960s, have created
an environmental devastation. These environmental problems are increasing in a
way to seriously affect the biodiversity and sustainable use of the Black Sea, the
future of the sea and the people who benefit from it, and people’s economic acti-
vities and quality of life.

43



44

Beyond the Land: Looking at the Black Sea as a Marine Environment

The deep waters of the Black Sea, which is a semi-enclosed sea, is the world’s
largest reservoir of toxic hydrogen sulfide and is categorized as a “dying sea” due
to the intense environmental degradation it has been facing for many years. It is
obvious that the environmental destruction, change and other potential environ-
mental problems facing the Black Sea pose an environmental security problem,
taking into account the stability and equilibrium of the region and the economic
activities of the littoral states.

Different climates are seen in the Black Sea basin, which is a very large geog-
raphical territory that attracts attention with its commercial and transportation
routes, natural, historical and cultural values. These different climatic and geog-
raphical conditions affect agricultural products, the flora and the fauna. Wetlands,
which include lakes, rivers, estuaries, lagoons, marshes, peatlands, flood plains,
saltpans, seagrass beds, seashore tidal areas and reservoirs, are among the most
important biological assets of the Black Sea Region. Wetlands on the Black Sea
coast, which are dynamic and highly productive ecosystems, form a zone separa-
ting the deep sea from the shallow sea between the Black Sea marine environment
and the terrestrial drainage area. The Black Sea and the coastal wetlands, which
are important in terms of biodiversity, are located on the flight route of migratory
birds between Africa and Europe, and also have an important place as wintering
grounds for millions of migratory water birds.

Global climate change, which affects the Black Sea as well as the whole world
in many ways with sudden changes in temperature and precipitation, is mutually
affected by other environmental problems. The Black Sea is affected by land-based
pollution caused by pollutants carried into the sea from many countries, especi-
ally by large rivers such as the Danube, the Don, the Dniester, the Dnieper, the
Kizilirmak, and the Yesilirmak; invasive species in the Black Sea and Mediterra-
neanization; loss of biodiversity and the impact of fishing activities on the sea;
nuclear power plants and nuclear waste; pollution from hazardous and harmful
substances and marine litter (solid wastes); oil pollution (normal operations of
marine vessels, marine accidents, oil pollution from onshore installations and
emergency response; pollution from pipelines, natural gas and oil exploration and
offshore platforms); the impact of military activities, conflicts and wars on pollu-
tion in and around the marine environment; the impact of economic investments
and activities on the environment.

Although the Black Sea is affected by the production and consumption ap-
proaches, economic activities, investments, environmental perspectives and poli—
cies of approximately 170 million inhabitants of the 23 countries in the Black Sea
Basin, and although it is of great importance to examine the Black Sea by taking
into account the large basin, which is about five times the size of the sea, it is the
riparian countries that are primarily decisive in protecting the sea and ensuring its
environmental security regarding the Black Sea.
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In this context, when the investments, economic activities and policies of the
littoral countries are analysed, it is observed that the protection of the Black Sea
and its environment is not as high on the agenda of the Black Sea littoral count-
ries as their economic priorities, and the economic activities; and the investments
they intensify on the Black Sea coasts have the potential to increase environmen-
tal pressure and create environmental security problems. There are conflicting
issues and/or frozen problematic issues among the riparian countries, which also
affect the awareness of regionalization and ensuring environmental security. Re-
cently, the state of war between the two littoral states of the region, Ukraine and
Russia, has turned the cold/frozen issues between them into a hot conflict. This
war situation further increases the environmental security risk faced by the Black
Sea and its surroundings with the destruction of the infrastructure and superstru-
ctures of the cities on the Black Sea coast or whose waste and wastewater reaches
the Black Sea through rivers, damage to industrial facilities, nuclear power plants,
and intense pollution from military weapons, mines, ammunition and other equ-
ipment used on land and sea.

When the relationship between the ecological footprints and bio-capacity re-
serves of the Black Sea riparian countries before the recent war between the two
riparian countries is analysed, it is observed that the bio-capacity reserves of most
of the riparian countries are in deficit due to their pressures on the environment
and natural resources, and that they cause environmental destruction to continue
by spending more than the natural values they have. However, although Russia
has the largest ecological footprint among the Black Sea riparian countries, its
reserves are still in good condition as its capacity of bio-reserves is very strong. In
general, the balance between ecological footprint and bio-capacity reserve in the
Black Sea littoral countries has deteriorated and continues to deteriorate in terms
of the quality of life of living beings, ecosystem balance, sustainability of natural
resources, sustainability of economic activities in balance with economy, environ-
ment and social life.

These environmental problems, which are causing environmental destruction
in the Black Sea, are increasing in severity. Scientific research conducted in the
Black Sea between 1955 and 2015 shows that the oxygenated layer in the Black Sea,
where life is sustained, has shrunk by about 44% from 140 m to 9o m in a relatively
short period of time. Research also shows that there is an urgent need to monitor
the dynamics of the oxygenated layer of the Black Sea against the threat of further
shallowing since both atmospheric warming and eutrophication are expected to
increase in the near future. The scientific research carried out by the MAST Group
at the University of Liége also draws attention to the problems that may be caused
by the Black Sea’s annual water cycle spreading over several years, warming of its
waters, increased evaporation, decrease in the amount of dissolved oxygen, Me-
diterraneanisation process, deterioration of seawater quality, compression of the
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shrinking oxygen layer by the underlying hydrogen sulphide layer. In summary,
scientific studies on the sea indicate that the Black Sea is in the process of “Fin-
ding a New Equilibrium’, which is expected to have an “Ecological and Economic
Impact”.

It is considered useful to examine the situation in the Black Sea in terms of
“Planetary Boundaries”, which was first published in 2009 with an aim at defining
the environmental boundaries that humanity can safely navigate, to which the
Stockholm Resilience Centerwhich drew attentions, and which was proposed by
18 scientists from different disciplines. When the boundaries, defined for the se-
cure sustainability of the life and the activities of the future generations by taking
into their rights, were updated and published on January 16, 2015, it was pointed
out that four of the following nine boundaries had already been crossed in the
world as a result of human activities,. These nine planetary boundaries are climate
change; change in biosphere integrity (biodiversity loss and species extinction);
stratospheric ozone depletion; ocean acidification; change in biogeochemical
fluxes (phosphorus and nitrogen cycles); land system change (e.g. deforestation);
freshwater use; atmospheric aerosolisation; freshwater use; atmospheric aerosol
loading (microscopic particles in the atmosphere that affect climate and living or-
ganisms); and the introduction of new substances into the environment (e.g. orga-
nic pollutants, radioactive materials, nanomaterials and micro-plastics). The four
boundaries crossed in the world are climate change; change in the integrity of the
biosphere (loss of biodiversity and extinction of species); land system change (e.g.
deforestation); and change in biogeochemical fluxes (phosphorus and nitrogen
cycles) according to the declaration of the experts conducting the study. Scientists
define “climate change” and “biosphere integrity” as “core boundaries” and state
that altering either of these core boundaries significantly would “put the system
of the Earth in a new state”. In this context, Bagkan (2020: 281-284) prepared the
Black Sea Environmental Security Matrix (Dizey) by taking into consideration the
nine planetary boundaries identified by the aforementioned study, the four plane-
tary boundaries, two of which are core boundaries, that were found to be crossed
all over the world, and the research results obtained by the MAST Group, toget-
her with the environmental problems that cause environmental destruction and
threaten environmental security that the Black Sea faces. In order to analyse the
changes in the Black Sea with the Black Sea Environmental Security Matrix, the
relationship between the factors, pressures, planetary boundaries, environmental
security issues in the Black Sea, transgression of the boundaries, scientific resear-
ch results, geographical scope and impact level were analysed.

In summary, in this age, which is also called the Anthropocene Age, humanity
has never been so separated from the nature, commodified the environment and
its destruction has never reached such levels throughout the history, and this ap-
proach makes it difficult to cope with the destruction that poses an environmental
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security risk in the Black Sea Region as in many parts of the world. As a result, if
we look at the Black Sea Region, which covers a very large drainage area in terms
of the issue of environmental security; it is observed that it is under the threat of
many environmental problems, that it is facing an environmental disaster, that it
has reached a deteriorating situation day by day in the face of these threats which
far exceed its absorption capacity, that the problems have reached a level which
threatens the quality of life of living beings, especially the inhabitants of the re-
gion, the welfare, social and economic life of people, and that the balance can be
disrupted against the Black Sea at any time.
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Kiyilar

Karadeniz sadece Istanbul Bogazr'yla, Marmara ve diger denizlere acilan, yar ka-
pal1 bir i¢ deniz olmasi nedeniyle kendine has bir ekolojik yap1 ve 150-200 m'den
sonra anoksik yapida su kiitlesine sahip bir denizdir. Karadeniz kiyilan diger biitiin
deniz ve okyanuslarla benzer sekilde yogun niifus barmdirmaktadir. Kiyilar diinya-
nin ekolojik olarak en dinamik, en kirilgan ve de risk-tehdit altinda olan alanlaridir.
Son yiizyillda insan miidahalesine bagh olarak kiyilarin jeomorfolojik yapisi, kiyr
hidrodinamigi ve ekolojik yapisi ciddi anlamda degisime, bozulmaya ugrad.

Diinya genelinde suyun bulundugu alanlar, tiim canlilar ve insam yagama,
beslenme, barinma kolaylig1 ile en ¢ok cezbeden ortamlardir. Diinya niifusunun
%50 sine yakini kiyilarda (kiyi-ioo km arasi) yasamaktadir. Birlesmis Milletler
Orgiiti'niin 6ngbriilerine gore 30 yil icinde diinya niifusunun dértte iicii, yani
yaklagik 6.3 milyar kisi kiyilarda yasayacaktir (Giircan 2020: 4). Diinya genelinde
oldugu gibi, Karadeniz niifusunun biiyiik bir kismi da kiyilarda iskan edilmisgtir.
Karadeniz daha ¢ok da Dogu Karadeniz, kiyiya yakin yerlesim alanlarinin agir1 yo-
gun oldugu bir cografyadir.

Kiyilar, diinyanin cografik ve ekolojik acidan en dinamik bélgeleridir. Kiyilar,
kiy1 hidrodinamigi siireci ve insan etkileri (kiy1 miidahaleleri, dolgu, yapilasma,
kum almmasi vb.) nedeniyle siirekli degisime ugrarlar (Ertiz vd. 2019: 3). Su ve kiy1-
lar insan1 en fazla cezbeden, kendine ¢eken ve yasam icin tercih edilen alanlardir.
Deniz ve tath su ekosistemlerinde s1g su ekosistemleri kirillgan ve tehdit altinda
olan ekosistemlerdir. Kara ile denizin kesistigi neritik alanlarin kiy1 ile 5-20 metre
derinlige kadar olan sig su kiitleleri deniz, kara ve atmosferin etkilestigi, en yo-
gun gaz, su ve mineral madde algverisi yapilan, ekolojik agidan en verimli, biyo-
cesitliligi en zengin, balik¢ilik kaynaklarini besleyen en 6nemli alanlardir (Sekil 1).
Kumlu plajlarin barindirdig: olaganiistii yiiksek konsantrasyondaki organizmalar
ve organizma kokenli organik maddeler, yiiksek canl organizma kiyisal konsant-
rasyonunun ana nedenidir. Karadeniz baliklarinin yaklagik go tiiriiniin yavrular
2-3m derinlige kadar olan kiyilarda, mikroorganizmalar ve organizma atiklarinin
plajlardan sizdig1 zenginlesmis gecis sularinda, kumlu zemin ve sularda beslen-
mektedir (Zaitsev 2006: 118).
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Denizler, 6zellikle kiy1 alan-
larinda, biyocesitlilik ve canh
yasaminin dengede olmasi duru-
munda insanlik i¢in sonsuz besin
kaynag1 saglar. Ciinkii diinyanin
%30’unu olusturan karalarda ta-
rim yapilabilecek alanlar sinir-
hdir. Diinyanin tcte ikisi, %71'i
deniz ve okyanuslardan olusur ve
insanlig1 besleyebilmek i¢in daha
fazla sucul ortamlari, daha fazla
deniz ve okyanuslan kullanmak
zorundayiz. Ancak, Karadeniz de
oldugu gibi, kiyilan ve s18 su kiit-
lelerine yonelik fiziksel miidahale
ve tahribatlar, en verimli ve kirl-
gan ekosistemler olan kiy1 ekosis-
temleri {izerinde yikici etkiler ve
gelecege doniik riskler dogurmak-
tadir. Kiy1 miidahaleleri ile tahrip
olan alanlarda; ekosistemler ve
denizel biyocesitlilik ile birlikte
morfolojik ve hidrodinamik yapi,
sediment taginim ve birikimi de
bozulur. Kiy1 miidahaleleri ile

"7 | limanlarda agir1 dolma, baz1 bol-
Sekil 1. Kyydarm ekolojik nemi (Caleton 2022). gelerde ise kiyinin aginarak tahrip
olmasma neden olabilmektedir.
Planlama asamasinda 6ngoriilemeyen sorunlar, miidahale yapildiktan sonra orta-
ya ¢ikmakta ve bazi yerlerde geri doniilemez tahribatlarla karsilagilabilmektedir.

Neritik alan deniz canlilarinin % 90'ini
barindirmaktadir. Grnegin, uskumru, hamsi,
som baligi gibi birgok balik tiirii ve yosunlar
neritik bélgede yasar. VeiBSimey

Dogu Karadeniz Kiyilarinda insan Miidahaleleri

Kiy1 miidahalesi, 6nce fiziksel yapiy1, sonra ekolojik yapiy1 ve sonunda, doga ile
birlikte insan yagamini etkiler. Kiy1 alanlarina miidahale ve kiy1 dolgulari nedeniy-
le s18 su bitki ortiisi, ile birlikte fauna, derin su bentik organizmalari ve balik¢ilik
kaynaklarinda azalma oldugu yapilan bircok aragtirma ile belirlenmistir Deniz-
lerin kiy1 ekosistemlerinin yapisi ve durumu, ¢ok sayida ve birbiriyle etkilesim
halinde olan siireclerin bir sonucu olarak kiiresel olarak tehdit altindadir (Hal-
pern vd 2008: 5). Bu habitatlar, esas olarak arazi kullamim degisikligi ve habitat
kaybi gibi antropojenik etkiler yoluyla bozulmusg veya dontistiiriilmiistiir (UNEP
2006: 7). Dogu Karadeniz'de kiy1 ¢izgisi ya da dogal kiyi, Samsun Merkez ile Sarp
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Sekil 2. Karadeniz sahil yolu sonrast keyilar ve kumsallarm durumau.

smur arasinda 575 kilometre uzunluktadir. Bu kiymin 442 kilometrelik kisminda,
Terme-Sarp arasinda agirlikla dolgu yapilarak Samsun-Sarp sahil yolu inga edildi.
Dogu Karadeniz sahil yolu ve diger dolgular sonucunda dogal kiyilar, Trabzon'da
%90, diger illerde %60-%80 arasinda tahribata ugradi, bozuldu (Eriiz vd. 2010:
321). Dogu Karadeniz, tamamu sahilden gecen yol nedeni ile Ordu'dan Sarp’a ka-
dar, sahil yolu boyunca kesintisiz devam eden bir yerlesim, tek il algis1 yaratan
bir cografyaya dontismiistiir. Sahil yolu uluslararasi yol olarak planlanmisg, ancak
kent ici, kdy ici yol bir planlamanin degil, hatah planlama ve de plansizligin so-
nucudur. Sahil yolu, mevcut kumsal, plaj ve koylarin %80’ yakininin iizerinden
gecirilmistir. Yolun ingaat1 sirasinda, dalga etkisinden korunma, kiy1 seridinde tah-
rip edilen ¢evrenin onarimi ve de kumsal olusumu i¢in yaklagik olarak 350 adet
mahmuz inga edilmigtir. Maalesef Trabzon basta olmak {izere, tiim bolge illerinde,
alan kazanma maksath dolgu ve kiy1 tahribati devam etmektedir. Ulagim ve ya-
pilagmaya verilen 6nem ne yazik ki, ekosisteme ve halkin yiizme, dinlenme vb.
sosyal ihtiyaclarina verilmemektedir. Otoban standardina gére yapilmis olan sahil
yolu arac gecigi ve kiy1 tahkimatlar nedeniyle bolge halkinin Karadeniz’e direkt
ulagmasini engelleyen bariyer gorevi gormektedir. Kent ve kirsalda insanlarin ve
araclarn karsi seride, sahile gecebilmesi icin siirekli yeni viyadiikler, yeni kopriiler
yapimaktadir. Karadeniz sahil yolu yapilmadan 6nce, bolge kiyilarinin biiyiik kis-
mu1 halkin eglenme, dinlenme ve sosyal ihtiyaclar i¢in kullandig1 kumsallarla kaph
idi. Yol vb. kiy1 dolgulari sonucunda kumsallar %60-90 oraninda tahrip edilerek
insanlar tarafindan kullanilamaz hale getirildi (Sekil 2).
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Yaklasik 442 kilometre uzunluga sahip Samsun ve Hopa sahil yolu yapilirken
dikkate alinan en 6nemli unsur ekonomik olmasiydi. Ancak 750 milyon dolar ola-
rak 6ngoriilen maliyet, 2000 yilinda 4.2 milyar dolara ulagmus idi (Eriiz vd. 2010:
322). Maalesef yol bitmis ve agik olmasina kargin, tiim baglant1 ve donatilan ile
birlikte tamamlanamayan, siirekli ek igler ¢ikaran bir yoldur. Yolun gectigi sahil
yerlesimlerinde, yerlesimler ile denizin arasinda bir bariyer-bent olusturmasi ne-
deniyle, asir yagis meydana geldiginde, denize ulasamayan sular birikerek kent-
leri basmaktadir. Sahil yolunun dalga etkisiyle tahrip olmamasi i¢in Samsun ile
Sarp arasinda 350 mahmuz-kaya dolgu tahkimat yapildi (Eriiz, 2017: 4). Bu kiyx
tahkimatlar1 dogasi geregi yolu korurken, kiymin yapisal olarak degisimine, bazi
yerlerde dolmalara, baz1 yerlerde ise aginmalara neden olmaktadir (Sekil 3).

Sekil 3. Arsin, Yanbolu kéyiinde aynt yere ait karayolu ingaatindan onceki ve sonraki
durumu gasteren fotograflar (Seslivd. 2003: 4).

Ornek olarak Sekil 4'te 1957'den baglayarak 2020 yilina kadar Trabzon kent
sahilindeki kiy1 degisimi gosterilmigtir. Kirmiz: ¢izgi ile gosterilen eski dogal kiyr
ile mevcut kiy1 ¢izgisi arasindaki alan deniz doldurarak elde edilmis, kentin de-
nizden kazanilmig alanlarini ifade etmektedir. Bazi alanlarda, kiyidan 500 metre
aciga kadar uzanan bir dolgu alani s6z konusudur.

1970 dncesinde Trabzon %76’s1 dogal kumsallardan olusan 119 kilometre uzun-
lugu olan bir kiytya sahip idi. 2000 yilia gelindiginde, sahil yolu ve diger baz1 dol-
gular icin kumsallar ve dogal kiyilar, kaya dolgu tahkimat nedeni ile dogal kiy1 ve
kumsallarin %86’s1 tahrip olmus ve biiyiik kism1 yapay dolgu olan kiy1 uzunlugu
123 km'ye ¢ikmigtir (Sekil 5). Dolgular nedeni ile kumsallar ve s1g su habitatlari yok
olurken, kiyida su derinligi 5-20 m'ye ¢ikmigtir. Buna bagh olarak kiy1 ekosistemi,
biyocesitlilik zarar gérmiis ve hala da gérmektedir.

Kiyilar ve kumsallar bolge insanlarinin sosyal ve kiiltiirel, ekonomik, sportif
vb. insani ihtiya¢larim karsilamasi nedeni ile de sosyolojik olarak incelenmesi ge-
reken alanlardir. Bolge iklimi, tiim yaz sezonunda deniz turizmine veya denize
girmeye ¢ok uygun olmasa dahi, yilin en az iki ayinda (temmuz-agustos) deniz
ve kumsallar yore halk: tarafindan yiizme amach yogun olarak kullanilmaktadir
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Sekil 4. Trabzon merkez kylarinda 1957-2022 donemi araligindaki keyt degisimi
(Ertiz vd 2017).
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(Eriiz vd. 2018). Ancak bolgenin Trabzon, Rize ve Artvin kiyilarinda halkin ve ziya-
retcilerin denize girebilecegi yeterince temiz plaj ve dinlenme alani bulunmamak-
tadir. Dogal olarak toplam 119 km kiy1 uzunluguna sahip Trabzon'un 10 sahil ilce-
sinin toplaminda halkin yiizme, dinlenme amaciyla kullanabilecegi dogal kumsal
uzunlugu sadece 7500 metredir. 1960 oncesi ilin go km olan dogal kumsallardan
geriye yaris1 yapay olan 7500 metre kumsal-plaj alan1 kalmigtir. Bu kumsallarin
yariya yakin1i mahmuz ve diger dolgularla ortaya ¢ikan yapay kumsallardir. Niifusu
yerlesik 820.314 ve yaz doneminde turistler ve il disindan gelenlerle birlikte 1,5 mil-
yonu gecen Trabzon'da kisi bagina diisen kumsal alan1 10 santimetre kareden daha
azdir. Kiy1 plaj alanlar acgisindan Rize ve Artvin Trabzon ile ayni, Giresun ve Ordu
ise Trabzon'dan daha iyi durumdadir. Samsun, sahil yolunun i¢ kesimden ge¢mesi
ve Kizilirmak ve Yesilirmak delta alanlarinin korunmasi sayesinde kiy1 alani, kum-
sal ve s18 su ekosistemleri en az zarar gormiis ildir.

Bolgede kiy1 kumsallarinin olusumuna ve korunmasina, dolgu ve tahkimatlar-
dan sonra engel teskil eden 6nemli bir sorun da, belediyeler veya kamu idareleri
tarafindan kentin altyap: caligmalarinda kullanilmak tizere kiyilardan 6zellikle
akarsu agzi, delta kumsallardan zaman zaman kum alinmasidir. Bu miidahaleler,
kiyinin dogal dengesini bozarak, kumsal olusmasini 6nlerken, kiyilarda daha fazla
aginma ve/veya bozulmaya neden olabilmektedir.

Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi'nde kiy1 ve deniz koruma alani bulunmamakta, kiy1
ile biittinlesik kiiltiirel-arkeolojik sit alanlari ise ¢ok az sayidadir.

Karadeniz'de Deniz Copii Sorunu, Ekolojik ve Sosyal Etki

Yar1 kapali bir i¢ deniz olan Karadeniz'in kiyilar yol vb. uygulamalarla tahrip edil-
digi gibi, kiyilardan, akarsulardan ve havadan taginan kirleticilerle kimyasal ve fi-
ziksel olarak da kirletilmektedir. Karadeniz, Akdeniz kokenli sular, yagis ve yagis

Sekil 6.

Trabzon kyularinda,
Akgaabat Akgakale
Arkeolojik Sit Karasal
Koruma Alant (Ak¢aa-
bat Belediyesi 2021).
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havzalarindan bosalan akarsularla beslenen, %18-22 tuzlulugu ile ac1 su karakterli
bir denizdir. Karadeniz, denizcilik faaliyetleri, akarsu ve atmosfer yoluyla taginan
karasal kokenli kati siv1 ve gaz atiklarla yogun olarak kirlenmektedir. Tagidig kir-
letici yiikii nedeni ile Karadeniz, Akdeniz'in iki kati plastik atik tasimakta 50 deniz
¢opii/kmz2 ve Avrupa’nin en kirli denizi olarak adlandirilmaktadir (UNDP 2022).
Ttim diinyada oldugu gibi Karadeniz'de de, plastik agirlikl kati atik ve deniz ¢opii
kirliligi son yillarda hizla artmaktadir. Diger kirleticiler yaninda deniz ¢oplerinin
miktari, ekolojik ve sosyal riskleri bilimsel olarak arastirilip, ¢oziimler 6nerilmekte,
ancak bilimsel veriler 6nleyici karar mekanizmalarini harekete geciremediginden,
sorunun ¢oziimiine yetmemektedir. Yetkililer, ilgililer ve bireyler nezdinde toplu-
mun tamaminin bir gekilde farkinda kilimmadigy, aktive edilmedigi, ¢c6ziimiin bir
parcasi olmasi saglanmadig siirece atik azaltimi ve kirlilik yiikiine ¢6ziim bulmak
zor goriinmektedir. Belediyeler, isletmeler ve vatandaslar, heniiz kati atiklar1 ayrig-
tirma, diizenli toplama ve diizenli depolama-bertaraf etme konusunda yeterince
bilincli degildir. Kagit iistiinde planlanan atik yonetim sistemleri, ne yazik ki uygu-
lamada yeterince etkin degildirler. Kacak bir bigimde ayristirilmadan dogaya atik
atma ve dokme devam etmektedir. Karadeniz kiyilarinda her akarsudan saatte en
az, 2 ile 50 adet arasinda, kat1 atik direk denize bogalmaktadir (Euneighbourseast
2022). KTU Deniz Bilimleri Fakiiltesi uzmanlari tarafindan, 2008 yilindan itibaren,
Trabzon kiyilarinda kati atik/deniz ¢opii izleme caligmalar yapilmaktadir. 2010
yilinda, Trabzon ilinin tiim kentsel ve kirsal alanlarinda diizenli toplama ve mer-
kezi depolama sistemi faaliyete gecmis olmasina karsin, akarsu ve kiyilardan, her
yil kontrol altina almmamis 3 bin ton civarinda kati atigin Karadeniz'e tagindigi
tespit edilmistir (Eriiz vd. 2017: 7). Denize ulasan atiklarin ne oldugunu ve yogun-
lugunu akarsularin kenarlari ya da plajlar incelendiginde gérmek miimkiindiir ki,
kiyilarda mevcut atiklar dogaya karisanlarin ¢ok az bir kismini teskil etmektedir.
Kiyilarda goriilen atiklar, denize taginan/atilan atiklar %10’a yakin bir kismim
teskil etmektedir. Atiklarin %g9o’1 denizin iginde yiizer ya da dibe ¢okerek birikmis
halde bulunmaktadir.

Yapilan aragtirmalar Karadeniz kiyilarinin ve plajlarinin her metrekaresinde
en az 1 kat1 atik/deniz ¢opit bulundugunu ortaya koymaktadir. Bu kabulden yola
cikarak, Karadeniz kiyilarinda her an 83 milyondan daha fazla sayida deniz ¢opii/
kat1 atik oldugu ortaya konulmaktadir (Euneighbourseast 2022).

Okyanuslar ve denizler her y1l, 8 milyon tonun iizerinde, %80'i plastik olan
atiklarla ve 4,5 trilyondan fazla sigara izmariti ile kirlenmektedir. Her y1l artan
atik miktar1 nedeni ile deniz ve okyanuslarda 500 milyon tonun iizerinde, bir kis-
mu su yiizeyinde ve biiyiik bir kism1 da dibe ¢okmiis olarak, plastik agirhikli atik
mevcuttur. Kat1 atik kirliliginde gériinmeyen esas neden, halkin bilingsizligi, karar
verici yoneticilerin duyarsizhig: ve ilgililerin tutarsizigidir. Plastikler denizde 500
yildan fazla bozulmadan kalabilmektedir. Yani bizden sonraki 10-20 nesil bizim
attizimiz ¢oplerle muhatap olmak zorundadir. Yapilan hesaplara gore, maalesef
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denizlerdeki plastik atik 2050 yilinda, sayisal olarak baliklardan fazla olacaktir. So-
run oldukea biiyiik, ciinkii plastikler parcalanip nanoplastige kadar kiiciildiikten
sonra ayrisarak, besin zinciriyle insana kadar gecerek, direkt insan saghgim teh-
dit eder diizeye gelmis durumdadir. Aym sekilde, her yil 1 milyondan fazla deniz
hayvani (memeliler, baliklar, kopekbaliklari, kaplumbagalar ve kuglar dahil) ok-
yanustaki plastik atiklar nedeniyle 6lmektedir (UNESCO 2022, Euneighbourseast
2022). Coziimiin en kolay ve komplike olmayan yolu bireylerin atiklarim1 dogaya
atmamasidir. Bireyle basglayan kolay siire¢ daha zor olan kurumsal, bélgesel ve
uluslararas: 6nlemler ve tedbirlerle devam etmelidir. Unutulmamas: gereken ida-
reler ve kirleten kuruluslarin karar vericileri de bireylerdir.

fded ' Common borders. Common solutions.

BN

Sekil 8. Okyanuslar ve Karadeniz'de deniz ¢opii sorunu ve ¢oziimii

(CBC BSB785-LitOUTER Projesi).
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Coasts

The Black Sea is a sea with a unique ecological structure and anoxic water mass
after 150-200 m because it is a semi-enclosed inland sea that opens Marmara and
other seas via only the Bosporus. Black Sea coasts are densely populated similar to
all other seas and oceans. Coasts are the most ecologically dynamic, most vulne-
rable and at risk-threatened areas of the world. In the last century, the geomorp-
hological structure, coastal hydrodynamics and ecological structure of the coasts
have undergone serious changes and deterioration due to human interference.

The areas where water is found throughout the world are the environments
that most attract all living things and people with their ease of living, feeding and
sheltering. Nearly 50% of the world’s population lives on the coasts (between 100
km and the coast). According to the predictions of the United Nations Organiza-
tion, three-quarters of the world’s population, that is, approximately 6.3 billion
people, will live on the coasts in 30 years (Giircan 2020: 4). As in the rest of the
world, a large part of the Black Sea region’s population is settled on the coasts. The
Black Sea, especially the Eastern Black Sea, is a geography where settlement areas
close to the coast are extremely dense.

Coasts are the most dynamic regions of the world geographically and ecologi-
cally. Coasts are constantly changing due to the coastal hydrodynamic process and
human effects (coastal interferences, filling, settlement, sand removal, etc.) (Eriiz
et al. 2019: 3). Water and coasts are the areas that attract and appeal people the
most and are preferred for living. In marine and freshwater ecosystems, shallow
water ecosystems are vulnerable and threatened ecosystems. Neritic areas, where
land and sea intersect, shallow water masses up to 5-20 meters deep with the coast
are the areas where the sea, land and atmosphere interact, the most intensive exc-
hange of gas, water and mineral substances occurs, are the most ecologically effi-
cient, the richest in biodiversity, and the most important areas to feed the fishery
resources (Figure 1). The extraordinarily high concentration of organisms and
organic substance of organismic origin contained in sandy beaches is the main
cause of the high coastal concentration of living organisms. The fries of about go
species of Black Sea fish are fed on the shores up to 2-3m deep, in enriched transi-
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tion waters where microorganisms and organism wastes leak from the beaches, on
sandy ground and waters (Zaitsev 2006: 118).

Seas, especially in coastal areas, provide an endless source of food for huma-
nity when biodiversity and vitality are in balance. Because the areas that can be
cultivated on the lands that constitute 30% of the world are limited. Two-thirds,
71% of the world consists of seas and oceans, and we have to use more aquatic en-
vironments, more seas and oceans to feed humanity. However, as in the Black Sea,
physical interferences and destructions directed coasts and shallow water masses
cause destructive effects and future risks on coastal ecosystems, which are the
most productive and vulnerable ecosystems. In areas destroyed by coastal interfe-
rences, ecosystems and marine biodiversity, as well as morphological and hydrod-
ynamic structure, sediment transport and accumulation are deteriorated. Overfil-
ling in ports with coastal interferences can cause erosion and destruction of the
coast in some regions. Unforeseen problems at the planning stage emerge after
the interference and irreversible damage may be encountered in some places.

Human Interferences on the Eastern Black Sea Coast

Coastal interference first affects the physical structure, then the ecological stru-
cture, and finally, the nature and human life. It has been determined by many
studies that there is a decrease in shallow water vegetation, fauna, deep water
benthic organisms and fishery resources due to interference in coastal areas and
coastal fillings. The structure and condition of the coastal ecosystems of the seas
are globally threatened as a result of numerous and interacting processes (Hal-
pern et al. 2008: 5). These habitats have been destroyed or transformed mainly
through anthropogenic effects such as land use change and habitat loss (UNEP
2006: 7). The coastline or natural coast in the Eastern Black Sea is 575 kilometers
long between the central district of Samsun and the Sarp border. On the 442-ki-
lometer part of this coast, the Samsun-Sarp coastal road was built by filling pre-
dominantly between Terme and Sarp. As a result of the Eastern Black Sea coastal
road and other fillings, the natural coasts were damaged and destroyed by 90% in
Trabzon and 60%-80% in other provinces (Eriiz et al. 2010: 321). The Eastern Black
Sea region has turned into a settlement that continues uninterruptedly along the
coastal road from Ordu to Sarp, creating the perception of a single province, due to
the road that completely passes through the coast. The coastal road was planned
as an international road, but the inner-city and inner-village road is not the result
of a planning, it is the result of wrong planning and lack of planning. The coastal
road has passed through nearly 80% of the existing strands, beaches and coves.
During the construction of the road, approximately 350 spurs were built for pro-
tection from the effects of waves, for the repair of the destroyed environment on
the coastline and for the formation of strand. Unfortunately, in all the provinces of
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the region, especially in Trabzon, filling and coastal destruction for the purpose of
gaining space continues. The importance given to transportation and settlement,
unfortunately, is not given to the ecosystem and the social needs of people for
swimming, resting, etc. The coastal road, which is built according to the highway
standard, acts as a barrier that prevents the people of the region from reaching
the Black Sea directly due to the passage of vehicles and coastal fortifications. In
urban and rural areas, new viaducts and bridges are constantly being built so that
people and vehicles can pass to the opposite lane and the coast. Before the Black
Sea coastal road was built, most of the coasts of the region were covered with
strands used by the people for entertainment, rest and social needs. As a result of
coastal fillings such as road etc., the strands were destroyed at the rate of 60-90%
and rendered unusable by people.

The most important factor taken into consideration while constructing the
Samsun and Hopa coastal road, which has a length of approximately 442 kilo-
meters, was that it was economical. However, the estimated cost of 750 million
dollars reached 4.2 billion dollars in 2000 (Eriiz et al. 2010: 322). Unfortunately,
although the road is finished and open, it cannot be completed with all its con-
nections and reinforcements, and it is a road that constantly produces additional
works. In the coastal settlements where the road passes, due to the fact that it
creates a barrier-weir between the settlements and the sea, when excessive pre-
cipitation occurs, the waters that cannot reach the sea accumulate and flood the
cities. 350 spur-rock fill fortifications were built between Samsun and Sarp so that
the coastal road would not be destroyed by the wave effect (Eriiz, 2017: 4). While
these coastal fortifications naturally protect the road, they cause structural chan-
ge of the coast, embankment in some places and erosion in some other places.

As an example, in Figure 4, the coastal change on the Trabzon urban coast
from 1957 to 2020 is shown. The area between the old natural coast and the exis-
ting coastline, indicated by the red line, represents the areas of the city obtained
from the sea by filling the sea. In some areas, there is a filling area extending up to
500 meters from the coast.

Before 1970, Trabzon had a coastline of 119 kilometers, 76% of which consis-
ted of natural beaches. By 2000, beaches and natural coasts for the coastal road
and some other fillings, and again 86% of natural coasts and beaches due to rock
fill fortification were destroyed and the length of the coast, most of which was
embankment, increased to 123 km (Figure 5). While the beaches and shallow wa-
ter habitats have been destroyed due to the fillings, the water depth on the coast
has increased to 5-20 m. Accordingly, the coastal ecosystem and biodiversity have
been damaged and still are.

Coasts and beaches are areas that should be examined sociologically becau-
se they meet humanitarian needs of the people of the region, such as the social
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and cultural, economic, sportive, etc. Even if the climate of the region is not very
suitable for sea tourism or swimming in the whole summer season, the sea and
beaches are used intensively by the local people for swimming at least two months
of the year (July-August) (Eriiz vd. 2018). However, there are not enough clean bea-
ches and rest areas, where people and visitors can swim, on the coasts of Trabzon,
Rize and Artvin in the region. In the total of 10 coastal districts of Trabzon, which
has a total coastal length of 119 km naturally, the natural beach length that the
people can use for swimming and rest is only 7500 meters. Of the go km natural
beaches of the province before 1960, 7500 meters of strand-beach area remained,
half of which was artificial. Nearly half of these strands are artificial strands cre-
ated by spurs and other fillings. The per capita strand area is less than 10 square
centimeters in Trabzon, whose population is 820,314 residents and over 1.5 million
people in the summer, including tourists and outsiders. In terms of coastal beach
areas, Rize and Artvin are the same as Trabzon, while Giresun and Ordu are better
than Trabzon. Samsun is the province where the coastal area, strand and shallow
water ecosystems are least damaged, thanks to the coastal road passing through
the interior and the protection of the Kizilirmak and Yesilirmak delta areas.

An important problem that hinders the formation and protection of coastal
strands in the region following the fillings and fortifications is the occasional re-
moval of sand from the coasts, especially from river mouths and delta strand, to be
used in the infrastructure works of the city by municipalities or public administ-
rations (Figure 6). While these interferences prevent the formation of strand by
disrupting the natural balance of the coast, they may cause further erosion and/or
deterioration on the coasts.

There are no coastal and marine protected areas in the Eastern Black Sea Re-
gion, and there are very few cultural-archaeological sites integrated with the coast

Marine Litter Problem in the Black Sea, Ecological and Social Impact

The shores of the Black Sea, which is a semi-enclosed inland sea, are not only
destroyed by roads, etc., but also polluted chemically and physically by pollutants
carried from the coasts, rivers and air. The Black Sea is a brackish water character
with a salinity of 18-22%, fed by waters of Mediterranean origin, precipitation and
rivers discharged from precipitation basins. The Black Sea is heavily polluted by
maritime activities, terrestrial-based solid, liquid and gaseous wastes transported
by rivers and the atmosphere. Due to the pollutant load it carries, the Black Sea
has twice as much plastic waste as the Mediterranean Sea (50 marine litter/kmz)
and is called the most polluted sea in Europe (UNDP 2022). Plastic-dominated so-
lid waste and marine litter pollution has been increasing rapidly in recent years in
the Black Sea as well as all over the world. Besides other pollutants, the amount of
marine litter, its ecological and social risks are scientifically researched and soluti-
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ons are suggested, but scientific data is not sufficient to solve the problem since it
cannot activate preventive decision mechanisms. It seems difficult to find a soluti-
on to the waste reduction and pollution load unless the whole society is somehow
made aware of, activated and made a part of the solution by the authorities, rele-
vant persons and individuals. Municipalities, businesses and citizens are not yet
sufficiently aware of solid waste sorting, regular collection and storage-disposal.
Waste management systems planned on paper are unfortunately not efficient
enough in practice. Leaving and dumping of waste into nature without being se-
parated illegally continues. On the Black Sea coasts, at least 2 to 50 solid wastes
are discharged directly into the sea from each river per hour (Euneighbourseast
2022). Since 2008, solid waste/marine litter monitoring studies have been carried
out on the coasts of Trabzon by the experts of the KTU Faculty of Marine Sciences.
Although a regular collection and central storage system was put into operation in
all urban and rural areas of Trabzon in 2010, it has been determined that around
3 thousand tons of uncontrolled solid waste is transported to the Black Sea from
rivers and coasts every year (Eriiz et al. 2017: 7). It is possible to see what the wastes
reaching the sea are and their density when the riversides or beaches are exami-
ned, that the wastes existing on the coasts constitute a very small part of the was-
tes mixed with nature. The wastes seen on the coasts constitute nearly 10% of the
wastes transported/leaved to the sea. 90% of the wastes float in the sea or sink to
the bottom and accumulate.

Research show that there is at least 1 solid waste/sea litter per square meter
of the Black Sea coasts and beaches. Based on this assumption, it is revealed that
there are more than 83 million marine litter/solid wastes on the Black Sea coasts
at any time (Euneighbourseast 2022).

The oceans and seas are polluted each year with over 8 million tons of waste,
80% of which is plastic, and more than 4.5 trillion cigarette butts. Due to the inc-
reasing amount of waste every year, there is more than 500 million tons of waste,
predominantly plastic-based, in the seas and oceans, some of which is on the sur-
face of the water and a large part of it has sunk to the bottom. The main invisible
cause of solid waste pollution is the unconsciousness of the people, the insensi-
tivity of decision-makers and the inconsistency of those concerned. Plastics can
stay in the sea for more than 500 years. In other words, the next 10-20 generations
have to deal with the garbage we throw. According to calculations, unfortunately,
plastic waste in the seas will outnumber fish in 2050. The problem is quite big,
because after plastics go to the pieces and shrink to nanoplastics, they decompose
and pass through the food chain to humans and directly threaten human health.
Likewise, more than 1 million marine animals (including mammals, fish, sharks,
turtles and birds) die each year due to plastic waste in the ocean (UNESCO 2022,
Euneighbourseast 2022). The easiest and uncomplicated way of solution is for in-
dividuals not to throw their wastes into nature. The easy process that starts with

61



62

Karadan Ote: Deniz Olarak Karadeniz’e Bakmak

the individual should continue with more difficult institutional, regional and in-
ternational precautions and measures. It should not be forgotten that the decision
makers of the administrations and polluting organizations are also individuals.
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Dogu Karadenizli Balikcilarin
Mesleki inanislarinda Kutsal Ekoloji ve
Cevre Korumaya Etkileri

Mustarfa Aca

Girig

Insanoglu, biyolojik evrimi ile uyumlu bi¢imde gecirdigi kiiltiirel evriminde
binlerce y1l, doganin giiciine karsi cogu kez derin bir saygi ile yaklagmus, neolitik
devrim boyunca barinma, beslenme ve saglk gibi temel gereksinimlerini
saglamaya yonelik eylemlerinde biitiiniin uyumlu bir parcas: gibi hareket etmeye
dikkat etmistir. Erken avcilik, hayvancilik ve tarim donemleri boyunca devam eden
bu “denge”, insan1 “egref-i mahlukat” (yaratilmiglarin en istiinii) olarak tanimlayan
Mezopotamya ve Orta Dogu kaynakli semitik inanglarla birlikte goriiniirde insan
lehine olacak sekilde bozulmustur. Orta Cag boyunca tarimsal verimliliginin arti-
rilmasin1 amaclayan yeni araglar ve teknikler insanin doga tizerindeki hegemon-
yasini desteklemistir (Mazoyer ve Roudart 2009: 364). 19. yiizyilda fiili hal alan ilk
Sanayi Devrimi insan1 doganin hakimi olarak goren paradigmalan ¢ok daha ileri
diizeye tagimigtir. Antik cag filozoflarindan beri Bat1 medeniyetleri 6zelinde tarti-
silan insan-doga catigsmasinin galibi insan olmusgtur.

Dogu Karadenizli Balik¢ilarn inaniglarinda Kutsal Ekoloji

Tiirk kiiltiirlit halklarin geleneksel diinya goriislerine doniik paradigmalar ince-
lendiginde, Bat1 uygarhiklarinda siklikla goriilen insan-doga ¢atismasinin aksine
uyarlanmaci bir yaklagimla kargilagilir. Mitoslardan ve eposlardan itibaren imge-
sel olarak ifade edilen bu uyum, halk hayatinin ¢esitli evrelerinde de de takip edi-
lir. Anadolu halk kiiltiirlerinde uzun siireler dinamik olan uyarlanmaci yaklagim,
gol, deniz avciligl, tarim ve hayvancilik gibi alanlarin endiistriyel araglara ve tek-
niklere duyulan ihtiyaclara ek olarak siyasi otoritenin uyarlanma kargit1 kapitalist
ve liberal politikalariyla donuklagmigtir. Dogaya uyarlanma bigimleri giiniimiizde
cogunlukla geleneksel ekolojik bilgi tiirlerinde veya mesleki inamglarda bulanik-
lasan anlam ve iglevleri ile goriilebilmektedir.

Nesillerdir aile meslegini siirdiiren Dogu Karadenizli balikeilar, diger tiim ba-
lik¢1 topluluklar gibi, tekinsiz ¢aligma ortamlarinin zorluklan karsisinda korun-
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ma ve bereket mesajlar1 iceren inanislar ve ritiieller gelistirmislerdir. Balik¢ilar
insan-doga iliskisini “denge” esasina gore diizenleyen zengin geleneksel ekolojik
bilgileriyle denizin karakterini, denizle olan iligkilerini, deniz topografyasiny, ikli-
min karakterini, baliklarin davraniglarini, avlanma tekniklerini ve denizle iletigim
bicimlerini iceren geleneksel bilgilerini enformel yollarla yeni kusaklara aktarms-
lardir. Bu siireclerde insan-doga iliskisinin etik paradigmalarini da aktarmiglardir.
Ceyrek asirda endiistriyel balik¢iligin yayginlagmasi, geleneksel diinya goriisiiniin
zayiflamasi ve din odakli ideolojilerin yiikselmesi gibi etkenler bu inaniglarin do-
nuklagmasina sebep olmustur.

Balikgilar tarafindan gergeklestirilen cogu ritiiel, belirli davranig kaliplarindan
kaginmayi i¢inde barindirir ve bu ritiiellerde meslege doniik tabular temsil edilir,
eger davranigi gerceklestiren kigi yasaklanmig davranigtan kaginmazsa bagina kotii
bir sey gelecegine dair imalarda bulunulur. Tabuyu bilmemek ¢ok belirli ve isten-
meyen sonuglar ortaya ¢ikarir. Kiy1 balik¢iligi ve hamsi aveiligi doneminde biiyiik
teknelerde tayfalik yapan Dogu Karadenizli balik¢ilar arasinda da bu inaniglarla
kargilagilir. Tiim modern algilara ve mantigin siki kurallarina ragmen, denizdeki
tehlikeler, avcilik uygulamalarindaki tehlikelerle birlesince tabularin stirekliligine
yardimci bir ortamin varhigini korudugu goriiliir.

Dogu Karadenizli balik¢ilarin mesleki inaniglar ve gerceklestirdikleri mesleki
ritiieller, avcilik periyotlarn ile uyumlu bir cesitlilige sahiptir. Bu ¢alismanin ko-
nusu ve amaci geregi, balik¢ilarin denize, deniz canhlarina ve avcilik siireglerini
etkiledigine inanilan doga baglamli inaniglarina yer verilmistir.

Balik¢ilarin denizle ilgili inamiglarinda evrensel su simgeciliginin izleri go-
riiliir. Balikgilar denizin canli bir varlik oldugu konusunda hemfikirdirler. Uste-
lik denizin cinsiyeti de vardir ve disidir. Balik¢ilara gore deniz, sagladigi sonsuz
nimetlerle adeta siirekli dogurur. Bir siireligine de olsa denize ¢ikmayan balikgi-
lara soylenen “Denizin pesini birakma; deniz gecede yedi kez dogurur” sozii, bu
inanisin manifestosu niteligindedir. Tabiattaki tiim canhlar arasinda zorunlu bir
organik bag vardir. Insan ve doga iligkisinin sinirlarini catigmaninn aksine uyum
esasina gore belirleyen balik¢ilarda bu durum daha belirgindir. Denizi hamile bir
kadina benzeten balikgilar, giindogumu, giinbatimi, aydogumu, aybatimu gibi za-
manlarin sancillanma zamanlar olduguna inanirlar. Onlara gére bu sancilanma
zamanlarinda balik siiriileri gece boyunca kiyiy1 yedi kere yoklarlar.

Balikgilar icin deniz, firtinali oldugu zamanlarda hir¢in bir sevgili veya ofkeli
bir baba; durgun ve sakin oldugu zamanlarda ise miigfik bir anne gibi goriiliir. De-
nize yiiklenen bu sifatlarin benzerleri elbette bazi diger kiiltiirlerde de goriiliir. Ya-
ratiligin 6ziindeki yegane unsur olan su, farkli toplumlarin kozmogoni (yaratilis)
mitlerinde benzer bicimde tiremenin ve bereketin asli unsuru olarak kabul edilir
(Roux 2002:143). Balik¢ilar genel inaniglarindaki su simgeciligine doniik yorumla-
1 mesleki temelde daha sofistike bir sekle sokmusglardir. Suyun merkezinden ge-
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len baligin pek ¢ok kiiltiirde bereketin ve bollugun simgesi olarak goriilmesi suya
yiiklenen bu anlamlarla ilgilidir.

Dogu Karadenizli balik¢ilar arasinda denizin 6fkesinin, yani firtinalarin, iki
anlami vardir. Firtinalar bir yandan can giivenligi icin tehdit olustururken, 6te yan-
dan icindeki canlilarin yagamas icin ortam olusturur. Deniz sarhos, pis insanlar
kabul etmez ve onlar1 bogar. Ancak denizin 6fkesi gecicidir. Sakinlegen deniz ade-
ta pismanlik duyar, eger birinin canini almigsa cansiz bedenini yakinlarina iade
eder. Zira deniz, kendisine katil denmesini istemez. Bu yiizden bogulan kisilerin
cesetlerini mutlaka kiyiya birakir.

Balikg1 aileleri arasinda havanin halleri ile ilgili inanmis ve uygulamalarin 6r-
nekleriyle de karsilasilir. Aktif avcilik siireclerinde balik¢ilarin anneleri, esleri veya
cocuklari, uzun yillar firtinali havalarda denize balli ve tereyagh ekmekler atmis-
lar; ellerine aldiklar1 bicagi firtinaya veya denizde olusan hortumlara kars: tutarak
dualar okumuslardir. Firtinalar, denizin 6fkesinin ifadeleri olarak yorumlanmus,
trajik sonuglar dogurmadan 6nce bu 6fkenin dindirilmesi amaglanmigtir.

Nesiller boyunca balik¢ilar denizin kirletilmesini ona kars: yapilacak en bii-
yiik saygisizlik olarak gérmiislerdir. Kiy1 dolgulariyla balik yuvalarinin bozulmasi,
bu alanlara yollarin ve binalarin yapilmasi, kimyasal ve endiistriyel atiklarin deni-
ze birakilmasi denizi kiistiirmiistiir. Deniz artik dogurganligini yitirmis; baliklar
titkenmisgtir. Yakin gecmige kadar saat gibi isleyen balik¢ilik takvimi de, bozulan
ekosistemin baliklarin davraniglarim etkilemesi sebebiyle diizensizlesmistir.

Balikgilar denizi ve baliklan cesitli yonleriyle bagka tabiat varliklarina benze-
tirler. Kimi balikgilar, baligi meyveli bir agaca benzeterek, bolca meyve veren bir
agacin sonraki y1l daha az meyve vermesi ile balik tiirlerinin bir y1l ¢ok, diger yil az
olmas: arasinda iligki kurarlar. Diger bir analojiye gore baliklar gocebe kusglar gibi-
dir. Baliklarin yagadiklari farkh alanlar vardir. Ornegin hamsi, mevsimlere gore goc
eden go¢men bir kus gibi goriiliir. Nitekim onun go¢ takvimini takip eden hamsi
avcilar tiim hayatlarini buna gore diizenlerler.

Balikgilarin deniz ve balikla ilgili inanislarinda Tanr taniminin etkileri de yay-
gindir. Onlara gore Tanr, tiim yaratilanlar gibi baliklarin da yaraticist ve koruyu-
cusudur.

Dogu Karadeniz balik¢i topluluklarinin sosyal hayatlarindaki inaniglarinda
da balikla karsilagilir. Ornegin hamsinin kilgig1 ¢ikanlarak kurutulduktan sonra
cocuklarin baglarina takildiginda saclarinin daha giir ¢cikacagina inanilir. Ayrica
bu uygulamadan sonra ¢ocugun ¢ikan ilk sagindan birkagi para kesesine atilirsa
zenginligin artacagina veya hamsinin kil¢igini ctizdanlarinda tagiyanlarin her tiir-
li kotiilitkten korunacagina inanilir.

Balikgilarin ve ailelerinin berekete ve risk yonetimine vurgular iceren inanis ve
uygulamalarinda da dogal cevreyle biitiinlesme cabalar goriiliir. Balik¢ilar bu amacg-
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la avcilik siiresince teknelerinde bir dnceki avdan kalmug 6lii balik birakmamaya
Ozen gosterirler. Onlara gore avlanan baligin 6lii olarak teknede unutulmasi ile bir
insan cesedinin ortada birakilmasi arasinda fark yoktur. Bir bagka tabuya gore deniz-
den cikanlan baliklarin baglari, baliklar lmeden kesilmemelidir. Balik temizlenme-
den 6nce bahgin 6liip 6lmedigi mutlaka kontrol edilir. Aksi sekilde hareket edenler
glinah iglemig sayilir. Bu tabu avcilik siirecinde teknede cignenirse tekneye veya tay-
faya bir kotiiliik gelecegine, karada ¢ignenmis ise bu balig1 yiyen kiginin ailesindeki
kadinlardan birinin mutlaka sakat bir ¢ocuk doguracagina inanilir.

Bereket ve ugur beklentili bir bagka uygulama, kiigiik tekneleri ile kiyilarda
avlanan balik¢ilar arasinda goriiliir. Avlanan ilk balik, sayet canli ise tekrar denize
birakilir. Adeta bir sunu olarak bereketi i¢cinde barindiran denize iade edilir.

Dogu Karadenizli balik¢ilarin balik tiirleri ve deniz topografyasinda énemli
goriilen mevkilerle ilgili inaniglarinda da cevre etiginin mistik 6rnekleri ile kar-
silagilir. Karadeniz sularinda yag1 icin yapilan yunus avcihig ile ilgili mesleki
anlatilarda pek c¢ok inanisla karsilagilir. Balikcilar tarafindan genellikle “difrin”
(dolphin'den bozulmus olsa gerek) olarak adlandirilan yunustan elde edilen yag
yiizyillar boyunca bolge balik¢ilar icin 6nemli bir gecim kaynagi olmustur. Antik
caglarda mizraklarla avlanan yunuslar ategli silahlarin yayginlasmasiyla tiifeklerle
avlanmigtir. Balik¢ilar “motor/mutur/musur” adini verdikleri ve diger yunus tiirle-
rine gore daha fazla yag elde ettikleri yunus tiiriinii avlamaya oncelik vermislerdir.
Yunuslarin derisini yiiziip kazanlarda kaynattiktan sonra elde ettikleri yag: sata-
rak yasamlarim asgari diizeyde siirdiiren balikgilar, esasinda bu avciliktan 6tiirii
yaygin bicimde vicdan azabi ¢ektiklerini ifade etmiglerdir.

“Dedem Ali de babam ilyas da yunus avcistydi. Deniz olmayaydi biz éliirdiik.
9 kardestik, anamla babamla 11 niifus idik. 5 déniim yerimiz vardi. Bununla ne
olur? Giderdik bir balik vurur, yagini ¢ikartip satardik. Yunusun miibarek hayvan
oldugunu, kadin gibi aybag1 olup dogum yaptigin bilirdik. Hele de Yunus Peygam-
ber var... Ama actik iste, bagka hi¢bir seyimiz yoktu. Bu deniz ve yunus olmaya idi
buralarda ¢ok insan aghktan oliir giderdi (Hasan Altun, Mersin-Akg¢aabat).”

Kutsal olarak kabul edilen bir canlinin canina kastetmenin getirdigi vicdani
agirlik, bu tiirden pek ¢ok mesleki anlatida goriiliir. Bu anlatilarda, bu avcilik tii-
riinden uzak durma sebepleri, “Yunus miibarek hayvandir. Onu avlayanlarin ¢oluk
cocugu sakat dogdu”, “Bu avciliktan kimse onmadi. Baglarina tirli tiirlii dert gel-
di”, “Yunus avcilig1 yapanlarn 6liimii pek iyi degildir’, “Hanimi gebe olanlara es-
kiden yunus kestirilmezdi. Kestirilirse dogacak ¢ocugun sakat olacag: sdylenirdi”

ctiimleleri ile ifade edilmektedir.

Iktisadi kogullarin degismesi ile daha énceki iktisadi yasam modellerinden
devralman inanis temelli unsurlarin yeni yapiyla uyumlu bigimde giincellenmesi
kiiltiiriin takip edilebilen 6zelliklerinden biridir. Kadim donemlerde aclikla bag et-
mek zorunda olan topluluklar, beslenmek amaciyla, kapitalizmin yasalarina gore
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yasamak zorunda olan topluluklar ise yasamsal gereksinimlerini karsilamak icin
tabuyu esnetmiglerdir. Hatta bu durum denizdeki balik stoklarina erisim konu-
sunda yunuslarla bir rekabetin dogmasina dahi sebep olmustur. Geng balik¢ilar,
aglarina zarar verdigi ve balik rezervini tiikettigi gerekgesiyle yunus avi yasaginin
sona erdirilmesinde 1srarc1 olmuslardir. Yunus disinda Kirlangi¢ baligi (Bey bahigi,
Dervis) ile ilgili de benzer inaniglar vardir. Kidemli balik¢ilar, yakalandig1 zaman
bagirdigini ve tipki yunus gibi gozyag: doktiigiinii soyledikleri bu balig1 yiyenlerin
cok yagamayacaklarini ifade ederler.

Balik¢iligin devam ettigi siireclerde, balik¢ilar kutsal kabul edilen ve efsanele-
re konu olan mevkilerde seyrederken tehlikelerden korunma ve bereket istegiyle
uzun yillar boyunca gesitli mesleki ritiieller gerceklestirmistir. Ornegin hamsi av-
cilig1 boyunca balikgilar Kesap ilcesi kiyilarinda seyrederken Seyh Aziz Hiiseyin
Baba Tiirbesi’nin veya Sinop’taki Ince Burnu’'nda bulunan ve bir ermisle iligkilen-
dirilen mezarin 6niinden gecerken denize ekmek atmiglardir. Ekmek atmadiklar
taktirde denizin 6fkelendigine ve firtinaya sebep olduguna inanmiglardir. Bugiin,
biiyitk oranda unutulan bu inans, merkezindeki kutsal kisilere yiiklenen 6zellik-
ler ile mitolojilerdeki tabiat kiiltleri ve ruhlarla iligkilidir.

Degerlendirme

Toplum genelinde veya bir ziimre 6zelinde goriilen inaniglarin cevreye etkileri
konusunda iki zit goriisle karsilagilir. Bir grup etnolog ve ekolog, semitik dinlerin
yasaklayici yaklasiminin etkisiyle “batil” olarak tanimladiklari inamglarin yani sira
dini inaniglarin dogal cevre ve bilesenleri iizerinde yikici etkiler yaratabildigine
dikkat ¢ekerken, diger bir grup, sozii edilen konularda geleneksel/yerel veya dini
inaniglardan islevsel bicimde yararlanilabilecegini vurgulamaktadur.

Dini inanislarin ¢evresel kayg: tizerindeki roliine dikkat ¢ceken onciilerden biri
olan Lynn White, 1967 yilinda, Yahudi ve Hristiyan inang sisteminin doga {izerinde
egemenlik kurmayi tesvik eden insan merkezli ¢evresel tutumlarin olumsuz et-
kilerini vurgulamstir. Kargit goriiste olanlar ise bu dinlerin, doganin kutsalligina
saygl duyduguna ve onu korumaya tesvik ettigine dair argtimanlar gelistirmisler-
dir. Ancak yapilan bilimsel arastirmalarin pek ¢ogunda White'in tezini destekler
sonuglara ulasildig1 goriiliir. Dini cemaatlerden pek ¢ogunun ¢evreyi ekonominin
yararina kullanma konusunda hemfikir olduklarina dair bulgulara sonraki yillarda
yapilan aragtirmalarla yenileri eklenmistir (Arbuckle ve Konisk 2015: 215).

Beslenme aligkanliklarina ek olarak, cinsel giicii artirdig1 veya cesitli hastalik-
lara iyi geldigi inanciyla kopek baligi, balina, gergedan ve maymun tiirleri basta
olmak tizere pek cok hayvan ve bitki tiiriiniin yok olma tehdidi altinda kalmasina
doniik elestirilere ek olarak yerel, felsefi veya kitabi dinlerin ritiielleri sirasinda
gerceklegtirilen eylemlerin ekosistem tizerindeki olumsuz etkileri de siklikla giin-
deme getirilmektedir (Ornek olarak bkz. URL-1).
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Yerel inaniglarin ve yaygin dinlerin ¢evre korumaya olumlu etkilerini vurgula-
yan caligmalarda ise 6zellikle tabu ve fetis gibi yerel/geleneksel inanig paradigma-
larina ve dini kitaplarda yer alip ¢evre farkindaligina hizmet ettigine inanilan vur-
gulara dikkat cekildigi goriiliir. Bityiik oranda yok edilen Kuzey Gana ormanlarimin
geriye kalaninin korunmasi (Dorm-Adzobu vd. 1991), Orta Himalayalar ile Bat1 Ka-
meng bolgesinde ve bir ada iilkesi olan Timor'da ormanlarin ve botanik cesitliligin
korunmasina doniik calismalarda yerel kabilelerin dogaya doniik inaniglarindan
yararlanilmas1 (McWilliam 2001; Negi 2010; Bharali & Khan 2011), Nijerya'da hizla
tahrip edilen ormanlarin ve su kaynaklarinin korunmasi amaciyla yerel topluluk-
larin inandiklarn tabiat ruhlarindan ve gelistirdikleri tabulardan yararlanilmasi
(Anoliefo vd. 2003; Anoliefo vd. 2015), Gana kiyilarindaki lagiinlerin korunmasi
stireclerinde geleneksel inaniglardan yararlanilmasi (Ntiamao-Baidu 1991) konula-
rin1 vurgulayan calismalar zengin literatiirden yalmzca birkacidir.

Toplumsal yasaklar ve tabular ile ekolojinin korunmas: arasinda bir iligki ol-
dugu fikri her gecen giin daha fazla kabul gormektedir. Folklorun bir parcasi olan
tabu ve kaginma davraniglarinin ekolojik korumaya dolayli yoldan da olsa olumlu
etkileri geleneksel ekolojik bilgi konulu ¢aligmalarda ifade edilmektedir. Dogayla
olan bagini tamamen koparmamis topluluklarda daha fazla goriilen tabiat kiilt-
leri ve ruhlan odakli inanclarin, belirli bolgelerin, su kaynaklarinin, ormanlarin,
hayvan ve bitki tiirlerinin korunmasina katk: sagladig1 gozlemlenmigtir. Yerel ina-
niglar rasyonel diigiince ile tek tanrili dinler tarafindan akil ve iman dis1 olarak ni-
telendirilmis olsalar da, insanhigin varligini dogayla uyumlu ve dengeli bir sekilde
stirdiirmesinde ¢ogu zaman etkili olmaktadir (Yolcu ve Aga 2019: 867).

Genel veya mesleki inaniglarda karsilasilan cevre etigi, geleneksel bilingle ak-
tarilmakta oldugundan, geleneksel bilgiye sahip bireyler kendiliginden ekolojiye
duyarli haldedirler. Bu tiirden bir siirekliligin saglanmasi acisindan gergeklestirile-
cek olas1 projelerde balik¢ilik mesleginin geng iiyelerine de odaklanilmalidir. Zira
daha dnce sozii edilen inaniglar ve ritiieller yaslari ilerlemig balik¢ilarim balik¢ihiga
doniik eylemlerini belirleyebiliyorken, cogu gen¢ balik¢i bunlardan habersizdir.
Meslegin geleneksel/enformel aktarim siireclerinde tecriibeli balik¢ilarin adeta
usta Ogreticiler gibi hareket etmelerine, sadece teknik bilgileri degil geleneksel
cevre etigini de aktarmalarina imkan taniyacak projelerin de hayata gecirilmesine
ihtiyag vardir.

Balik¢ilann denize, baliklara ve balik¢ilik siireglerine yonelik inamsglar ve ta-
bulari, meslegin katilimcilan arasinda, dogal ¢evrenin korunmasina doniik gele-
neksel bir farkindalik yaratmigtir. Bolgedeki hemen tiim balik¢ilar Karadeniz'in
kapali bir deniz oldugunun, temiz su kaynaklar ile beslenmedigi taktirde ekolo-
jik yapisiin bozulacaginin, insan eliyle gerceklestirilen her tiirden olumsuz ey-

1 Dini inaniglarin biyogesitlilik tzerindeki etkileri ile ilgili kapsamli bir ¢alisma olmasi sebebiyle bkz.
(Berkes, 1999; 2001).
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lemin ekosistemi yok edeceginin farkindadir. Ote yandan mevcut ekonomik ko-
sullar sebebiyle gecimlerini saglamak konusunda da baski altindadirlar. Ozellikle
kiy1 balik¢ilig1 yapan ve her gecen giin avlayacak balik bulmakta zorlanan balikel
gruplar, sozii edilen farkindaliklarindan feragat etmek zorunda kalmaktadir. En-
diistriyel 6lcekli biiyiik teknelerle aveilik yapan balikel gruplarin konuya déniik
tutum ve yaklagimlarinin ¢ok daha keskin oldugu goriiliir. Onlar denizin ge¢misi
ve bugiinii arasindaki farklar1 uzun uzun ve ¢ogu zaman i¢ gegirerek anlatirken
bile radarlarinda goriinecek baligin miktarina odaklanmaktadirlar. “Denizden ge-
len denize gider” veya “Balik¢i emsalinden hep 6nde olmahdir” ciimleleriyle ifade
edilen yogun rekabetin temelinde sonu gelmeyen bir biiyiime ve zenginlesme ar-
zusu vardir.

Tiirkiye'de halk inaniglarinin cevre bilinci, koruma ve siirdiiriilebilirlik ko-
nularindaki rolii tizerinde hentiz ¢aligiilmamigtir. Konuya dinsel acidan yaklagan
calismalarin da sinirh oldugu goriiliir> Halk inaniglar ve geleneksel bilgi tiirleri
folklor aragtirmalariin popiiler konulari olduklari halde bunlarin ekosistemin
korunmasina etkileri hentiz tartigilmamigtir. Tiirkiye'de yagayan ve farkli inang yo-
rumlarini benimseyen topluluklar arasinda bugiin de izleri takip edilebilen tabu
temelli davraniglarin ve dogal cevreye doniik diger inaniglarin en azindan yerel
cevrenin korunmasina katki saglayacagini degerlendirmekteyiz. Sosyal psikoloji,
folklor, dinler tarihi, cografya, deniz bilimleri ve ekoloji alanlarindan uzmanla-
rn yer alacagi multidisipliner ¢aligma gruplarinin tespit, analiz, egitim ve yay-
ginlastirma siireclerinden olusacak projeleri hayata gecirmeleri, cevre korumaya
ve siirdiirtilebilirlige doniik alternatif yontemlerin islevselligi agisindan oldukga
onemlidir. Bu husus ekosistemin korunmasini énceleyen toplumlarda fark edil-
mis; islevsel projeler hayata gecirilmis, idari diizenlemeler yapilmistir. Geleneksel
nitelikli gecimlik faaliyetlerin mistik referanslarla sekillenen bir otokontrolle ger-
ceklestiginin, modern endiistriyel faaliyetlerin ise sadece hukuki sinirlandirmala-
ra tabi oldugunun hatirlanmasinda yarar vardir.

2 Bu tirde galismalardan bazilari igin bkz. (Cagil, 2008; Ayten, 2010; Kuzudisli 2013).
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Introduction

During the thousands of years of its cultural evolution in harmony with its bio-
logical evolution, human beings have often approached the power of nature with
deep respect, and during the Neolithic Revolution, it has been careful to act as
a harmonious part of the whole in its actions to provide its basic needs such as
shelter, nutrition and health. This “balance”, which continued throughout the ear-
ly hunting, animal husbandry, and agricultural periods, was apparently disturbed
in favor of human, along with the Semitic beliefs originating from Mesopotamia
and the Middle East, which defined human as “egref-i mahlukat” (the highest of
created ones). During the Middle Ages, new tools and techniques aimed at increa-
sing agricultural productivity supported human’s hegemony over nature (Mazoyer
and Roudart 2009: 364). The first Industrial Revolution, which took effect in the
19™ century, carried the paradigms that regarded human as the master of nature
much further. The winner of the human-nature conflict, which has been discussed
in particular in Western civilizations since ancient philosophers, has been human.

The Sacred Ecology in Beliefs of Eastern Black Sea Fishers

When the paradigms of the traditional worldviews of Turkish cultured peoples are
examined, an adaptive approach is encountered, contrary to the human-nature
conflict, which is often seen in Western civilizations. This adaptation, which has
been expressed imaginatively since mythos and epos, is also followed in various
stages of folklife. The adaptive approach, which has been dynamic for a long time
in Anatolian folk cultures, has been dulled by the anti-adaptation capitalist and
liberal policies of the political authority in addition to the needs for industrial
tools and techniques in areas such as lakes, sea hunting, agriculture and animal
husbandry. The forms of adaptation to nature can be seen today with their me-
anings and functions, which mostly blurred in traditional ecological knowledge
types or professional beliefs.

Eastern Black Sea fishers, who have been carrying on their family business for
generations, have developed beliefs and rituals that contain messages of protec-
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tion and abundance in the face of the difficulties of their uncanny working envi-
ronment, like all other fishing communities. With their rich traditional ecological
knowledge that regulates the human-nature relationship on the basis of “balance”,
fishers have transferred their traditional knowledge, including the character of the
sea, their relations with the sea, the sea topography, the character of the climate,
the behavior of fish, hunting techniques and communication with the sea, to next
generations through informal ways. In these processes, they also conveyed the
ethical paradigms of the human-nature relationship. Factors such as the spread
of industrial fishery, the weakening of the traditional world view and the rise of
religion-oriented ideologies in the quarter century have caused these beliefs to
become dull.

Most rituals performed by fishers involve avoiding certain behavioral patterns,
and professional taboos are represented in these rituals, implying that something
bad will happen to the person performing the behavior if she/he does not avoid
the prohibited behavior. Not knowing the taboo has very specific and undesirable
consequences. During the coastal fishing and anchovy fishing period, these beliefs
are also encountered among the fishers of the Eastern Black Sea, who are crew on
large boats. Despite all modern perceptions and strict rules of logic, when the dan-
gers in the sea are combined with the dangers in hunting practices, it is seen that
an environment conducive to the continuity of taboos maintains its existence.

The professional beliefs and rituals of the fishers of the Eastern Black Sea have
a variety compatible with the hunting periods. Due to the subject and purpose of
this study, fishers’ beliefs about the sea, sea creatures and nature-related beliefs
that are believed to affect their hunting processes are included.

There are traces of universal water symbolism in the beliefs of fishers about
the sea. Fishers agree that the sea is a living being. Moreover, the sea also has a
gender, and this gender is female. According to fishers, the sea almost always gi-
ves birth with the endless blessings it provides. The word “Go after the sea; the
sea gives birth seven times in a night” is the manifesto of this belief. There is an
obligatory organic bond between all living things in nature. This situation is more
evident in fishers who determine the boundaries of human-nature relationship
on the basis of harmony rather than conflict. The fishers, who liken the sea to a
pregnant woman, believe that times such as sunrise, sunset, moonrise, moonset
are times of twinging. According to them, during these times of twinging, shoals
of fish search the shore seven times during the night.

For fishers, the sea is a combative lover or an angry father when it is stormy
and when she is lull and calm, she is seen as a softhearted mother. The similari-
ties of these adjectives attributed to the sea are of course also seen in some other
cultures. Water, which is the only element in the essence of creation, is accepted
as the essential element of reproduction and fertility in the cosmogony (creation)
myths of different societies (Roux 2002: 143). Fishers have transformed their in-
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terpretations of water symbolism in their general beliefs into a more sophisticated
form on a professional basis. The fact that the fish that comes from the center of
the water is seen as a symbol of plentifulness and abundance in many cultures is
related to these meanings attributed to water.

Among the fishers of the Eastern Black Sea region, the anger of the sea, na-
mely storms, has two meanings. While storms are a threat to life safety, they also
create an environment for the living things in them. The sea does not accept drunk
and dirty people and drowns them. But the anger of the sea is temporary. The
calming sea almost feels remorse, if it has taken someone’s life, it returns her/his
lifeless body to her/his relatives. Because the sea does not want to be called a mur-
derer. For this reason, it always leaves the corpses of drowned people on the shore.

Examples of beliefs and practices related to the weather conditions are also
encountered among fishers’ families. During the active fishing processes, the mo-
thers, spouses or children of fishers threw bread with honey and butter into the
sea during stormy weather for many years and holding the knife they took in their
hands against the storm or the whirlwinds in the sea, they prayed. Storms were
interpreted as expressions of the anger of the sea, and it was aimed to calm down
this anger before it had tragic consequences.

For generations, fishers have considered polluting the sea as the greatest dis-
respect to it. The deterioration of fish nests by coastal fillings, the construction of
roads and buildings in these areas, and the release of chemical and industrial was-
tes into the sea made the sea angry. The sea has lost its fertility; fish has died out.
The fishing calendar, which worked like clockwork until recently, has also become
irregular due to the degradation of ecosystem affecting the behavior of fish.

Fishers liken the sea and fish to other natural beings in various aspects. While
some fishers liken the fish to a tree with fruit, they associate a tree bearing less
fruit the next year than one year with the fish species being more abundant in
one year and few in the next. According to another analogy, fish are like migratory
birds. There are different areas where fish live. For example, anchovy is seen as a
migratory bird that migrates according to the seasons. As a matter of fact, anchovy
hunters who follow its migration calendar organize their entire lives accordingly.

The effects of the definition of God are also common in the beliefs of fishers
about the sea and fish. According to them, God is the creator and protector of fish
as well as all created ones.

Fish is also encountered in the beliefs of the Eastern Black Sea fishing commu-
nities in their social lives. For example, it is believed that when the anchovy bone
is removed and dried, and put on the head of children, their hair will grow thicker.
It is also believed that if a few of the child’s first hairs are thrown into the money
bag after this practice, wealth will increase or those who carry anchovy bones in
their wallets will be protected from all kinds of evil.
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There are also efforts to integrate with the natural environment in the beliefs
and practices of fishers and their families, emphasizing abundance and risk ma-
nagement. For this purpose, fishers take care not to leave any dead fish from previ-
ous fishing in their boats during the fishing period. According to them, there is no
difference between leaving the caught fish dead in the boat and leaving a human
corpse in the open. According to another taboo, the heads of fish taken from the
sea should not be cut off before the fish die. Before the fish is cleaned, it is absolu-
tely checked whether the fish is dead or not. Those who act otherwise are deemed
to have sinned. It is believed that if this taboo is violated on the boat during the
fishing process, harm will come to the boat or the crew, and if it is violated on land,
one of the women in the family of the person who eats this fish will definitely give
birth to a disabled child.

Another practice that expects abundance and good luck is seen among the
fishers who hunt on the shores with their small boats. The first fish caught, if alive,
is released back into the sea. The first fish caught is returned to the sea, which
contains abundance, almost as an offer.

Mystical examples of environmental ethics are also encountered in the beliefs
of the fishers of the Eastern Black Sea about fish species and important locations
in the sea topography. Many beliefs are encountered in professional narratives
about dolphin fishing for its oil in the Black Sea waters. The oil obtained from
the dolphin, which is often called “difrin” (perhaps spoiled from the dolphin) by
fishers, has been an important source of income for the fishers of the region for
centuries. Dolphins, which were hunted with spears in ancient times, were hunted
with rifles due to the spread of firearms. Fishers have given priority to hunting the
dolphin species, which they call “motor/mutur/musur” and from which they obta-
in more oil than other dolphin species. Fishers, who make a minimum of living by
selling the oil they obtain after skinning dolphins and boiling them in cauldrons,
stated that they actually suffer from widespread remorse due to this fishing.

“My grandfather Ali and my father Ilyas were both dolphin hunters. If there
was no sea, we would die. We were g siblings, we were 11 with my mother and
father. We had 5 decares land. What happens with it? We used to go, shoot a fish,
extract the oil and sell it. We knew that the dolphin was a blessed animal, that she
had menses and gave birth like a woman. There is also the Prophet Jonah... But we
were hungry, we had nothing else. If this sea and dolphins were not, many people
would die of hunger in these places (Hasan Altun, Mersin-Ak¢aabat).”

The guilty conscience brought about by taking the life of a living being con-
sidered blessed is seen in many such professional narratives. In these narratives,
the reasons for avoiding this type of hunting are expressed in the following sen-
tences, “Dolphin is a blessed animal. The offspring of those who hunted it were
born crippled’, “No one prospered from this hunting. All sorts of troubles came to
them”, “The death of dolphin hunters is not very well’, “Those with pregnant wives
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were not let to cut dolphins in the past. It was said that if they were let to cut, the
child to be born would be crippled”.

Updating the belief-based elements inherited from previous economic life
models with the change in economic conditions in line with the new structure is
one of the features of culture that can be pursued. Communities that had to cope
with hunger in ancient times flexed the taboo in order to be fed, and those that
had to live according to the laws of capitalism flexed it to meet their vital needs.
This situation has even led to a competition with dolphins for access to fish stocks
in the sea. Young fishers insisted on ending the ban on dolphin fishing because
it damaged their nets and depleted the fish reserve. Apart from dolphins, there
are similar beliefs about the gurnards (Beyfish, Dervish). Senior fishers state that
those who eat this fish, which they say cry out when caught and shed tears like a
dolphin, will not live long.

During the process of fishing, fishers performed various professional rituals
for many years, seeking abundance and protection from dangers while navigating
in places that are considered sacred and subject to legends. For example, while
navigating along the shores of the Kesap district, fishers threw bread into the sea
while passing by the tomb of Seyh Aziz Hiiseyin Baba or the tomb associated with
a holy person on Ince Cape in Sinop. They believed that if they did not throw bre-
ad, the sea would become angry and cause a storm. Today, this belief, which has
been largely forgotten, is associated with the characteristics attributed to the holy
people in its center and the nature cults and spirits in mythologies.

Evaluation

There are two opposing views on the environmental effects of beliefs seen in so-
ciety or in a group. While one group of ethnologists and ecologists draw attention
to the destructive effects of religious beliefs on the natural environment and its
components, in addition to the beliefs they define as “superstitious” due to the
prohibitive approach of Semitic religions, another group emphasizes that tradi-
tional/local or religious beliefs can be used functionally in the aforementioned
issues.

Lynn White, one of the pioneers who drew attention to the role of religi-
ous beliefs on environmental concern, emphasized the negative effects of hu-
man-centered environmental attitudes of the Jewish and Christian belief systems
that encourage the domination over nature in 1967. Opponents have developed
arguments that these religions respect the sanctity of nature and encourage it to
be protected. However, in most of the scientific research, it is seen that results
supporting White’s thesis have been reached. The findings that most of the religi-
ous communities agreed on using the environment for the benefit of the economy
were added to the findings in the following years (Arbuckle and Konisk 2015: 215).
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In addition to dietary habits, and the criticisms that many animal and plant
species, especially shark, whale, rhinoceros and monkey species, are under the
threat of extinction because of the belief that it increases sexual power or cures
various diseases, the negative effects of the actions carried out during the ritu-
als of local, philosophical or divine religions on the ecosystem are also frequently
brought up (For example, see URL-1).

In studies emphasizing the positive effects of local beliefs and common reli-
gions on environmental protection, it is seen that attention is drawn to local/tra-
ditional belief paradigms such as taboo and fetish, and to the emphasis in religi-
ous books that are believed to serve environmental awareness.' Protection for the
rest of the largely destroyed forests of Northern Ghana (Dorm-Adzobu et al. 1991),
utilizing the beliefs of local tribes towards nature in efforts for the protection of
forests and botanical diversity in the Central Himalayas and West Kameng region,
and the island nation of Timor (McWilliam 2001; Negi 2010; Bharali & Khan 2011),
utilizing the nature spirits and taboos developed by local communities in order to
protect the rapidly destroyed forests and water resources in Nigeria (Anoliefo et
al. 2003; Anoliefo et al. 2015), making use of traditional beliefs in the processes of
protecting lagoons on the coasts of Ghana (Ntiamao-Baidu 1991) are just a few of
the rich literature on the issue.

The idea that there is a relationship between social prohibitions and taboos
and the protection of ecology is becoming more and more accepted every pas-
sing day. The positive effects of taboo and avoidance behaviors, which are a part
of folklore, on ecological protection, albeit indirectly, are expressed in studies on
traditional ecological knowledge. It has been observed that nature cults and natu-
re spirit-oriented beliefs, which are more common in communities that have not
completely cut off their ties with nature, contribute to the protection of certain re-
gions, water resources, forests, animal and plant species. Although local beliefs are
characterized as irrational and unbelievable by rational thought and monotheistic
religions, they are often effective in maintaining humanity’s existence in harmony
and balance with nature (Yolcu and Aca 2019: 867).

Since environmental ethics encountered in general or professional beliefs is
conveyed with traditional consciousness, individuals with traditional knowledge
are naturally sensitive to ecology. In order to ensure such continuity, possible pro-
jects should also focus on young members of the fishing profession. Because while
the previously mentioned beliefs and rituals can determine the fishing actions of
older fishers, most of the young fishers are unaware of them. There is a need to
implement projects that will enable experienced fishers to act like master trainers
in the traditional/informal transfer processes of the profession and to transfer not
only technical knowledge but also traditional environmental ethics.

1 Asitisacomprehensive study on the effects of religious beliefs on biodiversity, see. (Berkes,
1999; 2001).
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The beliefs and taboos of fishers towards the sea, fish and fishing processes
have created a traditional awareness of the protection of the natural environment
among the participants of the profession. Almost all fishers in the region are awa-
re that the Black Sea is an inland sea, that if it is not fed with clean water resour-
ces, its ecological structure will deteriorate, and any negative action carried out
by human beings will destroy the ecosystem. On the other hand, they are under
pressure to make a living due to the current economic conditions. Fishing groups,
especially those engaged in coastal fishing and having difficulties in finding fish to
catch every day, have to renounce their aforementioned awareness. It is seen that
the attitudes and approaches of the fishing groups fishing with industrial-scale
large boats are much sharper. Even as they describe the differences between the
past and the present of the sea at length and often with sighs, they focus on the
amount of fish that will appear on their radar. There is an endless desire for growth
and enrichment on the basis of the intense competition, which is expressed with
the phrases “Who comes from the sea goes to the sea” or “The fisher must always
be ahead of his peers.”

The role of folk beliefs in environmental awareness, protection and sustaina-
bility in Turkey has not been studied yet. Studies that approach the subject from a
religious perspective are also limited.> Although folk beliefs and traditional know-
ledge types are popular subjects of folklore research, their effects on protection of
ecosystem have not been discussed yet. We consider that taboo-based behaviors
and other beliefs about the natural environment, whose traces can still be seen
among communities living in Turkey and adopting different belief interpretati-
ons, will at least contribute to the protection of the local environment. It is very
important for the functionality of alternative methods for environmental pro-
tection and sustainability that the multidisciplinary working groups, which will
include experts from the fields of social psychology, folklore, history of religions,
geography, marine sciences and ecology, implement projects that will consist of
identification, analysis, training and dissemination processes. This issue has been
noticed in societies that prioritize the protection of the ecosystem; functional pro-
jects were implemented and administrative arrangements were made. It is useful
to remember that traditional subsistence activities are realized by a self-control
shaped by mystical references, while modern industrial activities are only subject
to legal restrictions.

2 For some of this type of study, see (Cagil, 2008; Ayten, 2010; Kuzudisli 2013).



The Sacred Ecology in Professional Beliefs of Eastern Black Sea Fishers and
its Impact on Environmental Protection
Mustafa Aca

References / Kaynakca

Anoliefo, G. O,, et al, 2003. “Environmental Implication of the Erosion of Cultural
Taboo Practices in Awka, South Local Government Area of Anambra State, Ni-
geria: Forest, Trees and Water Resources Preservation’, Journal of Agricultural
and Environmental Ethics 16: 281-296.

Anoliefo, G. O., Nwokeji, et al, 2015. “Influence of Traditional Taboo Practices
on Natural Resource Conservation in Uli, Thiala Local Government Area of
Anambra State Nigeria; Sustainable Community Development”, Journal of En-
vironmental Sustainability 4 (4): 1-13.

Arbuckle, M. and D. M. Konisky. 2015. “The Role of Religion in Environmental At-
titudes”, Social Science Quarterly 96 (5): 1244-1263.

Ayten, A. 2010. “Sahip Olma m1 Emanet Gérme mi? Cevre Bilinci ve Dindarlik iligkisi
Uzerine Bir Aragtirma” [Possession or Custodianship: An Empirical Study on the
Relationship between Environmental Orientation, Environmental Behaviors
and Religiosity], Dinbilimleri Akademik Arastirma Dergisi 10 (2), 203-233.

Berkes, F.1999. Sacred Ecology: Traditional Ecological Knowledge and Resource Ma-
nagement. Philadelphia: Taylor & Francis.

Berkes, F. 2001. “Religious Traditions and Piodiversity”, Encyclopedia of Biodiversity
Vol. 5:109-120.

Bharali, S. and M. L. Khan, M. L. 2012. “Religious Taboo Among the Tribes of West
Kameng — An Excellent Traditional System of Conserving Biodiversity”, Cur-
rent Science 103 (8): 874-875.

Cagil, N. 2008. “Kur’an Isiginda Cevre Gergegi ve Cevre Bilinci” [Environ-
mental Truth and Environmental Awareness in the Light of the Qur'an], EKEV
Akademi Dergisi 36: 15-42.

Direnkova, N. P. 1940. Sorskiy Folklor. Moskva-Leningrad.

Dorm-Adzobu, C,, et al. 1991. Religious Beliefs and Environmental Protection: The
Malshegu Sacred Grove in Northern Ghana. Kenya-Nairobi: World Resources
Institute and African Centre for Technology Studies.

Kuzudisli, A. 2013. “Cevre Bilincinin Gelismesine Dinin Katkisi ve slam’in Cevre
Duyarlihgiyla Eslestirilebilecek Bazi Temel Ogretileri” [The Contribution of
Religion to the Development of Environmental Awareness and Some Basic
Teachings of Islam that Can Be Matched with Environmental Awareness]. ed.
I. Giinaydin, Uluslararast Katimle Cevre Sempozyumu Bildiriler Kitabt, Gii-
miishane: Giimiighane Universitesi, pp. 145-154.

Mazoyer, M. and L. Roudart. 2019. Diinya Tarum Tarihi, Gev. S. Unsald1. Ankara:
Epos.

McWilliam, A. 2001. “Prospects for the Sacred Grove: Valuing Lulic Forests on Ti-

79



Beyond the Land: Looking at the Black Sea as a Marine Environment

80

mor”, Asia Pacific Journal of Anthropolgy 2: 89-113.

Negi, C. S. 2010. “The Institution of Taboo and the Local Resource Management
and Conservation Surrounding Sacred Natural Sites in Uttarakhand, Central
Himalaya”, International Journal of Biodiversity and Conservation 2 (8):186-195.

Ntiamoa-Baidu Y. 1991. “Conservation of Coastal Lagoons in Ghana: The Traditio-
nal Approach’, Landscape and Urban Planning 20: 41-46.

Roux, J. P. 2002. Tiirklerin ve Mogollarin Eski Dini [Ancient Religion of Turks and
Mongols], Cev. A. Kazancigil., Istanbul: Kabalcu.

Yolcu, M. A. and M. Aga 2019. “Geleneksel Ekolojik Bilgi ve Folklor” [Traditional
Ecological Knowledge and Folklore], Folklor/Edebiyat 25 (100): 861-871.

“Superstition is the Cause of Environmental Destruction.” https://highpeakspure-
earth.com/superstition-is-the-cause-of-environmental-destruction-by-thub-

ten-phuntsok/. Erisim tarihi: 15 Mayis 2022




Balikgilikta Toplumsal Cinsiyet Esitliginin idraki
ve Ele Alinmasi

Huriye Génciioglu Bodur

Girig

Balikgilikta kadinlar ekonomik biiyiimenin 6nemli bir parcasidir (UN WOMEN
2020). Calisma yasaminda toplumsal cinsiyete dayal esitsizlik kadinlarin iiretim
stireclerine katilimiyla ortaya ¢ikmistir. Cinsiyete dayali esitsiz durumun gosterge-
leri, kadinlarin ¢aligma yagamina girmesinin engellenmesi ve/veya siirlandirl-
masl, bazi mesleklere ve islere uygun goriilmemesi gibi uygulamalardir. Kadinlarin
toplumsal is béliimii sonucunda giinliik olarak yaptig1 ev ici islerinin yogunlugu,
cocuk ve yagh bakimi, dogurganhigr ve egitim durumu gibi kosullar kadinlarin
calisma hayatina dahil olmasini engellemektedir. Resmi alana dahil olamamalari,
yaptiklar islerin ekonomik deger olarak goriilmemesine, toplumsal olarak deger-
sizlige ve ikincil konuma itilmelerine neden olmustur. Kadin emeginin hatlarinin
cizilmesi sonucunda, kadinlar belli sektorlerde ve islerde yogunlagsmiglardir. On-
lar, caligma yasaminda “kadin” igleri arasindan secim yapmak zorunda kalmigtir.
Sektorler, is kollar1 buna gore belirlenmis, ilgili normlar saptanmis ve kadinlar
caligma yasaminda yerlerini almiglardir (Génciioglu ve Unal 20m).

Toplumsal yapinin bir parcasi olan balik¢ilik sektorii de bu yapiy: biinyesinde
tagimakta ve balik¢ilik erkek meslegi olarak bilinmektedir. Bu nedenle toplum-
sal cinsiyet yaklagimi balik¢ilikta da karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Balik¢iigin yagam
bicimi, calisma sartlari, yonetim ve yapilanma bigimlerini eril kiiltiir tarafindan
olusturuldugu icin bu alanda ¢aligan kadinlarin, sektor icinde cesitli engellerle ve
dolayisiyla baskilarla kargilagtig goriisit mevcuttur (Gonciioglu Bodur 2017, 2018).

Maalesef resmi kayitlarda yer alamayan kadinlar acisindan calisma yasamina
bakildiginda erkekler lehine dengesiz bir durum s6z konusudur. Kadinlar zaman
icerisinde kazandig yetenekler, dogay1 okuma ve meslegin en ince detayina ka-
dar sahip olduklan tecriibe ile balikcilik yapmaya devam etmektedir. Balikcihikta
kadinlarin sesleri duyulmadig i¢in varliklar1 bilinmemekte ve resmi kayitlarda
goriinmemektedirler. Bu durum balik¢iligin erkekler tarafindan yapilan bir meslek
olarak algilanmasina yol agmaktadir.

Oysaki Tirkiye'de balikgilik sektoriiniin her alaninda kadinlar aktif olarak
calistyor ve varlar (WorldFish 2021, Kadin Balikgilar Dernegi 2019, Gonciioglu
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Bodur 2020), ancak meslekte goriiniir olmamalar, fark edilmemeleri, karar me-
kanizmalarinda yer alamamalar ya da bilgiye ulasmalarindaki zorluklar nedeni
ile balik¢ihik sektorii erkek bakis agisiyla dizayn edilmekte, bu alana iligkin politi-
kalar erkeklerin bakis agisiyla tasarlanmaktadir. Ornegin kiigiik 6lgekli balikgilikta
kadin balikgilar tekne sahibi olamadiklar i¢in S.S. Su Uriinleri Kooperatiflerine
ortak olamamakta, dolayisiyla da kendi problemleri ve sorunlariyla ilgili karar ve
diisiinceleri politikalara yansitmamaktadir.

Tirkiye'de balik¢iik sektoriiniin  her alaninda kadinlar vardir (Kadin
Balik¢ilar Dernegi 2019; Gonciioglu-Bodur 2020). Tiirkiye gibi gelismekte olan bir
iilkede, kadinlarin sektore sagladiklari katki ve karsilagtiklar sorunlar da dikkat
cekmektedir. Ozellikle tekne iizerinde calisan ve sektoriin goriinmeyen emekgileri
(Génciioglu ve Unal 20m) olan kadinlarin/kadin balikgilarin, goriinmeyen
emekleri goriilmeye baglanmigtir (UNDP 2022). Tiirkiye'de son yillarda balik¢ilik
sektoriinde kadinlarin durumu, meslege bakis agilar1 ve balikciliktaki rolleri
degismeye baglamistir.

Goriinmezden Goriiniirliige

Yillar igerisinde kadinlarin balik¢ilik sektorii igerisindeki var olma pratikleri,
konumlar ve mesleklerini icra etme bigimleri goriiniir bir hal almistir. Bu degisim
balik¢ilikta kadin kimligini tanimlamaya yonelik bir meraki da beraberinde ge-
tirmektedir. Kadin balik¢ilarin meslegi icra etme bigcimindeki yiikselen goriiniirlitk
bir kadin balikgi olan Seving Uskiiplii Konkug'un, Karadan Ote: Deniz Olarak Kara-
deniz'e Bakmak Calistayr'nin paydaslarindan birisi olarak yer almasi ve calistayda
aktardiklariyla da ortaya cikmaktadir.

Kadin balik¢ilarin varligy, rolleri, konumlari ve degisimi Seving Konkus tarafin-
dan soyle ifade edilmistir:

1990l yillarda ahsap balik¢t teknemiz vardi. O yularda cikcik avcilige/ Beyaz
Kum Midyesi (Chamelea Gallina (Linneaus, 1758) avlyyorduk. Teknemiz, derede du-
ruyordu. Bizim tekne ile balik¢ilik yapan 20-25 kadar balik¢t teknesi vardi. Hepimiz
midyecilik yapryorduk. Esim de dalgicty, dalarak salyangoz avciligi/ deniz salyango-
zu (Rapana Thomasiana, Gross, 1861) avciligt da yaptik. Yasadigim kéy Giircii koyiiy-
dii, kdyde 'kadinn ne igi varnug teknede, isin miyok?' gibi yaklagimlarla karsdagtim.
Yape itibaryla hmlhve iletisimcei bir yapum var. Balik¢dige gok seviyorum, yapacak bir
seyim yoktu. Balikgulik yapmaya devam ettim.”

“Karadeniz insant benim balikgilik yaptigim donemde, kadini teknede
ugursuzluk olarak saywyordu. 1gingtir ki tekne isimlerine kadin ismi veriyorlar, ama
kadin tekneye binince ugursuzluk oluyor. Denize ve teknemize ulasabilmek icin her
giin yasadiginuz yerdeki koy kahvehanesinin 6niinden gegmem lazimdi. Tekneye
kumanya getirecegim, kahvenin oniinden iki kez gegince laf ediliyordu. Sonradan
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bagka bir teknik gelistirdim. Cografi konumu ¢ok giizel bir kdyde yasadik, ayrica
derenin Karadeniz'e baglandigt nefis cografi bir konum, bunun avantajm: kullandik.
Dereden tekneyi gikarmaya bagladik. Dereden egim tekneyi ¢ikarr, eve dogru gelir,
denize cikar ve beni o sekilde tekneye alirdi. Bu sartlarda calistik, simdi baktyorum
da geriye doniip niye bu kadar 1srar ettim diye, ¢inkii denizi cok sevdim. Hakikaten
balik¢dige cok sevdim, derler ya insanun burnundan igeri tuzlu su kagimca iflah
olmuyor diye, hakikaten de yle oldu.”

“Yasadigim koyde benden baska bir tane daha balikgilik yapan kadin vardi. O
tekneye cikmazdi. Ag donatirds, esinin aglarme tamir ederdi. Ben a§ donatmay:
bilmiyordum, ben de aktif denize qikmay1 ve balik avlamay: seviyordum. Ahgap
teknemiz vardi, tekne onarumunt ¢ok seviyordum, hald daha da severim. Béyle soyle-

digim zaman balik¢t arkadaglar bana 'yapma! ahsap teknenin nesinin bakimt giizel!"

derlerdi. O zamanlar hosuma gidiyordu; kalafat yapmak, tahta aralarma, zimpa-
ra yapmak. $u an S.S. Zeytinburnu Su Uriinleri Kooperatifinde fiber teknemiz var.
Teknenin bakumt ile muhakkak ben ilgilenirim. Her yil, her baharda zehirlisini, zum-
paraswny, boyasin, bakimuni ben severek yaparum.”

“O yulardan beri deniz ile irtibatum var. Aktif olarak balikgt kooperatifinde
caligiyorum. Istanbul'da kurk sekiz tane S.S. Su Uriinleri Kooperatifi var. Ilk kez yéne-
timde olan tek kadinum. Balik¢ligin yonetim alaninda gorev aldim. 1999 ylinda S.S.
Zeytinburnu Su Uriinleri Kooperatifi kurucu iiyesi olarak gérev aldim. 2014 yuindan
buyana S.S. Zeytinburnu Su Uriinleri Kooperatifi yonetiminde delege ve Istanbul Su
Uriinleri Kooperatifleri Bélge Birligi temsilcisiyim. 2017 yiinda kurulan halen de-
vam eden S.S. Su Uriinleri Kooperatifleri Merkez Birligi Kadn Balikgilar Komisyonu
tyesiyim. 2019 yihinda kurulan ve tiim kadin balik¢ilar: tek cati altinda toplayan
Kadin Balikgilar Derneginin yonetim kurulu tyesiyim. Yillar boyunca kazandigim
tecriibeleri paylagtyorum.”

Degerlendirme

Kadinlar, erkek meslegi olarak algilanan balik¢ilik faaliyetlerinde, dénemin kosul-
larma gore farkhi statiilerde yer almuglardir (Benette 2005). Avcilik 6ncesinde,
sirasinda ve sonrasinda balik¢ihgin gerektirdigi her tiirlii isi yapan kadinlar, tek
baslarina ya da ¢ogunlukla esleriyle birlikte tekneleriyle denize acilma, ag yapinu
ve tamiri, yakalanan baliklari aglardan ayiklanmasi, baliklarin satisi gibi cesitli
mesleki faaliyetlerde en az erkekler kadar aktif rol oynamaktadir (Gonciioglu
2008). Ancak, toplumsal cinsiyet algismin ve rollerinin getirdigi sorumluluklarin
yarattig1 cinsiyet eksenli ayrimcilik, kadimin balikei folkloru kapsaminda meslegin
secimi ve 6grenimi, mesleki uygulamalar gibi hususlarda kadinlar i¢in kimi zaman
kasitlayic1 kimi zaman da erkek balikcilarin bilgi ve konumlarindan farklh roller
tistlenmesine neden olmugtur. Balik¢ilik mesleginde bir tiir uzmanlasma alanina
sahip olan kadin balik¢ilarin bu meslegi siirdiirmemesi, balik¢ilik sektoriindeki

83



84

Karadan Ote: Deniz Olarak Karadeniz’e Bakmak

uzmanlagmay1 olumsuz yonde etkileyecegi gibi, somut olmayan kiiltiirel mirasin
da kaybedilmesine neden olacaktir (Fedakar vd. 2015).

Balik¢iligin geleneklere bagl olma ilkesi, toplumsal degisimlerin hizinin et-
kisiyle evrimlesmektedir. Balik¢ilikta kadin algisi, giincel ve modern diinyanin
balik¢ilik anlayisinda yer bulmaya baglamigtir. Balik¢ihigin geleneksel tutumun-
dan uzak, yagam ve meslek pratigi ile kadinlarin tecriibe ettigi meslek pratiginin
bir kadin balik¢1 olarak Seving Konkug'un tecriibeleri ile uyustugu goriilmektedir.

Kimlikler akiskanliklar1 ve farkliliklar1 ortadan kaldirlarak, keskin yapilar
icinde hiyerarsik kategorilere boliinmiis, hakim ve tabii siniflar yaratilmistir. Kendi
ozne pozisyonu disindaki pozisyonlara yabancilagan kimlik kategorileri, digerinin
varlig1 ve yasam {izerine tiim ilgi ve bilgisini kaybetmektedir. Toplumsal diizen
ve diizen iginde var olan yapilarin degisimi ve yapiy1 olusturan 6znelerin eyleyi-
ci olarak, bu degisim iizerindeki etkileri diisiiniildiigiinde, kadinlarin pozisyon-
larinin da akademik temsillerde oturtulduklar sabit kimlikler icinde kalmaya-
cag aciktir. Diger kimlik kategorileri gibi kadinlik da insa edilmig bir toplumsal
kimlik kategorisidir. Insa siireclerinin ve mevcut yapilarin tarihsel yerlesikligi goz
oniinde bulunduruldugunda, bu yapilarin olusturdugu baski mekanizmalarinin
her birey tizerinde goreceli etkilerinin goriilebilmesi miimkiindiir. Bu baski me-
kanizmalar1 tamamen ortadan kalkmasa bile kimi zaman tamamlanamadig1 ya da
temellerinin sarsildig1 hatta harabeye doniistiigii deneyimler miimkiindiir. Zaman
ve mekanin yani sira cinsiyet, etnik koken, siif gibi aidiyetler ve yasam tarzlarina
bagh tiiketim aligkanliklar olarak siralanabilecek tarihi, cografi, kiiltiirel ve sosyal
faktorler, grup ve bireylerin siirlan belirli ve béliinmiis alanlarda sabitlenmesini
engelleyen dinamik kosullari meydana getirir. Bu dinamik kosullar da deneyimin
pratik catismasiyla kendi varlik alanlarini agabilirler (Yeniay 2012).

Bir kadin balik: olarak Seving Konkus'un balik¢ilikta var olmasi ve iiretime
devam etmesi; edindigi mesleki tecriibeleri gelecek nesillere aktarmasi ve yasadig
problemlere ¢6ziim bulma ¢abasi yerlegik toplumsal cinsiyet rollerine ve cinsiyete
dayal1 ig boliimiiniin idrakine bir elestiri niteligi tagimaktadir.
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Introduction

Women in fisheries are an important part of economic growth (UN WOMEN
2020). Gender-based inequality in working life has emerged with the participa-
tion of women in the production processes. Indicators of gender-based inequality
are practices such as preventing and/or limiting women’s participation in work-
ing life, and being deemed unsuitable for certain professions and jobs. As a result
of the women’s social division of labor, conditions such as the intensity of daily
domestic chores, child and elderly care, fertility and educational status prevent
women from participating in working life. The fact that they could not be included
in the official sphere caused their work not to be seen as an economic value, and
to be pushed into a socially worthless and secondary position. As a result of draw-
ing the lines of women'’s labor, women have concentrated in certain sectors and
jobs. They had to choose among “women’s” jobs in their working life. Sectors and
business lines were determined accordingly, relevant norms were determined and
women took their place in working life (Gonciioglu and Unal 20m).

The fishing industry, which is a part of the social structure, also carries this
structure and is known as the male profession. For this reason, the gender ap-
proach is also encountered in fisheries. Since the lifestyle, working conditions,
management and structuring styles of fisheries are created by the masculine cul-
ture, there is an opinion that women working in this field face various obstacles
and therefore pressures within the sector (Gonciioglu Bodur 2017, 2018).

Unfortunately, there is an unbalanced situation in favor of men in terms of
gender in working life for women who cannot be included in the official records.
Women continue to fisheries with the skills they have gained over time, reading
nature and the experience they have down to the finest detail of the profession.
Since the voices of women are not heard in fishing, their existence is not known
and they are not seen in official records. This situation leads to the perception
of fishing as a profession done by men. Yet, women actively work and exist in all
areas of the fishing industry in Turkey (WorldFish 2021, Kadin Balik¢ilar Dernegi
2019, Gonciioglu Bodur 2020). However, due to the fact that they are not visible
in the profession, they are not noticed, they cannot take part in decision mech-
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anisms or they have difficulties in accessing information, the fishing sector and
the policies related to this field are designed from men’s perspective. For exam-
ple, in small-scale fisheries, female fishers cannot become partners in S.S. Fishery
Cooperative because they cannot own boats, and therefore their decisions and
thoughts about their own problems and problems are not reflected in the policies.
There are women in all areas of the fisheries industry in Turkey. (Kadm Balik¢ilar
Dernegi 2019; Gonciioglu-Bodur 2020). In a developing country like Turkey, wom-
en’s contribution to the sector and the problems they face are also noteworthy. In
particular, the labors of woman/women fishermen, who work on boats and are the
invisible laborers of the sector (Gonciioglu ve Unal 2011) have begun to be seen
(UNDP 2022). In recent years in Turkey, the situation of women in the fisheries
sector, their perspectives on the profession and their roles in fisheries have begun
to change.

From Invisible to Visibility

Over the years, women’s existence practices, positions and performing ways their
profession in the fishing sector have become visible. This change brings along a
curiosity to define female identity in fishing. The rising visibility in the way fish-
erwomen practice their profession is also revealed by the fact that Seving Uskiip
Konkus, a female fisherman, took part in the Workshop “Beyond the Land: Look-
ing at the Black Sea as a Marine” and what she conveyed in the workshop.

Seving Konkus describes the existence, roles, positions and changes of fisher-
women as follows:

“We had a wooden fishing boat in the 1990s. In those years, we were fishing for
White Sand Mussel (Chamelea Gallina (Linneaus, 1758). Our boat was on the river.
There were about 20-25 fishing boats fishing with our boat. We were all harvesting
mussels. My wife was a diver, and we also picked periwinkle (Rapana Thomasiana,
Gross, 1861) by dividing. The village I lived in was a Georgian village. In the village,
“What is the woman doing on the boat, don’t you have anything to do?” I've come
across such an attitude. It has a moderate and communicative nature. I love fis-
hing very much, I had nothing to do. I continued fishing."

“The Black Sea people considered the woman bad luck on the boat when I was
fishing. It is interesting that they give women’s names to the boat names, but when
the woman gets on the boat, it becomes bad luck. In order to reach the sea and our
boat, I had to pass by the village coffee house where we live every day. I'm going
to bring food to the boat, I had to pass the cafe twice. They were gossiping about
it. Later I developed another technique. We lived in a village with a very beautiful
geographical location. In addition, we took advantage of a wonderful geographical
location where the river connects to the Black Sea. We started to land the boat
out of the river. From the stream, my wife would be landing the boat out, coming
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home, launching it to sea and taking me on the boat like that. We worked under
these conditions, now I look back and see why I insisted so much, because Iloved
the sea so much. I really liked fishing very much, they say that once a person gets
a taste of the sea, they cannot give up.’

“In the village where I live, there was another fisherman besides me. She
wouldn’t get on the boat. She made gill nets, repair her husband’s gill nets. I did
not know how to make gill nets, so I loved to go out to the active sea and fish. We
had a wooden boat, I loved boat repair, I still love it even more. When I say this,
my fisher friends say to me, “Come on! What's good about wooden boat repair?” I
liked it back then; caulking, rubbing with emery. Now we have a fiber boat in S.S.
Zeytinburnu Fishery Cooperative. I will certainly take care of the maintenance of
the boat. Every year, every spring, I love to make barnacle paint, rub with emery,
paint and maintain it.”

“Since those years, I have been in contact with the sea. I am actively working
in a fishery cooperative. There is forty-eight S.S. Fishery Cooperative in Istanbul.
I am the only woman in management for the first time. I worked in the field of
fisheries management. In 1999, I took charge as a founding member of S.S. Zeytin-
burnu Fishery Cooperative. Since 2014, I have been a delegate in the management
of the S.S. Zeytinburnu Fishery Cooperative and the representative of the Istanbul
Fishery Cooperatives Regional Union. I am a member of the Fisher Women’s Com-
mission of the Central Union of Fishery Cooperatives, which was established in
2017 and still continues. I am a board member of the Women in Fisheries Society,
which was established in 2019 and gathers all female fishers under a single roof. I
share my experience gained over the years.”

Consideration

Women took part in fishing activities, which were perceived as a male occupati-
on, in different statuses according to the conditions of the period (Benette 2005).
They do all kinds of work required by fishing before, during and after hunting.
Women play an active role at least as much as men in various professional acti-
vities such as sailing with their boats, making and repairing gill nets, taking the
caught fish from the gill nets, selling fish, alone or mostly with their husbands
(Gonctiioglu 2008). However, gender discrimination created by the responsibilities
of gender perception and roles has caused women to take on roles that are so-
metimes restrictive for women and sometimes different from the knowledge and
positions of male fishers in matters such as the choice and education of women’s
fishing profession. The fact that female fishers, who have a kind of specialization
in the fishing profession, do not continue this profession, will negatively affect
the specialization in the fishing sector, as well as cause the loss of intangible cul-
tural heritage (Fedakar vd. 2015). The principle of fisheries’ adherence to traditi-
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on evolves under the influence of the speed of social changes. The perception of
women in fisheries has begun to find a place in the current and modern world’s
fisheries understanding. It is seen that the practice of life and profession, far from
the traditional attitude of fisheries, and the professional practice experienced by
women, match the experiences of Seving Konkus as a female fisher. By eliminating
their fluidity and differences, identities were divided into hierarchical categories
within sharp structures, and dominant and natural classes were created. Identity
categories that are alienated from positions other than their own subject position
are losing all interest and knowledge on the existence and life of the other. Con-
sidering the changes in the existing structures in the social order and the effects
of the subjects forming the structure on this change, it is clear that the positions
of women will not remain within the fixed identities in which they are placed in
academic representations. Like other identity categories, femininity is a constru-
cted social identity category. Considering the historical settlement of the const-
ruction processes and existing structures, it is possible to see the relative effects
of the pressure mechanisms created by these structures on each individual. Even
if these oppression mechanisms are not completely eliminated, it is possible for
experiences in which they cannot be completed or their foundations are shaken
or even turned into ruins. In addition to time and space, historical, geographical,
cultural and social factors, which can be listed as consumption habits related to
belonging and lifestyles such as gender, ethnicity, class, create dynamic conditions
that prevent groups and individuals from being fixed in defined and divided areas
(Yeniay 2012).

As a female fisher, Seving Konkug’s continued existence and production in
fisheries; transferring the professional experience she has gained to future gen-
erations and trying to find solutions to the problems she has experienced is a
criticism in the understanding of the established gender roles and gender-based
division of labor.
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Abhazya’da Tirk Balikcilar:
Karsi Kiyida Deniz ve Balik

Dr. Jade Cemre Erciyes

Karadeniz, Kafkasya'nin otokton halklar1 i¢in hem bélgenin siirlarim ¢izen bir
deniz, hem de onlan vatanlarindan ayiran acilarin mekanidur. 16. yiizyilda savas-
larla baglayip, 19'uncu yiizyilla damgasimi vuran «Siirgiin ve Soykirim» siirecinde
yasananlar hem Kafkasya'nin niifus yapisini degistirmis hem de Karadeniz'e yiik-
lenen anlam ve 20-21'inci yiizyildaki 'Tiirk Balik¢i' imgesine sekil vermistir. Bu
calismada, oncelikle Abhazya 6zelinde 'Tiirk Balik¢1' imgesini ve balik¢ilig1 olus-
turan tarihsel siireclere odaklanilacak, daha sonra Abhazya, Rusya ve Tiirkiye basi-
nina yansiyan Abhazya'da 'Tiirk Balikcilar' haberleri iizerinden bugiinkii durumu
ortaya koyacagim.

“Karadeniz En Cok Bize Karadir!”: Cerkes Siirgiiniinde Karadeniz

Tiirkiye'de yasayan Cerkes ve Abhazlarin 19'uncu yiizyilin ikinci yarisinda yasadik-
lar1 Stirgiin ve Soykirim’t anmak i¢in kullandiklar: bu slogan, denizlerde yitirilen
insanlarin hikayelerini 6zetler. Karadeniz, uygunsuz kosullarda yapilan deniz yol-
culuklarinda telef olan, yolculuklarin ardindan limanlarda salgin hastaliklar sonu-
cu hayatini kaybedenleri yutmus bir denizdir. 17’inci yiizyilda bélgeye islamiyet'in
girmesinin ardindan 1763 yilinda Carlik Rusyas: yavasca bolgeyi isgale baglamus,
savasg, soykirim ve yerinden edilme siirecleri yiizyll boyunca bolge halklarinin bii-
yiik kayiplar vermesine sebep olmustur. Osmanli'nin, Karadeniz kiyilarindaki ka-
lelerinden cekilmesinin ardindan, 1812 yilinda Abhazya'da yer alan Bzip nehrine
kadar olan bolge Rus kontroliine verilmis, ancak Cerkesya ve Abhazlar tebaalasti-
rilamamugtir (Allen ve Muratoff 1953: 17-30). Osmanli Imparatorlugu ile tek ileti-
sim deniz tizerinden saglanirken, zamanla limanlar da Ruslar tarafindan kontrol
altina alimmigtir.

Rus istatistiklerine gore, 1858-1866 yillar1 arasinda 500.000 kisi Osmanli'ya
génderilerek Imparatorlugun farkli bélgelerinde yerlestirilmislerdir (Kasumov ve
Kasumov 1991, Kumykov 1994). Savasin son yil1 (1863-1864) insanlarin evlerinden
direkt gemilere bindirildikleri toplu bir yerinden edilme yaganmis, Osmanl tara-
findan gemiye alarak getirdikleri kisi basina para 6denecegi soylenen 'Tiirk Ba-
lik¢ilar', gemilerini kapasitesinden fazla doldurmus, bir¢cok gemi bu fazla yiikten
Karadeniz'in sularina gomiilmiistiir.
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1877 yilinda bugiinkii Abhazya topraklarimin ¢ogunlugu tamamen Rus kontro-
liine gectiginde, bu kez dag koylerinden indirilen Abhazlar gemilere bindirilerek
stirgiin edilmiglerdir. Kafkasya'nin niifus yapisini degistiren bu soykirim ve siirgiin
stirecinde bir milyondan fazla kisinin ¢cogunlugu deniz yoluyla olmak tizere ye-
rinden edildigi ve biiyiik kisminin da deniz yolculugunda ve sonrasinda hastalik
ve aclhiktan 6ldiigii diigiiniilmektedir (Shenfield 1999, Jaimoukha 2004). Yerinden
edilme siirecleri ve sonrasinda Karadeniz'in Anadolu kiyilarinda yasananlar 'Tiirk
Balik¢ilar' imgesinin olusmasinda etkili olmustur. S6z gelimi gemide bebegin 6l-
diigii anlagihirsa, gemiden denize atilacagi korkusuyla ona ninni sdyleyen, ancak
durum anlagilip bebegi gemiden atilinca ardindan atlayan bir kadinmn hikaye-
sinden esinlenerek yazilmis bir agit, her yil 21 Mayis tarihinde yapilan siirgiin ve
soykirim anma torenlerinde sdylenir. Abhazyanin 6nemli yazar ve sairi Bagrat
Sinkuba'min sézlerini yazdigl, miizigini 1. Lakerbaya’nin besteledigi 'Sig Nani' ola-
rak bilinen 'siirgiin sarkisi' su sekilde sozlere sahiptir:

"Sis nani gis nani, wyu yavrumva nani,
Evlerinde degilsin babann ve annenin,
Karadeniz’in koynundasn.

Kabaran dalgalar, seni sallyor,
Riizgar estiriyor agarnus yelkenler,
Tiirklerin gemisi begigin.'"

Abhazya ve Soci limanlarindan «Tiirk balik¢1 gemilerine» bindirilip Osman-
I'ya gonderilen insanlar gemide 6ldiiklerinde denize atildiklarindan Karadeniz'in
baliklar tarafindan yenilmis, anlatilara gore insan kafataslar1 yillarca Karadeniz
sahillerine vurmustur. Béyle travmatik bir olay yasayan insanlar ne Kafkasya'da
ne Anadolu'da nesiller boyu Karadeniz baliklarini titketmediklerini dile getirirler.

Tarihten Giiniimiize Abhazya'da Balik¢ilik

“Erken Tung¢ Cagimin kiy1 seridindeki yerlesimler iizerine yapilan arastirmalar,
bolge sakinlerinin ekonomik yasaminda balik¢iligin ek ve muhtemelen ana be-
sin kaynag1 oldugunu gostermistir” (Bjanya 1973'den alintilayan Maan 2000: 172).
MO TV-III yiizyillarin ikinci yarisinda Abhazya'da balikcilik, 6zellikle, arkeolojik
kazilarda bulunan aglar, bronz oltalar, 6rgii igneleriyle kanitlandig1 gibi, biiyiik
captadir (Voronov 1980'den alintilayan Maan 2000: 173). Arkeolojik kazilarda bu-
lunan balik¢ilik aletlerinin hepsinin bugiin de kullanilan Abhazca isimleri vardir.*

1 Abhazca orjinali ve Rusga terciimesi Ahobadze ve Kortua 1957: 51-56’da bulunmaktadir. Cevirisi yazar
tarafindan yapilmistir.

2 2020 yilinda Abhazca ve Rusga olarak basilan Dzidzerya’nin Abhaz-Adige so6zliikbilimi ve genel dilbilim
Gzerine materyaller baslikli kitabinin birinci bolimi Deniz ve Abhazya konusuna ayriimis, eserde hem den-
izcilik ile ilgili Abhazca terminoloji analiz edilmis hem de deniz ile ilgili etnografik materyaller derlenerek
biraraya getirilmistir.
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Abhaz mitolojisine ve inancia baktigimizda, Abhazlarin Msmdaw, komsulari
Sapsiglarin (Cerkes) ise Kodes adini verdikleri, bityiik bir balik gériiniimiinde olup
insanlar1 deniz tagkinlarindan koruyan bir deniz ilahlan oldugunu gérebiliriz.
Antik donemde de Abhazya'dan ve Kuzey Karadeniz Bolgesinden Yunan iilkelerine
balik ihracatinin oldugu varsayilabilir Abhazya'da balik¢iligin spor olarak
degil profesyonel olarak yapildig1 bulunan arsiv belgeleri ve kalintilarla ortaya
konulmaktadir (Maan 2000 ve Maan 2014). Etnografik materyaller ve yazih kay-
naklar, Abhazlarin da komgular gibi deniz baliklarindan balik yagi iirettiklerini ve
bu yag tedavi olarak kullandiklarina taniklik etmektedir (Maan 2000: 176). 16'nc1
yiizyila gelindiginde de gezginlerin anlatilarinda Abhazlar, pek balik yemeyen an-
cak genellikle nehir agizlarinda ve s1§ denizlerde balik avlayan, balik¢1 yerlesimleri
kuran, balik tiitsilleme ve balik yag: cikartarak tedavi amach kullanan, yereldeki
kiliselere balik bagis1 yapan, profesyonel anlamda balik¢ilikla ugrasan kisiler ola-
rak kayitlara ge¢mislerdir (Maan 2000). 17'nci yiizyillda Abhazya'nin balik rezervi-
nin biiytik kismini karsilayan Kodor nehri kiyisinda bulunan Dranda Katedralinde
balik tiitsiileme tesisleri kurulmus ve bagislarla toplanan baliklar tiitsiilenerek ti-
cari liriin olarak satilmigtir. 19'uncu yiizyilda yine burada konserve hazirlama fab-
rikas1 da kurulmustur (Dzidzerya 1990’dan alintilayan Maan 2000: 176). Bélgede
ticari balik¢ilik faaliyetleri, temelde de somon ve yunus avciligi 20'nci yiizyilda da
stirmiis, yunus derileri, yaglar ve etleri ayrilarak Tiirk ve Yunanhlara satilmistir.
Yine bu dénemde Tiirk balik¢ilarin sandallarla yag: icin yunus avlamaya Abhaz-
ya sahillerine geldigi de bilinmektedir. Birinci Diinya Savasi ile beraber bolgedeki
tiim ticari balik¢ilik faaliyetleri sona ermisgtir.

Giintimiizde Abhazya Kodor nehri, hala somonlarin Karadeniz havzasinda
yumurtladiklar1 en biiyiik rezervlerden biridir. En yaygin kargilagilan tiir olan
hamsi ayn1 zamanda Karadeniz'de yasayan biiyiik baliklarin beslendigi bir tiir ol-
dugundan, bugiin Karadeniz balik¢iiginda tartigmalarin temelini olugturuyor.

Basinda Tiirk Bahik¢ilar imgesi

Biitiin sehir iskelelerinde oltalarla oturan balikgilar, ‘Iste yine Tiirk gemileri geldi,
dip trolleriyle yakalayacaklar, tiim dibi siyirip tiim baliklar alacaklar! (Ekho Kav-
kaza 2017a).

2007-201 yillarinda “ekonomik amaclarla dogaya zarar veren” Tiirk balik¢ilar
anlatisini ¢ok duydum. Abhazca ve Rusca televizyon yayinlarinda ve gazetelerde
sik sik dile getirilen bir sorun olan Tiirk balik¢ilarin dogaya verdigi zarar nemli bir
sorundu. 1992-93 Savasi sonrasi Abhazya Karadeniz'indeki siyasi belirsizliklerden
cikar elde eden, boyutlan kiiciik baliklar1 yakayan, balik yuvalanma alanlarina za-
rar vererek tiirtin devamliligini engelleyen, asir1 avlanma gibi eylemler nedeniyle
kendilerine kesilen yasal cezalar 6deseler dahi bu grup kar ediyordu. Bu durum
basinda siklikla dile getirilse de duruma ¢éziim iiretecek igbirlikleri Abhazya'nin
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2008'e kadar taninmayan bir iilke olmasi sebebiyle saglanamiyordu. Rusya'nin Ab-
hazya'y1 2008'de tanimasi ile konu farkh paydaslar arasinda tartismalara yol agma-
ya baglamigt1.

Abhazya'da endiistriyel balik¢iligin gelisim siirecine medyada ¢ikan haberler
tizerinden baktigimizda, 2011 yilindan giiniimiize uzanan sorunlari gozlemlemek
ve bunlar icinde yeniden tiretilen ve bir yandan da miicadele edilen Tiirk balik-
cilar imgesini takip etmek miimkiindiir. Ornegin, bir kiy1 iilkesi oldugu halde i¢
pazarda balik bulunmamasini islenerek Tiirkiye'ye ihrag edilen hamsi avina bagla-
yan haberler basina yansir (Ekho Kavkaza 2011).

2015 yilina gelindiginde avlanan balik (hamsi) miktarinin ve fabrika sayilari-
nin arttig1, ancak endiistriyel balik¢ihigin ekonomik katkilarina ragmen, kurallara
uymadig1 diistiniilen Tiirk balik¢ilar sebebiyle halkin balik¢iliga kars: ayaklandi-
&1 ve tepki gosterdigi haberleri basina yansimis, “Tiirk-Abhaz ortak igletmelerini
temsil eden ve izin verilen yarim kilometreden fazla kiyiya yaklasan balik¢1 ge-
milerinin yasaklanmasi talebiyle [halk] yetkililere” bagvurmustur (Ekho Kavkaza
2015). “Gagra sakinlerine gore, bolge sularinda Tiirk yelkenciler tarafindan gercek-
lestirilen balikcilik, ekolojik bir felaket tehditi olusturmaktadir” (Sputnik Abkha-
zia 09.03.2015). 31 Mart 2015 tarihinde Abhazya'da “Sudaki Biyolojik Kaynaklarin
Endiistriyel Olarak Cikarnlmasina iligkin Ruhsatlandirma Yénetmeligi” onaylan-
mustir (Sputnik Abkhazia 31.03.2015). Halkin cevre zarar1 odakl tepkilerine hizli
bir sekilde yasal bir tepki verilmesi, iilkedeki hassasiyetleri ve 6ncelikleri gosterir
niteliktedir.

Bir sonraki hamsi sezonu agilmadan Tiirk balik¢: filosunun Rus balikgilarla
degistirilmesi giindeme gelmig ancak 6ncelikle balik¢ilik sezonu sorunlar ile il-
gilenecek ve iglenen suglar konusunda yaptirimlan saglayacak bir merkez acil-
masina karar verilmistir. Merkezde yer alan Rusya Federal Balik¢ilik Ajansi'ndan
uzmanlar “Ortak ve rasyonel balik¢iligin uygulanmasinin, Azak-Karadeniz balik-
cilik havzasinin sudaki biyolojik kaynaklarin durumu ve iki iilkenin balik¢iliginin
gelisimi tizerinde olumlu bir etkiye sahip” olacag: inanciyla béyle bir olusum ku-
ruldugunu sdylemistir (Sputnik Abkhazia 16.12.2015). Ilgili sezonda isleme tesisi
sayisinin bir kez daha artarak s'e ¢iktig1 ve hamsi avinin bu tesislerde islenmek
tizere “Tiirkiye'de kiralanan girgir tekneleri ile” yapildig ¢iinkii Abhazya'nin “ken-
di balikg1 filosunu” kurmasinin ve korumasinin “cok pahali oldugu” dile getirilmis-
tir (Sputnik Abkhazia 18.01.2016).

2016 yilinda balik unu ve yag tesislerin nasil isledigi ve balik avinin nasil ger-
ceklestigi konusunda basina konusan isleme tesisi miidiirii kesif gemisinin denize
acildigini, hamsi siiriisii ile karsilagtiginda tuzak gemisini ¢agirdigini ve baliklarin
gitmesini engelleyen aglar atildigini, daha sonra pompalarla baliklarin tagiyici ge-
milere, oradan da fabrikaya aktarilarak islendigini ve tiretimin tiimiiniin Tiirki-
ye'ye gonderildigini dile getirmistir (Sputnik Abkhazia 19.02.2016).
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Endiistriyel balik¢iligin ve biiyiik araglarla balik aveiliginin, dogadaki biyolojik
dengelerin bozulmasia sebep oldugu, geciminin biiyiik kismini turizm {izerin-
den saglayan Abhazya i¢in ekolojik dengeyi bozmayan yaklasimlari 6nemli oldu-
gu her zaman halk tarafindan dile getirilmektedir (Sputnik Abkhazia 15.03.2016).
Bilim diinyasindan uzmanlar da hamsi avina dikkatle yaklasmak gerektigini, tiim
Karadeniz'de 180-190 bin ton hamsi avlandigini, dogal dengeyi bozmamak i¢in
Abhazya'nin sularida 30 bin ton hamsi yakalanabilecegini dile getirmektedirler
(Sputnik Abkhazia 03.11.2016a). “Abhazya’daki balik¢ilik sektorii iilkeye biitce olus-
turan sektorlerden biridir” (Sputnik Abkhazia 03.11.2016b).

2016 yilina gelindiginde Rusya ile yapilan anlagmaya dayanarak Tirk balik-
cilarin zamanla yerini Rus balik¢ilara birakacagi yoniinde tartigmalar devam
ederken, buna pek kimsenin inanmadigs; bolgede faaliyet gosteren 5 Tiirk-Abhaz
isletmenin hamsi baligim Tiirkiye'ye sattig1 da basina yansimaktadir (Deniz Haber
2016). Halkin Tiirk balik¢ilarin trollerle avlanarak dogaya zarar verdigi iddialar ise
Abhazya yetkililerince dogru olmadig: ve kontrollerin yapildig siklikla dile getiril-
se de degismemektedir. Ekoloji uzmanlan géyle belirtmektedir:

“Abhazya sularinda sadece iki tiir balik avina izin verilir: bu, orta derinlikte bir
girgir ve su siitununa atilan orta derinlikte bir troldiir. Barbun, mezgit ve pisi ba-
lig1 gibi dip balig: tiirlerinin Abhazya sularinda avlanmasina sadece dip peyzajini
rahatsiz etmeyen sabit dip aglari ile yapilmas: sartiyla ve sadece yerel isletmelere
izin verilmektedir” (Ekho Kavkaza 2017b).

2017 yilina gelindiginde yine Tiirk balik¢ilarin kiyiya 500 metreden yakin me-
safede avlanma yasagina uymadig1 iizerine haberler sosyal medyaya ve basina
yansimis, (Sputnik Abkhazia 26.01.2017) hemen ardindan da iki Tiirk balik¢1 gemi-
si gbzaltina alinmustir (Sputnik Abkhazia 28.02.2017). Devlet, balik¢ilik konusunda
kontrollerin siki tutuldugu, haftalik raporlarla avlanma siirecinin izlendigi ve eko-
loji uzmanlariyla birlikte uyum icinde calisildig1 yoniinde agiklamalar yapsa da
(Sputnik Abkhazia 27.06.2017) halkin buna inanmadig1 anlasilmaktadir.

2017 yihnda Karadeniz'de gozlemlenen hamsi miktarindaki azalmay: uzman-
lar, “agint avlanmaya” baglamakta ve “Karadeniz'de bir¢ok tilkenin hamsi yakala-
digini, ancak hamsinin ¢ogunun Tiirk filosu tarafindan avlandigini, Karadeniz
Bolgesi iilkeleri arasinda kota ile balik¢ihk konusunda anlagmaya varilmasinin
miimkiin olmadigim” dile getirmistir (Sputnik Abkhazia 16.06.2017). Glintimiizde
de Abhazya, Karadeniz havzasinda balik avlama kotalar koyarak balik¢ilig sinir-
layan tek iilkedir. Bunun kargisinda tilkedeki balik igletmeleri iiretimi artirabilmek
i¢in “avlanmay1 40 bin ton balikla sinirlamayan” politikalarin gelistirilmesini talep
edilmektedir (Sputnik Abkhazia 21.06.2017).

2017-2018 balik¢ilik doneminde taze ve dondurulmug balik ihracati tamamen
yasaklanarak taze iiriinlerin pazara girmesi i¢in bir firsat yaratilmaya calisilsa da
durum yillar icinde degismemistir. Basina yine “dip trolleri ve Tiirk balik¢ilar” im-
gesi yansumigtir:
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“Gevre miifettiglerimiz Tiirk gemileri karasularimiza geldiginde kalibrasyon
(ayirma)initesive dip trolii olup olmadigini kontrol ediyorlar... Yine de dip troliiniin
fiillen kullanmlmadigina vatandaslarimiz1 ikna etmek ¢ok zor.. Abhazya>da 500
metrelik kiy1 bélgesinde balik avlamak yasaktir... Thlal durumunda cevre savciligi
bir tutanak diizenleyerek mahkemeye sunuyor” (Ekho Kavkaza 2017a).

Abhazya'da kota kontrolii olmasina ragmen hamsi avlama boyutunun Tiirki-
ye'de en az dokuz santim olmasina izin verilirken Abhazya'da yedi santim olmasi
sebebiyle Tiirkiye gazetelerine yansiyan olumsuz durumlar da vardir: “Balik¢ilar,
ozellikle Abhazya taraflarinda avlanan bol miktardaki ince hamsinin balik fabri-
kalarina verildigini belirtirken bunun da hamsinin Karadeniz'deki gelecegini zora
soktugunu soyliiyorlar” (Haber Gazetesi 2017).

Abhazya'da halkin Tiirk balik¢1 imgesi Rusya Federal Balikgilik Ajans: tarafin-
dan da desteklenmektedir. Tiirk filosunun, 2014'ten beri Abhazya kiyilarinda bii-
yiik bir hamsi avi yaptigin ve “sadece balik¢ilik kurallarini degil, ayn1 zamanda
yakalanan balik miktarin da ihlal” ettiklerini s6yleyen Ajans yetkililerine Abhazya
Ekoloji ve Dogay1 Koruma Devlet Komitesi yetkilileri, “Tiirk gemilerinin cumhu-
riyet kiyillarinda balik¢ilik yontemlerini ihlal etmedigi” ve “barbarca yontemler”
gozlemlenmedigi (Sputnik Abkhazia 22.1.2018a) seklinde cevap verse de Rusya
tarafi Abhazyanin daha siki yaptirimlar getirmesi gerektigini dile getirmektedir
(Sputnik Abkhazia 22.11.2018b).

Abhazya haberlerinde Tiirk Balik¢ilarin trol kullanmadig1 haberleri tekrar etse
de, Tiirk ve Rus basinina gére 2018-2019 balik sezonunda “Abhazya Icisleri Bakan-
ligi'na bagh Denizleri Koruma Miidiirliigii ekipleri tarafindan yapilan kontroller
sonucunda usule uygun olmayan sekilde avlanma yapan ve trol avlanma olarak
bilinen avlanma yonteminin kullanilmas: sebebiyle 2 adet Tiirk balik¢1 teknesi
baglanmig” ve Karadeniz'de azalan balik niifusu sebebiyle kotalar yariya indirile-
rek kontroller arttirlmigtir (Haber Gazetesi 2018). Birkag ay sonra ise Rus medya-
s1 kontrolsiiz ‘tam trollerle’ avlanan Tiirk gemilerinin bolgedeki hamsi (Engraulis
encrasicolus ponticus) popiilasyonunda simdiden keskin bir diistige yol actigim
vurgulayarak 3 teknenin baglandigini yazmistir (Vorotnikov 2019). Keza Ekoloji
Enstitiisit Miidiirti, balik yagi ve unu igletmelerinin iyi aritma sistemlerine sahip
olmamasi, yag ve protein kalintilarinin denize ulagmas: durumunda deniz kus-
larinin tehdit altina girebilecegini belirtmektedir (Sputnik Abkhazia 07.01.2020).

Giinitimiizde yapilan diizenlemeler ile birlikte balik igletmeleri, kendilerine
verilen kota dahilinde Tiirkiye'den kiraladiklar1 balik¢ teknelerindeki miirettebat
ile yakin bir gekilde caligmak, onlarin eylemlerini kontrol etmek, nelerin yapilip
nelerin yapilamayacagini agiklamaktan ve tiim mirettebati Abhazya'da kiyidan
500 metreden daha yakin mesafede, tiim biiyiik nehirlerin agizlarinda balik avla-
ma yasag1 konusunda uyarilmaktan sorumludur (Sputnik Abkhazia 22.01.2020).

2019-2020 sezonuna gelindiginde Abhazya'daki balik unu ve yagi isletme tesisi
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sayist yediye ¢ikmistir. Yakalanan tiim baliklar Abhazya'da kalmakta ve yerel is-
letmeler tarafindan balik unu ve yagina doniistiiriilmektedir. islenmis iiriinler ise
yurt digina, Tiirkiye ve Rusya'ya ihra¢ edilmektedir. Yerel pazarda hala taze balk
bulmak miimkiin degildir. Ayrica kontrollere ragmen cezalar az oldugu i¢in kural
ihlalleri yasanmaktadir. Bu baglamda Abhazya'da yasal mevzuatin zayif oldugu
tartisilmaya baslanmus, ancak “ilk asamada balik¢ilik endiistrisinin gelisimi igin
bir devlet programi benimsemek gerekliydi, ancak devlet bu konudan ne istedigi-
ni” anlayamamustir (Sputnik Abkhazia 22.01.2020). Hazirlanan yasa paketi, isleme
endiistrisinin ¢ikarlarini, niifusun ihtiyac ve taleplerini ve cevre sorunlarini dik-
kate almak durumundadir. 2020 yilina kadar tiim balikgilik ile ilgili faaliyetler bir
seferlik kararnameler, hiikiimet emirleri ile diizenlenmekteydi (Sputnik Abkhazia
23.01.2020).

“Abhazya hiikiimeti, ... ‘2019-2020 sonbahar-kis sezonunda izin verilen sucul
biyolojik kaynaklarin avlanmasinin ve 6nerilen iiretim kotalarinin onaylanmasi
tizerine” karar taslagini degistirdi. Abhazya sularinda izin verilen hamsi avi hacmi,
2019-2020 av sezonunda 35 bin tondan 76 bin tona ¢ikarildi... ‘Rakamlar, Kara-
deniz ekosistemi tizerindeki etkimizin diger devletlere kiyasla nemsiz oldugunu
gosteriyor. Bu konuyu diizenlemek icin uluslararasi bir anlasmaya ihtiyag var ...”
(Sputnik Abkhazia 03.02.2020).

Abhaz Devlet Universitesi Uygulamali Ekoloji Béliimii Baskani akademisyen
Yanvarbi Ekba bir radyo réportajinda Karadeniz'deki ticari balik sayisinin azaldi-
gna dikkat cekmektedir:

“Abhazya su bolgesi ticari baliklar icin kiglama yeri, ¢linkii... deniz suyu s1-
cakhig1 alt1 derecenin altina diigmiiyor. 60’li yillarda Karadeniz'de 26 ticari balik
tiirii vards, simdi geriye beg tane kalds, aslinda sadece hamsi avlaniyor... Ekba'ya
gore, insan faaliyetleriyle baglantili antropojenik baskilar nedeniyle Karadeniz»in
durumu her yil kétiiye gidiyor... ‘Karadeniz tiim atiklar1 kendi icinde biriktiriyor,
son yillarda giiclii bir plastik tiriin akini oldu. Karadeniz>in orta kesiminde
plastikten olusan adalar var, cok zor ayrigacaklar ve bu gerceklesse bile, daha sonra
mikroorganizmalar onu tiiketerek tiim iktiyofaunamizi zehirleyecektir. Bu neden-
le bu sorun ¢ok ciddi’ dedi. Bilim insani, Karadeniz'in ev kimyasallar1 da dahil
olmak iizere kirlilige maruz kaldigim kaydetti... Deniz ayrica tarlalardan yikanan
inorganik giibrelerle kirleniyor’ dedi.” (Sputnik Abkhazia 31.10.2019).

2022 yilina gelindiginde Abhazya'da 8 balik unu ve yagi fabrikas1 bulunmakta-
dir. ihlaller karsisinda, yasal diizenlemeler yapildig1 ve cezalar ciddi sekilde artti-
rldigi icin artik balikgilik kurallarinin ihlaliyle ilgili 6zel bir sorun yaganmamakta-
dir (Sputnik Abkhazia 27.06.2022).
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Sonug ve Oneriler

Karadeniz'in biyolojik cesitliliginin korunmas: hem yerelde hem de bolgede tica-
ri/endiistriyel balik¢ilik icin politikalar gelistirilmesini gerektirmektedir. Abhaz-
ya'da 2017 yilinda balik niifusunda ciddi bir azalma yasanmas: iizerine uzmanlar
stirece katilan tiim iilkelerin ayn1 miizakere masasina oturup go¢men baliklarin
akilcr kullanimi ve korunmasi konusunda bir anlagmaya varacagini hayal etmenin
zor oldugunu ancak herkesin birlikte sorumluluk almasinin gerekliligini dile
getirmektedir (Sputnik Abkhazia 16.06.2017). “Baliklarin buraya goc ettigini bu
yiizden sorumlulugumuz olmadigini iddia edenleri ¢ok sik duyabilirsiniz, bu,
balik¢ihigin tizerine inga edildigi biyolojik temellerin yanlhs anlagilmasidir... so-
rumsuzca davranirlarsa balik¢iligin kaynak tabani zedelenir” (Sputnik Abkhazia
30.10.2021).

Kisin sert gectigi zamanlarda baliklarin Abhazya kiyilarina gelmemesinin
dogal nedenleri de olabilir, ancak bugiin Karadeniz'de balik sayilarinin azalma-
sindaki ana faktor hala insan faktoriidiir. “Abhaz Ekoloji Enstitiisii, bu durumdan
citkmanin yolunun Karadeniz'de hamsi iireten tiim tilkelerin go¢men balik tiirleri-
nin yakalanmas: ve rasyonel kullanimi icin kosullar gelistirmesi gerektigine inan-
maktadir” (Sputnik Abkhazia 16.06.2017).

Abhazya'da yerelde kontroliin saglanmasi i¢in 2021 yili itibariyle gerekli ya-
sal diizenlemeler yapilmistir. Karadeniz'in biyolojik kaynaklarinin siiresiz olarak
kullanilmasina izin verecek bir seviyede korunmasi icin, siirdiiriilebilir balik¢ihg
saglamak i¢in 28 Ekim 2021 tarihinde kabul edilen yasal diizenleme balik¢ilik li-
sans! alinmasini zorunlu kilmakta, kotalar koymakta, delici ¢cikarma aletleri, ha-
vali ve ategli silahlar kullanan gemilerden balik avlamayi ve i¢ sularda endiistriyel
balik¢ilik yapilmasini yasaklamaktadir. Abhazya Ekoloji Enstitiisii, Azov-Karade-
niz Balik¢ilik Enstitiisii'nden uzmanlarla birlikte, av mevsiminin ortasinda balik
sayllarin ortalama degerlerinin goriintiilendigi sonuclara gore analizler yaparak
izin verilen miktarlan degistirebilir (Sputnik Abkhazia 30.11.2021).

Yerelde yapilan diizenlemeler yeterli degildir, ancak bolgesel diizenlemeler
cok zordur. Zengin vd. (2012: 27) benzer bir noktaya dikkat ¢cekerek “hamsi stoku-
nun biyolojik olarak siirdiiriilebilirliginin izlenebilmesi i¢cin Karadeniz’e sinirdas
olan tilkeler ile birlikte bir “bolgesel izleme programinin” hayata gecirilmesi” ve
“bolgedeki tilkeler ile politik, teknik ve ekonomik igbirligine gidilmesi” gerekliligi-
ni vurgulamiglardir.

Sonug itibariyle Abhazya bolgedeki tiim {ilkeler tarafindan taninmayan bir
tilke olsa da balik¢ilik baglaminda Tiirkiye ile yogun bir iligki icindedir. Genel
olarak Tiirkiye Abhazya diasporasinin énemli bir niifusunu barindiran ve siirgiin
vatani olarak pozitif bir imgeye sahipken, siirgiinde ve 92-93 savasi sonrasindaki
belirsizlik siirecinde Tiirk balik¢ilar hakkinda negatif bir imge vardir. Ge¢misin
travmalarimi agmanin yolu, gelecekte olusturulacak doga ve insan odakl, siirdiirii-
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lebilirlik temelli igbirlikleri ile miimkiin olmaktadir. Son s6z olarak konugmamin
sonunda degerli Mustafa Zengin hocamin yaptig1 yorumu paylasmak istiyorum:

“Son 5-6 yildir o Karadeniz iilkeleri arasinda FAO'nun diizenledigi Akdeniz
Balik¢ilik Kongresi, GFCM, ve Karadeniz iilkeleri arasinda paylagilan ortak stok-
larin gahistaylari yapiliyor. Buradaki amag¢ hamsinin siirdiiriilebilirligini ve fiilen
salyangoz, deniz salyangozu avciligi konusunu projelendirmek... Abhazya kiyilar
cok onemli, ¢iinkii popiilasyonun ¢ogu orada iirityor. Bunu da ¢ok iyi idare et-
migler. Yonetimin 6nlem almasi 2021'de ¢ok iyi bir gelisme... Ancak [boyut] ¢ok
onemli, siz Tiirkiye'de bunu 9 cm olarak uyguluyorsunuz, ama Giircistan bunu 7
santim uyguluyor. Ciinkii o populasyon bir yil sonra yine déniiyor Dogu Karade-
niz kiyilarinda av veriyor. Konu defalarca bilimsel platformlarda ifade edilmesine
karsin iilkeler arasinda bir konsensus saglanamad: ve kaynaklar hizli bir sekilde
tiiketilmekte” (Zengin 2022).
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For the autochthonous people of the Caucasus, the Black Sea is both a sea that
marks the borders of the region and a place of suffering that separates them from
their homeland. What happened during the time of «Exile and Genocide», which
started with wars in the 16th century and left its mark on the 19th century, both
changed the population structure of the Caucasus and shaped the meaning attri-
buted to the Black Sea and the image of the “Turkish Fisherman” in the 20th-21st
century. In this study, first, I will focus on the historical processes that shaped the
image of the “Turkish Fisherman” and fisheries in Abkhazia, then I will reveal the
current situation through the news of the “Turkish Fishermen” in Abkhazia, which
was reflected in the press of Abkhazia, Russia and Turkey.

“The Black Sea has its Blackest Shade for Us!”: The Black Sea during the Circas-
sian Exile

This slogan, “The Black Sea has its Blackest Shade for Us!” used by Circassians and
Abkhazians living in Turkey to commemorate the Exile and Genocide in the se-
cond half of the 19th century, sums up the many stories of people lost at sea. The
Black Sea is a sea that engulfed those who perished during sea voyages made in
unsuitable conditions and those who lost their lives due to epidemic diseases in
the ports after arrival. After the entry of Islam into the Caucasus in the 17th cen-
tury, Tsarist Russia began to slowly invade the region in 1763, and the processes of
war, genocide and displacement caused great losses to the peoples of the region
throughout the century. After the Ottomans’ withdrawal from their fortresses in
the Black Sea coast, the region up to the Bzip river in Abkhazia was given to the
Russian control in 1812, but Circassia and Abkhazians could not be controlled (Al-
len and Muratoff 1953: 17-30). While the only communication with the Ottoman
Empire was through the sea, the ports were taken under control by the Russians
over time.

According to Russian statistics, between 1858 and 1866, 500,000 people were
sent to the Ottoman Empire and settled in different parts of the Empire (Kasumov
and Kasumov 1991, Kumykov 1994). In the last year of the war (1863-1864), there
was a mass displacement where people were put on ships directly from their ho-
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mes. The “Turkish Fishermen’, who were to be paid for each person they brought
on board by the Ottomans, filled their ships beyond capacity, and many ships were
buried in the waters of the Black Sea due to this excess load.

In 1877, when most of current Abkhazia’s lands were under Russian control,
this time the Abkhazians, who were displaced from their mountain villages, were
put on ships and exiled. It is thought that during those years of genocide and exile
that changed the population structure of the Caucasus, more than one million
people were displaced, mostly by sea, and most of them died of diseases and star-
vation during and after the journey (Shenfield 1999, Jaimoukha 2004). The proces-
ses of displacement and subsequent events at the Anatolian shores of the Black
Sea were influential in the formation of the image of the “Turkish Fishermen”.
For example, a lament is sung at the exile and genocide commemoration events
held on May 21 every year, inspired by the story of a woman who sang a lullaby to
her dead baby so that the baby would not be thrown into the sea. The story tells
that she jumped to sea after her baby was thrown when the situation was unders-
tood by the fisherman. Bagrat Shinkuba, the Abkhazian author and poet wrote
the words of the lament in his book “The Last of the Deported” and I. Lakerbaya
composed the music of this “song of exile”, known as “Shish Nani”. Part of the lyrics
are as follows:

Shish nani shish nani, sleep baby va nani,
You're not at your father’s and mother’s house,
You are in the bosom of the Black Sea.

The surging waves shake you,

The wind blows white sails,

The ship of the Turks is your cradle."

The people who were sent to the Ottoman Empire from the ports of Abkhazia
and Sochi were thrown into the sea when they died on the ship, were eaten by the
fish of the Black Sea, and according to the narratives, human skulls washed up on
the shores of the Black Sea for years that followed. People who have experienced
such traumatic events say that they have not consumed Black Sea fish for genera-
tions, neither in the Caucasus nor in Anatolia.

History of Fishery in Abkhazia

“Studies of Early Bronze Age coastal settlements have shown that fishing was an
additional and possibly the main source of food in the economic life of the inha-
bitants” (Bjanya 1973, in Maan 2000: 172). Fishing in Abkhazia in the second half of

1 The Abkhazian and Russian lyrics are available at Ahobadze and Kortua 1957: 51-56. Translation by the
author.
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the IV-III BC was especially large, as evidenced by nets, bronze fishing rods, knit-
ting needles found in archaeological excavations (quoted by Voronov 1980, Maan
2000:173). All excavated fishing tools have Abkhazian names, which are still used
today.> When we look at the Abkhaz mythology and belief, we can see that there
is a sea deity called Mshyndaw by Abkhazians, and Kodes by their neighboring
Shapsug (Circassian) who look like a big fish and protect people from sea floods.
It can also be assumed that fish exports from Abkhazia and the Northern Black
Sea region to Greek countries were also happening in antiquity. It is revealed by
the archival documents and remains that fishing was carried out professionally,
not as a sport in Abkhazia (Maan 2000 and Maan 2014). Ethnographic materials
and written sources testify that Abkhazians, like their neighbors, produced fish
oil from sea fish and used this oil as a cure (Maan 2000:176). In the writings of the
16" century travelers, Abkhazians were narrated as people who did not eat much
fish, but usually fished in estuaries and shallow seas, established fishermen sett-
lements, smoked fish and prepared fish oil for medicinal purposes, donated fish
to local churches, and professionally engaged in fishing (Maan 2000). In the 17th
century, fish smoking facilities were established in the Dranda Cathedral, located
on the banks of the Kodor river, where majority of Abkhazia’s fish reserves exis-
ted, and the fish collected with donations were smoked and sold as commercial a
product. In the 19th century, a canned fish factory was also established here (Dzid-
zerya 1990 in Maan 2000:176). Commercial fishing activities, basically salmon and
dolphin fishing continued in the region in the 20th century, and dolphin skins,
oil and meat were separated and sold to Turks and Greeks. It is also known that
Turkish fishermen came to the shores of Abkhazia to hunt dolphins for their oil in
boats during this period. With the First World War, all commercial fishing activi-
ties in the region came to an end.

Today, the Kodor river in Abkhazia is still one of the largest reserves in the Bla-
ck Sea basin where salmon spawn. Anchovy, which is the most common species,
is also what large fish living in the Black Sea feed on, thus forming the basis for
discussions in the Black Sea today.

Image of the Turkish Fishermen in the Press

Fishermen sitting on all the city piers with fishing rods said, ‘Here come the Tur-
kish ships again, they will catch with bottom trawlers, they will scrape the whole
bottom and take all the fish! (Ekho Kavkaza 2017a)

In 2007-2011, I heard the narrative of the Turkish fishermen who “harm the na-
ture for economic purposes” a lot. The damage done by Turkish fishermen to the

2 The first chapter of Dzidzeria’s book printed in Abkhazian and Russian in 2020 entitled Materials on
Abkhaz-Adyghe Lexicography and General Linguistics, is on Sea and Abkhazia. The chapter focuses on both
sea related terminology in Abkhazian and collects ethnographic works on the topic.
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local nature was an important problem, a problem that was frequently mentioned
in Abkhaz and Russian television broadcasts and newspapers. This group profited
from the political uncertainties in the Abkhazian Black Sea after the 1992-93 conf-
lict, even if they paid the legal fines imposed on them for actions such as overfis-
hing, catching small fish, damaging fish nesting areas, preventing the continuity of
the species. Although this situation was frequently mentioned in the press, coope-
ration to find solutions to the situation could not be achieved due to the fact that
Abkhazia was an unrecognized state until 2008. With Russia’s recognition of Abk-
hazia in 2008, the issue started to cause discussions among different stakeholders.

When we look at the development of industrial fisheries in Abkhazia through
the news, it is possible to observe the problems since 2011 to the present and to fol-
low the constant reconstruction and struggle with the image of the Turkish fisher-
men. For example, the news that connects the lack of fish in the domestic market
although it is a coastal country, to the catching of the anchovy that is processed
and exported to Turkey, is reflected in the press (Ekho Kavkaza 20m).

In 2015, the amount of fish (anchovy) caught and the number of factories inc-
reased and despite the economic contributions of industrial fishing, the public re-
volted and reacted against fishing due to the Turkish fishermen who were thought
to be not obeying the rules were reflected in the press: “the people had applied to
the authorities demanding that fishing vessels approaching more than a kilometer
of shore be banned” (Ekho Kavkaza 2015). “According to the inhabitants of Gagra,
fishing by Turkish sailors in the waters of the region posed a threat of an ecologi-
cal catastrophe” (Sputnik Abkhazia 09.03.2015). In this regard, on March 31, 2015,
“Regulation on Licensing of Industrial Extraction of Aquatic Biological Resources”
was approved in Abkhazia (Sputnik Abkhazia 31.03.2015). The swift legal response
to the public’s environmental damage-oriented reactions is indicative of the sen-
sitivities and priorities in the country.

Before the next anchovy season started, it came to the agenda to replace the
Turkish fishing fleet with Russian fishermen and a center to deal with crimes in
relation to fishery was established. Experts from the Russian Federal Agency for
Fishery who were members of the established center said that, “implementation
of joint and rational fishing will have a positive effect on the state of biological
resources in the water of the Azov-Black Sea fishing basin and the development
of the fisheries of the two countries” (Sputnik Abkhazia 16.12.2015). It was stated
that the number of processing facilities increased to 5 in the relevant season, and
that anchovy was caught by “pursers rented in Turkey” to be processed in these
facilities, because it was “too expensive” for Abkhazia to establish and maintain
“its own fishing fleet”. (Sputnik Abkhazia 18.01.2016).

In 2016, the manager of the processing plant, who spoke to the press about
how the fishmeal and oil facilities work and how the fishing takes place expla-
ins that the exploration ship sails, when a herd of anchovy is encountered, the
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trap ship is called and nets were thrown to prevent the fish from leaving, then the
fish were transferred to the carrier ships and from there to the factory by pum-
ps to be processed and all the production was sent to Turkey (Sputnik Abkhazia
19.02.2016).

It is always stated by the local community that industrial fishing and fishing
with large vehicles cause the deterioration of the biological balance in nature, and
that approaches that do not disturb the ecological balance are important for Abk-
hazia, which makes a large part of its livelihood through tourism (Sputnik Abkha-
zia 15.03.2016). Scientists state that 180-190 thousand tons of anchovy are caught
in the whole Black Sea, and 30 thousand tons of anchovy can be caught in the
waters of Abkhazia in order not to disturb the natural balance (Sputnik Abkhazia
03.11.2016a). “The fishing industry in Abkhazia is one of the budgetary sectors of
the country” (Sputnik Abkhazia 03.11.2016b).

In 2016, it is reflected in the news that there are 5 Turkish-Abkhazian enterp-
rises operating in Abkhazia selling anchovy fish to Turkey and that based on the
agreement made with Russia, Turkish fishermen would be replaced by Russian
fishermen over time - though many people do not believe this (Deniz Haber 2016).
The claims of the public that Turkish fishermen harm the local nature by fishing
with trawlers do not change even though it is frequently stated by the Abkhazian
authorities that this is not true and that there are frequent controls. Ecologists
state:

“Only two types of fishing are allowed in the waters of Abkhazia: this is a me-
dium-deep purse seine and a medium-depth trawl that is thrown into the water
column. Fishing of bottom fish species such as red mullet, haddock and flounder
in Abkhazian waters is only allowed for the local businesses, provided that it is
done with fixed bottom nets that do not disturb the bottom landscape” (Ekho Kav-
kaza 2017b).

In 2017, the news that Turkish fishermen did not comply with the ban on
fishing at 500 meters from the shore was reflected in the social media and the
press (Sputnik Abkhazia 26.01.2017), and two Turkish fishing vessels were detai-
ned (Sputnik Abkhazia 28.02.2017). Although the government makes statements
that fisheries are under strict controls, the hunting process is monitored with we-
ekly reports, and they work in harmony with ecology experts (Sputnik Abkhazia
27.06.2017 ), it is understood that the public does not believe this.

The decrease in the amount of anchovy observed in the Black Sea in 2017 was
due to “overfishing” according to the experts and, “Many countries caught an-
chovy in the Black Sea, but most of the anchovy was caught by the Turkish fleet,
and it was not possible to reach an agreement on the quota for fishing among
the Black Sea Region states” (Sputnik Abkhazia 16.06.2017). Today, Abkhazia is the
only country in the Black Sea basin that limits fishing by imposing quotas. Hence,
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fish businesses in the country are demanding the development of policies that “do
not limit the catch to 40 thousand tons of fish” to increase production (Sputnik
Abkhazia 21.06.2017).

In the 2017-2018 fishing period, for fresh products to enter the local market
there was a ban on export of fresh and frozen fish. Hence the situation has not
changed over the years and the fish market still doesn’t provide many fresh pro-
ducts. The image of “bottom trawlers and Turkish fishermen” was again reflected
in the press in this period, stating that all Turkish ships are inspected upon their
arrival to territorial waters, but locals continue to believe they are using bottom
trawlers (Ekho Kavkaza 2017a). Although there is a quota and calibration control
in Abkhazia, the size of anchovy is allowed to be at least nine centimeters in Tur-
key, while it is seven centimeters in Abkhazia, Turkish newspapers reflect on this
situation saying this puts the future of anchovy in the Black Sea into a difficult
situation (Haber Gazetesi 2017).

The negative image of Turkish fishermen in Abkhazia is also encouraged by
the Russian Federal Agency for Fishery, which states that the Turkish fleet have
been fishing for anchovy on the coast of Abkhazia since 2014, and that they “viola-
ted not only the rules of fishing, but also the amount of fish caught”. On the other
hand, Officials of the State Committee for Ecology and Nature Conservation of
Abkhazia state that “Turkish ships do not violate the fishing methods on the coast
of the Republic” and “barbaric methods” were not observed (Sputnik Abkhazia
22.11.2018a). The Russian side states that Abkhazia should impose stricter sancti-
ons for control (Sputnik Abkhazia 22.11.2018b).

Although the news in Abkhazia repeats that Turkish fishermen do not use
trawlers, according to the Turkish and Russian media, in the 2018-2019 fish season
due to the decreasing fish population in the Black Sea, the quotas were halved
and the controls were increased, and during such controls the Marine Protecti-
on Directorate of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Abkhazia caught two Turkish
fishing boats using illegal bottom trawlers (Haber Gazetesi 2018). A few months
later, the Russian media wrote that 3 boats were moored, emphasizing that the un-
controlled Turkish ships fishing with bottom trawlers had already caused a sharp
decline in the anchovy population in the region (Vorotnikov 2019). Likewise, the
Director of the Institute of Ecology of Abkhazia states that seabirds may be thre-
atened if fish oil and fishmeal enterprises do not have good purification systems
and if oil and protein residues reach the sea from the facilities (Sputnik Abkhazia
07.01.2020).

With current regulations, fish enterprises are obliged to work closely with the
crews of the fishing boats they rent from Turkey, to control their actions, to exp-
lain what can and cannot be done, and to keep all the crews in Abkhazia at a dis-
tance of more than 500 meters from the shore and away from the rivers’ mouths
(Sputnik Abkhazia 22.01.2020).
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By the 2019-2020 season, the number of fishmeal and oil processing plants in
Abkhazia has increased to seven. All caught fish remain in Abkhazia and are con-
verted into fishmeal and oil by local enterprises. Processed products are exported
abroad, to Turkey and Russia. It is still not possible to find fresh fish in the local
market. In addition, there are violations of rules because the penalties are low des-
pite increased controls. In this context, it has been discussed that the legal legisla-
tion is weak in Abkhazia (Sputnik Abkhazia 22.01.2020), and the required legisla-
tive package has to take into account the interests of the processing industry, the
needs and demands of the population, and environmental problems. Until 2020,
all fishing related activities were regulated by one-time decrees and government
orders (Sputnik Abkhazia 23.01.2020) and it was argued that Abkhazia’s impact on
the Black Sea ecosystem was insignificant compared to other regional actors, and
an international agreement was needed to regulate the situation (Sputnik Abkha-
zia 03.02.2020).

Academician Yanvarbi Ekba, Head of the Department of Applied Ecology of
the Abkhaz State University, points out in a radio interview that the number of
commercial fish in the Black Sea has decreased from 26s varieties in the 1960s to
five today.

“...due to anthropogenic pressures associated with human activities.... it colle-
cts wastes within itself, there has been a strong influx of plastic products in recent
years. In the central part of the Black Sea there are islands made of plastic, they
will hardly decompose, and even if this happens, then microorganisms will consu-
me it, poisoning our entire ichthyofauna... The scientist noted that the Black Sea is
exposed to pollution, including household chemicals... The sea is also polluted by
inorganic fertilizers washed from the fields, he said. (Sputnik Abkhazia 31.10.2019).

By 2022, there are 8 fishmeal and oil factories in Abkhazia. As legal regulations
have been made and penalties have been increased significantly the violations
seem to have decreased (Sputnik Abkhazia 27.06.2022).

Conclusion and Recommendations

Conservation of the biodiversity of the Black Sea requires the development of po-
licies for commercial/industrial fisheries both locally and in the region. After a
serious decrease in the fish population in Abkhazia in 2017, experts state that it
is difficult to imagine that all participating countries will sit at the same negotia-
ting table and reach an agreement on the rational use and conservation of migra-
tory fish, but that everyone should take responsibility together (Sputnik Abkhazia
16.06.2017). “You can often hear people claiming that the fish migrate here so we
are not responsible, it'’s a misunderstanding of the biological foundations on whi-
ch fisheries are built... if they act irresponsibly, the fisheries’ resource base will be
damaged.” (Sputnik Abkhazia 30.10.2021).
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During harsh winters there can also be natural reasons why fish do not come
to the shores of Abkhazia, but the main factor in the reduction of fish numbers
in the Black Sea today is still the human factor. “The Abkhaz Institute of Ecology
believes that the way out of this situation is that all countries producing anchovy
in the Black Sea should develop conditions for the catching and rational use of
migratory fish species” (Sputnik Abkhazia 16.06.2017).

Necessary legal arrangements have been made as of 2021 to ensure sustainable
fishing, protection of the biological resources of the Black Sea at a level that would
allow the use of fishing resources indefinitely, and local control in Abkhazia. The
legal regulation adopted on 28 October 2021, obliges the obtaining of fishing licen-
ses, sets quotas, bans fishing from vessels using drillers, air and firearms, and pro-
hibits industrial fishing in the inner waters. The Ecological Institute of Abkhazia,
together with experts from the Azov-Black Sea Fisheries Institute, can change the
allowable quantities mid-fishing-season, based on analysis of calculated averages
(Sputnik Abkhazia 30.11.2021).

Zengin et al. (2012: 27) emphasized the necessity of implementing a regional
monitoring program for the biological sustainability of the anchovy stock with
the countries bordering the Black Sea, and establishing political, technical and
economic cooperation. Hence, even today local regulations are not enough, but
establishment of regional regulations are very difficult.

In conclusion, although Abkhazia is not recognized by all the countries in the
region, it has a deep relationship with Turkey in the context of fishing. In general,
Turkey has a positive image as the new land of the exiled with a significant popu-
lation of the Abkhazian diaspora, while there is a negative image about Turkish
fishermen in the time of the exodus and during the uncertainty after the 92-93
war. The way to overcome the traumas of the past is possible with the nature and
human-oriented, sustainability-based collaborations. As a final word, I would like
to share the comment of Dr. Mustafa Zengin from the day of my talk:

“For the last 5-6 years, Mediterranean Fisheries Congress organized by FAO,
GFCM, and workshops on common stocks shared between Black Sea countries
have been held. The aim here is to project the sustainability of anchovy and the
actual fishing of snails, sea snails... The coast of Abkhazia is very important, beca-
use most of the population breeds there. They handled this very well. The mana-
gement’s action is a very good development in 2021... But [size control of the an-
chovy] is very important, you apply it as g cm in Turkey, but in Georgia it applies 7
cm. Because that population returns a year later and is caught in the Eastern Black
Sea coast. Although the subject has been expressed on scientific platforms many
times, a consensus has not been achieved among the countries and resources are
being consumed quickly” (Zengin 2022).

107



Beyond the Land: Looking at the Black Sea as a Marine Environment
108

References / Kaynakca

Ahobadze, V. and I. Cortua. 1957. Abkhazian Songs [Abkhazkii pesnii]. Abkhazian
ASSR: Moscow.

Allen, W.E.D. and P.P. Muratoff. 1953. Caucasian Battlefields: A History of the Wars
on the Turco-Caucasian Border 1828-1921. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

Deniz Haber. 2016. “Abkhazia Banned Turkish Fishermen to Fish from Next Year
Onwards.” [In Turkish]. Accessed 1.07.2022. https://www.denizhaber.net/
abhazya-gelecek-yildan-itibaren-turk-balikcilarina-balik-avlamasini-yasakla-
di-haber-65754.htm

Dzidzerya, O.P. 2020. Materials on Abkhaz-Adyghe Lexicography and General Lin-
guistics. [Materialy po abhazoadygskoj leksikologii i obshhego jazykoznanija].
Sukhum. Accessed 1.07.2022. http://apsnyteka.org/file/Dzidzariya_O_Materi-
aly_po_abkh_adyg leksikologii_2020.pdf

Ekho Kavkaza. 2011. “There is Sea, No Fish” [In Russian]. Accessed 1.07.2022. htt-
s://www.ekhokavkaza.com/a/2318603.html

Ekho Kavkaza. 2015. “Living Silver’ on the Shores of Abkhazia” [In Russian]. Ac-

cessed 1.07.2022. https://www.ekhokavkaza.com/a/26892208.html
Ekho Kavkaza. 2017a. “The Fish Problem” [In Russian]. Accessed 1.07.2022. https://
www.ekhokavkaza.com/a/28920811.html

Ekho Kavkaza. 2017b. “500 Meters for Ecology” [In Russian]. Accessed 1.07.2022.
https://www.ekhokavkaza.com/a/28255197.html

Haber Gazetesi. 2017. “Fishermen collect anchovy with buckets at the Russian sho-
res due to wrong fishing.” [In Turkish]. Accessed 1.07.2022. https://www.haber-
ler.com/guncel/rusya-da-hamsi-sahile-vurdu-10332493-haberi

Haber Gazetesi, 2018. “Fines rained down on Turkish fishing boats in Abkha-

zia” [In Turkish]. Accessed 1.07.2022.https://www.habergazetesi.com.tr/ha-
ber/5072004/abhazyada-turk-balikci-teknelere-ceza-yagdi

Jaimoukha, A. 2004. “The Circassians in Jordan (A Brief Introduction).” Acces-
sed 1.07.2022. https://www.circassianworld.com/new/diaspora/middle-e-
ast/1249-the-circassians-in-jordan.pdf

Kasumov, A.H. and H.A. Kasumov. 1991. Circassian Genocide: XIX. From the History
of the Circassian Struggle for Independence in the 19th Century [Genocid adygov:
Iz istorii borby adygov za nezavisimost v XIX veke]. Nalchik: Logos.

Kumykov, T.K. 1994. Expulsion of the Adyghe to Turkey: Consequence of Caucasian
Wars [Vyselenie adygov v Turciju — posledstvie kavkazskoj vojny]. Nalchik: Elb-
rus.



Turkish Fishermen in Abkhazia: Sea and Fish on the Opposite Coast

Jade Cemre Erciyes

Maan, O.V. 2000. Fishing in Abkhazia//Abkhazology. History, archeology, ethno-
logy [Rybolovstvo v Abhazii // Abhazovedenie. Istorija, arheologija, ethno-

logija]. Sukhum. Accessed 1.07.2022. http://histfishing.ru/biblio/ethnograp-

hy/maan-ov-rybolovstvo-v-abxazii.html

Maan, O.V. 2014. Problems of ethnic development and traditional everyday culture
of the Abkhaz [Problemy etnicheskogo razvitija i tradicionno-bytovoj kultury
Abhazov]. ABIGIL: Sukhum. Accessed 1.07.2022. http://apsnyteka.org/file/
maan_o_problemy_etnicheskogo_razvitiva_i_traditsionno_bytovoy kultury
abkhazov_2014.pdf

Shenfield, S.D. 1999. “The Circassians: A Forgotten Genocide. ed. Levene, M. and R.
Penny. The Massacre in History. New York: Berghahn Books. Accessed 1.07.2022.
https://www.circassianworld.com/pdf/A_Forgotten_Genocide.pdf.

Sputnik Abkhazia. 09.03.2015. “State Committee on Ecology: Fishing will be ban-
ned in Abkhazia” [In Russian]. Accessed 1.07.2022. https://sputnik-abkhazia.

ru/20150309/1014090491.html

Sputnik Abkhazia. 31.03.2015. “There is no quota for anchovy production in a sing-
le state on the Black Sea” [In Russian]. Accessed 1.07.2022. https://sputnik-a-
bkhazia.ru/20150331/1014283204.html

Sputnik Abkhazia. 16.12.2015. “Fishing vessels of the Russian Federation will rep-
lace the Turkish fleet in fishing in Abkhazia” [In Russian]. Accessed 1.07.2022.
https://sputnik-abkhazia.ru/20151216/1016632927.html

Sputnik Abkhazia. 18.01.2016. “In Abkhazia, more than half of the selected an-
chovy quota for the month was caught” [In Russian]. Accessed 1.07.2022. htt-
s://sputnik-abkhazia.ru/20160118/1016917420.html

Sputnik Abkhazia.19.02.2016. “Where does the Abkhaz anchovy go?” [In Russian].
Accessed 1.07.2022. https://sputnik-abkhazia.ru/20160219/1017255127.html

Sputnik Abkhazia. 15.03.2016. “Adzynba: Uncontrolled fishing is not allowed
in Abkhazia” [In Russian]. Accessed 1.07.2022. https://sputnik-abkhazia.

ru/20160315/1017514284.html

Sputnik Abkhazia. 03.1.2016a. “The Russian Federal Agency for Fishery: Abkhaz
science and officials have different views on anchovy hunting quotas” [In Rus-

sian]. Accessed 1.07.2022. https://sputnik- abkhazia.ru/20161103/rosrybolovst-

vo-u-nauki-i-vlasti-abxazii-razn lvad kvoty-lova-xamsy-1019790228.

Sputnik Abkhazia. 03.11.2016b. “Tarba: The Abkhazian side insisted on increasing
the hunting limit for anchovy” [In Russian]. Accessed 1.07.2022. https://sput-
nik-abkhazia.ru/20161103/tarba-abxazskaya-storona-nastoyala-na-uvelicheni-
i-limita-vylova-xamsy-1019791019.html

109



Beyond the Land: Looking at the Black Sea as a Marine Environment
110

Sputnik Abkhazia. 26.01.2017. “Anchovy season in Abkhazia: Contact line” [In Rus-

sian]. Accessed 1.07.2022. https://sputnik-abkhazia.ru/20170126 /putina-xams-
y-v-abxazii-liniya-soprikosnoveniya-1020300686.html

Sputnik Abkhazia. 28.02.2017. “The border guards noted that the Turkish ships
Vlolated the fishing rules” [In Russian]. Accessed 1.07.2022. https Hsputmk a-
hniki-zafiksirovali h

la- tureck1m1 sudami-1020503354.html
Sputnik Abkhazia. 16.06.2017. “Roman Dbar: Low anchovy catch is due to overfis-

hing” [In Russian]. Accessed 1.07.2022. https://sputnik-abkhazia.ru/20170616/
roman-dbar-prichina-nizkogo-ulova-xamsyperepromysel-1021260726.html

Sputnik Abkhazia. 21.06.2017. “Gogua: Abkhazia -the only country that limits
fishing with quota” [In Russian]. Accessed 1.07.2022. https://sputnik-abkha-

zia.ru/20170621/gogua-abxaziya-edinstvennaya-strana-ogranichivayushha-
va-kvotu-na-vylov-ryby-1021294363.html

Sputnik Abkhazia. 27.06.2017. “Bottomless’ cauldron of Abkhaz anchovy” [In

Russian]. Accessed 1.07.2022. https://sputnik-abkhazia.ru/20170627/bezdonn-
vj-kotel-abxazskoj-xamsy-1021337609.html

Sputnik Abkhazia. 22.11.2018a. “Turkish anchovy fishing: Russia and Abkhazia do
not have a common perspective” [In Russian]. Accessed 1.07.2022. https://

zii- net-edmoy—tochkl zreniya---1025728927.html
Sputnik Abkhazia. 22.11.2018b. “Sokolov: Turkish fishermen have a barbaric ap-
proach to catching anchovy off the coast of Abkhazia” [In Russian]. Accessed
1.07.2022.  https://sputnik-abkhazia.ru/20181122/Sokolov-u-turetskikh-ryba-

kov-varvarskiy-podkhod-k-vylovu-khamsy-u-beregov-Abkhazii-1025722753.
html

Sputnik Abkhazia. 31.10.2019. “Plastic islands and fish extinction: what is happe-
nlng to the Black Sea” [In Russ1an] Accessed 1.07.2022. https: Hsputnlk abkha-

nym-morem-1028727332.html
Sputnik Abkhazia. 07.01.2020. “Oily’ sea: the danger of waste from fish processing
plants for the ecology of Abkhazia” [In Russian]. Accessed 1.07.2022. https://

sputnik-abkhazia.ru/20200107/Zhirnoe-more-opasny-li-otkhody-ryboperera-
batyvayuschikh-zavodov-dlya-ekologii-Abkhazii-1029161756.html

Sputnik Abkhazia. 22.01.2020. “Fishing from afar: what's wrong with the fishing

season in Abkhazia?” [In Russian]. Accessed 1.07.2022. https: Hsp_utmk -abkha-
l-na-di h k

hazu -1029291368.html



Turkish Fishermen in Abkhazia: Sea and Fish on the Opposite Coast

Jade Cemre Erciyes

Sputnik Abkhazia. 23.01.2020. “Golandziya about fishing law in Abkhazia: we fi-
ght like fish on ice” [In Russian]. Accessed 1.07.2022. https: Hsputnlk abkhazia.
k bol

yba-ob-led---1029289280.html

Sputnik Abkhazia. 03.02.2020. “Chitanava: Limiting only Abkhazia in the Black
Sea anchovy hunt is not serious” [In Russian]. Accessed 1.07.2022. https [/sput-
Chi ichi d bk

ve- chernomorskoy—khamsy—neserezno--1029360021 html
Sputnik Abkhazia. 30.10.2021. “Protect bioresources: why do we need fishing ru-

les in Abkhazia?” [In Russian]. Accessed 1.07.2022. https://sputnik-abkhazia.
ru/2o0211030/sokhranit-bioresursy-dlya-chego-nuzhny-pravila-rybolovst-

va-v-abkhazii-1036130900.html

Sputnik Abkhazia. 30.11.2021. “Anchovy season in Abkhazia has been postponed
due to weather condltlons [In Russian]. Accessed 1.07.2022. https [/sputnik-a-
kh bkh derzhi

nykh- uslov1¥ 1036541831.html

Sputnik Abkhazia. 27.06.2022. “Citizen and patron: Chitanava on the biodiversity
of the Abkhaman Black Sea” [In RuSSIan] Accessed 1.07.2022. https [/sput-
6 hd halnik-chi

razi-akvatorii-chernogo-morya-abkhazii--1039850406.html

Vorotnikov, V. 2019. “Naval Battle” [In Russian]. Accessed 1.07.2022. https://mag.
hookandnet.com/2019/02/18/2019-02abkhaziarus/pugpig_index.html

Zengin, M., Y. Geng, and O. Ak. 2012. “A Preliminary Investigation on the State of
Turkish Fishing Fleet of Anchovy Along Northeastern Black Sea (Georgia,
Abkhazia) Coasts [Kuzeydogu Karadeniz (Giircistan, Abhazya) Kiyilarinda
Hamsi Avlayan Tiirk Balik¢1 Filosunun Durumu Uzerine Bir On Aragtirma]”.
Aquaculture Studies, 4: 27-43.

Zengin, M. 2022. “Commentary”. Karadan Ote: Deniz Olarak Karadeniz'e Bakmak,
Online, 28-29 May.

111






Diinden Bugiine Karadeniz Balikciliginin
Mihenk Taslari

Dr. Mustafa Zengin

Girig

Gegmigten giiniimiize Karadeniz'de balik¢ihiginin gelismesinde, tabiatin sundugu
imkanlarin yani sira konjonktiirel ve siyasi sartlar da etkili olmustur. Ticaretin mo-
dernlesmeye basladigi 16., 17. ve 18. yiizyillarda transit ticaret merkezi olarak yeni
tiretim ve tiiketim aligkanliklarindan kar saglanmigsa da; artan niifusun ihtiyac-
lar yerli tarimsal iiretimle karsilanamamistir (Emiroglu 1997). Bolgedeki tarim-
sal tiretimin yetersizligi tarima dayali ekonominin gelisimini engellemistir. 80'li
yillarin 6ncesine kadar hamsi Karadenizli haneler i¢in vazgecilmez bir nimetti.
Av sezonu boyunca taze tiiketildigi gibi, av sezonun disinda tuzlu/salamura ola-
rak da saklanirdl. Bununla beraber ge¢imlik/kdy ekonomisinin geleneksel iiriinii
misir olmustur. Bu nedenledir ki sahil insanlarinin birincil gidasi hamsi ve misir
olmustur.

Oyillarda Hamamizade tarafindan “Trabzon ve ¢evresinde hamsi baliginin ¢ok
avlandig1 yillarda bunlar tiitiin tarlalarinda giibre olarak da kullanilir” seklinde not
digtildigii tizere (Hamamizade 1928), fazla avlanan hamsinin tiitiin tarlalarina,
findik bahcelerine giibre niyetine verilmesi aligkanlik haline gelmigti: Osmanl dig
borclarinin 6denmesi i¢in kurulan ‘Duyun-i Umumiye'nin bir kurulusu olan ‘Reji
Idaresi faaliyete bagladiktan sonra Dogu Karadeniz'de, 6zellikle Trabzon'da tiitiin
aliminin artmasi ile birlikte hamsinin de giibre niyetine tiitiin tarlalara dokildigi
anlagilmaktadir (Emiroglu 1997; Toren 2007).

Balik¢ihigin heniiz endiistriyel boyuta ulasmadig: 19. yiizyilin ilk yarisindan,
21. yiizyilin ilk yillarina kadar Karadeniz'deki ticari balik¢ilhigl, devletin sosyo-po-
litik ve sosyo-ekonomik degisimlerine gore baslica dort ayr1 donemde incelemek
miimkiindiir: (1) Cumhuriyet dncesi: Imparatorlugun son 50 yillik dénemi, (2)
Cumbhuriyetin ilk yillari: 1950 6ncesi, tek partili, devlet¢i ekonomik politikalarin
uygulandig1 donem, (3) 1950 ile 1980 arasindaki donem: Cok partili, planlh ve yari
liberal ekonominin uygulandig: yillar, (4) 1980 ile 21. yiizyilin ilk yillari: Pazar eko-
nomisine gecis donemi, bityiime ve gelisme donemleridir.
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Beykoz
Dalyan,
1910°lar.

Cumbhuriyet Oncesi Dénem: imparatorlugun Son 50 Yilik Dénemi

19. yiizyilin sonlarinda ve 20. yiizyilin baglarinda deniz iriinleri tiretiminin yari-
sindan fazlasi Istanbul'da gerceklegtirilmekteydi. En yaygin avlama yontemi ‘dal-
yan’ balikgigiydi. Dalyan balik¢iginin Bizans Istanbul'una kadar dayanan ¢ok eski
tarihi bulunmaktadir.

Giliniimiizde de Bogaz'in en eski dalyanlarindan olan Beykoz Dalyaninin ku-
rulus tarihi Bizans donemine kadar gitmektedir (Kocu 1961). Dalyanlar genel ola-
rak Rum koylerinde yaygindi ve o donemde balikgilik tiimiiyle Rumlarin yapti-
&1 bir meslekti.' Balik¢ilikta Rum etkisi bugiin kullandigimiz balik isimlerine de
yansimistir (Giinlitk 1985). Dalyan balik¢iligy, trata, 18rip, manyat, alamana gibi
dip siiriitme ve ¢evirme aglan ile bu yerlesimlerdeki balik¢ilik geleneksel olarak
Rum-Ermeni tebaa tarafindan yapilmaktayd: (Dogan 2015). Basta Selanik olmak
tizere Balkanlardan goc eden balik¢ilarin meslege baglamalarinda, Osmanl yone-
timi altindaki bu kiyilarda ikamet eden Rum-Ermeni balik¢ilarin 6nemli payinin
oldugu yadsinamaz.

Dalyancilik Osmanli’'nin son déneminde dig bor¢ (Duyun-u Umumi) 6deme-
leri i¢in kullanilan 6nemli bir gelir kaynagiydi* ve dalyanlarin 1slahi ve gelistiril-
mesi icin Osmanh Hiikiimeti tarafindan Istanbul'a Macaristan'dan bir uzman ge-
tirilmisti (Narin 2009; Giinliik 1985). Su iiriinleri konusunda ilk yasal diizenleme
olan ‘Zabita-i Saydiye Nizamnamesi’ bu donemde, 1882'de hazirlanmistir. Cumhu-
riyet déneminde, 1971 yilinda yiiriirliige giren 1380 sayili Su Uriinleri Kanunu'na
kadar bu kanun gecerli olmustur (Kartopcu 2012). Dalyan balik¢ihigr ve kiigiik
kay1 balik¢ihig1 yapan Rum ahalinin Yunanistan'a go¢ etmesi bu sektoriin zamanla
zayiflamasina yol agmistir. Istanbul balik¢iligi da gerilemis ve zamanla yerlerini
Dogu Karadenizli balik¢ilar almistir (Zengin 2019).

1 Bugiin istanbul-Tuzla’da-izmit Kérfezi-Yalova arasinda karides avciliginda kullanilan derin su manyati
avcilik yontemi Osmanli Rumlarindan kalmadir (Zengin ve Aga 2018).

2 Marmara Denizi ve Bogazlarin, Akdeniz ve Karadeniz baliklarinin gog ve yumurtlama yeri oldugunu fark
eden Dilyun-u Umumiye idaresi, 19. yiizyilin sonunda Osmanli Devleti’nin balikgilik gelirlerine el koymustur.
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Dogu Karadeniz sahillerinde Cumhuriyet 6éncesindeki en 6nemli balik¢ilik
faaliyeti ‘yunus avciligi'ydi® Yunus yag1 hem yerel hem de ulusal ekonomi i¢in
onemli bir ham maddeydi. Birinci Diinya Savagi'ndan baglayarak ikinci Diinya Sa-
vasi'nin sona erdigi 1940’1 yillarin sonuna kadar yapilan ‘garip ve acili bir meslek’
olarak yunus avciligl, Karadeniz sahil insanimin tek ekmek kapisi olmustur. Ho-
padan, Istanbul’a kadar yapilan yunus avciligl, en ¢ok da Trabzonlu balikgilarnin
gecim kapisi olmustur. O dénemde erbap yunus avcilan Siirmene ve Akcaabat'in
Salacik ve Mersin koylerinden ¢ikmistir.* Balikgilar yunus yagina dayal sanayiye
hammadde saglayan yunus avciligini tercih ediyordu (Cakiroglu 1969).

O yillarda Akgaabat'in sahil koyii Zavena (Salacik), Siirmene gibi iller yunus
avciligr ile nam salmigti.> Koydeki tiim haneler yunus aveiligiyla gecinmekteydi.
Trabzon sahillerindeki ilk yunus islekhaneleri, 1800’li yillarin basinda Zave-
na'da kurulmustur. Zavena'daki Miisliiman ahali de balik¢iligi cogunlukla yakin
komgulari olan Rumlardan 6grenmistir (Zengin 2013).

Sinope, Les Eliesiigmn, 7 & - : B e
T e Al e A

3 1980l yillara kadar, yani avciligin yasaklanmasindan énceki yillarda ‘yunus avciligl’ Karadeniz'deki kiyi
balikgilarinin en 6nemli gegim kaynagini olusturuyordu.

4 Sadece Trabzon degil, Rize’de Cayeli ve Pazar, Giresun’da Gulburnu, Ordu’da Persembe, Kisladni koyleri,
Karadeniz Ereglisi ve istanbul bogazinda Sariyer ve Fener kdyleri de yunus avciligi ile anilirmis. Anlatilan-
lara gore; bu yillarda, Sirmene’den yola ¢ikan yunus avcilari, yelkenli takalarla sahil seridini takip ederek 9
glinde istanbul’a varirmis (Yazici 2005).

5 ‘Malkoglar’ stilalesi Akgaabat sahilinde, gegmisi balikgilikla Gnlt Zavena kdylnin en eski sakinlerindendir.
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Cumbhuriyetin ilk Yillari: 1950 Oncesi, Tek Partili,
Devletci Ekonomi Politikalarinin Uygulandigi Dénem

Cumbhuriyetin kurulusu ile birlikte balik¢ilik arastirmalari ve balik¢ilik egitimine
yonelik okullar ve uygulamaya yonelik arastirma merkezleri kurulmustur. 1928 y1-
linda Milli Egitim Bakanhg tarafindan Marmara Adasi'nda balik¢ilik konusunda
oncii bir mesleki egitim kurulusu olarak ‘Marmara Balik¢ilik Mektebi' acilmistir
(Bayrake1 1941). 1931 yilinda Baltalimani’nda Balik¢ilik Enstitiisii'niin kurulmast ile
birlikte hidrobiyoloji aragtirmalar kurumsal bir kimlige kavusmustur. 1937 yilinda
bu enstitiiniin kapatilarak, 1951 yilinda Istanbul Universitesi biinyesinde yine Bal-
talimanr'nda Hidrobiyoloji Aragtirma Enstitiisii'niin kurulmas: ile aragtirmalarin
kurumsal boyutu genislemistir (Ustiindag 2010).

Keza Besikdiizii Koy Enstitiisiiniin kurulus hedefleri arasinda; bolgeye 6zgii
sahil kiyisinda yasayan halkin balik¢ilik alanindaki mesleki becerilerinin arttiril-
masl ve bu amacla iyi balik¢ilik iiretiminin gerceklestirilmesi de yer almaktadir.
Nesillerdir balik¢ilikla gecimlerini saglayan Dogu Karadeniz kiy1 insanlarinin ge-
leneksel bilgilerle ve iptidai yontemlerle siirdiirmekte olduklar1 balik¢ilik faali-
yetlerini, bilimsel yontemlerle modernize etmek ve balik¢ihik yapan topluluklarin
yasam standartlarini yiikselterek balik¢iligin iilke ekonomisine katkisini artirmak
amaclanmustir (Kirby 2000; Aca 2019).

Yunus aveligi babadan ogula gegen getin bir meslekti (Kol vd. 2005; Unsal 2o11).
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Bu okulda besi kiz 6grenciden olusan 30 kisilik bir ‘hamsi ekibi’ olugturulmus-
tur. Bu ekipte, 6grenciler disinda bir 6gretmen, bir kaptan, usta 6gretici ve bir de
motorcu yer almistir. Karadaki ekipler denizde balik tutanlan izleyerek kiy1 bo-
yunca ilerlerken, yer degistirmelerde balik¢ilarin elindeki geleneksel takalar: kul-
lanirlardi. Iki giinde bir karadakilerin denize, denizdekilerin de karaya gececegi
sekilde doniigiimlii bir igb6liimii yapiliyordu. Ogrencilerin bir gérevi de kiyilarda-
ki halkin yasayisi, iiretimi, iiretim araclarn ve iligkilerini incelemek, yazili olarak
enstititye getirmek ve degerlendirmekti. Hamsi ekibi, isin 6zelligine gore kurul-
mus, gezici, kiiciik bir enstitii niteligini tasiyordu (Arpa 2015).

Hamsinin ¢ok avlanmasi ve kisa siirede bozulan bir tiriin olmas, enstitiiyii tuz-
lamaciliga yoneltmistir. Tuzlama icin gerekli olan fici ihtiyaci, usta 6greticilerin ise
alinarak ficicilik is¢iliginin kurulmasi ile karsilanmigtir. Bol tiretim ve tuzlama isi
balikhane kurma zorunlulugunu ortaya ¢ikarmigtir. Balikhanelerin kurulmasiyla
birlikte temizleme, tuzlama ve figilara istif igleri bu binalarda yapilmigtir. Sonraki
yillarda bu isletmeler giderek gelismig ve balik aglar1 Ticaret Bakanhgrndan
saglanan ipliklerle enstitiide Ogrenciler tarafindan yapilmaya baglanmistir
(Kolay 2010). Besikdiizii Koy Enstitiisii igliklerinde 10 tonluk bir av gemisinin inga
edilmesiyle hizlanan balik¢ilik girigimi, 1945 yilina gelindiginde, 2 balik¢t motoru,
1 nakliye motoru, 18 kayik, 2 hamsi 18r1by, 1 palamut girgiri, 3 manyat, 3 barabat, 3
molozlama ve 30 kalkan ag ile Karadeniz'in en giiclii ve orgiitlii balik¢ilik kurulu-
su haline gelmigtir.®

Besikdiizii Koy Enstitiisii'ndeki dgrenciler
balik agt donanumu iizerinde pratik yapyor.

6 Butln bu varliklar avlanilan deniz driinlerinden elde edilen gelir ile saglanir. Besikdiizii KOy Enstitiisi’'nde
kurulan balikgilik ekibi, 1945 yilinda 500 ton hamsi, 60 bin gift palamut, 45 ton diger balik tirleri ile 6nemli
bir Gretim diizeyine ulagsmistir.
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Enstitiide dgrenciler tarafindan
avlanan baliklar ticari olarak
pazara sunulmakta, salamura/
tuzlu hamsi olarak Enstitiiniin
atolyelerinde islenmekteydi.

1925 yilinda motor ve gemilerle Yunanistan'a Marmara kolyozu ile taze ba-
lik sevkiyatina baglanmasi, iilke ekonomisine doviz katkisi saglanmasi agisindan
onemli bir gelisme olmustur. Balik¢iligin kalkinmada 6nemli bir potansiyele sahip
oldugunu fark eden Cumbhuriyet hiikiimetleri, dis iilkelere gerceklestirdikleri ih-
racatlar yildan yila arttirma gayreti icerisine girmistir. Cumhuriyet yonetimi ile
birlikte balik¢ilik sanayi ve ticareti icin atilan adimlardan birisi de balik konserve-
ciligiydi. 1940’1 yillarin baginda Tiirkiye’de balik tirtinlerinin degerlendirilmesine
yonelik olarak kurulan konserve fabrikalarinin sayis1 istanbul'da iki, Gelibolu'da
iki, Marmara Adasi'nda bir, Karadeniz Eregli'sinde de bir olmak tizere toplamda
altidir. Ancak mahsuliin bollugu, tesislerin yetersizligi nedeniyle bu fabrikalar ih-
tiyaca cevap verememis-
tir (Cenker 1940). 3

1943 senesinde Gerze
Limancnda gekilen bu
fotograftaki orkinos
baligt yaklasik 250
kilo agurligimdadr.

Bu fotograf aynt
zamanda bir
zamanlar Karadeniz'e
de orkinos siiriilerinin
gog ettiginin en somut
belgesidir.
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1955 senesinde kurulan ve bolgede ilk balikgt kooperatifi olan
‘Giimenez/Yakakent Balik Istihsal ve Satis Kooperatifi.

Bu dénemde Karadeniz kiyilar1 boyunca en ¢ok kalkan, barbunya, palamut,
torik, litfer/kofana ve hamsi avlaniyordu. Bu listede istavrit, ¢cinekop ve 6zellikle de
mezgitte ragbetin olmayisi bu donemde bolgedeki balik¢ihigin heniiz endiistriyel
bir gelisme siireci icinde olmadiginin da bir gostergesidir (Kosswig ve Tiirkmen
1956).

Bu donemde ekonomik girdi acismndan kayda deger iki onemli balik¢ilik faali-
yeti bulunmaktaydi: Havyar/morina avciligl ve yunus avciligi/yagi sanayii.

O yillarda Kizilirmak Deltas: yiiksek kalitedeki havyar iiretimiyle sektor icin
onemli bir av alaniydi. Mersin baliklar1 Kizihrmak'ta avlanir, yumurtalari bura-
da iglenerek Bafra'dan biiyiik sehirlere pazarlanir, yabanci tilkelere ihrag edilirdi
(Anonim 1940).” Ayn1 dénemin baglarinda i¢ piyasanin arz-talep kogullarina bagh
olarak Almanya, Isvicre, italya, Bulgaristan, Yunanistan, Liibnan gibi iilkelere hav-
yar ihracati da yapilmistir. Bu kapsamda ilk balik¢1 kooperatifi olan ‘Bafra Balik
Istihsal Kooperatifi' 1955'de Bafra'da kurulmustur.

Ayni yillarda Dogu Karadeniz'de Giresunlu, Trabzonlu ve Rizeli balik¢ilar; yel-
kenli tekneler ile Yesilirmak ve Kizilirmak agizlarinda, pazar degeri cok yiiksek olan
mersin morinasi avciligi yapmaktaydi. Cok biiyitk olmayan morina tekneleri, cogu

7 Bu luks trintn degeri 1951 yilina kadar ¢ok blyuk bir artis gostermis ve yilda 1000-1500 kiloya kadar
siyah havyar ¢ikarilarak, kilosu 70 ile 100 lira arasinda istanbul ve Ankara’daki tiiccarlara pazarlanmistir.
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zaman Samsun ile Giresun ve Trabzon arasinda ‘¢ektirmecilik”® yapan ailelerin mo-
torlu ¢cektirmelerinin arkalarina baglanarak av sahalarina tasginmistir (Zengin 2015).

Devlet Planlama Tegkilat1 Thracat Ozel Thtisas Komisyonunun Nisan 1962 y1-
linda hazirladig1 rapora gore miistahsil tarafindan yillik siyah havyar istihsali en
¢ok 3.1 ton, en az 2.5 ton olarak tahmin edilmistir.? 1960’lara gelindiginde, havyar
tiretimi giderek azalmaya ve kooperatif ortaklar arasinda anlagsmazliklar ¢ikmaya
baglamigtir. Bunun tizerine kooperatif tarafindan ilk olarak Kizilirmak agzinda-
ki mersin balik¢ihigini diizenlemeye yonelik kurallar olusturulmustur. Buna gore
havyar ticareti sadece ii¢ y1l i¢in kooperatif tarafindan yapilacaktir (Anonim 1955).
Ancak bu karar anlagmazliga sebep olmustur. Uye olmayan balik¢ilar, koopera-
tif iiyelerine saldirmig ve mahkemelik olmuslardir. Ureme biiyiikliigiindeki anag
mersinlerin illegal olarak sinirsizca avlanmasi ve el altindan biiyiik sehirlere satil-
masindan dolay: havyar iiretimi 1960’lardan sonra dramatik bir sekilde azalmigtir.
Bu azalmadan otiirii ilk defa ‘Ticaret Vekdleti’ tarafindan, 6 Mart 1959 tarihinde,
Resmi Gazete de yayimlanan ‘Balik Avciliginn Tanzimine Dair 5 Numarali Sirkii-
ler'de ‘mersin baligiun’ 10 kilodan kiiciik olanlarinin avlanmalari yasaklanmisgtir
(Arpa 2012).

Yunus; Karadenizli reisler tarafindan Osmanlrdan baslayarak, 1947 yilina ge-
linceye kadar yandan cakmakli, uzun namlulu ‘saltata’ isimli dolma tiifeklerle
avlanirdi (Erdilek 1983). ikinci Diinya Savag’nin sona erdigi yillarda, iilkede yasa-
nan iktisadi stkintilarin da etkisiyle Karadeniz'de yunus yagina dayal yerli sanayi
kurulamamugtir. Et ve Balik Kurumunun 1952 yilinda devlet tarafindan kurulusu-
na kadar Trabzon'da sadece Veysel Cakiroglu'na ait bir ‘islekhane’ (tesis) bulunu-
yordu.” Sovyetler Birligi ile rekabet edebilmek icin hiikiimetlerce baz1 destekler
saglanmustir. Yunus avciligi icin 1948 yilinda devletce verilen hibe destegi ve 1952
yilinda EBK’nin Trabzon'da fabrikasinin kurulmasi, yunus avciligina olan ilgiyi
arttirmist.” Bu donemde- yunus yag ihrac eden sanayicilere devlet tarafindan
‘thracat tegvik primi’ 6denmistir. 1957 senesinde yunus avciligini desteklemek ama-
ciyla stirdiiriilen tegviklerin kaldirilmasindan sonra, 1959 yilinda ‘Cayeli Balik¢ilar
Kooperatifi' kurulmugtur. Kooperatif vasitasi ile Hopadan Unye'ye kadar tiim
Dogu Karadeniz'deki yunus avcilarina silah, mermi ve kredi dagitimi organize
edilmigtir (Cakiroglu 1969).

8 Yik gemilerine verilen isim. 1950’lerin ortalarina kadar heniiz Karadeniz sahil yolu faaliyete gegmeden
once ticari emtialar gektirme adi verilen yik gemileri ile tasinirdi.

9 1956-1961 yillari arasinda bes farkli Mersin tiriiniin avciligindan bahsedilmektedir (Oker 1956).

10 1927-1928 yillarinda ilk defa Veysel Cakir ve Bay Ernest Hegler (isve¢ uyruklu) tarafindan ‘Delphin’
(Veysel and Ernest Collective Comp.) adli, yunus yag isleyen ortak bir tesis kurulmustur (Kol vd 2005;
Cakiroglu 1969; Kose 2016).

11 ‘Et ve Balik Kurumu (EBK) bu dénemde sahip oldugu ‘Dalga’ ve ‘Dalyan’ isimli soguk hava tertipli gemiler
ile Agva (istanbul) ve Sinop bélgelerinden avlanan yunuslari islenmek tizere Trabzon’daki fabrikaya tagimistir.
1969 yilinda Trabzon’daki fabrikadan 20 ton yunus yagi Uretilmisti. 1970 yilinin ayni déneminde islenmek
Uzere 55.9 ton yunus alinmis ve bu miktardaki hammaddeden 21.6 ton yag elde edilmisti (EBK 1970).
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Tiirkiye'deki balik konserve iiretimi Cumhuriyetin ilk kurulus yillarinda; o za-
manin teknolojisine gore 6nemli bir gelisme saglamasina karsin ilerleyen yillarda
bu sanayi dali istenilen diizeyde bir varlik gosterememistir. Bunda Tiirk halkinin
taze balik titketim aligkanhiginin olmamasi en 6nemli sebeptir. Diger taraftan dev-
letci iktisadi politikalarin yiiriitiildiigii 1940’11 yillarin sonuna kadar bu sektore
gerekli ehemmiyetin ve finansal destegin saglanamamasinin da énemli bir pay1
bulunmaktadir (Tuna 2012). Bununla birlikte 1936 yilinda ‘Iktisat Vekdletinin 6n-
ciilliigtinde, gerceklestirilen ilk ‘Balik¢ilik Kongresi'nde; balik¢ilik Endiistrisinin ge-
lisimi icin konserveciligin tesvik edileceginin alt1 ¢izilmistir."

1950 ile 1980 Donemi: Cok Partili, Planl ve Yar1 Liberal Ekonominin
Uygulandig: Yillar

1950’lerden sonra Tiirkiye'de sosyo-politik ve sosyo-ekonomik yasamda meydana
gelen radikal degisimler; sirasiyla ¢ok partili hayata gecis, NATO'ya giris ve ‘Mar-
shall Yardimlar/nin destegi ile liman, karayolu gibi altyap: calismalarinin hiz ka-
zanmasl (Toren 2007), 1952 yilinda Et ve Balik Kurumu'nun kurulmasi veig6o'dan
sonra balik¢i kooperatiflerinin varlik gostermeye baslamasidir (Cakiroglu 1969;
Giinliik 1985). Bu degisimler Karadeniz boyunca, 6zellikle de Anadolu i¢lerinden
dogarak Karadeniz'e bosalan Yesilirmak ve Kizilirmak gibi iki biiyiik akarsuyun
olusturdugu Samsun self bolgesinde trol balik¢ihiginin gelismesine sebebiyet ver-
mistir. Demokrat Parti'nin 1950 yilinda iktidara gelmesi ile birlikte; daha iktidari-
nin birinci yilinda DP Hiikiimeti, ‘III. Su Uriinleri Kongresi'ni toplamistir. Ekonomi
ve Ticaret Bakanhigi'nca, su tiriinleriyle ilgili 30 il valiligine gonderilen Kongrenin
toplanma gerekeesi, tilkenin su iiriinleri alaninda kalkinmasiyla ilgili konular top-
lu olarak incelemek ve bu hususta hazirlanacak programin esaslarini tespit etmek
olarak belirtilmistir. Ayrica, deniz, gol, nehir balik avcilar ve su tiriinleri iireticileri
ile igleyici, imalatci, komisyoncu ve tiiccarlardan secilen temsilcilerin kongreye
katilimi saglanmigti. Bu cercevede ‘Marshall Yardimlar: kapsaminda 1949-1950
programiyla balik¢ilik sektoriine 2 milyon 700 bin dolarlik bir kredi saglanmustir.
Bu kredi ile 10 adet soguk hava, buz ve buz muhafaza tesisi, denizlerde inceleme
ve aragtirma yapilmasinda kullanilacak bir hidrograf gemi ile Karadeniz, Ege ve
Akdeniz bolgelerinde rasathane olarak kullanilacak {i¢ tekne, ag, iplik ve gemi mo-
toru gibi balik¢iligin teknik altyapisini ve iiretimini gelistirecek yatirimlar gercek-
lestirilmigtir. Ayrica balik endiistrisinin gelistirilmesi icin EBK tesis edilmis, balik-
cilik alaninda yapilan arastirma ve inceleme faaliyetlerinin artirilmasiyla bilhassa
deniz balik¢iliginda 1951 yilindan 1960 yilina 6nemli iiretim artiglar saglanmistir

(Saygun 1951).

12 Sozgelimi 1933 yilinda Blytikada’da temeli atilan ‘Deniz Konserve Fabrikasi’'nda 25-30 bin kutu ton
baligi tretilmekteydi. 1958 yilina kadar surekli olarak kapasitesini arttirarak faaliyetlerini devam ettiren bu
konserve fabrikasinda sardalye, ton ve istakoz olmak lizere dort tur baliktan konserve, yedi tir baliktan da
tuzlama igin islem yapilmaktaydi (Anonim 1958).
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DP Hiikiimeti, Tiirkiye'de Et ve Balik Kurumu'na verdigi destekle yeni tesisler
kurarak bu kurumun giderek biiyiimesini saglarken, balik iiretiminin artirilmasi-
na yonelik olarak da su mahsulleri ile ilgili arastirmalar yapilmasi ¢alismalarim
stirdiirmiistiir. Alman balik¢ilik sirketi ‘Norddeutsche Hochseefischerei' balikeilik
konusunda incelemelerde bulunmak iizere iki uzmanin Tiirkiye'ye gondermistir.
Bu uzmanlarin hazirladig: 18 Nisan 1952 tarihli tavsiye programinda genel deger-
lendirmeler, merkez teskilati, balik¢ihgin idaresi, balik¢ilik sanayinin gelisimi ve
piyasa gelismeleri degerlendirmeleri yapilarak mevcut hiikiimete yol gosterici
mahiyette 6neriler sunmuslardir (Ete 1962). Bu kapsamda Ekonomi ve Ticaret Ba-
kanhigr’na bagh olmak iizere Ankara'da Et ve Balik Kurumu'nun tegkili hakkindaki
karar 1952 tarihinde Bakanlar Kurulu Karar ile kabul edilirken, 1 Ekim 1952 tari-
hinde 40 milyon lira sermaye ile Et ve Balik Kurumu (EBK) kurulmustur. 1955 yili
sonuna kadar kurumun 35 tesisten olugan yatirimlarinin tutar1 6o milyon TL civa-
rinda iken, EKB'nin dogrudan dogruya kurum veya 6zel tesebbiis kanaliyla ihrac
ettigi balik miktari tutarn takriben 15 milyon liraya ulagmistir. Balik¢ihigimiz adina
bu 6nemli bir gelismedir.

Bu dénemin baginda (1952) Samsun'da iki adet trol teknesi mevcutken (Oker
1956), sonraki yillarda bu rakam hizla artmaya baglamstir. 50’li yillarin baginda
sahil karayolunun ingast ile yiik ve yolcu tagimaciligi yapan gemiler giderek 6ne-
mini kaybetmeye baglamig, bu durum denizcilik ve balik¢ilikla 6zdegen Dogu
Karadeniz kiy1 niifusunu arayiga itmistir. Boylece Karadeniz'de tasimacilik yapan
birgok ‘cektirme’ igsiz kalmigtir. Bu durumda tagimacilik isi yapan baliker reisleri,
kaptanlar ellerindeki motorlarini balik¢i teknesine cevirerek ayakta kalmaya ca-
lismiglardir.

1968% gelindiginde Samsun'daki balik¢ilik sektoriiniin goriiniisii soyledir:
Samsun Merkez ve Yakakent (Gtimenez) de iki adet balik¢1 barmag: bulunuyordu
ve var olan 21 adet teknenin hepsi ahsap malzemedendi. Bunlarin sadece ti¢ ade-
tinin motor giicii 60 HP ve daha yukariydi. Trol teknelerinin boylari 10-14 m ara-
sindaydi. Aglar pamuk ipligindendi. Trolciilitk yapan dort aile mevcuttu ve bunlar
swrasiyla; ‘Demirciogullart. ‘Tugcular, ‘Malkogogullar’ ve ‘Fatogullar’ydi. Bafra,
Yakakent, Yoriikler koyii, Toplu koyii ve Gockiin'de birer adet Balik¢1 Kooperatifi
ve Samsun merkezde 1965 yilinda kurulmus bir adet soguk hava deposu bulunu-
yordu. Samsun-Merkez (192 ton) ve Yakakent (157 ton) Balikhanesinde toplam 349
ton /y1l taze balik elde ediliyordu (Cakiroglu 1969). Bu goriiniis yeterli bir gelis-
meyi yansitamamaktaydi. Bu yillarda; bugiin trol ve deniz salyangozu balik¢ilig:
ile tinlii Derekdy (Mugta) ve Terme adh balikc kasabalar heniiz yoktu. Diger ta-
raftan balik stoklar1 da heniiz yipratilmamist1 ve avciliktan kaynaklanan sorunlar
yasanmiyordu. Bunun en 6nemli gostergesi Samsun kiyilarinda bugiin Karadeniz
balik faunasinda goriinmeyen kili¢ ve orkinos baliklariin avlanmasiydi. Ayni se-
kilde 21. ylizyihn baglarinda dibe vuran (!) ve Karadeniz ekosisteminin ticari ve
lezzet agisindan en degerli baliklarinin basinda yer alan kalkandan gecilmiyordu!
Samsun bolgesinde sini biiyiikliigiinde kalkanlar avlaniyordu. Bu nedenle de sahil
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seridinde yagsayan halk bu baliga ‘sini balige adini vermistir (Zengin 2019).

Diger taraftan trol avcilliginin yayginlagtigi 1960’ yillardan itibaren Samsun
ve Sinop bolgesinde yogun miktarda kopek balig1 avlanarak, ilk olarak yurtdigina
(Beyrut; 30 ton) ihra¢ edilmeye baglanmistir. Bu ihracat 1980 yillarin sonuna kadar
devam etmistir. Bolgede kopek baligi ve vatozu yart mamul halde isleyen fabri-
kalar kurulmustur (Zengin 2011). Képek balig1 ve vatoz populasyonlarinin 1990’1
yillarin bagindan itibaren giderek azalmaya baglamasi ve 2000’lerden itibaren de
¢okmesindeki en 6nemli sebeplerin basinda ihracata yonelik bu yogun avciligin
pay1 biiytiktiir.

N NSOV | ERTINRY

1960°lt yillarin bast, yer; Sinop-Inceburun. Yurtdisma (Beyrut) ilk kipek baligin
isleyerek (30 ton) ihrag eden balik¢t ‘Habes kaptan’ lakapli Siikrii Giines.

Karadeniz kyyst boyunca ozellikle
Samsun self bolgesinde, 1980°li yullarin
basinda Karadeniz'e 1940°lt ydlarda
giris yapan ve kisa zamanda yerlegen,
yayimer bir tiir olan deniz salyangozu
(Rapana venosa) aveiige ciddi bir
ekonomik gelisme saglarken, diger
taraftan deniz zemininde ¢ekilen
‘algarna’ adlt av aract yakin ket
sularindaki makro bentik fauna ve
stibstrata gok biiyiik zararlar vermistir
(Zenginvd 2018).
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1963 yilinda ‘Planlt Ekonomik Dénem’in baslamasimin ardindan, 1971 tarihli
Cumbhuriyet déneminin ilk Su Uriinleri Kanunu (1380 Sayult Su Uriinleri Kanunu)
cikarlmistir. Bu kanun ile su iiriinleri sektoriine devlet tarafindan ilk olarak ciddi
bir destek saglanmaya baglanmis ve avciligi diizenleyen genelgeler (Su Uriinleri
Sirkiileri) hazirlanarak uygulanmaya konulmustur. Yasa ile birlikte Marmara de-
nizi harig, basta Karadeniz olmak iizere Tiirkiye sularinda ilk olarak trol avcilig:
icin saha ve zaman yasag1 uygulamalarima da gecilmistir. Yine bu dénemde (1972)
ilk ‘Su Uriinleri Genel Miidiirliigi’ kurulmugtur. Bu kurumun tagra tegkilatlarindan
olan ‘Bolge Miidiirliikleri'nden birisi de Samsun ilinde faaliyete ge¢cmistir (Bilecik
2004). Samsun Bolge Miidiirliigii icin ‘Dordiincii Bes Yilltk Plan Donemi'nin bagin-
da (1979), bolge su iiriinleri sektorii icin hiikiimetlerce yapilan yatirim oraninda
‘Uglincii Beg Yillik Plan Dénemi'nin bagina (1973) gore yaklagik %75'lik bir artig
saglanmigtir (Anonim 1989). Ayni sekilde bolgedeki trol teknelerinde de bu déne-
min son on yilinda (1970-1980) gross ton olarak %57, say1 olarak ise %55 oraninda
bir artig olmugtur (Kara 1986). 1980'li yillara gelinceye kadar boélgedeki balikeilik/
trol balik¢iig1 sermaye birikimini ve arzulanan seviyedeki teknik gelismeyi de sag-
layamamustir (Giinliik 1985). Devletin sagladig1 kredilerin yetersizligi ve uygula-
nan agir giimriik vergileri, teknik donanim agisindan disa bagiml olan Tiirk balik-
¢iligini olumsuz etkilemistir.

Bu donemin tiimiine baktigimizda, trol balik¢iligi konusunda bolgedeki en
onemli gelismelerden biri; trol av sahalarinin belirlenmesine yonelik aragtirma-
lardir. EBK tarafindan 1955-1960 yillar arasinda trol avciligina uygun sahalarin
belirlenmesine yonelik baglatilan ilk aragtirmalari, Samsun Bolge Miidiirliigii do-
neminde; 1969, 1973 ve 1977 yillar1 arasindaki caligmalar takip etmistir. Bu aragtir-
malarda tiim Karadeniz kiyis1 boyunca dip baliklar1 acisindan en verimli sahanin
Samsun boélgesi (Bafra Burnu-Terme) oldugu goriilmiistir (Bilecik 1989). Potansi-
yel olarak da 1980’li yillardan sonra Tiirkiye'de ve tiim Karadeniz bolgesindeki trol
balik¢iliginin bu bolgede gelisme gostermesinin baglica nedeni budur. Yegilirmak
ve Kizilirmak havzalarinin olusturdugu saha (Samsun); gerek hidrografik gerekse
de siurli bir 6zel ekosistem olusturmasi nedeniyle trol balik¢iligina ¢ok uygundur.
Buradaki kita sahanlig1 Giiney Karadeniz'in diger boliimlerine gore daha genistir.
Ve bu bolgede kiyidan itibaren agiga dogru 10-15 km uzayan diiz/genis alanlar bu-
lunmaktadir (Kutaygil ve Bilecik 1974).

1980 ile 21. Yiizyilin ilk Yallar1: Pazar Ekonomisine Gecis Donemi,
Bityiime ve Gelisme Donemi

Bu dénemde Tiirkiye'nin sosyo-politik ve sosyo-ekonomik yapisinda tarihsel ola-
rak biiyiik radikal donigiimler yaganmigtir. Tiirkiye 24 Ocak 1980 tarihinde kar-
ma/yar1 devlet¢i ekonomik modeli terk ederek liberal/piyasa ekonomisine gec-
migtir. Piyasa ekonomisi ile birlikte giimriik vergilerinin kaldinlmasi, bolgedeki
trol balikgiliginin teknik gelisiminde biiyiik bir rol oynamigtir. Onceki dénemlerde
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teknik olarak; ara¢ ve gere¢ (motor, yedek parga, ag, elektronik cihazlar) acisindan
disa bagimli olan balikcilik, ithalata uygulanan vergiler ve devletin yetersiz
kredi destegi ile nedenleriyle gelisemezken, 24 Ocak kararlar sonrasinda bu
alanda iki onemli gelisme yasandi. Glimriikler serbest birakildi ve devlet ucuz
kredi destegi sagladi. Genel olarak balik¢ilik sektoriine 1980 yilinda hiikiimetler
tarafindan saglanan her tiirlii destekte (Ziraat Bankasi yoluyla nakdi ve giimriik
muafiyeti yoluyla ayni destekler); 6nceki doneme (1970) gore %60’lik bir artma
saglanmigken, bu artis 1985'de %75'e, 1990'da %88’e ve 1995 basinda ise %go’e yiik-
selmigtir (Anonim 1995). Devletin sagladig1 bu desteklerden de cesaret alarak bir-
cok kiiciik kiy1 balikeisi/tayfa elindeki tekneyi degistirerek veya toprak satarak tek-
nesini biyiitmiis, ya trol, ya da girgir balik¢ihigina gecis yapmigtir. 1980’den sonra
trol balik¢ihigina bagh olarak yasanan en 6nemli gelisme bolgede ilk olarak ‘deniz
salyangozu’ avcihiginin baglatilmasidir (Knudsen ve Zengin 2006).

Diger taraftan Tiirkiye'nin ‘Avrupa Birligi Uyum Siireci’ caligmalariin bagladi-
¢12000'li yillarin bagindan itibaren balik¢ilik alaninda da gerek mevzuat ve gerek-
se de altyapi caligmalarinin uygulamaya konulmast ile birlikte (Diffey 2007) Tarim
Bakanlig tarafindan balik¢i liman ve barmaklarinda 6nemli sayilabilecek altyap:
iyilestirmelerine ve kapasite arttirnmina gidilmistir. Bu kapsamda Karadeniz kiyisi
boyunca balik¢ barinaklarina karaya cikarilan avin denetimi ve kaydu icin ‘balik-
cilik idari binalar’ tesis edilmigtir. Balik¢iliga dayali verilerle stok degerlendirme
caligmalarinin yapilabilmesi i¢in avin karaya ¢ikarilma noktalarinda saglikli veri
toplanmasina olanak saglayacak altyapinin hazirlanmasi icin 2005 yilinda tiim
Tiirkiye denizleri icin 30 6nemli noktada liman ofisleri kurulmustur. Bunlarin 15'i
Karadeniz kiyisindaki illerde faaliyet gostermektedir (Akbulut vd 2012). Ancak
bununla birlikte bu siirecteki tiim mevzuat degisiklikleri ve altyapi caligmalarina
iligkin cabalar uygulama acisindan bagarili olamamus, balik¢ilik mevzuati ve yone-
timi acisindan balik stoklarinin durumu daha da kétiilegmisgtir.

Karadeniz, Tiirk balik¢iiginin en 6nemli dogal kaynagini olusturmaktadir.
Ayrica diger ulusal denizlerimiz igerisinde de balikcilik agisindan en verimli de-
nizimizdir. Buna karsin tiir cesitliligi/sayis1 agisindan gerilerde yer almaktadir.
TUIK verilerine gore; Tiirkiye denizlerinden karaya ¢ikarilan toplam avin %75'in-
den fazlas1 Karadeniz'den saglanmaktadir. 2020 TUIK verilerine gére Karadeniz'in
ulusal denizlerimiz igerisindeki pay1 %73'tiir. Diger taraftan, tiim Karadeniz hav-
zasindaki avin biiyiik bir kismi Karadeniz’'in Tiirkiye kiyilarindan saglanmaktadur.
Tiirkiye tarihsel olarak deniz avciiginda tiim Karadeniz iilkeleri arasinda lider
konumundadir. Son 50 yilin (1970-2020) av verilerine gore (FAO 2021) diger Kara-
deniz tilkelerinin av1 %17 olarak gergeklesirken, Tiirkiye bu avin ortalama %83'iinii
kargilamaktadir.

Karadeniz, olustugu jeolojik donemlerden beri dinamik bir siire¢ icerisinde-
dir. Ekosistemine yerlesmis olan balik tiirleri de ilk donemlerden itibaren bu degi-
sim ve gelisim siirecine paralel olarak evrim gecirmektedirler (Van Der Voo 1990).
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Giliniimiizde halen Karadeniz ekosisteminde yer alan jeolojik orijinli mersin ve
tirsi balig: tiirleri bunun en 6nemli kanitidir (Helfmann vd 2009). Giiniimiizde
Karadeniz'in fiziksel, kimyasal ve biyolojik 6zelliklerindeki degisiklikler, kiiresel
iklim krizinin ve Kizildeniz ve Siiveys Kanali'min etkisiyle devam etmektedir. Bu
olgu Karadeniz'in ‘Akdenizlesmesi’ olarak tanmimlanmaktadir. Bunlara ek olarak
ozellikle 21. ylizyilin bagindan itibaren Karadeniz faunasina yeni yayilimei/egzotik
tiirler yerlesmektedir. Bu yiizden Karadeniz balik faunasi (kemiksiz baliklar dahil)
giderek kozmopolit bir yapi sergilemektedir.

Karadeniz'deki toplam 189 balik tiirii 56 farkli familya ile temsil edilmektedir.
Bu tiirlere vatoz, kopek baliklari gibi 10 ayr1 kikirdakli balik tiirii (elasmobranchii),
7 adet mersin tiirii (chondroste) ve 48 familyaya ait 172 adet kemikli balik (teleos-
tei) tirii dahildir (Eschmeyer ve Fong 2014). Karadeniz sahip oldugu osinografik
ozelliklerinden 6tiirii (en 6nemlisi diigiik tuzluluk orani) aci su karakterine sahip-
tir. Bu 6zellikleri balik faunasindaki tiir kompozisyonuna yansimigtir. Karadeniz
baliklarinin biiyiik bir ¢ogunlugu (%81) demersal ve semi-pelajik tiirler ile temsil
edilmektedir.

Tiirkiye'nin Karadeniz kiyilarinda faaliyet gosteren balikcilik bolgesel ekono-
mi ierisinde énemli sektérlerden birini olusturmaktadir. TUIK (2020) istatistikle-
rine gore Tiirkiye kiyilarinda -omurgasiz tiirlerin de dahil oldugu- 32 tiiriin avcilig:
yapilmaktadir. Bu 32 tiirden sadece 12’si ekonomik 6neme sahiptir. Karadeniz'deki
avin %98.3'tl bu 12 tiir tarafindan saglanmaktadir. Bu balik tiirleri icerisinde ilk
grubu kiiciik pelajikler (hamsi, istavrit, caca ve tirsi), ikinci grubu biiyiik pelajikler
(palamut, litfer ve kefal tiirleri), ticiincii grubu ise demersal baliklar (mezgit, bar-
bunya ve kalkan) olusturmaktadir. Ekonomik olarak avciligi yapilan bentik ticari
tuirler de (beyaz kum midyesi ve deniz salyangozu) yer almaktadir. Halen avcilig:
yapilan ancak ekonomik acidan 1970 ve 1980’li yillara gore ¢ok diisiik av veren tiir-
ler ise kolyoz, uskumru, zargana, sardalye, kirlangic, kotek, izmarit, pisi gibi ba-
lik tiirleri gosterilebilir. Bu tiirlerin disinda mersin baliklari, kopek baligi, orkinos
ve yilan balig1 gibi tamamen Karadeniz'deki populasyonlar tiikenme noktasina
gelen veya tiimiiyle kaybolan tiirler de mevcuttur.

Hamsi, Karadeniz yoresinin ve kiiltiiriiniin 6nemli bir semboliidiir. Kis mevsi-
minin yaklasmasiyla yollar1 gozlenen ve salt reislerin, tayfalarin degil, ayni zaman-
da pazarlama, tasimacilik, lokantacilik, gibi yan sektorleri ile yore ekonomisinin
onemli faaliyetlerinden biri olan hamsi avcilig cok sayida kisinin ‘ekmek kapuscdir.
Karadenizli i¢in ‘hamsi baliktir’ tamim gecerli degildir: ‘Hamsi hamsidir. Kendisi
kiiciik, kiilttirti bitytiktiir. Hamsi yalmizca Karadeniz'e 6zgii degildir pek cok denize
yayillmugtir. Ne var ki, hicbir yerde Karadeniz'de oldugu gibi yore halkinin yasa-
muyla biitiinlesmis, i¢ ige girmis, hatta neredeyse giincel hayatinin vazgecilmez
bir pargasi, yasam bicimi haline gelmemistir. Ornegin geleneksel Karadeniz horo-
nunda denizin sakinligi yerini finalde hir¢in denize birakirken, erkek dansgilarin
belindeki beyaz metaller hamsinin sudaki yansimalari canlandirir. Giintimiizde
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moda olan ‘kolbastr’ oyununun en begenilen kisimlarini hamsi av sahnelerinin
canlandinldig figiirler olusturmaktadir (Diizgiines 2010).

Hamsi (Engraulis encrasicolus); gerek Karadeniz gerekse de Tiirkiye balik-
cihiginda en 6nemli ticari tiirdiir. Karadeniz'deki balik¢ilik hamsi ile karakterize
edilmektedir ve balik¢ilik sektorii biiyiik olciide hamsi aveiligina baghdir. Ka-
radeniz balik¢ihiginda hamsi neden bu denli 6nemlidir: (1) Avlanan tiim balik
tiirleri icerisinde en biiyiik av1 olugturmaktadir. (2) Besin zincirinde yiiksek trofik
seviyeye sahiptir. (3) Kiy1 bolgesinde yasayan insanlar icin ¢cok 6nemli bir besin
kaynagidir ve (4) Calisma hayat1 icin cok 6nemli bir istihdam kaynagidir.

1980'de pazar ekonomisine gecis ile birlikte, 6zellikle hamsi av filosunun/gir-
gir avciliginin sayisal ve teknik kapasite olarak gelisme gostermesi beraberinde
karaya cikarilan av miktarinin da artmasina neden olmustur. Bir 6nceki donemde;
1970'li yillarin baginda karaya ¢ikarilan yillik hamsi av miktari 60-70 bin ton sevi-
yelerindeyken; 1980li yillarin ortalarinda hamsi av1 300 bin tona, 1990’ yillarin
ortalarinda ise 375 bin tonlara ¢ikmustir. Yaklagik 20-25 yillik bu siirecte hamsi avi
dort-bes kat artmuistir. Karadeniz'deki hamsi avindaki bu artisa ragmen; pazarlama
agina ve titketim aligkanligina karsi olan ilginin yetersizligi nedeniyle avlanan iirii-
niin degerlendirilmesi sorunu ile karg: karsiya kalimmistir. Daha da ilginci, yetersiz
pazarlama ag1 nedeniyle anilan bu yillardaki fazla miktardaki hamsi av1 bolgede
findik bahcelerinde giibre olarak kullanilmistir (Zengin 2019).

Karadeniz'de 1980’li yillarin bagindan itibaren hamsi avindaki artisa bagl ola-
rak tiretim fazlas1 hamsinin taze titketim disinda degerlendirilmesi giindeme gel-
mis ve bu amacla girisimcilere cesitli yatirim kolayliklar saglanmigtir. Saglanan
tesviklerin yani sira ham maddenin/hamsinin ucuzlugu ve balik yag: ihracatindaki
gelismelere paralel olarak balik unu-yag sektorii faaliyete ge¢mistir. Ancak hamsi
av sezonunun cok kisa siirmesi nedeniyle fabrikalar verimlilik acisindan hicbir
donem kurulu kapasitelerine ulasamamis, kapasite kullanimlar1 %25'in iizerine
cikamamugtir (Ozdamar ve Aral 1995). 2000'li yillarin bagindan itibaren fabrika-
lardaki ham madde sorunu caca avi ile giderilmeye caligilmaktadir. Ancak caca
populasyonunun asir1 derecede avlanmasi, Giiney Karadeniz ekosistemindeki
besin aginda énemli kirilmalara yol agmakta ve balik populasyonlarinin devaml-
I1ig1 bundan etkilenmektedir.

1980'den sonra Tiirkiye'deki ekonomik degisimle birlikte kentlesme siireci de
hizlanmig, niifus daha ¢ok kentlerde yogunlagmaya baglamistir. Bu degisim Ka-
radeniz sahil bolgelerinde bariz olarak artan gehirlesme ile birlikte, kentsel alan
kazanimi ve bolgesel karayolu iyilestirme/genigletme ¢alismalar icin kiyisal alan-
larin doldurulmasi ile kiyisal ekosistemin giderek tahrip olmasiyla sonu¢lanmigtr.
Ayni donemde deniz salyangozu aveiliginin artigi kiyisal bentik ortamin biyocesit-
liligini bityiik 6l¢tide etkilemistir (Giimiig ve Zengin 2011). 1990’1 yillarin bagindan
itibaren artan bu tiir faaliyetler; basta bolge icin cok 6zel 6nem sahip ‘anadrom’
balik populasyonlarinin (Karadeniz alabaligi; Salmo trutta ve mersin balig tiirle-
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ri; Acipenseridae sp.) ileri derecede yipranmasinda énemli rol oynamigtir. 1980li
yillarin bagindan itibaren Orta Karadeniz'de (Samsun) Yegilirmak ve Kizilirmak
havzalarinda isletmeye agilan enerji ve sulama amacl dort adet barajin ingasi, bir
zamanlar bolgede ¢ok aktif olan mersin balik¢ihiginin ¢6kmesine neden olmus-
tur. 2000'li yillardan itibaren 6zellikle Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi'nde artarak devam
eden enerji amach hidroelektrik santrallerinin yarattig kirlilik basta olmak tizere
cevresel sorunlar Karadeniz ekosistemindeki canli kaynaklarin giderek artan bir
sekilde cokmesinde 6ne ¢ikan negatif olgulardir.
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Introduction

Cyclical and political conditions as well as the opportunities presented by nature
have been effective in the development of fisheries in the Black Sea. In the 16th,
17th, and 18th centuries, which mark the beginning of modernisation, the needs of
the increasing population could not be met by domestic agricultural production
although profits were gained from new production and consumption habits as a
transit trade centre (Emiroglu 1997). The inadequacy of agricultural production in
the region hindered the development of an economy based on agriculture. Until
the 1980s, anchovy had been an indispensable blessing for the households of the
Black Sea region. It used to be consumed fresh during the fishing season, as well
as being stored in salt/brine after the fishing season. However, the traditional pro-
duct of the subsistence/village economy has been corn. That is why the primary
sustenance of the coastal people has been anchovy and corn.

As it was noted by Hamamizade saying, “In the years when anchovy were
overfished in Trabzon and its surroundings, they were also used as fertilizer on
tobacco fields” (Hamamizade 1928), it had become a habitual practice to fertilize
tobacco fields and hazelnut orchards with the overfished anchovy: It is understo-
od that anchovy was sprinkled onto fields as fertilizer with the increase in tobacco
purchases in the Eastern Black Sea region, specifically in Trabzon, after the “Re-
gie Administration” (Reji Idaresi), an organization of the “Public Debts” (Duyun-i
Umumiye), which was founded to pay the Ottoman foreign debts, started its acti-
vities (Emiroglu 1997; Toren). 2007).

From the first half of the 1gth century, when fishing had not reached an in-
dustrial level, to the first years of the 21st century, it is possible to study commer-
cial fisheries in the Black Sea in four main periods according to the socio-political
and socio-economic changes in the state: (1) Pre-Republican period: the period
including the last 50 years of the empire, (2) The first years of the Republic: the pe-
riod before 1950, when single-party, statist economic policies were implemented,
(3) The period between 1950 and 1980: the years with multi-party when planned
and semi-liberal economy was implemented, (4) 1980 to the 21st century: the peri-
od of transition to market economy, growth and development.
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Pre-Republican Period: The Period of the Last 50 Years
of the Empire

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, more than half of the seafood products
were originated in Istanbul. The most prevalent fishing method was “trapping”
(dalyan). Trapping has a very old history dating back to the Byzantine period
Constantinople.

The Beykoz Fish Trap, which is one of the oldest of the Bosporus today, dates
back to the Byzantium period (Kocu 1961). Fish traps were common in Greek vil-
lages in general, and fishing was a profession entirely engaged in by the Greeks
at that time.' The Greek influence in fishing is also reflected in the fish names
still used today (Giinliik 1985). Trap fishing was traditionally carried out by the
Greek-Armenian subjects with bottom rubbing and spinning nets such as beach
seine (trata), drag seine (1grip), gillnet (manyat), and encircling nets (alamana)
(Dogan 2015). It cannot be denied that the Greek-Armenian fishers residing in
these coastal areas under the Ottoman rule had an important role in the recruit-
ment of fishers who migrated from the Balkans, specifically from Thessaloniki.

Trap fishing was an important source of income used for Public Debt pay-
ments in the late period of the Ottoman Empire,* and an expert from Hungary was
brought to Istanbul by the Ottoman government for the improvement and de-
velopment of the existing fishing traps (Narin 2009; Daily 1985). The “Regulation
on Controlling Fishers” [Zabuta-i Saydiye Nizamnamesi], the first legal regulation
on fisheries, was issued in this period in 1882. This Regulation was valid until the
Fisheries Law No. 1380 was enacted in 1971 in the Republican period (Kartopgu
2012). Migration of the Greek population engaged in trap fishing and small scale
coastal fishing to Greece led to the weakening of this sector over time. Fisheries
in Istanbul also declined and they were replaced by fishers from the Eastern Black
Sea over time (Zengin 2019).

The most important fishing activity in the Eastern Black Sea coasts before the
Republic was “dolphin hunting”? Dolphin oil was an important stock for both the
local and the national economy. Dolphin hunting as a “weird and painful occupa-
tion”, which lasted from the First World War to the 1940s when the Second World
War ended, was the only source of income for the people of the Black Sea coast.
Dolphin hunting, which was practiced in the area from Hopa to Istanbul, was the
main source of income specifically for fishers from Trabzon. At that time, con-

1 The deep sea gillnet used in shrimp harvesting between istanbul-Tuzla and izmit-Yalova is a method
which was used by the Ottoman Greeks (Zengin ve Aga 2018).

2 Realizing that the Sea of Marmara and the Straits are the migration and spawning places of Mediterra-
nean and Black Sea fish, the Diilyun-u Umumiye Administration seized the fishing income of the Ottoman
Empire at the end of the 19th century.

3 Until the 1980s, before the ban on hunting, “dolphin hunting” was the most important source of income
for the coastal fishers in the Black Sea.
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noisseur dolphin hunters came from Siirmene, and Salacik and Mersin villages of
Akcaabat. Fishers preferred dolphin fishing, which provided raw materials to the
industry based on dolphin oil (Cakiroglu 1969).

In those years, coastal village Zavena (Salacik), and towns like Siirmene were
well-known for dolphin hunting.* Dolphin fishing was the main source of income
for all the households in the village. The first dolphin processing facilities on the
coast of Trabzon were founded in Zavena in the beginnings of the 1800s. The Mus-
lim population in Zavena also learned fishing from the neighbouring Greeks (Ze-
ngin 2013).

The First Years of the Republic: The Period before 1950, When Single-Party, Stat-
ist Economic Policies Were Implemented

With the foundation of the Republic, schools and research centres were estab-
lished to carry out research and give education on fisheries. In 1928, the Marmara
Fishery School was opened by the Ministry of National Education as a pioneer-
ing vocational training institution on fisheries on Marmara Island (Bayrakc1 1941).
With the establishment of the Fisheries Institute in Baltalimani in 1931, hydrobiol-
ogy research gained an institutional identity. With the closure of this institute in
1937 and the establishment of the Hydro-biological Research Institute in Baltali-
mani, within the body of Istanbul University, in 1951, the institutional dimension
of such research expanded (Ustiindag 2010).

Likewise, increasing the professional skills of the people living on the coast
of the region in the field of fishery and qualified production of fish for this pur-
pose were among the objectives of the foundation of the Besikdiizii Village Insti-
tute. The purpose was to modernize the fishing activities of the coastal people in
the Eastern Black Sea, who had made their living on fishery for generations with
traditional knowledge and rudimentary methods, with scientific methods and to
increase the share of fisheries to the country’s economy by raising the living stan-
dards of the fishing communities (Kirby 2000; Aca 2019).

An “anchovy team” of 30, including five female students, was gathered at this
school. In addition to the students, this team included a teacher, a captain, a mas-
ter trainer and an operator. While the crews on land moved along the coast fol-
lowing the ones fishing in the sea, they used the traditional fishing boats (taka)
for displacement. A division of labour was made in such a way that those on the
land and those in the sea would swap places every two days. Another task of the
students was to observe the life, production, means of production and relations of
the coastal people, and to bring the results to the institute in writing and to assess
them. The anchovy team bore the qualification of a small mobile institute estab-

4 The “Malkoglar” family is one of the oldest inhabitants of the village of Zavena, on the coast of Akgaa-
bat, famous for its fishing history.
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lished according to the nature of the work (Arpa 2015).

The fact that anchovy was overhunted and that it is a perishable product led
the institute to take on salting. The need for barrels for salting was met by hiring
master trainers and establishing a cooperage. Abundant fishing and the salting
business revealed the need for establishing a fishery. With the establishment of
fisheries, cleaning, salting and stacking started to be performed in these buildings.
In the following years, these enterprises developed gradually and fishing nets were
started to be made by students at the institute with yarns provided by the Ministry
of Commerce (Kolay 2010). Accelerating with the construction of a 10-ton fishing
vessel in the Besikdiizii Village Institute workshops, the fishing venture became
the most powerful and the most organized fishing establishment in the Black Sea
Region with 2 fishing vessels, 1 transport vessel, 18 rowboats, 2 anchovy seines, 1
bonito purse, 3 gillnets, 3 barabats, 3 framed nets and 30 turbot nets.

In 1925, initiation of the shipment of fresh fish with mackerel from Marmara
to Greece with boats and ships was an important development in terms of cont-
ributing foreign exchange to the economy of the country. Realizing that fisheries
had an important potential for development, successive governments of the Re-
public made an effort to increase export to foreign countries gradually each year.
One of the steps taken for the development of fishing industry and trade in the
Republican period was fish canning. The number of canning factories established
to make the best of fish products in Turkey in the early 1940s is six in total, consis-
ting two in Istanbul, two in Gallipoli, one on Marmara Island and one in the Black
Sea Eregli. However, due to the abundance of the product and the lack of facilities,
these factories were not able to meet the need (Cenker 1940).

During this period, most of the turbot, red mullet, bonito, toric, bluefish/keel
and anchovy were caught along the Black Sea coasts. That there was no demand
for horse mackerel, young blueberry and especially whiting is an indication of the
fact that fishery in the region was not in the process of an industrial development
yet (Kosswig and Tiirkmen 1956).

During this period, there were two outstanding fishing activities in terms of
economic input: caviar/cod fishing and dolphin hunting/oil industry.

In those years, the Kizilirmak Delta was an important hunting ground for the
sector with its high quality caviar output. Sturgeons were caught in the Kizilirmak,
their eggs were processed here and marketed to big cities from Bafra and exported
to foreign countries (Anonymous 1940).° At the beginning of the same period, ca-

5 All these assets are purchased by the income from the fished seafood. The fishing team gathered in
Besikdiizii Village Institute reached a significant production level in 1945 with 500 tons of anchovy, 60
thousand pairs of bonito and 45 tons of other fish species.

6 The value of this luxury product increased tremendously until 1951, and up to 1000-1500 kilos of black
caviar were produced annually and marketed for a price of between 70 and 100 liras per kilo to traders in
Istanbul and Ankara.
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viar was exported to countries such as Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Bulgaria, Gre-
ece and Lebanon, depending on the supply-demand conditions of the domestic
market. In this regard, the first fishing cooperative, “Bafra Fish Production Coope-
rative” [Bafra Balik Istihsal Kooperatifi], was established in Bafra in 1955.

In the same years, fishers from Giresun, Trabzon and Rize in the Eastern Black
Sea were engaged in fishing for sturgeon cod, which has a very high market value,
in the mouths of the Yesilirmak and the Kizilirmak with sailing boats. Relatively
small cod boats were transported to the hunting grounds, mostly being tied to the
back of the engine powered towing vessels of families who were engaged in “tow-
ing” [cektirmecilik’] between Samsun and Giresun, and Trabzon (Zengin 2015).

According to a report prepared by the State Planning Organization Export
Expertise Commission [Devlet Planlama Teskilat1 Thracat Ozel Thtisas Komisyo-
nunun] in April 1962, the annual black caviar production was estimated to be 3.1
tons at maximum and 2.5 tons at minimum.® By the 1960s, caviar production be-
gan to decline and conflicts began to arise among the cooperative members. The-
reupon, the cooperative established rules for regulating sturgeon fishing at the
mouth of the Kizilirmak. Accordingly, caviar trade would be made by the coope-
rative for only three years (Anonymous 1955). However, this decision raised cont-
roversy. Non-member fishers attacked the cooperative members and they ended
up in court. Caviar production declined dramatically after the 1960s, due to illegal
overfishing of broodstock sturgeons and undercover trading of such in big cities.
Because of this decrease, in the Circular No. 5 on the Regulation of Fishing [Balik
Avciliginin Tanzimine Dair 5 Numarali Sirkiiler], published in the Official Gazette
on March 6, 1959, fishing “sturgeon” lighter than 10 kilos was prohibited for the first
time by the “Ministry of Commerce” [ Ticaret Vekaleti] (Arpa 2012).

Dolphin had been hunted by captains in the Black Sea with rifles called “salta-
ta”, with a flintlock and a long barrel, since the Ottoman period until 1947 (Erdilek
1983). In the years when the Second World War ended, a national industry based
on dolphin oil could not be founded in the Black Sea region due to the economic
problems of the country. Until the establishment of the “Meat and Fish Institu-
tion” [Et ve Balik Kurumu - MFI] by the state in 1952, there was only one facility
(islekhane) owned by Veysel Cakiroglu in Trabzon.? In order to compete with the
Soviet Union, some support was provided by the governments. State grants for
dolphin hunting in 1948 and the establishment of MFI factory in Trabzon in 1952

7 Cargo ships. Until the mid-1950s, before the Black Sea coastal road became operational, commercial
commodities were transported by cargo ships called “cektirme”.

8 1956-1961 yillari arasinda bes farkli Mersin tiiriiniin avciligindan bahsedilmektedir (Oker 1956).1t is
stated that five different sturgeon subspecies had been harvested between 1956-1961 (Oker 1956)

9 In1927-1928, a joint facility called “Delphin” (Veysel and Ernest Collective Comp.), processing dolphin
oil was established for the first time by Veysel Cakir and Mr. Ernest Hegler (Swedish nationals) (Kol et al.
2005; Cakiroglu 1969; Kose 2016).
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increased the interest in dolphin hunting.” In this period, “Export Incentive Pre-
mium” [Ihracat Tegvik Primi] was granted by the state to industrialists exporting
dolphin oil. After the removal of incentives to support dolphin fishing in 1957, the
“Cayeli Fishers's Cooperative” [Cayeli Balikcilar Kooperatifi] was established in
1959. Weapon, bullet and credit distributions to dolphin hunters were organized
in the entire Eastern Black Sea region from Hopa to Unye through the agency of
the cooperative (Cakiroglu 1969).

Although canned fish production made a significant progress in Turkey in the
first years of the Republic according to the technology of that time, this industry
could not show a presence at the desired level in the following years. The most im-
portant reason for this was that Turkish people were not accustomed to consum-
ing fresh fish. On the other hand, another important factor was that the necessary
importance and financial support could not be provided to the sector until the
end of the 1940s, during which statist economic policies were implemented (Tuna
2012). However, at the first “Fishing Congress” [Baltk¢ulik Kongresi] held in 1936
under the leadership of the “Ministry of Finance”, it was highlighted that canning
would be encouraged for the development of the fishing industry."

The period between 1950 and 1980: The Years With Multi-Party, When Planned
And Semi-Liberal Economy Was Implemented

Radical changes in socio-political and socio-economic life in Turkey after 1950s
are: the transition to multi-party political life, the acceleration of infrastructure
works such as ports and highways with accession to NATO and the introduction of
Marshall Aids (Toren 2007), the establishment of the Meat and Fish Institution in
1952, and the foundation of fishing cooperatives after 1960 (Cakiroglu 1969; Giin-
likk 1985). These changes led to the development of trawling fisheries throughout
the Black Sea, especially in Samsun coastal shelf, which was formed by two big
rivers, the Yegilirmak and the Kizilirmak, which rise from the interiors of Anatolia
and flow into the Black Sea. When the Democratic Party [Demokrat Parti - DP]
come to power in 1950, the DP Government gathered the Third Congress on Fishe-
ries in the first years of its rule. The reason for gathering the Congress, which was
communicated to the governorships of 30 provinces related to fisheries by the
Ministry of Economy and Trade, was stated as collectively examining the issues re-

10 During this period, the Meat and Fish Institution (MFI) transported the dolphins hunted in Agva (Istan-
bul) and Sinop regions to the factory in Trabzon for processing, with its cold storage vessels called “Wave”
and “Dalyan”. In 1969, 20 tons of dolphin oil was produced in the factory in Trabzon. In the same period of
1970, 55.9 tons of dolphins were taken for processing and 21.6 tons of oil was obtained from this amount
of raw material (MFI 1970).

11 Forinstance, 25-30 thousand cans of tuna fish were produced in the “Deniz Canned Food Factory”, the
construction of which started in 1933 in Bliylikada. In this canning factory, which continued its activities by
continuously increasing its capacity until 1958, four types of fish such as sardines, tuna and lobster were
processed for canning and seven types of fish for salting (Anonymous 1958).
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lated to the development of the country in the field of fisheries and to determine
the principles of the program to be prepared in this regard. In addition, represen-
tatives selected from sea, lake, and river fishers and aquaculturists as well as pro-
cessors, manufacturers, brokers and traders participated in the congress. Within
this frame, a total sum of 2,700,000 dollars was distributed to the fishing industry
as credit through the 1949-1950 program within the scope of “Marshall Aids”. With
this credit, investments were made to actualize the development of the technical
infrastructure and production of fisheries such as 10 cold storages, ice and ice sto-
rage facilities, a hydrograph ship to be used for research and examination in the
seas, and three boats to be used as observatory tools in the Black Sea, Aegean and
Mediterranean regions, nets, yarns and ship engines. Besides, MFI was founded
for developing the fishing industry, and with the increase in the research and exa-
mination activities in the field of fishing, significant increase in production was
achieved, particularly in marine fisheries, from 1951 to 1960 (Saygun 1951).

While the DP Government contributed to the development of the Meat and
Fish Institution in Turkey by supporting it in establishing new facilities, it conti-
nued its efforts to carry out research regarding aquacultural products aimed at
increasing fish harvesting. German fishing company Norddeutsche Hochseefische-
rei sent two of its experts to Turkey to conduct research on fisheries. These experts
prepared a report on April 18, 1952 and presented instructive recommendations
to the government by providing a general assessment along with assessments re-
garding the central organization, management of fisheries, development of the
fishing industry and market developments (Ete 1962). In this regard, the decision
about the establishment of the Meat and Fish Institution in Ankara, which was
affiliated to the Ministry of Economy and Trade, was accepted by a Decree of the
Cabinet of Ministers in 1952, and the Meat and Fish Institution was established on
October 1, 1952 with a capital of 40 million TL. While the amount of investments
of the institution comprising 35 facilities was around 6o million TL until the end
of 1955, the amount of fish exported by the MFI directly through the institution
or private enterprise reached approximately 15 million TL. This was an important
development regarding the fishing industry in our country.

While there were two trawler boats in Samsun at the beginning of this period
(1952) (Oker 1956), this number started to increase rapidly in the following years.
With the construction of the coastal highway in the beginning of the 50s, cargo
and passenger ships started to lose their importance gradually, and this pushed
the Eastern Black Sea coastal population, which is synonymous with maritime and
fishing, to look for other opportunities. Thus, many “towers” engaged in transpor-
tation in the Black Sea became unemployed. Consequently, the fisher masters and
captains engaged in transportation, tried to stay afloat by turning their engine bo-
ats into fishing boats.

On the turn of 1968, the appearance of the fishing industry in Samsun was
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as follows: There were two fishing shelters in Samsun and Yakakent (Giimenez),
and all 21 boats that existed were made of wood. Only three of them had an engi-
ne power of 60 hp and above. The length of the trawler boats was between 10-14
m. The nets were of cotton thread. There were four trawling families: “Demircio-
gullare; “Tugcular’, “Malkogogullary, and “Fatoglullar:” There was one fishing co-
operative in each of Bafra, Yakakent, Yoriikler village, Toptan village and Gockiin,
and a cold storage facility was established in Samsun in 1965. 349 tons/year fresh
fish in total was produced in Samsun (192 tons) and Yakakent (157 tons) fisheries
(Cakiroglu 1969). This did not reflect a sufficient development. In those years, the
fishing towns of Derekdy (Musta) and Terme, famous for their trawler and sea sna-
il fishing today, did not exist yet. On the other hand, fish stocks had not been exp-
loited yet and there were no problems arising from fishing. The most important
indicator of this was that swordfish and tuna, which are not seen in the Black Sea
fish fauna today, were caught on the shores of Samsun. Likewise, the turbot, which
hit the bottom (!) at the beginning of the 21st century, and is one of the most valu-
able fish in the Black Sea ecosystem in terms of trade and taste, was abundant! In
Samsun region, turbots of a big tray size were hunted. Thus, people living on the
coastline called this fish ‘the tray fish’ (Zengin 2019).

On the other hand, since the 1960s, when trawling became widespread, sharks
were caught in large quantities in Samsun and Sinop regions, and they were star-
ted to be exported abroad at first hand (Beirut; 30 tons). This export continued
until the end of the 1980s. Factories to process shark and stingray semi-finished
products were established in the region (Zengin 2011). One of the most important
reasons for the decline of shark and stingray populations since the beginning of
the 1990s and their collapse from the 2000s is this intense hunting for export.

Following the initiation of the ‘Planned Economic Period’ [Planl Ekonomik
Donem] in 1963, the first Law on Fishing (Law No. 1380 on Fisheries) of the Repub-
lican Era was enacted in 1971. With this law, a serious support was started to be
provided by the state to the aquacultural sector and memorandums (Su Uriinleri
Sirkiileri) were enacted and enforced to regulate fishing. With this law, field and
time bans were introduced for trawling in Turkish waters, specifically in the Black
Sea, except for the Sea of Marmara. Again in this period (1972), the first General
Directorate of Fisheries [Su Uriinleri Genel Miidiirliigii] was established. One of
the “Regional Directorates”, which is one of the provincial organizations of this
institution, became operational in Samsun (Bilecik 2004). The investment rate
for Samsun Regional Directorate (1979) made by the governments for the regional
fishery sector increased by approximately 75% at the beginning of the Fourth Fi-
ve-Year Plan Period compared to the beginning of the Third Five-Year Plan Period
(1973) (Anonymous 1989). Likewise, there was 57% increase in terms of gross tons
and 55% in the number of the trawler boats in the region in the last ten years of
this period (1970-1980) (Kara 1986). Until the 1980s, fisheries/trawl fisheries in the
region could not accumulate capital and make technical progress at the desired
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level (Giinliik 1985). The inadequacy of the credits provided by the government
and the heavy customs duties negatively affected the Turkish fisheries, which was
dependent on foreign sources in terms of technical equipment.

Considering the period as a whole, one of the most important developments
in the region regarding trawling is the initiation of research conducted for the
determination of trawling areas. The first research activities initiated by MFI
between 1955-1960 to determine the suitable areas for trawling were carried out
during the period of Samsun Regional Directorate, and continued in 1969, and in
the period between 1973 and 1977. In these research activities, it was observed that
the most productive area for bottom fishing along the entire Black Sea coast was
the Samsun region (Bafra Cape-Terme) (Bilecik 1989). Potentially, this is the main
reason for the development of trawling fisheries in Turkey and the entire Black
Sea region after the 1980s. The area formed by the Yesilirmak and the Kizilirmak
basins (Samsun) is quite suitable for trawling, both hydrographically and because
it creates a limited specific ecosystem. The continental shelf here is wider than in
other parts of the Southern Black Sea. And in this region, there are flat/wide areas
extending 10-15 km from the coast to the open seas (Kutaygil and Bilecik 1974).

1980 to the 21st century; the Period of transition to Market Economy, Growth
and Development

In this period, Turkey experienced historically important radical transformations
in its socio-political and socio-economic structure. On January 24, 1980, Turkey
abandoned the mixed/semi-statist economic model and switched to a liberal/
market economy. The abolition of customs duties with the introduction of market
economy played a major role in the technical development of trawl fisheries in
the region. While the fishing industry, which was technically dependent on fo-
reign sources in terms of tools and equipment (engines, spare parts, networks,
electronic devices), could not develop due to the taxes on imports and insufficient
credit support of the government in the previous periods, two important deve-
lopments took place in this field after the governmental decisions of January 24.
Customs were freed and the government provided cheap credit support. While the
general support in all kinds provided to the fishing sector by the previous gover-
nments (cash support through Ziraat Bank and in-kind support through customs
exemption) increased by 60% in 1980 compared to the previous period (1970), this
increase was 75% in 1985, 88% in 1990 and 90% at the beginning of 1995 (Anony-
mous 1995). Encouraged by this support provided by the state, many small coas-
tal fishers/crews changed their boats or enlarged their boats by selling lands and
switched to either trawling or purse seine fishing. After 1980, the most important
development related to trawling was the introduction of “sea snail” fishing in the
region (Knudsen and Zengin 2006).

On the other hand, with the initiation of both legislation and infrastructu-
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re works in the field of fisheries starting from the beginning of the 2000s, when
Turkey’s “European Union Harmonization Process” began (Diffey 2007), the Mi-
nistry of Agriculture made significant improvements in infrastructure and capa-
city on fishing ports and shelters. Within this scope, “administrative buildings for
fisheries” were built near fishers’ shelters along the Black Sea coast for the control
and registration of fishing. In 2005, port offices were established at 30 important
points for all Turkish seas in order to prepare the infrastructure that will allow
the collection of precise data at the points of landing the caught fish in order to
carry out stock assessment studies by using the data based on fisheries. 15 of them
have been operating in the provinces on the Black Sea coast (Akbulut et al. 2012).
However, all legislative changes and efforts regarding infrastructure works in this
process did not prove to be successful in terms of implementation, and the situ-
ation of fish stocks has worsened in terms of the legislation and management of
fisheries.

The Black Sea constitutes the most important natural resource for the Turkish
fishing industry. Besides, it is our most productive sea among our other national
seas with regard to fishing. Nevertheless, it lags behind with regard to the variety/
number of species. According to the data from Turkish Statistical Institute (Tiir-
kiye Istatistik Kurumu — TSI), more than 75% of the fish harvest from the Turkish
seas comes from the Black Sea. According to 2020 data from TSI, the share of the
Black Sea in our national seas is 73%. On the other hand, most of the harvest in
the Black Sea basin comes from the Turkish coasts of the Black Sea. Turkey is his-
torically in the leading position among the Black Sea countries in sea fishing. Ac-
cording to the fishing data of the last 50 years (1970-2020) (FAO 2021), while the
other Black Sea countries have a 17% share in fishing, Turkey provides the 83% of
this fishing in average.

The Black Sea has been in a dynamic process since the geological epochs. Fish
species in the ecosystem have been evolving accordingly in this process of chan-
ge and development since the earliest periods (Van Der Voo 1990). Sturgeon and
shad, which originated in early geological periods, still existing in the Black Sea
ecosystem today, are the most important evidence of this fact (Helfmann et al.
2009). Today, the changes in the physical, chemical, and biological characteristics
of the Black Sea are still continuing with the effects of the global climate crisis, and
the Red Sea and the Suez Canal. This fact is defined as the “Mediterranianisation”
of the Black Sea. In addition to these, new invasive/exotic species have settling in
the Black Sea fauna specifically since the beginning of the 21st century. Thus, the
fish fauna of the Black Sea (including the fillet) are becoming more cosmopolitan.

189 sea species in the Black Sea are classified into 56 different families. 10 dif-
ferent cartilaginous fish species (elasmobranchii) such as stingray and sharks, 7
sturgeon species (chondroste) and 172 bony fish (teleostei) belonging to 48 fami-
lies are among these species (Eschmeyer and Fong 2014). Due to the oceanograp-
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hic characteristics of the Black Sea (among which the most important is low sa-
linity), it is polyhaline. This characteristic has an impact on the fish fauna. Great
majority (81%) of the Black Sea fish are demersal and semi-pelagic.

Fishing industry active on the Black Sea shores of Turkey is one of the im-
portant sectors in the regional economy. According to data from TSI (2020), 32
species, including the invertebrates as well, are caught on the shores of the Black
Sea. Among these 32 species, 12 have economic significance. 98.3% of fishing in
the Black Sea includes these 12 species. The first group in these fish species include
minor pelagics (anchovy, horse-mackerel, bristling, and shad), the second group
include major pelagics (bonito, bluefish, and pearl mullet), and the third group
includes demersal fish (whiting, red mullet, and turbot). There are also benthic
commercial species (white mussel and sea snail) that are economically harvested.
Fish species such as chub mackerel, scomber mackerel, garfish, sardines, swallows,
rotisserie, butts, and flounder can be mentioned among the species that are still
harvested, although in economically very low quantities compared to the 1970s
and 1980s. Apart from these species, there are also species such as sturgeon, shark,
tuna and eel whose populations in the Black Sea have come to the point of extin-
ction or have completely disappeared.

Anchovy is an important symbol of the Black Sea region and its culture. An-
chovy hunting, which is one of the important activities in the local economy not
only for the chiefs and crew, but also sub-sectors such as marketing, transporta-
tion, restaurants, is the “bread and butter” for many people. For the people of the
Black Sea regions, “anchovy is not a fish’, but “anchovy is anchovy’. It is small in size,
but the related culture is big. Anchovy is not endemic to the Black Sea, but wi-
despread in many seas. However, nowhere has it become integrated, intertwined
with the life of the local people, and even become almost an indispensable part of
their daily lives, a life style, as in the Black Sea region. For example, in the traditio-
nal Black Sea “horon”, the calmness of the sea leaves its place to the combative sea
in the finale, while the white metals on the waist of the male dancers revive the
reflections of the anchovy in the water. The most popular parts of the “kolbast1”
game, which is fashionable today, are the figures in which scenes from an anchovy
hunting are displayed (Diizgiines 2010).

Anchovy (Engraulis encrasicolus) is the most important commercial species
in both the Black Sea region and for the Turkish fisheries. Fishing in the Black
Sea is characterized by anchovy, and the fishing industry is largely dependent on
anchovy fishing. Why is anchovy so important in Black Sea fisheries? (1) It cons-
titutes the largest catch among all fish species caught. (2) It has a highly trophic
place in the food chain. (3) It is a very important source of nutrition for people
living in the coastal region; and (4) It is a very important source of employment
for working life.

With the transition to the market economy in 1980, the increase in the num-
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ber and technical capacity of the anchovy fishing fleet/purse-seine fishing led to
an increase in the amount of the fish caught. In the previous period; while the an-
nual amount of anchovy caught was around 60-70 thousand tons at the beginning
of the 1970s; anchovy catch increased to 300 thousand tons in the mid-1980s, and
375 thousand tons in the mid-1990s. During this period of about 20-25 years, the
anchovy catch increased four to five times. Despite this increase in anchovy hun-
ting in the Black Sea; problems occurred in profiting from the hunted product due
to the lack of interest in the marketing network and consumption habits. More
interestingly, the high amount of anchovy hunting in the aforementioned years,
hunted anchovy was used as fertilizer in hazelnut orchards in the region due to
insufficient marketing networks (Zengin 2019).

Due to the increase in anchovy hunting in the Black Sea region since the be-
ginning of the 1980s, the use of surplus anchovy for purposes other than fresh con-
sumption has come to the fore, and various incentives of investment have been
provided to entrepreneurs for this purpose. In addition to the incentives provided,
the fishmeal-oil sector started to operate in parallel with the cheapness of raw
material/anchovy and the developments in fish oil exports. However, due to the
short duration of the anchovy hunting season, factories have never reached their
installed capacity in terms of efficiency, and their capacity utilization has not ex-
ceeded 25% (Ozdamar and Aral 1995). Since the beginning of the 2000s, raw mate-
rial insufficiency in factories has been tried to be filled by sprat hunting. However,
overfishing of the sprat population leads to significant breaks in the food chain in
the Southern Black Sea ecosystem and impacts the continuity of fish populations.

After 1980, with the economic change in Turkey, the urbanization process ac-
celerated and the population began to concentrate mostly in cities. This change,
along with the obvious increase in urbanization in the Black Sea coastal regions,
urban development and the filling of coastal areas for regional highway improve-
ment/expansion works, has resulted in gradual destruction of the coastal ecosys-
tem. In the same period, the increase in sea snail hunting greatly affected the
biodiversity of the coastal benthic environment (Glimiis and Zengin 2011). Such
activities, which have increased since the beginning of the 1990s; played an impor-
tant role in the excessive depopulation of ‘anadromous’ fish populations (Black
Sea trout; Salmo trutta and sturgeon species; Acipenseridae sp.) which are especi-
ally important for the region. Since the early 1980s, the construction of four dams
for energy and irrigation in the Yesilirmak and Kizilirmak basins in the Central
Black Sea (Samsun) caused the collapse of the once very active sturgeon fisheries
in the region. Environmental problems, especially the pollution created by hydro-
electric power plants for energy purposes, which have been increasing especially
in the Eastern Black Sea Region since the 2000s, are particularly affective on the
collapse of living resources in the Black Sea ecosystem.
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Karadeniz Balik¢iliginda Uretim

ve Calisma lliskileri
Umut Ulukan

Giris Yerine:
Sermayenin Yeni Birikim Alani Olarak Tiirkiye'de Balik¢ilik

Bir sosyal bilimci olarak, Tiirkiye balik¢iligina odaklanan bir ¢alisma yapmaya ka-
rar verdigimde cevaplanmas gereken birkag soru karsimda duruyordu: Balik¢ihig:
hangi kavramlarla nasil inceleyebiliriz? Kapitalist iiretim iliskileri ve dinamikler
tarimin diger katmanlarinda oldugu gibi balik¢ilig da sekillendiriyor mu? Balik-
cilikta miilkiyet iligkileri, sosyal farklilasma, toplumsal cinsiyet iligkileri ve emek
somiiriisii nasil gerceklesiyor? Tiirkiye'de hatta diinyada tarimda doniisiim tartig-
malarinda cogunlukla balik¢ihik goz ardi edilmektedir. Oysa tarim, bitkisel iire-
tim, hayvancilik, ormancilik ve su iiriinleri iiretimini kapsamaktadir. Tarimdaki
kapitalist dontigiim tarimin bu alt katmanlarimin tamamim degistirmekte ve do-
niistiirmektedir. Balikeilik sektorii son yirmi yildir sermayenin yeni birikim alan
olarak dikkat cekmektedir. Bir yandanhizla gelisen su tiriinleri yetistiriciligi diger
yandan sektorde yasanan dikey ve yatay entegrasyonlar, son olarak ise balik¢ilik
sektoriindeki firmalarin (balik yemi, yetistiricilik ve endiistriyel balikei tekneleri-
ne sahip firmalar) uluslararasilagmasi balikcilik sektoriiniin kapitalist iligkiler ve
dinamikler cercevesinde analiz edilmesini gerektirmektedir.

Sermayenin sinirsiz birikim arayis1 meta siirlarinin genislemesine ihtiyag
duymaktadir. Bu, iki strateji ile gerceklesebilmektedir. Bunlardan ilki kaynaklarin
azalmasi ve karlihgin diistiigii alanlardan, heniiz titketilmemis dolayisiyla yiiksek
karhhigin miimkiin oldugu yeni bolgelere eriserek, buradaki yeni kaynaklarin yeni
mekanlarin metalastinlmasi [“meta genislemesi” (commodity widening)] iken,
ikincisi ise ayni1 bolgede teknolojiyi yogunlagtirarak daha fazla ekolojik artigin
temellitk edilmesidir [“meta derinlesmesi” (commodity deeping)] (Ertor 2016;
Ertor ve Ortega Cerda 2017). Tiirkiye'de de su tirtinleri yetistiriciligi sektoriindeki
yogunlagma ve son yedi yildir endiistriyel balik¢1 teknelerinin Afrika kiyilarinda
deniz avcilig1 yapmasi, meta geniglemesi ve meta derinlegmesi stratejilerinin uy-

1 Bu metin daha 6nce Memleket Siyaset Yonetim Dergisi’'nin 2019 yili 31. sayisinda 'Kara-
deniz’in Yeni Gurbetgileri: Moritanya’da Tiirk Balik iscileri' bashkli makalenin yazar tarafindan
glncellenerek ve kisaltilarak bu kitaba uyarlanmis versiyonudur.
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gulamalari olarak kargimiza ¢ikmaktadir (Ertér 2016; Ertor ve Ortega-Cerda 2017;
Campling 2012).

Su iirtinleri yetigtiriciligi sektor analizlerinde yatirnmin hizla gelire donmesi,
su kaynaklarinin az kullanilmig olmasi nedeniyle potansiyelin zenginligi, isgiicii
ucuzlugu ve ihracat potansiyelinin yiiksek olusu vurgulanmaktadir (Para 2014).
Diinyada “mavi devrim” ve “en hizli bityiiyen tarim bi¢imi” olarak degerlendirilen
(Clark&Clausen 2008: 104) su triinleri yetistiriciligi, Tiirkiye’'de 1980’lerin ikinci
yarisinda baglayan ancak son 10 yila kadar daha ¢ok kiyiya yakin ve aile isletmeleri
tarafindan gerceklestirilmekteyken, 2007’de yayimlanan teblig ile getirilen sinir-
lamalardan sonra sektore biiyiik sermayeli oligopol haline gelmis firmalar hakim
olmaya baglamistir (Ertor 2016: 61). Son 20 y1l icinde hem deniz hem de ic su yetis-
tiricilik tesisleri say1 olarak ikiye katlanirken, toplam iiretim kapasitesi ise yaklagik
10 kat artarak yillik 50 bin tondan 517 bin tona ulagmistir (TUIK 2022).

Su tirtinleri yetistiriciliginde kullanilan yemlerde balik unu ve balik yag: yiik-
sek diizeyde oldugundan yetistirilen bircok tiir kendi kiitlesinden daha fazla mik-
tarda vahsi (deniz) baliga ihtiya¢ duymaktadir. Diinyada en ¢ok iiretilen her bir
kilogram ciftlik balig1 icin ortalama 1.9 kg deniz baligina ihtiya¢ duyulmaktadir
(Nayor vd. 2000: 1019). Bu nedenle ciftlik baliklar iiretimindeki artis, denizlerdeki
dogal balik stokunun agir1 avlanmasina, deniz baliklarinin beslenebilecegi balik-
lardaki azalisa neden olmasiyla su tirtinleri iiretiminde siirdiiriilebilirlik tartigmasi
yasanmaktadir. Ote yandan yetistirme tesislerinin dogal yasam alanlarini bozarak
ve diger ekolojik etkileri nedeniyle dogal deniz canlilarinin azalmasina yol agtig
da tartisilmaktadir (Nayor vd. 2000: 1019).

Tiirkiye balikgihginda kapitalist iligkilerin ve dinamiklerin yogunlagmasiyla
deniz avcilig1 ve su tirtinleri yetistiriciligi arasinda bir yer degistirme gozlenmekte-
dir (Sekil 1). 1995 yilinda Tiirkiye’de avlanan toplam deniz baliklart miktar1 627 bin
tondan 2020 yilina gelindiginde %54 oraninda azalarak 291 bin tona gerilemistir.
Avlanan deniz baliklarindaki bu biiyiik gerilemenin aksine yetistiricilik iiretimi
ise, ayn1 yillar arasinda 21 bin tondan %1900 oraninda artarak 421 bin tona yiik-
selmistir. 2017 yilindan itibaren her yil avlanan deniz baliklar1 miktar yetistiricilik
tiretiminin gerisinde kalmig ve toplam balik iiretiminde yetigtiricilik iiretimi 2020
yilinda %s59’luk paya sahip olmustur.

Tiirkiye'deki denizlerde balik cesitliligi ve balik miktarindaki azalma, hizla
biiyilyen ve yiiksek sabit sermaye yatirimlariyla ileri teknolojiyi kullanan endiist-
riyel balik¢1 teknelerine (girgir ve trol tekneleri) sahip balik¢ilik sermayesini meta
siirlarini genigletmeye itmis ve uluslararasilasmasina yol agmistir. Moritanya ise
bu yeni meta sahalarinin en 6nemlisi olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.
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Balikeilik Sermayesinin Yeni Meta Siniri: Moritanya

Afrika acilimi ¢ercevesinde 2011 yilindan itibaren Moritanya ile ekonomik is-
birligi caligmalar 6zellikle balik¢ilik alaninda ilerlemis, 2016-2018 yillar arasinda
ise bu igbirligi caligmalar1 kurumsallagmistir. Tiirkiye Moritanya iligkileri acisin-
dan 2018 y1li oldukga 6nemlidir. 28 Subat 2018'de Tiirkiye'den sermaye temsilcileri-
nin de katilimiyla Moritanya-Tiirkiye Is Forumu gerceklestirilmis, bu forumun so-
nunda Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti ve Moritanya Islam Cumhuriyeti Cumhurbagkanlari
nezdinde hiikiimetler arasinda, balik¢ilik ve deniz ekonomisi, tarim, yatirimlarin
kargilikli tegviki ve korunmasi, turizm, madencilik, diaspora ve egitim alanlarinda
yedi anlagma imzalanmugtir.

lk kez 2015 yilinda Tiirkiye'den bir girgir teknesinin Moritanya kiyilarinda ba-
likgilik yapmak tizere gitmesiyle baglayan siirec, Moritanya ile 6zellikle balikgilik
alaninda kurulan bu iligkiler sonucunda 2018 yilinda 51, 2022 yilinda ise toplam
71 Tiirk balike1 teknesiyle devam etmektedir. Bugiin Moritanya kiyilarinda bulu-
nan yetmisi askin Tiirk balik¢1 teknesinde 1500’ yakin tayfa ¢calismaktadir. Tiirki-
ye balik¢ilik sermayesinin Moritanya'daki yatirimlar farkli bicimlerde karsimiza
cikmaktadir. Bu yatirnmlar Moritanya'da tekne kiralama yoluyla deniz avcilig yap-
ma, kurulu balikcilik sektoriindeki firmalarla ortakhiklar kurarak veya satin alma
yoluyla balik unu/yag iiretimini gerceklestirme ve balik unu/yagi tireten yerel sir-
ketlerle 6zel anlagmalara dayali kendi girgir ve trol tekneleriyle deniz avcilig yap-
ma gibi ¢esitlenmektedir. Tiim Tiirkiye sirketleri ve tekneleri, Moritanya balik¢ilik
otoriteleri tarafindan verilen balik¢ilik ruhsatlarina ve kotalarma sahiptir. Bazi
Tiirk balik¢r gemileri Moritanya'da kurulu dort Tiirkiye sermayeli balik unu/yag:
fabrikalar1 icin ¢alisirken, bazilar ise Moritanya'da 10'dan fazla balik unu fabrikasi
kurmus olan Cinli sirketler igin de caligmaktadir (Oztiirk 2017: 89).

Tiirkiye'de deniz baliklar stoklarindaki azalma nedeniyle Moritanya'nin zen-
gin balik kaynaklar ozellikle Karadeniz bolgesindeki endiistriyel balik¢ilarin bu
yeni meta sahasia yonelmesine sebep olmustur. Bu genisleme sik sik ulusal ve
yerel basina da yansimaktadir. Konuyla ilgili Ordu'nun yerel gazetesine konugan
bir tekne sahibinin sézleri durumu 6zetlemektedir :

“Karadeniz artik bizler icin tatmin edici bir av sunmuyor. Baz: teknelerin ka-
zancl iyi bazilan icin ise ¢ok kotii. Denizde tekne bakimindan agir1 bir yogunluk
var, avcl sayist cok. Moritanya, Atlas Okyanusu kiyilarinda. Oraya ilk kez gidecegiz
ve yeni bir sezonuna baslayacagiz. Anlagmalar yaptik. Avlayacagimiz baliklar1 ge-
nelde balik unu, balik yag fabrikalarina verecegiz. Orada siirekli avcilik var gidip
donme hesabi da yapmiyoruz. Teknelerimiz orada kalacak. Orada baligin bol oldu-
gunu soyliiyorlar. 1 Eyliill'de Tiirkiye’de baslayacak olan av sezonu i¢in de donmeyi
diigiinmityoruz. Sonucta orasi okyanus bizim buralara gore daha verimli. Karade-
niz, gelecek sezonlar icin pek umut verici gozitkmiiyor (Ordu Olay 25 Kasim 2017).”
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Tiirkiye Balikcihginda Farkhilagma: Balikgilar Miilksiizlesip Iscilesiyor mu?

Tiirkiye'de balikeilikta istthdamin en biiyiik kesimini 2020 yili verileriyle iic-
retli/payh tayfa olarak calisanlar olusturuyor. Ucretli/payli calisan tayfa sayisi
(17.964) toplam istithdamin (35.540) %s51'i. Ancak balik¢ilikta toplam istihdam
gerilemektedir, 46 binlerde olan toplam istihdam son on yilda %23 azalarak 35
binlere gerilemistir. Ucretli/payh calisanlar yani balik is¢ilerinin toplam istihdam
icerisindeki agirhg artmaktadir. 2020 verileriyle toplam balik¢ilik istihdaminin
%p51'ini balik iscileri olusturmaktadir. Bu balik is¢ilerinin en 6nemli istithdam kay-
nagi ise tizerinde 20-40 arasi tayfa caligan girgir tekneleridir.

10 metreden kiiciik teknelerin sayisi son 15 yilda gittikce azalmis ve her 5 tek-
neden biri balik¢iliktan cekilmistir. Benzer sekilde hem Tiirkiye genelinde hem
de Dogu Karadeniz'de orta balikcilar olarak tanmimlayabilecegimiz 20 metreden
kiicitk ancak 10 metreden biiyiik tekneye sahip balik¢ilar da, balik¢iliktan ce-
kilmektedir. Tiirkiye genelinde orta balikcilar son 15 yilda %25 oraninda, Dogu
Karadeniz'de %34 oraninda azalmstir. Ote yandan boyu 30 metrenin iizerindeki
teknelerin azalmadigin tersine arttigini gézlemlemekteyiz. Bu durum Dogu Kara-
deniz Bolgesi'nde daha da belirgindir. Bu baglamda Tiirkiye balik¢ihiginda kiiciik
ve orta balik¢iligin gerileyecegi ve ¢oziilecegi buna karsin kapitalist balik¢ilik ola-
rak degerlendirebilecegimiz endiistriyel/ticari balik¢ihigin hakimiyetini artiracagi,
balikcilik sektoriinde kapitalistlesme egilimlerinin artacag 6ngoriilebilir. 38 met-
re biytikliigiindeki girgir teknesi sahibiyle yaptigimiz goriisme bu egilimin ipug-
larini vermektedir:

“U¢ kugak balikgiyiz. Babamin 20 metre teknesi vardi sonra 24 metreye ciktik
ben ona ortaktim. $imdi ise kendime ait 38 metre var. Balik¢ilik sektoriiniin gele-
cegini ¢ok iyi gorityorum. Gelecegin meslegi balikgilik olacak. Balik¢iliktan hig za-
rar etmedim. Ama bunun igin yatirim yapiyorum benim igim bu. I adamiyiz yani.
Oyle ya fabrikam sayilir bir nevi teknem bu yiizden siirekli teknolojiyi yenilemem
gerekir. Iscilerim var bana caligan. Toplamda 35-40 is¢i calistiriyorum sadece tek-
nede, ekmek veriyorum insanlara, iilke yararina da ¢aligiyoruz yani. E tirtiniimiiz
de avladigimiz baliklar. Oniimiizdeki dénemde de konserve balik fabrikasi acip
ihracata agirlik vermek istiyoruz.”

Balikgiliktan cekilen kiigiik ve orta balik¢ilar cogunlukla endiistriyel baliker
teknelerinde tayfa olarak calisma (iscilesme) ve/veya go¢ secenegiyle kargi karsiya
kalmaktadir. Nitekim bu konuda Tiirkiye'de yapilan az sayidaki ¢alisma iscilesme
stireclerini gozlemlemektedir (Ulukan 2016; Knudsen ve Kogak 2011; Knudsen vd.
2010). Balik¢iliktaki bu farklilagmanin Tiirkiye balikgiigindaki kapitalist iligkilerin
gelismesi ve derinlesmesi siirecinde artarak devam edecegi 6ngoriilebilir. Dolayi-
siyla Trkiye balik¢ilik sermayesinin meta sinirlarini genisleterek uluslararasilag-
mast ve Tiirkiye disinda avciligin artmasiyla bu iscilesme siireclerinin birbiriyle
ortiismesi beklenebilir. Deniz avciigindaki gerilemeyle Tiirkiye'deki endiistriyel
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balikc1 teknelerindeki istihdam kosullarinin azalmasi, balik emekgilerini
Moritanya'daki girgir teknelerinde calismaya yoneltmistir. Gergeklestirdigimiz
saha caligmas1 Moritanya'da endiistriyel balik¢1 teknelerinde istihdam edilenlerin
onemli bir kisminin daha 6nce kendi kiiciik balik¢i teknesine sahip, yari ya da tam
miilksiizlesmis balik¢ilardan olustugunu gostermektedir.

Tablo 1. Uzunluklarma Gore Balik¢t Tekneleri 2005-2020

Tiirkiye Dogu Karadeniz
2005 2010 2015 2020 2005 2010 2015 2020
>10 15551 14067 12536 12048 4152 2905 3275 3399
(10-11.9) 926 728 451 688 138 110 76 17
(12-14.9) 649 603 373 514 105 70 25 33
(15-19.9) 443 420 277 290 54 52 36 45
(20-29.9) 598 609 463 448 138 175 137 138
30 + 229 223 240 255 68 76 87 107
Toplam 18396 16650 14340 14243 | 4655 3388 3636 3839

“Tiirkiye'de balik¢ilik sanati bitti artik... Bu kadar biiyiik teknelerle {izerindeki
sonarlarla avcilik yaparsan sonumuz bu olur... balik birakmadilar ki denizde.. kii-
ciik balik¢1 hepten gitti zaten.. bak benim 8 metre kayigim vardi artik hi¢ ¢ctkamiyo-
rum baliga yetmiyor ki.. Napacaksin ya bu diyardan gideceksin ya da elin mahkum
girgir teknelerinde tayfa olarak calisacaksin... Ama artik o girgir teknelerinde de
para kazanamiyorsun... Eyliil'de basladi sezon hop Ocak demedi bitti... Eskiden
boyle degildi Nisan'a kadar avcilik vardi balik boldu... Ama simdi ne oldu gidiyoruz
onceden adin1 bile duymadigim bir iilkeye, Moritanya'da balik¢ihik yapiyoruz... (51
yasinda, tayfa)”

Balik¢ilikta Emek Siireci: “Calismak Degil Savas!”

Tiirkiye'de girgir ya da trol teknelerinde calisacak tayfalar “kocareis” olarak bilinen
isci aracilar ile caligacaklar tekneyi bulmaktadir. Bu durum Moritanya'daki tekne-
ler i¢in de gecerlidir. Kocareisler anlastiklari girgir teknesi i¢in teknenin bityiiklii-
giine gore, ortalama 20-30 arast ig¢iden olugan bir takim olugturmaktadir. Her bir
girgir teknesinin anlagmig oldugu bir kocareisi bulunmaktadir ve bu kocareisler
tayfalarla birlikte Moritanya'ya giderek teknede onlarin baginda bulunmaktadir.
Kocareisler bir yandan teknede caligan iscilerin organizasyonundan sorumluyken
Ote yandan tekne sahibi/firma ile ig¢iler arasinda iletigimi saglayan kisilerdir. An-
cak kocareisler ile is¢iler arasindaki iligki genellikle enformel ve giivene dayali bir
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iliskidir. Moritanya'ya ¢alismak icin giden balik iscileri ile kocareisler arasinda ya
da firma/tekne sahibi arasinda yazil bir sozlesme yapilmamaktadir. Bu enformel
bicim kimi zaman balik is¢ilerinin hak kayiplarina da yol agabilmektedir.

Teknelerde bir hiyerarsi soz konusudur. Bu hiyerarsinin en tepesinde teknenin
kaptani (reis) bulunurken, tiim balik iscilerinden sorumlu olan kocareis ise ikinci
sirada gelmektedir. Moritanya'daki girgir teknelerinde ¢cogunlukla teknenin sahi-
bi/sahipleri teknede reis olarak bulunurken, sermayesi daha biiyiik olan sirket-
lerde ise ticretli reisler de bulunabilmektedir. Bir girgir teknesinde var olan emek
bicimleri igin niteligine gore hiyerarside yer almaktadir. Buna gore daha nitelikli
ve igin yapilmasinda kritik 6neme sahip olan pozisyonlar, botgu, 1rgatci, makinist,
agc1 ve palacidir? Bunlarinda disinda daha az vasif ve tecriibe gerektiren pozisyon-
da ¢alisanlan giiverte iscileri/tayfalari olarak tanimlayabiliriz. Bu ¢aliganlar genel-
likle giivertede aglarin denize atilmasi, toplanmasi, baliklarin aglardan giiverteye
aktarilmasi, balik kasalama vb. igleri yapmaktadir. Tiim bu is organizasyonunu,
hiyerarsiyi inceledigimizde tiretim iligkileri ve calisma iligkileri acisindan endiist-
riyel balikei tekneleri ile fabrikalar birbiri ile benzesmektedir. Endiistriyel baliket
teknelerinde balik igcisi olarak calismak diinyanin en tehlikeli mesleklerinden biri
olarak kabul edilmektedir. Calisma saatlerinin uzun, dinlenme siirelerinin kisa,
yapilan isin tehlikeli ve agir olmasinin yan sira Moritanya'da calisan Tiirk balik
iscileri aligik olmadiklari iklim kogullari ile de miicadele etmektedirler.

Balikeilik oldukea zor ve tehlikeli bir sektordiir. Uluslararasi calismalarda ba-
lik¢ilik tehlikeli ve 6liimlii kazalarim en ¢ok goriilebilecegi sektorlerden biri olarak
sayllmaktadir (Matheson vd. 2001: 305; Jin ve Thunberg 2005: 524; Georgianna ve
Shrader 2008: 28) hatta kimi ¢alismalarda en tehlikelisi olarak gosterilmektedir
(Chauvin ve Le Bouar 2007: 79; Drudi 1998: 3). Bu konuda Tiirkiye'de yapilmis yeni
bir calisma balik¢ilik sektoriiniin Tiirkiye'deki 6liimlii is kazasi a¢isindan en tehli-
keli sektor oldugunu ileri siirmektedir. 2013-2019 yillarii kapsayan bu arastirmada
yedi yillik siirecte en riskli faaliyet kollarindan olan madencilik, ingaat ve nakliye
sektorlerinin, kaza basina diigen 6liim sayis1 agisindan balik¢ilik ve su iiriinleri ye-
tistiriciliginin gerisinde kaldigy, son 7 yillik istatistiklerin ortalamasinda balik¢ilik
ve su Uriinleri yetistiriciligindeki 6liimlii is kazas1 oraninin Tiirkiye ortalamasin-
dan yaklagik %50 daha fazla oldugu tespit edilmistir (Soykan 2021: 540). Enformel
ve giivencesiz caligma kosullarinin varhigi is kazasi ve meslek hastaliklar riskleri-
nin siddetini daha da artirmaktadir. Goriismelerde balik iscilerinin neredeyse ta-
maminin Moritanya'da calistiklar teknelerde en az bir is kazasina sahit oldugunu
belirtmeleri bu sorunun biiyiikliigiine isaret etmektedir.

2 Botgu, girgir teknelerinin kig bélimiinde bulunan yardimci tekneyi (bot) av sirasinda kullanan kisilerdir,
Irgatgl ise, girgir aginin altini toplamak, biizmek igin gerekli olan gelik halatlarin/tellerin sarildigi hidrolik ya
da mekanik irgatlari kullanmaktadir. Palaci, teknenin kig tarafinda ag ekibinin basinda agin denize atilmasi
ve toplanmasini organize etmektedir. Ayrica bkz. (Ulukan, 2016).
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Sonuc Yerine

Su tiriinleri yetistiriciligi lehine Tiirkiye balik¢ihiginda yasanan doniisiim siirecin-
de dogal balik stoklarinda ve cesitliligindeki azalma, Tiirkiye'deki deniz aveiliginin
gerilemesine yol agmaktadir. Bu durum bir yandan kiiciik balik¢ilarin iscilesme
stireclerinin hiz kazanmasina 6te yandan Tiirkiye denizlerindeki endiistriyel ba-
lik¢ilik faaliyetlerinde istihdam/gelir olanaklarimin azalmasina yol agmaktadir.
Tuirkiye'deki goreli ekolojik verimlilik kogullarinin azalmasi son birkag yildir ba-
lik¢ilik sermayesini yeni meta sinirlarn arayigina itmigtir. Devletin “Afrika Agilim1”
politikasiyla yapilan anlagmalarla Moritanya'nin goreli olarak daha verimli balik
kaynaklari son beg yildir yeni meta sahasi olarak belirlenmistir. Ote yandan Tiir-
kiye'deki balik stoklarindaki gerilemenin devam etmesi, bu agilim ile yeni yapilan
ve yapilmasi planlanan anlagmalarla 6niimiizdeki siirecte endiistriyel baliker tek-
nelerinin Moritanya disinda Afrika'nin diger kiy1 tilkelerine (Kongo, Mauritius, Ni-
jeryavb.) de yayilmasi beklenebilir. Bu durum Tiirkiye'de 1 Eyliil-15 Nisan balik¢ilik
sezonu ya da Mayis-Haziran aylarinda gerceklesen orkinos av sezonunda caligan
mevsimlik balik iscilerinin, Tiirkiye'deki endiistriyel balik¢iigin bagka iilkelere
yayillmasiyla farkl tilkelerde isci olarak caligmasini beraberinde getirmektedir.
Dolayisiyla balikeilik sermayesinin uluslararasilagsmasi ayni zamanda Tiirkiye'deki
balik ig¢ilerinin bir kismini ¢ogunlukla enformel bicimde proje bazli/gecici ulus-
lararasi go¢men isciye doniistirmektedir.

Diger yandan bu siire¢ kiiciik balik¢ilarin is¢ilesmesini hizlandirarak, ulus-
lararasilagsmig endiistriyel balik¢i teknelerinin yedek isgiiciinii olusturacaktir. Bu
acidan balik iscilerinin giivencesiz ¢alisma bigimlerini, balik¢iliktaki calisma ilig-
kilerinin yapisini, somiirii iligkilerini agiga cikaran, orgiitlenme olanaklarini tarti-
san caligmalarin yapilmasi, bu sektorde calisma iligkilerinin, emegin ve emek sii-
recinin goriiniir kilinmasi son derece 6nemlidir. Ciinkii balik¢ilik sektorii, calisma
iligkileri, 6rgiitlenme, is¢i saghg ve giivenligi, sosyal giivenlik acisindan goriinme-
yen bir alan olarak varhigini devam ettirdikce somiirii iliskilerini de derinlestir-
mektedir.
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In Lieu of Introduction:
Fisheries in Turkey as a New Field of Capital Accumulation

As a social scientist, a few questions that need to be answered were facing me
when I decided to start a study focusing on fisheries in Turkey: How and with
what concepts can we study fisheries? Do capitalist relations of production and
dynamics shape fisheries as they do in the other subsectors of agriculture? How do
property relations, social differentiation, gender relations and labor exploitation
occur in fisheries? Fisheries are mostly ignored in the discussions regarding the
transformation of agriculture in Turkey and even in the world. However, agricul-
ture includes crop production, animal husbandry, forestry and aquaculture produ-
ction. The capitalist transformation of agriculture is altering and transforming all
these sub-sectors of agriculture. The fishing sector has been attracting attentions
as a new field of capital accumulation for the last twenty years. On the one hand,
the rapidly developing aquaculture, and on the other hand, vertical and horizon-
tal integrations in the sector, and finally the internationalization of companies in
the fishing sector (firms engaged in fish feed and aquaculture production and ha-
ving industrial fishing boats) necessisates the fishing sector to be analyzed within
the framework of capitalist relations and dynamics.

Endless pursuit of capital accumulation requires the expansion of the fron-
tiers of commodity. This can be achieved through two strategies. The first is the
commoditization of new resources and new places [“commodity widening”], by
shifting to new fields that have not yet been exploited and therefore with high
profitability from fields where resources have reduced and profitability has decre-
ased, while the second is the appropriation of more ecological residues by inten-
sifying technology in the same field [“commodity deeping”] (Ertor 2016; Ertor and
Ortega Cerda 2017). In Turkey, the concentration in the aquaculture sector and the
the engagement of industrial fishing boats in marine fishing on the African coasts

1 This text is a version of the article entitled “New Expatriates Of The Black Sea: Turkish Fishworkers
in Mauritania” published in Memleket Siyaset Yonetim Dergisi, issue 31, updated and shortened by the
author for this book.
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in the last seven years appear to be the implementation of commodity widening
and commodity deepening strategies (Ertdr 2016; Ertér and Ortega-Cerda 2017;
Campling 2012).

Rapid return rates of investments, richness of the potential due to the low exp-
loitation of water resources, cheapness of labor and high export potential are em-
phasized in the analysis of the aquaculture sector (Para 2014). While aquaculture,
considered as the “blue revolution” and “the fastest growing form of agriculture” in
the world (Clark&Clausen 2008: 104), started in the second half of the 1980s and
was carried out by coastal family businesses until the last ten years, companies
which grew into oligopolies with big capital investements have started to domina-
te the sector after limitations imposed by a governmental communication issued
in 2007 (Ertor 2016: 61). While both marine and territorial aquaculture facilities
have doubled in number in the last 20 years, the total production capacity has
increased approximately by 10 times from 50 thousand tons to 517 thousand tons
per year (TUIK 2022).

Since fishmeal and fish oil contents in the feeds used in aquaculture are at
high levels, many farmed species require more wild (marine) fish than their own
mass. An average of 1.9 kg of marine fish is needed per kilogram of most preva-
lent farmed fish in the world (Nayor et al. 2000: 1019). For this reason, there is a
discussion of sustainability in aquaculture production due to the increase in farm
fish production, overfishing of natural fish stocks in the seas, and a decrease in the
numbers of the fish that marine fish can feed on. On the other hand, it is argued
that farming facilities lead to a reduction in the number of natural sea creatures
by distroying their natural habitats and because of other ecological effects (Nayor
et al. 2000:1019)

With the intensification of capitalist relations and dynamics in Turkish fish-
eries, there has been a shift between marine fishing and acquaculture production
(Figure 1). The total amount of marine fish caught in Turkey decreased from 627
thousand tons in 1995 to 291 thousand tons in 2020, with a 54% total decrease.
Contrary to this significant decrease in the amount of the harvested marine fish,
aquaculture production increased from 21 thousand tons to 421 thousand tons,
increasing by 1900% between the same years. Since 2017, the amount of harvested
marine fish has lagged behind the aquaculture production every year, and aqua-
culture production has had a 59% share in total fish production in 2020.

The decrease in the diversity and amount of the fish in Turkish has forced
the rapidly accumulating fishing capital with industrial fishing boats (seines and
trawler boats) and using advanced technology with high amounts of fixed capital
investments, to expand commodity frontiers and lead to its internationalization.
Mauritania is the most important of these new commodity fields.
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The Brand New Commodity Frontier of Fishing Capital: Mauritania

Within the framework of the African initiative, economic cooperation with Mau-
ritania has developed especially in the field of fisheries since 2011, and these ef-
forts of cooperation have been institutionalized between 2016-2018. 2018 was
quite important in terms of the relations between Turkey and Mouritania. Mauri-
tanian-Turkish Business Forum was held on February 28, 2018 with the participa-
tion of the representatives of capitalist circles from Turkey; and at the end of this
forum, seven agreements were signed between governments represented by the
Presidents of the Republic of Turkey and the islamic Republic of Mauritania in the
fields of fisheries and marine economy, agriculture, mutual investment incentives,
tourism, mining, diaspora and education.

The process, which started with a seine boat from Turkey which went to the
coasts of Mouritania in 2015 for the first time, continued with 51 Turkish fishing
boats in 2018 and increased to 71 Turkish fishing boats in 2022 as a result of these
relations with Mauritania, particularly in the field of fishing. Today, nearly 1500
crew members work on more than seventy Turkish fishing boats off the coasts of
Mauritania. Investments of Turkish fishing capital in Mauritania appear in differ-
ent forms. These investments take different forms such as marine fishing by char-
tering boats in Mauritania, producing fishmeal/oil or purchasing such through
partnerships with companies in the fishing sector, and engaging in marine fishing
with the own seine and trawler boats of local companies producing fishmeal/oil,
by entering into special agreements with such. All Turkish companies and boats
have fishing licenses and quotas issued by the Mauritanian fishing authorities.
Some Turkish fishing vessels work for four Turkish-owned fishmeal/oil factories in
Mauritania, while others work for Chinese companies that have established more
than 10 fishmeal factories in Mauritania (Oztiirk 2017: 89).

Due to the decrease in marine fish stocks in Turkey, Mauritania’s rich fish re-
sources have led industrial fishers especially in the Black Sea region, turned to this
new commodity field. This expansion is often reflected in the national and local
press. The expressions of a boat owner who spoke to the local newspaper of Ordu
on the subject summarize the situation:

“The Black Sea no longer offers us a satisfying hunt. While the income of some
boats is good, it is bad for others. There is an excess of boats in the sea, the num-
ber of fishers is too high. Mauritania is on the coast of the Atlantic Ocean. We are
heading there for the first time and we are going to start a new fishing season. We
have made agreements. We are going to procure the harvested fish to fishmeal,
fish oil factories in gereral. There is permanent fishing there, we are not planning
a seasonal trip. Our boats will stay there. It is said that there is an abundancy of
fish there. We do not consider to come bach fort he fishing season that will start on
September, 1in Turkey. After all, there is an Ocean there; it is more productive than
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it is there. The Black Sea is not that promising for the upcoming seasons. (Ordu
Olay 25 November 2017)”

Differentiation in Turkish Fisheries:
Are Fishers Being Dispossessed and Proletarialized?

According to the 2020 data, the largest part of employment in fisheries in Turkey
consists of paid/share-holder crew members. The number of paid/share-holder
crew members (17.964) is 51% of the total employment (35.540). However, the
total employment number is reducing gradually. The total number of employment
which was about 46 thousand declined to 35 thousand by 23% in the last decade.
The rate of paid/share-holding crew members, that is the workers, in the total
employment number is increasing. Workers constitute 51% of the total employ-
ment number in the fisheries according to 2020 data. The most important source
of employment for these fishery workers are the seine boats, each employing 20-
40 crew members.

The number of boats smaller than 10 metres in length have decreased in the
last 15 years and 1in every 5 boats fell out of the sector. Likewise, fishers that can be
defined as midsize, having a boat smaller than 20 metres in length, but bigger than
10 metres, have been withdrawing from the fishing sector both in Turkey in gene-
ral and in Eastern Black Sea in particular. Midsize fishers in Turkey in general have
decreased by 25% in Turkey, and 34% in Eastern Black Sea in the last 15 years. On
the other hand, the number of boats larger than 30 metres in length is not decrea-
sing but increasing. This is more explicit in Eastern Black Sea. In this regard, it can
be predicted that small and midsize fisheries will drop behind and dissolve while
industrial/commercial fisheries, which can be considered as capitalist fisheries,
will become more dominant, and the capitalization trends in the fishing sector
will increase in Turkey. An interview we made with the owner of a 38-metres seine
boat gives the signs of such trend.

“We are fishers for three generations. My father had a 20-metre boat, and than
we upgraded to a 34-metre one; I had a share in it. And now, I have a 38-metre one
of my own. I am very positive about the future of the fishing sector. Fishing is a
promising job. I have never lost money in fishing. But I am investing in it, this is
my job. That is, I am a businessman. My boat is somehow my factory; that is why
I have to renew the technological equipment constantly. I have workers working
for me. I am employing 35-40 workers in total only on the boat; I employ people;
that is we work for the good of the country. And, our product is the fish we catch.
In the future, we are willing to establish a canned fish factory and focus on export.”
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Table 1. Fishing Boats According to Length, 2005-2020

Turkey Eastern Black Sea

2005 2010 2015 2020 2005 2010 2015 2020

>10 15551 14067 12536 12048 4152 2905 3275 3399
(10 - 11.9) 926 728 451 688 138 110 76 17
(12-14.9) 649 603 373 514 105 70 25 33
(15-19.9) 443 420 277 290 54 52 36 45
(20-29.9) 598 609 463 448 138 175 137 138
30 + 229 223 240 255 68 76 87 107

Toplam 18396 16650 14340 14243 4655 3388 3636 3839

Small and midsize fishers which withdraw from the fishing sector often face
with the options of working on industrial fishing boats as crew members (prole-
tarianization) and/or migrating. Indeed, a few studies made in this field in Turkey
observed the processes of proletarianization (Ulukan 2016; Knudsen and Kocak
2011; Knudsen vd. 2010). It is predictable that this differentiation in fisheries will
continue increasingly in the process of the development and deepening of capita-
list relations in Turkish fisheries. Therefore, it can expected that these processes of
the internationalization of the Turkish fishing sector capital by widening its com-
modity frontiers and increasing offshore fishing opportunities, and proletariani-
zation will overlap. Decrease in employment opportunities on industrial fishing
boats in Turkey with the recession in marine fishing forced labourers in the fishing
sector to work on seine boats in Mauritania. The field research we conducted reve-
als that a significant part of the empleyees on industrial fishing boats are semi- or
fully depossessed fishers who once had their own small fishing boats.

“The vocation of fishing has died off now... If you harvest fish with such big
boats with sonars on them, we will end up like this... they didn’t leave fish in the
sea... small scale fishers have been ruined entirely... look, I had an 8-metre boat, bu
I never go out fishing anymore, it isn’t enough for fishing... What can you do? You
leave it or you are obliged to work on a seine boat as a crew member... But you can’t
make money on those seine boats either... The fishing season started in September
and it ended in before January all of a sudden... But now, we are going to another
country whose name I've never heard, we are fishing in Mauritania... (51 years old,
crew member)”
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Labour Process in Fishing: “Not Work but War!”

Crew members to work on seine or trawl boats in Turkey find a boat to work on
through the medium of worker agencies called as “kocareis” (big captain). This
is true for the boats in Mauritania as well. Big captains gather a team of 20-30
workers on average according to the size of the boat for the seine boat they agree.
Each seine boat has a big captain and these big captains go to Mauritania with
the crew to stand over them. While big captains are in charge of the organization
of the workers on the boats on one hand, they are mediators between the boat
owner/company and the workers as well. However, the relation between the big
captain and the workers is generally informal and is based on trust. A written con-
tract is not entered into between workers who go to Mauritania to work, and the
big captains of the boat/company owners. This informality may sometimes cause
forfeitures on the side of fishing workers.

There is a hyerarchy on boats. While the captain (reis) of the boat is on the top
of this hyerarchy, the big captain, who is in charge of all the fishing workers, comes
next. While the boat owner/s are usually the captains of the seine boats in Mauri-
tania, there are sometimes paid captains in companies with bigger capitals. There
is also a hyerarchy between different forms of labour according to the quality of
the work done on a seine boat. Accordingly, the positions of a boater (bot¢u), cap-
staner (1rgatcl), engine driver (motorcu), cook (as¢t), and washer (palact) are the
most qualified and the most critical.” Apart from these, those who work in posi-
tions that require less qualifications and experience can be defined as deck work-
ers/crew members. These workers are usually engaged in work such as throwing
the nets into the sea, drawing them back, transferring the fish from the nets to
the deck, cratering the fish, etc.. When we examine all this work organization and
hierarchy, industrial fishing boats and factories are similar to each other in terms
of production relations and working relations. Working as a fisherman on indus-
trial fishing boats is considered one of the most dangerous jobs in the world. In
addition to long working hours, short resting periods, dangerous and heavy work,
Turkish fish workers working in Mauritania also struggle with unfamiliar climatic
conditions.

Fishing is a very difficult and dangerous industry. In international studies, fish-
ing is considered as one of the sectors where dangerous and fatal accidents can
be seen most prevalently (Matheson et al. 2001: 305; Jin and Thunberg 2005: 524;
Georgianna and Shrader 2008: 28) and it is even described as the most dangerous
in some studies (Chauvin and Le Bouar 2007: 79; Drudi 1998: 3). A recent study
conducted in Turkey in this field argues that the fishing industry is the most dan-

2 Boaters are the crew members who control the assistive boats attached to the poop of the seine boat
during fishing; capstaners operate the hydrolic or mechanical capstaners on which the steel ropes/wires,
required for gathering, shrinking the bottom of the seine net, are wounded. Washers organize the over-
boarding and recollecting of the net by the netting team on the poop of the boat. See also, (Ulukan, 2016).
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gerous sector in terms of fatal occupational accidents in Turkey. In this research,
covering the years 2013-2019, mining, construction and transportation sectors,
which are among the most risky activities in this seven-year period, lagged behind
fisheries and aquaculture in terms of the number of deaths per accident. It has
been determined that it is approximately 50% more than the average of Turkey
(Soykan 2021: 540). The existence of informal and insecure working conditions
further increases the severity of the risks of work accidents and occupational dis-
eases. The fact that almost all of the fishing workers in the interviews stated that
they had witnessed at least one work accident on the boats they worked in Mauri-
tania revelas the magnitude of this problem.

In Lieu of Conclusion

The decrease in natural fish stocks and diversity in the transformation process in
Turkey’s fisheries in favor of aquaculture causes a decline in marine fisheries in
Turkey. This, on the one hand, causes the acceleration of the proletarianization of
small scale fishers, and leads to a decrease in employment/income opportunities
in industrial fishing activities in Turkish seas, on the other hand. The decrease in
relative ecological productivity conditions in Turkey has pushed fishing capital to
seek new commodity frontiers over the last few years. With the agreements made
with the “African Opening” policy of the state, the relatively more productive fish
resources of Mauritania have been determined as the new commodity field for
the last five years. Besides, it can be expected that the decline in the fish stocks in
Turkey will continue, and that industrial fishing boats will spread to other coastal
countries of Africa (Congo, Mauritius, Nigeria, etc.) in the future, with the newly
signed and planned agreements with this expansion. This brings along the fact that
seasonal fishing workers working in the fishing season from September 1 to April 15
or the tuna fishing season from May to June, work as workers in different countries
as industrial fisheries in Turkey spread to other countries. Therefore, the interna-
tionalization of fishing capital also transforms some of fishing workers in Turkey
into project-based/temporary international migrant workers, mostly informally.

On the other hand, this process will accelerate the proletarianization of small
scale fishers and create a reserve army of labour for internationalized industrial
fishing boats. In this respect, it is extremely important to carry out studies that
reveal the precarious working styles of fishing workers, the structure of labor re-
lations in fisheries, exploitation relations, and discuss the possibilities of organi-
zation, and to make labor relations, labor and labor process visible in this sector.
Because, as the fishing industry continues its as an invisible field in terms of labor
relations, organization, worker health and safety, and social security, it also deep-
ens exploitation relations.
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Dalgalar, izler ve Sesler
Sevilay Refika Kadioglu

Hopa limanin kargisina alan, 280 yillik heybetiyle bizleri kucaklayan Ali Riza
Bey Konagrndan sesleniyorum sizlere... Konak, tiim heybetiyle yaz1 yazdiran,
sarki soyleten, iclendiren ve umut veren bir ahsap yapi Adinin “Ali Riza Bey
Konag1” oldugunu séyleyip gecmeyecegim elbette. Insa edilirken deniz kiyisinda
olan ve muhtemelen sert kayalarin iizerine kurulu bu tarihi yapi, Artvin'in Hopa
ilcesindeki Liman mevkiinde bulunuyor. Geleneksel Laz mimarisinin izlerini
tastyan, dogaya uyumlu insa edilmis olan bu konak bugiine kadar korunmus.
Konaga son halini veren ve restorasyonunu yapan Miimtaz Ural'n ani vefatiyla,
konagin varisi aile bolgeden ayrilmis. Konak, simdi yeni emanetcileri olan Noveli
(Noveli Kiiltiir Sanat Mekani) ailesinin giivenli ellerinde, bir kiiltiir sanat mekéni
olarak yasatilma cabasinda. Noveli catis1 altinda Gola goniilliileri Tamer ve Caner
Karatas ile konagin icinde sanatsal iiretimler yapmaya hazirlaniyoruz. Kisacasi
Noveli; deniz sarkilar soylemek icin o kadar ideal bir yer ki; anlatamam. Biliyor
musunuz, konak yapildiginda deniz kiyisindaymis. Ve bulundugu zemin oldukga
sert bir kayalikmis. Konakla ilgili sohbetlerimizde konag1 sordugumuz kaynak
kigiler, konagin yan iki cephesinde ve ayni hizada karsilikli olarak bulunan kapilar
icin; “...Eskiden gemilerle gelen korsanlar 6zellikle erkek cocuklarim kagirirmus.
Bu yiizden deniz tarafina bakan kapidan korsan gemilerini gozlerler ve korsanlari
goriince de ¢ocuklar dag tarafindaki diger kapidan arka bahgeye ¢ikarip, tepenin
ardinda bulunan ve denizden goziikmeyen diger konaga kagirr, orada saklarlarmus.
Orasi denizden gozitkmezmis...” diye anlatmamig miydi?

[lk online konserimi -hem de deniz temali- ve yanimda Giinegin (Aydemir)
olmadan yaptigim ilk' informansimi heyecan ile konakta vermis oldum.

Gola ekibi ile senelerdir, adina bazen “Dogu Karadeniz”, bazen “Kackar Dag-
lar1 Etekleri“ dedigimiz, “Rize” veya “Artvin” dedigimizde tam adresi agiklayama-
yan, hem ¢ok ait oldugumuz hem de icerde olmakta zorlandigimiz cografyamiza
bakmaya, tanimaya, anlamaya ve anladiklarimizi paylagmaya ¢alistyorduk. Ancak
sira bir tiirlii deniz olarak KaraDENiZ’e bakmaya gelmemisti. Yesil Yayla Festivalini
yaptigimiz yillarda, her sene tematik olarak caligmistik: Kirsal mimari, dereler, bit-
kiler, taglar, inekler, meyveler, geri doniisiim ve imece... Her y1l festival 6ncesinde

1 informans hakkinda daha ayrintili bilgi icin: https://eksisozluk.com/informans--6265111
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bir sonraki yilin temasini belirleme toplantilarinda bazen denizden bahsederdik.
“Deniz mi kald1 ki?”, “Nerden baslayacagiz ki!” gibi yaklasimlarla kendimizi bir tiir-
lit motive edemez, denizi tema olarak siraya alamazdik.

Koyu Yesil podcast serisinin® boliimii i¢in Nesrin Algan ile kayit alan Ozlem'in
(Sendeniz) ofise gelip “Muhtesem bir soylesi oldu, bilmedigimiz bilgilerle dolu.
Nesrin Hoca denize, hi¢ bakmadigim yerlerden bakmami sagladi. Kurgularken na-
sil kisaltacagim simdi?” sézleriyle deniz tizerine kalp carpmtilarimiz yeniden bas-
lad. Giinkii Ozlem kendi yaptig1 bir is hakkinda boyle konusuyorsa belli ki durum
oldukca 6zeldir.

Kiymetli arkadaglarim Fatma (Geng) ve Ozlem (Sendeniz) ilk elden alanda ¢a-
lisan isimlere ulasma calismalarina basladilar. O kadar islenmemis, yarim kalmis
ya da sozii tamamlanmamus bir aland ki deniz olan Karadeniz, 6ncelikle yapila-
cak calistayda bilgi tiretimi icin bir program olusturdular. Sonrasinda da her za-
manki gibi sanatsal etkinlikler tasarlandi. Gola ailesi olarak séztimiizii paylasirken
bilginin ve sanatin ortaklagtig1 yollar1 kullanmayn tercih ediyoruz. Iste bu hikayede
bana deniz sarkilar1 derleyip séyleme gorevi diistii. Ne de iyi oldu. Boylelikle ben
de kendimle beraber dinleyicilere sarkilar araciligiyla deniz ve insan arasindaki
bag1 ve hikayelerini aktarmaya ciiret etmis oldum.

Birinci sarkim

Deniz sarkilar1 deyince elbette aklima gelen ilk sarki bu degildi. Bu ezginin 6gren-
digim ilk hali (bence orjinali) Lazca idi bu ezginin, igzali do Igzali... diye baglar
hani, bir sevda sarkisidir. Bir yerinde hatta soyle der:

“...e kaigi kaigi

sevda skimi nay igi

mendigi-na mendigi

haso mo var momigi...”

Ey kayik, kayik...Sevdami nereye gotiirdiin? Hadi gotiirdiin gotiirdiin, neden

boyle getirmedin? (benden taraf)” Yine de ben hemen deniz ile baglayan (icerik
uygunlugu) Tiirkce halini soylemek istedim.

“Denizde kararti var, bu gelen kayik midur,

Ben ozledum yarumi aglasam/soylesam ayip midur.
Oy dumanlar dumanlar, hep daglari sardunuz,
Yuregumun derdini bilsenuz aglardunuz.

Karardi Karadeniz, tasti bu yana tasti.
Haber verun yarume gozlerum doldi tasti.

2 ilgili bdlime podcast uygulamalari ve Gola Dernegi’nin youtube kanalindan ulasmak miimkiin: Koyu
Yesil / Bélim 5 - Nesrin Algan ile Bir Deniz Olarak Karadeniz’e Bakmak.
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Gemi mil ilen olur, sevda dil ilen olur,
Giizeller coktur ama meyil birine olur.”

Kim bilir hangi sularda hangi giizellere séylenmisti bu canim anonim ezgiler...
Kim bilir hangi sularda hangi giizellere séylenmisti bu canim anonim ezgiler...

Informansa hazirlanirken repertuarimda ¢ok da deniz sarkisi olmadigim
farkettim. Acaba Lazlar daha ¢ok daglara, yaylalara, goc yollarina, giinese, aya® nu
destani svylemiglerdi?

Deniz’e bakmak

Hocamiz Nesrin Algan caligtayda yaptig1 sunumunda, caz sanatcis1 Kerem Gor-
sev’in Karadeniz bestesini yaparken “Dortlii ses aralig1” kullandigindan bahsetmis
ve s0yle devam etmigti:“...Karadeniz miiziginde bu esasmis, kemencede de tulum-
da da. Niye biliyor musunuz? Karadeniz'in dalgalar dortlitymiis ¢iinkii. Bu miizigi
etkilemis asirlar boyu ve geleneksel miizigi de, caz da ondan esinlenmis olmal”
Bu benim gibi Karadeniz'i iyi bildigini diigiinen biri i¢in ¢ok anlami bir bilgi. Deniz
bilimci olmasam da i¢inde dogdum en azindan. “Dortlii dalga nedir, bunu bir caz
miizisyenimiz sayesinde 6grendim...” diyerek, Golamn transdisipliner ¢alisiyor
olmasina gonderme yapip, Gola’y: tebrik etmisti.

Mustafa Aga hocamiz da dortlii dalga ile ilgili su yorumu yapmugti: “...Dogu
Karadeniz'in koyu, kizil dalgalar belirince motoru kiiciik teknelerle avlanan balik-
cilar, firtina korkusuyla bir an once cekeye erismek isterler, ancak dalgalar kiyiya
erigince balik¢ilar icin cekeye girmek hi¢ de kolay olmaz. Baslarlar dalgalar say-
maya bir, iki, ti¢ derken en biiyiik dalga tigtinciisiidiir. Dordiincii dalga ile siddet
kisa siireligine azalir ve balikgilar kendilerini ¢ekeye atarlar...”

Dortlii dalga tizerine, dikkatimi sarkilarda gecen dortlere cevirecegim. Kara-
deniz’in dort bir tarafi ¢evrili bir deniz olmasiyla ilintili oldugunu diisiiniirdiim
dortlii dalganin. Oysa ki dort yon, dort mevsim, dort element tizerine donmiiyor
ya yasam dongiisi...

Binlerce yillik otokton bir halk olan Lazlarin deniz ile kurdugu iligkiyi sar-
kilarda arayinca karsima yeni yeni detaylar ¢ikmigti. Hikéayeleri vard: sarkilarin.
Binlerce yildir sozlii kiiltiir aracihgyla, izleri az da olsa devam eden, bu kadim

3 Destani: Lazcada destanlar, Laz miizigi ve siirinde énemli bir yere sahiptir. Bireysel (ask, askerlik, gur-
bet, ayrilik, 6lim, yigitlik gibi) konulari ya da olaganiistii doga olaylarini ve toplumsal olaylari 6ykdleyici
bir yontemle anlatan Laz sozIU kiltirinin en yaygin siir ve ayni zamanda muzik tirtddr. Laz miziginde
destanlarin 6nceden disinilip pratigi yapilir. Dogaglama sdylenen diger miizik tirlerinden bu yoniyle de
ayrilir. Ayrica Lazcada destanlar ¢ogunlukla 11’li hece 6lglstne gore duzenlenir. Dortlikler halinde yazilir
ve kafiye uyumuna dikkat edilir. Her dortliikte tekrar eden bir misra bulunur. Bu da genellikle o destanin
ismi haline gelir. Birgok destanda “va moxeli si-ti var ixelare/ Beni mutlu etmedin sen de mutlu olmaya-
caksin” gibi kaliplagmig ifadeler kullanilr.
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dil acaba neler soylityordu? Ornegin Magxomesi Birapa / Balikginin Sarkisi bize
neler soyliiyor olabilirdi? S6zii ve miizigi Hasan Helimisi'ye ait sarki oldukga ilging

detaylar iceriyordu:*
Magxomesi Birapa Balik¢uun Sarkust
Gobugat parapati Dolayalim aglar
Dizdit moxtas xalati Cekin gelsin halat
Taroni varen pafi Hava kotii degil
Kesevigat mosati Cikaralim aglan
Dizdit bi¢epe Cekin ¢ocuklar
Mani-mani dizdit Cabuk cabuk ¢ekin
Yamo heyamo Yamo heyamo
Heyamoli yamo Heyamoli yamo
Dobibadi zogas jin Yaglandim denizin iistiinde
Hek bgurare komickin Orada 6lecegim biliyorum
Skurina ma var migun Korkum yoktur
Guri kapeti migun Yiiregim saglamdir
Amsei tuta va ren Bu aksam ay yok
Tani murungxi tani Aydinlat y1ldiz aydinlat
Cxomi dido p¢opina Cok balik tutarsam
Ganda migun ¢umani Davetim var yarin
Magxome zugas gulun Balik¢1 denizde gezer
Hek ulumcun, utanun Orda eder akgami sabahi
Qvasi upite skidun Aln teriyle yagar
Meragi ¢kar var ugun Bagka bir derdi yoktur.

Soz-Miizik: Helimigi Xasani

Helimisi Xasani'nin bu eseri denizde ge¢imlerini saglamak i¢in calisan balik-
cilarin yagsamlarina dair temalar icermektedir. Denizde yasam miicadelesini ve
deniz sevgisini anlatan bu eseri Helimisi Sovyetler Birliginde yasarken ortaya ¢1-
karmugtir. Sarkida gecen Parapati’nin Lazcada kalkan baligini yakalamak icin kul-
lanilan agin adi oldugunu da Helimigi Xasani vesilesi ile grenecektim. Ilk defa bu
sarkida karsima cikan bu kelime ile yerli bir halkin binlerce yillik yasam izlerin-
den bir kesite de ulagmis oldum. Gergi calistay sirasinda Mustafa Cag hocadan bu
aga, Giresun-Trabzon hattinda da “barabat ag1” dendigini 6grenmistik. Bu bilginin
teyidini almak i¢in ziyaret ettigim yash balikgi, sahil yolundan sonra kalkan bali-
gimin oldukca azaldigini bilgisini de verecekti. Ayrica sarkida gecen “heyamo ve

4 Hasan Helimisi 1907’de Ortahopa’da dogdugu bilinen, 1932’de komunizm riyasi i¢in Rusya’ya kagan,
aktivist, diistintir, mlzisyen, yazar, ressam. Helimisi’nin mezari istegi tizerine, Turkiye-Gircistan sinirindaki
Sarp kdyunun, Glrcistan tarafindadir. Her iki tarafi da gormektedir (Ali Riza Bey Konagi’nin Ortahopa’da
olma haline génderme yapmadan edemeyecegim).
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yamo” seslerinin kullanimi da ilgingtir. Ayn1 anda yapilmasi gereken islerde ortak
ritmi saglamak icin ¢ikarilan bu sesler; neredeyse biitiin Karadeniz cografyasinda
kullanilmaktadir. Yine sarkida, “davet” adiyla gecen eylem bir genliksi atmosfere
sahiptir. Sarkida, ¢ok balik yakalayan balik¢inin kutlanasi cogkusundan bahsedilir.

Limanlar, Fenerler, Vapurlar...

Oy Benum Sevdicegum oy!
Oy benum sevdicegum, oy, olur mi boyle keder
Of Siirmene yaylasi, on bes doktora bedel.

Trabzonun feneri oy iki defa doneyi

Geldi Ordi vapuri, limana mi gireyi?

Arakli’dan Yomra'dan oy, gel gidelum Pazar’a

Arakil'den Yomura'dan gel gidelum Pazar’a (iki versiyon da sdylenir)
Ben Pazar’da duramam, beni Rize'de ara

Ben Pazar'da duramam oy, Istanbullar'da ara.

Trabzon boyiik seher oy, doyamadum tadina

Uzaktan sevmek olmaz, gel yakina yakina.

Cikalim Soguksu'ya oy, bir eglence edelum

Geldi Ordi vapuri oy, Trabzon’a gidelim.

Trabzon limaninda oy, vapurlar dolasiyi

Yar akluma gelende, yiiregim alisiyi.

Not: Bu efsane sarkuun Magkalt Hasan Tunga ait oldugu ile, Hiiseyin Dilaver’in
derlemesi oldugu konusunda bilgiler egittir. Benim kisisel bilgim olmadigt igin kay-
naklaridaki bu iki bilgiyi de vermek isterim.

Kayitlarda sarkinin yeri Trabzon olarak geciyor. Trabzon; o kadar biiyiik ve
ozel bir sehir ki ismini séyleyip ge¢cmek oldukga zor. Trabzon limanlar, koylar,
vadileri ile her bir bolimiinde kadim kiiltiirlerin izlerini sirtinda tasiyor. Sarkida
ismi gegen vapurlari, limanlari ve fenerleri ne zaman duysam, Karadeniz'e bakip
icerlerim, simdi neredeler diye... Balik¢1 barinaklar da artik yok ne yazik ki. Biitiin
balike1 barmaklari, balik¢ kooperatifleri tarafindan yapilan tek tiplestirilmis go-
riintiileri, tek renk catilari ile bulundugu yerde yasayan insanlarin adeta yazlik-ak-
samlik yerleri olarak kullanilmaktadir. Hatirlarsaniz bu amac dig1 kullanim talebi
yiiziinden sikca kavgalar ¢ikmakta, mahkemelere gidilmekte hatta cinayetler is-
lenmektedir.5 “Barmaklar Balik¢ilara Verilsin” diye kampanyalar diizenlenmekte-

5 Gikan kavgalarin sebepleri arasinda yeni yapilan barinaklarin para karsiligi satilmasi, alan kisilerin yazlik
gibi kullaniyor olmalari ve hatta sonrasinda burasi balik kokuyor diye sikayet ediyor olmalari gosterilebilir.
Yine bir balik¢idan, Trabzon’daki bir vakada, liks teknesiyle barinagin iginde tatilcilerin, sabaha karsi balik-
tan dénen motorun sesi igin balikgi ile kavga ettigini dinlemistim.
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dir. Bildigim kadanyla, balik¢ilarin ihtiyaclarina gore, kendilerinin yaptig1 bar-
naklarm sonuncusu Hopa'da. Bunun sebebi heniiz yenisinin ingaatinin bitmemis
olmasi. Dogu Karadeniz'de (belki de tiim diinyada) geleneksel balik¢iligin kaderi-
nin gercekten nereye gidiyor oldugunu 6ngérmek pek miimkiin degil. $imdilerde
sahipsiz bulduklar1 denize musallat olduklar kafes balik¢ilig1 konusuna hig girmi-
yorum. Bu hiiziin bir bagka deniz sarkisin1 aklima getirecekti: “Lazi do mzoga” /
Deniz ve Laz. Batum'da Laz kiiltiirii {izerine yiiriittiigiimiiz bir saha ¢calismasinda
karsima ¢ikan bu sark, i¢ten 6viinmeli hali ile sahip oldugu tist bakisindan ra-
hatsiz oldugum bir gark: idi. Hatta bu yiizden albiimiime de koymak istemedim.
Farkli sozlerle miizigini birlestirip birazdan bahsi gececek olan bagka bir deniz
hikayesini yorumlamigtim. Ne olursa olsun Laz ve deniz garkisi, bir halkin denizle
kurdugu iligki acisindan ipuclari ile doluydu.

Lazi do Mzuga Laz ve Deniz

N3as oputxuni nomzkun kazepes, Gokyiiziinde u¢mak kazlara yakisir,
Kazigen kai mis aputxinen? Kazdan daha iyi kim ucabilir.

Cxomi o¢opinu nomgzkun Lazepes Balik avlamak lazlara yakisir,

Lazigen kai mis aopinen? Lazdan daha iyi kim balik avlayabilir?
Man Lazi vore, mzugas jin virdi, Ben Lazim, denizde biiytidiim.
Ugamzugasi skurna var migun Karadenizden korkum yok.

Muko vi¢kidi, muko viskidi, Ne kadar bogugsam, ne kadar bogulsam
Skrunagen dido qoropa migun Korkudan ¢ok sevgim vardir.

Karadeniz'e verilen isimlerin yer aldig1 listede, 4000 yasinda, kaybolma, yok
olma tehlikesi altindaki Lazcada deniz anlamina gelen Ucamzuga / Karadeniz ke-
limesini gérmek beni etkilemisgti.

Denize Bakmak...

Ben 2000 yilinda ilk defa Sarp sinir kapisindan gegtim. Sonraki yillarda hizla de-
gisen haline ragmen hafizamda agaclarin golgesindeki kdy meydani, hagapurinin
dayanilmaz lezzeti, yanina ikram edilen el yapimi1 armut suyu, denizin kokusu ve
Tiirkiye tarafindan geldigimiz icin sevingle ve giiler yiizle kargilayan dost yiizler
bulunuyor. “Lazi do mzuga” sarkisini da bu gidislerimden birinde derlemigtim.

Sarp koyiinde deniz kiyisi bir ressamin fircasindan ¢ikmug gibi idi. Kiy1 boyu
irili ufakl kayalar ve kayalarin tizerinden seving ¢igliklar atarak denize atlayan
cocuklar vardi. Benim i¢in en yeni duygu ise herkesin Lazca konusuyor ve Tiirkce
bilmiyor olmastydi.

Bir Helimigi Xasan siiri olan Kvaomxaze, Sarpuli (Sarpl) miizisyen ibrahim

6 https://www.change.org/p/bal%C4%B1k%C3%A7%C4%B1-bar%C4%B1lnaklar%C4%B1-y%C4%B-
1k%C4%B1Imas%C4%B1n
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Abdulushi'nin bestesiyle can bulup harika bir sarkiya doniigmiistii. Albiimiimde”
soylerken de her soyleyisimde duygulanirim. Sarp’ta dogup, Sarp’da hayatini siir-
diirmiigtii Ibrahim Amca. Onu gérmeye gittigimiz ziyaretlerimizin birinde, kafa-
tasini ve burun yiiksekligini 6lcen devlet gorevlisinin adini “Sen Giirciisiin, artik
adin Ilia Abduladze” diyerek degistirdigini gozleri dolu dolu anlatmamig miydi?
Senelerce derlemeler icin gidip geldigim bugiin Giircistan denen topraklarda
aradigimiz neyin ipucu idi? Tiirkiye'de hepimiz Tiirk, Giircistan'da hepimiz Giir-
cii degil miydik? Devleti olmayan halklarin hikayeleri hep hiiziinlii mi yazilirdi?
Sart miyd: birarada yagsayabilmek icin gri ve koseli binalardan yonetilmek... Tim
farkliliklarimizla birarada yasayamaz miydik?

Iste Kvaomxaze, deniz kiyllarinda denizin i¢inde bulunan, yiizyillarca belki
balik¢ilara ve denizde yiizenlere bulugma adresi olmug ve orada yasayan halk
tarafindan isimlendirilmis kayalardan biri. Kim bu adi vermigti, neden bu adi
vermisti bilinmez, ama bilinen su idi ki ad1 vardi ve kéyde yasayan irili ufaklh
herkesin anilarinda da karsihgi...

Cocuklugumuzda nerede yiizdiigiimiizii bilebilsinler diye; denize “Dutxesi
kva” gidiyorum geklinde adeta adres verirdik. Herkes bilirdi hangisinin hangi kaya
oldugunu. Ne yazik ki sahil otoyolu ile o kayalarin tizerinden otoban gecti ve biitiin
anilarimizi aldi gotiirdii.

Kvaomxaze kayasini ben gordiim, kenarinda ytizdiim. Ve onun da artik iizerin-
den otoban geciyor. O da denizin doldurulmasina kurban gitti. Dogay1 hic gozet-
meden, onun akigina sayg1 géstermeden yapilan insaatlar bugiiniimiizii de, gelece-
gimizi de yutuyor...Kimi yol, kimi HES, kimi beton koprii, kimi bina ingaatlari ile...

Kvaomxaze

E Kvaomxaze mod var ibadi? Ey Kvaomxaze neden yaglanmazsin?
Miginarei ma hele mozkedi? Hele bir bak ki taniyacak misin beni?
Gomaneri bere dovicumadi Diinkii ¢cocuk, bugiin artik yaglandim
Mcvesi yeris kodgir e Kvaomxaze Sen eski yerinde durursun e Kvaomxaze
Si kvasgi re do vagigun derdi Sen tastan oldugun icin yoktur derdin
Ma ordo dobivi kogisi gverdi Ben bu yasta oldum yarim adam

Skan kala migutu didopes medi Seninle bir¢oklari i¢in umudum vardi
Va maxvenes mutu e Kvaomxaze Hig bir sey yapamadik ey Kvaomxaze

Mzogak si gcaxums ser do ndgaleri ~ Deniz gece giindiiz dover seni

3karis kodolodgir panda goleri Suyun i¢inde, her zaman 1slak durursun
Mzogas yalis gyozker tutaste seris Ayisiginda deniz kenarindan bakarsin,
Var iktire si e Kvaomxaze Degismezsin sen, ey Kvaomxaze...

7 Ar Lazi Oxorca adiyla 2012 yilinda, EKA adiyla ¢ikardigim albiim. Albimde 7 tane lazca sarki
bulunmakta. Bir aktivist olarak, anadilinin sonradan da 6grenilebilecegi mesajini vermek hem
de kadin sesinden sarkilari aktarmak istedigim igin albim yapmistim.
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Mzoga isumasi xolo si gcaxums Deniz 6fkelendiginde yine seni déver
Qvinas ixepek ako na ksatxums Soguk riizgarlar seni titretir,

Tibu kalasikti panda gokpatxums Meltem riizgarlar seni sarsar,

Mot va ibader si e Kvaomxaze Neden yaglanmazsin ey Kvaomxaze...

Soz: Helimisi Xasani
Miizik: [brahim Abdulusi

Karkalaki...

Hikéyesi doganin dongiisiinii ve bu dongiiniin bir parcas: olarak yasayan yerli
halklarin yagsam bicimlerini anlatan bu sarkiyr anlatmadan gegmeme imkan yok
elbette...

Binlerce yillik bir yagamin izlerini buldugumuz sarkilardan biri karkalaki...

Karkalaki; yogun yagmurlarda dogadan kopan agaclari, agac dallarmin ortak
adi, dere aracihigiyla derelerin denizlere kavustugu dereagzina (mzoga pici) tasi-
nan dallara verilen isim.

Dogu Karadeniz'de yasayan yerli halklar, yagmurdan ve riizgarh giinlerden
sonra sirtlarinda sepetleri ile deniz kenarina inerler (inerlerdi). Bu kendiliginden
olugan ortam bir sosyallesme ritiielidir. Kizlarin ve erkeklerin birbirlerini rahatca
gorebildikleri nadir sosyal ortamlardandir (diigiin, cenaze, imece vb. gibi). Dere
agzindaki bu kurumus tahtalar/karkalaklar 6nce biraraya getirilir. Kimsenin sec-
tigini kimse almasin diye iizerine tag konur. Herkes {izerinde tas olan tahta parca-
sin1 almamasi gerektigini bilir. Yazilmanug bu kurallar zinciri sorunsuz uygulanir.
Sepetlere doldurulan karkalakiler yakacak odun olarak kullanilmak iizere taginur.
Cocuklugumuzda dedemizin anlattig1 orman masallar vardi. Orada gecen bahis-
te dedem, ormana giderken diger agaclar iirkmesin diye baltanin agzin1 mendille
kapatan dedesini anlatmamig miyd1? Hangi agacin ve ne zaman kesilecegine koy-
de yasayan ve dogal kanaat 6nderi olan biiyiikler biraraya gelip, birbirine danigip
karar vermiyor muydu? Iste o dedelerin 1sinmak icin doganmin biraktiklarimi (kar-
kalaki) toplamasine kadar da anlagilirdi. Karkalaki toplamak bir ritiiel demisgtik,
giiniimiizde pek de uygulanmayan bir ritiiel. Artik karkalaklarin dekoratif igler
yapmak icin tek titk toplandig1 goriiliiyor. Ben en son yaklagik ii¢ sene 6nce Firtina
Vadi’sinde Tolikceti (Duygulu) kéyiinde rastladim. Sevgili arkadagim rfan'in (Ca-
gatay) koytdiir. Orada dagdan dere ile gelen biiyiik bir kiitiik derenin kiyisina yas-
lanmuig ve takili kalmigti. Onu géren koyliiler hizla hareket edip, ip baglayip yukar
cekmeye calismiglardi. Takildig1 yerden kurtulup denize inerse, yukar: ¢ikarmak
da ayn bir maliyet olacakti. Hatta ayni giin konusmustuk; bazen de dagdan kesi-
len agaclarin dereye birakilip, agsagidaki koyde bekleyen bir grubun agacin yolunu
kesip aldiginu.... Her geyin pratigini ve kolaymni bulmak zorunda kalanlarin cograf-
yasy; Kackar Daglar1 Etekleri...
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Sarki soyle soyleyecek: “Laz kiz1 yiiriiyor, sepet ile karkalaki topluyor. Deniz
ile beraber sarki soyliiyor, yiireginde ise dertler dolu. Dalgalar kiyiya vurunca, su
tanecikleri giinesin altindaki boncuklar gibi serpiliyor. Odunlar getirip deniz kiyi-
sina y1g1yor,meltem riizgari ise hafif hafif esiyor. Dalgalar vuruyor Laz kiz1 karka-
laki topluyor, dalgalar vuruyor kizin ayaklarinmi adeta dalgalar yavag yavag oksuyor.”
Belki de dort dalgadir kim bilir?

Karkalaki Karkalak

Mzoga picis Lazi bozo goloqups Denizin agzinda Laz kiz1 yiirityor,
Tikinate karkalaki korobups Sepeti ile karkalak topluyor.

Mzogas nabirs guris derditi noqups ~ Denize sarki soyliiyos, yiire§inde dertler dolu
Karkalaki, karkalaki korobups Karkalak, karkalak topluyor,

Lazi bozok karkalaki korobups Laz kiz1 karkalak topluyor

Darga troxun mjorag moni gosabgaps Dalgalar kinliyor, giineg tanecikleri dagihyor.
Digka gimers mzogapicis elobgaps Odunlarn getirip deniz kiyisina yigiyor.
Kalasiti ¢ita-¢ita elabars Meltem riizgariz hafif hafif esiyor,
Karkalaki, karkalaki korobups Karkalak, karkalak topluyor

Lazi bozok karkalaki lzorobupsu Laz kiz1 karkalak topluyor.

Darga gyulun bozos kugxe ulokups ~ Dalgalar gelip, kizin ayagini yaliyor
Soz & Miizik: Saga Horava

Elimden geldigi kadar informansimda ve yazimda Trabzon'dan Giircistan’a li-
manlara, fenerlere, balik¢ilara, barinaklara deginmeye, sarkilarda deniz ve kiiltii-
riiniin izlerini bulmaya ¢alistim, yaklasik 20 senedir siiren Gola ile Dogu Karadeniz
yolculugumda 6grenmeye, anlamaya ve aktarmaya ¢alismaya devam ediyorum.

Mustafa Hoca'nin sundugu katkiy1 yazmadan edemeyecegim; “Sesinize, gon-
lintize ve heyecanimza saghk” dedikten sonra, Giresun ve Trabzon'da denizde
odun toplamaya gitmek eylemine “kargalaga gitmek” dendigini séylemigti. Hemen
ardindan tabi Nesrin Algan hocamiz da “...Karkalaki; Romeyka dilinde olgunlag-
mamig ham meyve demek” diyerek ekleme yapmugt.
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I am now speaking in Ali Riza Bey Mansion, which is right across the Hopa port
and embraces us with its 280-year-old majesty. The mansion, with all its grandeur,
is a wooden structure that makes people write, sing, appeal and give hope. Of
course, it is not possible to say that its name is “Ali Riza Bey Mansion” and not to
mention the mansion. This historical structure, which was on the seaside when it
was built and probably built on hard rocks, is located in the Harbor Area of Hopa
district of Artvin. The mansion, which was built in harmony with nature, bearing
the traces of traditional Laz architecture, has been preserved until today. After the
sudden death of Miimtaz Ural, who made the restoration that gave the mansion
its final form, his family left the region. Now, their new trustee, Noveli (Noveli Cul-
ture and Art Place) family, keeps it in their safe hands. Together with Gola volun-
teers Tamer and Caner Karatas, we are getting ready to make artistic productions
inside the mansion. In short, Noveli; it is such an ideal place to sing sea songs... Do
you know, the mansion was on the seaside when it was built. And the ground on
which itislocated is a very hard rocky one. In addition, the first people we asked in
our conversations about the mansion told us about the doors on the two sides of
the mansion and on the same level, “... In the past, the pirates who came with the
ships kidnapped especially the boys. For this reason, they would watch the pirate
ships from the door facing the sea, and when they saw the pirates, they would take
the children out of the other door on the mountain side to the backyard. And they
took them into the other mansion behind the hill and hid them there. It was not
visible from the sea.”

Here, I gave my first online concert —it is sea themed- and my first informans'
with excitement, without Giinesin (Aydemir) by my side, again at the mansion.

It cannot explain the exact address saying “Rize” or “Artvin” to our geogra-
phy, so, with the Gola team for years we call it sometimes “Eastern Black Sea” and
sometimes “Kackar Mountains Foothills”. We were trying to look at our geography,
where we both belong and have difficulty in being inside, to know, to understand
and to share what we understood. However, it was not time to examine the Black
Sea as a sea. During the years we held the Yegil Yayla Festival we worked themati-

1 For more detailed info about informans: https://eksisozluk.com/informans--6265111
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cally every year; rural architecture, rivers, plants, stones, cows, fruits, recycling and
collaboration... We sometimes mention the sea at the meetings to determine the
themes for the next year, “Is there any sea left?” “Where do we begin!” With such
approaches, we could not motivate ourselves and put them in order as a theme.

Ozlem (Sendeniz), who record a podcast with Nesrin Algan for the broadcast
of Koyu Yesil* came to the office and said, “It was a wonderful conversation, full of
information we do not know. Nesrin teacher made me look at the sea from places
had never seen before. How am I going to shorten it while editing?” Herewith, our
heart palpitations over the subject SEA started. Because if Ozlem talks like that
about the work she does, obviously the situation is quite special...

My dear friends Fatma (Geng) and Ozlem (Sendeniz) started their efforts to
reach people working in the field. The Black Sea, which is a sea, was such an uncul-
tivated, undeveloped and unfinished area. First of all, they created a program for
knowledge generation in the workshop to be held. Afterwards, artistic activities
were designed as usual. In general, as the Gola family, we preferred to use the ways
in which knowledge and art intertwined while sharing our words. In this story, it
was my duty to compile and sing SEA songs. It was a good thing for me. Together
with myself, I dared to convey to the audience the bond and stories between the
sea and human beings through songs.

My First Song

Of course, when I said sea songs, this was not the first song that came to my mind.
The first version of this melody I learned (I think the original form) was Laz, it
starts with “igzali do igzali...” you know, it’s a love song. In one part of it, the words
like this;

“...e kaigi kaigi

sevda skimi nay igi

mendigi-na mendigi

haso mo var momigi...”

“Oh boat, boat... Where did you take my love? Well then, you took it away, why

didn’t you bring her back to me?” I wanted to say the Turkish version that starts
with the sea.

“The sea is dark, I can’t see what this thing that is coming, is it a boat?
I miss my love, is it a shameful thing if T cry?

Oh this fog, you always surrounded the mountains,

If you knew the pain of my heart, you would cry.

The Black Sea is dark, it has overflowed.

2 It is possible to reach the relevant episode on podcast applications and Gola Association’s youtube
channel: Koyu Yesil / Episode 5 - Looking at the Black Sea as a Sea with Nesrin Algan.
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Let my love to know, I shed tears a lot.
The ship moves with the mile, love moves with language.
There’s a lot of beautiful people around but love is with only one person.”

Who knows that these dear anonymous melodies were sung in which waters,
to which beauties...

While I was preparing for the informans, I realized that I didn’t have many sea
songs in my repertoire. I wonder whether the Lazs mostly sang their songs DES-
TAND to the mountains, plateaus, migration routes, the sun and the moon.

Looking at The SEA

In her presentation, our teacher Nesrin Algan mentioned that jazz artist Kerem
Gorsev uses a “quadruple tone” when composing his Black Sea piece. And she con-
tinued as follows: “...This is essential in Black Sea music, both in kemence and
tulum. Do you know why? Because the waves of the Black Sea were quadruple.
He thought that the traditional music that influenced this music and in jazz, one
should be inspired by this. This is very interesting information. I think I know the
Black Sea very well, although I am not an oceanographer, I was born in it, at least I
have such a habit. What is a quadruple wave, I learned it thanks to one of our jazz
musicians...” So, she referred to Gola’s multidisciplinary work and congratulated
Gola.

I find it right to add dear Mustafa Aca’s comment about the quadruple wave
here. “...When the dark, red waves appear in the Eastern Black Sea, the fishermen,
who are fishing with small boats, want to reach the fishing port as soon as possi-
ble for fear of the storm. However, when the waves reach the shore, it is not easy
for the fishers to enter the fishing port. They start counting the waves. One, two,
three... The largest wave is the third one. With the fourth wave, the wave mitigates
for a short time and the fishers throw themselves into the fishing port...”

On the subject of quadruple waves, I think I'll turn my attention to the four
in the songs. I used to think that it is related to the fact that the Black Sea is a
surrounded sea. In fact, the life cycle consists of four directions, four seasons, and
four elements.

When I searched for the relationship of the Laz, an autochthonous people

3 Destani: Laz epics have an important place in Laz music and poetry. It is the most common poetry and
also music genre of Laz oral culture, which tells about individual subjects (such as love, military service, ex-
ile, separation, death, bravery) or extraordinary natural and social events in a narrative way. In Laz music,
epics are thought and practiced beforehand. It differs from other types of improvised music in this respect.
In addition, epics in Laz are mostly arranged according to the 11-syllable measure. It is written in quatrains
and attention is paid to rhyme harmony. Each stanza has a repeating verse. This often becomes the title
of that epic. Many epics use stereotypical expressions such as “va moxeli si-ti var ixelare / You didn’t make
me happy, you won’t be happy either”.
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of thousands of years, with the sea, in songs, new details emerged. The songs
had stories. I wonder what this ancient language, whose traces have continued
for thousands of years through oral culture, was saying. For example, what could
Macgxomesi Birapa / The Fisher’s Song be telling us? The song, the lyrics and music
of which belonged to Hasan Helimisi, contained very interesting details:

This “mosa” means fishing net in Laz, I want to say it first.

Magxomesi Birapa Song of Fisher

Gobugat parapati Cast the fishing nets
Dizdit moxtas xalati Pull the rope

Taroni varen pafi The weather is good
Kegevigat mosati Take the fishing net
Dizdit bi¢epe Throw it

Mani-mani dizdit Quickly throw it

Yamo heyamo Yamo heyamo

Heyamoli yamo Heyamoli yamo

Dobibadi zogas jin I have grown old at sea.
Hek bgurare komickin I know I will die there.
Skurina ma var migun I have no fear

Guri kapeti migun My heart is strong

Amsei tuta va ren Tonight there is no moon
Tani murungxi tani Light up star, light up
Cxomi dido p¢opina IfIfishalot

Canda migun ¢umani Tomorrow I'll host people
Macxome zugas gulun A fisher lives in the sea
Hek ulumcun, utanun Fisher is in the sea every morning and evening
Qvasi upite skidun Live turn an honest penny
Meragi ckar var ugun Fisher has no other problem.

Lyrics and Music: Helimisi Xasani
parapati: The literal name of the large fishing net used to fish turbot.

This work of Helimisi Xasani includes themes about the lives of fishermen
working to make a living at sea. This work, which tells about the struggle for life
at sea and the love of the sea, was created while Helimisi was living in the Soviet
Union. ; I learned that the word “parapati” appears in the song is the fishing net
used to fish turbot in Laz language. With the word that appeared to me for the first
time in this song, I have reached a section of the thousands of years of life traces
of a local people. Although, during the workshop, we learned from Mustafa Cag
teacher that in the Giresun-Trabzon, it is also called Barabat fishing net. I visited
an old fisherman for confirmation; he also gave the information that turbot fish

173



174

Beyond the Land: Looking at the Black Sea as a Marine Environment

had decreased considerably after the coastal road. Also, the use of “heyamo and
yamo” sounds in the song is also interesting. These sounds, which are made to pro-
vide the common rhythm in the works that need to be done at the same time; it is
used in almost the entire Black Sea region. Again, the action, which is called “host”
in the song, has a festive atmosphere. It is about the celebration of the fisherman
who caught a lot of fish.

Ports, Lighthouses, Ferries...

Dear My Love

Oh dear my love, is there such grief?

Of Stirmene plateau is worth fifteen doctors.
Trabzon’s lighthouse turns in two times

The Ordu ferry has arrived and is out into the port?
From Arakli, from Yomra, let’s go to the Pazar
From Arafil, from Yomra, let’s go to the Pazar

I can't stay in the Pazar, look for me in Rize

I can't stay in the Pazar, look for me in Istanbul
Trabzon is the big city, I couldn’t get enough of it
You can'’t love from afar, come to my close.

Let’s go to Soguksu, organize a party.

Ordu ferry has arrived, let’s go to Trabzon.
Ferries float in Trabzon Port.

When I think of my love, I am keen on it.

Explanation: The information that this legendary song belongs to Mackali Hasan
Tung or the information that it is a compilation by Hiiseyin Dilaver are both available
in the virtual environment. Since I do not have personal information, I would like to
convey it this way.

The place of this legendary song is mentioned as Trabzon in the records. Trab-
zon; it is such a big and special city, so it is difficult to just say its name and not talk
about the city itself. It is a geographical area with so many ports, bays and valleys,
and each part of it bears the traces of ancient cultures. Whenever the names of the
ferries, ports and lighthouses mentioned in the song, I look at the Black Sea and
sigh where they are now. Unfortunately, there are no fishing ports anymore. All
the fishing ports are used as summer or evening places for the people living in the
place with their uniform images and single color roofs made by the fishery coop-
eratives. If you remember, frequently, fights break out, file a lawsuit and even mur-
ders are committed because of this demand for misuse*. Campaigns are organized
to “Give Fishing Ports to Fishers”. As far as I know, the last of the shelters built by

4 https://www.change.org/p/bal%C4%B1k%C3%A7%C4%B1-bar%C4%B1lnaklar%C4%B1-y%C4%B-
1k%C4%B1Imas%C4%B1n
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the fishermen according to their needs is in Hopa. The reason for this is that the
construction of the new one has not been completed yet. Among the reasons for
the fights that broke out, the fact that the newly built shelters were sold for money
and that the people who bought them used it as a summer house and even com-
plained that smells of fish could be seen. Again, in a case in Trabzon, I heard from
a fisher that vacationers in the fishing port with their luxury boat were fighting
with the fishers because of the sound of the engine turning from the fish in the
morning. In the Eastern Black Sea (perhaps all over the world) it is hardly possible
to predict where the fate of traditional fisheries is really headed. I don’t even want
to talk about the made cage fishing on the sea which they now find derelict.

This sadness would bring to mind another sea song: “Lazi do mzoga” / The
Sea and the Laz. I came across this song during a fieldwork we conducted on Laz
culture in Batumi. It was a song that I was uncomfortable with its boasting and
over-looking. That's why I didn’t want to put it on the album. I interpreted another
sea story, which I will talk about shortly, by combining the music of this song with
different lyrics. Anyhow, the song of The Sea and The Laz was full of clues to a
people’s relationship with the sea.

Lazi do Mzuga The Sea and the Laz
N3as oputxuni nomzkun kazepes, Flying in the sky befits geese,
Kazigen kai mis aputxinen? Who can fly better than a goose?
Cxomi o¢opinu nomzkun Lazepes Fishing befits Laz,
Lazigen kai mis aopinen? Who can fish better than a Laz?
Man Lazi vore, mzugas jin virdi, I am a Laz, I grew up on Black Sea.
Ugamzugasi skurna var migun I have no fear of the Black Sea.
Muko vi¢kidi, muko viskidi, No matter how hard I struggle,

no matter how much I drown
Skrunasen dido qoropa migun I have a love more than a fear.

In the list of names given to the Black Sea, [was impressed to see the 4000-year-
old word Ugamzuga / Black Sea, which means sea in Laz language, which is in dan-
ger of disappearing.

Looking at The Sea...

I passed through the Sarp border gate for the first time in 2000. The village square
in the shade of the trees, the irresistible taste of khachapurines, the handmade
pear juice served with it and the smell of the sea... Friendly faces who welcomed
us with joy because we came from Turkey. In Sarp village, the sea shore was as if it
had come out of an artist’s brush. Big and small rocks along the coast and children

5 Georgian cheese pastry.
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jumping into the sea over the rocks with cheer. The newest feeling for me was that
everyone speaks Laz language and does not know Turkish.

Kvaomxaze, a Helimisi Xasan poem, came to life with the composition of Sar-
pi musician ibrahim Abdulushi and turned into a wonderful song. I got emotional
while singing it on the album, and I get emotional every time I sing it. Ibrahim was
born and lived in Sarpi. During one of our visits to see him, he told with tears in his
eyes that the state official who measured the height of his skull and nose changed
his name by saying, “You are Georgian, now your name is Ilia Abduladze”. What
was the clue we were looking for in the lands called Georgia, where I went back
and forth for years for compilations? Were we all Turks in Turkey, and we were all
Georgians in Georgia? Were the stories of people without a state always sad? Was
itinevitable to be managed from gray and angular buildings in order to live togeth-
er... Couldn’t we live together with all our differences?

Here is Kvaomxaze, one of the rocks located in the sea on the shores of the
sea, which has been the meeting place for fishermen and swimmers for centuries
and named by the resident people. Who gave it this name, why they gave it that
name... These are unknown. But it had a well-known name, and it corresponds to
the memories of everyone, old and young, living in the village...

So that they know where we swam in our childhood, we used to give an ad-
dress to the sea as “I am going to Dutxesi kva”. Everyone knew which rock was it.
Unfortunately, the coastal highway and the highway passed over those rocks and
they took away all our memories. In Laz language, kva means big rock.

I saw the Kvaomxaze rock, and I swam next to it. And now the highway passes
over it. It is a victim of a causeway. Constructions that are built without regard to
nature, without respecting its flow, are destroying our present and our future...
Some roads, some hydroelectric power plants, some concrete bridges, some build-
ings...

Kvaomxaze

E Kvaomxaze mod var ibadi? Hey, Kvaomxaze, why don’t you grow older?
Micinarei ma hele mozkedi? Look at me, do you recognize me?
Gomaneri bere dovicumadi I am yesterday’s boy, today I'm old

Mcvesi yeris kodgir e Kvaomxaze You stay in your old place, Kvaomxaze

Si kvasgi re do vagigun derdi You don'thave a problem because you are made of stone.
Ma ordo dobivi kogisi gverdi I'm half a man at this age

Skan kala migufu didopes medi ~ With you I had hope for many.

Va maxvenes mutu e Kvaomxaze We couldn’t do anything, Kvaomxaze
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Mzogak si gcaxums ser do ndgaleri The sea beats you day and night

3karis kodolodgir panda soleri  In the water, you always stay wet,

Mzogas yalis gyozker tutaste seris  In the moonlight you look from the seaside,
Var iktire si e Kvaomxaze You don’t change, Kvaomxaze...

Mzoga isumagi xolo si gcaxums ~ When the sea gets angry, it beats you again
Qvinag ixepek ako na ksatxums ~ Cold winds make you shiver,
Tibu kalasikti panda gokpatxums The breeze winds shake you,
Mot va ibader si e Kvaomxaze =~ Why don’t you grow older, Kvaomxaze...
Lyrics: Helimisi Xasani
Music: Ibrahim Abdulusi

Karkalaki...

Of course, it is impossible for me to tell this song, the story of which tells about a
huge cycle of nature and the lifestyles of local people living in harmony with it.

Karkalaki is one of the songs in which we find traces of thousands of years of life...

Karkalaki is the common name of trees and tree branches that break from
nature in heavy rains. The name given to the branches carried to the creek mouth
(Mzoga pici) where the creeks meet the sea.

Local people living in the Eastern Black Sea Region go down to the seaside
with their baskets on their backs after rain and windy days. This spontaneous en-
vironment is a socialization ritual. It is one of the rare social environments where
girls and boys can see each other comfortably (wedding, funeral, collective work,
etc.). These dried woods (karkalaki) at the mouth of the stream are first brought
together. A stone is placed on it and that way no one takes the others. Everyone
knows not to take the piece of wood with a stone on it. This unwritten rule is
applied without any problems... The karkalaki, which are filled into baskets, are
transported to be used as firewood. In our childhood, there were forest tales told
by our grandfather. My grandfather told me about his grandfather who used to
cover the mouth of the ax with a handkerchief so that other trees would not be
afraid while he was going to the forest. The elders, who lived in the village and
were natural opinion leaders, would come together, consult each other, and de-
cide which tree to cut and when. It is understandable it was for those grandfa-
thers to collect what nature left behind (karkalaki) to warm up. We said collecting
karkalaki is a ritual, it is a ritual that is not practiced much nowadays. It is now
seen that it is rarely gathered to do decorative works... The last time I came across
it was in Tolikgeti (Duygulu) village in Firtina Valley, about three years ago. It is the
village of my dear friend irfan (Gagatay). There, a large log coming from the moun-
tain by the stream was leaning against the bank of the stream and was stuck. The
villagers who saw it moved quickly, tied rope and tried to pull it up. If it got out of
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the way and went down to the sea, it would be an unanticipated expense to get it
up. We even talked the same day; sometimes the trees cut from the mountain are
left on the stream, and in the village below, a group waits and cuts the path and
takes the tree... The geography of those who have to find the practical and easy of
everything; The Foothills of Kackar Mountains...

The song says: “Laz girl walking, collecting karkalaki with a basket. She sings
with the sea, and his heart is full of troubles. When the waves crash on the shore,
the water particles scatter like beads in the sun. She brings wood and piles it on
the seashore, and the breeze blows gently. The waves crash on the shore and the
Laz girl collects karkalaki. The waves are hitting her feet and the waves are gently
caressing her feet” Maybe quadruple waves, who knows?

Karkalaki Karkalak
Mzoga picis Lazi bozo goloqups Laz girl walking by the sea,
Tikinate karkalaki korobups She collects karkalaki with her basket.
Mzogas nabirs guris derditi noqups  She sings to the sea, her heart is

full of troubles
Karkalaki, karkalaki Eorobups Karkalak, she collects karkalak,
Lazi bozok karkalaki korobups Laz girl collects karkalaki

Darga froxun mjorag moni gogabgaps When the waves crash on the shore,
the water particles scatter like beads under the sun.

Diska gimers mzogapicis elobgaps She brings wood and piles it on the seaside.
Kalasiti ¢ifa-¢ifa elabars The breeze wind blows gently,
Karkalaki, karkalaki Eorobups Karkalak, she collects karkalak
Lazi bozok karkalaki korobups Laz girl collects karkalak.
Darga gyulun bozos kucxe ulokups ~ The waves come and gently caress

the girl’s feet.

Lyrics & Music: Sasa Horava

I tried to touch on the ports, lighthouses, fishers and fishing ports from Trab-
zon to here as much as I could... I tried to find traces of the sea and its culture in
the songs.

I will also write the contribution of Dear Mustafa. Mustafa said, “God bless
your voice, heart and excitement’, and added that the act of going to the seaside to
collect wood is called “going to the karkalak” in Giresun and Trabzon. Right after,
dear Nesrin Algan also said, “...Karkalaki means unripe raw fruit in Romeyka’”.
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“O zamanlar bir gl halinde olan Pontus, i¢ine akan irmaklar yiiziinden 6yle-
sine kabarmugt: ki i¢ine bosalan biiyiik sel yiiziinden sulan siddetle Hellespont'a
tast1 ve Asya kiyilarinin biiyiik bir boliimiinii sular altinda birakt1 ve Semadirek top-
raklarinin diizlitk bir b6liimiinii deniz haline getirdi; ve anlatilanlara gore, sonraki
zamanlarda balik¢ilarin aglarina ara sira tag siitun baghklarmm takmasi: bundan
dolayidir, ¢iinkii kentler bile sular altinda kalmigtir. Devaminda anlatilanlara gore,
sele kapilan halk adanin daha yiiksek bolgelerine kagmus; deniz yiikselmeye devam
edince de kendi tanrlarina dua etmig ve canlar kurtuldugu i¢in, kurtuluglarinin
anisina adanin etrafina sinir taglar dikerek giintimiize kadar tizerinde kurban sun-
duklar sunaklar adamiglardir. Bu nedenlerden dolay, tufandan 6nce Semadirek’te
yasadiklar kabul edilmektedir” (Diodoros Siculus V. 47. 45).

“Fakat benim 6grenmek istedigim sey sudur: Euxine Denizi yataginin, Propon-
tis'inkinden ve Byzantium'daki ¢ikigin agilmasindan 6nce Propontis’ten sonraki de-
nizden daha algak oldugunu varsayarsak, Euxine’in daha 6nce bir deniz mi yoksa
sadece Maeotis Golibnden daha biiyiik bir g6l mii olduguna bakmaksizin nehirler
tarafindan doldurulmasini engelleyen neydi? Bu sorunun yanitini verdikten sonra
su soruyla devam edecegim: Euxine ve Propontis’in su seviyeleri ayni kaldig: siirece,
direng ve basincin esit olmasi nedeniyle digariya bir akis baskisi olmadigy, ancak ig
deniz daha yiiksek bir seviyeye ulagir ulasmaz bir baski olusturdugu ve fazla suyunu
bosalttig1 dogru degil midir? Dig denizin i¢ denizle birlesmesinin ve i¢ denizle ayni
seviyeye gelmesinin nedeni -dig denizin baglangigta bir deniz mi yoksa bir zaman-
lar bir g6l ve daha sonra bir deniz mi olduguna bakilmaksizin- sadece i¢ denizle ka-
rigmasi ve onun iistiine yayilmasi degil midir? Bu meselenin de birincisi gibi cevap-
landig1 kabul edilirse, su anda gerceklesen digar1 akis ayni sekilde devam edecektir,
fakat Strato'nun ileri siirdiigii gibi daha yiiksek ya da egimli bir deniz yatagindan
uzaga olmayacaktir” (Strabo 1.1.6. c. 52).

Uygarligin Dogu Akdeniz cografyasinda ortaya cikisindan bu yana Akdeniz
hem uygarligin hem de diinyanin merkezi olagelmistir. Bereketli Hilal cografya-
sinda yeseren yerlesik yasam, tarim, hayvancilik ve inan¢tan menkul uygarligin
diinyaya acilmasinda Akdeniz'in kitalar arasi iletisimde oynadigi rol ¢ok biiyiik ol-
mustur. Emek, art1 iiriin ve ticaretle motive olan ve siirekli daha fazlasini hedefle-
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yen bu uygarligin kuzeye yayilimi ise Karadeniz sayesinde gerceklesebilmigtir. Bu
makalede, Akdeniz ve Karadeniz arasindaki iligkilerin ipuglarini veren arkeolojik
degerlendirmeler yapilacaktir.

Deniz Olarak Karadeniz'in Olusumu ve Neolitik Sessizlik

Uygarligin kurulug evresini temsil eden ve arkeologlar tarafindan Neolitik Dénem
olarak isimlendirilen déneme dair Karadeniz kiyilarinda arkeolojik yerlesimlere
rastlanmamas 20. yy ortalarindan itibaren tartigilmaktadir. Once Neolitik Dénem
sadece Akdeniz kiyillarinda temsil edilir diigiincesi agir basmis ancak sonraki yil-
larda yapilan ¢alismalar, bu doneme ait buluntularn cografyasinin bir hayli genis
oldugunu ortaya koymustur. Bununla birlikte Karadeniz kiyilar1 bu konuda ¢ok ses-
siz kalmigtir. S6z konusu déneme ait buluntularn giintimiize ulagmakta yasayacagi
sikintilar ve bolgenin daglk ve ormanlik alanlarn yiiz 6l¢timii nedeniyle giigliikle
stirdiiriilebilen arkeolojik caligmalarin azlig1 da 6nemli bir sebep olmakla birlikte,
bu cografyada Neolitik Dénem'e ait bir arkeolojik kalintiya rastlanmamas gercek-
ten de ¢oziilmesi gereken bir sorunu olugturuyor. S6z konusu arkeolojik sessizligin
sadece Tiirkiye kiyillarinda degil ayni1 zamanda Kuzey, Bat1 ve Dogu Karadeniz'de de
olmas: biitiinciil bir yaklagim talep etmekteydi. Nitekim 1990’1 yillarda beklenen
disiplinleraras: teori geldi. William Ryan ve Walter Pitman (2000) antik¢ag yazar-
larmin da (Diodorus Siculus V. 47.45; Strabo. 1.1.6. c. 52) giindeme getirdigi teoriyi
canlandirarak Karadeniz'in vaktiyle bir gol oldugunu, Akdeniz’le baglantisinin bu-
zullarn erimesiyle su seviyesindeki dramatik yiikselmenin neticesinde gerceklesti-
gini ileri stirdiiler. Onlarn teorisine gore, Tuna, Dinyeper, Dinyester, Don ve Kuban
gibi Kuzey Kutbun eriyen serin sularin1 Karadeniz'e tastyan nehirler, su seviyesinde
ani yiikselmelere neden olmugtu. Onlarin 6l¢timlerine gére bu su tagkini (Black Sea
Flood Hypothesis) goliin etrafinda yasayan ilk yerlesimciler ve ciftcileri go¢ etmek
zorunda birakmigti. Hatta Avrupa'nin ilk ¢ift¢ilerinin buradan gittikleri de tartigi-
lanlar arasindaydi. Ryan ve Pitman'in bu tezleri arkeoloji ve jeoloji diinyasinda kisa
stirede popiiler bir tartisma alanina doniistii. Birbirini takip eden arastirma proje-
leri ve tartigmalar halen devam ediyor. Ryan ve Pitman'in tagkin teorisi genel olarak
kabul goriirken su baskininin ani olmadigy, Karadeniz havzasii dolduracak kadar
suyun gelmesinin yiizlerce yili buldugu da ileri stirilmektedir (Outflow Hypothe-
sis). Ballard ve ekibinin Sinop aciklarinda yaptig1 arastirmalarda Site 82 ismi verilen
ve Karadeniz'deki su tagkinindan 6nceye ait oldugu diistiniilen, yerlesime benze-
yen kalintilar tespit etmesi heyecan yaratti (Ballard et al. 2000). Bu kadar eski bir
donemden boylesi dayaniksiz malzemelerden olusan arkeolojik verilerin korun-
mas1 Karadeniz'in derinlerindeki oksijensiz, ¢iiritmeyi engelleyen su tabakasimin
varligina yorulmugtur. Nitekim hem Anadolu kiyilarinda hem de Trakya ve Kuzey
kayilarda varlig tespit edilen sonraki dénemlere tarihlenen batiklar, bu diisiinceyi
dogrular niteliktedir. Simdilik en eskisi MO 400’ giden ve ¢ogunlugunu Bizans ve
Osmanh gemilerinin olusturdugu batiklar, ¢iiritmeden ve bozulmadan giiniimiize
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dek ulagmis durumdadirlar (Ryan et al 1997; Ballard et al. 2000; Ballard et al. 2001;
Ryan ve Pitman 2007; Bikoulis 2015).

Bu tartigmalar son derece yerinde ve makul goriinmekle birlikte son yillarda
Giineydogu Anadolu Bolgesinde yapilan kazilar bambagka bir gerceklige dikkat
cekti. Daha 6nce yerlesik yasam ve tarimin birlikte hareket ettigi diistiniildiigiin-
den erken yerlesimler sulak ve tarla agmaya olanak saglayan arazilerde araniyordu.
Karadeniz kiyilarindaki Erken Neolitik yerlegimlerin su altinda kalmis olabilecegi
diisiincesi bu veriden hareketle olusmustu. Ancak Giineydogu Anadolu'daki ar-
keolojik aragtirmalar bize bambagka bir gerceklik sundu. Erken yerlesimciler cift-
¢i degildiler, aver ve toplayiciliga devam etmiglerdi. Tarim en azindan birkacg bin
yil sonra yerlesiklerin yasamina dahil olmustu. Bu yiizden Giineydogu Anadolu
bolgesindeki Erken Neolitik Donem’e tarihlenen Gobeklitepe, Karahan Tepe, Say-
burg, Boncuklu gibi yerlesimler tarim alanlarindan uzak, daglk, kayalik alanlarda
tespit edilmigti. Dolayisiyla Karadeniz kiyilarinda eksikligi goriilen Erken Neolitik
yerlesimleri, Karadeniz cografyasinin orman ve bitki ortiileriyle kapl daglik bol-
gelerinde aranmasi iizerine diigiinmek gerekir. Ote yandan bolgede yapilan arke-
olojik ylizey arastirmalar Kalkolitik, Tun¢ Cag ve Demir Cag’a tarihlenen pek ¢ok
yerlesimin varhigini gostermistir (Caligkan-Akgiil 2016).

Tiim bu tartigmalardan goriiniiyor ki Karadeniz, son buzul déneminin sona
ermesiyle biiyiik bir gélden biiyiik bir denize doniismiistiir. Yaklasik 50-60 metre-
lik bir su seviyesi farklilig1 kilometrelerce karelik kiy1 bolgesini sular altinda birak-
maya yetmisti. Kuzey buzullardan nehirlerin tagidig1 serin sular, Istanbul Bogazi'ni
asmis ve Marmara ve Ege’den de dramatik kiyr degisiklikleri yaparak gecmis ve
Akdeniz'in sulariyla birlesmisti. Yiikselen sicak ve daha tuzlu Akdeniz sular da
bu tagkina yanit vererek Bogaz'in altindan sularini bir ters akintiyla Karadeniz'e
ulastirarak bir denge olusturmustu. Bu dogal olay iki denizin birlesmesinden ¢ok
daha fazla anlam tagimaktadir. Akdeniz, kendisiyle birlesen Karadeniz'in sular
sayesinde kiyilarinda yeseren tarimsal yeni yasam biciminin kiiltiir ve ideolojisini
genisletme firsat1 buldu. Ozellikle gemi teknolojisi ve deniz ulagiminin gelismesiy-
le Akdeniz Uygarhigimin tiim kiiltiirel formati Karadeniz'de de goriilmeye baslada.
Ege ve Marmara'dan sonra Karadeniz, Akdeniz Uygarligimin kiiltiirel istilasina
ugramig, onun daha genis bir cografyaya yayllmasinda rol oynamuisti. Arkeolojik
verilere gore, Kalkolitik Donem’'den itibaren Karadeniz'deki kiy1 yerlesimleri ara-
sinda basit kiirekli teknelerle bir ticari temas baglamisti. Altin, bakir, deniz ka-
buklar1 ve bazi egzotik seyler ticari tiriin olarak kiy1 yerlesimleri arasinda taginir
oldu (Ivanova 2012). Dahasi Inénii Magarasrnda yapilan kazi ¢aligmalarinda elde
edilen arkeolojik verilerin Trakya ve Bat1 Anadolu kiiltiiriiyle olan benzerliklerini
de ortaya koymugtur (Ekmen 2020). Bu kadar erken bir désnemde (MO 6. ve 5. bin
yil) dahi Karadeniz, farkli kiiltiirlerin ézellikle de Ege ve dolayisiyla Akdeniz kiil-
tiirlerinin ugrak noktasiyda.
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Argonotlar ve Karadeniz

Akdeniz ve Karadeniz arasindaki ticari, kiiltiirel ve siyasal iligkilerin mitlerde ve
yazil kiiltiirde izini stirmek miimkiin. Bolgeye dair en eski ve en detayl tanimi
iceren mit Argonotlar Seferi'dir. Elbette bu mitik anlatimin Ege toplumlarinin Ka-
radeniz'e dair toplumsal temsillerini yansittigini goz ardi etmemeliyiz. Bununla
birlikte, Akdeniz kiiltiiriiniin 6nemli bir parcasi olan ve zaman zaman Ege ve Ana-
dolu kiy1 bolgelerinin ticari ve askeri kontroliinii elinde tutan bu topluluklarin Ka-
radeniz'i nasil diigledikleri ve tanimladiklari 6nemli. Kolkhis (bugiinkii Giircistan)
olarak isimlendirilen bolgeye kadar Karadeniz'in tiim Anadolu kiyilan etnik kim-
likleri, kiiltiirii ve cografyasina kadar bu mitin iceriginde mevcut. Bunlarin hepsini
burada say1p dokmek miimkiin degil o yiizden ben bu mitik anlatimin icerdigi Ka-
radeniz'in sicak denizlerdeki siyasal iktidari nasil etkiledigi tizerinde durmak isti-
yorum. Anlatinin sehvetine kapilarak mitik bir macera olarak gormenin 6tesinde
Argonotlar Seferi'nin her seyden 6nce bir iktidar miicadelesini ve yolculugunu an-
lattigini soylemek gerekir. Her sey Yunanistan'da baglamus; Aioliali Kral Kretheus
olmiig ve yerine hi¢ hak etmedigi halde Pelias ge¢misti. Pelias tahtin gercek varisi
Aison’u da sarayda hapsetmeyi ihmal etmemisti. Aison kraldan gizlice evlenerek
lason'u diinyaya getirmisti. Kimse gérmeden biiyiiyebilmesi i¢in at adam Khe-
iron’a emanet edilen lason gii¢lii bir delikanli oldugunda Kral Pelias'm kargi-
sina ¢ikip ondan babasinin hakk: olan tahti kendisine teslim etmesini istemisgti.
Bu konuda kahinler tarafindan 6nceden uyarilmig olan Pelias, lason’u y1llar 6nce
atalar1 tarafindan Kolkhis gotiiriilen “altin postu” getirmesi kosuluyla tahti
kendisine teslim edecegini sdyleyince Karadeniz yolculugu baglamisti. Mitin
detaylarindan sicak deniz insanlarinin Karadeniz’i uygarlik disi1 buldugunu
anlamak miimkiin. Mitte vahsi denizi, insanlar1 ve mitik hayvanlariyla ehliles-
memis (uygarlagsmamusg) bir cografya tasvir edilir. Adeta Strabon'un sdyledigini
dogrulayan bir Karadeniz algisi zihinlerde yer etmis gibidir; yabancilara koti
davranan, onlar1 kurban edip etlerini yiyen ve kafataslarinda igkilerini igen
insanlarin yasadig1 misafir sevmez bir deniz (Strabon ve Geography 7.3.6). Ka-
radeniz, lonialilar gelip kolonize etmeden 6nce Aksenos'tu (G&evog/Gce(1)vog),
misafir sevmezdi. MO 7. yy'dan itibaren kiyilarina somiirgeler kuran {onialilar sa-
yesinde Karadeniz misafirperver denize Pontus Euxenusa (EbEgvog I16vtoc) do-
niigmiistii (Arslan 2006). MO 2. bin yilin sonlarina tarihleyebilecegimiz Argonotlar
mitinde bu diisiincenin en eski izlerini bulmak miimkiin. Herakles'in 12 iginden bi-
risi olarak anlatilan Tartaros'un (Cehennem) kapisini koruyan ii¢ bagh kopek Ker-
beros’un yeryiiziine ¢ikartilarak Yunanistan’a gotiiriilmesi mitinde de Karadeniz
karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Antik Cag Ege diinyasinin zihninde “cehennemin kapist”
Karadeniz Ereglisi'ndeydi (metinde Maryandyne olarak adlandirilmaktadur, yerle-
sim ismini de Herakleia buradan almigtir). Mitlerin vurguladigi nokta, Akdeniz'in
en azindan bir boliimiinii ve Ege diinyasini tiimiiyle kontrol eden gii¢lerin Karade-
niz'den gelecek destege ihtiya¢ duymalariydi. Kisacasi Argonotlar mitinin konusu,
Ege'deki iktidarin Karadeniz'den gelecek altin posta ihtiya¢ duyuyor olmasiydi.
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Karadeniz'deki altin, bakir gibi maden yataklarinin Kalkolitik Dénem'den itiba-
ren iligkilerde basat bir rol iistlendigi bilinmektedir (Ivanova 2012). Ote yandan
Akdeniz diinyasinin giderek artan niifusunun temel ihtiyaglarimi karsilamak icin
de Karadeniz cografyasinin bereketli bozkirlarina ihtiya¢ duyulmaya baglanmisgti.
Bugiin oldugu gibi 6zellikle temel besin maddesi olan bugday, arpa gibi tahilla-
rin en énemli iiretim alanlarindan biri Antik Cag'da da Karadeniz'di. Bogazlarin
stratejik 6nemini de artiran Karadeniz'in bu 6zelligi Ege ve Akdeniz'deki iktidar
tizerine etkili oluyordu.

Troia Savasi, Karadeniz ve Amazonlar

Kisaca 6zetlemeye calistigim bu diisiincenin izlerini lason ve arkadaslarnin Kolk-
his’e vardiklarinda Kral Aietes’in onlara verdigi tepkide de stirmek miimkiindiir.
Karsisinda birgok Yunan askerini gérmekten hi¢ hoglanmayan Aietes buna bir an-
lam verememis, kendini tehdit altinda hissetmisti. Clinkii Troia Krali Laomedon
ile yaptiklari anlagma geregi bogazdan hicbir Yunan askeri gegmeyecekti (Graves
2020: 725). Mitin biitiiniine bakilinca 6nemli gibi géritnmeyen bu detay Akdeniz
ve Karadeniz arasindaki gerilimi gostermeye yeterlidir. Bogazlarin tarihin her do-
neminde bu denli stratejik olmasinin nedeni de budur. Karadeniz hem tahil hem
metal deposu hem de ticaret icin pazar yeriydi ve bogazlarin kontroliinii elinde
tutanlar en azindan Marmara, Ege ve Akdeniz'in bir béliimiintin kontroliinii de
sagliyordu. Bogazlar egemen giiclerin bogazlariydi ve onlarin kontroliinii ele ge-
ciren digerlerinin bogazini stkma gansini yakaliyordu. Ozellikle biiyiik tarim alan-
larindan yoksun Atina gibi merkezlerin go¢ alip metropole doniismesi onlarn Ka-
radeniz’e mahkum ediyor, bogazlarin akiskan olmasina ihtiyac duyuyorlardi. MO
1. bin yilin baglarinda Akdeniz'deki deniz ticareti Dogu Akdeniz iilkelerinin kont-
roliinde yapiliyordu ve neredeyse tiim Akdeniz kiyilari, ihtiyaca uygun bigimde
somiirgelestirilmis ve kiiltiirel anlamda adeta ilk kiiresellesme hareketi gercekles-
tirilmisti. Karadeniz’in lonialilar tarafindan somiirgelestirilmesi boyle bir dsnem-
de yapilmigti. Gecim kaynag olarak ticaret ok etkili bir aracti ve Karadeniz her
tiirlii tiriin i¢in ama 6zellikle de sarap, zeytinyag: ve seramik satip tahil ve maden
almak i¢in bir hayli karh bir aland1. Karadeniz'deki bugiinkii liman kentlerinin ta-
rih sahnesinde goriilmesinin baglangici bu “kolonizasyon”la gerceklesmisti (Gab-
rielsen ve Lund 2007).

Argonotlar Seferi’nin, Homeros'un eserlerinde gectigi icin ¢ok daha eski ve
kokli bir mitik anlatim oldugunu soyleyebiliriz. Elbette bu mitin gercekligini test
etmemiz hem zor hem de anlamsiz, ¢linkii mitler gergekleri tasimakla yiiktimlii
anlatilar degildir, toplumlarin biling diginda kodlanan ve déneminin bilgi ihti-
yacini kargilayan triinlerdir. En gercek taraflari en azindan bu dili kullanarak bu
mitik dykiileri iireten toplumlarin zihninde Karadeniz'in nasil imlendigini goster-
meleridir. Yukarida da degindigim gibi Akdeniz, Ege ve daha ¢ok Yunanistan ana
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karasinin Karadeniz'e dair algilarini iceren giindiiz diislerini bu metinlerden oku-
yoruz. Karadeniz'in Ege diinyas: tarafindan dilde kesfedilmesi ve hatta insa edil-
mesi bu mitler sayesinde olmustur. Ciinkii bu anlatilar dinleyenlerin zihinlerinde
“Otekilerin cografyasi” olarak mitik bir Karadeniz cografyas: kurguluyordu.

Bu durumda Troia Savag: da sanirim daha anlamli bir nedene kavusuyor. Ana
akim soylence diinyasinda bir agk hikayesine dayandirilarak anlamlandirilan bu
mitik savasg iki koalisyon arasindaki varlik ve egemenlik miicadelesine doniisiiyor.
Anadolu koalisyonunu yanina alan Troialilar, Yunanistan'dan gelen Agamemnon
komutasindaki bagka bir koalisyona kars: tilkelerini savunmaktadirlar. Karadeniz
ve Yunanistan ana karasina bakildiginda bu savasin nedeninin karisi kagirilan Me-
nelaos ile diinyanin en giizel kadinini kagiran Paris arasindaki bir savas olmadig:
anlagilir. Savag nedeni bir agk hikayesi olsaydi (her ne kadar bazi gerekeeler uydu-
rulmus olsa da) digerlerinin bu savaga katilmalar icin bir sebep kalmazdi. Yukari-
da soyledigim gibi denizler {izerinde bir egemenlik savasi olunca ve iki tarafin hal-
kinin gelecegi de bogazlar iizerindeki hakimiyete bagl olunca her iki cografyanin
da tiim giicleriyle bu savasa katilmalar1 daha anlaml bir hale gelir. Béylece bunca
farkli iilke askerlerinin dayanigmasi ve bir araya gelmesi de daha anlagilir olur. Tki
denizi birbirinden ayiran bogazin iki yanindaki topluluklarin bogaz ve denizler
tizerindeki miicadelesi Troia Savasi'nin en anlamli yorumu olacaktir. Ayrica igin-
de yasadigimiz savas ve siddet uygarliginda meydana gelmis bunca savag varken
sadece Troia Savas'nin bunca tinlenmesini de dénemin diinya ve hatta uygarlik
savagl olmasina baglayabiliriz.

Troia Savasimin Karadeniz'i ilgilendiren bir diger boyutu ise mitik Amazon
toplumlarinin Troia yaninda saf tutmalariydi. Troia onlerindeki teke tek savasta
(monomakhia) Akhilleus’'un kargisina ¢ikan Pentesilea, Amazonlarin ne kadar
giiclii bir miittefik oldugunu gostermeye yeterlidir. Mitolojide savas tanrisi Ares ve
Nypmphe Harmonia'nin birlesiminden tiireyen bu mitik kadin toplulugun gercek-
te var olmadigin ve bu anlatinin 6zellikle Antik Cag Ege diinyasinin zihnindeki
mizojininin bir temsili olarak anlam kazandigim séylemeliyim. Ancak mitolojik
kaynaklar Amazon toplumlarinin anavatani olarak Afrika, efsanevi Atlantis ve
kimi zaman ise Misir civarin1 gostermektedir. Amazon mitinin Karadeniz'i ilgi-
lendiren boyutu ise Iskitlerin komgusu olarak Don Nehri kiyisinda yagayan Ama-
zonlarm oykiistidiir. Amazon kralicesi Lysippe'nin Tanais adindaki oglu, Akdeniz
Uygarligr'nin temeli olan evlilik ve aile hakkinda ileri geri konusuyor, elestirel dii-
stinceler dile getiriyordu. Buna sinirlenen tanrica Aphrodite onu cezalandirmak
icin annesine agik edince Tanais bu dertten kurtulmanin yolunu intihar etmekte
bulmustu. Lysippe oglunun 6lmesine yol agan bu olaya o kadar sinirlenmis ki yakip
yikmaya karar vererek Anadolu’ya saldirmus ve biiyiik dlciide de ele gecirmisti. Ep-
hesos, Smyrna gibi kentlerin bu sirada Amazonlar tarafindan kuruldugu séylenir.
Karadeniz kiyilarina yerlesen Amazonlar Ordu yakinlarindaki Terme Nehri agzina
Thermedon sehrini bagkent olarak imar ederler. Mitin sonu Amazonlar icin kotii
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biter, {inlii kahraman Bellerophontes tarafindan yok edilirler. Amazonlarla Kara-
deniz iligkisi bundan ibaret degil elbette. Ornegin Herakles'in 12 isinden birisi olan
Amazon kraligesi Hyppolite'nin kemerini getirmek i¢in yine Thermedon’a geldigi
anlatilir. Herakles, Amazon kralicesine durumu aktarip kemerini istediginde tan-
rinin tavrindan etkilenen Hyppolite kemerini vermeyi kabul etmisti. Herakles'in
Amazonlarla savagmasini ve zarar gormesini isteyen Hera bu baris¢il duruma si-
nirlenmis ve Amazonlarn tanrinin iizerine kigkirtarak savas ¢tkmasini saglamisgti.
Boylece Herakles bu savasei kadinlarla miicadele etmek zorunda kalmigti. Bunun
disinda bir bagka mitik kahraman Theseus'un Karadeniz kiyilarina kadar gelerek
Antiope isimli Amazon'u kacirdig1 yazili kaynaklarda aktarilir. Bunu hazmedeme-
yen Amazonlarin Atina’ya sefer diizenlemesiyle antik Yunan toplumunun meghur
Amazonomakhia diye adlandirdiklar1 Amazonlarla savasin gerceklestigi soylenir.

Amazonlar konusundaki en ilging bilgilerden birisi de Herodotos tarafindan
aktarilmusti. Iskitler esrarengiz bir savasci topluluguyla catisiyorlardi ve onlarin
kim olduklarini dahi bilmiyorlardi. Nihayet 6ldiirdiikleri askerlerden birinin be-
denini kagirip neye benzedigine bakmak istediklerinde gercegi dgrendiler: Iskitler
kadin savagcilarla savagtyorlardi. Bunun iizerine Iskitler savagmaktan vazgecerek,
aralarindaki genc ve yakigikli erkekleri iligki kurmalar i¢in Amazon kamplarinin
yakinlarina gondererek bu savasci kadinlardan cocuk yapmalarini istemiglerdi. Bir
siire sonra amaclarina da ulagmiglards, bircok Iskit askeri Amazon kadinlarla ilis-
kiye girmeyi bagarmusti. Iskitlerin onlara kendi iilkelerine gelmelerini teklif edip
birlikte yagamay1 onerince aldiklar yanit Antik Cag eril zihniyetin bu kadinlara
neden bu denli siddet iceren olumsuz bir anlam yiiklediklerini gostermeye yeterli-
dir. Amazon kadinlari Iskitlere, hayata yaklagimlarinin onlarin kadinlarindan ¢ok
farkli oldugunu, onlar gibi ev isleri ve cocukla doldurulmus bir yagami kabullene-
meyeceklerini ve eskiden oldugu gibi 6zgiirce yasamak istediklerini sdylemiglerdi.
Kisacas1 Amazonlar, ataerkil iktidarin bedenlerine atayacaklar cinsiyet rollerini
reddetmiglerdi. Antik Yunan ve Roma kiiltiiriinii bu denli rahatsiz etmelerinin ne-
deni de buydu. Kadindan beklenilen, itaatkar, kabullenici, sinirlandirilmis, somii-
rilmiig kimligi Amazonlar kabul etmiyorlardi. Onlar bu eril kiiltiirii tehdit eden,
kontrol edilemeyen, hi¢bir kimlige sigdirilamayan topluluklard: ve cinsiyet rolleri
tizerine kurulmug ataerkil diizenin kabusu olmuslardi. Bu yiizden onlarin 6ldii-
rildigiy, katledildigi mitleri anlatmak ve uygulanan siddeti kamusal mekanlarda
sanatsal bir estetikle betimlemek gelenegi ortaya ¢ikmigti. Ciinkii Amazonlar eril
uygarligin mizojinisinin nedeniydi (Gezgin 2020).

Verdigim 6rneklerden de anlasilacag: gibi, Amazonlara dair anlatilan mitlerin
biiyiik boliimiiniin Karadeniz kiyilarinda gecmesi ve bu bélgenin Amazonlarin
tilkesi olarak gosterilmesi, Antik Cag'in toplumsal bilin¢ disinda Karadeniz kiyila-
rinin nasil bir kargihk bulundugunu gosterir. Ozellikle fallik iktidar: ve toplumsal
organizasyonuyla Antik Cag'in Ege diinyasi ve Yunanistan ana karasinin zihninde
Karadeniz'in kodlanigini okumak miimkiin olmaktadir.
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Cok daha fazlas1 bulmanin miimkiin oldugu arkeolojik verilerin, Akdeniz Uy-
garligimin Karadeniz'i ve toplumlarim “ehlilegtirilmesi, uygarlagtirmas1” arzusu-
nun gostergesi oldugunu sdyleyebilirim. Bunlar Karadeniz'in deniz olma macera-
sindan baglayarak cinsiyetci, siddet yanlsi, yayillmaci, somiirgeci Akdeniz kiiltiirii
tarafindan nasil istila ettiginin kanitlaridir. Gittigi her yere “6zgiirliik ve demokra-
si” gotiirecegini soyleyen saldirgan uygarhigin binlerce yil 6nce misafir sevmeyen
Karadeniz'i (&&evog/d&e(1)vog) misafirperver denize (E¥&evog I1évtog) doniistiirme
miicadelesinin zihinlerdeki yansimalaridir. Ciinkii bu uygarligin ¢cokluktan nefret
eden politik yapisi, binlerce yildir tiim diinyay1 ayni forma sokma ve tek bigimlili-
ge indirgeme cabasi icindedir.
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“For the Pontus, which had at the time the form of a lake, was so swollen by the
rivers which flow into it, that, because of the great flood which had poured into it,
its waters burst forth violently into the Hellespont and flooded a large part of the
coast of Asia and made a small amount of the level part of the land of Samothrace
into a sea; and this is the reason, we are told, why in the later times fishermen have
now and then brought up in their nets the stone capitals of columns, since even ci-
ties covered by inundation. The inhabitants who had been caught by the flood, the
account continues, ran up to the higher regions of the island; and when the sea kept
rising higher and higher, they prayed to the native gods, and since their lives were
spared, to commemorate their rescue they set up boundary stones about the entire
circuit of the island and dedicated altars upon which they offer sacrifices even to
the present day. For these reasons it is paten that they inhabited Samothrace before
the flood” (Diodoros Siculus V. 47.45).

“But what I wish to learn is this: Supposing the bed of the Euxine Sea was lower
than that of the Propontis and of the sea next after the Propontis before the ope-
ning of the outlet at Byzantium, what was there to prevent the Euxine from being
filled up by the rivers, whether it was previously a sea or merely a lake greater than
Lake Maeotis? If this point be conceded, then I shall go on to ask this question too:
Is it not true that water-levels of the Euxine and the Propontis were such that, so
long as they remained the same, there could be no straining for an outflow, for the
reason that resistance and pressure were equal, but that, as soon as the inner sea
reached a higher level, it set up a strain and discharged its excess water? And is not
this reason why the outer sea became confluent with the inner sea and why it assu-
med the same level as the inner sea- regardless of whether the latter was originally
asea or once a lake and later a sea-simply because of its mingling with the inner sea
and prevailing over it? For if this point be granted as well as the first, the outflow
that now takes place would go on just the same, but it would not be away from a

higher sea-bed, or from a sloping one, as Strato contended.” (Strabo. 1.1.6. c. 52).

Since the emergence of civilisation in the Eastern Mediterranean, the Medi-
terranean has been the centre of both civilisation and the world. The role that the
Mediterranean played in intercontinental communication has been very impor-
tant in the global expansion of civilisation, made up of settled life, agriculture,
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animal husbandry and faith that sprang in the Fertile Crescent. This civilisation,
motivated by labour, surplus products and trade and constantly demanding for
more, was able to spread to the north thanks to the Black Sea. In this article, arc-
haeological assessments will be made to grab clues of the relations between the
Mediterranean and the Black Sea.

Formation of the Black Sea as a Sea and the Neolithic Silence

The absence of archaeological settlements on the Black Sea coast of the period
called the Neolithic Period by archaeologists, which represents the initial phase of
civilisation, has been discussed since the mid-2oth century. At first, the idea that
the Neolithic Period was represented only on the Mediterranean coast was preva-
lent, but the studies carried out in the following years revealed that the geography
of the finds belonging to this period was quite expanded. However, the Black Sea
coasts have remained very silent in this regard. Although the difficulties that the
artefacts from the period in question in reaching the present day and the scar-
city of archaeological studies, which can be conducted with difficulty due to the
mountainous and forested landscape of the region, are also important reasons,
the fact that no archaeological remains of the Neolithic Period have been found
in this geographical area is indeed a problem that needs to be solved The archaeo-
logical silence not only on the Turkish coast but also in the Northern, Western and
Eastern Black Sea regions demanded a holistic approach. Thus, the expected inter-
disciplinary theory arrived in the 1990s. William Ryan and Walter Pitman (2000)
revived a theory that had been proposed by ancient authors (Diodorus Siculus V.
47.45; Strabo. 1.1.6. ¢. 52) and argued that the Black Sea was once a lake, and that
its connection with the Mediterranean was the result of a dramatic rise in water
level due to the melting of glaciers. According to their theory, rivers such as the
Danube, the Dnieper, the Dniester, the Don and the Kuban, which carried the cool
waters of the melting Arctic ice to the Black Sea, caused a sudden rise in the water
level. According to their measurements, this flood (Black Sea Flood Hypothesis)
forced the first settlers and farmers living around the lake to migrate. It was even
argued that the first farmers of Europe departed from here. Ryan and Pitman’s
thesis quickly became a popular topic of debate in the world of archaeology and
geology. Successive research projects and discussions are still ongoing. While Ryan
and Pitman'’s flood theory is generally accepted, it is also argued that the flood was
not sudden and that it took hundreds of years for enough water to fill the Black Sea
basin (Outflow Hypothesis). The discovery of remains called Site 82, considered to
predate the flooding of the Black Sea and resembling a settlement, generated ex-
citement (Ballard et al. 2000). The preservation of archaeological data consisting
of such flimsy materials from such an ancient period has been attributed to the
presence of an oxygen-free, decay-preventing water layer in the deep Black Sea. As
a matter of fact, the shipwrecks dated to later periods, which have been identified
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both on the Anatolian coasts and on the coasts of Thrace and the North, confirm
this idea. For the time being, the oldest shipwrecks dating back to 400 BC, mostly
Byzantine and Ottoman ships, have survived to the present day without decay and
deterioration (Ryan et al 1997; Ballard et al. 2000; Ballard et al. 2001; Ryan and Pit-
man 2007; Bikoulis 2015).

While these discussions seem quite pretinent and reasonable, recent excava-
tions in Southeastern Anatolia have drawn attention to an utterly different reality.
Since it was previously thought that sedentary life and agriculture went hand in
hand, early settlements were looked for in wetlands and lands that were suitab-
le for cultivation. The idea that the Early Neolithic settlements on the Black Sea
coast might have been submerged was based on this data. However, archaeologi-
cal research in South-eastern Anatolia revealed a completely different reality. The
early settlers were not farmers, but hunters and gatherers. Agriculture became a
part of the settlers’ lives at least a few thousand years later. Therefore, the Early Ne-
olithic settlements in South-eastern Anatolia such as Gobeklitepe, Karahan Tepe,
Sayburc and Boncuklu were found in mountainous and rocky areas far from agri-
cultural areas. Thus, it should be considered to look for the Early Neolithic settle-
ments lacking on the Black Sea coast, in the mountainous regions of the Black Sea
covered with forests and vegetation. On the other hand, archaeological surveys
conducted in the region have shown the existence of many settlements dating to
the Chalcolithic, Bronze Age and Iron Age (Caligkan-Akgiil 2016).

From all these discussions, it seems that the Black Sea was transformed from
a large lake into a large sea at the end of the last glacial period. A difference of
50-60 meters in the water level was enough to inundate many square kilometres
of the coastal area. Cool water carried by rivers from the northern glaciers crossed
the Bosphorus Strait and travelled through the Marmara and Aegean Seas with
dramatic coastal changes and merged with the waters of the Mediterranean Sea.
The rising warmer and saltier Mediterranean water responded to this flood and
created a balance by transporting water beneath the Bosphorus to the Black Sea
with a reverse current. This natural occurrence has much more importance than
the merger of two seas. Thanks to the waters of the Black Sea, the Mediterranean
had the opportunity to expand the culture and ideology of the new agricultural
lifestyle that flourished on its shores. Especially with the development of ship te-
chnology and maritime transport, the entire cultural format of the Mediterranean
Civilisation began to be seen in the Black Sea. After the Aegean and Marmara, the
Black Sea was subjected to the cultural invasion of the Mediterranean Civilisation
and played a role in its spread to a wider geographical area. According to archaeo-
logical data, there was a trade contact between the coastal settlements of the Bla-
ck Sea with simple rowing boats starting from the Chalcolithic Period. Gold, cop-
per, shells and some exotic items were transported between coastal settlements
as trade goods (Ivanova 2012). Moreover, the archaeological data obtained during
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the excavations in Inénii Cave revealed similarities with the culture of Thrace and
Western Anatolia (Ekmen 2020). Even in such an early period (6th and 5th millen-
nia BC), the Black Sea was frequented by different cultures, especially the Aegean
and thus Mediterranean cultures.

Argonauts and the Black Sea

It is possible to trace the commercial, cultural and political relations between the
Mediterranean and the Black Sea in myths and written culture. The myth that
contains the oldest and most detailed description of the region is the Voyage of
the Argonauts. We certainly should not ignore the fact that this mythic narrative
reflects the social representations of the Aegean societies regarding the Black Sea.
However, it is important how these societies, which were an important part of
Mediterranean culture and which at times held commercial and military control
of the Aegean and Anatolian coastal regions, imagined and defined the Black Sea.
The entire Anatolian coast of the Black Sea, as far as the region called Colchis
(today’s Georgia), is included in this myth with its ethnic identities, culture and
geography. It is not possible to enlist them all here, so I would like to focus on how
this mythic narrative of the Black Sea affects the political power in the warm seas.
Rather than considering the Voyage of the Argonauts as a mythical adventure by
falling under the spell of the narrative, it must be said that the it is first and fore-
most about a struggle for power and the path followed to achieve it. It all started
in Greece; King Kretheus of Aeolia died and was replaced by Pelias, even though
he did not deserve it. Pelias did not forget to imprison Aison, the real heir to the
throne, in the palace. Aison married secretly from the king and gave birth to Iason.
When Iason, who was entrusted to the horseman Kheiron so that he could grow
up without being recognized by anyone, became a strong young man, he appeared
before King Pelias and asked him to hand over the throne to him, which was his
father’s right. Pelias, who had been warned about this by the oracles, said that he
would hand over the throne to Iason on the condition that Iason would bring the
“golden fleece” that had been taken to Colchis by his ancestors many years ago,
and the journey to the Black Sea began. It is possible to understand from the de-
tails of the myth that the people of the warm sea found the Black Sea uncivilised.
The myth depicts an untamed (uncivilised) geographical region with its wild sea,
people and mythical animals. It is as if a perception of the Black Sea that confirms
Strabo’s words is embedded in the minds; an inhospitable sea inhabited by people
who mistreat foreigners, sacrifice them, eat their flesh and drink their liquor in
their skulls (Strabo and Geography 7.3.6). The Black Sea was Aksenos (G&gvog/
6&g(1)vog), inhospitable before the Ionians came and colonised it. Thanks to the
Tonians who colonised its shores from the 7th century BC onwards, the Black Sea
was transformed into the hospitable sea, Pontus Euxenus (Eb&gvoc [1ovtog) (Ar-
slan 2006). It is possible to find the oldest traces of this idea in the myth of the
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Argonauts, which we can be dated to the end of the 2nd millennium BC. The Black
Sea also appears in the myth of Kerberos, the three-headed dog guarding the gate
of Tartaros (Hell), which is described as one of the 12 labours of Heracles, being
brought to the earth and taken to Greece. In the minds of the ancient Aegeans, the
“gate of the Hell” was located in the Karadeniz Ereglisi (called Maryandyne in the
text). The settlement took its name from Herakleia. The myths emphasise that the
powers which controlled at least part of the Mediterranean and the Aegean world
as a whole needed support from the Black Sea. In short, the subject of the myth of
the Argonauts was that the power in the Aegean needed the Golden Fleece from
the Black Sea. It is known that mineral deposits such as gold and copper in the
Black Sea have played a dominant role in relations since the Chalcolithic period
(Ivanova 2012). On the other hand, the fertile steppes of the Black Sea region were
needed to meet the basic needs of the growing population of the Mediterranean
world. As it is today, the Black Sea was one of the most important production areas
for cereals such as wheat and barley, which were the basic foodstuffs, in ancient
times. This characteristic of the Black Sea, which also increased the strategic im-
portance of the straits, had an impact on power relations in the Aegean and the
Mediterranean.

The Trojan War, the Black Sea and the Amazons

It is possible to trace this idea, which I have tried to summarise briefly, in the reac-
tion of King Aietes when Iason and his friends arrived in Colchis. Aietes, who did
not like to see many Greek soldiers in front of him, could not make sense of it and
felt threatened, because no Greek soldiers would pass through the strait accord-
ing to the agreement they made with King Laomedon of Troy, (Graves 2020: 725).
This detail, which does not seem important when the whole myth is considered,
is enough to show the tension between the Mediterranean and the Black Sea. This
is the reason why the straits have been so strategically important in throughout
the history. The Black Sea was both a depository for grain and metals and a mar-
ketplace for trade; and those who controlled the straits also controlled at least
part of the Marmara, the Aegean and the Mediterranean seas. The straits were
the straits of the dominant powers, and whoever took control of them had the
chance to strangle others. In particular, centres such as Athens, which lacked large
agricultural areas, were dependant on the Black Sea as they were transformed into
metropolises by immigration, and they needed the straits to be navigable. At the
beginning of the 1st millennium BC, maritime trade in the Mediterranean was un-
der the control of the Eastern Mediterranean countries and almost all the Med-
iterranean coasts were colonised in accordance with the demands; and virtually
the first globalisation movement came along in cultural terms. The colonisation of
the Black Sea by the Ionians was carried out in such a period. As a source of liveli-
hood, trade was a very effective tool and the Black Sea was a highly profitable area
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for all kinds of products, but especially for selling wine, olive oil and ceramics and
buying grain and minerals. It was with this “colonisation” that the present-day port
towns of the Black Sea began to appear in history (Gabrielsen and Lund 2007).

We can say that the Voyage of the Argonauts is a much older and deep-rooted
mythic narrative since it is mentioned in Homer’s works. Of course, it is both diffi-
cult and meaningless to test the authenticity of this myth, because myths are not
narratives that necessarily transmit the truth; they are products that are coded in
the unconscious of societies and they mediate the information requirements of
the period. Their most real aspect is that they at least show how the Black Sea is
labelled in the minds of the societies that produced these mythical stories using
this language. As I mentioned above, we read from these texts the daydreams of
the people of the Mediterranean, the Aegean and mostly the mainland Greece,
including their perceptions of the Black Sea. It was thanks to these myths tuat
the Black Sea was discovered and even constructed in the language by the Aegean
world, because these narratives fantasised the mythical lands of the Black Sea as
the “lands of the other” in the minds of the listeners.

Thus, I think, the Trojan War becomes more reasonable at this point. This
mythical war, which in the world of the mainstream narrative is interpreted as a
love story, turns into a struggle for existence and sovereignty between two coali-
tions. The Trojans, forming a coalition with the Anatolians, defend their country
against another coalition coming from Greece under the command of Agamem-
non. Looking at the Black Sea and the mainland Greece, it becomes clear that this
war was not actually between Menelaos, whose wife was kidnapped, and Paris,
who kidnapped the most beautiful woman in the world. If the motivation behind
the war had been a love affair (although some justifications were invented), there
would have been no reason for others to join the war. As I said above, when it is
a war of control over the seas and the future of the people of both sides depends
on the dominance over the straits, it becomes more meaningful for the peoples of
both geographical regions to participate in this war with all their forces. Thus, the
solidarity and unity of soldiers from so many different countries becomes more
apparent. The struggle of the communities on both sides of the strait separating
the two seas over the strait and the seas will be the most meaningful interpreta-
tion of the Trojan War. Moreover, while there are so many wars that took place in
this civilisation of wars and violence we live in, we can attribute the fame of the
Trojan War to the fact that it was a world war and even a war of civilisations.

Another aspect of the Trojan War that concerns the Black Sea region was the
alliance of the mythical Amazonian societies on the side of Troy. Pentesilea, who
confronted Achilles in the one-on-one battle (monomakhia) in front of Troy, is
enough to show how powerful an ally the Amazons were.  must say that this myth-
ical female community, derived in mythology from the combination of the god of
war Ares and Nypmphe Harmonia, did not exist in reality, and that this narrative is
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meaningful as a representation of misogyny, especially in the minds of the ancient
Aegean world. However, mythological sources point to Africa, the mythical At-
lantis and sometimes Egypt as the homeland of Amazonian societies. The aspect
of the Amazon myth that concerns the Black Sea is the story of the Amazons liv-
ing on the banks of the Don River as neighbours of the Scythians. Tanais, the son
of the Amazon queen Lysippe, was blabbing about and criticising marriage and
family, which were the fundamentals of the Mediterranean Civilisation. When the
goddess Aphrodite, angry at this, made him fall in love with his mother to punish
him, Tanais found the way out of this trouble by committing suicide. Lysippe was
so angry at this incident, which led to the death of his son that he decided to rav-
age Anatolia and attacked Anatolia, conquering it to a great extent. It is said that
cities such as Ephesos and Smyrna were founded by the Amazons then. The Ama-
zons settled on the Black Sea coast and built the city of Thermedon as the capital
at the mouth of the Terme River near today’s Ordu. The myth ends badly for the
Amazons as they are destroyed by the famous hero Bellerophontes. The relation-
ship between the Amazons and the Black Sea is not limited to this, of course. For
example, it is narrated that Heracles came to Thermedon again to bring the belt of
the Amazon queen Hyppolite, which was among his 12 tasks. When Heracles con-
veyed the situation to the Amazon queen and asked for her belt, Hyppolite, who
was impressed by the god’s attitude, agreed to give her the belt. Hera, who wanted
Heracles to fight the Amazons and be harmed, was angry at this peaceful situation
and provoked the Amazons against the god and provoked a war. Thus, Heracles
had to fight with these warrior women. Apart from this, it is reported in written
sources that another mythical hero, Theseus, came to the Black Sea coast and kid-
napped an Amazon named Antiope. It is said that the Amazons, who could not
accept it, started an expedition to Athens and the war with the Amazons, which
the ancient Greek society called the famous Amazonomakhia, took place.

One of the most interesting information about the Amazons was given by
Herodotus. The Scythians were fighting with a mysterious group of warriors and
did not even know who they were. They finally learnt the truth when they stole the
corpse of one of the soldiers they killed and wanted to see what it looked like: The
Scythians were fighting with women warriors. The Scythians then gave up fight-
ing and sent the young and handsome men among them to the Amazon camps
to have relations with them and asked them to have children with these warrior
women. After a while, they achieved their goal, many Scythian soldiers managed
to have relations with Amazon women. When the Scythians offered them to go
to their own country with them and live together, the response they got was suf-
ficient to show why the masculine mentality of the Ancient Age attributed such
a violent and negative meaning to these women. The Amazon women told the
Scythians that their approach to life was very different from their women, that
they could not accept a life filled with housework and children like theirs, and
that they wanted to live freely as they used to do in the past. In short, the Amazons
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rejected the gender roles that patriarchal power would assign to their bodies. This
was the reason why they caused such discomfort among the ancient Greeks and
the Romans. The Amazons did not accept the submissive, accepting, restricted,
exploited identity expected from women. They were a community that threatened
this masculine culture, could not be controlled, could not be fitted into any iden-
tity, and were the nightmare of the patriarchal order built on gender roles. That'’s
why the tradition of telling the myths in which they were killed and slaughtered
and depicting the violence with an artistic aesthetic in public spaces emerged. The
Amazons were the cause of the masculine civilisation’s misogyny (Gezgin 2020).

As can be understood from the examples I have given, the fact that most of
the myths about the Amazons take place on the Black Sea coasts and that this
region is depicted as the land of the Amazons shows how the Black Sea coasts cor-
responded to the social consciousness of the Antiquity. Especially with its phallic
power and social organisation, it is possible to understand the codes of the Black
Sea in the minds of the Aegean world of the Antiquity and the mainland Greece.

I can say that the archaeological data, of which it is possible to find much
more, is indicative of the Mediterranean civilisation’s desire to “tame and civilise”
the Black Sea and its societies. These are the evidences of how the Black Sea was
invaded by the sexist, violent, expansionist, colonialist Mediterranean culture
since it became a sea. They are the reflections in the minds of the aggressive ci-
vilisation that claims to bring “freedom and democracy” wherever it goes, and the
struggle to transform the inhospitable Black Sea thousands of years ago (&&evog/
&Ee(1)vog), into a hospitable one (Eb&evog ITévtog). Because the political structure
of this civilisation, which hates multiplicity, has been striving for thousands of
years to unify the whole world into the same form and reduce it to uniformity.
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Farkli disiplinlerin bilgilerini kendi bilgilerimizle birlestirebildigimiz zaman daha
iyi diigiinebiliyoruz ve disiplinlerarasi gegislilik dogru ya da yanls olarak degil,
daha iyi diisiinebilmek, hayati anlayabilmek i¢in ¢ok 6nemlidir. Clinkii aslinda
hayat dedigimiz sey, aragtirma objemizden ya da baktigimiz yerden, kendi analiz
birimimizden bahsetmiyorum, hi¢bir disiplinin bakig acisina tek bagina sigmaya-
cak kadar ¢ok boyutlu, cok katmanly, iligkisel bir seydir. Karadeniz'deki sahil yolu
sadece Findiklr'da, Rize'de yaganan bir mekansal doniigiim degil, biitiin bir Kara-
deniz’in hayatini etkiliyen bir dontigsiim. Sadece Karadeniz'de degil, pek ¢ok kiy1
kentinde benzer doniisiimler yaganiyor; denizle kentlerin birlestigi ya da denizle
hayatin kendiliginden birbirine karigtigi, giindelik pratiklerin kesintisiz siirdiigii
giindelik hayat merkezi politikalar eliyle, yollarla boliiniiyor. Denizle bagin dogru-
dan kopmasinin neye yol ac¢ti§1 konusunda Karadeniz'de genis bir alan caligmasi
yapmadim ama Kocaeli'nde mimar arkadaslar ile benzer bir konuda ¢aligma yap-
mistik (Goregenli ve Karakus 2015). Kocaeli de denizin kiyisindan yolun gectigi bir
yer. Kiy1 kenti olarak Kocaeli’nde yasanan degigim “Kent kimligini nasil etkiledi?”
ve “Deniz algis1 ya da hayat nasil etkilendi?” sorularina cevap aradigimiz bir calis-
ma yapmistik. Ayrica Selcuk’ta, Kent Bellegi Miizesi'nin agilig caligmasi olarak yap-
tigimiz Selcuk Kent Bellegi calismasi da konu ile ilgili (Goregenli vd. 2013) ve son-
rasinda yine Selcuk’ta bir tiir go¢ envanteri tizerinde ¢aligarak niifus-go¢ caligmasi
yaptik. Selcuk’ta yaptigimiz calismada merkezi yol planlamalari agisindan benzer
sonuglar gordiik. Selguk’u bilenler animsayacaktir, eskiden Efes’e gidebilmek i¢in
Sel¢uk’a ugramak zorunluydu, simdi otoban ile dogrudan Efes’e varmak miimkiin.
Bu, Efes ile Sel¢uk yerlesimi arasindaki bagi tamamiyla kopardi ve sadece Selcuk’la
Efes arasindaki bagi koparmakla kalmadi, Efes’i gormek icin gelenlerin de Selguk
ile bagini kopardi. Bu 6rneklerden de biliyorum: “Yol nedir?” ve “yollar ne yapar?”
Mesela Ismail Gezgin'in caligtaydaki sunumunda deniz yollarinin daha fazla kul-
lanildigini s6ylemesi tizerine diisiindiim. Hem tarihsel olarak hem de giintimiizde
kara yoluna gegilmesi hayat nasil etkiledi? Bu konu giincel bir konu ve konugulu-
yor, tartigiliyor. izmir icin de konuguluyor. izmir'de Korfez'in iki yakasini ve Korfez
disin1 baglamak icin daha ¢ok deniz yolu kullanilmas: konusunda politikalar ge-
ligtirilmesi icin hep bir tartigma yapilir. Ancak Burhan Ozfatura'nin belediye bas-
kanlig1 doneminde Kordon'a tipki Karadeniz'deki gibi bir otoyol yapilmas: plan
vardi. Ve biiyiik direniglerle ve ayni zamanda STK'larin miicadeleleri ile durdu-
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ruldu. Ama tabi sadece direnisle degil, yerel yonetim se¢imlerinin &ncesiydi ve
Ozfatura kaybettigi icin de biraz o yol yapilamadi. Ancak giderayak o alani biiyiik
kayalarla doldurdu; ¢iinkii secilirse yol yapmaya devam edecekti. Ozfatura secimi
kaybettikten sonra belediye bagkani secilen Ahmet Pristina, denizin yol yapilmasi
icin kayalarla doldurulan kismi ¢ok biiyiik bir yesil alan yapti. Bu iyi bir 6rnek. O
yesil alan Izmir'de su an halk arasinda “¢im’, “cimler” denilen alan. Kordon'un, Kér-
fez’in en merkezi bolgesinde ¢ok biiyiik genis bir ¢cim alani haline geldi. Boylelikle
otoyol yapilmadig1 i¢in denizle sehrin iligkisi kesilmemis oldu, ayn1 zamanda ¢im
alan sayesinde biiyiik bir kamusal alan olusturuldu. Bu kamusal alanlarin 6nemi
ne? Once bir kere sunu séylemeliyiz: Deniz kiyilarn kamusal alanlardir. Ozellikle
de deniz kiyisinda kurulmus sehirler ya da yerlesim boélgeleri i¢in, bir kasaba da
olsa, deniz kiyisi o yerlesim yerinin kamusal alanidir. Tipki parklar, bahceler ve
meydanlar gibi...

Kamusal alanlar kendiliginde nasil yapilandirildiklarina bagh olarak c¢ok
onemli ve ideolojik bir role sahiptirler. Ciinkii kamusal alan o yerlesimde yasa-
yan insanlarin kargilasma mekanidir. Yani farkli bir yerlesimde yasayan farkl
niifus gruplarinin kendiliginden, dogal ve esit kosullarda kargilagmalari, oradaki
birarada yasami ya da genel olarak yasami yonlendiren degerlerin olugmasinda
cok 6nemlidir. Bu anlamda kamusal alan politik de bir alandir. Clinkii biz aslinda
digeriyle, kendimize benzemeyenle karsilagabildigimiz zaman ancak onun hak-
kinda bir fikir elde ederiz. Bu ¢ok bilinen temas hipotezi -sosyal psikoloji kuram-
larindan biridir- ve genellikle yanlig anlagilir ve temas sik sik farkli gruplarin ya da
cok moda tabiriyle “6teki”yle karsilasmanin, kendiliginden ayrimcilig1 ya da farkh
gruplar arasindaki iligkileri diizeltmede 6nemli bir sey oldugu soylenir. Oysa yapi-
lan aragtirmalar sunu gosteriyor: Temas, her kosulda degil, farkli gruplarin birbi-
riyle karsilagmasi, ancak belirli kosullarda gerceklesiyorsa ayrimcilig1 onleyici ya
da bir grubun digerini tanimasini saglayici bir rol oynar. O belirli kosullar nedir?
Toplumda zaten var olan sinifsal ya da bagka grup hiyerarsilerinin yansimadig:
kosullardir. Mesela bir grup zengin, bir grup yoksul mahallesine gidip yardim yap-
tiginda gerceklesen temas bir ise yaramiyor, tam tersine aragtirmalar gosteriyor ki
eger hiyerarsi o temasta ¢ok acikta belliyse, o temas daha da ¢ok acima “empati”
(bu da bu baglamda ise yarar bir sey degil) gibi seyler cercevesinde olusur. Sade-
ce yukaridakinin agagidakini anlamasi, hog gormesi, kabul etmesi gibi hiyerargiyi
mesrulagtirict sonuglara yol agabilir. Gercek bir kargilagma ancak insanlarn esit,
en azindan gorece esit kosullarda oldugu yerlerde gerceklestiginde ayrimciligs
engelleme siirecinde etkili olabilir. Kamusal mekan, iste bu kendiliginden temas
dedigimiz seyin gerceklegebilmesi i¢in cok énemlidir. Mesela izmir'deki o ¢cim ala-
ninin ve {zmir'de biitiin Kérfez'in etrafinin kamusal mekan olarak acik ve deniz-
le iligkili olmasi, yani giindelik yasam mekanlarinin kendiliginden gecisli olmasi
mekansal 6geler ve yerlesim bolgeleri i¢in 6nemlidir.

Kamusal alanin yapilandirilmamig olmasi da ¢cok 6nemlidir. Yapilandirma ne
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demek? Yapilandirma, kendiliginden ve egit, gérece esit, temas1 engelleyen bir
miidahaledir. S6z gelimi oraya restoranlar, kafeler yaparsaniz ve onlarin her birisi-
nin simifsal kimlikleri olur, ancak giicii yetenlerin kullanimina agik olur. Ozlem’in
yaptig1 goriismelerde1 Karadeniz'de yol ne yapiyor ile yolun bu sekilde yapilmis
olmasinin neye yol actig1 siklikla vurgulanmistir. Yol, her yerde bagka bir seye yol
acmug, ¢iinkii yol sadece insanlari bir yerden bir yere ulagtirmak i¢in var olan bir
arag degildir. Yolun araci rolii vardir, nereye yapildigina bagh olarak ayn1 zamanda
yol bir seyle bagka bir seyi ayirr, aradadir, araya uzanir, mesafe koyar. Karadeniz
sahil yolunu diigiiniirsek, yol yerlesim bolgesinin giindelik hayatiyla denizin ara-
sma uzaniyor; disaridan gelenlerin tipki Selcuk 6rneginde oldugu gibi, hig yerle-
sim bolgeleriyle iliskilenmeden dogrudan bir yerden bir yere gitmesine yol agiyor,
yani aslinda disariyla iceri arasindaki -Selguk’la Efes gibi- bag1 koparmig oluyor.
Bunu goriigmelerde hep “Cin Seddi” metaforuyla anlatiyorlar. Cin Seddi'nin yatay
bir diizlem olarak, ya da yatay giden anlaminda var oldugunu diisiiniiyoruz. Peki
yol ayn1 zamanda deniz kenarina yapildiginda ve kesintisiz bir hat olusturdugun-
da ne yapiyor? O cografyanin biitiin katmanlarimin birbiriyle iligkisini de kesmig
oluyor. Yani daglarla da, ovalarla da, derelerle de denizin iligkisi kesiliyor. Simdi
boyle baktigimizda goriismelerde de kamusal alan dedigimiz sey anlatiliyor. Yol-
dan dnce kiy1 seridi, deniz kenar1 diye bir sey vardi. Yol ile birlikte deniz kenar1 yok
oluyor. Oysa deniz kenar1 tam bir kamusal alandir. Anlatilarda da ¢ok net olarak
goriilmektedir ki insanlar orada hayatlarini geciriyorlar. §imdi orada oraya ait ol-
mayan taglarla doldurulmus bir yer var. Bu taslar, disaridan getirilen taglar oldugu
icin yosun tutmalar1 miimkiin olmuyor ve bu durum balik¢ilig1 dogrudan etkiliyor,
balik tiirleri degisiyor. O kiyilarin kendi taslari, o denizin dogal olarak iirettigi tas-
lar oldugu icin, zaman icinde olusuyor, denizin kendi ekolojik yapisi icinde yosun
tutuyorlardi. Mesela yalak denilen yerlerde taslar doniismiis ve baliklar oradan
beslenirken yoldan sonra o yalaklar yok oldu ve dolayisiyla balik tiirleri de bu du-
rumdan etkilendi.

Ekoloji kavrami hakkinda konusurken hep denizden, hayvanlardan, vahsi do-
gadan, sadece insan olmayandan ibaret bir seymis gibi konusuyoruz. Oysa biz, in-
sanlar da ekolojinin bir pargasiyiz. Nasil baliklar o denizden beslenemiyor ve do-
gal hayatlar yer degistirmeyle bagka bir seye doniisiiyorsa, biz de sadece balik¢ilik
yapmadigimiz i¢in degil, bir yerin, bir cografyanin bizim hayatimizdaki rolii de-
gistiginde hayatimiz degistigi icin, artik o kiyinin bir parcas: olmaktan ¢ikiyoruz.
Baliklarin tiirlerinin degismesi gibi biz de tiimiiyle degisen o hayat icinde donii-
sityoruz. Ulkemizdeki biitiin kiy1 yollarinda oldugu gibi Karadeniz Sahil Yolunda
da kimse oradaki hayat1 6nemsememigtir. Yol yapilirken sistemin, kapitalizmin ih-
tiyaclar dogrultusunda hareket edilmistir. Bu anlamiyla yollar neyi tagimasi, hiz-
landirmasi gerekiyorsa onun i¢in yapilan seylerdir ve hem mikro hem de makro
diizeyde yagamu biitiiniiyle etkilemektedir. Ekonomik boyutu yasam alanlarim

1 Bucalismaicin Ozlem Sendeniz tarafindan sahada gériismeleri yapiimistir. Katkilari icin tesekkiir ederim.
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dogrudan etkileyerek, kamusal alan1 tamamen yok etmektedir. Kamusal alan1 yok
ederken orada gerceklesecek olasi kargilasmalar: da yok etmektedir. Cay calista-
yinda2 da konusmustuk, burada da benzer bir sey bulunmaktadir. Mesela yolun
biitiin Karadeniz sahil seridi boyunca oldugunu ve aslhinda biitiiniiyle deniz kiy1-
siny, dolayisiyla deniz kiyisindaki hayati yok ettigini diisiiniirsek; cay i¢in de cayin
kapitalistlesmesi, mevsimlik iscilerin gelmesi vb. konularda farkli kimlik gruplari-
nin karsilagmasini miimkiin kilan bir kamusal alanin yok edildigini konusmustuk.
Burada da oldukga benzer bir durum s6z konusu. Deniz kiyisini, dogal bir kamusal
alan1 yok ettigimizde hem oradaki geleneksel, yani “yerli” niifusun kendi icinde
farkl siniflarla ya da farkli olan her sey ile, hem de disaridan gelen, yeni niifus
gruplariyla kargilagsmalarini engelliyorsunuz. Boylece, her grup sadece kendi i¢ini
goriir hale gelir ve milliyetcilik de buradan beslenir. “Diger”ini goremezseniz, zih-
ninizdeki 6nyargilar sizi daha ¢ok yonlendirir.

Kadinlar acisindan bagka bir boyutu daha var. Yol 6ncesinde kadinlar dog-
rudan, evlerinin 6niinden denize girebiliyorlardi. Kendi evinin 6niinden denize
girerken -bir yandan 6zel alanla kamusalin gecisliligi cok miimkiin- ayn1 zaman-
da orada “bir bagkas1 da” denize girebiliyordu. Kadinlar i¢cin daha goriiniir ve gec
saatlere kadar rahat dolasabildikleri bir yerdi. Neden? Niye gec saatlere kadar? Yol
neyi engelliyor? Ciinkii insanlar mekén icinde bir “burasi” noktasindan baglayarak
hareket ederler. S6z gelimi benim evimden ¢ikip, bir sahil geridinde yiiriiytip deni-
ze girip eve geri donmem bagka bir gey. Yatay bir hareketten bahsediyoruz ve bu-
rast i¢inde orasi cok tanimlanmis, benim kontrol edebildigim bir giivenlik alanina
sahip. Cok daha rahat yapabilirim bunu, hangi saat olursa olsun, hatta olabildigi
kadar ge¢ saate kadar. Ama evimden ¢ikip tamamen anonim bir yoldan gec¢ip ya
da o viraj i¢in ayrilan yere gidip oradan denize girmek -dikey hareket-birbirinden
cok farkli seyler. Orada yasayanlar bunu ¢ok daha iyi biliyorlar. Yani toplumsal cin-
siyet acisindan kadinlarin goriiniirligiinii de engelleyen bir sey bu yol.

Cevre Psikolojisi kavramlarina donersek; degisim ve siireksizlik kavramlar
burada da yol gosterici Mekansal siireklilik ve bu siirekliligin yol ile birlikte kesin-
tiye ugramasi kaginilmazdir. Hi¢ kimse miidahale etmese, distan hicbir miidahale
olmasa bile, cayin kapitalistlesmesi siirecinde yasanana benzer bir sekilde kont-
rol ve yeniden yapilandirma siireci ortaya ¢ikar ki yol da aym etkiyi yapiyor. Ama
bunlar hi¢ olmasa bile degisim ve siireksizlik, yani mekansal siireksizlik kacinil-
mazdir. Bu nedenle yer kimligi, yere baglhlik ve yer bellegi acisindan bakarsak bu
bellekte kesintilerin ya da doniisiimlerin olmamasi miimkiin degildir. Mekansal
hafiza dedigimiz sey, siirekli yeniden yapilandirdigimiz bir sey ve burada degisi-
min yonii cok dnemlidir. Yapilan arastirmalar, mekanda deneyimin siirekliligini
bozan, orada yasayanlarin kontrolii disinda gerceklesen ve siireksizlik yaratan her
zorla degisikligin mekénsal hafizada parcalanmalar yarattigini ve mekansal ha-
fizay1 yeniden yapilandirdigin gosteriyor. Yerinden edilmelerde de boyle, ya da

2 Gaydan Ote: Tarladan Demlige Mekanda ve Bellekte GCay Cevrimigi Galistay & Forum, 2021
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yasanan yerdeki 6nemli yapisal degisiklikler oldugunda da aym sonugclar ortaya
cikiyor. Ne oluyor? Yer bellegi kugaklar boyunca da aktariliyor. Mesela orada farkl
yag gruplaryla alan calismalarn yapsak, yoldan 6nce ve yoldan sonra diye bunlar1
ayirsak; belli bir yasa gore yolun dncesini ve sonrasin bilenlerin, yolun éncesini
hi¢ bilmeyenlerin ve yol sonrasini1 deneyimlemis olanlarin o cografya ve mekamn
nasil algiladiklar1 konusunda bir kargilastirma yapsak ne kadar farkliliklar oldu-
gunu ortaya koyabiliriz. Biz [zmit'te, Selcuk'ta ve [zmir'de yaptigimiz kent bellegi
calismalarinda gordiik bunu. Denizin ve deniz ile kurulan iligkinin nasil kesintiye
ugradiginy, Efes-Selcuk arasindaki o yolun hayati nasil degistirdigini; bir zamanlar
Efes’in sanki Selcuk'un arka bahgesi gibiyken, biletle girilen bir seyir mekanina
doniistiigiinii gordiik. Diistiniin, Selcuklular arasinda tarihsel bir mekanla kurulan
iliski zaman i¢inde nasil degisti? Mekana iliskin bellek aktarilan bir sey oldugu
icin ¢calismalarimizda kusaklar arasinda nasil farklar oldugunu da gordiik. Cocuk-
larimiza sadece anlatmiyoruz, aktariyoruz gosteriyoruz. Yani yeni kusaklar kendi
hafizamizin icinde gezdiriyoruz. Mekansal hafiza da ancak o yer yerinde duru-
yorsa aktarilabiliyor. Yerinde durmuyorsa aktarilamiyor, bir masal anlatisina ya da
hatira aktarimima doniisiiyor. Yapilan calismalar bize sunu gosteriyor: Mekansal,
zihinsel, psikolojik ve yere iligkin temsillerimiz hesaplayarak, 6lcerek olusan ge-
ometrik seyler degildir. Bunlar deneyimlerle, anilarla ve oraya iliskin yasantilarla
olusuyor. Bir tiir biligsel kolajdan s6z ediyoruz. O kolaj bozuldugunda aktarim da
bozuluyor. Aslinda bu kolajlar siirekli degisiyor, ad1 tistiinde kolaj, ve bu kesintiler
cok 6nemli. Yol da bu kesinti ara¢larindan bir tanesini olusturuyor.

Bir diger kavram ise kendilik ve kimlik. Kendilik bireysel, bizi bireye gonde-
ren bir kavramdir. Bireysel olarak kendilik, benlik -self- diye adlandirdigim sey,
stireclerini yagiyoruz. Bir de kimlik var. Kendilik daha bireysel, kimlik daha sos-
yal gibi biliyoruz. Oysa onlarin arasinda da ¢ok dnemli gegisler var. Sinif kimligi
ve sinif kimliklerinin dogurdugu etnik, dini vb kimlikleri, bu kimliklerin yarattig
kayiplar ve diinyaya boyle bakmanin bize neye mal oldugunu ¢ok iyi bilirken, bu
kavramlardan hoglanmamamiz ¢ok dogal ama simdi insanlarin neden bu kavram-
lara ihtiya¢ duyduklarini da anlamaliyiz. Biz bu kavramlan kullanmamaya karar
vermekten ya da bunlar yok etmekten 6te bunlarin icini nasil dolduracagiz diye
diisiinmeliyiz. Insan neden kendisine iliskin bir imgeye sahip olmaya calistyor?
Kendilik budur. Sosyal kimlik nedir? O da ait oldugumuz gruplardan kaynaklanan
kimliktir. Ciinkii, insan biligsel tasarruf yapma ihtiyacindan her karsilagtig1 yeni
uyaranlari bildigi bir kategoriye sokmaya calisir. Bu, evrensel bir sey aslinda, ihti-
yactir. Ama kendiliginden diigmanliga falan yol agmaz. Kimlik meselesini siddete
donigtiiren, kimliklere sahip olmamiz ya da kendimizi kimliklerimizle tanimla-
mamiz degil, kimliklerin gercek diinyada icinde yer aldiklar hiyerarsik yapilar ve
bu hiyerarsik yapilar ortadan kalkmadikca 6zellikle dezavantajli kimliklerin kendi
kimliklerini ifade etmekten bagka seceneklerinin olmamasidir. Ciinkii ayrimeili-
ga ugradiklan yeri -kimliklerini- ifade etmedik¢e ayrimcilikla miicadele etmeleri
miimkiin degildir. Yukaridakiler ne yapiyorlar? Var olan statiiyii korumak i¢in sii-
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rekli kendi kimliklerini 6ne ¢ikariyorlar. Dolayisiyla diinya gergekten esit ve adil
bir yer olmadigi siirece bu kimliklerin bir anlami olacaktir.

Tek tek yurttag olamadigimiz siirece de bu boyle devam edecektir. Sadece
Tiirkiye'den de bahsetmiyorum, son dénemde iyice her birimiz yurttas olmaktan
ciktik. Bizde degil sadece, ihrac edilebildigimiz ya da birtakim miilkiyet haklari-
nin bile giivencede olmadig: bir yerde yurttaghktan bahsedilemez. Biliyorsunuz
ortada higbir sey yokken Aziz Nesin Vakfi'nin banka hesaplari bloke edildi. Hi¢bi-
rimiz yurttas degiliz Tiirkiye'de. Sadece Tiirkiye degil, Isve¢’ten de bahsediyorum.
Isvec yurttaglik temelinde bir toplumsal érgiitlenmenin oldugu bir yer, ama onu
bir de gé¢gmenlere sorun isvec'te. Oyle degil. Yani diinyanin hicbir yerinde heniiz
sosyal kimliklerimize ihtiya¢ duymayacagimiz bir diizen yok. Sosyal kimlikler i¢
grubun sinirlarini kapatir. Hangisi olursa olsun kimlikler bir grubun simirlarini ka-
patir ve o kimlige aidiyet ne kadar yiiksekse kapanma da o kadar giiclii olur. O
yiizden de ¢ok tehlikelidir. Hepimizin ¢oklu kimlikleri var. Hi¢birimiz sadece alevi
degiliz, hi¢birimiz sadece Tiirk degiliz, hi¢birimiz sadece Ingiliz degiliz. Bir siirii
kimligimiz var ama bu kimliklerden bazilar1 6ne ¢ikiyor. O 6ne ¢ikanin 6zellikle
stmirlan ¢ok kalinlagtyor. Kalinlaginca da digeriyle gecislilik olusmuyor. Iste tam
olarak orada catigmaya hazir hale geliyor. Bu yiizden de ¢ok sakincalidir. Ama biz
ne yapabiliriz bunlari engelleyemiyorsak, ki engelleyemeyecegiz uzun siire. Ciin-
kit bu hiyerarsik sistem siirekli bazi kimlikleri eziyor. O zaman ne yapabiliriz? Bu
kendilik ve kimligin icini bagka tiirlii doldurabiliriz. Yer kimligi kavramini o yiiz-
den seviyorum. Yer kimligi, kimligi cografyaya baglayan bir kavram. Yani herkese
acik olabilir. Din, inang iste etnisite, sinif vs... Eger biz cografyaya dayali bir kimligi
one cikartirsak biitiin kimliklerin eriyebilecegi, ve iste gecisliligin en ideal bicimde
saglanabilecegi bir kimlikten bahsediyor olabiliriz. Yani su denebilir, ille de kimligi
One mi ¢ikartmaliy1z? Degiliz. Ama bu verili kimlik kategorileriyle birlegebilecek
bir ortak-paylasilan kimlikle cevap verebiliriz. Tipki bu gecislilik meselesi, kesi-
simsellik moda lafiyla oldugu gibi. Aslinda gecisliliktir o. yani. Klasiktir, bildim
bileli vardir. Kesisimsellik dedigimiz sey mesela cinsiyetler arasi, cinsel yonelim-
ler arasi, kimlikler arasi vs... Elbette bunu sirf sdylemekle olmuyor. Bunun yerine
koyabilecegimiz yer kimligi var. Iste bu yollar, yer kimliginin olusmasinda yapisal
sorunlar ortaya ¢ikariyor ve tam da yer kimligini icerideki digaridaki, kiyidaki ka-
radaki, dagdaki denizdeki gibi ayirirken, kamusallig1 yok ederek insan gruplari-
n1 da birbirinden ayiriyor. Yani o biitiin kendiliginden akslari ortadan kaldiriyor.
Bu nedenle gecislilik cok kiymetlidir, olimpiyat halkalar gibidir. Kamusal alan da
kimlikler arasindaki gecisliligi saglar. Gegislilik ne kadar varsa o kadar bir arada ve
baris icerisinde yasariz.
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We can think better when we can combine the knowledge of different disciplines
with our own knowledge, and interdisciplinary transitivity, not for discussing if
it is right or wrong, but is very important in order to think better and understand
life. Because, in fact, what we call life, I am not talking about our research object
or our stand point or our own unit of analysis, is a too multidimensional, multi-la-
yered, and relational thing to fit into the perspective of any discipline alone. The
coastal highway in the Black Sea is not just a spatial transformation Findikli and
Rize had, but a transformation that affects the life in the whole Black Sea. Similar
transformations are happening not only in the Black Sea, but also in many coastal
cities. Daily life, where the sea and the city merge, or where the sea and life spon-
taneously blend, and where everyday practices last uninterrupted, is disrupted by
roads made with the hands of central policies. I have not run a large field study
in the Black Sea about the direct loss of connection with the sea resulted in what,
but we did a study on a similar subject with fellow architects in Kocaeli (Goregenli
and Karakusg 2015). Kocaeli is too a city that has a coastal highway. We conducted
a study in which we sought answers to questions “How was the identity of the city
affected?”, and “How was the perception of the sea or life affected?” in the trans-
formation experienced in Kocaeli as a coastal city. Selcuk City Memory research,
which we did as the opening work for the City Memory Museum in Sel¢uk, is also
on this subject (Goregenli et al. 2013), and then again, we did a population-mig-
ration study by working on a sort of migration inventory in Selcuk. In the study
we made in Selguk, we observed similar results in terms of central road planning.
Those who know Selcuk would remember: before one had to to pass through Sel-
cuk to go to Ephesus, now it is possible to reach Ephesus directly by the highway.
This completely severed the connection between Ephesus and the Selguk settle-
ment, and it was not only disconnected Selguk from Ephesus, it was also cut pe-
ople’s connection off from Selcuk who came to visit Ephesus. I know it from these
examples: “What's way?” and “What do roads do?” For example, I thought over
Ismail Gezgin’s statement at his presentation in the workshop that sea routes are
used more. How has the shift to highway affected life both in history and today?
This is a current issue, and being talked about and discussed. It's debated also for
izmir. A discussion is always made to develop policies on using mainly sea routes
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to connect the two sides of the Gulf and the out of the Gulf in Izmir. However, du-
ring the mayor of Burhan Ozfatura, there was a plan to make a highway in Kordon,
justlike in the Black Sea. It was stopped thanks to great resistance movements and
the struggles of NGOs. But of course, this achieved not only by the resistance; it
was just before the local elections and the highway was not built partly because
Ozfatura lost in the election. But he filled that area with boulders just before he
left; because if elected, he would continue to build it. Ahmet Pristina, who was
elected mayor after Ozfatura lost the election, made a large green space on the
part of the sea that was filled with boulders in order to built a road. This is a good
example. That green space is the area now called “¢cim (grass)” or “¢cimler (mea-
dows)” among the people in izmir. It became a very big, large lawn area in Kordon,
in the most central area of the Gulf. Since the highway was not built, the connecti-
on between the sea and the city was not interrupted. At the same time, by means
of the lawn area, a big public space was created. What is the importance of these
public spheres? First of all, we must say: Sea shores are public spaces. Especially
for the cities or settlements established on the seaside, and even for a town, seas-
hore is the public sphere of that settlement, just like parks, gardens and squares.

Public spheres in essence have a very important and ideological role depen-
ding on how they are structured. Because the public sphere is an encountering
place of the people living in that settlement. Namely, the spontaneous, natural
and under equal circumstances encounters of different population groups living
in a different settlement are very important in the formation of values that guide
daily living together or life in general. Public sphere is also a political sphere in
taht regard. Because we actually form an opinion about the other, the one who
is not like us, only when we can encounter him. This well-known contact hypot-
hesis is one of the social psychology theories and often misunderstood. It is said
that contact, frequent encounters with different groups, or with the fashionab-
le phrase, with “the other,” is something important in spontaneously eliminating
discrimination or improving relations between different groups. However, rese-
arch shows that: Contact plays a role in preventing discrimination or enabling
one group to know the other not in all circumstances, but only if different groups
encounter each other only under specific conditions. What are those certain con-
ditions? They are the conditions on which already existing class or other group
hierarchies does not reverberate. For example, the contact made when a group of
rich people visit a poor neighborhood and do help does not work. Quite the cont-
rary, researches show that if the hierarchy is clearly obvious in that contact, that
contact is occurs on the framework of things like pity or “empathy” (which is not
useful in this context) This can only lead to results that legitimize the hierarchy
such as the one on the above’s understanding, tolerating, accepting the one below.
A genuine encounter can only be effective in preventing discrimination when it
takes place where people are under equal, or at least relatively equal, conditions.
Public sphere is very important for this thing we called spontaneous contact to
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occur. For example, it is important for spatial elements and residential areas that
the above mentioned lawn area and the entire Korfez in Izmir are open as public
spheres and related to the sea (that is, the everyday life places are self-transitive).

It is also very important that the public sphere to be unstructured. What does
structuring mean? Structuring is an intervention that hampers spontaneous and
equal, relatively equal contact. For instance, if you build restaurants and cafes the-
re, each of them would have a class identity, and be available only to those who
can afford it. In Ozlem’s interviews1, it was often emphasized what the highway
did in the Black Sea region and to what caused when it was built in this way. The
highway resulted in different things everywhere; because road is not just a means
of transport to get people from one place to another. The road has a mediating
role, at the same time, depending on where it is built, it separates one thing from
another, is in-between, extends in between, puts distance. Considering the Black
Sea coastal highway, it stretches between the everyday life of the residential area
and the sea. It causes outsiders (just like in the Selcuk example) to go directly from
one place to another without having any contact with the settlements, in other
words, it actually severes the link between the outside and the inside (like Selcuk
and Ephesus). In interviews, they always express this through the “Great Wall of
China” metaphor. We think that the Great Wall of China represents here a hori-
zontal plane or means going horizontally. Then what does the road do when it is
built on the seaside and forms a continuous line at the same time? It cuts off the
links among of all layers of that geography with each other. In other words, it cuts
off the connection between sea and mountains, plains and streams. Now, when
we look at it from this perspective, in the interviews it is told what we call the
public sphere. There was the thing as the coastline, the seaside before the highway
built. With its construction, the seaside vanishes. Yet, seaside is an exact public
space. Now there is a place filled with stones that don’t belong there. These sto-
nes don't gather moss as they are brought from elsewhere and this directly affects
fishery, fish species are changing. Since the stones of those shores were naturally
produced by the sea, they used to be formed over time and gather moss in the own
ecological structure of the sea. For example, in places called troughs (yalak), sto-
nes transformed. Fish used to feed there. After the highway, those troughs wiped
out and fish species were adversely affected.

When talking about the concept of ecology, we always talk about sea, animals,
wildlife, like it is just a non-human thing. However, we humans are also a part of
ecology. Just as fish cannot feed from that sea and their wildlife grow into somet-
hing else with replacement, we ceased to be a part of that coast anymore, not
only because we do not fish, but also because our lives change when the role of a
place or a geography in our life changes. Like fish species change, we transform in
that entirely changing life. As in all coastal roads in our country, no one gave any

1 For this study, field interviews were conducted by Ozlem Sendeniz. | thank her for her contribution.
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consideration about the life there on the Black Sea Coastal Highway. The highway
was built in accordance with the needs of the system, capitalism. In that sense,
roads are built for the things they need to carry or accelerate, and affect life utterly
both at micro and macro levels. Its economic dimension directly affects the living
areas and completely ruins the public sphere. While it ruins the public sphere, it
also eliminates the possible encounters that would happen there. We talked about
it on the workshop on tea2, there is a similar situation here as well. For example,
if we consider that the road stretches along the entire Black Sea coastline and
completely destroys the sea coast, and therefore the life on the seaside; for tea, we
talked about the destruction of a public space that made it possible for different
identity groups to meet on issues such as the arrival of seasonal workers as a result
of capitalisation of tea. There is a very similar situation here. When you destroy
the coast, a natural public sphere, you hamper the traditional, that is, the “local”
population from encountering both different classes or anything different within
themselves and population groups that come from other places. Therefore, each
group can only see within itself and nationalism is feed on this. If you cannot see
the “other”, you are driven more by the prejudices in your mind.

There is another dimension of it for women. Before the highway, women could
go to the sea directly in front of their houses.-While she was swimming in front of
her own house -meanwhile, the transition between the private and the public is
quite possible-, at the same time, “another one” could swim there. For women, it
was a place where they were more visible and could walk around safely until late
hours. Why? Why until late hours? What does the highway hinder? Because pe-
ople move starting from a “here” point in a space. For instance, it is another thing
that I leave my house, walk on a coastline, swim in the sea and turn back home.
We are talking about a horizontal movement, and it’s defined in here, it has a safe
space that I can control. I can do this much more comfortably, no matter what
time it is, even until as late as possible. But leaving my house, walking through a
completely anonymous road, or going to the place reserved for that turn and going
into the sea from there - vertical movement - are very different things. People who
live there know this much better. In other words, in terms of gender this highway is
something that hinders the visibility of women. Returning to the concepts of Envi-
ronmental Psychology, the concepts of change and discontinuity are guiding also
here. Spatial continuity and its interruption with the construction of the highway
is inevitable. Even if no one intervenes, even if there is no outside interference, a
process of control and restructuring emerges, similar to the one experienced in
the process of capitalisation of tea, that means the highway has the same effect.
But even if these never occur, change and discontinuity, spatial discontinuity, are
inevitable. Therefore, in terms of place identity, place attachment and place me-
mory, it is impossible to not have interruptions or transformations in this memory.

2 Beyond Tea: From Field to Pot, Tea in Space and Memory Online Workshop & Forum, 2021
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The thing we call spatial memory is something we are constantly reconstructing,
and the direction of change is critical here. Studies show that every forced change
that disrupts the continuity of the experience in the space, happen beyond the
control of the people living there and creates discontinuity, causes ruptures in
spatial memory and restructures it. Same results occur in displacements, or when
there are significant structural changes in residential area. What happens? Place
memory is also passed down from generation to generation. For example, if we do
field studies with different age groups there, classify them as the ones before and
after the highway, and if we make a comparison about how those who know both
the before and after the highway, those who know nothing about the before, and
those who witnessed the after perceive that geography and place, we can reveal
how many differences there are. We saw this in our city memory studies made
in Izmit, Selguk and Izmir. We saw how the sea and the relationship with the sea
were interrupted, how the highway between Ephesus and Selcuk changed the life
and while Ephesus once was like Selcuk’s backyard, how it transformed into an
excursion spot entered with a ticket. Imagine how the relationship established
among people of Selcuk by means of a historical place changed over time. Since
spatial memory is something that is transferred, we saw in our studies what kind
of differences there are between generations. We don't just tell our children, we
transfer, we show. In other words, we take the new generations walking in our own
memories. Spatial memory can only be transferred if that place still exists there.
If it does not remain, it cannot be transferred, it only turns into a story narration
or reminiscence sharing. Studies show us this: Our spatial, mental, psychological
and spatial representations are not geometric things that form by calculation and
measurement. These are formed by experiences, memories and living related to
that place. We're talking about some sort of cognitive collage. When that collage is
interrupted, the transfer is corrupted, too. Actually, these collages are constantly
changing, as the term collage implies, and these interruptions are very important.
The highway is one of these means of interruption.

Another concept is self and identity. Self is an individual concept, a concept
that sends us to the individual. We are living through the processes of what Iname
individual self. There’s also identity. We know self as more individual, identity as
more social. However, there are very important transitions between them. As we
know very well class identity and ethnic, religious, etc. identities engendered by
them, the losses caused by these identities, and what it costs us to look at the
world like that, it is natural for us to not like these concepts, but we must also un-
derstand why people need these concepts. Rather than deciding not to use these
concepts or abolishing them, we should think about how to make use of them.
Why do people try to have an image of himself? That is the self. What is social
identity? It is the identity stemming from the groups we belong. Because people
try to put every new stimulus they encounter into a category they know due to the
need for cognitive disposition. This is actually a universal need. But it does not
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lead to hostility by itself. What turns the issue of identity into violence is not that
we have identities or define ourselves with them, but the hierarchical structures
within which identities come in the real world, and that unless these hierarchical
structures are removed, especially disadvantaged identities have no choice other
than to express their identities. Because it is not possible for them to fight disc-
rimination unless they express the place -identity- where they are subjected to
discrimination. What do the ones above do? They constantly highlight their own
identities in order to maintain current status. Thus, unless the world is truly an
equal and fair place, these identities will have meaning.

This will go on like this as long as every single on of us do not become citizens.
I'm not talking about just for Turkey, lately, each of us completely ceased being a ci-
tizen. Not only for us, in a place where we could be expelled or in where even some
of our property rights are not secure, we cannot speak of citizenship. As you know,
the Aziz Nesin Foundation’s bank accounts were blocked for no reason. None of
us are citizens in Turkey. I'm not just talking about Turkey, I'm talking about Swe-
den, too. Sweden is a country where there is a social organization on citizenship
grounds, but ask the immigrants in Sweden. It’s not like that. In short, there is any
order nowhere in the world yet where we do not need our social identities. Soci-
al identities close the boundaries of an in-group. Regardless of which, identities
close the boundaries of a group, and the higher the belonging to that identity, the
stronger the isolation. That’s why it’s very dangerous. We all have multiple identi-
ties. None of us is just Alevi, none of us is just Turkish, none of us is just British. We
have many identities, but some of them are prominent. Especially the borders of
that prominent one thickens. When it gets thicker, transition with the other can-
not occur. That’s exactly where it becomes ready for conflict. That's why it’s very
dangerous. But if we cannot prevent this, and we already won't be able to prevent
for a longer time as this hierarchical system constantly oppresses some identities,
then what can we do? We can interpret self and identity differently. That's why I
love the concept of place identity. Place identity is a concept that connects iden-
tity to geography. So it can be open to everyone. Religion, belief, ethnicity, class,
etc. If we feature an identity based on geography, we may be talking about an
identity in which all identities can melt and transitivity can be achieved in the
most ideal way. One may ask: do we have to emphasize identity? No, we don’t.
But we can respond with a common-shared identity that can be combined with
these given categories of identity. Just like this transitivity thing, or that trendy
intersectionality term. Actually it is transitivity. It’s a classic, it exists since forever.
What we call intersectionality, is a thing, for example, between genders, between
sexual orientations, between identities, etc. Of course, saying is not doing. We can
replace it with place identity. These highways cause structural problems in the for-
mation of place identity, and divide the place identity as insider-outsider, on the
shore-on the land, in the sea-in the mountains, and thus separate human groups
from each other by abolishing publicity. In other words, it removes all that sponta-
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neous reflections. Therefore transitivity is ver valuable, it's like the Olympic rings.
The public sphere provides transitivity between identities. The more transitivity
there is, the more we can live together and in peace.
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Bolgemizde, Arhavi, Findikly, Pazar, gibi sahil kasabalarinda, yaz aylarinda ¢ocuk-
larin yagaminin bir donemi kayalar etrafinda gecerdi. Ya kiyidaki kayalarin iistiin-
de kah kayalara tirmanarak, kah kayalardan atlayarak, ya da kayalarin {izerinde
hakimiyet kurmak i¢in iki takim halinde miicadele ederek... O kayalarin bir kismi
dalgalar ile siirekli 1slanan kaygan kayalardi. Cocuklar iki takim olur ve bu kaya-
lar tizerinde hakimiyet kurmaya calisir, kayaya ilk ¢ikan grup diger grubun kayaya
cikmasini engellemeye caligirdi. iki takimdan birisi kayayi ele gegirdiginde, diger
takimin hedefi ilk grubu suyun i¢ine almak ve kayadan alasag etmek olurdu. Co-
cuklarin giiniiniin bityiik bir kismi sahilde gecer, orada yenilir icilirdi. Hatta mid-
ye toplanir ve toplanan midyeler yenirdi. Kisaca Karadeniz Bolgesi'ndeki insanlar
olarak ¢ocuklugumuzun genclige kadar olan doneminde, kimlik olusumumuzda
deniz, denizin kiyisi ve yali cok 6nemli birer etkinlik alaniydi. Daha i¢ bolgelerde
benzer bir islevi dereler gérmekteydi ve buralarda ve cocuklar yiizmeyi derede
ogrenmekteydi. Yaz giinlerinde bolge insanlari cay, findik topladiktan sonra dere-
ye gider, hem temizlenir, ter atar, banyo yapar hem de serinlerdi. Derede yarislar
da yapilirdi. Yani Karadeniz'de dere ve deniz etrafinda sekillenen bir yasam belle-
ginden soz etmek miimkiindiir. Bizim kimligimizin olusmasinda, belki 6zellikle
erkek cocuklari icin, sahil, deniz ve derelerin yeri ¢ok biiyiiktiir. Eskiden aksama
kadar calisilir, findik toplanirdi. O dénemde evler simdiki kadar rahat degildji, giin-
litk dus alma olanaklar1 olmadigi icin biitiin aile hep beraber aksam denize ya da
dereye giderlerdi. Kadinlar da denize, dereye gider, yiizer, terini atardi. Bolgede
“kukuma” dedigimiz giigiim veya kaplar ile evdeki yaghlar icin de denizden tuzlu
su alinarak eve gotiiriiliirdii. Eve gidince yaghlar o suyla yikanirlardi. O suyun cil-
de ve birtakim hastaliklara iyi geldigi diistiniiliirdii. Bu iliskinin bagka bir parcasi
sportif amacli olta balik¢iligiydi. Kiyida bulunan yaya kaldirimlarinda volta atmak
ve yiiriiylis yapmak kiyr ile kurulan bu iliskinin bir diger bicimidir. Sonug olarak
kiy1 kasabalarinda insanlarin kiyi, deniz ve dere ile ¢cok yogun ve etkilesimli bir
iligkisi vard.

Kisisel tarihimde 2004 yilina kadar doga ve cevre ile ilgili alanlarda aktivitizm
acisindan etkin olan bir birey degildim. 2004 yilinda memlekete geldigimde bizim
cocuklugumuzda yiizdiigimiiz deniz kiyisi, sahil seridi adeta fethediliyordu.
Denize, kiyilarina kayalar yigiliyor sehrin sahili tiimiiyle kayalarla dolduruluyordu.
Oldukgca gec kalmis bir noktadaydik. Bizden 6nce Karadeniz'de cevre miicadelesini
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veren ilk yer Eynesil ilesi oldu. Eynesil'de yol i¢in denizin doldurulmak istenmesi
tizerine birkac aydinin kafa yormasi ile baslayan, bir platform kurulmasi ile devam
eden bir siire¢ ile sonuglanmist1. Eynesil'de deniz dolgusuna karsi ¢evre mitingi
yapildi, dava acildi. Biz de o dénemde Eynesildeki miicadeleyi yiiriitenlerle
irtibata gecerek siirecin nasil ilerledigi, deneyimleri ve érgiitlenmeleri hakkinda
bilgi aldik. Iktidar partisi diginda diger tiim partilerin ve yerel sivil toplum kuru-
luslarinin katilim ile bir platform kurduk. Adin1 Arhavi Sahilleri Koruma Platfor-
mu koyduk ve ne yapabiliriz diyerek calismaya basladik. Eynesil disinda Firtina
Vadisi'nde yapilmak istenen Hidroelektrik santrali (HES) konusunda da bir ¢evre
koruma miicadelesi 6rnegi vardi. Dogru Karadeniz'de ilk cevre ve doga miicade-
lesi, 2004 yilinda 4-5 sene dncesinde, Firtina Vadisinde yapilmak istenen HES'e
karg1 yiiriitiilen miicadeledir. Firtina Vadisi'nde, Camlihemgin ilgesinin hemen ya-
kininda, oldukga biiyiik bir HES yapilmak istenmisti. Camlihemsinliler o dénem-
de HES'’e kars1 gercekten giizel, direncli ve tabana yayilan bir miicadele verdiler. Bu
miicadeleyi neredeyse her alanda verdiler. idari yargida davalar agtilar, mitingler
diizenlediler, basin agiklamalar yaptilar. Bu davalar yiiriiten avukatlardan biri
Yakup Okumusoglu idi. Biz de siire¢ baglarken onu bulduk. Bir taraftan da pro-
testolar yaptik, imzalar topladik ve dava actik. $imdi, bu noktada igin hukuksal
boyutuna ¢ok kisa deginmek istiyorum. Dava a¢cma siirecinde kiyida yol yapilma-
simin Kiy1 Kanunu geregince de miimkiin olmadigim gordiik. Kiy1 Kanununun
askeri donem icinde bu hali ile hazirlanmasinda Siyasal Bilgiler Fakiiltesi'nden
Cevat Giray hocanin ¢ok etkisi olmustu. Bizler de miicadele siireci icerisinde, Kiy1
Kanunun kiyilarin kamusal bir alan oldugunu cok acik bigcimde vurgulayan, bu-
nunla ilgili 6nlemler alan ve uygulandiginda bugiin gordiigiimiiz olumsuzluklara
izin vermeyecek nitelikte olan bir yasa oldugunu gordiik. ilk actigimiz davay: kisa
stirede kazandik. Ciinkii denize dolgu yapiliyordu ama heniiz kiyr-kenar ¢izgisi
bile belirlenmemisti. Oysa yasa bir kiyida herhangi bir islem yapabilmeniz i¢in
oncelikle orada kiy1 tamiminin yapilmis olmas: gerektigini net olarak belirtiyor-
du. Kanuna gore “Kiy1'nin, “Kiy1 Kenar Cizgisi"nin, “Sahil $eridi’nin belirlenmis
olmasi gereklilikti. Sonrasinda da dolgu imar planlarinin yapilmasi 6n sart1 bulu-
nuyordu. Karayollar1 [daresi bir devlet kurumu olmasina ragmen sanki yasalardan
azadeymis gibi, biitiin Karadeniz Bolgesi'nde kiyi-kenar ¢izgisi ve kiyi ile ilgili te-
mel belirlemeler yapilmadan, 6n sartlar dahi yerine getirilmeden denizi dolgusu
ile yol yapmaya basladi. Bir kamu kurulusu oldugu icin diger kamu kuruluslar da
bu duruma ses ¢ikarmad ve ucube bir faaliyet yiiriitiildii. Ilk davay1, dolgu yapil-
masina iligkin hi¢bir 6n sartin yerine getirilmemesi nedeniyle kazandik. Davay1
kazanmamuizla birlikte yol insaat1 ¢ok kisa bir siire icin durdu. Dava nedeniyle bir
siire yol calismalan geciktirilmis oldu ancak proje degistirilerek, tiim kiy1 seridin-
de kay ¢izgileri yeniden belirlenerek hizla tekrar uygulamaya konuldu. Tiirkiye'de
Idari Yargida 6nemli bir eksiklik var. Bir idari iglemi iptal ettirildiginde, Idare ¢ok
benzerini kiigiik degisikliklerle yeniden ilan ediyor ve o yeni karar ile uygulama
zeminini yeniden yaratiyor. Yapilan yeni projede de yolu iyice denize dogru plan-
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landir. Boylece bir 6ncekinden “farkli” bir proje ortaya ¢ikarilmig oldu. Bu siirecte
esekten diigenin halini egekten diisenlerin anladig1 Nasreddin Hoca hikayesinde
oldugu gibi diger ilgelerle irtibatlanmaya baslamistik. Findiklr'yla, Ardesen’le, Pa-
zar'la, daha sonra Yakakent, Sinop, Gerze ile de iligkilerimiz oldu. Bu irtibatlanma
ile Arhavi yerelinde baslattigimiz kars1 ¢ikis ile ayni kaygilara sahip olan insanlar
oldugunu gordiik. Bu ilcelerden insanlar ile bir iist platform olusturduk.

211

Peki Karadeniz kiyilar1 daha 6nce nasildi? Simdi nasil oldu?

Eynesil'de yol yapilmadan 6nce, 25 Temmuz 2001'de bir miting yapildi. Belki
de Karadeniz'de ilk kitlesel ¢evre miicadelesini yapma onurunu bu miting vesilesi
ile Eynesil'e vermek lazim. Daha énce 1970’li yillarin baginda Unye'de, Fatsa'da ya-
pilan bazi mitingler vardi. Ancak sahil yolu miicadelesine gelinceye kadar bunla-
rin disinda Karadeniz'de boyle bir sosyal hareketlilik cok fazla yoktu.

Kiy1 Kanununda kenar cizgisinin tespit edilmedigi bolgelerde herhangi bir
yap1 yapilamayacagy, sahil seritlerinde yapilacak yapilarin kiy1 kenar ¢izgisine en
fazla 50 metre yaklagabilecegi ve yaklasma mesafesi ve kiy1 kenar ¢izgisi arasinda
kalan yerlerde de sadece yaya yolu, gezinti, dinlenme, seyir ve rekreatif amach ya-
pilarin yapilabilecegi, sahil seridi ve sahil seridi gerisindeki kullanilanlarin dogal
alan olarak belirlenebilecegi, tagit yollarmin da sahil seridinin kara yoniinde yap:
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yaklasma iizerinde kalan alanda diizenlenebilecegi belirtilmektedir. Kanun, tasit
yollariin denizin bittigi yerle tastig1 zaman ulastig1 kiy1 kenar ¢izgisinde alandaki
boliim olan kiy1 alaninda yapilamayacagini net bir sekilde séylemektedir. Kiy1 ke-
nar cizgisinden sonraki 50 metrede hicbir sey yapilamayacagi Kanunda net olarak
ifade edilmektedir. Son yillarda Kiy1 Kanununda bir¢ok olumsuz degisiklik yapil-
d1. Ancak yol ile ilgili bu agik hiikiimler bugiin de gegerli. Ayrica Kanunda kiy1-
larin kamusal alan olduguna vurgu yapan cok acik hiikiimler de bulunmaktadir.
Buna gore; Kanunda kiyilarin, herkesin egitlik ve serbestlikle yararlanmasina agik
alanlar oldugu, buralarda hicbir yapinin yapilamayacagi, duvar, cit, parmaklik, tel
orgii, hendek, kazik ve benzeri engellerin olusturulamayacag, kiyiy1 degistirecek
boyutta kazi yapilamayacagi, kum ve cakilin alinmayacagi, cekilemeyecegi, mo-
loz, toprak, curuf, ¢op gibi kirletici etkisi olan atik ve artiklarin dokiilemeyece-
gi agikca belirtilmektedir. Son yillarda iktidar, ihtiya¢ duydugunda yasalan hizla
degistirebilme olanagini siklikla kullanmaktadir. Ornegin kanun yapma teknigi-
ne uymayan bir degisiklik ile 2017 yilinda, Trabzon, Rize ve Zonguldak illerinde,
bu 3 ile 6zel bir madde degisikligi yapilds, “alternatif alan bulunamaz ise” denize
dolgu yaparak hastane yapilmasina izin verildi. Benzer sekilde millet bahceleri,
enerji iletim hatlar1 yapilabilmesi icin de maddeler eklendi, degisiklikler yapildi.
Ancak kiyilarda yol yapilamaz hitkmii halen gecerlidir. Buna ragmen Karadeniz
sahil yolu, Sinop’tan Sarp’a kadar olan neredeyse 600 km'lik béliimii, yani kiymin,
%80’'inde bulunan cakil ve kumsal alan doldurularak yapildi.

Bu siirecte hem idari yargida davalar actik hem de secenek iiretmeye calig-
tik. Karadeniz Bolgesi en ¢ok go¢ veren bolgelerden biridir. Ayrica Karadeniz'de
tiretilen tarimsal tiriinlerin belli bir donemle sinirl olmasi nedeniyle iki mekanh
bir yagam sekli olusmustur. Insanlarin bir kismi 6 ay Istanbul, Ankara gibi met-
ropollerde yasarken 6 ay Arhavi'de, Findiklrda vb. yagsamaktadirlar. Yaz aylarinda
cay toplama vb. igleri yaparlar, kigin ise yine biiyiik sehirlere donerler. Bu fin-
dik tarimi icin de gecerlidir. Bu anlamda biiyiik sehirlere ulagim ihtiyaci gercek
bir ihtiyactir. Dogal olarak bu ulagimin rahat olmasi, hizli olmasi gibi taleplerin
olmas1 makuldiir. Ancak bu ihtiyacin kiyiy1 yok ederek giderilmesi dogru degildir.

Arhavi'nin havadan goriiniisiine ait eski goriintiilerde 1960’1 yillarda yapilan
yol ile sahilin kismen tahrip oldugu, geri kalan kisimda ise ¢ok giizel bir sahilin
oldugu goriilmektedir. Karadeniz'de sahiller genellikle derelerin denize dokiildiik-
leri yerin dogu tarafinda olusur. Ciinkii hakim dalga ve riizgar yonii kuzey batidan-
dir ve deniz kiyiya erigsen kumu, cakili her firtina ¢iktiginda alip biraz daha batiya
dogru atar. Nerede bir burun varsa, o burnun bat: tarafinda sahil olusur.

Arhavi'nin sahili deniz doldurularak yok edildi. Giiniimiizde Arhavi il¢esinin
25.000 niifusu var ve kiy1 uzunlugu 20 km civarindadir. Bu kiy1 seridinde denize gi-
recek bir tane bile yer kalmadi. Denize girmek i¢in insanlar ya Hopa'daki Kopmus
sahiline ya da Findikl ilgesine gidiyorlar.
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foto sim

Burada Arhavinin yerine Pazar, Ardesen ya da Eynesil yazabilirsiniz. Biitiin
sahil seridinde durum hemen hemen ayni. Burada bir rant s6z konusuydu. Elbet-
te bir yerde bir ingaat yapiliyorsa, dogal olarak birtakim yiiklenicilerin kazanclari
olacaktir. Ama bu projede ¢ok ilging gelismeler oldu. Biz ilk projeyi iptal ettirince,
yol denize dogru kaydirldi ve biiyiik 6lcekli dolgu yapimi projeye eklendi. Bu yeni
bir proje ve idari islem diyebilmek i¢in yolu denize dogru yaklasik 100-150 metre
kadar kaydirdilar. Béylece yaratilan dolgu alanlan ile proje maliyeti biiyiitiildii.
Resmi rakamlara gore yolun ilk projelendirildigi ve kiyidan gectigi hali 15 milyon
dolara mal olacaktl. Denize dogru dolgu yapildiginda ise biitge degisti. Zira Kara-
deniz Ege, Akdeniz'den farkl olarak ¢ok hizhi derinlesen bir deniz. 7 metreye ka-
dar varan dalga yiiksekligine uygun bir dolgu yapilmasi geremekteydi. Bunun i¢in
cok biiyiik olcekli dolgular yapildi. Denize kilometrelerce 6teden kayalar tagindi.
Boylece 218 milyar dolar olan 77 km’lik Cayeli- Hopa yolunun maliyeti 1 milyar
dolara yiikseldi. Benzer sekilde denize dogru dolgu yapma isi Findiklrda da Caye-
linde de kismen Ardesen'de de yapildi. Yorede toprak az ve kiymetlidir. Yiiklenici-
ler yerel belediyelere, denizi doldurarak size genis alanlar yaratacagiz diye dolgu
alani projelerini de ilge belediye meclislerinde onaylatildi. Yerel esnafin bir kismi,
alt yiikleniciler olarak bu isi istediler. Ilyas Yilmazer'in yaptigi hesaplamaya gore
diinyanin en pahali duble yolu Cayeli-Hopa yoludur. Yol otoban standardinda ol-
mamasina ve sadece boliinmiis yani duble yol olmasina karsin kilometresi 13 ila 15
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milyon dolara mél oldu. Ve bu sekilde Kiy1 Kanunu geregi sadece rekreasyon alani
yapilabilecek bazi dolgu alanlar olusturuldu. Bu noktada da ciddi bir rant ortaya
cikmugti. Cengiz Ingaat drnegin yolu yapan konsorsiyumun iiyelerinden biriydi ve
cok biiyiik paralar kazanildi. Ustelik yolun projesi de yoktu. Yolu kisa zamanda
tamamlama baskisi nedeniyle insanlarin yol talebine hizh kargilik vermenin siyasi
bir rant olugturacagim géren AKP 6ncesi donemde yol ingaati, proje olmadan bag-
latilmugti. Nihai bir proje olmadan, uygulama esnasinda miiteahhit tarafindan be-
lirlenen sekilde yollar inga edildi ve birim maliyetler iizerinden 6demeler yapildi.
Anabhtar teslimi uygulama projesi olan bir yol projesi olmadig i¢in de maliyetleri
biyiitiildii. Bu sekilde 1 milyar dolan sadece Cayeli-Hopa arasinda harcand.

Yol deniz kiiltiirii ile yasayan bolge insaninin hayatina Cin Seddi gibi bir duvar
olarak girdi. Bugiin yol kiyisinda olan evler daha énce sahile bakardi. insanlar ev-
den mayolar ile ¢ikip denize gidip yiiziip evlerine geri donerlerdi. Arhavi'de artik
bazi evlerin birinci, ikinci katlari denizi géremiyor. Ciinkii yol, kiyida yapildig: ve
Karadeniz'de maksimum
dalga yiiksekligi 9 met-
re civarinda oldugu icin
yiiksek yapildi.

Eskiden kiyilar 6zel-
likle hafta sonlari, cok
kalabalik olurdu, insan-
lar sahilde piknik yapar,
denize girerlerdi. Pazar
ilcesinde de durum boy-
le idi. Hamidiye koyiin-
den.

Hamidiye'de bir der-
negin girisimiyle bugiin
Kackar Hastanesinin ol-
dugu yerin sahilinde ¢ok
glizel bir plaj agilmisti
Cocuklugumun  gectigi
Arhavide, birkac tane
kaya kald1. Mesela misir ¢alisinin biriktirildigi yere benzedigi icin “kvabardi” de-
digimiz kaya, gencler icin dogal bir atlama kulesi gibiydi. Kimi iki metreden kimi
dokuz metreden denize atlar, eglenirlerdi. Yoldan sonra ilgenin kiy1 ile olan tiim
baglantis1 baglantisi kesildi. Yolu yaptilar ama ardindan hesaplamalarin ¢ok dogru
olmadig1 ortaya ¢ikti. Her firtinada, deniz her biiyiidiigiinde yol kullanilmaz hale
geldi. Deniz, firtinada yola ¢ikmaya bagladi. Bu sefer de denizden yolu korumak
icin “T” seklinde denize dogru uzanan mahmuzlar yapildi.
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Burasi benzer sekilde fo-
tografta da goriildiigii tizere Ey-
nesil'in yine yok edilen o giizel
sahilinin ¢ok az bir bélimii gii-
niimiize kald1. Fotografta bir ta-
rafta insanlarin yiizdiigii, diger
taraftada da dolgunun devam
ettigi goriiliiyor. Bu yiizden de
Findikh ilcesinden olan bu fo-
tograf dolgu siirecini anlatan ol-
dukga giizel bir fotograftir. Kara-
deniz'in karakteristigini anlatan
dereler, vadiler, vadi boyunca
yerlesim yerleri, arkada da Kac-
kar Daglar1.

3 :»\ “' . T’ .-
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Fotografta yapilan yol ingsaatinin havadan
goriintiisii goriilmektedir.

Bolgede yiiriitiilen miicadeleler sonu-
cunda birkag tane korunan yeri kurtarmayi
basarmistik. Bunlardan biri Cayeli'nde, ora-
ya tiinel yapildi ve sahil kurtuldu. Bir dige-
ri Findikli-Arhavi arasinda, Kiyicitk Tiineli
yapildi, ¢ok dar bir sahil kurtarnldi. Bugiin
Arhavililer orada nefes aliyorlar. Pazar'da da
bdyle bir yer var. Bizim miicadelemizin asil
Bat1 Karadeniz'deki kiyilara faydasi oldu. Bir
farkindalik olustu ve Yakakent-Geze yolunda
bizim miicadelemizden esinlenerek davalar
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acilldi. Bu fotograftaki gibi Yaka-
kentden batiya dogru vyol ingaati
baglamigti. Dava agtilar ve yol inga-
atin1 durdurdular. Yolun bir boliimii
yine denizden yapild1 ama sahillerin
o6nemli bir boliimii kurtuldu.

Bu da yine ¢arpici bir fotograftir.

Goriilen falez ve kumsal doldu-
rularak ilerleniyor. Burasi icin ¢ikan
davada 2 y1lda sonuglandi, ancak s6z
konusu dolgunun imar izni mahke-
me tarafindan iptal edilmis olmasi-
na ragmen dava sonuglanana kadar,
yani 2 yil icerisinde yol bitirildi. Mah-
keme karar1 da bir ise yaramamus
oldu.

Bu siirecte akademi diinyasin-
dan flyas Yilmazer, Karadeniz Tek-
nik Universitesinden Fazil Celik ve
yine Karadeniz'den birkag 6gretim
ityesi diginda da maalesef giiclii bir
kars1 ¢ikis sesi duyulmadi. Merkezi
ODTUde olan Tiirkiye Kiyilar1 Milli
Komitesi diye bir komite var. Ben on-
larla iligki kurmaya ¢alistim “korkung
bir katliam oluyor” dedim. Maalesef
oradan da bir ses ¢ikmadi. Siirecte
bilirkigilik yapan biitiin 6gretim iiye-
leri ¢ok giizel raporlar verdiler, fakat
yarg! hep gec kaldi ve fiili olarak yol
yapimini engelleyemedi. Fiili olarak
yolun yapilmas: ¢ok giiclii bir sosyal
tepkiyle de engellenebilirdi. Baglan-
gicta iktidar partisinin Ardegen Bele-
diye Bagkani ve yine iktidar partisin-

den milletvekili, Ardesen i¢in bizimle birlikte hareket etti. Birlikte alternatif yol
projeleri planladik. Ama bir nokta geldi, miiteahhitlerin etkisi ve de baska iligki-
lerle iktidar partisinden davaya sahip ¢ikan insanlar bizzat Recep Tayyip Erdogan
tarafindan susturuldu. “Siz mithendis misiniz? Siz ne anlarsimiz yoldan?” dendi
kendilerine. Onlar da miicadeleden vazgectiler.
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Findiklrda actigimiz davada bilirkisinin bu yolun neden yapilmis olduguna
dair yazdig1 birkag ciimle var. Bu ¢ok giizel 6zetlemis siireci. Diyor ki bilirkisi: “In-
san kendi varhigim siirdiirmek icin dogay: kullanmak zorundadir. Yerlesme, baraj,
yol yapimu gibi miihendislik ¢calismalarinda, konu yalnizca bir ¢evre sorunu olarak
goriilmemelidir. Bu tiir hizmetler sunulurken, doga parcalarinin da insan gibi bir
varlik oldugu bilinmelidir. Insan, diger varliklarin ayirdinda olan tek varhiktir. Eger
diger varliklara taniklik yapamiyorsa, o varliklar1 da kendisi gibi kutsal oldugunu
goremiyorsa, kendi varligini da tehlikeye atar. Dolayisiyla dogaya miidahale edilir-
ken, salt teknik gerekceler ya da parasal ¢oziimlemeler saiki ile hareket edilmedi-
ginde. O zaman bir ey insa etmeye hakkimiz vardir. Diinyada olmak ayni1 zaman-
da gogiin altinda olmak anlamina geliyor ve insan diinyanin sakini oldugu icin
bu olgu onun yagamini da ayricalikh kilmaktadir. Buna kargilik eger kayitsizca ve
bencilce cevremizdeki her seye sahip olmak, denetlemek istedigimiz takdirde bu
ayricaligimiz golgelenmektedir.” Bilirkisi raporunun sonunda da soyle bir ctimle
kurmugtu: “Toplumsal kosullanmalarimiz ile egitim sistemlerimiz insanin kendi
varligina egilmiyor. Findiklr'nin éniindeki kumsala bu gozle de bakilmasi gerekir-
ken bu yapilmamus, insan kendi varligini unutmustur.” Bu cimlede yolun 6zeti an-
latilmigtir. Ayrica bir donem Orman Bakanlig1 yapmis ve yol yapim siirecine kars:
citkmamis olan Osman Pepe. “Bu yollar1 yapanin elleri kirilir” demisti.

Ve Karadeniz Sahil Yolu miicadelesinden bahsederken Cihan Eren’'i anmamiz
gerekir. Findiklr'da yola karsi miicadele yiiriiten, orgiitleyen insanlardan biriydi ve
rant ugruna katledildi. Ruhu sad olsun!
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In our region, in coastal towns such as Arhavi, Findikli and Pazar, in the summer,
a period of children’s lives used to pass around the rocks. Either on the rocks on
the coast, sometimes by climbing on sometimes by jumping from, or by fighting
in teams of two to dominate the rocks. Some of those rocks were slippery as they
were constantly getting wet with the waves. Children were forming two teams and
trying to dominate these rocks, the first group to climb the rock would try to pre-
vent the other group from getting on the rock. When one of these two teams cap-
tured the rock, the other team’s goal was to drag the first group into the water and
take them down from the rock. Children were spending most part of the day on
the beach, they ate and drank there. They were even collecting mussels and eating
the mussels they collected. In short, as people of the Black Sea region, in the pe-
riod of our childhood through adolescence, the sea, the coast and the waterfront
mansion were very influential activity areas in our identity formation. Streams
served a similar function in more interior regions and children there were learning
to swim in the streams. On summer days, the people of the region used to go to
stream after collecting tea and hazelnuts, there they got clean, sweat off, bathe
and refresh. Also they used to arrange races in the stream. Namely, it is possible
to talk about a life memory formed around the stream and sea in the Black Sea
region. Beaches, seas and streams play a very important role in the formation of
our identity, especially for boys. In the past, people used to work until evening and
collect hazelnuts. At the time, the houses were not as comfortable as they are now,
the whole family used to go to the sea or stream together in the evening, as they
didn’t have the facility to have shower daily. Women also used to go to the sea or
stream, where they swim and refresh. For the elderly in the house, salt water was
taken from the sea in a churn or vessel, which we call “kumkuma” in the region,
and brought to home. Seniors were bathed with that water. It was thought that this
water was good for the skin and some diseases. Yet another part of this relations-
hip was angling for sports purposes. Pacing up and down and going on a walk on
the sidewalks of the coast is another form of this relationship with the coast. As a
result, people in coastal towns had a very intense and interactive relationship with
coast, sea, and stream.
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In my personal history, until 2004 I was not an active person in terms of acti-
vism in fields related to nature and the environment. When I visited my hometown
in 2004, the sea shore and coastline we swam in our childhood was seen almost
conquered. Rocks were piled up into the sea and its coasts, and the city’s shore
was completely filled with rocks. We were at a point that it was too late. Eynesil
district was the first to fight for the environment in the Black Sea before us. This
fight, which came out upon the request to fill the sea to make highway in Eynesil,
resulted in a process that started with the mulling over of a few intellectuals and
continued with the establishment of a platform. An environmental rally was held
in Eynesil against filling of the sea and a lawsuit was filed. We contacted those who
conducts the fight in Eynesil at that time and got information about how the pro-
cess goes, and their experiences and organization. We founded a platform with the
participation of all parties and local non-governmental organizations except the
ruling party. We named it Arhavi Coasts Protection Platform and started to work
by asking ourselves what we can do. Other than Eynesil, there was an example of a
fight for environmental protection against the Hydroelectric Power Plant (HEPP)
that wanted to be built in Firtina Valley. The first environment and nature fight in
the Eastern Black Sea Region is the fight against the HEPP that was planned to be
built in the Firtina Valley 4-5 years before 2004. They wanted to build quite a big
HEPP in the Firtina Valley, just nearby the Camlithemsin district. Camlihemsin pe-
ople put up a really good, obstinate and spreading to the base fight against HEPP
at that time. They fought in every possible way. They filed lawsuits in the administ-
rative jurisdiction, arranged rallies and made press releases. One of the lawyers on
these cases was Yakup Okumusgoglu. We found and contacted him at the begin-
ning of the process. At the same time, we organized protests, collected signatu-
res and filed a lawsuit. Now, at this point, I would like to briefly address the legal
aspect of this. In the process of filing a lawsuit, we learned that it is not possible
to build a highway on the coast in accordance with the Coastal Law. Cevat Giray
from the Faculty of Political Sciences had a great influence on the preparation of
the Coastal Law in the period of military rule in this present form. In the course
of the fight, we saw that the Coastal Law is a legislation very clearly emphasizing
that the coasts are a public sphere, takes precautions regarding this, and does not
allow the problems we face today when properly implemented. We immediately
won the first case because the sea was being filled, but even the shore-edge line
had not been defined yet. Yet, the law clearly states that to be able to engage any
action on a coast, first the definition of that coast must be made. According to the
law, definition of the “Coast’, “Coastal Edge Line” and “Coastline” is a requirement.
Afterwards, there was a prerequisite for making the filling construction plans. Alt-
hough it is a state agency, the Highways Administration started to built a highway
with the embankment of the sea in the whole Black Sea region without making
basic definitions of the coast edge line and the coast, and even without fulfilling
the prerequisites as if it was exempt from the law. Since it is a public institution,
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other public institutions did not raise a voice against this situation and a monst-
rous activity was conducted. We won the first case for no preconditions for filling
were fulfilled. After winning the case, road construction ceased for a very short
time. Construction was delayed for a while because of the lawsuit, however, the
project was changed, the coastlines were redefined on the entire coast, and it was
quickly implemented again. There is a lacking in the Administrative Justice in Tur-
key. When an administrative procedure is cancelled, the Administration redeclare
the very similar one with minor changes, and with that new decision, it recreates
ground for implementation. In the new project, the road was thoroughly planned
towards the sea, so that a “different” project from the previous one was revealed.
In this period, like in the famous story of Nasreddin Hodja, in which those who fell
from the donkey understand the person who fell from the donkey, we started to
establish contacts with other districts. We had relations with Findikli, Ardegen, Pa-
zar, and then with Yakakent, Sinop and Gerze. With this contact, we saw that there
are people who have the same concerns as in the opposition we started locally in
Arhavi. We established a top platform with people from these districts.

So how the Black Sea coasts used to be before? How are they now?
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Before the road was built in Eynesil, a rally was held on July 25, 2001. Maybe
we should give Eynesil the honor of making the first mass environmental fight in
the Black Sea on the occasion of this rally. Before, in the early 1970s, there were
some rallies took place in Unye and Fatsa. However, until the fight against the
coast road, there was not much social mobility in the Black Sea other than these.

In the Coast Law it is stated that it is not possible to build any structure in the
places where the coastal edge line is not determined, the structures to be built on
the coasts can be maximum of 50 meters close to the coastal line, and structures
only for the purposes of pedestrian access, walking, relaxing, sightseeing and rec-
reation can be built in places between the shore buffer zone and the coast edge
line, the coastline and the uses behind the coastline can be determined as natu-
ral areas, and highways can be arranged in the area above the building approach
border towards the inland direction of the coastline. The law clearly states that
highways cannot be built in the coastal area which refers to the area between the
place where the sea ends and the coastal edge line it reaches when it overflows. It
is clearly indicated in the Law that nothing can be done within 50 meters of the
coast edge line. In recent years, many negative changes have been amended in
the Coastal Law. But these explicit provisions on the highways are still applicable
today. There are also very clear provisions in the Law emphasizing that the coasts
are public spheres. Accordingly, it is clearly stated in the law that coasts are open
for the benefit of everyone in equal terms and freely, and any construction of what
so ever are not allowed, there cannot be any obstacles such as wall, fence, wire,
ditch, stake ad alike, excavations that would alter the form of the coast are not
allowed, extracting sand and pebble is prohibited, wastes and scraps that could
pollute such as rubbles, soil, slag, garbage can not be dumped. In recent years,
the government often uses its authority to change the laws quickly when needed.
For example, in Trabzon, Rize and Zonguldak in 2017, with a change that does not
comply with the lawmaking technique, an article change was made specific to
these three provinces. So that it was allowed to build a hospital by filling the sea if
“an alternative area cannot be found. Similarly, articles were added and changes
were made so that public gardens and energy transmission lines could be built.
However, the provision that no roads can be built on the coasts is still valid. Des-
pite this, almost 600 km of the Black Sea coastal road from Sinop to Sarp was built
by filling the pebble and sandy area on the 80% of the coast.

In this period, we both filed lawsuits in the administrative judiciary and tried
to create alternative options. The Black Sea Region have one of the highest rate of
emigration. Moreover, as the agricultural products of the Black Sea region grow in
a certain season, a double-site lifestyle developed. Some of the people live in met-
ropolises like Istanbul and Ankara for 6 months, and in Arhavi, Findikl etc. for the
remaining 6 months. In the summer months, they do works like tea collecting, and
in the winter they return to the big cities. It is also the same for hazelnut farming.
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Therefore, the need for transportation to big cities is a genuine need. Naturally, it
is reasonable to demand comfortable and fast transportation. However, it is not
correct to cover this need by destroying the coast.

In the old images of Arhavi from the air, it is seen that the coast was partially
destroyed by the road built in the 1960s, and there is a very beautiful beach in the
rest part. In the Black Sea, the coasts are usually formed on the east side of the
spots where the streams flow into the sea. Because the prevailing wave and wind
direction is from the northwest, and the sea takes the sand and pebbles that reach
the shore each time a storm comes up, and throws it slightly further west. Where
there is a cape, a coast is formed on the west side of that cape.

The coast of Arhavi was destroyed because of the sea filling. Today, Arhavi
district has a population of 25,000 and its coastal lenght is around 20 km. There is
not a single place left to swim in this coastal stripe. People go either to the Kopmus
beach in Hopa or to the Findikl district to swim.

Instead of Arhavi, you can write Pazar, Ardesen or Eynesil here. It is almost the
same on the entire coastline. It was an issue of rent. If a construction is made so-
mewhere, some contractors would certainly derive some earnings. But there were
very interesting developments in this project. After we canceled the first project,
the road was shifted towards the sea and a large-scale embankment construction
was added to the project. To be able to say that this is a new project and a new
administrative procedure, they moved the road towards the sea for about 100-150
meters. In this way, the project cost was expanded with the filling areas created.
According to official figures, the road would have cost $15 million in its first project
in which it pass over the coast. With the embankment towards the sea, the bud-
get changed. Because the Black Sea, unlike the Aegean and the Mediterranean,
deepens very quickly. It was necessary to fill it suitable for wave heights of up to 7
meters. So, very large-scale filling were made. Rocks were carried to the sea from
miles away. Thus, the cost of the 77-kilometer Cayeli-Hopa road, which was 218
billion dollars, increased to 1 billion dollars. Likewise, embankment towards the
sea was also made in Findikli, Cayeli and partially in Ardegen. Land in the region
is scarce and valuable. The contractors got their fill area projects approved by the
local municipalities in the district municipal councils, saying that they would cre-
ate large areas for them by filling the sea. A part of the local business owners wan-
ted to collaborate in this job as subcontractors. According to the calculations by
flyas Yilmazer, the most expensive double highway in the world is the Cayeli-Hopa
road. Although the road is not of highway standard and is only a divided road i.e. a
double highway, one kilometer of the it cost between 13 and 15 million dollars. And
in this way, filling areas were created on which can only be recreation area in ac-
cordance with the Coast Law. At this point, a serious amount of rent was created.
Cengiz Ingaat, for example, was one of the members of the consortium that built
the road and earned lots of money. Moreover, there was no project of the road. The
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construction of the road was started without a project because of the pressure to
complete the road in a short time in the pre-AKP period, which saw that respon-
ding quickly to people’s demand for road would create a political benefit. Roads
were built without a final project, as determined by the contractor during imple-
mentation and payments were conducted on unit costs. Since there wasn't not a
turnkey road implementation project, its costs were increased in the process. Thus
1 billion dollars was spent only for the road between Cayeli and Hopa.

The road entered the lives of region’s people who live with the marine culture
as a wall like the Great Wall of China. The houses that are on the roadside today
used to overlook the beach before. People used to leave the house in their swimsu-
its, go to the sea, swim and return. In Arhavi, the first, second floors of some hou-
ses cannot see the sea anymore. Because the road was built on the coast, taking in
the account the maximum wave height in the Black Sea which is around g meters
it was built high.

In the past, the beaches were very crowded, especially on weekends. People
used to have picnics on the beach and swim in the sea. It was like that in Pazar
district, too.

223



224

Beyond the Land: Looking at the Black Sea as a Marine Environment

In Hamidiye, a very beautiful beach was opened with the initiative of an asso-
ciation on the coast of where Kackar Hospital is located today. In Arhavi, where I
spent my childhood, there are a few rocks left today. For example, the rock we call
“kvabardi” because it resembles the place where the corn bush is collected, was
like a natural diving tower for young people. Some would jump into the sea from
two meters, some from nine meters, and they used to have fun. After the construc-
tion of the road, all connection of the district with the coast was cut off. They built
the road, but then it turned out that the calculations were not very accurate. In
every storm, every time the sea got bigger, the road became unusable. The sea be-
gan to flow towards the road in the storm. This time, “T” shaped spurs were made
towards the sea in order to protect the road from the sea.

Here, likewise, as can be seen in the photo, a very small part of Eynesil’s beau-
tiful beach, which was destroyed, has remained today (see xxx). In the photo, it is
seen that people are swimming on one side and the filling continues on the other
side. That's why this photo from Findikh district is a very nice photo describing
the filling process. Here is streams, valleys, settlements along the valley, and the
Kackar Mountains behind that displays the characteristics of the Black Sea.

The photo shows an aerial view of the road construction.

As a result of the struggles put up in the region, we achieved to save a few
protected places. One of them is in Cayeli, a tunnel was built there and the coast
survived. The another is between Findikli and Arhavi, the Kiyicik Tunnel was built,
a very narrow beach was saved. Today people of Arhavi breathe in there. There is
also a place like this in Pazar. The real benefit of our struggle was to the coasts in
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the Western Black Sea. An awa-
reness grew, and law suits were
filed on the Yakakent-Geze road
inspired by our struggle. As can
be seen in this photo, the road
construction from Yakakent to
the west had started. They sued
and stopped the construction. A
part of the road was made from
the sea though, but a significant
part of the coasts was saved.

This is also a striking photo.

- T
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Construction is progressing with the filling
of the cliff and beach. The lawsuit filed for this
there was concluded in 2 years, but althought
the reconstruction permit for the filling was
canceled by the court, the construction of the
road was finished until the case was concluded,
that is, within 2 years. So the court decision
could not serve the purpose.

During this period, unfortunately, there
was no strong resounding of opposition the
academic world, except for Hyas Yilmazer, Fazil
Celik from Karadeniz Technical University and
a few faculty members from the Black Sea regi-
on. There is a committee called the Turkish Co-
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asts National Committee, based in METU.
I tried to contact with them, I told, “There
is a terrible massacre going on”. Unfortu-
nately, nothing sounded from there, too.
All faculty members who served as experts
in the process gave very good reports, but
the judiciary was always late and could not
prevent the road construction de facto.
The construction of the road could have
been actually prevented by a very strong
social reaction. At the beginning, the ma-
yor of Ardesen and a deputy, both from
the ruling party, acted together with us for
Ardesen. We planned alternative highway
projects together. But there came a time
when people from the ruling party who
defend the case were silenced by Recep
Tayyip Erdogan himself under the influen-
ce of contractors and other relations. They
were told “Are you engineers? What do
you understand about highway?”, and they
abandoned the struggle.

In the case we filed in Findikli, there
are a few sentences written by the expert
about why this road was built. This sums
up the process very well. He says: “Man has
to use nature for his own existence. In en-
gineering works such as settlement, dam
and road construction, the issue should
not be seen only as an environmental
problem. While providing such services, it
should be known that parts of nature are
creatures like human beings. Man is the
only being that is aware of other beings.
If man cannot be a witness to other be-
ings and cannot see that these beings are
as sacred as himself, he risks his own exis-
tence as well. Therefore, we have the right
to build something by intervening in nature only when not acting driven solely
by technical reasons or resolutions about money. Being in the world also means
being under the sky, and since man is the inhabitant of the world, this fact also
makes his life privileged. On the other hand, this privilege is overshadowed when
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we carelessly and selfishly want to own and control everything around us.” At the
end of his report, the expert made the a statement like that: “Our social conditio-
nings and education systems do not consider human’s own existence. The beach
in Findikli should have been evaluated from this perspective, this was not done,
and man forgot his own existence.” This sentence is the summary of the road. Mo-
reover, Osman Pepe, who was the Ministry of Forestry for a period and did not
oppose the highway construction said: “May the hands of those who build these
roads be broken.”

And speaking of the Black Sea Coastal Highway struggle, we have to mention
Cihan Eren. He was one of the people who fought for and organized the struggle
against the road in Findikli and he was killed over profit. May he rest in peace!
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Kara’dan Ote: Deniz Olarak Karadeniz’e Bakmak
Baglaminda Miihendislik Projeleriyle Ulke Genelinde
islenen Kiyimlar (Katliamlar)

Ilyas Yilmazer

Konusmamda ii¢ baglik iizerinde duracagim:

(1) Kiy1 kiyim yoluna kars1 cagdas ulasim secenekleri birinci konumuz olacak.
Bu baglik altinda da hukuk danigmanimiz ve Cevre sehidi Sayin Cihan Eren Bey'i
de anmak istiyorum.

(2) Daha sonraki alt baghgimiz “Cagdas ulasim sistemleri birbirinin rakibi de-
gil tamamlayicisidir” Bu bir evrensel ilkedir. Ama bizde 1950'den sonra karayollar
ile gerceklestirilen kiyimlar géreceksiniz.

(3) Ugiincii konu “Miihendislik projelerinde de bilim ve sanatin kilavuz edil-
mesi zorunludur.” Bizde bunun yerine neyin kilavuz edildigini biliyorsunuz.

Bir bagka can yakici olay ise muhalefetin yaklagimi. Ornegin; “Biz projeye degil
ranta karsiyiz. Sen fabrika kurdun da biz mi kars1 ¢iktik ve benzeri bilim dig1 6ner-
meler.” Eger bir proje o iilkenin ulusal servetlerini yok ediyorsa, katlediyorsa (Yil-
mazer 1991, 2003 a-b; Yilmazer ve ark. 1997, 2001a-b, 2002, 2004a-b, 20054, 2006a-b,
2007a-c, 2017) o projeye karst olmak gerekir Bunlara giincel 6rnekler verilecektir.
Einstein'in birinci yasam ilkesi derki; “Bilim deneyimden gelir.” Amerika'da George
Washington Universitesinin yaptig1 bir aragtirmaya gére;

Bir kisinin en iiretken yas aralig1 60 — 70’tir.

En iiretken 2. yas evresi 70 — 80'dir.

En iiretken 3. asama 50 — 60’tir.

Nobel ddiilii sahiplerinin yas ortalamasi 62'dir;

Diinyanin en bilyiik 100 sirketinin bagkanlarinin yas ortalamasi 63'tiir.

Iste Einstein bunun igin “Bilim deneyimden gelir” nermesini yagam felsefesi
olarak kabul etmigtir.

“Diinya Karadenizliler Giinii” 1996'da Karadeniz'e kiyisi olan iilkeler tarafin-
dan ilan edildi. Birinci toplant1 Trabzon'da, Samsun'da veya bagka bir Karadeniz
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kentinde degil [zmir'de yapildi ve “Diinya Karadenizliler Giinii” kutlandi. Dikka-
tinizi boyle bir giin Karadeniz'de degil de Izmirde kutlaniyor olmasina ¢ekmek
isterim. Etkinlikte cagrih konusmacilardan biri de bendim. Ancak konusmalarim
sonug bildirgesinden ¢ikartildi. Etkinligin konusu “Karadeniz’in Diinii ve Bugiinii
(DKG)’ idi. Sayin Murat Karayal¢in, Koksal Toptan ve Rize Universitesi rektorii 6n-
celikle konustular. “Karadenizliler boylu poslu, cihan pargasi, cok akill ve benzeri
gerceklikten uzak yakigtirmalar...” yapildi. Ben de Karadenizliyim. Ancak diger bol-
gelerdekilerden bir farkim yok. Hakkarili, Vanl, Tuncelilerin eger Karadenizliler
icin i¢ci yanmiyorsa ve Karadenizlinin Tuncelili icin i¢i yanmiyorsa, Ege ovalari i¢in
ici yanmiyor, kan aglamiyorsa hicbir yere gidemeyiz. Toplantida konugsmami séyle
stirdiirmiistiim: “Karadeniz’in diiniinde Besikdiizii, Samsun Akpinar, Kastamonu,
Golkoy ve Sakarya Arifiye Koy Enstitiileri vardi. Karadeniz'in bugiiniinde imam
hatip okullar var” Konugmalarim birileri tarafindan “ar kovanina comak sokmak”
olarak algilandi. Ancak salon ayakta ve dakikalarca alkigladi.

ikinci Diinya Karadenizliler Giinii, 2018'de, yine izmir'de kutlandi. Bu etkin-
likte haberim daha sonradan oldu. “Ugiincii Diinya Karadenizliler Giinii” 2022
Ekiminde yine izmirde kutlanacak. Cagrili konusmacilardan biriyim. Sanirim
yenice anlagildim. Gergekler eninde sonunda giin 1s181na cikiyor. Giines balcikla
slvanamaz.

Degerli dostlar, 2005'te Sayin Hasan Sitki Ozkazang ve arkadaglan Arhavi'de
bilimsel bir etkinlik diizenledi. Etkinlikte cagrili konugsmaciydim. O aksam, Arhavi
sahilinde yiiriiditk. Hentiz kiyim calismalar1 baglatilmamisti. Agaclar ve denizin
essiz ve biiyiileyici kiyis1 duruyordu. Ertesi sabah kalktik ve sok yasadik. Diin ak-
sam fotograf cektigimiz yerde, gece yapilan calismalarla yiizey sekli degistirilmis
ve katledilmisti (Yilmazer 1999; Yilmazer ve Topsir 2003; Yilmazer ve Yilmazer
2001b, 2003; Yilmazer ve ark. 2004b, 2007b, 2021).

Daha sonra Bélge idare Mahkemesi, bu kiy1 kiyim yolu hakkinda bir karar ver-
di. Dedi ki; burada anayasal su¢ iglenmektedir (2003 ve 2004). Hemen bu karar
tizerine hiikiimet ilgili hakimleri degistirdi. Karayollar Trabzon Bolge Mudiirliigii
de mahkemeye itiraz etti. Mahkeme “bu apagcik bir anayasal su¢tur” diyerek oy
birligi ile bu itirazi reddetti.

Daha sonra Findikli-Hamidiye-Ardesen-Arhavi kiyilari i¢in Hasan Stiki Bey'in
de sunumunda belirttigi gibi bir proje hazirland1 (Yilmazer ve ark. 2002, 2006,
2007c-d). Kiytya dokunmadan, iceriden dogru yapilacak olan kusaklama yolu
projesi yaklasik 76 milyon dolardi. Peki kiy1 kiyim yolu kaga yapildi? 8oo milyon
dolar agt1. Kiy1 kiyim yolu yerlesimlere goriintii-giiriiltii kirliligi verirken kazalara
da acik bir yol olarak calisir. Oysa, kusaklama yolu tizerinde her yerlesime 6zgii
pazar kentlerinin ve benzeri bilesenlerin olmas: biiyiik tstiinlitk saglamaktadir.
Bu miicadele siirerken Ardesen Belediyesi yanimizda yer aldi. Hasan Sitki Bey'in
bu baglamda katkilan asla yadsinamaz. Sonradan bildiginiz nedenlerden dolay:
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(Cevre Bakant Saywn Siitliioglu gorevden alindi ve Cevre Bakanligi, Orman Bakanligt
ile birlegstirildi. Sayin Pepe bakan yapildi. Saywn Pepe altinda imzast oldugu halde ket
kyum yolu igin “bunu yapanlarmn eli-kolu kirdsin” dedi.) bize karg: cephe olugturdu-
lar. Bize karg1 izleyecekleri yol haritasini belirlemek iizere bir toplant: diizenlemis-
lerdi. Toplantidan hukuk danismanimiz Sayin Cihan Eren haber almisti. “Hocam
toplantiy1 basacagiz” dedi ve birlikte toplantiya izinsiz girdik. Birlikte calistigimiz
meclis iiyeleri de toplantidaydilar. Nezaketle (?) bizi dinlediler. Fakat ne care, 6yle
kurulmuglard: ki, “hocam devlet karar verdi yapilacak siz ne derseniz deyin” di-

yerek gonliimiizii almaya ¢alistilar. Kahrolduk. Kiyimlar inanilmaz boyuttadir. Bu
baglamda Sayin Bahtiyar Oztiirk (Dayimoglu)nun “Opiisiir sevisir mavi ile yesil
Giresun'da koyun koyuna...” siiri tiim Karadeniz kiyilar i¢in de gecerlidir.

Ulagim sistemleri birbirinin rakibi degil, tamamlayicisidir. Kapidan kapiya
ulagim icin elbette ki karayolu gereklidir. Ancak yiik ve toplu tagimacilikta demir-
yolu ve denizyolu birinci derecede 6nemlidir. Teleferik de yoresel olarak oldukc¢a
onceliklidir (Sekil 1). Demiryolu, denizyolu ve teleferik, karayolu tagimaciligindan
sirastyla 33, 166 ve 400 kat daha karlidir. Mazlum halklara 1945 sonrasi karayollari-
n1 dayatan Amerika'da yiik tasimacihiginda demiryolu ve denizyolunun pay1 %96
iken bizde %4’iir. Bagka bir anlatimla, bizde yiik tasimacihginda karayollarmin
pay1 %96'dir (Yilmazer 2002a-b, 2004; Yilmazer ve Gokcekus 2002; Yilmazer ve Yil-
mazer 2003).

Sekil 1: Teleferik

2.. Cagdas ulasim sistemleri birbirinin rakibi degil tamamlayicisidir.

HBTG'da igletm 1980
sowl kapatilan gell ha asima.

pisure (1100 ml’hakl?madeni inebolu
Rgrina (20 m) indiriliyor.

M Ten/Birim maliyet
' tasinirken

Demiryolunda... 33 ton
Denizyolunda... 166 ton: .
Teleferikte....... >400 ton ta§|nabllmekted|r
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1876'da kiire madenlerinde aynm1 zamanda kitle tasimacilig1 yapan bir ulagim
sistemi olarak teleferik kurulur. Yiik denize (20 m yiikleme kotuna tasinirken bos
vagonlar1 yukar geker (bkz. Sekil 1). Boylece en diigiik enerjiyle bityiik yiik tagima-
cilig1 yapilabilmektedir. Bu sistemin gectigi hat iizerinde sadece tasiyici direklerin
konuslandirildig1 yerde noktasal aga¢ ya da agacin dallan kesilir. Denizyolu, de-
miryolu ve teleferik gibi cagdas ulagim sistemleri 1950'den giiniimiize geriletilmis-
tir (Yilmazer 2002a). %90 oraninda diga bagimli oldugumuz karayolu tagimacihig
oncelenmistir.

Sekil 2'de cag dist (ilkel ve kaz-doldur) yol yapim sisteminin kiyimlar goriil-
mektedir. Karadeniz'deki tagkinlarin ana nedeni de bu kaz doldur yol yapim sis-
temidir (Yilmazer 2002c). Bagka bir anlatimla, dag: kaldirip yanindaki dereye de-
netimsiz olarak iteklemekte, bu da tagkina zemin hazirlar. Akarsuyun agindirma

Sekil 2. Yiik ve toplu tagtimaciikta demiryolu, denizyolu ve teleferik karayolu
tagtmacdigindan swraswyla yiizde 3300, 16.600 ve 40 bin kat daha tistiindiir [ Durum
bu kadar agikken yiik ve toplu tagimacilikta karayollarmmn pay: bizde %96’ya son 70
senede tirmandirdnugtir. Amerika'da ise bu oran %4 tiir. Baska bir anlatimla bizde 1
ton tasimak igin ortalama %oo0 10 bin daha fazla ddiiyoruz.].
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giicii bulanikliginin artmasiyla dogru orantilidir. Yiktikea giicii artar. Giicii arttikca
daha ¢ok soker ve yikar (Yilmazer 1994, 2002¢; Yilmazer ve ark. 2007e, 2002€, 2021).
Sonunda taskin afeti olur. Bu bir kiyim degil de nedir? Bu ilkel yol yapim (kaz-dol-
dur) sistemi iilkemiz genelinde uygulanmaktadir (Yilmazer 1990, 1995, 2001b-c,
2003a). Yarmalarla orman yok edilirken kazi malzemesini de dereye dogru olan
ormanin iizerine iteklerseniz yer kaymalari ve /veya tagkinlar ka¢inmilmaz olur. 1984
yilinda Karadeniz boliinmiig yolu ilk giindeme geldigi zaman 6nerdigimiz gibi;

Hemen deniz otobiis ve ilgili deniz araclarinin modernize edilmesi, tersa-
nelerin desteklenmesi, bu baglamda yerli teknolojilerin yaratilmas: icin bilimsel
temelde destek verilmesi zorunludur. Ornegin 100 km/saat hizla giden feribotu
basta Avustralya olmak tizere pek cok iilke yapabiliyor. Benzer sekilde deniz oto-
biisleri de karayolu trafik yiikiinii yadsinamaz oranda diisiirecektir. Bu atilim i¢in
biitce 2,4 milyar dolar ve siire 3 senedir. 3 yilda tamamlanacak bu projeye yilda 8oo
milyon dolar tegvik/destekleme i¢in harcanacaktir.

Ikinci iglem Sarp’tan Istanbul'a demiryoludur. Birinciyle eg zamanh bagliyor.
Ancak 6 senede tamamlanacaktir. 40 ayr kesim olarak ihale edilecektir. Maliyeti
4,8 milyar dolar dolaylarinda olacaktir. Yiiksek egimli (egim ac1s1>18°) yamaglarda

45° egim acih yiizey sekli: Kusaklama ‘? i ‘,r 34% egim agih yiizey sekli: Kusaklama volunun ot
yolunun sadece %27si bu vir digey egimli \ VAV \ sadece %10"u bu tir voksek egimli alanlardan *.a\
alanlardan gegmektedir, Bu durumda, 3 gegmekiedir. Bu durumda kademeli vol A

kademeli vol kagimilmazdir. "L" veya ters
"T" duvarlar, saplama, kablolu tutturma,
ag-kapa tinel, puskirtme beton, donatih
toprak dolgu, har¢h kaya duvar, kaya
dolgu vb. hilegenler
uy gulamaya
konacaktir, Duvarlar
kaya sarmagigi vb.
saricil bitkilerle
kaplanacaktir.

kagmlmazdir. "L" veva ters "T" duvarlar.
saplama, kablolu tutturma, ag-kapa tiinel,
pliskurtme beton. donatih toprak delgu,
hargh kava duvar. kava dolgu vb.

bilegenler uy gulamaya konacaktr. Duvarlar
tilm duvarlar piirilin ve
gorinti kir]illginl
engellemek 1gm kaya
sarmagig ve benzeri
sancil bitkilerle
kaplanacakir.

/f
/

27° efim agih yiizey sekli: Kusaklama volunun _..t‘-"
18° -.;_:m M,Ih viizey ;ckl: l\tl$'1|\]'1mﬂ \Qlunun /.4(1 1 sadece %20"u bu tir vuksuk cgimli alanlardan ‘\_.-{‘; VA
bu tiir orta ¢gimli alanlardan gegmektedir. Bu durumda geemektedir. Bu durumda kademeli yol
da kademeli vol dnerilir. "L" veva ters "T" duvarlar. . kagimlmazdir. "L" veya ters "T" duvarlar,
saplama. kablolu tutturma, donatili toprak saplama, kablolu tutturma, paskirtme
dolgu. har¢h kaya duvar. kaya dolgu vb. beton. donauli toprak
uvgulamaya konacakur. dolgu. har¢h kava
Duvarlar kava duvar. kava dolgu vb.

Tum duvarlar gariliu ve

TNV
; \ gorinti kirhiligmi engellemek igin kava
N sarmagif vb. sancil bitkilerle kaplanacakur.

vol bilesenleri
uygulamaya konacaktir.

sammagifii vb. sancil
\'bnll\:lcrlcdcgﬂohmh kaplanacaktir. [‘ =

Sekil 3. Yiizey seklinin yiiksek egimli (e>%33) oldugu yerlerde uygulanacak oneri
kademeli yol tasarimunn genel gizgileri.
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gelis-gidisi esdiizeyli yaparsamiz %40 daha pahali olur. Onun i¢in Karadeniz ya-
magclarnin énemli bolimiinde kademeli yol (demiryolu/karayolu) énerilmek-
tedir (Sekil 3). Proje hiz1 200-400 km/saat olup ilgili kesimler getirisi-gotiiriisii
goz oniinde bulundurularak belirlenecektir. Proje hiz1 arttikga maliyet de artar.
Sarp-Istanbul aras1 da =1200 km'dir. Dolayisiyla, yolculuk 4 (transit) ile 8 (¢ok is-
tasyonlu) saat olacaktir.

(c) Oncelikte iigiincii sirada kademeli kugaklama karayolu gelmektedir.
Kiyidan daga (giineye) dogru 500-2000 m iceriden yapilacaktir. S6z konusu bu
kusaklama yolunda kazi dolgu dengesi saglanirken dolgularin giiney yamaclarinda
sulanabilir tarim arazileri kazanilirken kuzey yamaclarinda deniz manzaral villa
alanlar yaratilacaktir (Yilmazer ve Leventeli 1998, Yilmazer ve Ozkok 1999, Yilma-
zer 2002b). Kugaklama yolunda da egim agisinin 18°'yi astig1 yerlerde kademeli yol
uygulanacaktir (bkz. Sekil 3). En ¢ok 10 km'de bir eg diizey konuma gelecekler. A¢/
kapa, tiinel, viyadiik, giiclendirilmis yarma yamaclari ve ters “L” (1) ve ters “T” (L)
duvar yol yapiminda vazgecilemez 6zel tasarimlardir (Sekil 4). Maliyeti 19,2 milyar
dolar ve tamamlanma siiresi 12 y1l dolaylarinda olacaktir.

Diinyada fotosentezle iiretilen oksijenin - as
A Lo Sekil 4 sax
bityitk ¢cogunlugunu planktonlar tiretir, geri- wanu
sini bitkiler tiretir. Kiyilar planktonlarin mut- 2s
fagidir. Glines enerjisini kimyasal enerjiye do- bt
niistiiriirler. Balina dahil tiim deniz canhlarin |, Kava samas ve Cennnnnuuunn
yagsam enerjisini saglar. Kiy1 kiyim yolu denizin dvadanoplar | AN wwmmannnnnns

cigerlerini sokmiistiir. Bu soykirimdan 6te bir
suc degil midir?

Kaya sarmagig1 ve
Hazandal 1-2 senede
duvarlan kaplar.
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yer kaymas1 deprem sorunlarimi iki yilda sifi-
ra yaklastirmay (Yilmazer 1994, 2001a, 2002a-
d; Yilmazer ve Topsir 2003; Leventeli ve ark.
2020; Yilmazer ve ark. 1999, 2003, 2004c, 2005,
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sozlii olarak bildirdik. Bunun i¢in de devletten tek kurus talep etmedik. Devlete de
ulusal servet baglaminda trilyon dolarlar kazandiracagiz ve kendi gelistirdigimiz
yontemlerle kolayca uygulayacagiz.

Yeni ve yenilenebilir elektrik enerjisi cenneti Anadolu'da baraj ve HES'lerle
smursiz kiyimlar islenmektedir. Tiirkiye'deki iiretim, dagitim ve ilgili sistemlerdeki
kay1p %21,6 iken Finlandiya'da %4,2'dir. Bu kayiplar %6'ya diiiiriildiigiinde 4o fir-
tina vadisi enerjisi kurtanlr (Sekil 7).

Orta Karadeniz'i; Ankara-Istanbul bagta olmak iizere diger bélgelere baglayan
yolun trafik darbogazi Dranaz Dag1 gecisidir. Oras1 Karadeniz'in en bityiik 2 yer
kaymas: icerisinden gecen devlet yolu $ekil 5-6'te verilmistir. Kisin yol bozulur.
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1998°de
arastirthp
i projelendirilen
ve yapilan
devlet yolu
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tk: Karmagk; Kkk: Kk'nin kiregta  Oueri yol, bagariyla
BRSTenm e
Kaymaklar

- KI: Kretase yagh filig
Qk: ¥ kaymasn Qs

(Caliypmakta olan Sneri yolumuz

Sekil 5-6 . Aralarindaki dere yatagina dogru kayan Karandu ve Uziimlii kaymalart bolgesi
gegisinde kwvrilarak Dranaz dagina tirmanan ¢ok diigiik standartlt devlet yolu ve ince gereci
yikanmus ¢ok yitksek tagima giicii tasyan akarsu ¢okeli iizerinde yapilan oneri devlet yolu.
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TURKEY 716%
MEXICO 19,3%
NEW ZEALAND 15, 7%
POLAND 12,8%
HUNGARY 12.3%
SPAIN 10,0%
s s Eneriji kaybinin %6’ya
PORTUGAL 8.9% disiiriilmesiyle;
ENGLAND 8.8% . .o
IRELAND 8.6% Sekil 5. Uretim,
NORWAY 8.7% (0,16 / 0,004) = 40 Firtina dacitim ve ilaili
3'-0\"*3;'*: 3363:" vadisi kurtanhr. . 'tg lerd kg
SWEDEN ?.IQ% 7;8 er?l eraekt
AUSTE’;'&% ;.m Katledilen doganin degerini ve oayt}p arm
FRANCE 72% harcamalan da katarsaniz A)Gya
ITALY 7.0% 400 Firtina'yi kurtanrsiniz. diistiriilmesi
SWITZERLAND £.9%
DENMARK 6.6% durumunda
ICELAND 6.5% : = e .
CANADA 63% 8 NUKLEER REKTORU elde edilecek
GERMANY 5.7% KURMAZSINIZ. kazammlar
JAPAN 5,3% L —————
AUSTRIA 4,8% (Yelmazer 2004).
BELGIUM 4,6% VEYA
FINLAND 4.2% s z Y
HOLLAND 4.1% 6 GWhk RUZGAR GIFTLIGI
KOREA 3,5% KURARSINIZ
LUXEMBOURG 2.3% S ——
0 0.05 0.1 0,15 0.2 0,25

Her yaz bag1 onarilmak zorundadir. 1992 yilinda yeniden projelendirilip yer kay-
malar1 digindan gegirilir. Ancak yatayda ve diiseyde kabul edilemez 6l¢tide diigiitk
standartl yeni bir yol yapilmistir. Ancak ilgili kurumun kamyonlan bile yiik alinca
tirmanamadig1 bu yol 1997 yilinda tekrar ihale edilir.

Yazar ve ekibi yillik ortalama tek sefer siiresini 2,5 saatten 4o dakikaya diisiir-
dii. Maliyet de %66 azaltild1 (Yilmazer ve ark. 2003, 2005b). Yolu kisaltimiz ve is
hacmini diisiirdiiniiz diye ayni oranda tasarim parasi da diistiriildii. Oysa, gelis-
mis iilkelerde deger mithendisligi (value engineering) gz 6niinde bulundurularak
odiillendirilirdik.

Ankara-Istanbul otoyolu ve hizl tren projesinde de ayni bilim digiliklar: ile
bilimdisihiklan ile dayatilmigtir. Benzer gekilde Deriner ve Yusufeli barajlan bag-
ta olmak tizere tiim baraj ve HES projeleri ilende kiyimlar dayanilmaz boyutlara
ulagmugtir.

Barajla yok edilmek iizere olan Yusufeli dogas1 geregi turizm ve tarim cenneti-
dir. Bunu granodiyorit kayasinin tasidig1 minerallere ve yiiksek yer 1s1s1 (>4 °C/100
m) ile Coruh/Barhal akarsularina bor¢ludur. 1985 yilindan beri verdigimiz miica-
delede Ingaat Mithendisi Sayin Naci Ozen 6nderimiz oldu. Kitaplar yazdi. Baraj
tamamlanmak {izereyken yagamin yitirdi. Tiim yasam alanlar ile Yusufelimiln
dogal ve tarihi varligi sular altinda kalacak. Su tutmak icin bekliyor. Oysa, onda bir
maliyetine Torigelli sistemiyle hicbir yiizey varliklarina dokunmadan kat ve kat
enerji alinabilecek bir plan sunmamiza kargin bu kiyim islendi. Kurugay barajim
yapip “hay Allah burada su yokmus” deyip uzaklardan su getirip baraji dolduran
ilkel ve ¢ag dis1 yaklagimlara ¢ok sayida drnek bulabilirsiniz (Yilmazer 2002c¢).
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I will focus on three topics in my speech:

Contemporary transportation options instead of the coastal carnage road will
be our first topic. Under this title, I would like to commemorate our legal advisor
and Martyr of the Environment, Mr. Cihan Eren.

Our next sub-title is “Contemporary transportation systems are not rivals but
complementary to each other.” This is a universal principle. But in our country,
you will see the destructions carried out by highways after 1950.

The third issue is “It’'s imperative to use science and art as a guide in enginee-
ring projects, too.” In our country, you know what guides instead.

Another painful event is the approach of the opposition. For example; uns-
cientific propositions like “We are not against the project, but against the rent.” or
“as if you set up a factory and we objected.” If a project is destroying the national
wealth of that country (Yilmazer 1991, 2003 a-b; Yilmazer et al. 1997, 2001a-b, 2002,
2004a-b, 20054, 2006a-b, 2007a-c, 2017) we must be against that project. Current
examples will be given. Einstein’s first life principle says; “Science comes from ex-
perience.” According to a study conducted by George Washington University in
the USA;

The most productive age range of a person is 60—70, the 2nd most productive
age range is 70-80, the 3rd most productive range is 50—60, the average age of No-
bel laureates is 62 and the average age of the presidents of the world’s 100 largest
companies is 63. That's why Einstein accepted the proposition “Science comes
from experience” as his philosophy of life.

“International Black Sea Action Day” (International Day of the Black Sea) was
declared in 1996 by the countries having coast on the Black Sea. The first meeting
was held in Izmir, not in Trabzon, Samsun or any other Black Sea city, and the
“International Day of the Black Sea” was celebrated. I would like to draw your at-
tention to the fact that such a day is celebrated in [zmir, not the Black Sea. I was
one of the invited speakers at the event. The theme of the event was “The Past
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and Present of the Black Sea (DKG)” Murat Karayal¢in, Koksal Toptan and the
rector of Rize University spoke first. There were some unrealistic analogies such as
“Black Sea people are shapely, part of the world, very smart” etc. I am also from the
Black Sea. However, I am not different from people of other regions. If the people
of Hakkari, Van and Tunceli do not become upset for the people of the Black Sea,
if the people of the Black Sea do not become upset for the people of Tuncelj, if the
people of the Aegean do not become upset and feel very dejected, we get nowhe-
re. I continued my speech at the meeting as follows: “In the past of the Black Sea,
there were Begikdiizii, Samsun Akpinar, Kastamonu, G6lkdy and Sakarya Arifiye
Village Institutes. There are imam-hatip schools in the Black Sea today.” My speec-
hes were perceived by some as “stirring up a hornet’s nest”. However, the hall gave
a standing ovation for minutes.

The Second International Day of the Black Sea was celebrated in Izmir again
in 2018. I learned about this event later. The “Third International Day of the Black
Sea” will be celebrated in izmir again in October 2022. I am one of the invited spe-
akers. I guess I've just been understood. The truth eventually comes to light. You
can't hide the truth.

Dear friends, in 2005, Mr. Hasan Sitki Ozkazang and his friends organized a
scientific event in Arhavi. I was the invited speaker at the event. That evening, we
walked along the Arhavi beach. The carnage work had not yet begun. The trees
and the unique and fascinating shore of the sea were there. We woke up the next
morning and were shocked. In the place where we took pictures last night, the sur-
face shape was changed and destroyed during the night work (Yilmazer 1999; Yil-
mazer and Topsir 2003; Yilmazer and Yilmazer 2001b, 2003; Yilmazer et al. 2004b,
2007b, 2021). Later, the District Administrative Court made a decision about this
coastal carnage road. It said that a constitutional crime has been committed there
(2003 and 2004). Immediately upon this decision, the government changed the
relevant judges. Trabzon Regional Directorate of Highways also appealed to the
court. The court unanimously rejected this objection, saying that “this is an obvi-
ous constitutional crime”.

Later, a project was prepared for the Findikli-Hamidiye-Ardegen-Arhavi co-
asts, as Mr. Hasan Sitki stated in his presentation (Yilmazer et al. 2002, 2006,
2007c¢-d). The interception road project, which will be built from the inside wit-
hout harming the shore, was approximately 76 million dollars. So how much was
the coastal carnage road built? It exceeded 800 million dollars. While the coas-
tal carnage road gives visual-noise pollution to the settlements, it also works as a
road open to accidents. However, the presence of market cities and similar com-
ponents specific to each settlement on the interception road provides a great ad-
vantage. While this struggle was going on, Ardesen Municipality was on our side.
The contributions of Mr. Hasan Sitk: in this context cannot be denied. Later, for
reasons you know (Mr. Siitliioglu, the Minister of Environment, was dismissed and
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the Ministry of Environment was merged with the Ministry of Forestry. Mr. Pepe was
made the minister. Mr. Pepe said, “Let those who do this go from bad to worse” for the
coastal carnage road, even though Mr. Pepe had his signature under it.), they formed
a group opposed to us. They held a meeting to determine the roadmap they would
follow against us. Our legal advisor, Mr. Cihan Eren, had heard of the meeting. He
said, “Sir, we will raid the meeting,” and we entered the meeting together without
permission. The council members we worked with were also at the meeting. They
kindly (?) listened to us. But it can’t be helped, they were so ensconced that they
tried to please us by saying, “Sir, the state has decided and it will be done, no mat-
ter what you say”. We were grieved. The carnage is unbelievable level. In this con-
text, Mr. Bahtiyar Oztiirk’s (Dayimoglu) poem “the blue and green kiss each other,
make love in each other’s arms in Giresun...” is also valid for all Black Sea coasts.

Transportation systems are not rivals, but complements of each other. Of
course, road is required for door-to-door transportation. However, railway and
maritime line are of primary importance in freight and mass transportation. The
telfer is also highly prioritized locally (Figure 1). Railway, maritime line and telfer
are 33,166 and 400 times more profitable than road transport, respectively. While
the share of railway and maritime line in freight transportation is 96% in Ameri-
ca, which imposed highways on the oppressed peoples after 1945, it is 4% in our
country. In other words, the share of highways in freight transportation in Turkey
is 96% (Yilmazer 2002a-b, 2004; Yilmazer and Gokgekus 2002; Yilmazer and Yil-
mazer 2003).

In 1876, a telfer is established in the Kiire mines as a transportation system
that also carries out mass transportation. It pulls the empty wagons up as the car-
go is transported to the sea (20 m loading level) (see Figure 1). Thus, large freight
shipment can be carried out with the lowest energy. On the line where this system
passes, only the tree or the branches of the tree are cut where the bearing post are
deployed. Contemporary transportation systems such as maritime line, railway
and telfer have been regressed from 1950 to the present (Yilmazer 2002a). Road
transport, of which we are 9o% foreign-dependent, has been prioritized.

Figure 2 shows the carnage of the outdated (primitive and cut-and-fill) road
construction system. The main cause of floods in the Black Sea is this cut-and-fill
road construction system (Yilmazer 2002c). In other words, it lifts the mountain
and pushes it to the stream next to it uncontrollably, which paves the way for flo-
oding. The erosion power of the stream is directly proportional to the increase in
turbidity. As it breaks down, its power increases. As its power increases, it remo-
ves and destroys more (Yilmazer 1994, 2002¢; Yilmazer et al. 2007e, 2002¢, 2021).
Eventually a flood disaster happens. If this isn’t a carnage, what is? This primitive
road construction (cut-and-fill) system is implemented throughout our country
(Yilmazer 1990, 1995, 2001b-c, 2003a). If you push the excavation material over the
forest towards the stream while the forest is destroyed by the cuts, landslides and/

239



240

Beyond the Land: Looking at the Black Sea as a Marine Environment

or floods will be inevitable. As we suggested in 1984 when the Black Sea divided
road first came to the fore;

It is imperative to provide scientific support for the modernization of sea bu-
ses and related vessels, support for shipyards, and in this context, for the creation
of domestic technologies. For example, many countries, especially Australia, can
make the ferry with a speed of 100 km / h. Similarly, sea buses will undeniably
reduce the road traffic load. The budget for this leap is 2.4 billion dollars and the
duration is 3 years. This project, which will be completed in 3 years, will spend 8oo
million dollars annually for incentives/support.

Figure 2. In freight and mass transportation, railway, maritime line and telfer
are 3300 percent, 16.600 and 40 thousand times superior to road transportation,
respectively [While the situation is so clear, in our country, the share of highways
in freight and mass transportation has increased to 96% in the last 70 years. In the
USA, this rate is 4%. In other words, we pay an average of 10% thousand more to
transport 1 ton.].

The second operation is the railway from Sarp to Istanbul. It starts simulta-
neously with the first. However, it will be completed in 6 years. It will be gone
out to tender as 40 separate parts. The cost will be around $4.8 billion. It will be
40% more expensive if you make the coming and going peer-peer on slopes with
high inclination (inclination angle > 18°). For this reason, a graded road (railway/
highway) is recommended in a significant part of the Black Sea slopes (Figure 3).
The project speed will be 200-400 km/h and the relevant segments will be deter-
mined by considering the advantages and disadvantages. The higher the project
speed, the higher the cost. The distance between Sarp and Istanbul is 1200 km.
So, the journey will be between 4 (transit) and 8 (multi-station) hours.

Figure 3. The general lines of the proposed graded road design to be applied
where the surface shape is highly inclined (e>33%).

Graded interception highway comes in the third place in priority. It will be
built 500-2000 m inland from the coast to the mountain (to the south). While ma-
intaining the balance of excavation and filling on this interception road, irrigable
agricultural lands will be gained on the southern slopes of the fillings, while villa
areas with sea views will be created on the northern slopes (Yilmazer and Leven-
teli 1998, Yilmazer and Ozkék 1999, Yilmazer 2002b). On the interception road,
where the inclination angle exceeds 18°, a graded road will be applied (see Figure
3). They will reach a peer position at most every 10 km. Cut/cover, tunnel, viaduct,
reinforced cut slopes and reverse “L” (1) and reverse “T” () wall are indispensable
special designs in road construction (Figure 4). The cost will be $19.2 billion and
the completion time will be around 12 years.

Plankton produces most of the oxygen produced by photosynthesis on Earth,
and plants produce the rest. Coasts are the kitchen of plankton. They convert solar
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energy into chemical energy. It provides the life energy of all sea creatures, inclu-
ding the whale. The coastal carnage road has wreaked the sea’s out spite. Isn't this
a crime graver than genocide?

To bring the flood, landslide and earthquake problems closer to zero in two
years, including the Black Sea region (Yilmazer 1994, 2001a, 2002a-d; Yilmazer and
Topsir 2003; Leventeli et al. 2020; Yilmazer et al. 1999, 2003, 2004¢, 2005, 2007f,
2021, 2022 ) we have repeatedly reported to the relevant parties in writing and oral-
ly. For this, we did not demand a single penny from the state. We will also bring
trillions of dollars to the state in the context of national wealth, and we will easily
implement it with the methods we have developed.

In Anatolia, the new and renewable electricity energy paradise, unlimited
carnage is being committed with dams and HPPs. While the loss in production,
distribution and related systems in Turkey is 21.6%, it is 4.2% in Finland. When
these losses are reduced to 6%, 40 times the energy of Storm Valley is recovered.

Figures 5 and 6. Natural ivy covers the surfaces of reinforced slopes as well as
reinforced (1 and 1) walls and maintains the natural balance by converting traffic
CO,t0 O,

Figure 7. Gains to be obtained if the losses in production, distribution and
related systems are reduced to 6% (Yilmazer 2004).

The traffic bottleneck of the road connecting the Central Black Sea to other re-
gions, especially to Ankara-Istanbul, is the Dranaz Mountain pass. The state road
that passes through the two biggest landslides of the Black Sea is given in Figure
8-9. In winter, the road deteriorates. It has to be repaired at the beginning of every
summer. It was redesigned in 1992 and passed outside the landslides. However, a
new road was built with an unacceptably low standard both horizontally and ver-
tically. However, this road, which even the trucks of the relevant institution could
not climb when they have load, was gone out to tender again in 1997.

The author and his team reduced the average annual one-time trip from 2.5
hours to 40 minutes. The cost was also reduced by 66% (Yilmazer et al. 2003,
2005b). As you shorten the path and reduce the work load, the design money has
been reduced at the same rate. However, in developed countries, we were rewar-
ded by considering value engineering.

Figure 8-9. The state road of very low standard, which curves at the pass of the
Karandu and Uziimlii region slides, sliding towards the stream bed between them,
and climbs up to Dranaz Mountain, and the proposed state road on a fluvial sedi-
ment with a very high carrying capacity whose fine materials have been washed.

It was imposed the same unscientific nature in the Ankara-Istanbul highway
and high-speed train project (Figure 10-11). Similarly, destructions have reached
unbearable dimensions in all dam and HPP projects, especially in Deriner and
Yusufeli dams.
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Figure 10-11. Proposed highway and railway projects prepared on a scientific
basis, despite the beyond-carnage highway and railway projects, 255 km of which
goes within the North Anatolian Fault (NAF) belt (Yilmazer et al. 2001d-e, 2004a,
2006b, 2007a).

Yusufeli, which is about to be destroyed by a dam, is a tourism and agriculture
paradise by nature. It owes this to the minerals carried by the granodiorite rock
and its high ground temperature (>4 °C/100 m) and to the Coruh/Barhal streams.
Naci Ozen, Civil Engineer, has been our leader in our struggle since 1985. He wrote
books. He died when the dam was about to be completed. The natural and histori-
cal existence of Yusufeli with all its living spaces will stay under water. It's waiting
to hold water. However, despite the fact that we have presented a plan where many
times more energy can be obtained without harming any surface assets with the
Torricelli system at a cost of one-tenth, this carnage has been committed. You can
find many examples of primitive and outdated approaches that built the Kurugay
dam and filled the dam bringing water from far away by saying “Oh God, there is
no water here” (Yilmazer 2002c).

Figure 12. With 8 dams that will hardly meet 1% of the country’s energy need
for only 30 years, billions of dollars from abroad are prevented from entering the
country every year by the Imperials and their servants (Yilmazer et al. 2005a,
20064, 2007b).
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GoOkce Erhan ile

“Mavi Kalp” Resim Sergisi ve Soylesisi

Soylesen: Sevilay Refika Kadioglu

Sevilay Refika Kadioglu: Merhaba sevgili Gokce. Gola ailesi olarak bu caligtay-
da hem sanatinla hem de dogup biiyiidiigiin Karadeniz'in o muhtesem kiyisindan
seni agirlamak cok mutluluk verici. Her seyden dnce cok yogun olmana ragmen
bize zaman ayirdigin icin tesekkiir ederiz.

Gokge Erhan Mimar Sinan Universitesi Giizel Sanatlar Fakiiltesinden birin-
cilikle mezun oldu. Yaptigin muhtesem resimlerle kendi memleketini, kdyiinii ve
ilcen olan Camburnu1’nu hikayelestiriyorsun. Gola Kiiltiir Sanat ve Ekoloji Derne-
gi olarak yillar énce geri doniisiim temasi iizerine ¢alisirken Fatih Akin'in “Cennet-
teki Copliik” filmiyle 6grendik Camburnu’nda olup bitenleri. Camburnu ne yazik
ki sistemin vahsi depolama merkezi olarak kullaniliyor. Bu merkez Camburnu’n-
da ve koyiin icinde. Bundan sonrasini anlatmak i¢in s6zii sana vermek istiyorum.
Diinyadaki en biiyiik birka¢ cam ormanindan, Sarigam ormanindan, bir tanesine
sahip olan Camburnu'nda sevgili Gokce Erhan'dan sanatini deniz ile birlegtirdigi
hikayeyi dinleyecegiz. Peki simdi nasil Camburnu?

Gokge Erhan: Her zaman oldugundan daha beter. Yeni bir sey daha oldugun-
da hep iimit ettim, sabretmeye calistim bu sondur diye. Ne yazik ki her defasinda
yeni bir konuyla bir bagim ugrasmak durumunda kaliyorum. Gercekten sanat ese-
ri tiretme kismi da o kadar ¢ok azaliyor ki... Su anda ¢6p dokiilmese de ¢op sularn
hala akmaya devam ediyor. Ufak ama giizel bir ilerleme olarak varsayabiliriz bunu.
En azindan yeni ¢6p dokiilmiiyor ve ¢opler daha da yiikselmeye devam etmiyor.
Ciinkii ¢oplerden sira daglar olusmugtu. Ufacik olumlu bir sey var en azindan onu
sOylemis olayim. Burasi 1984 yilinda benim dogdugum yer, sahil su an bulundu-
gum evin kargisi.

Resimde gordiigiintiz bebek benim. Ablamin kucagindayim. Az 6nce de bah-
settigim gibi denizle biitiin olmus, i¢ ice ve her an her dakika temas halinde bii-
yidiim. Orada olmasaydim da gozlerim hep oradaydi. Pencereden hep denizi iz-
lerdim. Bu kayaliklarda, bu limanda ¢ocuklugum gecti. Bu konuyu anlatirken ¢ok
duygulaniyorum, su an bile konugurken ¢ok zorlaniyorum. Ciinkii artik burasi yok.
Burada, artik 500 metre ileriye dogru doldurulmus bir ¢orak bir arazi var. Onun

1 Camburnu Sirmene’ye bagl bir ilge.
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tizerine tersaneler ve sanayi yapilmak iizere bir yerlesim bagladi yillar 6ncesinden
ve buradan beton bir képrii geciyor. Bizim evimiz denize bakarken artik kopriiniin
altinda kalds, kopriiye, beton duvarlara bakiyoruz ve denize ulagsmak imkénsiz. O
kadar imkansiz ki... Bir liman vardi. O limani da deniz kuvvetlerine vermelerinden
otiirit demir tellerle gevrelediler. Dolayisiyla artik limana dahi gidemiyoruz. De-
nize hicbir sekilde ulagamiyoruz. Sadece bir nokta var denize ulagilacak o da, ge-
cenlerde hani eylem gerceklestirdigim bolge, 100 metrelik bir alan. Orada da tesis
yapmay1 diisiiniiyorlardi. Bir anlamda oray1 koruma cabasindayim. Bugiin Cam-
burnu halk: olarak bizim denize ulasabilecegimiz tek yer orasi. Bu yangindan®
sonra burada bir siire tek bagima vakit gecirdim, yeniden nasil sanat eseri iiretirim
diye diisledim. Ciinkii evle birlikte biitiin malzemelerim, ikinci kisisel sergim i¢in
hazirladigim eserlerim de yand:. Yani her sey simsiyaha doniistiigiinde ve ortaya
sadece komiir kaldiginda ben tekrar sanatci olarak kendimi var etmeye nereden
baslarim diye diigiindiim. Ve kendimi deniz kenarinda buldum. Ki zaten o yan-
gmnin gerceklestigi gecenin sabahinda denizi kurtarabilmek, sahili kurtarabilmek
derdi ile eylemde bulunacaktim. Bunun i¢in hazirlaniyordum ki bundan da vaz-
gecmedim. O gece yasadigim o korkung olaydan sonra bunu gerceklestirdim. Bu
da ¢ok bityiik bir yanki uyandirdi. O da benim en biiyiik tesellim oldu diyebilirim.
Ama bu stire¢ devam ederken, kendimi ayakta tutmaya calisirken, sanatgi olarak
da varhigimi nasil yeniden inga edebilecegimi diisiinme evresindeydim. Ve o kadar
yakin ki, cok biiytik bir sessizlik ve dinginlik hissettirirken, kulagimi dalga sesine
verdigimde aslinda bir siire sonra hicbir seyi duymuyor gibi oldum, bu meditas-
yondu. O an kayalarin iizerinde denizle siirekli temas eden halimi diisiindiigiimde
tiim ge¢misim gozlerimin 6niinden gecti, denizle ilgili tiim ge¢migim. Denizin ha-

2 Gokge Erhan’in hayatini strdirdigl babaannesinin ev gectigimiz yil ¢ikan bir yanginin ardindan
yikilmistr.
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yatimdaki yeri ve hayatimdan ¢ekilip alinmasi duygusu sanki yillardir yazi yaziyor
gibiydi o kayalarin iizerine ve sekil veriyordu, kendi eserini yaratiyordu. Aslinda
kiyiya sekil veren bir cesit sanat¢1 deniz benim i¢in. Bunlari hayal ederken de ¢ikis
noktasi olarak oray1 hedefledim. Malzeme olarak da yaklasik 200 yillik bir tarihi
olan, denizin ve kayalarin kiyiya verdigi sekil gibi benim atalarimin, dedemin, ba-
baannemin meydana getirdigi, yanan evimdeki, cocuklugumda da sahit oldugum
ahsaplarin iistiindeki desenlere dahi sinmig olan o evin yagatilmasi ve ayakta tu-
tulmasi i¢in verilen emegi aldim. Denizin varligini hissetmek, tek bagina mavi ya
da onun tonlar1 degil denizin icerisindeki baliklarin ve canlilarin kaybetmek ve
bu canlilig1 kaybetmeyi goze almak kendimizden bir seylerin yok olup gidecegini
gormek, hissetmek o kadar ac1 veriyor ki... Bir kesimin hissedemedigi duygular
icin ben ac1 ¢ekiyorum, ¢ok tiziilityorum. Nasil olur? Ciimlemi tamamlayamaya-
cagim cok o6ziir diliyorum, gozlerim doluyor. $imdi ¢alistiracagim videoda? siz de
goreceksiniz bu hafizayi, sadece evden kalan agaclarin, agaclardan geriye kalan
komiirle, evin iskeletini olusturan kestane agaciyd onlar, sadece diiz bir ¢izgi ¢izi-
yorum, ufuk ¢izgisi. Benim icin ¢ok degerliydi. Deniz kiyisindaki yagsamim, ¢cocuk-
lugum, ilk genclik yillarim sona erdiginde, iiniversiteye gidip geri dondiigiimde
artik dyle bir sahil yoktu. Denize ulasmak neredeyse imkansizdi, simdi daha da
imkansizlagti. Kdydeyken denize uzaktan bakiyordum. Inanin artik denize gir-
mek cok zor. Deniz artik kdpriiniin aktigl, maden sularinin aktig1 bir yer. Bu bana
o kadar kétii hissettiriyordu ki tiim bu seyleri bildigim i¢in denizin yaninda ¢ok
vakit geciremiyordum. Ve uzaktan bakmak en azindan bana huzur verirdi, ufuk
cizgisine, denizin ufkuna bakmak bana gii¢ veriyordu. Ve zaman geldi ki, o denize,
o ufka uzaktan bakmaya bile izin vermeyecek sekilde kafes saplama, kafes balik-
cilig1 projesi ortaya cikti.

Bu videoda dagin tepesine ¢iktim, ¢c6p dagina ve oradan agagi sahile iniyorum.
Inanilir gibi degil. Asil olarak bizim igin degerli ve 6nemli olan doganin biitiinlii-
giine ve baki olma durumuna dikkatleri yoneltmek. Ben buna dikkatimi yonelt-
mek zorundaydim ki, kaybolup giden, ne kadar ac1 olsa da, o yanan evin yaninda,
ashinda bizim asil evimizin yasadigimiz diinya ve doga oldugunu kavrayabileyim
ve ayakta kalabileyim. Bir de balik kafeslerinin son durumundan bahsedecegim.
5 tane proje var. Bir tanesi Camburnu sinirinda, sistemde hemen Of'ta goziikii-
yordu. Biz de Camburnu’nda yer alan bu projeye dava agabilmek i¢in CED gerekli
degildir kararini bekliyorduk. Uzun bir siire takip ettik, fakat projeleri Of’a tagimis-
lar. Yani Camburnu’nun sinirinin hemen 6tesine. Of Belediyesi ve Of Kooperatif
Bagkan ile goriistiik kars: ¢ikmalar icin. Fakat bize “onlar zaten istedigini yapa-
cak biz istemesek de yapacak bir sey yok” dediler. O yiizden halki bilgilendirme
toplantisina da kimse karsi ¢ikmadi. Dolayisiyla bu projeler Camburnu sinirlan
icerisinde degil, Camburnu sinirmin Of’a bakan yani Sogukpinar mevkiinde ger-

3 Gokege Erhan’in “Camburnu Kimin?” videosu igin: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PHEdB3EXSx-
s&t=3s
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ceklestirildi. Camburnu smirinin icerisinde olmad diye sevinebilirim belki ama
bir yandan da tiziiliiyorum ¢iinkii hi¢bir sey yapamadik. Her yerde olmasi gereken
bir sey ama en azindan kendim dava acabilecek bir pozisyonda olabilirdim. Ya da
eylemleri siirdiirebilirdim. Fakat elim kolum baglanmis oldu. Ciinkii Of'tan her-
hangi bir destek alamadim. Destek i¢in kimler kars1 ¢ikacak diye arastirdim fakat
bir iki kisi oldugu soylendi. Onlara da beni bulmalarini iletmeyi denedim, fakat
onlar da beni bulmadi. Dolayisiyla kafesleri 6nleyemedik ve kafesler tam Cambur-
nu siur1 disinda ama sanki Camburnu’'ndaymis gibi goziikiiyor. Burast Camburnu
orast Of. Yani korkung bir sey. Ama sevindirici bir haber de var. Bahsettigim sahil
kismuyla ilgili dava agmak ya da derneklerle ilgili kullanabilir mi diye bakmak icin
yaptigimiz aragtirmalar sonucunda bir avukata bagvurduk. Karg: ¢ikabilmemiz
icin bir proje yoktu, yani havadaydi her sey. Her sey usulsiizce hizli bir gekilde
olup bitiyor, ben bunu kendim yasadim. Oras! i¢in bagvurmak gerekiyordu, ben
de aragtirdim. Kiy1 Kanunlarina gore parsel numarasi yokmus, ¢iinkii kanuna gére
oraya bir dam4 dahi, kiiiiciik bir sey bile yapilamazmusg. Yani orada yapilacak olan
o tesis usulsiiz ve kanunsuz bir sekilde yapilacakmis. Sonra ben gittim kaymakam-
la goriistiim. Dedim bizim sadece denize yol agabilecegimiz oras1 kaldi. Orayla
ilgili bizim dernegin hep bir hayali var: oray1 koruma altina almak, sosyal bir alan
yaratmak, temiz tutmak... Ondan sonra oradan vazgecildigi séylendi kaymakam
aracihiiyla dolayisiyla. Ve tabii ki bizim orayi giizellestirmek adina hayalimizi ger-
ceklestirebilecegimiz soylendi. Bu konuda destek verdigini de bana soyledi. Orada
o eylemi gerceklestirmis olmamiz ve sonrasinda hazirladigimiz videonun ¢ok faz-
la yere ulagmasiyla oray: ifsa etmis olduk. Ashinda &yle bir sey yapilmayacag agiga
cikmusg oldu.

4 Balikgi barinag.
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Bu miicadele siirecinden sonra ilk kigisel sergimde yer alan bu resimde ya-
samla deniz ya da 6liim arasindaki iligkiyi anlatacagim. Az 6nce bahsettigim tiim
meseleler burada boya ile ifade edilmis. Resmin bir yaninda 360 dereceden bir ba-
kis s6z konusu ve resim ashinda dort bir taraftan seyredilebilir. Biitiin resimlerim
hemen hemen bunu saghyor.

Otel yuvasina donistiiriilen Camburnu sahiline artik ticretle giriliyor. Ben ar-
tik gidemiyorum kendi memleketimin ormanindan kovuldum ve siiriildiim. Ciin-
kii 6zel bir isletme oray1 49-50 yilligina kiralamis. Ote yandan da burada bir turizm
soz konusu. Ne kadar tuhaf degil mi biitiin bu maden sular ¢opler ile birlikte tu-
rizmin s6z konusu olmasi1? Biitiin bu olaylar ayni yerde gerceklesiyor, sadece iki-ii¢
kilometrelik bir alan yani. Hani goyle diisiiniin. Resimde goriinen, algilanan ¢op
daglar denize 2,5 kilometre. Maden 1 kilometrede. Kanalizasyonlar denize sifir
zaten. Iste daha 6nce saydigim bircok sey denize bunun igerisine akiyor. Ama gelip
burada ¢ok giizel manzarasiyla birlikte mesela diigiin fotografi cekiliyor insanlar.
Sonra ama buradaki giizellik nasil hepimizinse buradaki sikintilar, sorunlar da
aslinda hepimizin. Ben resimlerimle, sanatimla yani biitiin varhigimla hep bunu
anlatmaya calistyorum. Yani hepimizin i¢inde bulundugu bir yer burasi ve buna
ragmen sanki kisim kisim, karakter karakter ayrilmigiz, parcalamigiz ve isimize
geldigi gibi davraniyoruz. Ama boyle bir yer degil diinya. Anlagilmak ¢ok istiyorum
hakikaten. Ciinkii bu sorumluluklar tagimak hangi meslege sahip olursak ya da
kim olursak olalim gercekten hepimize ait. Hepimiz i¢in daha yasanilabilir bir yer
hakkimiz. Ben bunu ¢ok fazla hissediyorum. Yani hepimiz ciimlesi benim i¢in ¢ok
onemli. Bu resmin de her agidan hissiyati, duygusu farkl.

o g -
= Vi

Bu resimde gorsel olarak izlenilen bir duyguya ben yagamsal olarak burada
kavugmak istiyorum. Yani Camburnu genel olarak huzura ve mutluluga kavugsun,
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oyle bir hal alsin ¢ok ama ¢ok arzu ediyorum. Ben tabii bunu biitiin diinya ve iil-
kem icin istiyorum. Kiiciiciik, avuc ici kadar yerde bile bu kadar kendimi heba
ettigim gey, yaptigim halde bunu basaramiyorum gibi gérityorum. Ama basarabil-
digim en yegane sey belki de cogalmak. Bunun ileride biiyiik bir bagar1 olarak geri
donecegini zannediyorum. Su an ne kadar ¢ok ¢irpisam ugrassam da ne yazik ki
hala o seyler yasanmaya devam ediyor.

Son olarak yangindan sonra komiirlerle yeniden bagladigim sanat eseri iire-
tim siirecimden ve kendimi sanatla tedavi edigimden bahsetmek istiyorum. Gate
27'de, Istanbul Yenikéy'de gegirdigim bir siire¢ bu. Tam ocak aymda oradaydim.
Yeni yila baglarken kendimi bir sanatg1 olarak yeniden inga etmek i¢in kendime bir
alan a¢mig oldum. Orada bir misafir sanatc1 programi var ve onlar beni davet etti-
ler. Ocak ay1 sanatcisi da ben oldum. Ve ben orada hem kendimi tedavi ettim hem
de yeniden tiretmeye bagladim. Ashinda yokluktan, yok olustan yeni bir varolus
meselesiydi bu. Ve bunu yaparkende, her adim, yaptigim her hareket, eserin ken-
disini olugturdu. Her bir parcasinda bir eser var. Bunu bu sekilde kurguladim. Ora-
da gecirdigim biitiin siire¢ aslinda sadece benim i¢indi, fakat sunu da biliyordum
ki o siirece gahit olan, o siireci izleyen herkes i¢in de ayni sey gecerli olacakti. Cok
umut verici bir sey ve “beni hi¢bir sekilde 6ldiiremezsiniz” diyor aslinda bu. “Bir
travma estetigi’5 ad1 ve bu ismi koymamin sebebi de yasadigim travmay estetize
etmek. Bir yanda komiirlerle yani direkt travmayi yaratan malzemenin kendisiyle
estetize ederek iiretmek, 6te yandan da gercek anlamda estetik bir operasyon gibi.
Ruhsal bir operasyon gibi bir doktor edasiyla bulundugum mekanin verdigi duygu
da igine katilarak kendime yaptigim bir ameliyat. Estetik kelimesini ikili olarak
kullandim orada.

Yaparken ve o siireci yasarken diyordum ki, ¢ok bencilce bir sey bu, ne yapi-
yorum ben? Yani bir amacim yok onlar yaparken o fonlar1 meydana getirirken bir
sey yapmaya calisgmiyorum. Tipki nasil diiz ufuk ¢izgisini ¢izdigimde deniz yapmis
oldum, orada da kendimi serbest biraktim. O kadar bana iyi geliyor ama bir bagkas:
icin ne ifade edecegini bilemiyordum ki. Fakat sonuna vardigimda ve tiim o anlan
kaydettigimde ve o kayitlar bir araya topladigimda o kadar derin ve mutlu bir nefes
aldim. Hayat: yasarken cok giiclii bir sekilde inandigim duygu benimle birlikteydi.
O da su: Ben ve hepimiz, yani sadece ben degil hep birlikte.Yani sadece benim i¢in
yasanmamis oldu. Ve sonuclandiginda hepimiz i¢in bir giizellik, estetik, dirilesme
sireci olarak ortaya ¢ikt1. Yanan evimden getirdigim komiirlesmis odunlar, agaclar,
kestane agaclarini bir doktor edasiyla ameliyat ediyorum sanki. Ve zannediyordum
ki onlar sadece komiir. Ve onunla resimler yapacagim, ne yapacagimi da bilmiyor-
dum. Sadece malzemem buydu ve bununla bir sey yapacaktim. Ben bunlar kazir-
ken gordiim ki igerisinde aslinda yanmamuis bolgeleri var agaclarn. Ve orada ger-
cekten yeniden dogmus gibi oldum. Yani hala, bu komiiriin igerisinde bir can var,
hala hatiralar onun icerisinden ¢ikiyor gibi geldi bana. O kadar mistik bir seydi ki

5 Gokee Erhan’in “Bir Travma Estetigi” videosu igin: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k9qZOkYLaCO
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benim i¢in. Sonra kagit iizerine bu kdmdirleri birakip serbest vuruslarla, dokunus-
larla denizin sesini duyma ani var. Ve sadece bu hareketlerle olusturuyorum o dese-
ni. Ve hep ufuk ¢izgisini gormek istiyorum orada da. Aslinda yaptigim o hareketler
bir karalama, fakat sadece cizdigim tek bir ¢izgi onu deniz haline déniistiiriiyor. Bu
da ashinda yasadigim denizle ilgili olan travimami ortaya koyuyor. Burda iki tiirlii
travma var. Biri ev yangini, biri de denize yapilacak, ufuk ¢izgime konulacak olan
kafesler. Burada agaclardan cikarttigim civiler var ve onlarla da bir kompozisyon
olusturuyorum. Civilerle, civiyi bir kalem gibi kullanarak kagit iizerine kaziyarak
dalgalarn olusturuyorum. Sonra bulundugum mekan bir banyo. Ben banyoyu atdlye
olarak kullanmak istedim. Neden? Ciinkii orasi bir arnma yeri benim icin. Yapmak
istedigim sey kendimi eser iireterek tedavi etmek. Bir yandan da gercekten ameli-
yathane gibi o mermerler, o her tarafa soguk bir his veriyordu. Ama siz bilmiyor-
sunuz, sicacikti orast. O kig ayinda disarida kar var ama ben cok sicaktim. Oradaki
zithiklar biitiin bir sekilde hissettim ki bu da bir iyilesmenin konusu gercekten. Ci-
vilerle ¢izdigim desenleri mekana asarak, ticgen kare dikdortgen fonlar sanat tari-
hinin en temeline inerek o deniz kenarinda gordiigiiniiz en 6z, en basit olan seyden
bir adim 6tesini ifade etmeye calistim. Temel sanat diye bildigimiz 6grendigimiz
bilgiler var bunun igerisinde. Uggenler kareler daireler. Tiim bu matematik aslinda
problem ¢ozmeye yariyor. Ben bir problem yastyorum ruhsal olarak ve problemi
kendi sanatc1 tavrimla, matematigi kullanarak bulundugum, kendimi igerisinde
serbest biraktigim mekanda ¢ozecegim. Oradaki diizenlemenin ne kadar uyumlu
ve dengede olmasini saglarsam, ben de zihinsel olarak bu uyum ve dengeyi yerine
oturtacagim ciinkii paramparcayim. Zihinsel olarak kafamin i¢cinde bunu hissedi-
yordum. Ve burada tam olarak bu dinginligi, bu saghgi, dengeyi bulmaya calistim.
Mesela orada bir kiivet vardi ve ben o kiivetin icerisinde hani temizlenmek, arm-
mak duygusunu aslinda hep kag¢tigim o an travmaya doniistiigii icin siyah rengin-
den, kémiir hissinden hep kactigim seyle birebir yiizleserek barismak istedim. O
biitiin o asamalarda ¢ikan tozu, kiri, komiirii o kiivetin icerisine koydum, bezleri
orada yikadim falan. Beyaz su direkt simsiyah bir komiirlii suya doniistii. Kendimi
burada tek basima bir alan icerisine sokmugum ama o kadar toplumsal yoniim agir
ki her an yaptigim her is bir meslege doniisiiyor. Ve ben, o her meslekte bir sanat
bulmaya calistyorum. Her alanda bir estetik. Tam bir renk paleti kuruyorum ken-
dime, kompozisyon olusturuyorum. Yani sanat dedigim gibi burada. Aslinda tiim
bu sanat meydana getirdigim eserin her aninda var. Simsiyah komiirlerle geldim
ama baktim ki icerisinde hala yanmamug alanlar var ve o kadar duygulandim ki.
Yani bu agacin yanmayan yerleri oldugunu goriince. Ve iceri dogru gittikce baktim
ki renkler ortaya ¢ikiyor. Aslinda ben orada kendiliginden paletimi buldum. Biitiin
o0 yanan boyalarimin patladiklarinin sesini duyuyordum. Pathiyorlard: boya tiipleri.
Aslinda yeniden ne zaman renkli bir resim yapabilirim bilmiyordum. Bildiginiz ko-
miirle uzun siire yasayacagimi zannediyordum. Fakat baktim ki komiiriin icerisin-
den de renkler ¢ikti. Ben hemen aslinda renkleri bulmus oldum. Yani o kadar renkli
bir insanim ki kdmiiriin i¢inden de renk cikarttim.
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Civilerle ugrasirken onlarn da bir seye doniistiirmek istiyordum. O evdeki ¢i-
viler, ¢ivi ne zaman Karadeniz'e gelmisse o doneme ait ¢ivilerdi, o ¢ivilerdi onlar.
Onlarin da benim i¢in bir miicevher gibi degeri var. Onlar da aslinda tarihi eser ve
onlar1 dedem ¢akmus. Hep sonradan giiclendirilmis. Sonra burada da iste ¢iviyi ¢1-
kartirken parmagim delinmisgti. Kani da suluboya kagidina bastirarak kirmizi ren-
gini bulmustum. Ashnda organik bir renk bulmustum. O an1 da sanat alaninda o
gozle gordiim ve ondan da kompozisyon kurdum. Istanbul'daydim ama kiiltiiriim
bana o kadar ¢ok sey katiyor ki hani o kesani yanimda hissetmek bana gii¢ veriyor.
Pestemal ile dolagsmak onlarla diinyanin 6biir ucuna gitmek bana kendi kimligimi,
kendi 6ztimii, kiiltiirtimii ¢ok giiglii bir sekilde hissettiriyor ve beni giiclii kiliyor.
Icerisi ve diganst iligkisi burada s6z konusu ama burada bir yandan da kendi bede-
nimi de giydigim kiyafetlerle ve hareketlerimle sagladigim uyumu da bunun igeri-
sine katiyorum. Sonra yavag yavas o kiivetteki suya yaklasiyorum ve onun icerisine
daliyorum. Aslinda burada kabul ediyorum. Ben yagadigim bu korkung tecriibeyi
ve hayatimin simsiyah olusunu, bir donem boyle olmasi gerektigini, bunun cok
normal olusunu, kabullenirken kendimi hep bildigimiz beyaz suyla arnmak yeri-
ne biitiin o eseri meydana getirirken ¢ikan kémiirii bu beyaz suyun icerigine ali-
yorum, suyu da boyuyorum. Ve o siyahin icerisine kendimi birakiyorum ve siyah
rengini tekrar sevmeyi, kabul etmeyi 6greniyorum. Ciinkii siyah rengi gercekten
travma dolayisiyla bende ¢ok biiyiik bir antipati uyandirmisti. Goriince o komiir-
lerle bagdastirdigim icin. Yani burada bir barisma, kabullenme s6z konusu. Ama
soyle enteresan bir durum da var. Komiir ashinda aritan bir sey. Yani hani eskiden
temizlikte de kullanilir, hatta iste kirli bir su birikintisine susuz kalirsak komdiirle
birlikte onu artabiliyoruz hatta belli bir asamadan gecip o suyu igebiliyoruz. Yani
komiir aslinda her ne kadar simsiyah bir geyse de aslinda durulayan bir gey. Ben de
burada o renkle meditasyon yapmis oluyorum. En sonunda da bunu bagariyorum
ve kutluyorum. Ama bu kutlama anini yine bagka bir sanat dalina, bale ile, sadece
kendi viicudumu miizige birakiyorum. Ve onu, o an bulundugum mekanla hisse-
diyorum, havanin durumuyla. Her seyle birlikte kendimi ona birakiyorum ve bale
yapmus oluyorum. Kendimi ¢ok ¢ok zengin hissediyorum. inanin evim yandu gitti,
her seyimin de icerisinde oldugu ¢ok biiyiik bir miizeydi orasi bir kere. O kadar
biiyiik birikim vardi ki. Sakliyordum ¢iinkii kendi ev miize hayalim vardi. Her sey
benimle birlikte, benim ruhuma katilmis tiim o dliiler, benim emeklerim, onlarin
emekleri vesaire. O yiizden diigiindiim bir daha evim de olmayabilir, neler olaca-
g1 bilmiyorum. Daha resim yapabilecek miyim? Her seyi kaybettigimizde de bu
duygu, bu zenginlik hissi iste tam olarak bunlarla alakali. Her geyle ilgilenmek,
her seyin tadina varmak ve 6grendigin kadarini aktarmak, yaymak, paylagsmak ¢ok
biiyiik ve dogru bir nokta. Bunu oldugunu hissediyorum yagam icerisinde.

Sevilay Refika Kadioglu: Sevgili Gokge, hikayeni senden dinlemek inanilmaz
giizeldi. Sakin ve sabirli olup hep béyle bir el vererek hayata tutunuyorsun. Bir
donem sen tutuyorsun bir donem bagkasi tutuyor. Mesele inandigin seyden hig
vazge¢cmemek. Tegekkiir ederiz.
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Sevilay Refika Kadioglu: Hello dear Gokge. On behalf of the Gola family, I
want to say that it is a pleasure to host you in this workshop, both with your art and
from the magnificent coast of the Black Sea where you were born and raised. First
of all, thank you for have time for us even though you are very busy.

Gokge Erhan graduated from Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University with the first
place. You make a story of your own hometown, village and your neighborhood,
Camburnu’, with your magnificent paintings. As the Gola Culture, Art and Ecology
Association, while working on the theme of recycling years ago, we learned about
what is going on in Camburnu with Fatih Akin’s movie “The Edge of Heaven”
Camburnu is unfortunately used as the brute storage center of the system. This
center is in the village of Camburnu. I want to give the floor to you for listening
more about the issue from you. In Camburnu, which has one of the largest pine
forests in the world, Scots Pine forest, we will listen to the story from Gokge Erhan,
the story that she combined her art with the sea. So how is Camburnu now?

Gokee Erhan: Worse than ever. When something new happened, I always
tried to be patient, hoping that this is the end. Unfortunately, every time I have to
struggle with a new issue on my own. In fact, my time of producing works of art is
decreasing so much... Although garbage is not dumped at the moment there, gar-
bage waters still continue to flow. We can assume this as a small but nice progress.
At least no new garbage is being dumped and the garbage doesn’t continue get-
ting more. Because mountains of garbage were formed. There is one tiny positive
thing, at least, let me say it. This is where I was born in 1984, the beach is across
from the house I am in now. The baby who in picture you see, is me. I am on my
sister’s lap. As I just mentioned, I grew up integrated with the sea, in touch with it
every minute of every moment. Even though I wasn't there, my eyes were always
there. I always watched the sea from the window. I spent my childhood on these
rocks, in this harbor. I am touched with when talking about this subject. Even now,
it is difficult for me. Because it doesn’t exist anymore. Here, there is now a filled up,
wasteland 500 meters ahead. Thereon, a settlement was started years ago to build

1 Gamburnu is a neighbourhood in Sirmene a district of Trabzon.
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shipyards and industry and a concrete bridge cross here. Our house was facing
the sea, but now it is under the bridge. We are looking at the bridge, the concrete
walls and it is impossible to reach the sea. It's so impossible... There was a port.
Because of the fact that they gave that port to the naval forces, they surrounded it
with iron wires. So, we can’t even go to the port anymore. We cannot reach the sea
in any way. There is only one point to reach the sea, and that is the area where I
made a political resistance recently, an area of 100 meters. They were planning to
build a facility there as well. In one sense, I'm trying to protect there. Today, it is the
only place where we, Camburnu people, can reach the sea. After this fire*, I spent
some time alone here. I dreamed of how to produce a work of art again. Because
together with the house, all my materials and the works I prepared for my second
solo exhibition were burned. In other words, when everything turned black and
only coal remained, I thought about where I would start to create myself as an
artist again. And I found myself by the sea. Already, in the morning of the night
that fire took place, I would go to take a political action to save the sea and save the
beach. I was preparing for this and I didn’t give up on it either. After that horrible
event that night,  made it happen. This had a huge resonated. I can say that it was
my biggest consolation. But while this process was going on, I was at the stage of
thinking about how I could rebuild my existence as an artist while trying to keep
myself afloat. And it is so close that I felt a great silence and serenity, and when I
focus my ear to the sound of the wave, after a while I actually felt I couldn’t hear
anything, it was meditation. At that moment, when I thought of my aspect on the
rocks constantly, in contact with the sea, all my past flashed before my eyes. The
place of the sea in my life and the feeling of being wrested from my life... It was as
if the sea had been writing for years on those rocks and shaping, it was creating its
own artwork. Actually, for me, sea is a kind of artist that shapes the shore. While
imagining these, I aimed there as a starting point. As of material, I chose the labor
which permeates the patterns on the woods that I witnessed in my childhood to
keeping alive that my burning house, which has a history of nearly 200 years, built
by my ancestors, my grandfather and grandmother, just like the shape that sea and
rocks give to the shore. It hurts so much feeling the presence of the sea, but losing
not just blue or its tones, but fishes and creatures in the sea and to risk losing this
vitality, to see and feel that something of ourselves will disappear. How? I'm so
sorry I can’t finish my sentence; my eyes are fill with tears. In the video® I will open
now, you will see this memory too, only the trees left from the house, the coal left
from the trees. It was the chestnut tree that formed the skeleton of the house, I
just draw a straight line, the horizon line. It was very valuable to me. When my
life by the seaside, my childhood, my early teenage years came to an end, when I
went to university and came back, there was no such coast anymore. It was almost

2 The house of her grandmother, where Gokge Erhan lived, was demolitioned after a fire last year.

3 For the Gokge Erhan’s “Camburnu is whose?” video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PHEdB3Ex-
Sxs&t=3s
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impossible to reach the sea, now it has become even more impossible. When I was
in the village, I was looking at the sea from afar. Believe me, it is very difficult to go
swimming now. The sea is now a place where the bridge flows and mineral waters
flow. This made me feel so bad that I couldn’t spend much time by the sea because
I knew all these things. And looking from far would at least give me peace of mind.
Looking to the horizon line, the horizon of the sea vitalized me. And when the
time came, the cage-fish farming emerged that would not allow even to look at
that sea, that horizon from afar.

In this video I went up to the top of the mountain, the garbage mountain,
and from there down to the coast. It's unbelievable. Actually, what is valuable and
important to us is to direct attention to the integrity and survivability of nature. I
had to turn my attention to this, because in this way I can understand that our real
home is the world and nature, next to that burning house, which disappeared, no
matter how painful, and I can survive. I will also talk about the latest situation of
cage-fish farming. There are 5 projects in this field. One of them was on the border
of Camburnu, and in the system it appeared in the Of. In order to file a lawsuit
against this project located in Camburnu, we were waiting for the decision that
an EIA is not required. We followed it for a long time, but they moved the projects
to Of. That is, just beyond the border of Camburnu. We talked to the Municipality
of Of and the Head of Of Cooperative to oppose them. But they told us that “they
will do what they want anyway, even if we don’t want to it. There is nothing we
can do”. That's why no one objected to the public information meeting. Therefore,
these projects were not carried out within the borders of Camburnu, but in the
Sogukpinar location of the Camburnu border facing Of. Maybe I can be happy
that it didn’t happen within the Camburnu border, but I also feel sad because
we couldn’t do anything. It's something that should be everywhere but at least I
could be in a position to sue them. Or I could continue the political actions. But I
am tied hand and foot. Because I couldn’t get any support from Of. I searched for
support who would object the project but I was told there were one or two people.
I tried telling them to find me, but they didn’t do. Therefore, we could not prevent
the cages and the cages are just outside the border of Camburnu, but it looks like
they are in Camburnu. This is Camburnu, that's Of. So, it’s a terrible thing. But
there is also good new. As a result of our research about how to file case about the
coastal part I mentioned or to see if it could be used by associations we applied to
a lawyer. There was no project for us to oppose, so everything was hanging in the
air. Everything happens so fast and illegally, I've experienced it myself. It was nec-
essary to apply for that place, so I researched it. According to Coastal Laws, there
is no parcel number. Because, according to the law, not even a fishing port or even
a small thing could be built there. In other words, the facility to be built there will
be built illegally. Then I went and talked to the district governor. I said, that’s the
only place where we can make way to the sea. Our association always has a dream
about that place: to protect it, to create a social space, to keep it clean... Therefore,
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it was said that after that, it was renounced through the district governor. And of
course, we were told that we can make our dream come true in order to beautify
the place. He also told me that he supported me in this matter. By virtue of that
political action we carried out there and the video we prepared reached so many
places, we were be able to disclosed it. In fact, it has become clear that no such
thing can be done.

In this painting, which is in my first solo exhibition after this struggle, I will
explain the relationship between life and sea or death. All the issues I just men-
tioned are expressed here with paint. There is a 360-degree view on one side of
the picture and the picture can actually be viewed from all sides. Almost all of my
images provide this.

The Camburnu coast, which full of hotels, is now accessible for a fee. I can’t
go there anymore. I was banished and dismissed of the forest of my hometown.
Because a private business leased it for 49-50 years. On the other hand, there is
tourism here. Isn't it strange how tourism is possible with all these mine waters
and garbage? All these events take place in the same place, only two or three ki-
lometers away. Think of it this way. The perceived garbage mountains visible in
the picture are 2.5 kilometers from the sea. The mine is 1 kilometers from the sea.
Here, many of the things I mentioned before flow into the sea. But people come
here to, for example, take wedding photos, with a beautiful view. But just as the
beauty here belongs all of us, the troubles and problems here are actually belong
all of us. I always try to convey this with my paintings, my art, that is, with my
whole being. So, this is a place we're all in. Despite this, it’s as if we were separated,
broken up, part by part, character by character. But the world is not such a place.
I really want to be understood. Because carrying these responsibilities really be-
longs to all of us, no matter what profession we have or who we are. We all have
the right to a more livable place. I feel this too much. So, the sentence of all of us
is very important to me. The emotion of this painting is different from every angle.

There is an emotion in this picture. You can feel this emotion visually. I
want to reach this feeling in my life, here. In other words, I wish very, very much
Camburnu to find peace and happiness in general. Of course, I want this for the
whole world and for my country. The thing what I've wasted myself so much even
in a small place, even though I've wasted myself I feel as if I can’t do it. But perhaps
the only thing I have accomplished is to enlarge. I think it will return as a great
success in the future. No matter how hard I try now, unfortunately, those things
still continue to happen.

Finally, I would like to talk about my art production process, which I started
again with coals after the fire, and how I cured myself with art. I engaged this
process at Gate 27 in Yenikdy, Istanbul. I was there exactly in January. As we start-
ed the new year, I created a space for myself. There is a residency artist program
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there. They invited me. I became the artist of the month of January. And there I
both cured myself and started to reproduce. In fact, it was a matter of a new exis-
tence from non-existence and extinction. And in doing it, every step, every move
I made, created the work itself. Every piece of it has a piece of art. This is how I
set up it. The whole process I went through there was actually just for me. But I
also knew that the same would apply to anyone who witnessed that process. It'’s a
very hopeful thing, and it actually says “you can't kill me in any way”. It’s called “a
trauma aesthetic” and the reason I named it is to aestheticize the trauma I experi-
enced. On the one hand, producing it with coals, that is, the material that creates
the direct trauma, is like aestheticizing it with itself, on the other hand it is like an
aesthetic operation in a real sense. It’s like a mental operation. It is an operation
that I performed by myself like as a doctor by including the feeling of the place. I
used the word aesthetic as a binary there.

While I was doing it and going through that process, I was saying, this is a very
selfish thing, what am I doing? So, I don’t have a purpose, I'm not trying to do any-
thing while creating those funds. Just like when I drew the straight horizon line, I
made a sea. And there, too, I set myself free. It was so good to me, but I didn’t know
what it would mean to someone else. But when I got to the end and recorded
all those moments and gathered those records together, I took a deep and happy
breath. That feeling that I believed so strongly when living life was with me. And
that’s it: Me and all of us, not just me, are all together. That is to say it didn't happen
only to me. And when it was finalized, it emerged as a beauty, aesthetic and res-
urrection process for all of us. It's as if I'm operating on the charred woods, trees,
chestnut trees I brought from my burning house like a doctor. And I thought they
were just coal. And I was going to draw pictures with them, but I didn’t know what
to do either. It was just my material and I was going to do something with it. While
I was scraping off these, I saw that there are actually unburned parts of the trees
inside. And there I was truly reborn. So, it seems to me there is still a life in this
coal and the memories were coming out of its. It was such a mystical thing for me.
Then there is the moment of put these coals on the paper and hearing the sound
of the sea with freehand drawing and touches. And I create that pattern only with
these movements. And I always want to see the horizon line there too. Actually,
those movements I made are a scribble, but only one line I drew turns it into a sea.
This actually reveals my trauma related to the sea Ilived in. There are two types of
traumas here. One is a house fire, and the other is the cages that will be built into
the sea and placed on my horizon line. Here there are nails I took out of the trees
and I create a composition with them. Using the nail like a pen, I scrape it onto
paper to create waves. The next place I am in is a bathroom. I wanted to use the
bathroom as a workshop. Why? Because it is a place of catharsis for me. What I
want to do is to cure myself by producing artwork. On the other hand, those mar-

4 For Gokge Erhan’s “A Trauma Aesthetics” video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k9qZOkYLaCO
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bles, like the operating room, gave a cold feeling all around. But you don’t know,
it was warm there. There was snow outside that winter, but I was very warm. I
totally felt the contrasts there, which is really a matter of healing. By hanging the
triangular, square, rectangular patterns that I drew with nails, by getting to the
bottom of foundation of art history, I tried to express one step beyond the most
basic and simplest thing you see at that seaside. Inside it, there is also the infor-
mation that we have learned and know as basic art. Triangles, squares, circles. All
this math actually works for problem solving. Spiritually, I am having a problem
and I will solve this problem with my own artistic attitude, using mathematics, in
the space I am in, where I let myself go. I have to make sure that the arrangement
there is harmonious and balanced. In this way, I will mentally restore this harmo-
ny and balance. Beause I'm broking to pieces. I was mentally feeling it. And here,
I tried to find exactly this calmness, this health, this balance. For example, there
was a bathtub. And I wanted to unify the feeling of being cleaned and purified in
that bathtub with that moment of trauma that I always escaped from. I wanted
to make peace by facing the thing that I always avoided that color of black, the
feeling of coal. I put the dust, dirt and coal that came out of all those stages into
that tub and I washed the clothes in there. The white water turned directly into a
pitch-black charcoal water. I have put myself in a field here alone, but my social
aspect is so heavy that every work I do at any moment turns into a profession. And
I'm trying to find an art in every profession, find an aesthetic in every field. I set up
a full color palette for myself, I form composition. So, as I said art is here. In fact,
all this art is present in every moment of the work I create. I came with black coals,
but I saw that there are still unburned areas inside and I was so touched. I mean,
seeing that this tree has unburned parts. And as I looked inside, I looked and the
colors were show up. Actually, I found my palette there by myself. I could hear all
my burning paints exploding. Paint tubes was exploding. Actually, I didn’'t know
when I could make a color painting again. I thought I was going to paint with the
coal for along time. But I saw that the colors came out of the coal. I actually found
the colors. In other words, I am such a colorful person that I took color out of coal.

When I was working with nails, I wanted to turn them into something. When-
ever the nail came to the Black Sea, the nails in that house belonged to that period.
They are also valuable to me like a jewel. They are actually historical artifacts and
my grandfather nailed them. It was been strengthened afterwards. Then here, my
finger was pierced while I was removing the nail. I also found the red color by
pressing the blood on watercolor paper. I actually found an organic color. I saw
that moment through the eyes of art. And I made composition from it. I was in
Istanbul, but my culture added so much to me. It gives me strength to feel that
kesan’® next to me. Traveling with a loincloth and going to the other side of the
world with them makes me feel very strongly about my own identity, my own es-

5 Traditional scarf of Black Sea region.
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sence and my culture. The relationship between inside and outside is in question
here, but here, I also include my own body, the harmony I provide with the clothes
I wear and my movements. Then I slowly approach the water in that tub and dive
into it. Actually, I acknowledge here. I acknowledge this horrible experience I had
and how my life turned black... I acknowledge that it had to be like this for a while,
that it was very normal. Instead of purifying myself with the white water we have
always known, I take the coal that came out while creating the whole work into
this white water and paint the water. And I merge myself into that black and learn
to love and accept the black color again. Because the black color really aroused a
great dislike in me due to a trauma. Because I associate it with those coals when I
see it. In other words, there is a reconciliation and acknowledge here. But there is
also an interesting situation. Coal is actually a purifier. In other words, it used to
be used for cleaning, even if we are dehydrated in a dirty puddle, we can purify it
with coal. We can even drink that water after going through a certain stage. In oth-
er words, although coal is actually a black thing, it is actually a rinses thing. Here
I am meditating with that color. In the end, I succeed it and congratulate myself.
But I leave this moment of celebration with another branch of art, ballet, only my
own body to music. And I feel it with the place where I am at that moment, with
the weather. With everything, I leave myself to it and I do ballet. I feel very rich. Be-
lieve me, my house burned down, it was a very big museum where my everything
was inside. I had such a large collection. I was keeping it because I had my own
home museum dream. Everything is with me, all those dead who joined my soul,
my labors, their labors... So, I thought I might not have a home again, I don’t know
what will happen. Will I be able to paint again? And when we lose everything, this
feeling, this feeling of wealth, is exactly what this is about. It is a very big and right
point to be interested in everything, to enjoy everything and to transfer, dissemi-
nate and share as much as you have learned. I feel this happening in life.

Sevilay Refika Kadioglu: Dear Gokge, it was incredibly nice to hear your story
from you. You stay calm and patient and hold on to life. In one time, you are strive
hard for it, in another time someone else... It's about never giving up on what you
believe in. Thank you.
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iklim Degisikliginin Ekolojik Etkileri ve

Karadeniz Ekosistemi
Ertugrul Agirbas

Kiiresel 1sisnma son zamanlarda cok dillendirilen ve konugulan bir konu. Kiiresel
1sinmayl, antropojenik faaliyetler sonucu atmosferde mevcut olan bazi gazlarin
olmasi gerekenden ¢ok daha fazla seviyelere ulasmasi sonucu meydana gelen, ge-
rek karasal ekosistemlerde ve gerekse de sucul ekosistemlerde atmosferik sicaklik-
larin yiiksek olmasi sonucu ortaya ¢itkan bir durum olarak tanimlayabiliriz. Bunun
temel nedeni atmosferik karbondioksit konsantrasyonun her gecen yil giderek art-
masidir. insan kaynakl faaliyetler sonucu bu artan karbondioksit konsantrasyonu
basta atmosferik sicakliklar olmak tizere biitiin ekosistemlerde ve sicakliklarda
alisilmisin diginda anomalilerin yani sapmalarin, ortaya ¢cikmasina neden olmak-
tadir. 1880 yilindan giiniimiize kadar atmosferik hava sicakliklarinda 1 santigrat
derecenin iizerinde artma egilimi séz konusudur. Paris Iklim Anlasmas’'nin ana
hedeflerinden biri, hava sicakliklarindaki artis1 1,5 santigrat derecede sabit tutmak
ve 2 santigrat dereceyle sinirlandirmaktir. Maalesef sicakliklar su an 1,2 santigrat
dereceye kadar ulasmis durumdadir.' Atmosferik hava sicakliklari deniz suyuna
da yansimaktadir. Ozellikle 8o’lerden sonra ¢ok ciddi anlamda, hem karasal eko-
sistemlerde hem de denizel ekosistemlerde sicaklik artiglari var. Hava sicakliklar
karasal ekosistemlerde her 10 yilda 0,2-0,3 santigrat derece kadar bir artig egilimi
gosterirken, denizel ekosistemlerde ise o,1 santigrat derecelik bir artig goriilmek-
tedir. Sucul ekosistemler diinyanin %70'ini kaplayan 6nemli ekosistemlerden ve
dolayisiyla okyanuslar ve denizler diinya iklimini belirleyen ana unsurlardan bi-
ridir. Bu ekosistemlerde meydana gelebilecek en ufacik bir degisiklik zincirleme
reaksiyonlar meydana getirmektedir.

1 Sicakhk artiglari gok hizl bir sekilde meydana gelmekte ve su an 1,2 santigrat dereceye ulagsmig durum-
dadir. Bu beraberinde iklimi ¢ok ciddi bir bicimde degistirdigi igin bizim yasam alanlarimizi ve yasamsal
faaliyetlerimizi etkilemektedir. Daha da énemlisi denizel ekosistemlerin iklim regllasyonunu etkilenme-
ktedir. Okyanus ve denizler iklimi dizenleyen en buylk karbon yutak alanlaridir ve sicakliklarin 1,5 san-
tigrat derece artmasi bu dengeyi bozmaktadir. Isinma beraberinde su sikintisi, gida sikintisi, ekosistem
servislerinde azalmalar getirmektedir ve dolayisiyla insanlarin refahi da tehlikeye girmektedir. insanlar
ekosistemin tepesindeymis gibi davranmaktadirlar ancak aslinda ekosistemin bir pargasidirlar. Bir yandan
da ekosistemleri hi¢ bitmeyecekmis gibi kullanmaya devam etmektedirler. Fakat bu tarz degisiklikler cok
kisa zamanda biyogesitlilik kayiplarina neden olmaktadir.
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Bagta karbondioksit olmak {izere metan, nitroz-oksitler ve sogutmada kul-
landigimiz florlu gazlar, sera gazlarn olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Karbondiok-
sitin temel kaynag fosil yakitlarin ve tiirevlerinin gerek sanayide gerekse de ula-
simda kullanilmasi sonucu konsantrasyonunun her gecen giin artmasina neden
olmaktadir. Sanayi Devrimi'nden 6nce 280 ppm seviyesinde olan karbondioksit
konsantrasyonu son 142 yilda %40 oraninda artarak 420 ppm seviyelerine ulagmis
durumdadir. Diger bir sera gazi olan metanin temel kaynagi olan organik atikla-
rin oksijensiz ortamda pargalanmasi sonucu ortaya cikarken, ciftlik giibreleri ve
dogalgaz arama faaliyetleri sonucunda da dogrudan metan dogaya salinabilmek-
tedir. Azot-oksitler konsantrasyonlar ¢ok diisiik olmasina ragmen ¢ok etkili sera
gazi, daha cok egzoz gazlar, fosil yakitlar ve organik maddelerin oksijensiz ortam-
da parcalanmasi sonucu azot gazlari olusabilmektedir. Florlu gazlar ise sogutma-
da, spreylerde ve klimalarda kullanilan gazlar olup ciddi anlamda tehlikeye neden
olabilmektedir.

Artan karbondioksit konsantrasyonlar1 beraberinde sicaklik artiglarina ve es
zamanl olarak deniz suyu sicakhiginin ciddi oranda yiikselmesine neden olmak-
tadir. Benzer sekilde riizgar hizinda ve firtina goriilme sikliginda ve siddetinde de
cok ciddi oranda artiglar goriilebilmektedir. Son zamanlarda Karadeniz bolgesin-
de sikca sellere, su tagkinlarina, heyelanlara maruz kaldik. Artan karbondioksit
konsantrasyonu ozellikle deniz suyundaki pH degerlerinin diismesine, yani orta-
min asidik hale gelmesine neden olmakta ki bu da canli yagamini tehdit etmekte-
dir. Bu durum bagsta mercanlar olmak iizere kalsiyum karbonatli yapiya sahip olan
kabuklu deniz canlilarinin yagamlarini tehdit etmektedir. Diger taraftan 1sinmayla
beraber buzullarin erimesi deniz suyu seviyesinin artmasina neden olmaktadir.

Kiiresel 1sinmanin nedenlerini dogal nedenler ve yapay nedenler olmak iizere
iki kategoride toplamamiz miimkiindiir. Dogal nedenler zaten diinyanin var olu-
sundan bu zamana kendini gostermektedir. Yapay nedenler ise sanayilesmeyle be-
raber sera gazi salimlari, tarimsal faaliyetler ve yanhs arazi kullanimi sonucunda
ormansizlagsma veya yesil alanlarin ve topragin tahribati ve fosil yakit kullanimi
olarak sayilabilir. Kiiresel 1sinmayla birlikte sicaklik artislar1 ve anomaliler ¢ok
fazla goriiliirken, agin hava olaylar ciddi anlamda karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Kiiresel
1sinma beraberinde denizlerin 6nemli oranda 1sinmalarina yol agmaktadir. En faz-
la 1sinma Marmara Denizi'nde goriilmekle birlikte bunu Akdeniz ve Karadeniz ta-
kip etmektedir. 1970 yilinda atmosferik sicaklik ortalamalari 13,5 santigrat derece
iken suan 14,1 santigrat derece olup, bu artis trendi 6nemli bir degisimin gostergesi
olarak ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Benzer sekilde toprak sicakliginin artmasi da kuraklig:
beraberinde getirmektedir. Diger taraftan da karh giin sayis1 giderek azalmaktadir.

Karadeniz, diinyanin en bityiik anoksik havzasi olup, belli bir derinlikten son-
ra artan konsantrasyonlarda bulunan hidrojen siilfiir varligi bu ortami yagsanmaz
hale getirmektedir. Bu ortamda sadece belli bagh bakteriler yasayabilmektedir.
Yar1 kapali ve izole bir ¢evre oldugu icin antropojenik faaliyetler ve atmosferik
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olaylardan daha cok etkilenebilmektedir. Asir niitrient (besin tuzu) girisi, kirletici
girigi, istilaci tiirler, agir1 aveilik ve iklim degisikligine bagl degisimler Karadeniz
ekosisteminde ciddi degisimlere neden olmugs durumdadir.

9 Agustos 2021'de hitkiimetlerarasi iklim degisikligi panelinin (IPCC) yayinla-
dig1 6. degerlendirme raporunda 6ne ¢ikan temel argiimanlardan biri sicakligin
tahmin edilenden ¢ok daha hizh bir sekilde arttig1 ve bu artisin temel nedeninin
sera gazi emisyonlarinin oldugu bildirilmektedir. Raporda kuralikta ciddi oranda
artiglarin olacag vurgulanirken, orman yanginlari, agir1 hava olaylari ve sicak hava
dalgalar1 6ne ¢ikan bagliklardan bazilaridir. Deniz suyu seviyesindeki artiglar, sel-
ler, heyelanlar, su tagkinlar1 ve mercan resiflerindeki kayiplar iklim degisikligine
bagl olarak ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Tiirkiye'de ise ¢ollesme riski giderek artarken yagis
miktarlarinin baz1 bolgelerde artacag, bazi bolgelerde ise ciddi anlamda kurak-
ligin bag gosterebilecegi éngoriilmektedir. Paris Tklim Anlagmasi’'nin hedeflerini
yakalamak miimkiin ancak alinan tedbirlere uymak kaydiyla ve bu anlamda bili-
yoruz ki 17 tane tanimlayici Birlegmis Milletler Stirdiiriilebilir Kalkinma Hedefleri
var. Bunlardan 13’tinciisti iklim eylemi, 14’tinciisti sudaki yasam, 15'incisi karasal
yasam ile ilgili ve bunlarin uygulanmasi gerekmektedir.

Miicadele olarak ne yapmamiz gerekiyor? Karbon saliniminin azaltilmasi,
tiikketim aligkanhiginin degistirilmesi, enerji verimliliginin gézden gecirilmesi, al-
ternatif enerji kaynaklarinin tercih edilmesi, karbon yutak alanlarin korunmasi
bunlardan bazilar1. Geri doniisiimden ziyade ne kadar az artik tiretirsek, doniis-
tiirmek i¢in o kadar az caba sarf ederiz. Su kaynaklarinin yonetimi, afet yonetimi,
ekosistemlerin korunmasi, tarim ve gida giivenligi konular1 da dikkat edilmesi ge-
reken hususlar olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.



Ecological Effects of Climate Change and

Black Sea Ecosystem

Ertugrul Agirbas

Global warming is lately a much expressed and discussed issue. We can define glo-
bal warming as a situation that occurs as a result of some gases in the atmosphere
reaching levels much higher than they should be due to anthropogenic activities,
and high atmospheric temperatures in both terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems.
The main reason of it is the increase in atmospheric carbon dioxide concentration
every year. Increasing carbon dioxide concentration as a result of human activi-
ties causes unusual anomalies, i.e. deviations, in all ecosystems and temperatures,
in atmospheric temperatures being in the first place. From 1880 until today, at-
mospheric air temperatures tend to increase by more than 1 degree Celsius. One of
the main goals of the Paris Agreement is to keep the increase in air temperatures
stable at 1.5 degrees Celsius and limit it below 2 degrees Celsius. Unfortunately,
the temperature rise has now reached 1.2 degrees Celsius.! Changes in atmosphe-
ric air temperatures are also reflected in sea water temperatures. Especially after
the 8os, there is a very severe temperature increase in both terrestrial and marine
ecosystems. While air temperatures tend to increase by 0.2-0.3 degrees Celsius in
terrestrial ecosystems every 10 years, an increase of 0.1 degrees Celsius is observed
in marine ecosystems. Aquatic ecosystems are one of the important ecosystems
covering 70% of the world, and therefore the oceans and seas are one of the fun-
damental elements that determine the world’s climate. Even the slightest change
in these ecosystems creates chain reactions.

Carbon dioxide being in the first place, methane, nitrous-oxides, and fluorina-
ted gases that we use in cooling are greenhouse gases. The use of fossil fuels and
their derivatives, which are the main source of carbon dioxide, both in industry
and in transportation, causes increase of the carbon dioxide concentration day by

1 Rapid temperature rises are seen and have now reached 1.2 degrees Celsius. This affects our living spac-
es and vital activities since it changes the climate very heavily. More importantly, it affects the climate reg-
ulation of marine ecosystems. Oceans and seas are the greatest carbon sinks that regulate the climate, and
an increase of 1.5 degrees Celsius disrupts this balance. Warming brings with it water and food shortage,
and reductions in ecosystem services, and therefore the well-being of people also become compromised.
People live like they are at the top of the ecosystem, but in fact they are a part of the ecosystem. On the
other hand, they continue to use ecosystems as if they are never ending. However, such changes cause
biodiversity losses in a very short time.
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day. The carbon dioxide concentration, which was at the level of 280 ppm before
the Industrial Revolution, has increased by 40% in the last 142 years and reached
420 ppm. Another greenhouse gas, methane is generated by the decomposition of
organic wastes, which are its main source, in an oxygen-free environment, and it
can also be directly released into the nature as a result of farm fertilizers and natu-
ral gas exploration activities. Nitrogen-oxides are very effective greenhouse gases,
although their concentrations are very low. Nitrogen gases can be discharged as a
result of the decomposition of mostly exhaust gases, fossil fuels and organic mate-
rials in an oxygen-free environment. Fluorinated gases are used in cooling, sprays
and air conditioners and can lead to serious hazards.

Increasing carbon dioxide concentrations cause temperature rise and simul-
taneously cause significant increase in the sea water temperature. Dramatic inc-
reases can similarly be seen in wind speed and the frequency and intensity of
storms. Lately, we are frequently subjected to floods, overflows and landslides in
the Black Sea region. Increasing carbon dioxide concentration causes a decrease
in pH values, especially in sea water, that is, the environment to become acidic,
which is threatening the habitability. This threatens the lives of crustaceans, co-
rals being in the first place, whom structure have calcium carbonate. On the other
hand, melting of glaciers due to warming causes rise of the sea level.

It is possible to classify the causes of global warming in two categories as na-
tural causes and artificial causes. Natural causes have already existed since the
beginning of the world. Greenhouse gas emissions started with industrialization,
deforestation as a result of agricultural activities and inappropriate land use, or
the destruction of green areas and soil, and the use of fossil fuels can be coun-
ted as artificial causes. With global warming, rise and anomalies in temperature
are much more seen, and we witness seriously extreme weather events. Global
warming leads to considerable warming of the seas. The highest warming is ob-
served in the Marmara Sea, followed by the Mediterranean and Black Seas. While
atmospheric temperature averages were 13.5 degrees Celsius in 1970, it is now 14.1.
This increasing trend occurs as an indicative of a significant change. Increase in
soil temperature likewise brings with it drought. On the other hand, the number
of snow days is steadily declining.

The Black Sea is the world’s largest anoxic watershed, the presence of hyd-
rogen sulfide in increasing concentrations after a certain depth makes this envi-
ronment unlivable. Only limited numbers of bacteria can live in this environment.
Since it is a semi-closed and isolated environment, it is more open to the effects
of anthropogenic activities and atmospheric events. Excessive input of nutrient,
pollutant entry, invasive species, overfishing and climate change-related changes
have caused serious changes in the Black Sea ecosystem.

In the 6th assessment report published by the Intergovernmental Panel on
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Climate Change (IPCC) on August 9, 2021, one of the main highlighted arguments
is that the temperature has risen much faster than foreseen, and the main reason
for this increase is greenhouse gas emissions. The report warns about significant
increases in drought, and some of the other highlights in the report are wildfires,
extreme precipitation events and heat waves. Sea level rises, floods, landslides,
overflows and loss of coral reef are consequences of climate change. For Turkey,
while it is at an increased risk for desertification, it is predicted that the amount
of precipitation will increase in some regions, and a severe drought may occur in
some other. It is possible to attain the goals of the Paris Agreement, provided that
the measures taken are followed, and in this terms, we know that there are United
Nations’ 17 Sustainable Development Goals. The 13th of them is about climate ac-
tion, the 14th is about life below water, and the 15th is about life on land and these
need to be applied.

What should we do for struggle? Reducing carbon emissions, changing con-
sumption habits, reviewing energy efficiency, choosing alternative energy sources,
protecting carbon sinks are some of the things we can do. Rather than recycling,
the less waste we produce, the less effort we make to recycle it. Management of
water resources, disaster management, protection of ecosystems, agriculture and
food security are other points to be considered.
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1. Giris

Karadeniz genel ekolojik 6zellikleri bakimindan oldugu gibi, sucul memeliler ac1-
sindan da 6zel bir yere sahiptir. Karadeniz, giinimiizde Akdeniz'in diger kisimla-
rina bogazlar ve Marmara Denizi iizerinden sinirli bir koridor ile baghdir. Bu jeo-
lojik bariyerlerin yani sira sularinin Akdeniz'e gore daha diisiik tuzlulukta olmasi
ve belirli derinliklerden asagida aerobik yasamin miimkiin olmamasi gibi ekolojik
bariyerler de, Karadeniz'in biyolojik ¢esitliligini sekillendiren etmenlerdendir. Je-
olojik ge¢miste de Akdeniz'den zaman zaman tamamen koptugu, karalarla gevrili
bir i¢ deniz, biiyiik bir g6l haline geldigi zamanlar gecirdigi bilinmektedir. En son
birlesme son buzul ¢caginin bitmesinden sonra giiniimiizden yaklasik 7500 yil ka-
dar 6nce meydana gelmistir (Dimitrov et al. 2005).

Karadeniz'in bu giincel ve ge¢misi ¢ok uzun siireye yayilmis olan, kismi ve tam
izolasyonu deniz memelilerinde bir endemizme yol agmigtir.

Sucul memeliler olarak Karadeniz faunasinda ii¢ yunus tiirii, bir fok tiirii ve
bir su samuru tiirii bulundugu bilinmektedir. U¢ yunus tiiriiniin ii¢ii de Karadeniz
ve Marmaraya has alt tiirlerdir. Cok yakin zamana kadar yagadig: bilinen fok tiirii
ise giiniimiizde titkkenmistir. Bu fok tiiriiniin yunuslarda oldugu gibi bir alt tiir olup
olmadig1 bilinmemektedir. Susamurunun Karadeniz kiyillarinda yagamakta ve de-
nizde beslenmekte oldugu da eski tarihlerden beri bilinmektedir.

Fok tiirii 1990'larin sonundan beri Karadeniz kiyilarinda goriilmemistir. Yunus
tiirlerinin popiilasyonlar1 1983 yilina kadar devam eden yasal avcilik nedeniyle ta-
rihi boyutlarinin altina diismiistiir. Su samuru nesli muhtemelen avcilik nedeniyle
1990’lara kadar Karadeniz'in Tiirkiye kiyilarinda bircok yerde yok olmus ise de bii-
yiik olasilikla giintimiizde bu baskinin kalkmig olmasi nedeniyle eski dagilimina
tekrar ulastign goriilmektedir.

Karadeniz'deki tiim bu sucul memeli tiirleri ulusal ve uluslararas1 mevzuat
kapsaminda koruma altindadir.
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2. Karadeniz'in Sucul Memelileri
a. Karadeniz'de Akdeniz Kesis Foku

Karadeniz kiyilarinda Akdeniz kesis fokunun (Monachus monachus) yasa-
makta oldugu tarihi belgelerde de modern bilimsel yayinlarda da kayit altina alin-
mistir. Tiiriin Karadeniz kiyillarindaki tarihi dagilimi hem kuzey ve hem de giiney
kiyilarini kapsamaktadir. 1940’lara kadar Bulgaristan'da Kaliakra Burnu'nda onlar-
casmin yagadigina, 1950'lere kadar Ukrayna’nin Yilan Adasrnda ve Tuna Deltas:
civarinda goriildiigiine, Bulgaristan'da en son 1996’da goriildiigiine dair kayitlar
vardir (Boev 2018). Tiiriin Tiirkiye kiyilarinda 1964’ten beri bilimsel olarak bilinen
varlig1 (Mursaloglu 1964) 1990’larin sonlarina kadar gelmis ise de, 1998 yilindan
beri herhangi bir kayit elde edilememistir. Sualt1 Arastirmalar1 Dernegi'nin (SAD)
Karadeniz kiyillarinda yaptig1 calismalarda elde edilen en son giivenilir gérme
kaydina gore, 1998 yilinda Fatsa'da bir Akdeniz foku goriildiigii ve basina kiirek ile
vurularak oldiiriildiigii beyan edilmistir (Savas ve Kira¢ 2002). Bulgaristan'da da
1990'l1 yillarda 6lii ve canli fok kayitlar1 bulunmakta ise de son canli gozlem kay-
d1 8 Aralik 1996 tarihlidir (Boev 2018). Bu itibarla tiiriin Karadeniz'deki varliginin
simdilik titkendigi diisiiniilmektedir. Karadeniz'in Marmara tizerinden Akdeniz
ve kollar ile baglantili oldugu ve bu denizlerde hala foklarin yasamakta olduklari
dikkate alinirsa, ileride sartlar miisait olursa tiiriin tekrar Karadeniz'e girmesi -po-
tansiyel olarak uzak bir ihtimal de olsa- miimkiindiir. Bununla birlikte, Karade-
niz'deki yunus tiirlerinin tamaminda tespit edilmig olan alt tiir olusumunun kegis
fokunda da olup olmadig1 ne yazik ki bilinmemektedir.

Kesis fokunun Karadeniz'de azalma ve hatta tiikenme nedenleri Marmara,
Ege ve Akdeniz kiyillarimizdaki giincel ve gecmis tehditlerden bazi bakimlardan
farkhlagmaktadir. SAD'In ¢alismalarina gore tiim kiyillarimiz icerisinde yagam ala-
n1 kaybi -Karadeniz sahil yolunun gectigi kiy1 kesimleri haricinde- diger kiyilari-
miza gore en az diizeydedir. Aglara verdigi zarar nedeni ile foklarin balik¢ilar ta-
rafindan 6ldiiriilmesi diger tiim kiyillarimizda oldugu gibi Karadeniz kiyillarimizda
da bir tehdit olarak dikkat cekmistir. Bunlar bir tarafa birakilirsa foklarin dogal
ham madde temini icin avlanmalari ya da canli olarak yakalanmalari, yani bir ti-
cari meta olusturduklari olgusu, Tiirkiye'de sadece Karadeniz kiyilarimizda gecerli
olan bir tehdittir.

Ticari yunus avciliginin Karadeniz'deki ge¢misi binlerce yil 6ncesine uzan-
maktadir (Tonay ve Oztiirk 2012). Karadeniz'de yunuslar en azindan 1870'den iti-
baren agir bir av baskisi altinda kalmistir (Smith 1982). Eski demir perde tilkeleri
tarafindan Karadeniz'de yunus avcilig1 1966 senesinde yasaklanmigsa da, 1983 se-
nesinde Bern Sozlesmesi'nin Tiirkiye tarafindan imzalanmasina kadar bu avcilik
Tiirkiye kiyilarinda yasal olarak yogun bir sekilde siirdiirtilmiistiir (TWC 1984).
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SAD olarak sahadaki ¢alismalarimizda eski yunus avcilarmdan aldigimiz bil-
gilere gore bu avcilik sirasinda sadece yunuslar degil, denk geldiginde foklar da
avlanmugtir. Hatta foktan yunuslara gore daha fazla yag elde edildigi icin fok avla-
ma firsatinin kacirlmadigi da beyan edilmistir. Ne yazik ki bu sekilde avlanan fok
miktar ile ilgili bir kayit bulunmamaktadir. Avlanan foklarin yaglar yunus yagi
icerisine katilmis, derileri de dag koyliilerine satilmigtir. Fok derisinin kokmasi
nedeniyle sigir derisine gore cok daha ucuz ancak ¢ok daha saglam oldugu, koy-
lerde bu derilerin ¢arik ve okiiz kosumu imalatinda kullanildiklari, zamaninda bu
derileri kullanmis olan koyliiler tarafindan anlatilmigtir.

Gene sahil yerlesimlerinde halkla yapilan goriismelerde, kendi deri ihtiyaclar
icin bildikleri magaralar yakininda bekleyerek fok vuran koyliiler oldugu da 6gre-
nilmisgtir.

Karadeniz kiyilarindaki fok popiilasyonu iizerinde tespit edilen 6zgiin teh-
ditlerden bir digeri de foklarin canli olarak yakalanip satilmalaridir. Ozellikle Ak-
cakoca civarinda bazi balik¢ilar tarafindan icra edilen bu is sirasinda, yakalama
kolaylig1 acisindan yavru ya da ¢ok geng foklar tercih edilmistir. Dolayisi ile bu
hayvanlar daha tireyemeden ekosistemden cekilmiglerdir. Canli fok avcilar Akga-
koca'da yogunlagmislar ise de canli fok avciliginin igneada-Doganyurt arasindaki
kayilarda icra edildigi belirtilmistir.

Yakalanan foklar gezici panayirlardaki hayvan cadirlarina, hayvanat bahcele-
rine ve [stanbul'da eski Galata Kopriisii kenarinda uzun yillar varligin siirdiirmiis
olan bir sergiye canl olarak satilmigtir. Bu foklarin esaret altinda émrii uzun ol-
madigindan, elde olan 6ldiikge siparis yenilenmis ve yeni foklar yakalanarak sa-
tilmaya devam edilmistir. SAD ¢alismalarinda elde edilen bilgilere gore bu isin en
azindan 1948-1973 yillar1 arasinda icra edildigi ve sadece bir avcinin yakaladigi fok
sayisinin 21'i buldugu tespit edilmistir. Toplam canli yakalanan fok sayisinin 100
civarinda oldugu beyan edilmigtir (Kirag ve Savag 1996).

Bu yogun av ve canli yakalamalarin Karadeniz kiyillarimizda foklarin giiniimii-
ze ulasgamamis olmasinin arkasindaki temel nedenler oldugu diistiniilmektedir.

Karadeniz'de zaman zaman havzada dogal olarak bulunmayan degisik fok tiir-
lerinin Tiirkiye kiyilarinda goriildiikleri vakiadir. 1988 ve 1989 yillarinda Otaridae
ailesinden en az bir yiizgecayaklinin fotograflar elimize ulagmig ve sonra yaptigi-
muz yazigmalarla Eski Sovyetler Birligime ait Anapa’da bulunan bir deniz memeli-
leri istasyonundan Mart 1988'de firtina nedeniyle meydana gelen hasar sonucunda
2 Kuzey kiirk foku ve 2 Giiney kiirk fokunun denize kactigini 6grenmistik (Kirag ve
Savag 1996). Karadeniz'in diger kiyilarinda da bagka tiirlerden az sayida bu gekilde
fok kayitlar1 bulunmaktadir. Bilindigi kadaryla bu kacak foklardan iireyen olma-
mus, hatta varliklar1 uzun siire devam etmemistir.
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b. Karadeniz’in Yunuslar

Karadeniz'de yunuslar, en azindan 1870'den itibaren, agir bir av baskisi altinda
kalmigtir (Smith 1982). Avlanan yunuslarin derileri ve yaglar dogal ham madde
olarak satilmigtir. Etlerinin ise bazi yorelerde tarlalarda giibre olarak kullanilmig
oldugu bilinmektedir. Karadeniz kiyilarindaki eski demir perde tilkelerinde (Sov-
yetler Birligi, Romanya, Bulgaristan) yunus avciligi daha 1966 senesinde yasaklan-
mistir (IWC 1984). Tiirkiye'de ise yunus avciligi ancak Bern Sozlesmesi'nin imza-
lanmasindan sonra 1983 senesinde 6nce bir yilligina yasaklanmis, sonra da yasak
kalic1 hale getirilmistir.

Osmanh dénemi kayitlaria gore 1500-2000’i bulan yunus siiriileri kaln ag-
larla cevrilir, aglarin icerisinde kalan yunuslar tiifeklerle vurularak ya da kanca ve
bicaklarla oldiiriiliirmiis (Deveciyan 2006). Giiniimiizde her ne kadar balik¢ilar
yunus sayisinin ¢ok artmig oldugundan bahsediyor ve bazi balik¢ilarla akademis-
yenler avin yeniden agilmasini savunuyorsa da, bu kalabalikta yunus siiriilerinin
artik goriilmedigi bir gercektir.

Karadeniz kiyilarinda fok icin yaptigimiz ¢aligmalar sirasinda yash eski balik-
cilarin yunuslarn sevdiklerini gérmiis, eskiden onlar sebebiyle ve onlarla birlikte
balik tuttuklarina dair hikayelerini dinlemistik. Yunus avcilarina iyi gozle bakma-
yan bircok yagh balik¢iyla tanigmig ve hatta bu isi denemis ve sonrasinda pigman
olarak birakmis olanlara da rastlamigtik. “Disleri giimiisten olsun!” deyimini kendi
kulaklarimizla defalarca isitmistik. Ancak giiniimiizde yanhs balikcilik politikasi
nedeniyle azalan balik stoklari ve artan maliyetler yiiziinden deniz memelilerinin
hem takimlara verdikleri hasar, hem de tiikettikleri balik, balik¢ilarin goziine bat-
maya baglamistir. Bu olgu insan-deniz memelisi ¢atismasinin en temel nedenidir.
Barisin tekrar tesis edilmesi ise ancak ekosistem temelli balik¢ilik politikalarinin
uygulanmasi, av giiciiniin diisiiriilmesi ve balik¢ihgin siirdiiriilebilirlik ilkeleri
dogrultusunda yonetilmesiyle saglanabilir.

Karadeniz'de {i¢ yunus tiiriiniin yasadig1 bilinmektedir. Her iic tiir i¢in de en-
demik alt tiirler tespit edilmistir.

Tiirkce adx Bilimsel ad1

Mutur Phocoena phocoena ssp. relicta
Afala - Afalina Tursiops truncatus ssp. ponticus
Tirtak Delphinus delphis ssp. ponticus

Bu ti¢ yunus tiirii hakkinda Karadeniz'de kapsaml, yeterli bilimsel aragtirma-
larin ve izleme ¢alismalarinin oldugunu séylemek miimkiin degildir.
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i. Mutur:

Bilimsel ad1 ile Phocoena phocoena genelde kuzey kiirenin orta kusak ve soguk
okyanus sularinda yasamakta olan kiiciik bir yunus tiiriidiir. Akdeniz ve kollarin-
daki tek dagilimi Karadeniz ve Marmara Denizi'dir. Zaman zaman Kuzey Ege’de de
seyrek de olsa goriilmektedir. Akdeniz’in bagka hi¢bir yerinde yasamayan bu deniz
memelisi belki de Karadeniz'in uzak jeolojik ge¢cmisinden kalan bir tiirdiir. Yeryii-
ziindeki diger popiilasyonlar ile arasindaki izolasyonun beklenen bir sonucu ola-
rak Karadeniz ve Marmara'daki muturlar, 1905 yilinda belirlendigi iizere, Phocoena
phocoena relicta olarak adlandirnlmis olan bir alt tiir olusturur. IUCN kayitlarina
gore P. phocaena kiiresel olarak “diisiik riskli” olarak degerlendirilmis iken (Brau-
lik et al. 2020), P. phocaena spp. relicta alt tiirii “tehlikede” olarak simiflandirilmig
ve genel popiilasyon egiliminin de azalmakta oldugu belirtilmistir. En az 14 ayr
tiir balik yedigi belirlenmis ise de ana besinleri hamsi, ¢aca, mezgit ve kaya ba-
liklandir. Karadeniz'de muturlarin cogunun soguk mevsimlerde hamsi siiriilerini
izleyerek Giiney-dogu Karadeniz kiyilarinda toplandiklar belirlenmistir (Birkun
Jr. ve Frantzis. 2008).

ii. Afalina:

Bilimsel ad1 Tursiops truncatus olan bu tiir diinyanin tiim iliman ve tropik de-
nizlerinde goriilebilen oldukca yaygin bir deniz memelisidir. Hem kiiresel popii-
lasyon ve hem de Akdeniz alt popiilasyonu IUCN tarafindan “diisiik riskli” olarak
siiflandirlmigtir (Wells et al. 2019). Karadeniz'de ve Marmara'da yasayan popii-
lasyon Tursiops truncatus spp. Ponticus ad1 ile 1940 senesinde bir alt tiir olarak
tescil edilmig olup, IUCN tarafindan “tehlikede” olarak simiflandirlmistir. Bununla
birlikte popiilasyon trendinin artis yoniinde mi azalma yoniinde mi oldugu bi-
linmemektedir. Karadeniz'deki Afalinalar bentik ya da pelajik tiirlerden iri ya da
kiiciik degigik tiirde baliklar ile beslenmektedir. Mide iceriklerinde 16 ayr balik
tiirdi tespit edilmistir (Birkun 2012).

iii. Tirtak:

Tiirtin bilimsel ad1 Delphinus delphis'tir. Bu tiir de Afalina gibi diinya {izerinde
1liman ve tropik kusakta genis bir dagihima sahiptir. IUCN tiiriin kiiresel durumu-
nu “diigiik riskli” olarak siniflandirmigtir (Braulik ef al. 2021). Buna karsin, D. delp-
his Akdeniz alt popiilasyonu IUCN tarafindan “tehlikede” olarak siniflandirilmis
ve azalma trendinde oldugu belirtilmigtir (Bearzi 2003). Karadeniz'deki Tirtak
popiilasyonunun bir alt tiir olusturdugu 1935'de iddia edilmis ve bu konuda tar-
tismalar bulunmakta ise de giincel DNA analizleri de géz 6niinde bulundurularak
Karadeniz'deki popiilasyonu IUCN tarafindan Delphinus delphis spp. Ponticus ad1
ile bir alt tiir olarak kayda alinmigtir. IUCN bu alt tiirii “duyarli” olarak siniflandir-
mis olup popiilasyon trendinin belirsiz oldugunu belirtmektedir. Tirtaklar Kara-
deniz'de diger 2 yunus tiiriine gore daha acik sular tercih etmekte ve temel olarak
hamsi ve caca ile beslenmektedir (Birkun Jr. 2008).
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c. Karadeniz'de Su Samuru

Su samurlarinin Osmanli Devleti’nin son zamanlarinda Bogazici'nde yasadik-
lar, yahilarin kayikhanelerinde tiredikleri, tath su ve deniz samuru olarak iki tiirii
bulundugundan Deveciyan tarafindan bahsedilmistir (Deveciyan 2006). Litera-
tiirde buna ek olarak Akdeniz ve bagh havzalarinda bir denizel su samuru tiirii
olduguna dair bagkaca bir bilimsel yaym bulunmamaktadir. Havzada yasadig
bilinen tek su samuru tiirii bilimsel ad1 Lutra {utra olan Avrasya su samurudur.
Avrasya su samuru Asya ve Avrupa kitasinin bircok bolgesi ile, Kuzeybati Afrika,
Hong Kong, Endonezya gibi iilkelerde de yasamaktadir. Kiiresel durumu IUCN ta-
rafindan “tehdide agik” olarak simiflandirilmistir, alt tiir ve varyetesi ile ilgili bir
kayit bulunmamaktadir (Roos et al. 2021).

1990'l1 yillarda SAD olarak Karadeniz kiyilarinda yiiriittiigiimiiz calismalarda,
boyut olarak fok olamayacak kadar kiigiik bircok fok gorme istihbarat1 bize ulagi-
yordu. Bir zaman sonra bunlarin su samuru olduklarini anladik. Eregli civarindaki
arazi calismalarinda eskiden foklar tarafindan kullanildig: bilinen kiy1 magarala-
rinda samur izleri gordiigiimiiz oldu. Yash balik¢ilar hem su samurunu hem de
foku taniyor ve her ikisini de ayirt edebiliyordu. Ancak gencler foku zaten bilmi-
yor, su samurunu da yeni yeni gormeye bagladiklarindan fok zannediyorlardi.

Bu konuda detayl bir calisma yiiriitmedigimiz gibi daha sonraki yillarda Tiir-
kiye'de yapilmis bir calismaya da rastlamadik. Bununla birlikte su samurunun Ro-
manya kiyilarinda da goriildiigiine dair bir bilimsel yayn literatiirde mevcuttur
(Memedemin et al. 2017). Bu yayinda tiiriin Romanya kiyillarinda muhtemelen
gecmiste yagsamadigy, i¢ sulardaki popiilasyonunun artmasina bagh olarak kiyilara
ciktig1 savunulmaktadir.

Bizim intibamiz sudur ki; su samuru eskiden de hem Karadeniz kiyillarinda
hem de Bogazici ve Marmara kiyilarinda denizde beslenirmis. Zaman icerisinde,
muhtemelen kiirk avciliginin etkisi ile hemen tiim kiyilarda kaybolmus. Muhte-
melen Kastamonu sahilleri bu geri cekilmede bir istisna olarak kalmig. 1990’larda,
avcilik baskisinin yok olmasi ile tekrar kiyilarda yayilmaya baglamig oldugunu dii-
stiniiyoruz. Giiniimiizde hemen hemen tiim Karadeniz sahillerimiz ile Bogazi¢in-
de ve Marmara'nin bazi kiyilarinda, denizde beslenen su samuru popiilasyonlar
tekrar olusmusg goriiniiyor. Bu popiilasyonlar tamamen denize bagh bir yasam nu
stiriyorlar, yoksa denizi zaman zaman bir beslenme alani olarak mi1 kullaniyorlar
bunu bilmiyoruz. Ancak samurlar Karadeniz kiyilarinda bir ¢ok yerde kiyilarda-
ki dokiintii kayalar arasinda ya da mendirek dolgu taglan arasinda siirekli bari-
niyor gibi gortiniiyorlar. Tiir bilindigi kadan ile tathisuya bagh bir yasam siirdiir-
mekte, denizde beslense de zaman zaman tathisuya diizenli olarak girme ihtiyaci
duymaktadir. Tiirkiye'deki durum her yonti ile aragtirmaya muhtactir.
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Diger taraftan foklarla ilgili saha calismalarimizda Ege ve Akdeniz kiyillarimiz-
da bazi yerlerde de, Karadeniz'deki yogunlukta olmasa da, denizde beslenen su
samuru popiilasyonlari oldugunu 6grendik.

Karadeniz'de, diger kiyilarimizda foklarla olduguna benzer sekilde, su samuru
kiiciik balik¢ arasinda bir rekabet olustugunu balik¢ilarla olan goriismelerimiz-
de fark ettik. Samurlarin denizdeki uzatma aglarna tutulmus baliklan yedikleri,
bu sirada da takimlara fiziksel zarar verdiklerini diisiindiiren ifadeler dinledik. Bu
rekabetin tiiriin aleyhine bir durum olugturup olusturmadigy, bir catismaya donii-
slip doniismedigini bilmiyoruz.
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1. Introduction

The Black Sea has a special place in terms of aquatic mammals as well as its
general ecological characteristics. The Black Sea, at the present time, is connected
to other parts of the Mediterranean by a limited corridor through the straits and
the Sea of Marmara. In addition to these geological barriers, ecological barriers
such as the lower salinity of its waters compared to the Mediterranean Sea and the
impossibility of aerobic life below certain depths are among the factors that shape
the biological diversity of the Black Sea. It is known that in the geological past, it
was completely cut off from the Mediterranean from time to time, and became a
landlocked inland sea, a large lake. The most recent union occurred approximately
7500 years ago after the end of the last ice age (Dimitrov et al. 2005).

This partial and complete isolation of the Black Sea, which is current and
whose past extends a long time, has led to an endemism in marine mammals.

As aquatic mammals, it is known that there are three dolphin species, one
seal species and one otter species in the Black Sea fauna. All three dolphin species
are subspecies specific to the Black Sea and Marmara. The seal species, which is
known to have lived until very recently, is now extinct. It is not known whether
this seal species is a subspecies as in dolphins. It has been known since ancient
times that otters live on the coasts of the Black Sea and feed in the sea.

The seal has not been seen on the Black Sea coasts since the late 1990s. The
populations of dolphin species fell below their historical size due to legal hunting
that continued until 1983. Although the otter was extinct in many places on the
Turkish shores of the Black Sea until the 1990s, probably due to hunting, it is seen
that it has regained its former distribution, probably due to the removal of this
pressure today.

All these aquatic mammal species in the Black Sea are under protection
within the scope of national and international legislation.
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2. Aquatic Mammals of the Black Sea
a. Mediterranean Monk Seal in the Black Sea

It has been recorded in historical documents and modern scientific
publications that the Mediterranean monk seal (Monachus monachus) lives on
the coasts of the Black Sea. The historical distribution of the species on the Black
Sea coasts includes both the northern and southern shores. There are records that
tens of them lived on Cape Kaliakra in Bulgaria until the 1940s, they were seen on
the Snake Island of Ukraine and around the Danube Delta until the 1950s, and they
were last seen in Bulgaria in 1996 (Boev 2018). Although the scientifically known
existence of the species on the coasts of Turkey since 1964 (Mursaloglu 1964) came
until the late 1990s, no records have been obtained since 1998. According to the
latest reliable visual record obtained by the Underwater Research Society (SAD)
on the Black Sea coasts, it was stated that a Mediterranean seal was seen in Fatsa
in 1998 and was killed by being hit on the head with a shovel (Savas and Kirag
2002). Although there were dead and alive seal records in Bulgaria in the 1990s,
the last observation record of alive seal was dated 8 December 1996 (Boev 2018).
In this respect, it is thought that the existence of the species in the Black Sea is
extinct for now. Considering that the Black Sea is connected to the Mediterranean
Sea and its branches via the Marmara Sea and that seals still live in these seas, it is
possible for the species to re-enter the Black Sea if the conditions are suitable in
the future, albeit potentially with a remote possibility. However, it is unfortunately
not known whether the subspecies formation, which has been detected in all
dolphin species in the Black Sea, also occurs in the monk seal.

The reasons for the decrease and even extinction of the monk seal in the Black
Sea differ in some respects from the current and past threats on our Marmara,
Aegean and Mediterranean shores. According to the studies of SAD, the loss
of habitat among all our shores -except the coastal region where the Black Sea
coastal road passes- is at the lowest level compared to our other shores. The killing
of seals by fishers due to the damage they cause to the nets has attracted attention
as a threat on our Black Sea coasts as well as on our all-other coasts. Leaving these
aside, the fact that seals are hunted or caught alive for the supply of natural raw
materials, that is, they constitute a commercial commodity, is a threat that is valid
only in our Black Sea coasts in Turkey.

The history of commercial dolphin hunting in the Black Sea goes back
thousands of years (Tonay and Oztiirk 2012). In the Black Sea, dolphins have been
under heavy hunting pressure since at least 1870 (Smith 1982). Although dolphin
fishing in the Black Sea was banned by the former Iron Curtain countries in 1966,
this hunting continued legally on the shores of Turkey until the signing of the Bern
Convention by Turkey in 1983 (IWC 1984).
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According to the information we received from former dolphin hunters
during our field work as SAD, not only dolphins were hunted during this hunt, but
also seals when they came across. In fact, it has been stated that the opportunity
to hunt seals is not missed because more oil is obtained from seals than from
dolphins. Unfortunately, there is no record of the amount of seals hunted in this
way. The fat of the hunted seals was added to the dolphin oil, and their skins were
sold to the mountain villagers. It has been told by the villagers who used these
hides in the past, that because of the smell of seal skin, it was much cheaper but
much stronger than cowhide, that these skins were used in the manufacture of
sandals and ox harnesses in the villages.

Again, in the interviews made with the people in the coastal settlements, it
was learned that there were villagers who waited near the caves they knew and
shot seals for their skin needs.

Another specific threat to the seal population on the Black Sea shore is the
catch and sale of live seals. During this work performed by some fishers, especially
around Akcakoca, juvenile or very young seals were preferred for ease of catching.
Therefore, these animals were withdrawn from the ecosystem before they could
reproduce. Although live seal hunters are concentrated in Akgakoca, it is stated
that live seal hunting is carried out on the shores between igneada and Doganyurt.

The captured seals were sold alive to animal tents in traveling fairs, zoos, and
an exhibition that had existed for many years by the old Galata Bridge in Istanbul.
Since these seals do not have a long life in captivity, the order was renewed as the
existing one died, and new seals continued to be caught and sold. According to
the information obtained in the SAD studies, it was determined that this work was
carried out at least between 1948-1973 and the number of seals caught by only one
hunter reached 21. It has been declared that the total number of seals caught alive
is around 100 (Kirag and Savag 1996).

It is thought that these intense hunting and live captures are the main reasons
behind the fact that the seals have not reached today on our Black Sea shores.

It is a fact that in the Black Sea, different seal species, which are not found
naturally in the basin, are occasionally seen on the Turkish coasts. Photographs of
at least one pinnigrade from the Otaridae family in 1988 and 1989 reached us, and
then in our correspondence, we learned that 2 Northern fur seal and 2 Southern
fur seal escaped to the sea as a result of the damage caused by storm in the station
of aquatic mammals in Anapa, which belonged to the former Soviet Union (Kirag
and Savas 1996). There are few records of such seals from other species on other
shores of the Black Sea. As far as is known, these runaway seals did not reproduce,
and even their existence did not last for a long time.
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b. Dolphins of the Black Sea

In the Black Sea, dolphins have been under heavy hunting pressure since at
least 1870 (Smith 1982). The skins and oils of hunted dolphins were sold as natural
raw materials. It is known that their meat was used as fertilizer in the fields in some
regions. In the former Iron Curtain countries (Soviet Union, Romania, Bulgaria)
on the Black Sea coast, dolphin hunting was banned as early as 1966 (IWC 1984).
In Turkey, dolphin hunting was first banned for one year in 1983, after the signing
of the Bern Convention, and then the ban was made permanent.

According to the records of the Ottoman period, pod of dolphins of 1500-2000
were surrounded by thick nets, and the dolphins remaining in the nets were shot
with rifles or killed with hooks and knives (Deveciyan 2006). Although fishers talk
about the increase in the number of dolphins and some fishers and academics
advocate reopening the catch, it is a fact that pod of dolphins are no longer seen
in this crowd.

During our studies for seals on the coasts of the Black Sea, we saw old fishers’
love for dolphins and heard their stories about fishing because of and with them.
We met many old fishers who take a dim view to dolphin hunters, and we even
came across some who tried this job and then regretted it. We have heard the
phrase “Let his teeth be silver!” with our own ears many times. However, today,
due to the decreasing fish stocks due to the wrong fishing policy and increasing
costs, both the damage caused by the marine mammals to the tackles and the
fish they consume have begun to annoy the fishers. This phenomenon is the main
reason of human-marine mammal conflict. Restoring peace can only be achieved
by implementing ecosystem-based fishery policies, reducing fishing effort and
managing fishery in line with sustainability principles.

Itis known that three dolphin specieslive in the Black Sea. Endemic subspecies
are identified for all three species.

Turkish name Scientific name

Mutur Phocoena phocoena ssp. relicta
Afala - Afalina Tursiops truncatus ssp. ponticus
Tirtak Delphinus delphis ssp. ponticus

It is not possible to say that there are comprehensive and sufficient scientific
research and monitoring studies about these three dolphin species in the Black
Sea.
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i. Mutur:

With its scientific name, Phocoena phocoena is a small dolphin species that
generally lives in the middle zone and cold ocean waters of the northern globe. Its
only distribution in the Mediterranean and its branches is the Black Sea and the Sea
of Marmara. It is occasionally seen in the North Aegean, albeit rarely. This marine
mammal, which does not live anywhere else in the Mediterranean, is perhaps a
species from the distant geological past of the Black Sea. As an expected result of its
isolation from other populations on Earth, Muturs in the Black Sea and Marmara
form a subspecies named Phocoena phocoena relicta, as determined in 1905. While
P. phocaena is globally considered as “low risk” according to IUCN records (Braulik
et al. 2020), it is stated that the subspecies P. phocaena spp. relicta is classified as
“endangered” and the overall population trend is also declining. Although it has
been determined that it eats at least 14 different kinds of fish, its main food is
anchovy, sprat, haddock and rockfish. In the Black Sea, it was determined that most
of the muturs gather in the South-eastern Black Sea coasts following the anchovy
schools during the cold seasons (Birkun Jr. and Frantzis. 2008).

ii. Afalina:

This species, whose scientific name is Tursiops truncatus, is a very common
marine mammal that can be seen in all temperate and tropical seas of the world.
Both the global population and the Mediterranean subpopulation have been
classified as “low risk” by the IUCN (Wells et al. 2019). The population living in
the Black Sea and Marmara registered as a subspecies with the name of Tursiops
truncatus spp. Ponticus in 1940 and is classified as “endangered” by the TUCN.
However, it is not known whether the population trend is increasing or decreasing.
Afalinas in the Black Sea feed with large or small different kinds of fish from
benthic or pelagic species. 16 different fish species were detected in their stomach
contents (Birkun 2012).

iii. Tirtak

The scientific name of the species is Delphinus delphis. This species, like
Afalina, has a wide distribution in temperate and tropical zones around the world.
The TUCN has classified the global status of the species as “low risk” (Braulik et al.
2021). In contrast, the Mediterranean subpopulation of D. delphis was classified as
“endangered” by the IUCN and reported to be in a declining trend (Bearzi 2003).
It was claimed in 1935 that the Tirtak population in the Black Sea constituted a
subspecies and there is controversy on this subject, but considering the current
DNA analyzes, the population in the Black Sea was recorded as a subspecies with
the name of Delphinus delphis spp. Ponticus by the IUCN. The IUCN has classified
this subspecies as “vulnerable” and states that the population trend is uncertain.
Tirtaks prefer more open seas than the other 2 dolphin species in the Black Sea
and mainly feed on anchovies and sprats (Birkun Jr. 2008).
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c. Otter in the Black Sea

It was mentioned by Deveciyan that otters lived in the Bosphorus in the
last years of the Ottoman Empire, they bred in the boathouses of the mansions,
and that there were two types as freshwater and sea otters (Deveciyan 2006). In
addition to this, there is no other scientific publication in the literature stating
that there is a sea otter species in the Mediterranean and its basins. The only
known otter species living in the basin is the Eurasian otter, whose scientific name
is Lutra lutra. The Eurasian otter lives in many parts of Asia and Europe, as well as
in countries such as Northwest Africa, Hong Kong and Indonesia. Its global status
is classified as “near threatened” by the IUCN, with no record of its subspecies or
variety (Roos et al. 2021).

In the studies we carried out on the Black Sea coasts as SAD in the 1990s, we
received information about seeing many seals that were too small to be a seal.
After a while, we realized that they were otters. During the fieldworks around
Eregli, we saw traces of otters in the coastal caves known to have been used by
seals in the past. Older fishers knew both otter and seal and could distinguish
both. However, the youngsters didn't know about the seal anyway, and because
they were just starting to see the otter, they thought it was a seal.

As we did not carry out a detailed study on this subject, we could not find any
study conducted in Turkey in the following years. However, there is a scientific
publication in the literature that the otter is also seen on the Romanian coast
(Memedemin et al. 2017). In this publication, it is argued that the species probably
did not live on the Romanian coast in the past, but came to the ashore due to the
increase in its population in inland waters.

Our impression is that the otter used to feed in the sea both on the shores
of the Black Sea and on the shores of the Bosporus and Marmara. Over time, it
was lost on almost all shores, probably due to the effect of fur hunting. Probably
Kastamonu coasts remained an exception in this regression. We think it started
to spread on the shores again in the 1990s, with the disappearance of hunting
pressure. Today, sea otter populations seem to have reappeared on almost all of
our Black Sea coasts, as well as on the Bosporus and some shores of the Marmara
Sea. We do not know whether these populations lead a completely sea-dependent
life or if they occasionally use the sea as a feeding ground. However, in many
places on the Black Sea coast, otters seem to be constantly sheltering between the
rubble rocks on the shores or between the backfilling stones of breakwater. As far
as is known, the species lives a life dependent on fresh water, although it feeds in
the sea, it needs to enter fresh water regularly from time to time. The situation in
Turkey needs research in every aspect.
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On the other hand, in our field studies on seals, we learned that there are otter
populations in some places on the Aegean and Mediterranean shores, although
not as densely as in the Black Sea.

In our conversations with the fishers, we noticed that there is a rivalry between
otters and small fishers in the Black Sea, similar to seals on our other shores. We
heard statements suggesting that the otters ate fish caught in the trammel nets
in the sea, while causing physical damage to the fishing tackles. We do not know
whether this rivalry has created a situation against the species and whether it has
turned into a conflict or not.
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Kus Gozilyle Karadeniz

Sancar Baris

Karadeniz, Anadolu’nun ve Avrupanin en dogu kismi arasinda uzanan, batidan
doguya en genig noktasi 175 km, en derin noktasi 2212 m olan ve tek baglantisi
Istanbul Bogazi ve Marmara Denizi iizerinden Akdeniz olan bir i¢ denizdir. To-
plam 5800 km'lik kiy1 seridinin 1329 km'’si Tiirkiye'dedir. Kuzey kiyilarinda kiyidan
uzanimi 190 km'yi bulan kiy1 sahanligy, bizim kiyillarimizda ¢ok daha dar ve genel-
likle 20 km kadardir. Ozellikle bizim kiyilarimizda ve doguda kiyilara paralel yiik-
sek dag siralan ile ¢evrilidir ve bu nedenle de en dogudaki Kafkasya ve Tiirkiye'nin
Dogu Karadeniz kiyilan yiiksek miktarda yagig alirlar. Karadeniz'e Tuna, Don,
Dinyeper, Kuban, Coruh, Kizilrmak, Yesilirmak ve Sakarya gibi ¢ok sayida irmak
bosalir, buharlagsma diginda tek su cikisi Istanbul Bogazr'dir ve genellikle tuzlulugu
distiktiir. Yiizeyin 150-200 m altinda oksijen bulunmaz ve hidrojen siilfit bakimin-
dan zengindir.

Kuglar acisindan Karadeniz hem tehditler hem de firsatlar olusturan bir den-
izdir. Burada Karadeniz'i sadece deniz olarak degil, denizi sinirlayan sulak alanlar,
kumullar, kumsallar, falezler olarak da ele alacagiz. Tehditlerden bahsederken bir
cografi engel olarak gé¢cmen kuglar icin cografi yap1 ve meteorolojik olaylardan
kaynaklanan tehditler, insan etkinlikleri ve kirlenmeden kaynaklanan tehditler
sayilabilir. Firsatlar hanesinde ise Karadenizle iligkili deniz, sulak alanlar ve kiyisal
ekosistemlerin sagladig iireme, kiglama ve konaklama olanaklar sdylenmelidir.

Tehditler

Karadeniz'in kuzey-giiney dogrultusunda en dar yeri, Kirim'in en giiney noktasin-
dan Anadolu’ya dogru Google Earth iizerinden 6l¢iildiigiinde yaklagik 264 km'dir.
Denizde yiizebilen bir canl degilseniz bir defada asmak icin kisa sayilmayacak
bir mesafe; mevsimsel olarak iireme ve kislama alanlar arasinda gog etmesi ge-
reken kuslar acisindan, turnalar, yagmurcunlar, 6rdek ve kazlar gibi iri-orta boy
ve giiclii ucucular igin olmasa bile, 6zellikle kiiciik 6tiicii kuslar icin 6nemli bir
engel ve kugaklar boyunca bu engelin yilda iki defa asilmas gerekliligi kuslarin
evrimini, adaptasyonlarini, fizyolojileri dahil pek ¢ok ozelliklerini etkilemis ve
degistirmistir. Karadeniz elbette bu konuda yalmz degil, Dogu Avrupa gig rotasin-
da Sibirya'dan kalkip da Sahra alt1 Afrika’ya gidecek bir uzun mesafe gocmeninin
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yolunun iizerinde ashinda Karadeniz'in yani sira iki 6nemli engel daha var: Akden-
iz ve Sahra Colii. Her iiciinden gecebilmek i¢in sadece fizyolojik, anatomik degil
ayn1 zamanda davranigsal 6zelliklere de sahip olmak lazim. Ama teknik olarak go¢
eden bir kug goziiyle baktigimiz zaman Akdeniz ve Karadeniz, Sahra'dan bile kotii
bir engel, ciddi bir tehdit. Sahra'da yere konabilirsiniz ama bir kirlangi¢gsaniz Ka-
radeniz'de yere konamazsiniz, yani mutlaka bir sekilde kiyiya ulagsmaniz gerekir.
Bir diger 6nemli sey, Akdeniz ve Karadeniz'de kiyiya paralel dag siralarimin varhg;
Karadeniz 6zellikle dogusunda ve giineyinde kiyiya ¢ok yakin tepeler ve daglarla,
hizli yiikselen yamaglarla cevrili ve son derece dar bir sahil seridi vardir. Ozellikle
stiziilerek ugan kuslar icin bu dag siralarmm agsmak ¢ok biiyiik bir problemdir.
Ama dogrudan ucarak, tepelerin iizerinden gecebilen turnalar 6rdekler, kazlar,
kugular ve tabii ki Karadeniz'in meshur bildircinlan i¢in Karadeniz'in kendis-
ini asmanin zorlugu yetmezmis gibi, Karadeniz'in o meshur iklimi, firtialar,
yagist da isin icine giriyor. Ozellikle kotii havada, kuzeyden esen riizgar ve yagis
altinda Karadeniz kiyilarina kisa siirede ¢ok sayida bildircin indigi bilinir. Kiiciik
otiiciilerden bahsedecek olursak, 6rnegin Iskandinavya'da iireyen 14-15 gramlik bir
orman ¢ivgininin binlerce kilometreyi gegmesi gerekir. Yani Karadeniz'i gegecek,
Akdeniz'i gececek, Sahra Coliinii gececek ve bunu yilda iki defa yapacak. Bu ka-
dar uzun mesafe goc ettigi icin bizim daha kisa mesafe hareketleri yapan kendi
civginlarimiza gore daha uzun bir kuyrugu ve kanatlar vardir, bu sayede iyi bir
ucucudur. Gégmen kuslar bazen beslenemeden yapilmasi gereken uzun ucuslarin
enerji gereksinimini kargilamak icin bazi1 metabolik 6zellikler de gelistirmiglerdir.
Goc¢ eden kuslar, kiiciik otiiciiler, yagmurcunlar go¢ oncesi bir yeme makinasi-
na doniisiirler. Asir1 yeme donemi denen kisa siire icinde ¢ok fazla besini hizla
yaga doniistiiriirler. Uretilen yag cilt altinda, kaslarin cevresinde ve i¢ organlarin
etrafinda birikir ve ugus sirasinda enerji ve su ihtiyacim kargilar. Maalesef insanlar
bu asir1 yeme déneminden sonra kuslarin iyi yaglandigini, yagh olunca da lezzetli
oldugunu 6grendiler. Akdeniz bolgesi tarihinde 6kse ile yakalanan kiigiik kuslar
uzun zaman boyunca kiymetli bir besin olmugtur. Bu yag depolanmasi uzun me-
safe goclerinde ozellikle de tek ucusta asilmasi gereken cografi engelleri agsmak
icin kuglarin sahip oldugu evrimsel adaptasyonlardan bir tanesidir. Maalesef bi-
zim cografyamizin meteorolojik kosullar her zaman ¢ok yumusak degildir; bu
sene mayis aymdaki soguk ve yagish dénemde Kizilirmak deltasinda yiizlerce, bel-
ki de binlerce kirlangi¢c havada ugan bécek bulamadiklar icin telef oldu. Kuzeye
cikmaya cahisan kirlangiclar yeterli yag biriktiremediler, gerekli enerji rezervini
bulup Karadeniz'i gecemediler, daglarla Karadeniz arasinda sikisip hig¢ beslene-
meden kaldilar ve maalesef bir kismi 61dii.

Bir grup kusg da siiziilerek go¢ etmektedir. Kanatlari siirekli cirpmak ¢ok biiyiik
olan kartallar ve leylekler digerlerinin tam aksine bir ugurtma gibi termal ded-
igimiz hava akimlarnyla yerden yiikselerek, bir termalden digerine siiziilerek uc-
maktadir. Bu kuglar icin Karadeniz'den ge¢cmek, yani en az 250 kilometreyi agmak,
cok bityiik kuslar olmalarina ragmen, deniz iizerinde termal olugsmamasi nedeni-
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yle miimkiin degildir. Acik deniz {izerinden ucamadiklar i¢in bu sefer Karadeniz
cevresinden, o daracik sahil seritlerini takip ederek ucarlar. Batidan gelenler ise,
Istanbul Bogaz1 iizerinden Anadolu’ya girig yapar. Doguda kiyiya paralel daglar
Kafkaslar ve Rize Kackar serisi, pek ge¢it vermedigi i¢in bir tek Coruh Vadisinden
giris yapabilirler. Hopa ve Borcka iizerinden Anadolu’ya girdikten sonra, daha
giineye dogru devam edebilirler. Bu dar gecitlerden gecerken yiiksek konsantra-
syonlar s6z konusu olur. Vatandag bilimi yontemi ile kus gézlemcilerinin bireysel
gozlemlerinin iglenmesi ile elde edilmig E-bird veri tabani haritalarinda siiziilerek
kiyilar1 takip eden bu gécii gorebilmekteyiz. istanbul Bogazi'ndan 300 bin leylek,
25 bin ar1 sahini, 30 bin sahin, 20 bin kii¢iik orman kartal1 -neredeyse biitiin Avru-
pa'nin, Dogu Avrupa'nin kii¢iik orman kartallari- ge¢iyor. Coruh Vadisi'nde de son-
baharda biiyiik sayilar vardir. 100 binin iizerinde ar sahini ve 200 binin {izerinde
sahin gecisi sayilmigtir. Dar bogazlara zorlanmig kuslarin buralardan gecisi birey-
ler arasinda artmis rekabet ve tabii ki avcilik tehdit olugturmaktadir.

Son olarak Karadeniz'in ¢ok uzun siiredir yogun insan niifusu ve etkinlikleri
sonucunda ortaya ¢ikan asir1 kaynak kullanimi ve kirlenmenin de kuslar i¢in te-
hdit olusturdugunu eklemek gerekir. Hem Karadeniz'e dokiilen hemen hemen
tim 1rmaklarin, 6zellikle de Tuna’nin tiim yatagi boyunca yogun sanayi atiklari-
na maruz kaldigini, hem sulak sahalarin hem de Karadeniz'in sularindaki balik
stoklarinin yillardir agin tiiketildigini de vurgulamak gerekir.

Firsatlar

Karadeniz'e dokiilen ¢ok sayidaki akarsu ile olugan kiy1 sistemleriyle ve atmosferik
tozla birlikte taginan mineraller 6zellikle kiy1 sahanliklarinda hamsi, ¢aca, istavrit,
palamut gibi zengin pelajik balik siiriileri olusumu ile sonuclanan bir besin zin-
cirini destekliyor. Bu stoklar tizerinden yapilan balik¢ihik tiim Karadeniz halklan
icin ekonomik ve kiiltiirel agidan onemli oldugu kadar balikla beslenen kuslar,
mesela yelkovanlar icin de cok 6nemlidir. Ozellikle de daha biiyiik avci baliklarin
yiizeye dogru sikistirdig1 kiigiik balik siiriileriyle besleniyorlar. Istanbul Bogazi ve
Karadeniz arasinda siirekli bir yelkovan hareketi var, binler, on binler mertebe-
sinde gectigi tahmin ediliyor. Sadece yelkovanlar degil biitiin su kuslari, 6zellikle
dalarak balik avlayabilen karabataklar, bataganlar, sumrular, dalgiclar ve bazi
dalic1 ordekler ile bazi martilar i¢in ¢ok 6nemli bir kaynak ve bu besin kaynak-
larina yakin korunakh alanlar, kiyisal sulak alanlar, falezler ve nadir de olsa adalar
onemli iireme sahalarim olusturuyor. Kuzey'de Azak Denizi ve Kuzey Karaden-
iz sulak alanlar ile Tuna Deltasy, kirliligiyle 6nemli oldugu kadar bir sulak alani
olarak da ¢ok 6nemli bir alandir. Bu alanlar dogrudan Karadeniz kiyisinda iireyen
ve sulak sahalar bir tarafa birakirsak; falezler ve adalarda iireyen iki tane 6nemli
tiir var, karabatak ve tepeli karabatak; Karadeniz ulusal diizeyde énem tagiyan
tireme alanlarindandir. Tepeli karabatak ¢ok bir enteresan bir kus; ¢ok erken
tirityor, kig sayimlar1 yapilirken ve 6rdekler daha es se¢cmeye calisirken, tepeli
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karabataklar esleriyle birlikte coktan kuluckaya yatmis oluyorlar ve bu yiizden bi-
zim sayimlarimizda pek goziikmiiyorlar. Karabatak illa kiyilara, tuzlu suya bagimh
degil tath suda da tireyebilir ama gene de Karadeniz kiyisinda iireyen karabatak
popiilasyonu agisindan énemli yerilerimizden bir tanesidir.

Karadeniz kuslar icin, 6zellikle de su kuglan i¢in kiglama alani olarak ¢ok
kiymetli, énemli bir bolge. Ondokuz Mayis Universitesi Ornitoloji Arastirma
Merkezi tarafindan koordine edilen Sinop-Sarp arasi kig ortas: sayimlarinda, 2021
Aralhiginda 235 bin kug sayilmig, bunun 9o bini sadece kiyilarda, geri kalani kiyisal
sulak sahalarda tespit edilmistir. Sulak sahalarda sayilan 145 bin kusun 141 bini
de Kizilirmak Deltas'nda sayilmigtir. Sinop’un batisini ulagim sorunlari nedeni ile
diizenli sayamadigimiz icin ¢ok iyi bilemiyoruz. Bu sayimlarda 109 kus tiirii sap-
tanmus, 28 tiir yagmurcun, bu yagmurcunun bir kismu tabi kiyisal sulak alanlarda,
18 tiir marti, sumru ve korsan marti, 7 tiir batagan ve dalgic goriilmustiir. 1 tiir
balikeil ve leylek; kig orta sayimlarinda ise kara leylek ve leylek bile goriilmiigtiir
Ciinkii iklim degisikligiyle bazi bireyler go¢ etmeme stratejisini denemektedirler.
26 tiir ordek, kaz ve kugu tespit edilmistir. Turnalar ve ek olarak yelveler, 6 tiir ve 4
tiir de giindiiz yirticist sayilmugtir. Tiirkiye'de kiglayan dalgiclarin 6nemli bir kismu
Samsun ve dogusunda, 4 binden fazla sayilmigti. Muhtemelen 15-20 bin dalgic
surf bu bolgede kighiyor olabilir. Giimiis marti 10 binlerce, karabag marti 10 bin-
lerce, 10 binin tizerinde bahri, 500 de yelkovan tespit edilmistir. Giimiis martiya
bir parantez agmak lazim; buradaki diger kuslardan farkli olarak insan ¢opiiyle,
artifiyla ve son 10 yildir da kedi mamasiyla beslenen bir canli oldugu i¢in bun-
larin var oluguna Karadenizliler firsat sagliyor demek lazim, Karadeniz'den ziyade.
Diger kus tiirleri dogrudan Karadeniz'in 1lik, donmayan, besin zengini ve nispeten
korunakl kiyilan ve sulak sahalari sayesinde kig1 burada gegiriyorlar. Karadeniz'in
mesela ordekler agisindan goyle bir 6zelligi var: Ordeklerin biyolojisinde ézellikle
yiizeyden beslenen ordeklerde, eslestikten ve disi kuluckaya yattiktan sonra
erkekler hizla tiiy degistiriyor. Ciinkii parlak gosterigli elbiseler bir yandan da
onlar hedef haline getiriyor ve hizla tiiy degistirmek icin giivenli yerlerde biiyiik
stiriiler olusturuyor. Azak Deniz'i mesela 6nemli tity degistirme merkezlerinden
biri, Kizilirmak Deltasi da oyle. Tity degistirirken 6rdeklerde baz: tiirler 6zellikle
biitiin ucus tiiylerini bir anda dokerler ve ugamadiklar ya da iyi ugamadiklar bir
donem olur ve bu yiizden de gercekten tehditin onlara ulagamayacag yerlere ih-
tiyaclar vardir. Tity degigimleri ayni zamanda ¢ok enerji gerektiren bir siirec; hem
iyi besleniyor olmak lazim, hem de tehditlerden korunmak. Karadeniz'in de 6yle
bir 6zelligi de var. Deltalarda 10 binlerce yesilbag 6rdek, camurcun, ayrica yine 10
binlerce sakarmeke Kizilirmak deltasinda 6zellikle saptanan tiirlerdendir.

Karadeniz'in kiyisal alanlarinin ayrica, go¢ sirasinda ¢ok sayida su kusu, yirtica
kus ve kiiciik 6tiicti kusun sonbaharda Karadeniz'i gectikten sonra, ya da ilkbaharda
gecmeden hemen dnce mola verip gog icin gerekli ikmali yaptiklar yer olarak da
onem tasidigini ve ¢ok zengin birer sulak saha ekosisteminde pelikanlardan kugu-
lara kadar zengin bir tireyen kus cesitliligi barimdirdigini da vurgulamak gerekir.
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The Black Sea is an inland sea that lies between Anatolia and the easternmost part
of Europe, whose widest point from west to east is 1175 km and whose deepest
point is 2212 m, and whose only connection is the Mediterranean Sea across the
Bosphorus and Marmara Sea. 1329 km of the total 5800 km of its coastline is in
Turkey. While its coastal shelf extends from the coast up to 190 km on the northern
shores, it is much narrower and usually about 20 km on our shores. It is, especially
on our coasts and in the east, surrounded by high mountain ranges parallel to the
coasts, and thus the easternmost coasts of Caucasus and Turkey’s Eastern Black
Sea coasts receive high amounts of rainfall. Numerous rivers such as the Danube,
Don, Dnieper, Kuban, Coruh, Kizilirmak, Yesilirmak and Sakarya flow to the Black
Sea, apart from evaporation, the only water outlet is Bosphorus, and its salinity is
generally low. There is no oxygen 150-200 meters below its surface and it is rich in
hydrogen sulfide.

The Black Sea is a sea that poses both threats and opportunities for birds. Here,
we will address the Black Sea not only as a sea, but also as wetlands, sand dunes,
beaches and cliffs that demarcates the sea. When referring to threats, threats asso-
ciated with topography and meteorological events as a geographical challenge for
migratory birds, and threats from human activities and pollution can be counted.
As for the opportunities; reproduction, wintering and accommodation opportuni-
ties provided by the sea, wetlands and coastal ecosystems of the Black Sea could
be mentioned.

Threats

The narrowest point of the Black Sea in the north-south direction is approximately
264 km when measured on Google Earth from the southernmost point of Crimea
to Anatolia. If you are not a creature that can float in the sea, it is not a short
distance to cross at once; If not for large-medium sized and strong flyers such as
cranes, plovers, ducks and geese, it is an important obstacle for birds that must mi-
grate seasonally between breeding and wintering areas, especially for small pas-
seriformes, and for generations the necessity of overcoming this obstacle twice a
year has affected and changed many characteristics of birds, including evolution,
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adaptation and physiology. Sure the Black Sea is not the only one; in the Eastern
European migration route, a long-distance migrant from Siberia to sub-Saharan
Africa actually has two more important obstacles besides the Black Sea: the Med-
iterranean Sea and the Sahara Desert. In order to pass all three, it is necessary to
have not only certain physiological and anatomical but also behavioral character-
istics. However when we look at from a migratory bird’s eye, technically the Medi-
terranean and Black Sea are a worse obstacle and a serious threat than the Sahara.
You can land on the Sahara; but if you are a swallow, you cannot land on the Black
Sea, so you definitely have to reach the shore somehow. Yet another important
thing is the mountain ranges parallel to the coast in the Mediterranean and Black
Seas; in the Black Sea, especially in its east and south, there is an extremely narrow
coastline surrounded by hills and mountains very close to the coast, and fast-ris-
ing slopes. Particularly for gliding birds, crossing these mountain ranges is a quite
huge problem. But for cranes, ducks, geese, swans and of course the famous quails
of the Black Sea, which can pass over the hills by flying directly, as if the difficulty
of overpassing the Black Sea itself is not enough, the Black Sea’s famous climate,
storms and precipitation are get involved. Especially in bad weather, under the
wind and rain from the north, it is known that a large number of quails land on
the Black Sea coasts in a short time. If we talk about small passerines, for example,
a 14-15 gram wood warbler that breeding in Scandinavia must travel thousands
of kilometers. Namely, it will cross the Black Sea, cross the Mediterranean, cross
the Sahara Desert and do this twice a year. Compared to our own wood warblers
that do shorter distance moves, this bird has a longer tail and wings since it mi-
grates such a long distance and that makes it a good flyer. Migratory birds have
also developed some metabolic characteristics to meet the energy needs of long
flights that sometimes must be done without being able to eat. Migrating birds,
small wood warblers and plovers turn into eating machines before migration.
They quickly convert a lot of nutrition into fat in a short period called overeating.
Produced fat accumulates under the skin, around the muscles and around the in-
ternal organs and meets the energy and water needs during flight. Unfortunately,
people learned that birds are fattened after this period of overeating, and when
they are fattened, they are delicious. Small birds caught with lime had long been
a precious nutrition in the history of the Mediterranean region. This fat storage is
one of the evolutionary adaptations that birds have during long-distance migra-
tions, especially to overcome the geographical obstacles that must be overcome in
a single flight. Unfortunately, the meteorological conditions of our geography are
not always that mild; during the cold and rainy period in May this year, hundreds,
or maybe thousands of swallows perished in the Kizilirmak delta because they
could not find flying insects. Swallows trying to go north could not deposit enough
fat, they could not find the necessary energy reserve to cross the Black Sea, they
were stuck between the mountains and the Black Sea without eating, and unfor-
tunately some of them died.
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A group of birds migrate by gliding. Unlike the others that constantly flap their
wings, very large eagles and storks fly like a kite, rise from the ground with air
currents called thermal and glide from one thermal to another. Although they are
very large birds, for them it is not possible to cross the Black Sea, which means to
cover at least 250 kilometers, because of the lack of of thermal formation on the
sea. Since they cannot fly through the open sea, they fly around the Black Sea, fol-
lowing its narrow coastlines. Those coming from the west enter Anatolia through
Bosphorus. Since mountains parallel to the coast in the east, the Caucasus and
Rize Kackar series, are not that passable, they can only enter through Coruh Val-
ley. After entering Anatolia through Hopa and Borcka, they can continue further
in the south direction. They reach high concentrations in number when crossing
through these narrow passages. In the E-bird database maps, obtained by the cit-
izen science method and the processing of individual observations of bird watch-
ers, we can see this migration that glides following along the coasts. 300 thousand
storks, 25 thousand honey buzzards, 30 thousand hawks and 20 thousand lesser
spotted eagles -lesser spotted eagles of almost all of the Europe, Eastern Europe-
pass through the Bosphorus. There are also large numbers seen in Coruh Valley
in autumn. Passing of over 100 thousand honey buzzards and over 200 thousand
hawks was counted. The passing of the birds that forced into bottlenecks, in-
creased competition among people and of course hunting pose a threat.

Lastly, it should be added that excessive resource use and pollution, which
emerged as a result of dense human population and human activities in the Black
Sea for a very long time, pose a threat to birds. It should also be emphasized that
almost all the rivers flowing into the Black Sea, especially along the entire bed of
the Danube, are exposed to intense industrial wastes, and both the wetlands and
the fish stocks in the waters of the Black Sea have been over-consumed for years.

Opportunities

Minerals that carried by coastal systems created by numerous streams pouring
into the Black Sea, and with atmospheric dust support a food chain that results
in the formation of rich pelagic fish shoals such as anchovy, sprat, horse mack-
erel and medregal, especially on the coastal shelves. Fishing carried out on these
stocks is not only economically and culturally important for all Black Sea peoples,
but also very important for birds feeding on fish like shearwaters. They feed es-
pecially on shoals of small fish whom larger predator fish compress to the water
surface. There is a constant movement of shearwater between the Bosphorus and
the Black Sea. It is estimated that order of thousands, even ten thousands shear-
water pass. It is a very important source not only for shearwaters but all waterfowl,
especially for the ones that can fish by diving like cormorants, grebes, terns, divers,
some diver ducks and some gulls, and sheltered areas close to these food sourc-
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es, coastal wetlands, cliffs and, although rarely, islands are important breeding
grounds. Sea of Azov and the wetlands of Northern Black Sea in the north and the
Danube Delta are not only very crucial for its pollution, but also as a wetland area.
If we leave aside the wetlands that develop directly on the Black Sea coast from
these areas, there are two important species that breed on the cliffs and islands:
the cormorant and the crested cormorant.The Black Sea is one of their breeding
areas of national importance. The Crested Cormorant is a very interesting bird; it
breeds very early; while winter inventories are taken and ducks are still trying to
choose mates, crested cormorants are already incubating with their mates, so they
don’t included much in our inventories. Cormorant is not necessarily dependent
on coasts and saltwater, it can also breed in freshwater, and nevertheless it is one
of our important areas for the cormorant population breeding on the Black Sea
coast.

The Black Sea is a very valuable and important region as a wintering area
for birds, especially for waterfowls. In the mid-winter census between Sinop and
Sarp coordinated by the Ondokuz Mayis University Ornithology Research Cen-
ter, 235 thousand birds were counted in December 2021, of which go thousand
were reported only on the coasts, the rest in coastal wetlands. 141 thousand of the
145 thousand birds counted in the wetlands were in the Kizilirmak Delta. Since
we cannot count the west of Sinop regularly due to transportation problems, we
do not know it very well. 109 bird species were identified in these censuses; 28
species of plovers (some of these plovers are of course in coastal wetlands), 18
species of gulls, terns and skuas, 7 species of grebe and divers were observed. 11
species of herons and storks, and in the winter mid-censuses even black storks
and storks were observed because some individuals are trying the strategy of not
migrating due to climate change. 26 species of ducks, geese and swans were iden-
tified. 6 species of cranes and in addition snipes and 4 species of accipitriformes
were counted. A significant part of the divers that winter in Turkey were counted
more than 4 thousand in Samsun and its east. In this region alone, probably 15-
20 thousand divers may be wintering. Tens of thousands of silver gulls, tens of
thousands of black-headed gulls, over 10 thousand cargoose, and 500 shearwater
were identified. Here we need to open a paranthesis for silver gull: Unlike other
birds here, as it is a living that feeds on human litter, waste and for the last 10 years
cat food, we can say that rather than Black Sea, people of Black Sea provide an
opportunity for their existence. Other bird species directly spend the winter here
thanks to the Black Sea’s mild, non-freezing, nutrient-rich and relatively sheltered
coasts and wetlands. The Black Sea, for example for ducks, has this characteristic:
In the biology of ducks, especially in surface-feeding ducks, males quickly molt
after copulating and the incubation of the female. Because bright fancy dresses
make them also target, and thus they form crowded flocks in safe places to molt
quickly. The Sea of Azov, for instance, is one of the important molting centers,
so is the Kizilirmak Delta. Some species of ducks shed especially all their flight
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feathers at once when moulting and there is a period when they cannot fly or fly
well and thus they really need places where the threat can’t reach them. Molting is
also a process that requires a lot of energy: they need to be both well fed and to be
protected from threats. The Black Sea has a charasterictic to provide both of them.
Tens of thousands of mallard, teal, and again tens of thousands of coot are of the
species particularly identified in the Kizihrmak delta.

It should be emphasized that the coastal areas of the Black Sea are also im-
portant as places where during migration large numbers of waterfowl, raptor and
small passerine stop and resupply for migration after crossing the Black Sea in
autumn or just before they cross in the spring, and that contain a rich diversity of
breeding birds from pelicans to swans in a very rich wetland ecosystem.
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Derinlesen iklim Krizi ve Acil Eylem!
Umit Sahin

Karadeniz ile ilgili bir toplantida derinlesen iklim krizi ve acil eylem konusunda
konusmak icin baglarken 6ncelikle yapacagim konusmanin kiiresel diizeyde iklim
krizinden bahseden bir konusma olacagini soylemem gerekir. Kiiresel iklim krizi-
nin diinyanin her bélgesine oldugu gibi Karadeniz'e de var kugkusuz etkileri vardir.
Ayrica Kiiresel bir sorundan bahsettigimizi ve sorunun tek degilse de %8o'den faz-
la nedeni olan fosil yakitlarinin en basta anilmasi gerektigini eklemem gerekiyor.
Yani iklim degisikliginden bahsederken fosil yakitlar1 anmadan ya da fosil yakitla-
ra yani komiire, petrole ve dogal gaza karsi verilen miicadeleye referans vermeden,
iklim krizinden bahsetmek dogru degildir. Zira iklim krizinden bahsederken fosil
yakitlarin yarattig1 bir sorundan bahsediyor ve iklim kriziyle miicadeleden bahse-
derken de fosil yakitlardan nasil kurtulacagimizi tartigiyoruz.

Neden iklim krizi diyoruz? Hem de birkag senedir krizden daha da fazla s6z
etmeye basladik ve bu kriz neden derinlesiyor? Beysun Gokgin'in iki yildir yaklasik
her konusmada kullanmaya calistigim bu ¢izimiyle bashyorum.
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Kiiresel bir meseleden ve fosil yakitlardan bahsetmekte oldugumuzu belirt-
mistim. Belki {iciincii olarak da insanlarin yaptig1 bir seyden bahsediyor oldugu-
muzu eklemek gerekir.. Yani dogal bir siirecten, kendi kendine degisen bir iklim-
den bahsetmiyoruz. Beysun Gokgin de iste burada, Avusturalya’daki yanginlarda
niifusunun neredeyse {icte biri ortadan kalkan koalalar1 parmagini bize yoneltmis
sekilde gosteriyor: Yapan biziz! Bunu net olarak bilmeliyiz. ikincisi, 15 yaginda tek
basina okul grev eylemlerini baglatan iklim aktivisti, Greta Thunberg'in, ki su anda
19 yagina geldi, soyledigi bir seyi de unutmamak gerekiyor. Biz yetiskinler olarak
genelde gelecege umutla bakmaya caligiyoruz. Genglere de umut vermeye caligi-
yoruz. Greta ise 2019'da diinyanin en zenginlerinin karsisinda yaptigi1 konugsmada
sOyle demisti: “Sizin umudunuzu da bana umut vermenizi de istemiyorum, ben
sizin panige kapilmaniz istiyorum. Ciinkii evimiz yaniyor.” Biz panige kapilma-
mak i¢in elimizden geleni yapan ve hayatimizi bugiin nasil yasiyorsak miimkiin
oldugu kadar oyle siirdiirmeye caligan bir topluluk oldugumuz i¢in, genelde ken-
dimizi kandirtyoruz. Iste iklim krizinin derinlesmesinden bahsetmemizin nedeni
de kendimizi neden kandirmamamiz gerektigini anlatmak. O yiizden birka¢ mo-
ral bozucu bilgiyle baslayacagim.

Konusmama neden derinlesen iklim krizi diye baglik koydum? Bugiinkii ve-
riye gore atmosferdeki karbondioksit konsantrasyonu milyonda pargacik olarak
421 ppm'i gegmis durumdadir. 2022'nin de rekoru bu olacak muhtemelen, ciinkii
biliyorsunuz atmosferdeki karbondioksit miktar1 mayis sonu haziran basi gibi en
yiiksek seviyeye cikar. Bu sene 421'i gectigimizi gordiik. Kotii bir riiya gibi. Bundan
20 sene Once bu sayilar1 gorecegimizi hayal edemezdik. Muhtemelen 10-12 sene
sonra 450'yi de gorecegiz ve bunun gercek bir kabus oldugunu unutmamak lazim.
Niye oyle? Ciinkii sanayi devriminden sonra nasil hizla arttigin1 gorityorsunuz,
270’lerden 280’lerden buraya geldik. Ve 800 bin yildir, hatta 2 milyon yila kadar
cikartabilirsiniz bunu, atmosferdeki karbondioksit diizeyi hi¢bir zaman 300"t gec-
memisti. Yani karbondioksiti insanlik tarihi boyunca goriilmemis bir diizeye, tek
basina insanlik olarak ¢ikartmig durumdayiz. Bu da sicakliklari su anda sanayi 6n-
cesi normale gore 1 derecenin tistiine ¢ikardi. 2020 yilinda ve 2016'da sanayi 6ncesi
doneme kiyasla 1,25 derecelik 1sinmay1 gordiik. En sicak yil, ikisi de esit olsa da,
2016, sonra 2020 oldu,. Sonra 2019, 2017, 2015, 2021, 2018, 2014, 2010, 2013. Gordigii-
niiz gibi en sicak 10 yilin hepsi 2010'dan sonra yagsanmis durumdadir. Dolayisiyla
artik her sene daha sicak bir sene oluyor. O eski inig ¢ikiglar biiyiik 6lciide ortadan
kalkts, artik jet hiziyla 1sinan bir gezegendeyiz. Warming Stripes denen bence mii-
kemmel bir grafik anlatim da 1850’lerden itibaren eskiden sicakligin nasil dalga-
landigini, sonra nasil dalgalanmay: birakip hizli bir sekilde 1sindigini ve bugiinkii
1,25 dereceye kadar geldigimizi gosteriyor.

Tabii biitiin diinyada esit bir 1sinma yok. Geldigimiz noktada son 10 y1l ortala-
masi sanayi 6ncesi doneme gore 1,1 derece daha sicak ve eger insan etkisi olmasay-
d1 bu sicaklik artis1 da olmayacakti. Yani modeller bize net olarak insanlarin fosil
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yakitlar1 yakmadig1 bir durumda diinya ikliminin son 100-150 yilda degismeyece-
gini gosteriyor. Demek ki dogal olan herhangi bir sey yok, ama insanlar maalesef
hala kendini kandirmaya devam ediyorlar.

Peki nereye gidiyoruz? Oldukca hizli bir sekilde 1,5 dereceye dogru gidiyoruz.
1,5 derece sicaklik artis1 bildiginiz gibi Paris Antlasmasi'ndaki sinirdir. Paris Ant-
lagsmasi’nda diinyanin biitiin iilkeleri 1,5 dereceyi gecmeme konusunda anlastilar,
ama geciyoruz. 2030’larn ilk yarisinda 1,5 dereceyi gorecegiz. Ashinda iyimser bile
olabilirim, daha 6nce bile gecebiliriz. Elimizde 5 tane farkli senaryo var ve biitiin
emisyonlar1 2050'ye kadar sifirladigimiz en iyi senaryoda bile 1,5 dereceyi goriiyo-
ruz. En kotii senaryoda ise 4,5 dereceye dogru gidiyoruz. Gordiigiiniiz gibi en iyi
senaryoyu basarabilirsek 1,5 hatta 1,6 dereceyi goriiyoruz ama sonra yiizyil sonun-
dan dnce diinya biraz serinlemeye baglyor. Bunun olma ihtimali var mu diye sora-
cak olursaniz, bugiinkii gidisat maalesef olmadigini gosteriyor. Yani bu senaryoya
dogru gitme ihtimalimiz su anda yok, bunun olmasi icin ¢ok biiyiik bir devrim
olmasti lazim. Diinyanin su anki gidisat1 sdyle: Paris Antlasmasi'na iilkelerin verdi-
gi biitiin taahhiitler gergeklesir ve enerji doniisiimii bugiinkii gibi siirerse diinya 3
derece civarinda 1siniyor. Iyi haber, hi¢bir sey yapmasaydik 4,5 derece 1smacakti.
Tabii 3 dereceyle 4,5 derece arasinda cok biiyiik bir fark oldugu séylenebilir ama
normalden 3 derece sicak diinya bizim icin yasanabilir bir diinya midir? Bence
yasanabilir bir diinya olmayacak o. Diinyanin az sayida yerlerinde belki. Ama bu-
giinkii gibi gidersek yaklagik olarak 6niimiizdeki 50 yilin 60 yilin gelecek senar-
yosunda diinyanin biiyiik bir kismi yasamanin imkansiz ya da ¢ok zor oldugu bir
cografyaya doniisecek. Tabii soyle bir sey de var, bugiin Ukrayna Savas: fosil yakit
fiyatlarindaki artis tekrar iklim krizini giindemden diigiirdii. Yine iklim krizini dii-
slinmek bize yani diinyadaki insanlarin biiyiik bir gogunluguna liiks gelmeye bas-
lad1. Bu da benim bir sonraki noktam olacak.
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Iklim degisikligindeki bu hizh artigin ve etkilerin hizlanmasinin sonucunda
krizin derinlesmesinin temel nedeni bizim kayitsizhigimizdaki artig ashinda. Ka-
yitsizligin biiyiik bir hizla arttigini, herkesin kendi kiiciik cercevesi igerisinde dii-
siinmeye calistigini goriiyoruz. Boyle bir durumda diinya hizh bir sekilde 2,5 ve 3
derece 1stnmaya dogru gidiyor ve burada sadece 6niimiizdeki 50 yildan bahsediyo-
ruz. Yani gen¢ arkadaglarimiz, bunun biiyiik bir kismimn gorecektir. Peki boyle bir
diinya niye bu kadar problemli? insanlk tarihi boyunca, yani 100 bin yilhk Homo
sapiens tarihinde, son 10-12 bin y1l hari¢ olmak tizere, sicakligin ne kadar degisken,
ne kadar istikrarsiz oldugunu biliyoruz.. Son buzul ¢ag: bittikten sonraki, son 12
bin y1l asag1 yukar1 Gébeklitepe'nin, yani tarim topluluklarinin baglamasindan
sonraki donemdir. Birdenbire miithis bir iklim istikrar1 bashyor. Mevsimler belli,
ne ne zaman yetigir belli, iirinler belli, denizdeki balik belli. Her seyin belli oldugu
bir dénemde biz bu uygarligi kurmusuz. ygarhk iyidir kétiidiir ayn bir tartismadir
ancak uygarlik boyle bir iklim istikrarinda miimkiin olmus. Su anda bundan 2,
hatta 3 derece daha sicak ve istikrarsiz, iistelik sicak tarafta istikrarsiz bir iklimde,
mevcut yasam bicimimizi, mevcut uygarhigimizi siirdiirmemizi beklemek hayal
olacaktir. Kuzey kutbundaki deniz buzulu hizh bir sekilde eriyor. Deniz seviyeleri
yiikseliyor. Biitiin Gronland ve Antartika erirse deniz seviyeleri 70 metre yiikse-
lecek. Karadeniz kiyilar da sular altinda kalacak. iklim krizinin derinlesmesinin
nedenlerinden bir digeri de etkilerin giderek artmasi. Kanada'da bile 50 dereceyi
gordiik gecen sene. Cok ciddi sicak dalgalari, ¢cok ciddi orman yanginlar oluyor.
Avustralya'da 2020'de yasanan biiyiik orman yangini gibi ve bunlar artik Tiirkiye'de
de yasaniyor. Gegen sene Tiirkiye'de Akdeniz ve Ege'de iki haftada 100 bin hektar
alan yandi. Bu tamamen iklim krizine bagli bir mega orman yanginiyd. Kasirgalar
da giderek artiyor. Ayn1 anda okyanusta 4 kasirganin birden goriildiigii bir donem
yasandi 2020’de mesela. Akdeniz'de bile kasirgalar goriilmeye basladi. Hatta gecen
sene Bozkurt Kastamonu Bartin tarafinda sel yasandiktan hemen sonra Karade-
niz'de, hemen dagilan, bir kasirga olusumu gozlendi. Yani artik Karadeniz'de bile
kasirga olusumu bekleniyor. Peki neden bu kadar biiyiik bir sel felaketi yasaniyor?
Ciinkii Karadeniz'in suyu ¢ok sicak. Cok fazla enerji birikimi,cok fazla buharlasma
oluyor, 1sman atmosfer daha fazla nem tutuyor ve bu ¢ok daha siddetli yagislara
neden oluyor. Daha iki sene éncesinde Giresun'da da biiyiik bir sel felaketi yaga-
dik. Ondan 6nce Hopa'da, Samsun'da yagadik. Gegen sene Bozkurt'ta belki de Tiir-
kiye'de Karadeniz'de yasanmis en biiyiik sel felaketlerinden biri yasandi. O sirada
Karadeniz'in suyu ¢ok sicakti. Bugiin de merak ettim Karadeniz suyu normale
gore sicak m1 acaba diye. Climate Reanalyzer'den giinliik olarak sicaklik anomalisi
haritasim gorebilirsiniz. Bakin su anda, 4 Haziran'da, Tiirkiye normalden epeyi
sicak bir giin yastyor. Buradaki normal 19. yy’a gore degil, 1979-2000 ortalamasidir.
20. yy'1n son 20 yilimi normal kabul ederseniz bile su anda Tiirkiye ve Avrupanin
biiyiik bir boliimii ¢ok sicak. Peki denizler ne durumda? Karadeniz'e bakin, Ak-
deniz ve Ege de agag1 yukari 6yle, normalden ¢ok sicak su anda. Zaten genellikle
deniz suyu sicakliklar kara sicakliklarindan daha az degiskendir. Daha istikrarh

295



296

Karadan Ote: Deniz Olarak Karadeniz’e Bakmak

seyreder. Karadeniz'de olanlar, Karadeniz suyunun ne kadar sicak oldugunu ken-
dileri de deneyimliyorlardir. Ben de Bati1 Karadenizliyim, gecen sene Bozkurt se-
linden hemen 6nce bizim aileden o sirada orada olan insanlar deniz Akdeniz gibi,
cok sicak, cok giizel denize giriliyor demislerdi. Iste o cok giizel sicaklar Bozkurt
selini getirdi. Tabi bu asin sicaklarin Tiirkiye'ye en biiyiik yansimalarindan bir ta-
nesi de kurakliktir. Bu sene birazcik azalmig durumda ama 2020-2021de ¢ok ciddi
bir kuraklik yasadik. Sonug olarak biitiin bu derinlegen iklim krizi tablosu bize acil
eylem ihtiyacini getiriyor. Yani ¢ok az bir zamanmmiz kaldigini gosteriyor. Sicaklik
artigin1 gercekten 1,5 derecede tutmak istiyorsak IPCC'nin, biitiin bilim insanlar-
nin iizerinde birlestigi, hatta hiikiimetlerin de altlarina imza attig1 kosul su: Eger
kiiresel emisyonlar1 2030'a kadar yariya indirip 2050'de sifirlamazsak sicaklik ar-
tisini 1,5 derecede tutamiyoruz. Hadi 15 dereceden vazgectik 2 derecede tutahm
diyebilirsiniz. O zaman da 2030’a kadar kiiresel emisyonlar1 %30 azaltmaniz ve
2050'ye kadar degilse de 2070’%e kadar sifirlamaniz gerekiyor. Dolayisiyla yine ¢ok
az bir zamanimiz var. En fazla 30, hadi maksimum 50 senede bu isi bitirmemiz ge-
rekiyor, ama emisyonlar hala artiyor. Kiiresel emisyonlardaki artig yani bizim fosil
yakitlara dayali ekonomide fosil yakitlar1 yakma hizimizdaki artista bir degisiklik
yok ve bu da tamamen gordiigiiniiz gibi oncelikle komiire, sonra petrole, sonra
gaza, biraz da ¢imentoya dayali. Tabii %20 civarinda toprak kullanimimin yani
agirhikli olarak ormansizlasmanin da pay1 var. Bizim hizla emisyonlarimizi net si-
fira indirmemiz lazim. Bunun i¢in de fosil yakitlarin mevcut rezervinin %8s5'ini
yerin altinda birakmamiz, ¢cikartmamamiz gerekiyor. Gegen sene Giiney Sudan'da
cekilmis bir fotograf bu.

Gecen sene Giiney Sudan'da haziran ayinda baglayan eyliill ekim aylarinda
hala devam eden, bolgenin tamamin kaplayan sel felaketi yagandu. Sel felaketinde
o bolgede yasayan insanlar evlerini kaybettiler. Gordiigiiniiz gibi bu kadin ¢ocugu-
nu bir plastik legene koymus ve kuru bir yer ariyor. Bu bir gazete fotografi, mitkem-
mel ¢ekilmis olmakla beraber estetik olarak fazla iyi bir fotograf. O yiizden bu me-
selenin ne kadar acitict oldugunu bile insanin belki gormemesine neden oluyor,
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ama bu fotografin cok dnemli bir simgesel anlam1 da var benim i¢in. Bu aslinda
iklim degisikligine kimin neden olup olmadigini ve kimin iklim degisikliginden,
iklim krizinden etkilendigini gosteriyor. Bu fotograftaki kisi bir kadin. Beyaz degil,
zengin degil, Batili degil. Dolayisiyla herhangi bir karbon ayak izi yok bu insanin.
Bu insanin yasadig iilkenin ortalama kisi bas1 karbon ayak izi 0,2 ton. Diinya orta-
lamasi 6 ton. Amerika’nin 16 ton mesela, diisiiniin. Bizim 5,5 ton civarinda. Giiney
Sudan’n ise 0,2 ton ama bu insanlar evlerini kaybediyorlar. iste bu ciddi bir adalet-
sizlik. [klim adaleti kavramini bu tiir bir fotografla cok iyi anlayabiliyoruz. Thomas
Piketty ve arkadaslarimin bir arastirmasina (2021) gére diinyanin en zengin %r1'i
toplam emisyonunun %i17’sinden sorumlu. En zengin %z10'u da %48’inden. Yani
ortada oncelikle diinyanin %1 zenginlerinin ve biraz daha genis bir kesim olarak
%i10’'unun neden oldugu hem bir adaletsizlik hem de bir felaket var. En zengin
%1'in kisi bas1 emisyonu 110 ton iken diinya ortalamasi 65 ton. Bu sadece insanlari
ve ozellikle yoksul iilkeleri degil ayn1 zamanda canlilar da ortadan kaldiryor. Ko-
ala diinyanin en giizel, en sevimli hayvanlarindan biri. 2 sene énceki Avustralya
yanginlarinda sadece 1,5 ayda popiilasyonunun iigte biri ortadan kalkt1. Ve su anda
tiirii tehlikede olan hayvanlar arasinda. Yeni bir arastirmaya gore iklim degisikligi-
ne baglh olarak kuglarin da ¢ok hizli bir sekilde tiirlerinin ortadan kalktig1 sdyleni-
yor. Bocekler zaten popiilasyonlarinin %4011 kaybetti. O yiizden bu ciddi bir yok
olus, bir doga yikimina dogru kayitsizlik icerisinde gidiyoruz . Bu isin ¢6ziimii 6n-
celikle fosil yakitlarin tamamen devreden ¢ikarildig1 bir gelecek ile miimkiin, ama
cok uzak gelecekten bahsetmiyorum. Oniimiizdeki 30 y1l igerisinde fosil yakitlarin
devreden cikarldig1 bir ekonomiye dogru gitmeliyiz, bu da giinliik yasami degis-
tirmekle miimkiin ve bunu yaparken biiyiimenin de sorgulanmasi gerekiyor. Hizl
bir sekilde biiyiiyen bir ekonomide sadece yenilenebilir enerji kaynaklariyla doga-
y1 koruyarak ayni biiylimeyi siirdiirmek miimkiin degil. Biiyiimenin sorgulandigy,
yerine gore kiiciilmenin ya da dengeli bir ekonominin 6n plana alindig1 bir anlayis
gerekiyor. Doganin korunmasinin ve hatta restorasyonunun, ekosistemlerin geri
kazanilmasimin en 6nemli giindemimiz olmasi gerekiyor. Dolayisiyla ge¢misten
bu yana yesil hareketin ve ekolojistlerin temel giindemi olan goniillii sadelik, sade
yasam, ekolojik ve dogaya yakin yasam sdylemleri artik gezegendeki yagamin de-
vam edebilmesi i¢in bir etik sorumluluk. Sadece insan yagaminin degil biitiin can-
lilarin yasaminin devam edebilmesi icin bir zorunluluk. O yiizden meseleyi hem
ciddi bir ekonomik doniisiim, hem bir yagam bi¢imi doniisiimii hem de ekolojik
bir topluma dogru miicadelenin bir parcasi olarak gérmek gerektigini soylemek
istiyorum. Simdi acil eylem zamani!
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While T start to talk about the deepening climate crisis and urgent action at a
meeting on the Black Sea, first I must say that the speech I am going to make will
address the climate crisis on a global level. The global climate crisis undoubtedly
effects the Black Sea as well as every region of the world. I must also add that we
are talking about a Global problem, and that fossil fuels must be mentioned first
and foremost, as more than 80%, if not the only, cause of the problem. In other
words, when talking about climate change, it is not right to talk about the climate
crisis without mentioning fossil fuels or referring the fight against the fossil fuels,
namely coal, oil and natural gas. Because when we talk about the climate crisis,
we talk about a problem caused by fossil fuels, and when we talk about the fight
against the climate crisis, we discuss how to get rid of fossil fuels.

Why do we call it the climate crisis? Furthermore we've been talking more
and more about the crisis for a few years, and why is this crisis deepening? I start
with this drawing of Beysun Gokgin, which I try to use in almost every speech for
two years.
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I mentioned that we are talking about a global issue and fossil fuels. Perhaps
thirdly, it should be added that we are talking about something that people do.
That is, we are not talking about a natural process, a climate changing by itself.
Here is Beysun Gokein, showing the koalas, whose almost one-third of their pop-
ulation was destroyed in the fires in Australia, pointing their fingers at us: We're
the ones who did it! We must admit it clearly. Second, we must not forget what
climate activist Greta Thunberg said, who started school strike actions up on his
own at the age of 15 (now 19). We, as adults, are usually trying to look to the future
with hope. We try to give hope to the young people. In her speech in 2019 in front
of the richest people of the world, Greta said: “I don’t want your hope. I don’'t want
you to be hopeful. I want you to panic. Because our house is on fire.” Since we are a
community that does its best not to panic and tries to live our lives as much as pos-
sible the way we live today, we usually deceive ourselves. The reason why we talk
about the deepening of the climate crisis is to explain why we shouldn’t deceive
ourselves. Thus I'll start with a few demoralizing information.

Why do I entitled my speech “the deepening climate crisis”? According to cur-
rent data, the concentration of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere exceeded 421
ppm as parts per million. This will probably be the record of 2022, because as you
know, the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere reaches its highest level
at the end of May-the beginning of June. We saw this year that we exceeded over
421. It's like a bad dream. We could not imagine 20 years ago that we would see
these numbers. Probably in 10-12 years, we will see 450 and we must not forgot that
this is a real nightmare. Why so? Because you see how it increased rapidly after
the industrial revolution. We came here from the 270s, 280s. Yet for 8oo thousand
years, you can take it back up to 2 million years, carbon dioxide levels in the at-
mosphere had never exceeded 300. That means we, as human beings alone, have
increased carbon dioxide to a level that never seen in human history. This raised
the temperature now 1 degree above its pre-industrial normal. In 2020 and 2016,
we witnessed 1.25 degrees of warming compared to the pre-industrial period. The
warmest year, though both are equal, was 2016, and then 2020. Then 2019, 2017,
2015, 2021, 2018, 2014, 2010, 2013. As you can see, all of the 10 warmest years are
after 2010. Namely, every year is a warmer year now. That old fluctuations have
largely disappeared, and we are now on a planet warming at jet speed. An excel-
lent graphic narration called Warming Stripes, also shows how temperatures were
fluctuating in the past from the 1850s, and then how it stopped fluctuating and
heated up quickly and we have reached 1.25 degrees today.

Of course, warming is not equal everywhere in the whole world. At the point
we reach, the average temperature of the last 10 years is 1.1 degrees warmer than
the pre-industrial period, and if there was no human impact, this rise in tempera-
ture would not have been. In other words, the models clearly show us that the
world’s climate would not change in the last 100-150 years in a situation that hu-
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mans do not burn fossil fuels. That means there is nothing natural, but unfortu-
nately people still continue to deceive themselves.

So where are we going? We're heading to 1.5 degrees fairly quickly. As you
know, a temperature increase of 1.5 degrees is the limit in the Paris Agreement. All
countries agreed not to exceed 1.5 degrees in the Paris Agreement, but we exceed.
We are going to witness 1.5 degrees in the first half of the 2030s. I might even be
overly optimistic in fact, we might exceed even before. We have 5 different scenar-
ios, and even in the best-case scenario where we zero out all emissions until 2050,
we see 1.5 degrees. And in the worst case scenario, we are heading to 4.5 degrees.
As you can see, if we can accomplish the best-case scenario, we see 1.5 or even 1.6
degrees, but then little before the end of the century the world starts to cool off
a bit. If you ask if there is any chance that it could be possible, unfortunately the
current trajectories show that there is not. So, there is no possibility of us moving
towards this scenario at the moment, there must be a great revolution for that to
happen. Current situation of the world is this: If all the commitments made by the
countries to the Paris Agreement are fulfilled and the energy conversion contin-
ues as it is today, the world warms around 3 degrees. That is good news, because
if we wouldn’t do anything, it would have gotten 4.5 degrees warmer. It can surely
be said that there is a great difference between 3 and 4.5 degrees, but is a world
that 3 degrees warmer than usual a livable world for us? I don't think so. Maybe
in a few parts of the world. But if we continue like today, in the future scenario
of approximately the next 50-60 years, most parts of the world will turn into a
geography where it is impossible or very difficult to live. And of course there is this
thing, the increase in fossil fuel prices due to the Ukraine War dropped the climate
crisis from the agenda. To consider the climate crisis became a luxury for us, the
majority of people in the world, again. This will be my next point.

In fact, the reason for this rapid increase in climate change, and the main rea-
son for the deepening of the crisis as a result of the acceleration of the effects is
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the increase in our indifference. We see that indifference is increasing rapidly, and
everyone is trying to think within their own small framework. In a situation like
this, the world is quickly going towards a warming of 2.5-3 degrees, and we are
only talking about the next 50 years here. That means our young friends will see
most of it. Well, why is such a world so problematic? We know how variable and
unsteady the temperature was throughout human history, that is, in the 100,000-
year history of Homo sapiens, with the exception of the last 10-12 thousand years.
The last 12 thousand years is the period after the end of the last ice age and the
beginning of Gobeklitepe, that is, the agricultural communities. Suddenly, a great
stability in climate begins. The seasons are certain, when and what grows is clear,
the products are certain, the fish in the sea are certain. We created this civilization
at a time when everything was known. Whether the Civilization is good or bad
is a whole other discussion but civilization was only possible in such a climate
stability. It would be a dream to expect to continue our current life style and civ-
ilization in a climate that is 2 or even 3 degrees warmer and unsteady, moreover,
unsteady on the hot side. Arctic sea ice is melting fast. Sea levels are rising. If all of
Greenland and Antarctica melt, sea levels will rise by 70 meters. Black Sea coasts
will also be under water. Yet another reason for the deepening of the climate cri-
sis is the increasing effects. Even in Canada, last year we witnessed 50 degrees.
Very serious heat waves and forest fires occur like the big wildfire in Australia in
2020. And now, these happen in Turkey, as well. Last year, 100 thousand hectares
of land burned in two weeks in the Mediterranean and the Aegean in Turkey. This
was a mega wildfire entirely from the climate crisis. Hurricanes are also increas-
ing. For example, there was a period in 2020 when 4 hurricanes were seen in the
ocean at the same time. Hurricanes started to appear even in the Mediterranean.
And even, last year after a flood occurred on the Bozkurt Kastamonu Bartin side, a
hurricane formation was observed in the Black Sea, which immediately dissolved.
That means, hurricane formation is expected even in the Black Sea. Why is there
such a severe flood? Because the water of the Black Sea is too warm. There is too
much energy accumulation and evaporation. Warming atmosphere holds more
moisture, and this causes much heavier rainfalls. Only two years ago we witnessed
massive flood in Giresun. Before that, we saw in Hopa and in Samsun. Last year,
Bozkurt had one of the biggest floods in in Turkey, in the Black Sea. The water of
the Black Sea was very warm at the time. Today I wondered if the Black Sea water
is warmer than usual. You can check the daily temperature anomaly map from
Climate Reanalyzer. Today, right now, on June 4, Turkey has quite a hotter day than
normal. The normal here is the 1979-2000 average, not the 19th century. Even if you
consider the last 20 years of the 20th century as normal, Turkey and most of Eu-
rope are too hot now. What about the seas? See Black Sea, the Mediterranean and
the Aegean are more or less the same, it’s much warmer than usual right now. Sea
temperatures are usually less variable than land temperatures. They are steadier.
Those who are in the Black Sea witness how warm the Black Sea water is. I, my-
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self, am also from the Western Black Sea. Just before the Bozkurt flood last year,
people from my family who were there at that time said that the sea was like the
Mediterranean, it was very warm and very convenient to swim. These nice warm
temperatures brought the Bozkurt flood. One of the other biggest impacts of these
extreme temperatures on Turkey is drought. It has diminished a little this year,
but we had a very severe drought in 2020-2021. Ultimately, this whole table of the
deepening climate crisis brings us the need for urgent action. That means we have
very little time left. If we really want to limit the temperature rise to 1.5 degrees,
the condition that the IPCC, all scientists agreed upon, and even the governments
undersigned is this: If we don't reduce by half global emissions by 2030 and reach
net zero by 2050, we won't be able to keep the temperature rise at 1.5 degrees.
You can say let’s give up at 1.5 degrees and keep it at 2 degrees. Then you need to
reduce global emissions by 30% by 2030 and reach zero them by 2070, if not by
2050. So we still have very little time. We need to finish this job in 30, at most in 50
years at the latest, but emissions are still rising. There is no change in the increase
of global emissions, that is, in the increase of burning fossil fuels rate in our fossil
fuel-based economy, and as you can see, this is totally based on coal first, then oil,
then gas, and a little bit on cement. Of course, also land use, in other words, largely
deforestation has a 20% share. We must immediately reduce our emissions to net
zero. For that purpose, we must leave 85% of the current reserves of fossil fuels
underground, not extract. This is a picture taken last year in South Sudan.

There was a flood in South Sudan last year, started in June and still continue in
September and October, which affected the entire region. People lost their homes.
As you can see, this woman put her child in a plastic basin and she’s looking for
a dry place. This photo is a taken from a newspaper. The photo was both taken
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perfectly, and it is aesthetically too good. Thus, even maybe it causes people not to
see how hurtful the issue is, but for me, this photo has a very important symbolic
meaning also. This photo actually shows who causes or not the climate change
and who is affected by the climate crisis. She’s not white, not rich, not Western.
So this person does not have any carbon footprint. The average carbon footprint
per person of the country where this person lives is 0.2 tons. The global average
is 6 tons. The USA’s average is 16 tons for example, think about it. Our average is
around 5.5 tons. South Sudan’s is 0.2 tons, but these people are losing their homes.
This is a great injustice. We can understand the concept of climate justice very
well with that kind of photo. According to a study by Thomas Piketty et al (2021),
world’s richest 1% is responsible for 17% and world’s richest 10% is responsible
for %48 of total emissions. In other words, there is both an injustice and disaster
caused primarily by the 1% of the world’s richest and a slightly wider segment of
10%. While the emission of the richest 1% is 110 tons per person, the global average
is 65 tons. This destroys not only people and especially poor countries, but also liv-
ing beings. Koalas are one of the most pretty and cute animals in the world. In the
wildfires 2 years ago in Australia, a third of its population was destroyed in only
1.5 months. And it is now among the endangered species. According to a current
research, bird species are said to be extincting very quickly because of the climate
change. Insects have already lost 40% of their population. This is a serious extinc-
tion, we are heading towards a natural destruction with indifference. The solution
is possible in a future where fossil fuels are completely eliminated first, but here I
am not talking about the very distant future. We must switch to an economy in the
next 30 years in which fossil fuels are eliminated, and this is possible by changing
daily life and in doing that, growth also must be questioned. In a fast growing
economy, it is not possible to maintain the same growth with protecting nature,
using only renewable energy sources. An understanding in which growth is ques-
tioned and a shrink or a balanced economy is prioritized is needed. Conservation
and even restoration of nature and the recovery of ecosystems should be our most
important agenda. Voluntary simplicity, simple living, ecological and close to na-
ture life, which has been the main concern of the green movement and ecologists
since the past to present, is now an ethical responsibility for the continuation of
life on the planet, not only for the continuation of human life, but also for the
lives of all living things. That’s why I want to say that the issue must be considered
as a serious economic transformation, a lifestyle transformation, and a part of the
struggle for an ecological society. It is the time for urgent action!
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Insan merkezli bakig acis1 ekonomi politikte sikhkla odaga alinmakta ve
analizlerin, incelemelerin yapildig1 bir zemine oturmaktadir. Oziinde sorun da
buradan baslamaktadir. Bunun yansimalar sadece kiiresel dlcekte degil bolgesel
oOlcekte de izlenebilmektedir. Nitekim giivenlik ve jeopolitik kavramlar devlet
odaklidir. Devlet biraz irdeledigi zaman ise insan odakl bakis acis1 ve bunun
getirmis oldugu sakincalarin yansimalan ile kargilasiimaktadir. Diinyanin en
zengin %1'lik kesiminin neden oldugu krizdeki payimnin %gg ile paylagilmas sis-
temi sorgulanabilir kilmaktadir. Bizlerin, yani %gg9'un, su kullanimlarinda, disi-
mizi fircalarken mesela, suyun gereksiz kullanilmamasi i¢in gosterdigi dikkatin
kargisinda 23 Mayis’ta Davos zirvesinde liderlerin 6zel jetler, limuzinler, 4x4 cipler
ile kullandiklarini gordiik. Ustelik etkinligin bir kismina zaten enerji sirketlerinin
sponsor olmasi, iklim krizi ile neden adalet kavramini birlikte tartismamiz gerek-
tiginin 6nemli bir gosterenidir.

Insan odakli bakig acisin1 Karadeniz iizerinden iki boyutla ele almak
miimkiindiir. Birinci boyutta NATO'dan Karadeniz giivenlik yapilanmasina
kadar genisleyen askeri ayak ve Tiirkiye'nin buradaki rolii ile aktif olarak siiren
sicak Ukrayna savagi éne cikmaktadir. fkinci boyutta ise enerji perspektifinde,
Karadeniz ozelinde neler yasandigi yer almaktadir. Bugiin herhangi bir Google
aramasina “Karadeniz'in 6nemi” ile baglayan bir ciimle yazildiginda baliklardan,
oradaki bitki ortiisiinden, denizin kendinden bahseden sonuglara ulagilmaz.
Anahtar kelimemiz, “Karadeniz’in 6nemi’nin yanina bir de “giivenlik” anahtar ke-
limesi eklendiginde var olan askerlerden ya da devletlerden; devletlerin gemi sa-
yilarindan, kullanilan askeri limanlardan ve bunun ekonomik giivenlik ayagindan,
varsa bilinen bazi limanlardaki gemi trafiginden bahsedilir. Bu durumda devletle-
rin ¢ikarlan dogrultusunda Karadeniz'in 6nemli bir yer oldugu ve fethetme, elde
tutma, sahip olma ve sahip oldugunu hor kullanma giicii ile Karadeniz'i kapsaya-
rak agan bir bicimde canli, doga, hayvan ayirt etmeksizin devletin her sey iizerinde
egemen olduguna inanmaya doniik bir perspektif goriilmektedir.

Bu cercevede yazida genel olarak giivenlik ve enerji giivenligi kavraminin, Ka-
radeniz’e bakig agisina ve bundaki sorunlara yer verilecektir.
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I. Giivenlik Kavrami ve Karadeniz

Uluslararast iligkiler disiplinin ortaya ¢ikisindaki boliinmede goriilecegi tizere, gii-
venlik kavraminin I. Diinya Savasi benzeri bir yikimin 6niine gecilmesi receteleri
hem giivenlik hem de disiplin icinde realist ve idealist akim arasindaki ayrigma
konusunda fikir sunar. Ancak her iki yaklagim da odagina devleti alir (Baylis 2008:
70). Idealist yaklagimin Milletler Cemiyeti'ne yiikledigi anlam ve islev, II. Diinya
Savagr'nin patlak vermesiyle siddetli elestirilere yerini birakir ve disiplinde realist
akimin onceledigi devlet odakli yaklagim baskin hale gelir (Baylis 2008: 71). Soguk
Savag'in ortaya citkmasi ile, ve devam ettigi 40 yil boyunca da, giivenlik yaklagim
kendi icinde doniisiim gecirse de odaginda birey, ulus ve uluslararasi giivenlik kav-
ramlar vardir. Bu kavramlarin 6zellikle ulus ve uluslararas: ayaginda, devletlerin
askeri giicleri ve egemenlikleri temel tanimlayicilar olarak baskin yerini korur. Var
olan bu ikilem Barry Buzan tarafindan giivenlige siyasi, ekonomik, sosyal, cevresel
ve askeri boyutlarla daha genis bir diizleme taginir (Buzan 1983: 214-242). Buzan,
tanimi genigletmis olmakla beraber iizerinde durulmasi gereken devlet odakllik,
orgiitleri de icerecek boyuta taginir. Ancak tanimi genisletme giincel sorunlara ve-
rilecek yanit konusunda yeterli de olmaz. Ornegin Kennet Waltz (1979) ve John
Mearsheimer (1990: 5-56) gibi isimler devletler arasinda igbirligi konusunda iyim-
ser bir tutum almig olmakla beraber belirlenimlerinde askeri giivenlik ve giiciin
etkin oldugu séylenmelidir.

Kopenhag Okulu, realist, neo-realist veya neoliberal tartigmalarinda Soguk
Savag sonrasinda bir meydan okuma dinamigiyle ¢ikan ingacilik yaklagimi, po-
zitivizme doniik elegtiride etkili olmustur. Yaklagimin 6nciisii Alexander Wendt,
giivenlik ikileminin, devletlerin diger devletlere karsi, onlarin niyetlerine yone-
lik en kotu varsayimlar yapacak kadar giivensiz olduklar ve sonugcta ¢ikarlarini
kendi kendine yetme cercevesinde tanimladiklari 6zneler aras1 anlayistan olusan
bir sosyal yap1 oldugunu savunur. Wendt, Anarchy is What States Make of It baslikly
calismasinda giivenlik ikilemleri ve savaslarin kendi kendini dogrulayan varsayim-
lar oldugunu savunmaktadir (Wendt 1995: 80).

Farkli yaklasim ve disiplinlerin giivenlik tanimlarin kisaca deginildiginde bu-
rada giivenligin diizeyi ve 6znesinin mercek altina alindig: goriiliir. Ancak tam da
bu noktadan alternatif bir ses ¢ikararak duruma bakmak, giiniimiizde karsilastigi-
miz sorunlarin ¢oziimiine kii¢iik de olsa sorgulayici bir zemin saglayabilir.

Giivenlik tartigmalarim akilda tutarak, Ukrayna Savagina giden yol irdelendi-
ginde, bu y1l Karadeniz'de iki 6nemli gelismenin yasandig1 goriilecektir. Gelisme-
lerden biri 21 Haziran tarihinde Ingiltere’ye ait bir savas gemisinin bogazlardan
gecerek Karadeniz'e girmesi ve Kinnm'a yaklagmasidir (Sozcii 23 Haziran 2021).
Bu gelisme karsisinda Rusya fiizelerini konuslandird: ve geri ¢ekilmezse gemiyi
vuracagini soyledi. Gemi, Ukrayna'dan izin aldigim soyledi ve karsilikh tacizler
Rusya sahil giivenliginin sahile inmesine neden oldu. Nihayetinde gemi Kirim
karasularina girmeden buradan ¢ikarildi.
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Ikinci 6nemli gelisme bu olayin pesi sira gerceklesmistir. Karadeniz'de
yasayan insanlarin biiyiik ihtimalle tamiklik ettigi, Deniz Meltemi, her yil
Karadeniz’de NATO semsiyesi altinda gerceklestirilen bir askeri tatbikattir.
“Dosta giiven diigmana korku” verme ve insan merkezli yaklagim cercevesinde
stiregiden tatbikat, gecen y1l yaklasik 1 ay siirmiistiir. Tatbikata NATO {iyelerinin
yan1 sira 32 devlet katilmistir. Yaklagik 20’ye yakin jetin havalandigi Karadeniz'de
neredeyse suyun goriilmedigi, sadece gemileri gordiigiiniiz, ucaklardan askerlerin
gemilere indigi ve gemilerin yon degistirerek taktik savaslarimin uygulandig: ya da
uygulanabilecegi bir tatbikata taniklik edilmigstir (TRT Haber, 28 Haziran 2021).
Burada su soruyu sormak gerekir: Bizler, yani insanlar, bu tatbikatlan biiyiik
ihtimalle bir goz kirliligi ve/veya giiriiltii kirliligi olarak yasarken, Karadeniz'deki
baliklar ve diger canlilar nasil yasadilar? Peki bu kadar askeri gemi, bu tatbikati,
etkinligi yaparken ne kadar karbon izi birakt1? Kimin i¢in?

Bu noktada karsimiza insan merkezli askeri giivenligi 6n plana cikartan ve
anlamini da aslinda bununla daraltan; iklim adaleti, iklim krizi gibi kavramlarn
Oteleyerek neredeyse giindemine hi¢ almayan bir yap1 ve durum billurlagmak-
tadir. Karadeniz Bolgesindeki alt1 devletten iicii, zaten NATO {iyesi, dordiinciisii
de tiye olmaya caligtigr* icin bu tatbikat her y1l Karadeniz'de diizenli bir bigimde
yapilmaktadir. Dolayisiyla en biiyiik sorunlardan biri gercekten disipliner olarak
giivenlik kavramini askerilesmekten kurtarmak, digeri de bildigimiz salt devlet-
ten, askeri devlet aklindan, yani bir devletin, bir denizi fethetme girisiminden ve/
veya bir bagka bir devlete mesaj vermek adina denizi, dogayi titketme, yok etme
hakkini egemenligine ickin gormesindeki sorunu tartigmaya agmaktir. Boylece or-
negin NATO'nun bu bolgedeki bir tatbikatinin, “Denizde ne kadar tahribata neden

” o« o«

oldugu”, “ Bu faaliyetlerin hava kirliligine nasil etki ettigi’, “Kag tiiriin bu giiriiltii
kirliliginden etkilendigi”, "Baliklar ve deniz canlilar bu kadar geminin deniz tize-
rinde hareketliliginden nasil etkilendigi’, “Kullanilan kablo vb techizatin denizin

genelini nasil etkiledigi”, vb sorularini sormak miimkiin olacaktir. Ayrica insanlar
da devletin kendinden menkul salt ve askeri aklindan etkilenmektedir.

Bu baglamda mesela Karadeniz'e kiyis1 olan bolgelerde yasayan halka goriisii
sorulup sorulmadig, hatta sorulabilir olup olmadig1 tartigmaya agilmahdir. Orne-
gin Giresun halki, Trabzon halki “biz bu tatbikattan memnun degiliz” diyebilir mi,
derlerse ne olur? Muhtemelen béyle bir durumda ling girisimleri ve tutuklamalar
silsilesi ile karsilagilirdl. Bu noktada yeni sorgulamalarin kapisini bilim agmak zo-
rundadir. Askeri ayagin goriinen son noktasi, Ukrayna savasi ve 24 $ubat 2022 tari-
hinde Rusya’nin Ukrayna'y1 isgal etmesidir. Bu iggal bir vekalet savagina doniigtii-
riilerek NATO tarafindan Ukrayna'nin silahlandinldigi, uzatilmig bir savasla kars:
karsiya kalinmistir. Peki bu savasin dogaya zararini, iklim krizine etkisini sorgula-
mak miimkiin miidiir? Ornegin bir tankin ya da havalanan bir jetin neden oldugu
emisyon orani nedir? Bitki ortiisiine, suya verilen zarar Karadeniz'e nasil etki et-

1 Ukrayna-Rus savasinin ayaklarindan biri Ukrayna’nin NATO Uyesi olma istemidir.
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mektedir? Odesa Limani'nin kendisine verilen zarar, Karadeniz'in genisletmemiz
gereken giivenlik tanim1 uyarinca ekosistemine nasil bir tehlike olusturmaktadir?
Savag dncesi ve sonrasindaki tahribati ve hasar 6lcerken Karadeniz'deki balik tiir-
lerini dahil edecek miyiz? Edebilir miyiz? Son olarak iizerine odaklanilmasi ge-
reken en 6nemlisi insanin tiim bunlar1 yapma hakkini kendinde hangi degeriyle
gordiigii konusudur, insana bu hakk: kim vermigtir?

Bir diger sorgulanmasi gereken temel konu savagin kendisi, ve bittigi durumda,
pek de sorgulanmayan sonuglaridir. Ornegin Rusya sartlari kabul eder ve Ukrayna
topraklarindan ¢ekilirse bunun Ukrayna topraklarina, Karadeniz Bolgesine etkisi
ne olacaktir? Savag bagladigi donemde Karadeniz'de bir anda serseri mayinlarin
ortaya ¢iktigi, hatta mayinlarin Tiirkiye karasularina girdigi, Tiirkiye'nin temizlik
caligmalarina bagladig: bilinmektedir (CNN Tiirk 20 MArt 2022). Bu mayinlarin bir
kismi zaten denizin dibinde monte olarak bulunuyor ve “bir diisman denizaltis1”
ya da gemisi ile temas halinde patliyordu. Eger boyle bir patlama olursa, bu patla-
manin denize etkisi ne olacak? Tkinci Diinya Savagi sonrasinda agik denizlerde ve
karada hidrojen bombasi, ses bombasi hatta atom bombasi denenmistir. Bugiin
Karadeniz'deki mayinlar aslinda bunun kii¢iik bir sembolii olarak karsimiza ¢ik-
maktadir. Devletin giivenlik zihniyeti ile serseri bir mayin bolgeye yerlestiriliyor ve
aslinda, belki binlerce yildir orada yasayan ekosistemin altina dinamit dogeniyor.
Ayni giivenlik perspektifini askeriyeden arindirilmis, ancak o mantiktan cok uzak-
lasmamus olan enerji giivenligi ayaginda da gormek miimkiindiir.

I Enerji Giivenligi ve Karadeniz

Enerji giivenligi kavrami, temelde bir ayaginda arzin diger ayaginda talebin oldu-
gu bir dinamige yaslanir ve her iki perspektiften bir tanim sunar. Temelinde bir
kaynagin (genellikle hidro-karbon kaynaklar veya niikleer enerji) belirli bir zaman
diliminde olusan enerji ihtiyacina cevap vermesine dayanir (Jones ve Dodds 2018:
24). Arz ayaginda giivenlik; giivenilir ve anlagilir fiyat mekanizmasiyla belirli bir
siirede alimin garanti edilmesine dayanir. Talep ayagiysa giivenilir tedarikgilerin,
erigilebilir fiyat ve miktarda, istenen zaman dilimi i¢in belirlenen tiir enerji tema-
sin1 saglamasina dayanir (Jones ve Dodds 2018: 25).

Bagka bir anlatimla temelde hidrokarbonlara dayal olan enerji giivenligi bir
tarafta alicilarin diger tarafta saticilarin oldugu; alicinin uygun ve makul fiyatlarla
kesintisiz bir bicimde enerji kaynagina erismesini temel alir. Saticilar da istikrarh
alim garantisi veren, vermiyorsa da bu projeksiyona sahip, olabildigince diizenli
bir bicimde iiretim yapabildigi ve gelirini maksimize edebildigi bir giivenlik pers-
pektifine yaslanmaktadir. Bugiin enerji sirketlerinin sosyal sorumluluk projeleri-
nin oldugunu gérmekteyiz. Sirketler park yapmakta, aga¢ dikmekte, hatta mesela
Brezilyada agaclandirma calismalar yapmaktadirlar. Bunlar aslinda 2021'deki ik-
lim zirvesinde sdylendigi gibi PR, géz boyama caligmalardir.
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Yesil aklama, greenwashing, bir kurulusun, sirketin cevreye kars1 sorumlu bir
imaj yaratmak i¢in yanlig veya eksik bilgilerle kendini oldugundan farkli goster-
mesi, g6z boyamasidir (Delmas ve Burbano 2o11: 65). Burada iki dinamigin yon-
lendirici oldugu goriiliir: Kot bir cevreye doniik yaklasim ve performans ile bu
acig1 kapatan, yaniltici bir imaj cizen iletisim taktigi (Delmas ve Burbano 2011).
Ornegin yaratilan tahribatin neredeyse 10 binde birini, bazen milyonda birini, 6rt-
meye doniik ve bilim insanlarina bir anlamda “bakin biz aslinda bunu yapiyoruz
cok da iizerimize gelmeyin” mesajini veren bir perspektife yaslanmakta ve burada
psikolojiyi, sosyolojiyi ve iletigim stratejilerini iceren bir yaniltma yontemi kulla-
nilmaktadir. Peki, Karadeniz'de enerji giivenligi nasil bir zemine oturmaktadir?

Halihazirda Tiirkiye'nin de icerisinde oldugu Karadeniz'de aktif olarak caligan
iki tane boru hatt1 bulunuyor. Bunlardan birincisi Mavi Akim; Rusya'dan Samsun’a
gelen ve Samsun'dan Ankara’ya gaz tastyan hattir. ikincisi iki ayag1 bulunan Tiirk
Akim, Rusya'dan gelen, Tiirkiye'nin kara sularini kullanarak Karadeniz bolgesin-
den gecen ve Yunanistan, Bulgaristan ve Avrupa’nin ihtiya¢ duydugu gaz: aktaran
hattir. Tiirk Akim hattinin bir ayag da Tiirkiye'nin gaz ihtiyacini gidermeye d6niik-
tiir. Bir boru hatti ingaat siireci inceledigi zaman, devasa ¢elik borularin belirli bir
derinlige monte edildigi ve bu nedenle de siirecin yillar aldig1 goriiliir. Borularin
cok saglam olmasi, sizintinin olmamasi gerekir. Peki bu borular oraya dogenirken
Ornegin, Karadeniz'in ekosistemi dikkate alinmig midir? Bu celik borularn yillar-
ca suyun i¢inde kalmalarinin denize etkisi var midir varsa nasil bir etkisi vardir?
Koruyucu 6nlemler var midir? En 6nemlisi bu hatlar neden siirekli ¢esitlendiril-
mektedir? Bu ¢esitlendirmenin en 6nemli sebebi olarak enerji giivenligi gosterilir.

Soz gelimi Tiirk Akim hatti, Tiirk Akim I ve IT olarak Ukrayna'nin devre dig1 bi-
rakilmasi, Rusya'nin transit iilkelerle yasamis oldugu sorunlari ortadan kaldirmaya
doniik bir perspektifle yapilmistir. Rusya ve Rusyanin arzdaki alaninin giivene
alinmasi ve ayni zamanda talep cephesinin konuya sessiz kalmasinin sebeplerin-
den ilkinin nedeninin enerji giivenligi oldugunu biliyoruz. Zira Avrupa kis ortasi
donmak istemiyor. Bu noktada sunu sormak gerekiyor: Deniz olarak Karadeniz'in
hakkini kim savunmaktadir?

Gemi trafiginin siirekli arttirilmasindan ve fosil yakitlarin tagmnmasindan bah-
sedilmektedir. Dogal gaz, her ne kadar Avrupa Birligi tarafindan 2022 yilinda yesil
enerji kategorisinde siniflandirilms olsa da, bir fosil yakittir. Evet birakmig oldugu
iz komiir ve petrol kadar yiiksek degildir ancak hala bir iz birakmaktadir ve iistelik
fosile olan bagimhlig: da siirekli per¢inlemektedir. Burada kargimiza iki tane konu
cikmaktadir. Bunlardan birincisi askeri giivenligin insan odakl ve soguk devlet
akliyla tanimlaniyor olmas: ve ikincisi yine insan odakli olacak sekilde iklim ada-
leti, iklim krizi gibi tartigmalari bir kenara birakan ve bu tartismalar birer litksmiis
gibi degerlendiren perspektifle enerji giivenliginin fosil yakitlarin tiiketimini per-
cinleyecek gekilde tanimlanmasidir. Bu noktada enerji sirketlerinin x bélgesinde
ormanlagtirma ¢aligmasi yapmast ya da kullandiklari suyu aritmalarinin kargisin-
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da Karadeniz gibi bir bolgede devasa celik borular kurabilmeleri, Kuzey Marmara
Ormanlarim tahrip edebilmeleri gibi gerceklikler yer almaktadir. Mayis 2022'de
Avrupa Komisyonu iklim krizine doniik baz1 yeni hedeflemelerde bulunacaklarini
sOylemis ve su vurguyu yapmistir: “Evet beklenenden daha uzun siire komiir kul-
lanmak zorunda kalabiliriz.” Bu bir 6ziir ctimlesi degil, bir tespit ctimlesidir. Peki
bu tespit neye dayanarak yapildi? iklim kriziyle miicadele planlanirken ne savas,
ne sel ne de kurakligin yasanmayacag deyim yerinde ise, hicbir seyin olmayaca-
gy, her seyin cok yolunda gidecegini 6ngordiikleri bir gelecek tasavvuru iginde
hedeflemelerini yaptiklari goriilmektedir. Bir savas ¢iktiginda da, taraflardan ba-
gimsiz olarak sdyleyecek olursak, sozde elestirilerin yaninda iilkelere silah da gon-
derilmistir. Briiksel ya da Washington bugiin, Rusya zaten isgalcidir deyip buraya
gondermis oldugu silahlarin iklim krizine yarattig1 etkiyi tartmiyorsa eger adaleti,
iklimi, insan1 yeniden sorgulamanuz gerektigi agikardir.

Avrupa enerji haritasindan, Rusya’y1 ¢cikartmaya yonelik 6nlemler alinmakta-
dir, fakat bu durumun kémiir kullanmaya devam edilmesi gibi bir yan etkisi vardur.
Fosil yakitlara bagimlilik siirmektedir. Rusya yerine daha uzak bir mesafeden sivi-
lagtirilmig dogal gaz (LNG) almaya devam etmek miimkiindiir. Fakat bu noktada
artan mesafenin agilmasinda ortaya cikan karbon izi tartiglmamaktadir. iklim
krizine insan faaliyetlerinin neden oldugu bilimsel bir gercektir. Ve 1,5-2 derece-
yi gecmememiz gerekmektedir. Buradaki baglica sorunlardan biri Ukrayna'y: is-
gal eden Rusya'nin cezalandirilmasi, NATO'nun govde gosterisi yapabilmesi ya da
Briiksel'in, Ankara'nin kesintisiz gaz alabilmesi degil, bunlar olurken ve/veya ol-
sunlar diye atilan adimlarda Karadeniz'e ne oldugunun sorgulanmiyor olmasidur.

Sonug olarak giivenlik ve enerji giivenliginde devlet ve insanlarin ¢ikar ve ta-
lepleri 6ncelenmektedir, yani insan odakli bir yaklasim mevcuttur. Bu bakis agisi
uluslararasi iligkiler disiplininde de, enerji calismalarinda da ¢ok baskindir. Bu
kosullar altinda ne Karadeniz'in gelecegi ne de diinyanin gelecegi acisindan maa-
lesef umutlu olmak cok zorlagmaktadir. Ukrayna Savasi gostermistir ki; BM catisi
altinda bilimsel ¢aligmalar vb. faaliyetler bir anda rafa kalkabilir. Ukrayna ekosis-
temine verilen zarar savastan galip cikmaktan daha 6nemsiz kilmmuigtir. Rusya'nin
cokertilmesi, iklim krizinden de Karadeniz'den de daha 6nemli goriilmiistiir. Bu
nedenle iklim krizi ile miicadelede ve iklim adaletinin saglanmasinda hem bu
askeri giivenlik bakisinin hem de enerji aligkanliklarinin ve enerji giivenliginin
sorgulanmasi, var olana itiraz edilerek yeni bir diizene gegilmesinin saglanmasi
gerekmektedir. Aksi takdirde kendimizle birlikte bircok canlinin cehennemi yasa-
masinin sebebi olacagiz gibi goriinmektedir.
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The anthropocentric perspective is often at the center in political economy and is
a basis where analyzes and examinations are made. In essence, the problem starts
from here. The reflections of this can be observed not only on a global scale, but
also on aregional scale. As a matter of fact, the concepts of security and geopolitics
are state-oriented. When the state is examined a little, it is encountered with
the people-oriented perspective and the reflections of the drawbacks it brings.
Sharing the part of the world’s richest 1% in the crisis caused by them with the
99% makes the system questionable. Opposing the attention that we, that is,
99%, show to prevent unnecessary use of water while brushing our teeth, we saw
that leaders use private jets, limousines and 4x4 jeeps at the Davos summit on
May 23. Moreover, the fact that some of the event is already sponsored by energy
companies is an important indicator of why we should discuss the climate crisis
and the concept of justice together.

Itis possible to consider the people-oriented perspective from two dimensions
over the Black Sea. In the first dimension, the expanding military pillar from NATO
to the Black Sea security structure and Turkey’s role in that, and the active Ukraine
war come to the fore. In the second dimension, there is what is happening specific
to the Black Sea in the energy perspective. Today, when a sentence beginning with
“the importance of the Black Sea” is typed into any Google search, results that
talk about fish, the vegetation there, and the sea itself will not be reached. When
the keyword “security” is added next to our keyword “the importance of the Black
Sea’, the existing soldiers or states, the number of ships of the states, the military
ports used and its economic security, and the ship traffic in some known ports, if
any, are mentioned. In this case, a perspective towards to believe that the Black
Sea is an important place in line with the interests of the states and that the state
is sovereign over everything, regardless of living, nature or animal, in a way that
goes beyond the Black Sea with its power to conquer, hold, own and mistreat what
it has is seen.

In this context, the article will include the perspective of the concept of
security generally and energy security on the Black Sea, and the problems in it.
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I. Concept of Security and the Black Sea

As can be seen in the division in the emergence of the discipline of international
relations, the prescriptions of preventing a destruction similar to World War I of
the concept of security offer an idea about the separation between the realist and
idealist currents in both security and discipline. However, both approaches focus
on the state (Baylis 2008: 70). The meaning and function that the idealist approach
attributed to the League of Nations left its place to severe criticism and the state-
oriented approach, which was prioritized by the realist current in discipline,
became dominant with the outbreak of the World War II (Baylis 2008: 71). With
the emergence of the Cold War, and throughout the 40 years it has continued,
the security approach has transformed in itself, but its focus is on the concepts
of individual, nation and international security. Especially in the national and
international aspects of these concepts, the military power and sovereignty of the
states remain dominant as the basic descriptors. This existing dilemma is carried
to a wider plane by Barry Buzan with political, economic, social, environmental
and military dimensions (Buzan 1983: 214-242). Although Buzan has expanded the
definition, the state-oriented focus that needs to be emphasized is carried to a
dimension that includes organizations as well. However, expanding the definition
is not enough to respond to current problems. For example, although names such
as Kennet Waltz (1979) and John Mearsheimer (1990: 5-56) have taken an optimistic
attitude about cooperation between states, it should be said that military security
and power are effective in their determination.

The Copenhagen School, the constructivist approach, which emerged with
a dynamic of challenge after the Cold War in realist, neo-realist or neoliberal
debates, and the criticism towards positivism were also effective. The pioneer
of the approach, Alexander Wendt, argues that the security dilemma is a social
construct consisting of an intersubjective understanding in which states are
so distrustful of other states that they make the worst assumptions about their
intentions, and ultimately define their interests in terms of self-sufficiency. In his
work titled Anarchy is What States Make of It, Wendt argues that security dilemmas
and wars are self-validating assumptions (Wendt 1995: 80).

When the security definitions of different approaches and disciplines are
briefly mentioned, it is seen that the level and subject of security are examined
here. However, looking at the situation by making an alternative sound from this
point can provide a questioning basis for the solution of the problems we face
today.

Keeping the security discussions in mind, when the path to the Ukraine War is
examined, it will be seen that two important developments took place in the Black
Sea this year. One of the developments is that a British warship entered the Black
Sea through the straits on 21 June and approached the Crimea (Sozcii, 23 June
2021). In the face of this development, Russia deployed its missiles and said that
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if it did not withdraw, it would hit the ship. The ship said it had permission from
Ukraine, and mutual harassment caused the Russian coast guard to go down to the
coast. Ultimately, the ship was removed from here before entering the territorial
waters of the Crimea.

The second important development took place after this event. The Sea
Breeze, most likely witnessed by people living in the Black Sea, is a military exercise
carried out every year in the Black Sea under the umbrella of NATO. The ongoing
exercise within the framework of giving “assurance to friends, fear to enemies” and
an anthropocentric approach lasted about 1-month last year. In addition to NATO
members, 32 states participated in the exercise. In the Black Sea, where nearly
20 jets take off, we witnessed an exercise where the water was almost invisible,
you only saw the ships, the soldiers from the planes landed on the ships, and the
tactical wars were or could be applied by changing the direction of the ships (TRT
Haber, 28 June 2021). Here the following question should be asked. How did the
fish and other creatures in the Black Sea live while we, the people, experience
these exercises, most likely as eye pollution and/or noise pollution? So, how much
carbon footprint did all these military ships leave while doing this exercise? For
whom?

At this point, a structure and situation that brings anthropocentric military
security to the forefront and narrows its meaning with it, postpones concepts such
as climate justice and climate crisis, is crystallizing. Since three of the six states in
the Black Sea region are already NATO members and the fourth is trying to become
a member,' this exercise is held regularly in the Black Sea every year. Therefore,
one of the biggest problems is to save the concept of security from militarization
in disciplinal sense, and the other is to open the problem for discussion that to see
the right to consume and destroy the sea and nature as inherent in its sovereignty,
in behalf of the pure state, the military state mind, that is, a state’s attempt to
conquer a sea and/or give a message to another state. Thus, for example, it will
be possible to ask questions such as with a NATO exercise in this region: “How
much damage is caused to the sea’, “How these activities affect air pollution”, “How
many species are affected by this noise pollution”, “How are fish and sea creatures
affected from the mobility of so many ships on the sea?”, “How does the cable etc.
equipment used affect the sea in general’, etc. In addition, people are also affected
by the self-appointed pure and military mind of the state.

In this context, for example, whether the opinion of the people living in the
regions bordering the Black Sea was asked or not, or even whether it is able to be
asked or not should be opened up for discussion. For example, can the people
of Giresun, the people of Trabzon say, “We are not satisfied with this exercise”?
What happens if they say? Probably, in such a case, there would be a series of

1 One side of the Ukrainian-Russian war is Ukraine’s desire to become a member of NATO.
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lynching attempts and arrests. At this point, science has to open the door to new
questionings. The last visible point of the military side is the Ukraine war and the
Russian invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 2022. This occupation was turned
into a proxy war, and a prolonged war in which Ukraine was armed by NATO is
faced. So, is it possible to question the damage of this war to nature and its effect
on the climate crisis? For example, what is the emission rate caused by a tank or
a jet taking off? How does the damage to vegetation and water affect the Black
Sea? What kind of danger does the damage done to the Odessa Port itself pose to
the Black Sea’s ecosystem in accordance with the definition of security that we
need to expand? Will we include the fish species in the Black Sea when measuring
the destruction and damage before and after the war? Can we? Finally, the most
important thing to focus on is with what value does people see in themselves the
right to do all these things? Who gave people this right?

Another fundamental issue to be questioned is the war itself, and its
unquestioned consequences when it ends. For example, if Russia accepts the
conditions and withdraws from the Ukrainian territory, what will be the effect of
this on the Ukrainian territory, on the Black Sea region? It is known that when
the war started, free mines suddenly appeared in the Black Sea, even the mines
entered Turkish territorial waters, and Turkey started cleaning works (CNN Tiirk,
20 March 2022). Some of these mines were already installed at the bottom of the
sea and were detonated in contact with “an enemy submarine” or ship. If such an
explosion does occur, what will be the effect of this explosion on the sea? After
the Second World War, hydrogen bombs, sound bombs and even atomic bombs
were tested in the open seas and on land. Today, the mines in the Black Sea are
actually a small symbol of this. With the security mentality of the state, a free
mine is placed in the region and in fact, dynamite is laid under the ecosystem that
has been living there for maybe thousands of years. It is possible to see the same
security perspective in the field of energy security, which has been demilitarized,
but is not too far from that logic.

II. Energy Security and the Black Sea

The concept of energy security is basically based on a dynamic that has supply on
one side and demand on the other, and offers a definition from both perspectives.
It is based on the fact that a resource (usually hydro-carbon resources or nuclear
energy) responds to the energy need occurring in a certain time period (Jones
and Dodds 2018: 24). On the supply side, security is based on the guarantee of
purchase in a certain time, with a reliable and understandable price mechanism.
The demand side, on the other hand, is based on reliable suppliers providing the
type of energy contact determined for the desired time period at an accessible
price and quantity (Jones and Dodds 2018: 25).

In other words, energy security, which is basically based on hydrocarbons,
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with buyers on the one hand and sellers on the other, is based on the buyer’s
uninterrupted access to energy resources at affordable and reasonable prices.
Sellers also rely on a security perspective that guarantees stable purchases, has
this projection even if it does not, where they can produce as regularly as possible
and maximize their income. Today, we see that energy companies have social
responsibility projects. Companies are building parks, planting trees, and even
afforestation in Brazil, for example. These are, in fact, PR, eyewash, as was said at
the climate summit in 2021.

Greenwashing, is an eyewash that an organization presents itself with false or
imperfect knowledge in order to create an environmentally responsible image of
the company (Delmas and Burbano 2011: 65). Two dynamics are seen to be driving
here: abad approach towards environment, and the communication tactic that fills
this gap with performance and imposes a misleading image (Delmas and Burbano
2011). For example, it leans on a perspective that covers almost one thousandth,
sometimes one millionth, of the destruction created and gives the message “Look,
we're actually doing this, don't be too hard on us” to scientists, and a deception
method that includes psychology, sociology and communication strategies is used
here. So, what is the basis of energy security in the Black Sea?

Currently, there are two pipelines actively operating in the Black Sea, which
includes Turkey. The first of these is Blue Stream which is the line coming from
Russia to Samsun and carrying gas from Samsun to Ankara. The second is the
Turkish Stream, which has two aspects, and is the line coming from Russia, passing
through the Black Sea region using Turkey’s territorial waters, and transferring
the gas needed by Greece, Bulgaria and Europe. Another side of the Turkish
Stream line is towards meeting Turkey’s gas needs. When examining a pipeline
construction process, it is seen that huge steel pipes are installed to a certain depth
and therefore the process takes years. Pipes should be very solid, there should be
no leakage. So, when these pipes were laid there, for example, was the Black Sea
ecosystem taken into account? Does the fact that these steel pipes remain in water
for years has an effect on the sea? If has, what are they? Are there any protective
measures? Most importantly, why are these lines constantly being diversified? The
most important reason for this diversification is energy security.

For example, the Turk Stream line was made with a perspective to deactivate
Ukraine as Turk Stream I and II and to eliminate the problems Russia had with
transit countries. We know that energy security is the first reason why Russia and
Russia’s supply area is secured and at the same time the demand side remains
silent on the issue. Because Europe does not want to freeze in the middle of
winter. At this point, it is necessary to ask: Who defends the right of the Black Sea
as the sea?

It is mentioned that the continuous increase in ship traffic and the
transportation of fossil fuels. Although natural gas is classified in the green energy
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category by the European Union in 2022, it is a fossil fuel. Yes, the footprint it
left is not as high as coal and oil, but it still leaves a footprint and moreover, it is
constantly reinforcing the dependence on fossils. Two issues arise here. The first
of these is that military security is defined with a people oriented and cold state
mind, and the second is that energy security is defined in a way that reinforces the
consumption of fossil fuels, with a perspective that puts aside discussions such as
climate justice and climate crisis, and considers these discussions as luxury. At this
point, there are realities such as although the energy companies make forestation
work in the x region or treat the water they use, they can install huge steel pipes
in a region like the Black Sea and they can destroy the Northern Marmara Forests.
In May 2022, the European Commission said that they would make some new
targets for the climate crisis and emphasized: “Yes, we may have to use coal for
longer than expected.” This is not an apology; it is a statement of determination.
So, on what basis was this determination made? While planning the fight against
the climate crisis, if it is true to say that neither war, flood nor drought will occur,
it is seen that they have made their target in a future envisioning that nothing will
happen and everything will go very well. If a war broke out, independently of the
parties, weapons were also sent to the countries besides the so-called criticism. If
Brussels or Washington say that Russia is already an occupier and do not consider
the impact of the weapons they sent here on the climate crisis, it is obvious that
we need to question justice, climate and human again.

Measures are being taken to remove Russia from the European energy map,
but this has the side effect of continuing to use coal. Dependence on fossil fuels
continues. It is possible to continue to buy liquefied natural gas (LNG) from a
greater distance instead of Russia. However, at this point, the carbon footprint
that emerges in overcoming the increasing distance is not discussed. It is a
scientific fact that the climate crisis is caused by human activities. And it should
not exceed 1.5-2 degrees. One of the main problems here is not the punishment
of Russia invading Ukraine, the ability of NATO to make an appearance or the
ability of Brussels and Ankara to buy gas uninterruptedly, but the fact that it is not
questioned what happened to the Black Sea while these are happening and/or
steps are being taken for these to happen.

As a result, the interests and demands of the state and people are prioritized
in security and energy security, that is, there is an people oriented approach.
This perspective is very dominant in the discipline of international relations and
energy studies. Under these conditions, unfortunately, it becomes very difficult to
be hopeful neither for the future of the Black Sea nor for the future of the world.
The Ukraine War has shown that the activities such as scientific studies etc. under
the umbrella of the UN can be put aside in an instant. The damage to the Ukrainian
ecosystem has been made less important than winning the war. The collapse of
Russia was seen as more important than the climate crisis and the Black Sea. For
this reason, in the fight against the climate crisis and in ensuring climate justice,
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it is necessary to question both this view of military security, and energy habits
and energy security; and to create a new order by objecting to the existing one.
Otherwise, it seems like we will be the reason why many living things go through
hell, together with ourselves.
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Marmara Denizi’nin Karadeniz’e Etkisi

Levent Artiiz

Bir sorgulamayla baglamak istiyorum. Biz kiiresel iklim degisikligi dolayisiyla 6nii-
miizdeki giinlerde goriilmesi muhtemel olan su veya gida sikintimizi acaba nasil
yasayacag1z? Kiiresel iklim degisikligiyle ilgili olan sorunlari, 6rnegin Karadeniz'de
1970’lerin sonunda atilan varillerle bir ¢opliik olarak kabullendigimiz Karadeniz
baglaminda m1 yasayacagiz? Veyahut da panellerin basina, bakanligin sonuna bir
“iklim degisikligi” ibaresi koyup da senelerce “Karadeniz ve Marmara’y1 Tuna kirle-
tiyor” seklinde aldatildigimiz gibi bir iklim krizi veya iklim degisikligi catis1 altinda
yerel sorunlarin bir yorgan gibi értiilmesini mi saglamaya calisacagiz?

Daha yalin bir sekilde tariflemek gerekirse, insanin bir yaslanma siireci var.
Yaslanma siireci boyunca yaglanmamak i¢in gerekli olan tedavileri, ilaglar kulla-
niyoruz. Ama igeride bir yerlerde kanser oldugunu diisiiniin. Ilk nce halletmemiz
gereken kanserli dokular degil mi? Hastalig1 bos verip kozmetige mi yonelecegiz?
Orman yanginlarini kiiresel 1snmadan dolay1 m1 bu kadar biiyiik boyutlarda ya-
styoruz? Veyahut yangin séndiirme ugag1 alinmadigindan dolay1 mi? i¢gme suyu-
muzu Kizilirmak’ta veya daha tipik 6rnegi ile Ergene’de oldugu gibi goz gore gore
mahvettigimiz icin mi su sorunu yasayacagiz? Yoksa kiiresel 1sinmadan dolay1 m1?
Veya Karadeniz'de deniz suyunda 1sinma var. Sicakliklar siirekli artiyor. Kiiresel
1sinmadan dolayr mi? Hayir degil. Ciinkii Marmara Denizi'nde oldugu gibi Kara-
deniz'de de bulaniklik yani askidaki kat1 madde oranlar artiyor. Ayni sizin giine-
sin altina koydugunuz koyu renk kaptaki su gibi, 3 tarafimiz1 ¢evreleyen 4 farkh
karakterdeki denizde su sicakliklarinda artis oluyor. Ama bunun sonucunda hala
kendi sorunlarimizdan cok, bakanligin isminin sonuna “kiiresel iklim degisikligi”
ibaresini koyarak, kendi 6z sorunlarimizin iizerinden atlayip kiiresel sorunlarin
pesinde kogmaya calisiyoruz. Bence sorgulanmasi gereken en 6nemli unsurlardan
bir tanesi bu!

Konum yazimin baghginda da yazdig1 gibi “Marmara Denizi'nin Karadeniz'e
etkisi.” Karadeniz, Marmara Denizi olmasa deniz karakterine sahip olamayacak
bir su kiitlesi buitiintidiir. Karadeniz'in jeolojik ge¢misi de bize bunu gosteriyor
(Artiiz et al. 2012). Fakat Karadeniz'in diger denizler, okyanuslar arasinda baglan-
tisin1 saglayan Marmara Denizi'ni, esasinda gercek bir deniz olarak degil, Kara-
deniz ile Akdeniz arasinda baglantiy1 saglayan bogazlar sistemi tizerindeki bir
genigleme olarak gorebiliriz (Artiiz et al. 2013). Marmara Denizi'nin hidrografik
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yapist da buranin denizden cok hali¢ karakteri tagidigini bize agik¢a gostermek-
tedir (Artiiz et al. 2010b). Yani biz esasinda Marmara Denizi'ni anlayabildigimiz
oranda Karadeniz'i de anlamis olacagiz. Simdi Marmara Denizinde biitiin diinya
denizlerinde olan koriolis giiciinden kaynaklanan dairesel akinti sistemi yerine
Karadeniz'in fazla gelen su biit¢esinden dolay1 dogu-bat1 dogrultusunda bir yiizey
akinti sistemiyle, ayn1 zamanda kiyisal topografiden ve siirtiinme direncinden do-
gan ters akintilar bulunmaktadir (Artiiz et al. 2010a). Bu akintilar balikei dilinde
orkoz olarak nitelendirilmektedir. Marmara Denizi baseninde bulunan ve iistte
Karadeniz kokenli, altta Akdeniz kokenli su kiitlelerinin iist tiste bulundugu, bir
anlamda diisey dogrultudaki bu iki farkl su kiitlesi, birbirinden bu iki su kiitlesi-
nin karisimindan olusan ve bu iki denizin karisimini biiyiik capta engelleyen bir
ara yiizey, bir interface ile birbirinden ayrilir (Artiiz et al. 2009). Yani st tarafta
diisiik yogunluklu, diisiik agirhikli Karadeniz kokenli su, alt tarafta da yiiksek yo-
gunluklu ve yiiksek agirlikli Akdeniz kokenli su bulunur (Artiiz et al. 2017). $6yle
nitelendirebiliriz: Marmara Denizi'nde iki farkh karakterdeki deniz birbirinin tize-
rinde yer alir. Binde 18-20 dolayinda tuzluluga sahip Karadeniz sularin1 Akdeniz’e
dogru tagtyan bu yiizey akintinin altinda ise Marmara ve Karadeniz'in tuz biitge-
sinin geregi olarak bati-dogu dogrultusunda bir dip akintis1 bulunmaktadir (Artiiz
et al. 2018a).

Esasinda bunlari, yani Marmara Denizi'nin 6zelliklerini anlatma sebebim, bu
akinti sistemi  ve Karadeniz'in tuz biitgesine ve ek olarak buharlagmaya bagh
olarak fazla gelen su biitcesine bagh olan Marmara Denizi'nin Akdeniz kokenli
alt akintis;, hem Marmara Denizi'nin hem de Karadeniz'in ciddi anlamda baginin
belasi olmaktadir.

Ozgiin &zelliklere devam edecek olursak, Marmara Denizi'nde yaz aylarinda
iist su tabakasi 25, hatta simdilerde 29 dereceler ile 6 derece arasinda, atmosferle
temasindan dolayl, bir sicakhik farkliigi gosterirken Marmara Denizinin alt
tabakasi, yani Akdeniz kokenli tabaka, ortalama 14.2 derecede sabit sicakhiga
sahiptir ve bu durum olustugu dénemden beri sabit olarak siiregelmistir (Artiiz
etal. 2014).

Ayni sekilde suda ¢6ziinmiis oksijen bakimindan da, atmosferle temasta olan
iist su tabakasi, yani Karadeniz kokenli su kiitlesi, oksijen bakimindan zengin an-
cak Akdeniz'den gelen, Akdeniz kokenli alt su kiitlesi ise ancak Akdeniz'de ihtiva
ettigi miktarda ¢oziinmiis oksijen tagiyabilmektedir. Bu da, fiziksel sartlara bakti-
g1z zaman, gazlarin suda ¢oziinebilirligi kurallarina gore, ki bu da ortamin yani
swinin sicakligi ve tuzluluguyla ters orantili bir sekilde seyreder, Bu su kiitlesinin
maksimum ihtiva edebilecegi ¢6ziinmiis oksijen miktari, hicbir gekilde 3.5 milig-
ram litreyi asamamaktadir (Artiiz et al. 2015).

Karadeniz'i de bunun i¢ine almak kaydiyla Marmara Denizi ve Karadeniz, dar
ve s1§ [stanbul Bogaz1 ile diger Okyanus bélgelerinden ve dar ve s1g Canakkale Bo-
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gaz1 ile de komgu su kiitlelerinden yahtlanmaktadir (Artiiz et al. 2016).

Mora yarimadasiyla Anadolu kitas1 arasinda yer alan siglik ile yine bir yalitlan-
ma ortaya cikmaktadir. Insan yapisi Siiveys Kanali ve Cebelitarik Bogaz ile diger
Okyanus’larla yalitlanmaktadir. Bu durum ayni zamanda da bu Okyanus’larla ma-
teryal aligverigine firsat verecek kapilar olusturmaktadir (Okay et al. 2007).

Dikey yonde baktigimiz zaman, yine Karadeniz ile Marmara Denizi arasinda
ve Karadeniz ile dogal olarak Akdeniz arasinda ii¢ tane Marmara Denizi'nin igin-
deki cukur ve ayni sekilde s1g bir istanbul Bogaz1 ve s1§ bir Canakkale Bogazi da
ciddi anlamda yalitlanmaya sebep olmaktadir. Ayn1 zamanda bu yapilar materyal
aligveriglerine izin verdikleri icin ortamdaki biyocesitliligi tesvik edebilecek bir
alani olusturmaktadirlar. Bu durum her iki tarafin da biyocesitliligine ¢ok cesitli
anlamda katki1 vermektedir. Bu baglamda Marmara Denizi'nin kirlenmesinin ta-
rihsel gelisimini izlemek, biiyiik bir hizla ilerleyen bir trenin penceresinden cev-
reyi gozlemeye benzetilebilir. Doga olaylarinin gelisimi icin cok kisa olan bu 32
yillik siirede, cevredeki olaylar ve degisimleri algilamak bir hayli giic ve zaman
alici olmustur. ~ Ancak bu durum bu sekilde algilanmamaktadir. Bunu da acikca
belirtmek gerek.

Yakin gecmiste Istanbul kentinin atiklarnin bertaraf edilmesinin cagdag bir
yapiya kavusturulmasi amaciyla Birlesmis Milletler Kalkinma Programi 6nceli-
ginde bir proje hazirlanir. Istanbul'un atiksu ve yagmur suyu drenajini konu alan
bu proje Istanbul Kanalizasyon Projesi olarak adlandirilir. Orijinal ad ile DAMOC
olarak adlandirlan bu proje bir konsorsiyum tarafindan hayata gecirilmigtir (Ar-
tiiz 2021). 1967-68 doneminde projeyle ilgili gerekli 6l¢timler yapilir ve 1971 se-
nesinde proje bitirilerek teslim edilir. S6z konusu proje, o giinkii sartlar altinda
atiklarin cagdas yontemler ile bertarafi esasina dayanmaktadir ve bir dizi aritma
tesisinin yapimini tavsiye etmektedir.

80'li yillarda politik amaclar ve oldubitti ile DAMOC projesi revize edilir. Yani
liberalizm kapidan girmis ve buna uygun olarak bu proje modifiye edilmistir.
Amag burada kalic1 ¢oziim getirmek yerine -ki zaten liberalizmin bir numarali
ilkesi de budur- goriiniir pisligi bir an 6nce hali altina stiptirmektir. Bu amacla ya-
banci Camp, Dresser ve MCKee firmalarn ile Tiirk Tekser firmasi konsorsiyumun-
da CAMP-TEKSER Istanbul Kanalizasyon Projesi Revizyonu Projesi hazirlatilir. Ar-
tik arntmalarin yerini 6n aritma garabeti almigtir. Ancak buradaki esas sorun, ki
Marmara denizini mahvetmis olan ve Karadeniz'i de Marmara Denizi'nin geldigi
durumun esigine getirmis olan durum, Akdeniz yoniinden gelip Marmara Denizi
canagimi doldurduktan sonra en iyi sartlar altinda bile sadece %10’u Karadeniz'e
ulagabilen alt akintinin, antilmamis veya yeterli aritilmamis atiklar icin seyrelme
ortami olarak kullanilmasi ve bu aritilmamig atiklarin Karadeniz’e taginmasi igin
kullanilmas cin fikrinin ortaya atilmis olmasidir. Yani buradaki amag “bir akinti
var ki biitiin fizik kurallan bir yana biz bu akintiya desarjimizi yapalim, atiklar
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eninde sonunda bu akinti vasitasiyla Karadeniz'e tagmacaktir” cin fikridir. S6z
konusu revizyonda aritma kavrami ortadan kaldirilmis, bu akil dig1 yontem ile
Marmara Denizi alt akintisinin tasiyici bant olarak, onlarin tanimiyla “konveyor”
olarak kullanilip, atiklarin antilmaksizin derin deniz degarji ad1 altinda buraya
basilip, bu yolla Karadeniz’e ulagtirmasi fikri ortaya atilmigtir. Zaten iller bankasi
tarafindan yapilan ¢alismada, bu fikrin o giinkii yayinlarda kabul edilemez oldugu
da ortaya konulmusgtur.

Karadeniz'deki kirlenme olaylarinin geregi gibi ciddiye alinmamasinin 6nemli
bir nedeni Karadeniz'in 180-200 metreden daha derin sularinin zehirli hidrojen
stilfiir icermesi ve buralarn belirli mikroorganizmalar disindaki canlilara yagam
olanag vermemesidir. Bu nedenle Karadeniz'e birakilacak atiklarin bu deniz
genelinde etkili olmayacag goriisii yaygindir. Bu tamamen sa¢ma bir goriistiir!
Ciinkii o katmandaki yasam, her ne kadar aerobik olsa da, yani oksijenle solu-
num yapilmasa da, ¢cok ciddi anlamda bir biyogesitlilige sahiptir. Evet, bu bakteri
biyogesitliligidir. Bizim isimize yaramamaktadir. Ama gercekte buras: doga acisin-
dan diinyanin en zengin biyocesitlilik olan bolgelerinden birini olugturmaktadir
(Artiiz ve Artiiz 2019; Artiiz ve Fricke 2018; Artiiz ve Golani 2018). Ne yaziktir ki bu
yanlig diigiincelerin sonucu olarak Marmara Bolgesi'nin evsel ve endiistriyel atik-
larinin uzaklastirilmasi, bu “6lit deniz ¢cukuruna” aktarilmas: prensibine dayandi-
rlmistir. Marmara Denizi alt akintisina birakilan bu aritilmamis ve/veya yeterli
aritilmamis atiklarin bityiik bir boliimiit Marmara’ya geri donecekse de, Karadeniz
esigini yalayarak Karadeniz canagina gececek miktarin dahi, Karadeniz Tiirk kita
sahanliginin belki de en verimli alanini olumsuz etkilemis oldugu ortadadir. Zaten
daha once ve bugiin itibariyle dinledigim konugmalarda da hep Karadeniz ile ilgili
soylemlerin icinde gerek istilaci tiirler gerek Karadeniz'deki sicaklik degisimleri
gerekse de Karadeniz'deki belirli tiirlerin popiilasyonlarindaki eksiklikler, 1989'da
uygulamaya konulan Marmara Denizi alt akintisinin konveyor olarak kullanilmasi
prensibinin uygulamasinin hemen sonrasindadir (Artiiz et al. 2008).

Peki derin deniz desarji gercekte nedir? Bakanligin verdigi su kirliligi kont-
rolii yonetmeliginde derin deniz desarjy; yeterli aritma kapasitesine sahip oldugu
miihendislik ¢calismalarcyla tespit edilen alict ortamlarda denizin seyreltme ve dogal
arwma siireglerinden faydalanmak amaceyla atik sularin sahillerden belirli uzaklik-
larda deniz dibine boru ve difiizirlerle desarj edilmesini, diye tanimlanarak devam
eder. Buradaki difiizor bir nevi “dus baghg1"dir. Yani atiklarin daha seyrelterek dagil-
masiny, yiizey alanin bityiiterek desarjini saglamaya yonelik fiziksel bir eylemdir!

Marmara Denizi hari¢ Karadeniz'de ve diger denizlerde ognografik dagilima,
yani temel parametrelere bakildig1 zaman, baskin unsurun yogunluk oldugu go-
riliir. Marmara Denizi hari¢ neredeyse tiim denizlerde en altta en yogun, dogal
olarak en agir su, en iistte de en hafif en az yogun olan su ve yukar1 dogru azalma
gosteren bir yogunluk gradyenti gozlenir. Ancak Marmara Denizi'nde iki farkl de-
niz, iki farkli su kiitlesi, birbirlerinin tistiinde bulundugundan dolay1 ve desarjin
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ongoriildiigi derinliklerde Akdeniz suyu oldugunu varsayacak olursak, ki cogun-
lukla 6yle olmuyor ama 6yle olmasi yonetmeliklerde 6ngoriiliiyor, burada zaten
fiziki olarak bir derin deniz desarji yapma olanaginin bulunmadig: goriilecektir.
Buraya yapilacak tiim desarjlar Marmara Denizi'ni bir aritma tesisinin éniindeki
¢okertme havuzuna cevirecek ve Marmara Denizi'ni kirlettigimiz oranin %10’u da
Karadeniz ile bulusacaktir. Kalan %go’lik kismi Marmara Denizi'nin i¢inde yii-
zeyden yukar ve agagidan yiizeye olan akintilarla, yani konvergens ve divergens
akintilarla, Marmara Denizi icerisinde doniip duracak ve bunlarin az bir béliimii
de Ege’ye ulasacaktir (Arabaci et al. 2015). Yani esasinda Marmara Denizi'ni bu
hale getirirken esas amacimiz burada zaten bir 6lii deniz olarak kabul ettigimiz
Karadeniz'i gercekte de 6ldiirmektir!

Bunu nereden anhyoruz?

Hemen miisilaj krizi 6ncesinde, bu projelerin “babalar1” olan kisilerin yapmus
olduklar réportajlardan bir izlek gormekteyiz. Mesela ne diyor Cemal Saydam:

“Ozellikle uzmanlik alanim Istanbul Bogazi, bogazlar, bogazlar-Hali¢, daha
dogrusu Tiirk denizleri. Ama burada kanalizasyona gidip veyahut da tuvalete gidip
sifonu cektiginizde o kanalizasyonun gidisiyle ilgili benim ekip bast oldugum ekip
senelerdir calismugtur. ISKI adina. Mesela bogazt dirt defa al bayrak kirmuzist rengi-
ne boyanusg bir ekibin bagyum. Hi¢biriniz bunu duymadinuz etmediniz, duymaniza
da gerek yok. Biz isimizi yapwyorus, yetkili yerlere veriyoruz sonuglarmmizi onlar da
wyguluyorlar ama hakikaten kanalizasyon desarjiun iste seyleri benimdir diyebili-
rim diyor. Iste eskiden %100 Marmara’mn yiizeyine ulastyordu, atiklardan bahsedi-
yor, ti¢ aylik dinamik bunu kurtartyordu. Simdi alt suya veriliyor ve Karadeniz'e dog-
ruyola devam ediyor. Karadeniz’i kirletir mi falan demeyin, kirletmez dyle bir imkant
yok yolda sonsuz seyrelmeye ugruyor (Yeni Insan 2019)”.

Yani ben fizik ve kimya bilgimle sonsuz seyrelme diye bir kavramin oldugunu
aciklayamiyorum! Onun yorumunu size birakiyorum. Yine benzer bir réportajda
Saydam: “Sadece bunlarla da kalmadi. Istanbul bogazinn altint dirt kez de al bay-
rak kirmuzist rengine boyadik. Diinyada yapumus en kapsaml boyama idi. Ki burada
da yapilan bu akmtiun Karadeniz'e gittigini ispatlamak. Nedeni yine basitti sistemi
anlanugtik nasil davranacagun kestirebiliyorduk ama yine de bu deneyleri yapmak
zorundaydik. Yapryorduk ve elbette beklenen olumlu sonuglart alyyorduk. Evet Kara-
deniz’in hali de belli bir deney yapdd: ve bugiinkii duruma geldi. Iste bu nedenlerle
saymn Bedrettin Dalan’in baglattigi ve o zamanmn ISKI miidiirii atom damali, temel
belek gibi isimlerin de sessiz arka plan mimarlart oldugu bu proje saat gibi tikur tikir
calisir. Evet yani saati hangi amacgla baktiginiza bagl tiker tikur ¢alistyor 32 senede
Marmara denizini yok ettik. Karadeniz’i de yok etmenin tamamen esigine getirdik.
Neden de basit, aklin yolu bir, bilimin gosterdigi yoldan gidersen sonug sasmaz da
ondan (Ordu Kent 2019).” diyen sonug ciimlesiyle ibret verici roportaj bitiyor.
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Yine ayni roportaj icinde soyle diyor Saydam:

“Yani oksijensiz kosullar olustu olusacak Marmara denizinde. Marmara denizi-
ne giren kanalizasyon sulart bojazin altt araclige ile Karadeniz'e gonderilmeseydi
zaten goktan oksijensiz kalmugt. Yani Marmara oksijensiz kalmasn diye Karadeniz’e
oksijen kalsin diye Karadeniz'in altina sular gonderildi. Ben bundan onu anltyorum.
Ikide bir diyorum ama bu giinleri saymn Bedrettin Dalan, saym Atom Damalt’ya sa-
ywn Temel Belek’e ve eminim ki isimlerini bilmedigim ekibine de bor¢lu oldugumuszu
unutmaym (Ordu Kent 2019)".

Evet, bu kisilere de borcluyuz Karadeniz'in ve Marmara Denizi'nin ve yakin
zamanda Saroz'dan baglamak iizere Ege'nin geleceginin hazin durumunu! Velhasil
tiim itirazlara, bilimsel kars1 cikiglara ve projeksiyonlara ragmen proje “Hali¢’i Goz-
lerimin Renginde Yapacagum” slogani ile proje hayata gecirilmeye baslandi. Tiim
itirazlara ragmen, 1989 senesi baginda ilk desarj bagladi. ik desarj bagladiktan
sonra, ¢cok uzun bir siire¢ yasandi; Marmara Denizi kipkirmizi oldu. Marmara De-
nizi'nde balik 6liimleri, denizanasi istilalari oldu. Marmara Denizi yemyesil, turku-
az oldu. Biiyiik balik, kiiciik balik tartismalar oldu. “Liiferim nerede” tartismalari
oldu. 2017'de bir miisilajla kargilastik. Gecen sene, 2021'de, miisilajla karsilagtik.
Marmara Denizi o giinden bugiine kelimenin tam anlamiyla belini dogrultama-
d1. Bu siireg 1989 senesinde bagladi. 1989 Ekim ayinda Marmara Denizi tarihinde
ilk defa Sarayburnu-Tuzla-Adalar iicgeninde kitlesel balik 6liimleriyle kargilagild.
Burada 6lenler sadece baliklar degildi, baliklarin yani sira ¢ok sayida farkli deniz
canlilarini da kaybettik.

Kirlenme olgusunun bilinen 3 fazi vardir. Bu siiregler biitiinii “olumsuz gartlar
kurali” (Pessimum conditions rule) olarak tanimlanir (Artiiz et al. 2018b) Normal
bir sucul ortam1  zengin bir tiir gesitliligi vardr. {lk sathada kirletici unsurlar ali-
c1 ortama verirsiniz, dayanabilen tiirler kalirlar, dayanamayan tiirler ya oray: terk
ederler veyahut da oliirler. Tkinci sathada mevcut olan tiirlerin, yani dayanabilen
tiirlerin, fert adetlerinde artig olur. Bu ikinci sathayl, Marmara Denizi'nin kipkir-
mizi olmasi, yemyesil olmasi ve son miisilaj olayinda izledik. Uciincii sathaya gel-
digimizde; hi¢c de nemsenmeyecek miktarda bir kirletici bu ortama yiiklendigi
zaman, ortam biyotik ortamdan abiyotik ortama, yani canli ortamdan cansiz or-
tama doniisiir. Bu sathaya da ne yazik ki 2020 senesi sonunda Ergene desarjinin
baglamast ile girilmigtir. Tarim Orman Bakanligimin 2013 senesinde yayinladig
raporunda da Ergene desarji bagladiktan sonra Marmara Denizi toplam kirlilik
yiikiiniin 3.5 kat artacagi acikea belirtilmigtir. Bu 3.5 katin da Karadeniz'deki etkisi
de kendini gosterecektir. Yani bir anlamda Ergene desarji Karadeniz'in sonu ola-
caktir. Zira Ergene desarj1 fiilen bagladiktan sonra bunu acikca gosteren siirecler
Karadeniz genelinde gozlenmeye bagladi.

Karadeniz'in durumuna geldigimizde karsilastigimiz manzara sudur: Soyle-
nen ve iddia edilenlerin aksine, Marmara Denizi bir aritma tesisinin ¢okertme ha-
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vuzu olarak kullanilmakta ve Karadeniz basta olmak iizere komsu denizleri ciddi
sekilde etkilemektedir. Biyolojik koridor olarak nitelenebilecek bogazlar sistemi,
bu gorevinden ¢cok Marmara Denizi'nin kirliligini komsu denizlere tasima isini
gerceklestirmektedirler. Bu baglamda Karadeniz'de kirlilik bazinda, ge¢cmiste Mar-
mara Denizi genelinde yaganan olgular su anda kendini géstermektedir. Ozellikle
Ergene derin deniz degarjinin siirdiiriilmesi durumunda, ¢ok kisa bir siire icerisin-
de Karadeniz, Marmara Denizi ile ayn1 akibeti paylasacaktir. Biz Marmara Deni-
zi'ni taammiiden, bilerek isteyerek oldiirdiik. $imdi de Karadeniz'i berbat etmek
icin ciddi anlamda ¢aba harciyoruz! Ama unutmayalim ki yok ettigimiz sadece
denizlerimiz degil bizim gelecegimizdir.
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I want to start with a questioning. How are we going to experience our water or
food shortage, which is likely to be seen in the coming days due to global climate
change? Are we going to experience problems related to global climate change,
for example, in the context of the Black Sea, which we accepted as a dump with
the barrels thrown in the late 1970s? Or are we trying to ensure that local problems
are covered like a quilt under the roof of a climate crisis or climate change, as we
were deceived for years by saying “The Danube is polluting the Black Sea and the
Marmara Sea” for years and putting the phrase “climate change” at the beginning
of the panels and at the end of the name of the ministry?

To describe it more simply, human has an aging process. During the aging
process, we use the necessary treatments and drugs to avoid aging. But imagine
there’s cancer inside somewhere. Isn't it the cancerous tissues that we have to deal
with first? Shall we ignore the disease and turn to cosmetics? Are we experien-
cing forest fires on such a large scale because of global warming? Or because the
firefighting aircraft is not bought? Are we going to have a water problem because
we openly ruin our drinking water in the Kizilirmak or, more typically, in Ergene?
Or is it because of global warming? Or there is warming in sea water in the Black
Sea. Temperatures are constantly rising. Is it because of global warming? No, it
is not. Because, as in the Sea of Marmara, turbidity, that is, the suspended solids
ratio, increases in the Black Sea, and just like the water in the dark container you
put under the sun, there is an increase in water temperatures in the seas with 4
different characters surrounding 3 sides of us. However, as a result of this, we still
try to jump over our own problems and pursue global problems, rather than our
own problems, by putting the phrase “global climate change” at the end of the mi-
nistry’s name. I think this is one of the most important elements to be questioned!

My subject is “The effect of the Marmara Sea on the Black Sea” as it says in
the title of my article. The Black Sea is a body of water masses that would not
have the character of a sea without the Sea of Marmara. The geological history
of the Black Sea also shows us this (Artiiz et al. 2012). However, we can see the
Marmara Sea, which connects the Black Sea with other seas and oceans, not as
a real sea, but as an expansion on the straits system that connects the Black Sea
to the Mediterranean (Artiiz et al. 2013). The hydrographic structure of the Sea of
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Marmara clearly shows us that this place has an estuary character rather than a
sea (Artiiz et al. 2010b). In other words, we can understand the Black Sea as much
as we understand the Sea of Marmara. Now, instead of the circular current system
originating from the coriolis power, which exists all over the world’s seas, there is
a surface current system in the east-west direction due to the excess water budget
of the Black Sea, as well as countercurrents arising from coastal topography and
frictional resistance in the Sea of Marmara (Artiiz et al. 2010a). These currents are
called orkoz [undertow] in the language of fishers. These two different water mas-
ses in the vertical direction, which are located in the Marmara Sea basin and have
Black Sea origin at the top and Mediterranean origin water mass at the bottom,
separate from each other with an interface consisting of a mixture of these two
water masses and preventing the mixing of these two seas to a large extent (Artiiz
et al. 2009). In other words, there is low-density, low-weight Black Sea origin water
on the upper side, and high-density and high-weight Mediterranean origin water
at the bottom (Artiiz et al. 2017). We can describe it as follows: In the Sea of Mar-
mara, two different seas lie on top of each other. Under this surface current, which
carries the Black Sea waters, which have a salinity of 18-20 per thousand, towards
the Mediterranean, there is an undercurrent in the west-east direction because of
the salt budget of the Marmara and Black Seas (Artiiz et al. 2018a).

In fact, the reason why I am telling these, namely the characteristics of the
Sea of Marmara, is that this current system and the Mediterranean-origin under-
current of the Marmara Sea, which is dependent on the salt budget of the Black
Sea and additionally the excess water budget due to evaporation, cause trouble to
both the Marmara Sea and the Black Sea.

If we continue with the original features, the upper water layer in the Marma-
ra Sea shows a temperature difference between 25 degrees (even now 29 degrees)
and 6 degrees in summer, due to its contact with the atmosphere, while the lower
layer of the Marmara Sea, that is, the Mediterranean origin layer, has a constant
temperature at an average of 14.2 degrees and this situation has been constant
since its formation (Artiiz et al. 2014).

Likewise, in terms of dissolved oxygen in the water, the upper water layer in
contact with the atmosphere, that is, the Black Sea origin water body, is rich in
oxygen but the Mediterranean origin lower water body coming from the Mediter-
ranean can only carry dissolved oxygen in the amount it contains in the Mediter-
ranean. And this, when you look at the physical conditions, becomes according
to the rules of solubility of gases in water, which is inversely proportional to the
temperature and salinity of the medium. The maximum amount of dissolved oxy-
gen that this water body can contain can never exceed 3.5 milligram liters (Artiiz
et al. 2015).

Including the Black Sea, the Sea of Marmara and the Black Sea are isolated
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from the narrow and shallow Bosporus and other Ocean regions, and from neigh-
boring water bodies with the narrow and shallow Dardanelles Strait (Artiiz et al.
2016).

With the shallowness between the Peloponnese peninsula and the Anatolian
continent, an isolation emerges again. It is isolated from other Oceans with the
human-made Suez Canal and the Strait of Gibraltar. This situation also creates
the gates that will allow material exchange with these Oceans (Okay et al. 2007).

When we look in the vertical direction, again between the Black Sea and the
Marmara Sea, and naturally between the Black Sea and the Mediterranean, th-
ree trenches in the Sea of Marmara, as well as a shallow Bosphorus Strait and a
shallow Dardanelles, cause serious isolation. At the same time, these structures
create an area that can promote biodiversity in the environment, as they allow
material exchange. This situation contributes to the biodiversity of both sides in a
wide variety of ways. In this context, observing the historical development of the
pollution of the Sea of Marmara can be compared to observing the environment
from the window of a train moving at great pace. In this 32-year period, which is
very short for the development of natural events, it has been very difficult and ti-
me-consuming to perceive the events and changes in the environment. However,
this situation is not perceived as such. This should be clearly stated.

In the recent past, a project was prepared under the guidance of the United
Nations Development Program in order to provide a modern structure for the
disposal of the wastes of the city of Istanbul. This project, which was dealing with
the wastewater and storm water drainage of Istanbul, was called the Istanbul
Sewerage Project. This project, originally called DAMOC, was implemented by a
consortium (Artiiz 2021). Necessary measurements were made for the project in
the 1967-68 period, and the project was completed and delivered in 1971. The afo-
rementioned project was based on the disposal of wastes with modern methods
under the conditions of that time and recommended the construction of a series
of treatment plants.

In the 8os, the DAMOC project was revised for political purposes and with
fait accompli. In other words, liberalism entered through the door and this proje-
ct was modified accordingly. The aim here was to paper over as soon as possible
instead of providing a permanent solution, which is the number one principle
of liberalism. For this purpose, CAMP-TEKSER Istanbul Sewerage Project Revision
Project was prepared in a consortium of foreign companies Camp, Dresser and
MCKee and Turkish Tekser company. Now pre-treatment has taken the place of
treatments. But the main problem, which has destroyed the Sea of Marmara and
brought the Black Sea to the brink of the same situation as the Sea of Marmara,
here is the genie idea to use the undercurrent that comes from the Mediterranean
direction, and after filling the basin of the Sea of Marmara, only 10% of which can
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reach the Black Sea even under the best conditions, as a dilution environment for
untreated or insufficiently treated wastes and transporting these untreated wastes
to the Black Sea. In other words, the purpose here is the genie idea that “there is
a current, let’s leave all the physics rules aside and discharge into this current, the
wastes will eventually be transported to the Black Sea through this current.” In
the aforementioned revision, the concept of treatment was removed, and with
this irrational method, the idea of using the undercurrent of the Marmara Sea as
a conveyor belt, as their definition, as a “conveyor”, and sending the wastes here
under the name of deep-sea discharge without treatment, and transporting them
to the Black Sea in this way was put forward. In fact, with the study carried out by
the Iller Bank, it was revealed that this idea was unacceptable in the publications
of that day.

An important reason why the pollution events in the Black Sea are not taken
seriously is the fact that the waters deeper than 180-200 meters in the Black Sea
contain toxic hydrogen sulfide and do not enable living things other than certain
microorganisms to live. For this reason, it is common opinion that the wastes to
be left to the Black Sea will not be effective in this sea. This is a completely non-
sensical opinion! Because the life in that layer, even though it is aerobic, that is,
no respiration with oxygen, has a very serious biodiversity. Yes, this is bacterial
biodiversity. It is no use to us. But in reality, this is one of the world’s richest bio-
diversity regions in terms of nature (Artiiz and Artiiz 2019; Artiiz and Fricke 2018;
Artiiz and Golani 2018). Unfortunately, as a result of these wrong thoughts, the
removal of the domestic and industrial wastes of the Marmara Region is based on
the principle of transferring them to this “dead-sea trench”. Although a large part
of this untreated and/or insufficiently treated waste left to the undercurrent of the
Marmara Sea will return to the Marmara, it is obvious that even the amount that
will pass into the Black Sea basin by licking the Black Sea threshold has adversely
affected perhaps the most productive area of the Black Sea Turkish continental
shelf. In fact, both invasive species, temperature changes in the Black Sea, and
the decrease in the populations of certain species in the Black Sea are among the
discourses about the Black Sea, in the speeches I have listened to before and as
of today, and these are immediately after the implementation of the principle of
using the Marmara Sea undercurrent as a conveyor, which was put into practice in
1989 (Artiiz et al. 2008).

So, what really is a deep-sea discharge? In the water pollution control regula-
tion issued by the Ministry, deep-sea discharge is defined as the discharge of was-
tewater to the seabed at certain distances from the coasts with pipes and diffusers
in order to benefit from the dilution and natural treatment processes of the sea in
receiving environments determined by engineering studies to have sufficient treat-
ment capacity. The diffuser here is a kind of “shower head”. In other words, it is a
physical action aimed at diluting and dispersing the wastes, increasing the surface
area and ensuring their discharge!
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When the oceanographic distribution, that is, the basic parameters, is exa-
mined in the Black Sea and other seas except the Marmara Sea, it is seen that the
dominant factor is density. In almost all seas except the Marmara Sea, a density
gradient decreasing upwards is observed with the densest, naturally heaviest wa-
ter at the bottom, and the lightest, least dense water at the top. However, if we
assume that there is Mediterranean water at the depths where the discharge is
foreseen, since two different seas, two different water bodies are on top of each
other in the Sea of Marmara, which is often not the case but is stipulated in the
regulations, it will be seen that there is no physical possibility to make a deep-sea
discharge here. All discharges to be made here will turn the Marmara Sea into a
settling basin in front of a treatment plant, and 10% of the rate at which we pollute
the Marmara Sea will meet with the Black Sea. The remaining 90% will be circu-
lating in the Marmara Sea with the currents from the surface up and from below
to the surface, that is, with convergent and divergent currents, and a small part of
them will reach the Aegean (Arabaci et al. 2015). In other words, while making the
Sea of Marmara this way, our main goal here is to actually kill the Black Sea, which
we already consider to be a dead sea!

How do we understand this?

Just before the mucilage crisis, we see a path from the interviews of the “fat-
hers” of these projects. For example, what does Cemal Saydam say:

“Especially my area of expertise is the Bosporus, the straits, the straits-Golden
Horn, or rather the Turkish seas. But when you go to the sewerage or go to the toilet
and flush at the toilet, the team that I was the head of, worked for years. On behalf of
ISKI [Istanbul Water and Sewerage Administration]. For example, I was the head of
a team that painted the Bosporus red of the Turkish flag four times. None of you have
heard of it, and you don’t need to. We do our job, we give our results to the authorized
places and they implement them, but I can really say that the things about sewerage
discharge are mine. In the past, 100% was reaching the surface of the Marmara (tal-
king about the waste) and the three-month dynamic was saving it. Now it is given to
the lower water and continues on its way to the Black Sea. Do not say whether it will
pollute the Black Sea or something, there is no such possibility, it undergoes infinite
dilution on the way (Yeni Insan 2019).”

So, with my knowledge of physics and chemistry, I cannot explain that there
is a concept of infinite dilution! I leave its interpretation to you. In a similar inter-
view, Saydam says:

“It’s not just these. We painted the bottom of the Bosporus in red of the Turkish
flag four times. It was the most comprehensive painting ever done in the world. And
done here is to prove that this current goes to the Black Sea. The reason was still simp-
le, we understood the system, we could predict how it would behave, but we still had to
do these experiments. We were doing it and of course we were getting the expected po-
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sitive results. Yes, a certain experiment was made and the state of the Black Sea has
reached its present situation. For these reasons, this project, initiated by Mr. Bedrettin
Dalan and in which names such as ISKI director Atom Damalt and Temel Belek were
silent background architects at that time, works like clockwork. Yes, the clock works
perfectly depending on what you look at it for. We eliminated the Marmara Sea in 32
years. We brought the Black Sea to the brink of elimination. Why is it simple, great
minds think alike, if you follow the path shown by science, the result will not be wrong
(Ordu Kent 2019).” The exemplary interview ends with this concluding sentence.

Again, in the same interview Saydam says:

“So, the oxygen-free conditions in the Marmara Sea are very close. If the sewera-
gewaters entering the Marmara Sea were not sent to the Black Sea via the Bosporus,
it would have already been without oxygen. In other words, water was sent under the
Black Sea so that oxygen remains in the Black Sea and the Marmara doesn’t remain
without oxygen. I understand it from that. I say constantly, but do not forget that we
owe these days to Mr. Bedrettin Dalan, Mr. Atom Damali, Mr. Temel Belek and, I am
sure, others in his team, whose names I do not know (Ordu Kent 2019).”

Yes, we owe these people the sad state of the Black Sea and the Sea of Marma-
ra, and the future of the Aegean, starting with Saros soon! In short, despite all ob-
jections, scientific objections and projections, the project started to be implemen-
ted with the slogan “I Will Make the Golden Horn in the Color of My Eyes.” Despite
all the objections, the first discharge started at the beginning of 1989. After the first
discharge started, there was a very long process and the Sea of Marmara turned
red. There were fish deaths and jellyfish invasions in the Sea of Marmara. The Sea
of Marmara became green as grass and turquoise. There was a big fish, small fish
debate. There were discussions on “where is my bluefish”. In 2017, we encountered
a mucilage. Last year, in 2021, we encountered mucilage. The Sea of Marmara has
not been able to recover literally since then. This process started in 1989. In Octo-
ber 1989, for the first time in the history of the Marmara Sea, mass fish deaths were
encountered in the Sarayburnu-Tuzla-Adalar triangle. It wasn't just fish that died
here, we lost many different sea creatures as well as fish.

There are 3 known phases of the contamination phenomenon. The whole of
these processes is defined as the “Pessimum conditions rule” (Artiiz et al. 2018b). A
normal aquatic environment has a rich diversity of species. In the first phase, you
release the pollutants into the receiving environment, the resistant species remain
and the non-resistant species either leave or die. In the second phase, there is an
increase in the number of individuals of the existing species, that is, the species
that are resistant. We observed this second phase when the Sea of Marmara beca-
me red, green and in the last mucilage event. In the third stage, when a negligible
amount of pollutant is loaded into this environment, the environment transforms
from a biotic environment to an abiotic environment, that is, from a living envi-
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ronment to a non-living environment. Unfortunately, this phase was entered at
the end of 2020 with the start of the Ergene discharge. In the report published
by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry in 2013, it was clearly stated that the
total pollution load of the Marmara Sea will increase 3.5 times after the Ergene
discharge begins. The effect of this 3.5 times will also show itself in the Black Sea.
So, in a sense, the Ergene discharge will be the end of the Black Sea. Because, after
the Ergene discharge actually started, processes that clearly show this began to be
observed throughout the Black Sea.

The scene we encounter when we look at the situation in the Black Sea is this:
Contrary to what is said and claimed, the Marmara Sea is used as a settling basin
of a treatment plant and seriously affects the neighboring seas, especially the Bla-
ck Sea. Straits system, which can be described as a biological corridor, rather than
this task, carries out the task of transporting the pollution of the Marmara Sea to
the neighboring seas. In this context, on the basis of pollution in the Black Sea,
the phenomena experienced throughout the Marmara Sea in the past are now
showing themselves. Especially if the Ergene deep-sea discharge is continued, the
Black Sea will share the same fate with the Marmara Sea in a very short time. We
killed the Sea of Marmara willfully, deliberately. Now we are making a serious ef-
fort to spoil the Black Sea! But let’s not forget that what we are destroying is not
only our seas, but our future.
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Bir Gemi Kaptaninin Giincesi

Halil Keskin

Atlas Okyanusu'ndan selamlar, bu yazida denizden Karadeniz'e bir bakis ataca-
gim. Ben Karadeniz’de dogdum. Universiteyi bitirinceye kadar da oradaydim.
Meslek hayatimin bir kismini da bazen siirekli bazen de ¢ok seyrek olarak Kara-
deniz'de gecirdim.

Karadeniz cografik yapisi farkli olan kapali bir denizdir. Istanbul Bogaz1 ve Ca-
nakkale Bogaz1'yla Akdeniz’e acilir ama bu agildig1 kanallar yani bogazlar ¢ok dar-
dir. Karadeniz 700 metre genisliginde ve 35-40 metre derinligiyle baska denizlere
acilmaktadir. Bu nedenle burada iyi sirkiilasyon olmaz. Biiyiikliigii 460 bin kilo-
metrekare olan ve biiyiik bir deniz sayilan Karadeniz, dogal olarak kendini temiz-
leyebilen bir deniz degildir. Igeriginde ve 150 metrenin altinda énemli oranda hid-
rojen siilfiir vardir. Bu anlamda yagam alani ¢cok dardir, sadece iistte 100-150 metre
civarinda bir yasam alani soz konusudur. Dar bir kanalla basgka yere acilan bir
deniz oldugundan deniz kirliligi standartlarinda 6zel deniz kapsamina alinmistir.
Karadeniz'de biyolojik ve kimyasal kirlilik de olusmaktadir. Dinyeper, Dinyester ve
Tuna nehirleri vasitasiyla, Kuzey Avrupanin biiyiik kimyasal kirliligi Karadeniz'e
tasinmaktadir. Bunlarin yaninda bir de biz denizcilere atfedilen bazi seyler vardir.
Bunu biraz da kendimizi, gemileri aklamak adina s6ylemek isterim. Gemilerin de
olusturdugu bir kirlilik var elbette ama gemilerin olusturdugu kirlilikte kimyasal
kirlilik ¢ok yoktur aslinda. Gemilerden yapilan kabul edilebilir, minimal diizeyde
ve kontrol altinda bir kirletmedir. Ashinda gemilerin asil sebep oldugu sey biyolo-
jik kirliliktir. Yani ttirlerin balast sulariyla bir yerden bir yere tasinmasidir. Bunu
onlemek icin farkli yontemler gelistirildi. Su anda Ballast Water Treatment diye bir
sistem var. Balast suyu alinirken iyilestiriliyor ve iyilestirilerek basiliyor. Bu sayede
en azindan bir tiiriin bagka bir denizden, 6rnegin Kizildeniz'de bulunan bir tiiriin,
Karadeniz'e ya da Akdeniz’e taginmasi engellenmeye calisiliyor. Bu konuda olduk-
¢a basarili olundu. 2023 yili itibariyla diinyadaki biitiin gemiler bu sisteme ge¢mis
olacaklar. Kirletme konusunda gemilere su¢ cok rahat atilabiliyor. Yani hem he-
men suclanabiliyoruz, hem de kendimizi ¢ok savunamiyoruz. Karadeniz iilkele-
rinde denetim ¢ok zayif. Ozellikle Dogu Blok'u orijinli iilkelerde islemler yasa dig1
yollarla yapilabiliyor. Buna avcilik ve denizde kirlilige sebebiyet verecek eylemler
de dahildir. Zaten bu hususla iligkili olarak ti¢ nehirden, Tuna, Dinyeper ve Din-
yester'den, Karadeniz'e ¢ok ciddi anlamda kirlilik olusturacak atik gelmektedir.
Ancak bahsettigim gibi bu durumun biitiin yiikii gemilerin iizerine atilmaktadir.
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Tiirk denizcileri olarak biz okyanustan Akdeniz'e girdigimizde deriz ki: “Arka
bahceye geldik.” Karadeniz'e geldigimizde ise Karadeniz 6n bahcedir. Karadeniz'in
hangi limani olursa olsun, Romanya limanlar olabilir, Ukrayna limanlar olabilir,
Tiirkiye limanlar olabilir,' biz denizciler i¢in hangi limani olursa olsun, evin bah-
cesi gibidir Karadeniz. Biraz havas1 da farkhidir: Cabuk sertlesir ve aniden firtina
cikar, ama ayni sekilde firtina da ¢abuk diizelir. Cok kestirilemez bir havasi vardir,
hava durumunun tutturulma orani en diisitk Karadeniz'dedir. Havasi da biraz in-
sanina benzer.

flk basta bahsettigim gibi Karadeniz su kiitlesi olarak 2000 metre derinligi
ve 460 bin kilometrekare alani ile bityiik bir denizdir. Sadece bir tane bogazla,
700 metre genislikle ve 35 metre derinlikle bagka bir denize, Marmara'ya agilir.
Marmara Denizi de Canakkale Bogazi ile Akdeniz’e acilir. Bu sekilde Karadeniz'deki
sirkiilasyon saglanir. Karadeniz'den Marmara'ya bogazda tistten bir 15-20 metrelik
seviyede kuzeyden giineye akinti, onun altinda da giineyden kuzeye akinti
vardir. Ustten olan akint1 biraz daha siddetli ama alani biraz daha dar ve enlemi
yiiksektir. Bu akintiyla Karadeniz'deki tuzluluk orani sabitlenir. Yagan yagmurun
buharlagmasi ve akint1 sistemiyle olugan Karadeniz'in %1.3-%1.4 arasmda tuz yo-
gunlugu vardir. Bu oran sabit kalir. Tuzluluk yazdan ziyade bahar aylarinda eriyen
kar sular1 ve artan yagmurlar ile %0.7-%o0.8'lere gelir, ama en yogun oldugu za-
man bile %u.3'tiir. Insan eliyle, Kanal Istanbul gibi bir kanal daha acilirsa, bu ka-
nal muhtemelen kuzeyden giineye yeni akintilarin olusmasina neden olacaktur...
Karadeniz ile Marmara arasinda bir kot farki nedeniyle kuzeyden giineye iki akin-
t1, giineyden kuzeye ise alt kisimdan bir akinti ortaya ¢ikacaktir. Bu Karadeniz'in
hem miktar olarak alcalmasina, hem de daha 6nemlisi Karadeniz'de tuz oraninin
degismesine sebebiyet verecektir. Ciinkit Marmara daha tuzlu bir deniz ve tuz ora-
n1 %2'lerdedir. Akdeniz'de de tuz oram %z2.5'lerdedir. Boylesi bir akint1 kargisinda
Karadeniz'in tuzluluk oraninin artmasi kaginilmazdir, sonug olarak Karadeniz
daha tuzlu olacaktir. Artmasi olast goriinen bu tuzluluk, hamsi gibi balik popii-
lasyonunu da direkt etkileyecek, tiirlerin farklilasmasina yol acacaktir. Hatta belki
iireme oranlar diisecektir. Kanal istanbul ekosisteme ¢ok biiyiik ve ciddi oranda
zarar verecektir. Diger taraftan Kanal Istanbul projesinin kar ve zarar hesaplama-
lar da ¢ok tartigmalidir. Kanal Istanbul'un Karadeniz’in dogasi ve ekosistemin-
de tamiri miimkiin olmayacak zararlar ortaya ¢ikaracagi ongoriilebilirdir. Yakin
gecmiste yapilan Karadeniz sahil yolunun verdigi zararlar gibi, Kanal Istanbul'un
da cok ciddi sonuglan ortaya ¢ikacaktir. Su anda giindemimizde 6nemli bir konu
daha var: Miisilaj. Miisilaj dogal durumda sahillerde miisilajin olugsmasina sebep
olan protein zinciri dalgayla sahile vurur, dalga protein olusumunu sahile biraka-
rak geri cekilirdi. Bunun bir kismi giineste kurur, bir kismi da kuglara yem olurdu,
boylece kendi i¢inde yok olur gider, miisilaja doniismezdi. $imdi ise sahil bir duvar

1 Cok fazla Turkiye limani ve ticaretimiz yoktur bu arada Karadeniz’de. Samsun ve bir miktar da Ordu
vardir ama fazla sayilmaz.
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oldugu icin dalgalar miisilaj olusumuna sebep olan protein zincirini birakip do-
nemiyor. Duvara vurdugu icin simdi o birikiyor, birikiyor, birikiyor... Bundan do-
layy, sahil seridi {izerine yapilan miidahaleler ve Karadeniz Sahil Yolu miisilaj i¢in
bir sebep olmasa da, miisilajin bu kadar kalmasinin ve biiylimesinin en 6nemli
sebeplerinden biridir. Marmara'da ozellikle Istanbul sahillerindeki betonlagma
ve kordon denen seyin her tarafa yapilmasi da miisilaja sebeptir. Karadeniz'de de
sahil yolu Karadeniz'in sahillerini boydan boya beton haline getirdi. Bu ¢ok, ¢ok
ciddi bir sikint1 oldu. Biz hi¢bir zaman genel olarak Karadeniz'e yonelik ekolojik
anlamda bir politika iiretemedik. Sadece biz degil, buna biitiin Karadeniz iilkele-
ri de dahildir. Maalesef Karadeniz iilkeleri hem aralarindaki sikinti hem de lider
olabilecek herhangi bir iilke olmamas: sebebiyle biitiinliikcii bir politika iirete-
memistir. Kurulan ortakliklar olmustur ama onlar da ¢ok fonksiyonel olmamstir.

Yazin yolcu tagimaciligina ¢ok uygun olmasina ragmen Karadeniz'de, sade-
ce Tiirkiye'de degil biitiin Karadeniz'de, Ukrayna'da, Romanya'da, Bulgaristan'da,
yolcu tagimaciligi konusunda diizgiin bir politika uygulanmamistir. Yolcu ta-
stmacihigl 6nceden vardi. Ben de 1995 senesinde Trabzon'dan Istanbul’a Ankara
feribotuyla yolculuk yapmigtim. O yillarda feribot, Rize, Trabzon, Giresun, Sam-
sun ve Sinop’tan yolcu alip Istanbul’a gtiiriirdii. Carsamba giinii kalkar ve Istan-
bul’a varigt Cuma giinii olurdu. Feribot ¢ok yavas ve denizden etkilenirdi. Denize
dayanikl gemiler yapilmayinca, sartlar iyilegtirilmeyince 2000’lerin baginda yolcu
sayisindaki diistisle birlikte son seferini yaparak, seferden kaldirildi. Ne yazik ki
artik Karadeniz sadece ticaret tagimaciliginda kullaniliyor. Karadeniz'in sonuna
dogru ilerliyoruz gibi goziikiiyor.
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Greetings from the Atlantic Ocean, in this article I will take a look at the Black Sea
from the sea. I was born in the Black Sea. I was there until I graduated from uni-
versity. I spent part of my professional life sometimes constantly and sometimes
very rarely in the Black Sea.

The Black Sea is an enclosed basin with a different geographical structure.
It opens to the Mediterranean through the Bosphorus and the Dardanelles. But
these channels, namely the straits, are very narrow. The Black Sea opens to other
seas with a width of 700 meters and a depth of 35-40 meters. Therefore, there is
no good circulation here. The Black Sea, which is 460 thousand square kilometers
in size and is considered a large sea, is not a sea that can naturally clean itself.
Below 150 meters there is a significant amount of hydrogen sulfide. In this sense,
the home range is very narrow. There is a home range of around 100-150 meters
only at the top. Since it is a sea that opens to another place with a narrow channel,
it is included in the scope of a special sea in sea pollution standards. Biological
and chemical pollution also occurs in the Black Sea. The great chemical pollution
of Northern Europe is transported to the Black Sea via the Dnieper, Dniester and
Danube rivers. In addition to these, there are some things attributed to sailors.
I would like to say this a little bit to acquit ourselves, the ships. It is acceptable,
minimal and controlled pollution from ships. Ships actually cause biological pol-
lution. In other words, it is the transport of species from one place to another by
ballast waters. Different methods have been developed to prevent this. Currently,
there is a system called Ballast Water Treatment. While the ballast water is taken,
it is improved and pumped by improving it. In this way, at least it is tried to pre-
vent the transfer of one species from another sea, for example a species found in
the Red Sea, to the Black Sea or the Mediterranean. This system is a very successful
one. By 2023, all ships in the world will move into this system. Ships can be blamed
very easily for pollution. In other words, we can be blamed easily, and we can't
defend ourselves very much. Controlling in the Black Sea countries is very weak.
Transactions can be made illegally, especially in countries of Eastern Bloc origin.
This includes hunting and actions that cause pollution in the sea. As a matter of
fact, waste that will cause serious pollution comes to the Black Sea from three
rivers, Danube, Dnieper and Dniester. However, as I mentioned, all the blame for
this situation is put on the ships.
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As Turkish sailors, when we enter the Mediterranean from the ocean, we say:
“We came to the backyard.” When we come to the Black Sea, the Black Sea is the
front garden. No matter which port of the Black Sea, it may be Romanian ports, it
may be Ukrainian ports, it may be Turkish ports'Whatever port in Black Sea is for
us sailors, it is like the garden of the house. Its weather is a little different, too: It
has harsh weather conditions and suddenly a storm can break out. But likewise,
quickly the stormy weather turns to fine weather.

It is not easily making a forecast of the weather. The Black Sea is the region
with the lowest weather forecast rate. Its air is similar to that of humans.

As I mentioned at the beginning, the Black Sea is a large sea with a depth
of 2000 meters and an area of 460 thousand square kilometers as a water body.
With only one strait, it opens to another sea, the Marmara, with a width of 700
meters and a depth of 35 meters. The Sea of Marmara opens to the Mediterranean
through the Dardanelles. In this way, circulation of the Black Sea is ensured. From
the Black Sea to the Marmara, there is a north-south current at a level of 15-20 me-
ters from the top, and there is a south-to-north current below it. The current from
the top is a little shooter but its area is a little narrower and its latitude is higher.
With this current, the salinity rate of the Black Sea is fixed. The Black Sea has a
salt density of between 1.3% and 1.4%. This rate is formed by the evaporation of
the rains and the current system and it is fixed. Salinity reaches 0.7%-0.8% with
melting snow waters and increasing rains in spring rather than summer. But even
at peak times it is 1.3%.If another channel like Canal Istanbul is made by human
hands, this channel will probably cause new currents from north to south. Due
to an elevation difference between the Black Sea and the Marmara, two currents
will emerge from north to south, and a current from the lower part from south to
north. This will cause the Black Sea to decrease both in quantity and, more impor-
tantly, to change the salt rate in the Black Sea. Because Marmara is a saltier sea
and its salt rate is around 2%. The salt rate in the Mediterranean is around 2.5%. In
the face of such a current, it is inevitable that the salinity of the Black Sea will in-
crease. As a result, the Black Sea will be saltier. This salinity, which seems likely to
increase, will directly affect the fish population such as anchovy. It will lead to the
differentiation of species. Maybe even reproductive rates will drop. Canal Istan-
bul will cause great and serious damage to the ecosystem. On the other hand, the
profit and loss accounts of the Canal Istanbul project are also very disputatious. It
is foreseen that Canal Istanbul will cause irreparable damages to the nature and
ecosystem of the Black Sea. Like the damage caused by the Black Sea coastal road
built in the recent past, Canal Istanbul will also have very serious consequences.
There is another important issue on our agenda right now: mucilage. Mucilage
is a protein chain that causes mucilage to form on beaches in its natural state,

1 By the way, we do not have many Turkish ports and trade in the Black Sea. There are Samsun and a little
Ordu, but not many.
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and it hits the beach with waves. The wave would retreat by leaving the protein
buildup on the beach. Some of it would dry in the sun, and some would be food
for birds, so that it would disappear in itself and not turn into mucilage. Now,
since the coast is like a wall, the waves cannot leave the protein chain that causes
the formation of mucilage. Now that it hits the wall, it collects in there. Therefore,
although the interventions on the coastline and the Black Sea Coast Road are not
a reason for mucilage, it is one of the most important reasons for the mucilage to
stay and grow so much. In the Black Sea, the coastal road turned the coasts of the
Black Sea into concrete from one end to the other. This was a very, very serious
problem. We have never been able to produce an ecological policy for the Black
Sea in general. Not only us, this includes all Black Sea countries. Unfortunately, the
Black Sea countries could not produce an integrative policy due to both the prob-
lems between them and the absence of any country that could be a leader. There
have been partnerships established, but they have not been very functional either.

Although it is very suitable for passenger transportation in summer, a proper
policy has not been implemented in passenger transportation in the Black Sea,
not only in Turkey, but also in the whole Black Sea, Ukraine, Romania and Bulgar-
ia. Passenger transport existed before. In 1995, I traveled from Trabzon to Istanbul
by Ankara ferry. In those years, the ferry took passengers from Rize, Trabzon, Gire-
sun, Samsun and Sinop and took them to Istanbul. The ferry departed on Wednes-
days and it arrived in Istanbul on Friday. The ferry was very slow and affected by
the sea. When the seaworthy ships were not built and the conditions were not
improved, in the early 2000s, with the decrease in the number of passengers, it
made its last voyage and was removed from the voyage. Unfortunately, the Black
Sea is now only used for trade transport. It looks like we are coming to the end of
the Black Sea.



Aydin Kudu ile Son Kumsal Filmi Soylesisi

Séylesen: Reyhan Yildinm

Reyhan Yildirim: Bugiin 4 Haziran 2022 “Karadan Ote Deniz Olarak Karadeniz'e
Bakmak” adin1 verdigimiz ¢aligtayimizin son oturumunda bir aradayiz, hepiniz
hos geldiniz. Bu aksamki soylesimizde 2007 yilinda gosterimine girdiginde,
Karadeniz otoyolunun Dogu Karadeniz ekolojisine ve yore insaninin hayatina
getirdigi etkileri carpici bir sekilde aktaran ve oldukca da ses getiren “Son Kumsal”
belgeseli iizerine konusacagiz. Belgeselin yapimci ve yonetmenleri cok sevgili
Aydin Kudu ve Riiya Arzu Koksal'in cesitli belgesel calismalari bulunuyor. Bu ak-
sam Arzu Hanim aramizda degil. 2003 yilinda cektiginiz “Yollar Cimen Baglady’,
Dogu Karadeniz'in yiiksek bir dag koyiinde yasayan Cepni ailesinin memleket ve
gurbet iligkisini anlatiyordu. Ardindan 2007 yilinda gelen ve bugiin de sdylesimize
konu olan “Son Kumsal” filminde Karadeniz otoyolunun kopardig: insan ve deniz
iligkisini ve dogal sahillerin ortadan kalkmasi ile gelen ekolojik yikimu izlemistik.
Yine 2010 yilinda “Ordu’da Bir Argonot” belgeseli, Ordu'nun efsanevi diyebilecegi-
miz esraflarindan biri olan Enes Ayar'in Ordu'nun yararina verdigi etkileyici miica-
deleyi izleyici ile bulusturdu. 2o11 yilinda Dogu Karadeniz'in dort vadisinden yerel
insanlarin hidroelektrik santrallere karg: verdigi baskaldir ve miicadele hikayesi-
ni bizlerle bulusturan “Bir Avug Cesur Insan” belgeselini izledik. Tiim bu belgesel
calismalarinizda pek cok festival ve yarismada degerli 6diillere layik goriildiiniiz.
“Son Kumsal” bir belgesel ¢alismas: olmasinin diginda, o donemde yorede olup
bitenler, hem ¢ekimler sirasinda hem sonrasinda yasananlar ile, oldukc¢a hikéye
yiiklii bir siireci barindirtyor. Hem bu 6nemli hikayeyi hem de belgesel olarak “Son
Kumsal” dinlemek tizere sozii size birakiyorum.

Aydin Kudu: Aklimdan bir siirii sey gecti bu acilig1 dinlerken. O yaylada goc
iizerine film cekimlerine devam ediyorduk. Haftada bir sahile, Vakfikebire inip
aligveris yapip yukan cikiyorduk. Ama bizim kasaba 6zelinde igimiz rahatti. Ciin-
kii Vakfikebir'in ortasinda olan Cargibagi, Vakfikebir, Besikdiiziinii kapsayan 7
km'lik o sahil bandi ikinci derecede sit alaniydi ve orada bir sorun olmayacagim
diisiiniiyorduk. Yol orijinal projede oldugu gibi kasabanin arkasindan gecgecekti.
Tabii bu Samsun'dan Sarp’a kadar dogu ve bat1 ucunda asag1 yukar1 550 km yol
yapiliyor. Neyse ben bir giin kasabaya indigim zaman, arabay: park ettim iskelenin
yanina. Bizim Vakfikebir iskelesi sahilin en uzun iskelesiydi, 1950’lerde yapilmus.
Orada baktim halk toplanmis, “Allah Allah ne oluyor?” filan dedim. Bir baktim
o biiyiik ucuna sivri delme baghg taknmus bir tane kato iskeleyi ortadan deliyor.
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Ne oldugunu anlamadim, “yol gececek” diyorlar. “Nasil yol gececek?” Yol arkadan
gececekti, buraya dokunulmayacakti. Hemen kostum belediye bagkanina. Adam
hic oral olmadi. Sonra 6grendim ki bunlar bir sekilde gizli bir anlagma ile yolun
sahilden gecmesi konusundaki cekincelerini kaldirmiglar. Bunu da halk bilmiyor.
“Peki” dedim, “anladim sizi". “Vatandasg olarak buranin 10 sene sonra nasil bir gorii-
niimde olacagini gosteren bir proje var mi?” diye sordum. “Bizde &yle bir sey yok”
dedi. Nasil olur, sen neye izin verdin?” dedim. Neyse uzatmayayim, bir tiirlii gore-
medim bu projeyi. Limak Holding yolun bizim kismini yapiyordu. Samsun-Sarp
arasmdaki boliim 10 ayn sirkete ihale edilmisti ki bir an 6nce bitsin diye. $irketin
merkezine gittim, Tirebolu’ya. Orada bir miithendisi buldum, orada da bir proje
yok. “O kadar biiyiik proje yapiyorsunuz, bunun kagit tizerinde neye benzedigi-
ne dair hig ¢izim yok mu?” dedim. O miihendis arkadas anlad1 benim derdimi,
beni bir koseye cekti “bunu kaydetme, bunlar uyduruk projeler, yasadisi oldugu
icin de projesini ¢izemeyiz” dedi. O zamanin Bagbakan1 simdiki Cumhurbagkam
valiliklere bir genelge gondermisti, “Yol insaatinin dolgu ile olmasina miidahale
etmeyin, biz boyle sahili doldurup gidecegiz” dedi. O zaman bir an 6nce bunun
kaydini yapmamiz gerektigini anladim. Ondan sonra ¢ekimlere basladik. Daglarda
“Yollar Cimen Bagl” filmini cekerken, birkag giinde bir sahile inip tahribat1 yavas
yavas cekiyordum. O filmde kullandigim goriintiiler de o farkli asamalarda olusan
kapanmayi anlatiyor. Oyle bir ruh hali ve fiziki sartlarda bu filmi cekmeye basla-
migtik. Ciinkii bir sene sonra o goriintilyii cekme sansimiz olmayacakti, is isten
gecmig olacaktl.

Reyhan Yildirim: “Son Kumsal” ¢ekildigi yilda, otoyolun yarattigi yikima degi-
nen ve bunu genis kesimlere ulagtiran sanatsal anlamda ilk calisma oldu. Gosteri-
min ardindan 6vgiilerin yani sira sansiir ve engelleme gibi sikintilarla da karsilas-
tiniz. Belgeselci ve aktivist olarak nasildi bu siireci yagamak?

Aydin Kudu: Belgesel nedir, zaten bu tartigilan bir sey. Enis Riza hocamizd
Bilgi Universitesi'nde, oradan da belgesel film atélyesi icin 6zel kursa gittik. O s6y-
le tanimlardi belgeseli; “Bir gercegi parcalarsin sonra o gercek parcalardan yeni bir
biitiin yaparsin. Yeni bir gerceklik olusturursun ama gercek disina da ¢ikamazsin.”
Dolayisiyla boyle karmagik bir konuyu anlatirken ¢ok ugrastik. Bir siirii insana yo-
lun bu sekilde yapilmasinin sonuglarini gretmeye caligtik. Insanlar 7*230m kotlu
sirtlardan gececek olan orijinal projeyi unuttu zamanla... Mesut Yilmaz zamanin-
da gelistirilen asil projede viyadiikler ve tiinellerle gecen bir yol projesi vardi. An-
cak yolu nasil yaparsin? Mevcut yolu gelistirerek mi yoksa sahili doldurarak m1, bu
tercihe kalmis. Bunlar en rahat olan kismini yaptilar, sahili doldurarak. Dolayisiy-
laicerden gecip de halkin cebine istimlak parasi olarak girecek miktarlar, miiteah-
hitlerin cebine dolgu parasi olarak girdi. Yolun lehine konusan kimseyi bulamadik,
filmin kurgusu sirasinda, biz hala ariyoruz birini, bize desin ki “bakin arkadaglar bu
da boyle boyle bir seydir” diye. En son donemim Bagbakani Tayyip Erdogan’in Or-
du'da yolun acilisinda yaptig1 konusmayi bulduk. Orada, “Bu Samsun'dan Hopa'ya
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gidecek 547 kiisur km'lik yol tamamuyla sahilden Istanbul’a ulagacak ve oradan da
tictincii bogaz kopriisiiyle ey vatandaslar siz Avrupa’ya daha hizh gideceksiniz. Bu
Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’'nin yapmis oldugu en gelismis projedir” diye agik agik soy-
ledigi konugmay1 bulduk. Biz de bunu yolun 6nemli oldugunu, bu sekilde ve hizl
yapilmasi gerektigini anlatan bir ifade olarak koyduk. Bundan daha agik bir yola
taraftar ifade bulamadik. O zaman Istanbul'da iigiincii bogaz kdpriisii yapilacak
mi, yapilmayacak mi, nereye yapilacak tartismalari devam ediyordu. Daha sonra
Oktay Ekinci bir yazisinda, “Tartistyorsunuz da birkag y1l énce bir film yapilmigti.
O filmde kullanilan bir gériintiide zaten iiciincii kdpriiniin nereye yapilacag belli
zaten” diyerek konuya deginmisti.

Kasabamizi kaybettik ve biz de onu kaydettik. Fark ettik ki halk olarak basi-
miza nasil bir sey gelecek, onu bilmiyorduk. Bir anda defacto bir durumun icine
diistiik. Bu yolun bagka yerde nasil yapildigini goriip ondan sonra belki karg: ¢1-
kabiliriz diye diisiindiik. Sinop’tan sonra batiya gidecektik. O zaman Riiya dedi
ki: “Filmi alalim, biitiin ses goriintii malzemesini, perde ne varsa yiikleyelim ara-
baya, Bat1 Karadeniz'i dolagarak miimkiin olan her yerde halka acik bir gosterim
yapalim. Diyelim ki ‘ey vatandas biz buradan geliyoruz, bagimiza boyle bir felaket
geldi, ayni seyin burada da tekrarlanma olasilig1 yiiksek. Siz yolunuzu yaptirin ama
sahilinizden olmayin.”

O gosterimlerin bir tanesi de Inebolwdaydi. Tabi gidiyoruz belediye bagkanina
baoyle boyle bir projemiz var, boyle bir film gosterecegiz diyerek filmin bir kopyasi
ile bilgi veriyoruz. O da anons yapti sag olsun, birkag yiiz kisinin oldugu Durusu
diye bir park vardi, orada herkes topland. Zaten kiiciik kasabalarda fazla bir etkin-
lik olmuyor, boyle bir etkinlik oldugunda insanlar toplaniyor. Cekirdek citleyen,
cay, kahve icenler... Gayet giizel de bagladik. Protokol de gelmisti oraya. Iste tam
donemin Bagbakani Erdogann konusmasinin oldugu kisim biter bitmez baktik
sesler filan geliyor. Sonra biri beni ¢agirds, ¢agiran kisi Belediye Bagkani idris Gii-
lec. Baktim perdedeki goriintii kapatildi. Beni ¢agirdi, buyurun dedim. “Sen al bu
filmi Istanbul'daki komiinistlere izlet, sen burada politika yapiyorsun” dedi. “Anla-
madim bagkan hangi politika” dedim. “Sen burada bagbakanimiz1 doga diismani
olarak gosteriyorsun, onun yaptigi konusmanin iistiine yol, yapim, insaat, dozer
goriintiileri veriyorsun” dedi. Iyi de konugmanin hepsini veremem, yol ingaatin-
dan bahsediyor yol da bu sekilde yapiliyor” dedim. “Hemen topla tasini taragini,
cek git bu kasabadan” gibi seyler soyledi. Korktuk isin tuhafi, gece saat 9-9.30 gibi
bir zamand. Bir an 6nce toparladik her seyi. Halktan da hi¢ kimse ¢ikip “Bagkan
ne oluyor, bizi ¢agirdin niye kapattin?” demedi. Oradan kactik igin dogrusu. Yan
kasabaya gidip bir otele girdik, orada sabahi ettik. O sirada bizi Radikal gazetesin-
den izleyen bir gazeteci vardi, ona her giin rapor veriyorduk. Bu olay1 6grenince
basina yaydi. Ondan sonraki gosterimlerde epey bir halk katilimi oldu. Sizin dedi-
giniz seye geldi en son, engellemeler daha biiyiik bir izleyici kitlesine ulasmamizi
sagladi. Hatta Kiiltiir Bakani Ertugrul Giinay bile isin icerisine girdi, “sanatgilarin
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yaptig1 islere bir sekilde miidahil olmak, onlar sansiirlemek dogru seyler degil,
anlamamiz lazim onlar1” diye. O belediye bagkani daha sonra séyle bir yorum yap-
misty; “Popiilerligim %5 artt1” Oyle dedi ama ilk secimde bagkanhg kaybetti. Yani
orada sunu yaptik biz, izleyen halk sunu anladi: “Bu insanlarin bagma gelenler,
bizim basimiza da gelmek zorunda degil.” Nitekim ondan mi, onla alakas1 olma-
yan bir sekilde mi bilemiyorum, ama Bati Karadeniz'de yolun ¢ogu iceriden gecti.
Ciinkii bir 6rnek vardi ellerinde, ancak bizim kasabalinin 6niinde bir 6rnek yoktu.
Bir y1l sonra ben kasabaya gittigim zaman, filmdeki Temel Reis var, takasi kirilan
arkadas, rastlantisal olarak filmin ana figiirii oldu. Ona sordum; “Ne degisiklik oldu
Vakfikebir'de?” diye. Ciinkii 7 km’lik sahil tamamen gitti, herkes evinin éniinden
denize atlardi, simdi 15 km yol gidiyorsun en yakin sahile ulasmak i¢in. Temel Reis
bana dedi ki: “Bir y1l gecti, giinliik dilden deniz ve yiizme ifadesi cikti. Insanlar
artik bunlar1 konusmuyor, eskiyi hatirlamak istemiyorlar.” Yani kaybettiklerini de
hatirlamak istemiyor insanlar, tuhaf bir psikoloji.

Reyhan Yildirim: O zaman Temel Reis’i biraz daha detayl ansak iyi olacak,
onemli bir karakter Son Kumsal'da. Otoyol ¢alismalari sirasinda kirilan takasinin
hikayesi belgeselde mevcut. Sonrasinda bir dayanigma ile bu takay: tamir ettirip
yeniden Vakfikebir sahilinde denize kavusturdunuz. O giin bende ordaydim, sev-
gili Refika ve Biilent Miiftiioglu ile birlikte, bu benim Karadeniz'e ilk gelisimdi,
ilk defa ucaktan inip oraya sahile, Vakfikebir'e gelmistik. Bu acidan da gelir gel-
mez Karadeniz gercegiyle boyle bir sahnede tanismak beni ¢ok etkilemisti. Temel
Reis, otoyolun balik¢ilarin ve yerel insanlarin hayatina nasil etki ettigini gosteren
onemli bir semboldii belgeselde ve o giin Vakfikebir sahilindeki dayanigma da ¢ok
giizeldi. Biraz sizden dinleyelim bu hikayeyi hem de Temel Reis'i.

Aydin Kudu: O takanin kirilma aninda cekilen goriintiiniin alindig: yer ile
daha sonra takanin tekrar yapilip denize indirildigi yer bizim kdyiin altidir. Koy sa-
hilden 2 km iceride, sirtta kurulu. Hava giizelse deniz giizel derdik ve yarim saate
yiriirdiik, biitiin giin yiizerdik, irmakta yikanip, tuzdan arinip eve geri yiiriirdiik.
Benim yiizmeyi 6grendigim, biitiin ¢ocukluk anilarimizin oldugu yer orasidir. Su
anda oras1 kaya dolmus tabi. Sizin geldiginiz zaman Trabzon'dan yerel bir gazete-
den bir muhabir de gelmigti. Sohbet ediyoruz, taka hazirlaniyor, biz de kameralar
koyduk oraya buraya. Dedi ki; “Hani bir mizansen vard ya filmde”, dedik “hangi
mizansen?” “Takanin diigiiriilme sahnesi” dedi. “Yok kardesim mizansen degil,
tamamen sans eseri kargsimiza cikti, belgesellerde olmaz zaten mizansenler. Biz
burada kurmaca film ¢cekmiyoruz.” O giin ¢ekimleri bitirdik eve donerken karsima
o sahne cikt, gérdiigiim anda ¢ektigim bir sahneydi o. Temel Reis’i orada tanidim
ben, daha 6nce tamismiyorduk. Buradaki ironi su aslinda; Temel Reis der ki “Ka-
radeniz balik¢ist her hava durumunda baliga cikar, ciinkii firtina patlarsa hemen
burnunu karaya dondiiriir, her yerden sahile cikar. Ciinkii her taraf kum. Simdi
tas var her tarafta. Liman agz1 dalgakiran yapilmis. O manevray: ¢ok kotii havada
yapamaz.” Dolayisiyla kétii havada denize ¢ikan denizci fotografi artik miimkiin
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degil, denizci hava normal ve giizel olursa ¢ikabiliyor ancak denize. Cocuklarin
kendi bagina yiizme 6grenebilme olasihig1 da ortadan kalkti. Ciinkii dyle bir kum-
sal kalmadi. Kayadan atliyor boguluyor ¢cocuk bu sefer ve ayag1 kayiyor asag: gidi-
yor, kesiliyor insanin ayaklart... Ciinkii kayalar daglardan koparilip oraya getirilmis
hem cabuk ¢oziilityor hem de sivri kdseleri ¢cok fazla.

Dolayisiyla denizle hasir negir bityiiyen bir halkin denizden tamamen kopa-
riligina dair bir hikaye bu. Temel Reis'in bagina gelen de bireysel olarak, kayigim
cekecek kum kalmadigindan kamyonla tagimak zorunda kaliyor kayigini. indirir-
ken disiiriiyor, diisiince de dokuz bucuk metrelik ana omurgas: kiriliyor. Daha
sonra Mimarlar Odasr'ndaki gosterimde, “Kayik dokuz buguk metreydi, kirillinca
indirdik onu yedi bucuk metreye” dediginde mimarlar bayag: bir kahkaha attilar,
¢linkii bunu pratik Karadeniz zekas1 6rnegi olarak gordiiler.

Biz Temel ile hala goriistiyoruz.

Bahsettigimiz yasaklamalar sirasinda soyle ilging bir sey de oldu. 2010 yiliyd1
galiba, TRT, Birinci Ulkesel Belgesel Film Yarigmas act1. Bizim filmimizi de oraya
gonderdik. Yarigsma sonuclar agiklanacag aksam Liitfi Kirdar'a ¢agirdilar bizi de,
gittik. {lk kez diizenlenen bir yarigmaydi. On tarafta oturuyoruz, hatta Tiirkan So-
ray da bizim arkamizda oturuyordu. Ugiinciiliik, dordiinciiliik édiilleri dagitildu.
Bize bir 6diil kazandigimiz séylendi ama, anlamiyoruz ne oldugunu. O sirada se-
¢im kurulu tiyelerinden bir tanesi de yarigma sonuglarindan énce bizim yanimiza
geldi. Bir seyler soyliiyor filmin aleyhine ama anlamiyoruz bir tiirlii. Meger tartis-
malar olmug film oylamasi sirasinda. En son tigiincii ¢ikt1 yok, ikinci ¢ikt1 yok...
Ritya ile birbirimize baktik, birinci mi oldu yoksa bizim film diye. Bir baktik bizim
filme birincilik vermisler. Birinciye TRT 25 bin lira para 6diilii veriyor ve filmin de
ti¢ yillik gosterim hakkini aliyordu ancak sonra TRT parasini da verip, 3 yillik gés-
terim hakkini aldig: filmi hic gosteremedi. Giinkii biirokratlar korkmus, hani Bas-
bakan'in bir yakini filan laf eder diye gostermediler. O da isin bagka bir tuhaf taraf.

Reyhan Yildirim: Hakkini alip goz 6niinden uzak tutmuslar gibi bir sey olmus.

Aydin Kudu: O zaman kurullar tabi bagimsizdi. 11 kisilik se¢im ekibi vardi,
ikisi bakanlik gorevlisiydi. Onlar, sadece kanunlara bir aykirilik var m1 diye baki-
yorlardi. Geri kalan iiyeler tamamen sinemacilardan olusuyordu.

Reyhan Yildirim: Her yoniiyle miicadele dolu bir siire¢ aslinda belgeselin
biitiin hikayesi. Otoyol 6ncesinde Dogu Karadeniz halklarinin denizle ¢ok ic ige
gecmis bir yagantisi vardi. Otoyolun gecisi bu denizden gelen binlerce yillik yagam
geleneginin, denizle kurulan o manevi, kiiltiirel baglarin 6niine koca bir set gibi
aslinda. Belgesel aslinda yitirilen bir yagam mirasi iizerine de 6nemli bir dokiiman
birakti gibi.

Aydin Kudu: Halk genelde, 6zellikle bizim Vakfikebir halki sorgulamadi bu isi
hic. Birincisi oranin ikinci derece sit alan1 olmasi nedeniyle, ikincisi de Sevilay'in
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(Refika Kadioglu) bir toplantida avukata sdyle bir soru sordugunu hatirliyorum.
Halk genelde hiikiimet ile devleti birbirinden ayiramiyor. Devletini seviyor ama
hiikiimeti devletle sanki bir gibi goriiyor. Su anki hiikiimetin yapmaya calistig1
“ben aslinda devletim” kavramini halkin ¢cogunluguna algilatmak. Halbuki gercek
Oyle degil. Devlet sabit, hiikiimetler gelir gider. Avukata vatandasin ¢ikip soyle
bir soru sordugunu dile getirdi Sevilay. Dedi ki: “Avukat Bey, siz bize devlete kars1
citkmadan hiikiimetin yaptigini elestirmenin ve ona kars1 ¢tkmanin bir yolunu
gosterin, kanuni yolunu gosterin.” Avukat Yakup Okumusoglu da “Su anda hala
kanuni haklarimiz: kullanarak bu tiir projeleri engelleyebiliriz, ama birka¢ sene
sonra yapilan kanuni degisiklikler ile artik yasa disina ¢cikmadan engelleyemeyiz”
yorumunu yapmisti. Ciinkii kanunlan degistirdiler. Bizim kasabada herkese “cok
para gelecek buraya” dediler. Halbuki gordiik, bu islerin onunla hi¢ alakas: yok.
Otoban yapildi m1 sahilden herkes transit geciyor, biitiin kasabalar birbirine
benziyor. Kasabalarin da cirkin tarafini gériiyorsun, ¢iinkii biitiin eski evler, eski
i¢ yola cephe olarak yapilmisti. Halk yoldan hicbir fayda gérmiis degil. Otoyol
tizerinde acgilmig birkac tane diikkan, restoran... Onu da genelde bolgenin kalan-
torlar filan o ihaleleri kapmuslardir. Geri kalan halka bir faydasi oldugunu san-
miyorum. Ordulu Enis Ayar'in bir sozii vardir: “Bagkas1 gecsin diye kendi sahili-
ni veren ahmak bir halkiz.” Halbuki proje orijinaline gore yapilsayds, sirtlardan
gecseydi simdi eski yolumuz sayfiye yolu olacakty, tatilciler oradan, acelesi olan
iceriden gececekti. O zaman o mithendis “Asil orijinal projeyi yapmak icin dev-
letin parasi yok, bu proje 1.5 milyar dolarlik bir proje” demisti bana. Halbuki bu
proje 4.2 milyar dolar tutmus ve bu biiyiik bir karadelik Tiirkiye ekonomisi i¢in. O
paramiz yok diyerek orijinal projeyi yapmayan hiikiimet simdi ‘Yesil Yol’ diye yay-
lalan birbirine baglayacak yolu yapiyor. Bence halk hala uyanmig degil. Sordugum
zaman biitiin teyzelere, arkadaglarima “bogver o igi, evimize hizli gideyuruk, daha
ne?” Altina araba verdin mi, benzinini de koydun mu hizh gittigi zaman geri kalan
biitiin her sey unutuluyor. Bayag bir kiiltiirsiizliik ashinda.

Reyhan Yildirnm: Cok tesekkiir ediyor, yeni caligmalarimizda bagarilar
diliyoruz.
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“Son Kumsal” Movie
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Reyhan Yildirim: Today, June 4, 2022, we are together at the last session of our
workshop called “Beyond the Land: Looking at the Black Sea as a Marine Envi-
ronment”. You are all welcome. In our conversation tonight, we will talk about the
documentary “Son Kumsal” (The Last Beach), which made a great impression and
the effects of the Black Sea highway on the ecology of the Eastern Black Sea and
the lives of the local people when it was screened in 2007. The producers and di-
rectors of the documentary, dear Aydin Kudu and Ritya Arzu Koksal, have various
documentary works. Ms. Arzu is not with us tonight. “Yollar Cimen Baglad1” (Paths
are Covered with Grass), which you made in 2003, was about the hometown and
foreign land relationship of the Cepni family, who lives in a high mountain village
in the Eastern Black Sea Region. Then, in the movie “Son Kumsal” which came in
2007 and is the subject of our interview today, we watched the relationship bro-
ken off between the human-sea by the Black Sea highway and the ecological de-
struction that came with the disappearance of natural beaches. Again in 2010, we
watched the documentary “Ordu'da Bir Argonot” (An Argonaut in Ordu), and the
documentary “Bir Avug Cesur Insan” (A Handful of Brave People), which brings
us the story of the rebellion and struggle of local people from the four valleys of
the Eastern Black Sea Region in 2011 against hydroelectric power station. I give the
floor to you to listen to both this important story and “Son Kumsal” as a documen-
tary.

Aydin Kudu: A lot of things crossed my mind while listening to this opening.
We were continuing filming about immigration in that plateau. We were going
down to Vakfikebir, shopping and going up. But in the town, our work was com-
fortable. Because that 7 km long coastline that covers Carsibasi, Vakfikebir, Besik-
diizii, which is in the middle of Vakfikebir, was a secondary protected area and we
thought that there would be no problem there. The road would pass behind the
town as it planned in the original project. From Samsun to Sarp, approximately
550 km of roads are made at the east and west ends. Anyway, one day when I went
to town, I parked the car next to the pier. Our Vakfikebir pier was the longest pier
on the coast, it was built in the 1950s. I looked there and saw that people were
gathered. “Gosh, what’s going on?’, I said. I saw that a kato with a pointed drill
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head on its big end is drilling the pier in the middle. I did not understand what
happened, they say “they build a road”. “How will they build a road?” The road
would be build behind, this place would not be touched. I immediately ran to
the mayor. The man did not interest about subject. Later I learned that they had
somehow, in secret agreement, lifted their drawback about the road passing by the
coast. People don't know that either. “Okay,” I said, “I understand you”. “As a citizen,
I ask, is there a project that shows what this place will look like after 10 years?”
“We don't have anything like that”, he said. “How? So, you authorize to what did?”,
I asked. Anyway, to keep it short, I couldn’t see this project. Limak Holding was
doing our part of the road. The section between Samsun and Sarp was tendered to
10 different companies so that it would be finished as soon as possible. I went to
the headquarters of the company, to Tirebolu. I found an engineer there, there is
no project there either. “You're doing such a big project; don’t you have any draw-
ings of what it looks like on paper?”, I said. That engineer understood my problem,
took me to a corner and said, “Don’t record this, these are fake projects, we can’t
draw the project because it’s illegal.” The Prime Minister of the time, the current
President sent a circular to governors, saying, “Do not interfere with the road con-
struction with filling, we will fill the coast like this and go.” Then I realized that we
needed to record this as soon as possible. After that, we started filming. While I
was making the movie “Yollar Cimen Baglad:1” in the mountains, I was going down
to the coast every few days and slowly filming the destruction. The images I used
in that movie also describe the closure that occurred at different stages. We started
to shoot this movie in such a mood and physical conditions. Because after a year
we wouldn’t have the chance to shoot that image, it would be too late.

Reyhan Yildirim: “Son Kumsal” was the first artistic work that touched on the
destruction caused by the highway in the year it filmed and brought it to a wide
audience. After the film screening, you faced difficulties -such as censorship and
blocking-, as well as praise. What was it like to experience this process as a docu-
mentarian and activist?

Aydin Kudu: The question of “What is a documentary”, it is already discussed.
Enis Riza was our teacher at Bilgi University, and from there we went to a special
course for a documentary film workshop. He described the documentary as fol-
lows; “You disintegrate a truth and then you make a new whole from those real
parts. You create a new reality, but you cannot go out of reality.” Therefore, we
struggled a lot while describing such a complex subject. We tried to teach a lot
of people about the consequences of making the road this way. Over time, peo-
ple forgot about the original project, which would go through 7*230m ridges. The
main project developed during the time of Mesut Yilmaz included a road project
with viaducts and tunnels. But how do you make the way? By improving the exist-
ing way or by filling the coast, it's a matter of choice. They choose the easiest way,
causeway. Therefore, in the project where the road passes through, the amounts
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that would enter the pockets of the public as expropriation money entered the
pockets of the contractors as filling money. We could not find anyone who spoke
in favor of road. During the editing of the film, we are still looking for someone
to say to us, “Look, friends, this is something like that”. Eventually we found the
speech of the Prime Minister of the time, Tayyip Erdogan, at the opening of the
road in Ordu. We found the speech in which he said openly “This 547 km road
from Samsun to Hopa will reach Istanbul, from the coast and from there, you will
go to Europe faster with the third Bosphorus bridge. This is the most advanced
project that the Republic of Turkey has ever done.” We used this as a statement
explaining that the road is important and that it should be done in this way and
quickly. We could not find a clearer statement about the making of the causeway
than this. At that time, the debates were going on whether the third Bosphorus
bridge would be built in Istanbul or not, where it would be built. Later, Oktay Ek-
inci wrote in an article, “You are arguing, but a few years ago a movie was made. In
an image used in that movie, it is already clear where the third bridge will be built.”
In saying these, he touch on the subject.

We lost our town and we recorded it. We realized that as a people, we did
not know what would happen to us. We suddenly fell into a de facto situation.
We thought we could see how this causeway was built elsewhere and then maybe
we can be able to object it. We were going to go west after Sinop. At that time,
the Ritya said: “Let’s take the movie, load all the audio-visual material, whatever
curtains are on the car, let’s tour the Western Black Sea region and make a public
screening wherever possible. Let’s say, “Citizen, we come from there, such a disas-
ter has happened to us, the same thing is likely to happen again here. You make
your way but don’t devoid of the coast.”

One of these screening was in Inebolu. We went to the mayor with a copy of
the film and inform him by saying that we have such a project, we will show this
film. He made an announcement, thanks to him, a few hundred people gathered
in a park called Durusu. There is not much activity in small towns, people gather
when there is such an event. Some ate sunflower seeds, drunk tea, coffee... We
started well. The protocol was also there. As soon as the part where Prime Minister
Erdogan’s speech was finished, we heard voices. Then Mayor Idris Giileg called me.
I saw that the image on the screen was turned off. He called me, I said, “Yes?” He
said, “You take this movie and make the communists in Istanbul watch it. You are
doing politics here”. “I don’t understand, what politics?” I answered. And he said,
“You are presenting our prime minister as an enemy of nature, you are giving im-
ages of road, construction and dozer on top of his speech”. Then I said, “But I can’t
give the whole speech of him, he talks about road construction, and the road is
built in this way”. He said things like “Pick up your bag and baggage, get out of this
town right now”. We were afraid, it was around 9-9:30 at night. We got everything
right away. No one from the public came out and said, “Mayor, what’s going on, you
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called us, why did you hang up the video?” In fact, we escaped from there. We went
to the next town and checked into a hotel, we spent the night there. At that time,
there was a journalist watching us from the Radikal newspaper, we were reporting
to him every day. When he learned about this incident, he spread it to the press.
In the subsequent screenings, there was a lot of public participation. It came out
the way what you're talking about, finally, the blocking allowed us to reach a larger
audience. Even the Minister of Culture, Ertugrul Giinay, got involved, saying “it is
not right to somehow interfere with the work of artists and censor them, we need
to understand them”. That mayor later commented as follows; “My popularity in-
creased by 5%.” He said so, but lost his chair in the following election. The people
who watched the film understood that: “What happened to these people does not
have to happen to us also.” I don’t know if it happened by virtue of this event or it
has nothing to do with it, but in the Western Black Sea, most of the road passed
inland. Because they had an example, but our townsman did not have an example.
When I go to the town a year later, I asked the friend Temel Reis, who is incidental-
ly the main figure of the movie, whose boat is broken, “What has changed in Vak-
fikebir?” Because the 7 km coast is completely gone, everyone would jump into the
sea in front of their house, now you travel 15 km to reach the nearest beach. Temel
Reis said to me: “A year has passed, expressions sea and swimming was missing
from the daily language. People don't talk about these anymore, They don’t want
to remember the past.” So, people don't want to remember what they lost, it’s a
weird psychology.

Reyhan Yildirim: Then it would be better to mention Temel Reis in a little
more detail. He is an important character in “Son Kumsal”. The story of his boat,
which was broken during the causeway works, is present in the documentary. Af-
terwards, with a solidarity, you had this boat repaired and brought it back to the
sea on the coast of Vakfikebir. I also was there that day, together with dear Refika
and Biilent Miiftiioglu. It was my first time in the Black Sea, we got off the plane
for the first time and came there to the coast, to Vakfikebir. From this point of
view, as soon as I came to meet the Black Sea reality on such a stage, I was very
impressed. Temel Reis was an important symbol in the documentary showing how
the causeway affected the lives of fishermen and local people, and the solidarity
on the Vakfikebir coast that day was also very nice. Let’s hear from you a little bit
about this story and Temel Reis.

Aydin Kudu: The place where the image taken at the break of that boat and
the place where the boat was later rebuilt and launched into the sea is under our
village. The village is located 2 km inland from the beach, on the ridge. We used to
say, “If the weather is nice, the sea is also nice” and walked for half an hour, swam
all day, bathed in the river, cleared of the sea salt and walked back home. There
is where I learned to swim, where all our childhood memories belong to. Right
now, that place is full of rocks. When you came, a reporter from a local newspaper
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had also come from Trabzon. We were chatting, the boat was getting ready, we
put the cameras around. He said; “You know, there was a mise en scene in the
movie’, we said, “which mise en scene is?” “The scene of the boat being dropped,”
he said. “No, it'’s not a mise en scene, it came across by chance, there are no mise
en scene in documentaries. We're not shooting fiction here”, we answered. That
day, we finished filming, and on the way home, I came across that scene, it was a
scene I shot the moment I saw it. I met Temel Reis in there, we had not met before.
The irony here is that: Temel Reis says, “The Black Sea fisherman goes fishing in
any weather, because if a storm breaks out, he immediately turns front of boat
to land and go to the coast from everywhere. Because it’s sand everywhere. Now
there are stone everywhere. A breakwater was built at the port. He can't do that
maneuver in very bad weather.” Therefore, it is no longer possible to photograph a
sailor going out to sea in bad weather. A sailor can only go to the sea if the weather
is normal and nice. The possibility of children learning to swim on their own has
also disappeared. Because there is no such beach left. The child jumps off the rock,
drowns or his foot slips and goes down, their feet are cut off... Because the rocks
were plucked from the mountains and brought there, they both dissolve quickly
and have too many sharp corners.

Therefore, this is a story about the complete separation from the sea people
who grew up with the sea. What happened to Temel Reis, individually, is that he
has to transport his boat by truck because there is no sand left to allow him to
pull his boat. He dropped the boat while taken it down, and when boat’s nine
and a half meter main bottom broke. Later, in the screening at the Chamber of
Architects, when he said, “The boat was nine and a half meters, when it broke,
we diminish it to seven and a half meters”, the architects laughed. Because they
thought it as an example of Black Sea ingenuity.

We are still in contact with Temel Reis.

An interesting thing happened during the embargoes we mentioned. I think it
was 2010, TRT opened the First National Documentary Film Competition. We also
sent our film there. On the evening when the results of the competition would
be announced, they invited us to Liitfi Kirdar Saloon of Congress, and we went. It
was a competition held for the first time. We were sitting in the front, even Tiir-
kan Soray was sitting behind us. Third and fourth place awards were distributed.
It has been told we’ve won an award, but we don’t understand what it is. At that
time, one of the members of the selection committee came to us before the results
of the competition announced. He says something against the film, but we don’t
understand it. We learned that an argument happened while discussions going on
during the film voting. They explained the third, the second but it was not us. Riiya
and I'looked at each other, is our film chosen as first film? Indeed, they chose our
movie first. TRT was giving a monetary award of 25 thousand liras to the winner,
and taking the right to screen the film for three years. However, TRT could not
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show any film for which it had paid and received the right to screen for 3 years.
Because the bureaucrats were afraid. They did not show it because of a relative of
the Prime Minister would talk something bad or whatever.

Reyhan Yildirim: It’s like they took movie’s rights and they kept it out of sight.

Aydin Kudu: At that time, the boards were of course independent. There was
an election team of 1 people, two of them were ministry officials. They were just
looking to see if there was a violation of the law. The remaining members were
entirely consisting of filmmakers.

Reyhan Yildirim: Actually the whole story of the documentary is a process full
of struggle in every aspect. Before the highway, the peoples of the Eastern Black
Sea Region had a very intertwined life with the sea. The existence of the highway
is like a huge barrier in front of the thousands of years of life tradition coming
from this sea, and those spiritual and cultural ties established with the sea. The
documentary seems to have left an important document on a lost life heritage.

Aydin Kudu: The people in general, especially the people of Vakfikebir, have
never questioned this incident. Firstly, because it is a second-degree protected
area, and secondly, I remember that Sevilay (Refika Kadioglu) asking the lawyer a
question at a meeting. People generally do not distinguish between government
and state. People love state, but sees the government as the same with the state.
What the current government is trying to do is to make the majority of the people
perceive the concept of “I am actually the state”. The state is stable, governments
come and go. Sevilay stated that the citizen came out and asked a question to the
lawyer: “Lawyer, show us a way to criticize and oppose what the government is do-
ing without opposing the state, show us the legal way.” Lawyer Yakup Okumugoglu
said, “At the moment, we can still prevent such projects by using our legal rights.
But with the legal changes made a few years later, we can no longer prevent it
without going out of law.” Because they changed the laws. They said to everyone in
our town that “a lot of money will come here”. However, we saw that these things
have nothing to do with it. When the highway is built, everyone goes in transit
from the coast, all the towns look alike. You see the ugly side of towns too. Be-
cause all the old houses were built facing the old inner road. The people have not
any benefited from the road. A few shops, restaurants opened on the highway... In
general, the fat-cats of the region have won those contracts. I don't think it brings
benefit for the rest of the people. There is a saying by Enis Ayar from Ordu: “We
are stupid people who give their own coast for someone else to pass.” However, if
the project had been done according to the original, if it had passed through the
ridges, now our old road would be the country road, vacationers would pass there.
People in a hurry would pass through the road made inside. At that time, that
engineer told me, “The state does not have money to do the original project, that
project is a 1.5 billion dollars project”. However, this project cost 4.2 billion dollars
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and this is a big black hole for the Turkish economy. The government, which did
not make the original project by saying that we do not have that money, is now
building the road that will connect the highlands, called the “Yesil Yol” (Green
Road). I don’t think people are awake yet. When I asked all my friends and old
women of the region, “Forget it, we are going home fast, what else?” When you
give car and gasoline them and when they goes fast, everything else is forgotten.
It's actually quite a gigmanity.

Reyhan Yildirim: Thank you very much and we wish you success in your new work.
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Gola Dogu Karadeniz Calismalari Grubu olarak uzunca bir stredir
Karadeniz’i ve Karadeniz’'in etrafinda sekillenen yesilini, dogasini,
biyogesitliligini, kulturunu ve dilini yasatmayi dert edinen isler yurutuyor,
bunlari kayit altina almak i¢in faaliyetlerde bulunuyoruz.

Bu merak, heves ve biraradaliktan aldigimiz guc ile 28-29 Mayis ve 4
Haziran 2022 tarihlerinde zoom platformunda gerceklestirdigimiz
calistayda farkli disiplinlerden gelen akademisyen, aktivist, arastirmaci
ve sanatgi ile bulustuk. U¢ gline yayllmis olan ¢alistayimizda 5 tematik
panel ve 3 sanat oturumu altinda toplam 22 sunus yapilimistir.
Kara'dan Ote kitabimiz calistayin nihai ciktisidir.

As the Gola Eastern Black Sea Studies Group, we have been carrying
out works that are concerned with sustaining the Black Sea and its
greenery, nature, biodiversity, culture and language shaped around the
Black Sea for a long time, and we carry out activities to record them.
With the strength we derive from this curiosity, enthusiasm and
togetherness, we met with academics, activists, researchers and
artists from different disciplines in the workshop we held on the zoom
platform on May 28-29 and June 4, 2022. In our workshop, which held
three days, a total of 22 presentations were made under 5 thematic
panels and 3 art sessions. Our book Beyond Land is the final output of
our workshop.
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