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Gola Culture, Art and Ecology
Association addresses the world from
the Eastern Black Sea region with a
holistic and transdisciplinary
perspective. It supports the knowledge
production processes by following the
traces of ancient cultures so that people
can recognize and understand nature. It
is also a non-governmental organization
engaged in cultural and artistic studies.
Since its establishment in 2006, it has
been working to mediate the transfer of
the ancient knowledge of the peoples of
the Eastern Black Sea region and Laz
language to the present and the future.
Gola, which was headquartered in
Beyoğlu between 2006-2021, moved to
Rize Fındıklı by the end of 2021 and
continues to work locally.
In this direction, the works carried out
by Gola locally in 2022 can be grouped
under three main headings:
-Networking and community building
- Dissemination of locally produced
knowledge,
-Strengthening the capacity of the
association around the perspectives of
climate crisis and gender equality

 
Gola's Year of

2022: Gola in 2022



Gola Association continued the localization process supported by the
European Endowment for Democracy (EED) in 2022. It continued to
engage with the local, the national and the transnational. Although it
continues its efforts to open its archive to digital access, a significant part
of the archive is now accessible.
The Black Sea as a sea workshop and its book, supported by the Heinrich
Böll Stiftung Foundation Turkey Representative, was completed.
Podcasts supported by Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Foundation Turkey
Representation and “Gola Laz Calendar 2023” supported by EU Civil
Think are among the important business and event activities of the year.
While maintaining these activities, 4 full-time and 1 part-time staff
worked.
In 2022, Gola held two workshops titled "Gola Strategy Meeting" and
"Gola Projection" to improve its capacity and received consultancy from
Yörük Kurtaran with the support of EED.

Association Internal
Management Capacity

 
 

 
 

In the 2023-24 period, writing down Gola's internal memory,
institutionalization, preparing policy and position papers were prioritized.
In this direction, Gola, one of the small grant users of the “Strong Civil
Space for Gender Equality” project carried out by UN Women, focused on
working on the gender equality policy document between November 2022
and October 2023.
In addition, Gola, who was selected as one of the participants of the
Haklara Destek program between January 2023 and December 2024, will
also work on transparency, communication strategy, volunteer and
member policy documents.

Institutionalization, Policy and
Position Documents

 
 



Gola Strategy Meeting
 
 

The meeting was held at Ali Rıza Bey Mansion in Hopa, Noveli Culture and Art Space,
which was implemented by Gola volunteers and supported by the CultureCivic Fund, on
February 25-27. Esengül Ayyıldız and Ferda Önen conducted the study with the support
of EED, and attendance of the meeting was Kübra Aslan, İrem Aykut, Gamze Birsen
Canoğlu, Didem Dayı, Cemre Erciyes, Didem Gençtürk, Sevilay Refika Kadıoğlu, Caner
Karataş, Ebru Karataş, Tamer Karataş, Çisem Şendeniz, Özlem Şendeniz, Aycan Şeşen
and Nilüfer Taşkın.

 

“Where Are We Today?, Situation
Analysis”; “Where do we want to go
with Strategic Planning?”; “How will
we reach our goal?”; The report,
which was prepared as a result of the
discussion around the questions of
"How will we do the monitoring and
evaluation", has been a guide for
Gola's 2023-24 planning.



At the end of the meeting, a concept note
was prepared to be used in consultancy
works that will spread throughout the
year. In this direction, in the Eastern
Black Sea region of Gola:
-Providing intergenerational
communication,
-Sharing its cultural richness by using its
tools in its new period,
- Conducted in local and with the
possibility of active participation,
-Developing the relationship between the
city and the village,
- Dialogue-based and interactive with
global problems in different geographies,
-Produces information and classifies
existing information in an accessible way,
-Produces model works that introduce the
produced to different segments.
 

Gola Projection Meeting
 
 

With the support of EED, Yörük Kurtaran
conducted the two-day meeting held in
Gola Fındıklı office on April 27-28. Aycan
Şeşen, Caner Karataş, Çisem Şendeniz,
Ebru Karataş, Fatma Genç, İrfan Çağatay,
Özlem Şendeniz, Tamer Karataş, Sevilay
Refika Kadıoğlu participated in the study.



 Dissemination of
Locally Produced

Knowledge
 
 
 

Gola cares about compiling local knowledge, specially Laz language,
circulating it in different media, and making it accessible and classified
in open access. In this context, Gola works to record both its own
memory and the memory of the Eastern Black Sea, and to build a
bridge between the local and the center based on knowledge and
experience.

GolaArchive // An Alternative Eastern
Black Sea Memory

 
 

The Gola archive, which was classified and
digitalize as an output of the "Central to
Local to Local to Virtual Gola" project
carried out with the support of EED
between January 2021 and September 2022,
is available at https://archive.golader.org as
a living archive. The structure, limits and
possibilities of the archive are detailed in
the text of the manifest, which can be
accessed from the site. Different media
contents including photographs, videos,
audio files and pdf documents related to the
Eastern Black Sea Region, Laz language and
Gola are accessible in the archive.

The launch of Gola Archive, which aims
both to introduce Gola members and to
test the search algorithm, took place on
September 11th.



Gola looks at the world from the Eastern
Black Sea with a rights-based
perspective. Gola speaks to local
problems and global issues side by side,
together. It is important to for Gola
establish an interactive communication
between experts, activists and the parties
to the problem. In this context, 4
conversations were held under the
umbrella of Gola in 2022 within the
framework of the right to water, the
right to language, women's labor and 25
November International Day for the
Elimination of Violence against Women.

Gola Talks

On Monday, April 11, the ninth of the
Monday Talks took place with Bülent
Bilmez and İrfan Çağatay's talk titled
"Living Languages and Dialects
Despite Everything".
A film was screened at the Gola
Fındıklı office. An interview was held
on the zoom platform with the
participation of Sheida Kıran, the
director of the movie "Harvesting
Turkey's Tea".
On 13 June, the tenth Monday Talks
“From Water Right, To Water Right”
with Akgün İlhan and Ebru Bingöl was
held on the zoom platform.
As part of the 25 November
International Day for the Elimination
of Violence Against Women, the film
Persapolis was watched in the Gola
office. In this open-call event,
violence events in Iran and in local
were spoken.



In 2022, 2 new channels were added
to the Gola Podcasts supported by
the Friederich Ebert Stiftung
Association Turkey Representative.
This year, it produced and published
14 original podcast episodes.
Episodes can be accessed from
various podcast channels such as
Spotify, Apple podcast, Google
podcast and Gola's youtube channel.

Gola Podcasts
Koyu Yeşil – Özlem Şendeniz
Episode 8-Oğuz Kurdoğlu ile Doğu
Karadeniz Ormanları,
Ormansızlaşmanın Nedenleri,
Boyutları
Episode 9- Melek Mutioğlu Özkesen
ile Doğu Karadeniz’de Toprağın
Zımni ve Muğlak El Değiştirmesi
Üzerine

https://youtu.be/saJKcQjft70

Toprağın Hali – Fatma Genç
Episode 1- Iraz Candaş ile Toprak ve
Toprağın Altı Üstü
Episode 2- Prof. Dr. Doğanay
Tolunay ile Toprak ve Toprağın
Fonksiyonları
Episode 3- Doç. Dr. Gizem Yılmaz
Karahan ile Toprak Elementi
Episode 4- -Bediz Yılmaz ile Kentte
Toprakla İlişkilenmek
Episode 5- Bülent Şık ile Topraktan
Çatala Gıda Güvenliği
Episode 6- İsmail Gezgin ile Toprak
ve Mitler

https://youtu.be/fNi3zQX3Ic0

Yerelden – Çisem Şendeniz
Episode 1- “Oralı Olmamak” Bir
Kadın Girişimci ile Sohbet 
Episode 2-“Erkek Olmamak” Kadın
Servis Şoförü ile Sohbet 
Episode 3- “Vegan Olmak” Vegan
Kafe İşletmecisi ile Sohbet 
Episode 4-“Hayvan Aktivisti Olmak” 
Episode 5-“Gazeteci Olmak” Bir
Gazeteci İle Sohbet 
Episode 6-“İşletmeci Olmak” Bir
Şarap Evi İşletmeci ile Sohbet 

https://youtu.be/WNrhZezYKbU



The workshop, which was held on 28-29
May and 4 June with the support of
Heinrich Böll Stiftung Association Turkey
Representative, is the result of Gola
turning its environmental perspective to
the Black Sea as the sea. The workshop
which comprised 7 panels and 3 art
session, was made with a total of 22
presentations. It is possible to access the
workshop recordings on Gola's youtube
channel.
https://youtu.be/sBgG2-mgzvE

Beyond the Land: 
Looking at the Black Sea as a

Marine Environment
 
 

https://youtu.be/sBgG2-mgzvE


The second publication of Gola Culture, Art and Ecology Association
Publications is the book of Kara’dan Öte: Deniz Olarak Karadeniz’e
Bakmak/Beyond The Land: Looking At The Black Sea As a Marine
Environment Workshop. The book, which is bilingual in Turkish and
English, was published in December 2022 as a printed and e-book. The e-
book is available at golader.org. For the printed work of the book should be
contacted via the email address golader@gmail.com.

Publications

mailto:golader@gmail.com


Gola Calander in Laz

Language 

 

 
“Traditional Gola Laz Calendar 2023” was prepared with the support
of EU Sivil Düşün, with the theme of “Lazuri Literature and Lazuri in
Literature”. Hatice Kapusuz drew the European Robin bird sailing
among the calendar leaves, Zeliha Altınay prepared the calendar
design and İrfan Çağatay wrote the content. 1000 copies of the
printed calendar were distributed free of charge.



-Field Research
 
 

In 2022, 3 field research were carried out in Gola.

Looking at Tea Axis of Land, Property
and Gender Relations Field Research
and Reporting” was realized with the
financial support of the European
Union by the Gender Equality
Solidarity Network, whose short name
is AG-DA. With third parties, within the
scope of Eren Deniz Tol Research and
Advocacy Support , 2 field surveys were
carried out in Rize province and its
districts in April and August. The
prepared report will be circulated in the
first months of 2023, and it will be
accessible on the website of Gola, a
stakeholder of the project, on
golader.org.

With the support of Heinrich Böll, field
research was carried out on 6-7 August
under the title of Black Sea Before the
Coastal Road, which is a part of the project
"Beyond the Land: Looking at the Black Sea
as a Marine Environment". It was held in
Artvin-Kemalpaşa and Rize-Pazar with the
participation of İrfan Çağatay, Fatma Genç,
Melek Göregenli, Tamer Karataş, Özlem
Şendeniz and Sevilay Refika Kadıoğlu. The
results of the research is accessed as a short
film on Gola's youtube channel.

Gola's research on the history of the
Eastern Black Sea continues with the
contribution of the members and
volunteers of the association. In this
direction, a field study was conducted
on 17 November in Artvin-Borçka to
locate the remains of a church from the
Middle Ages.



Networking and Community Building

 
 

Gola locates itself between the local and the global. Gola aims to disseminate its collectively
produced works in a peaceful, ecological and just language. Gola not only creates a decentralized
communication network in relation to national and transnational networks and actors, but also
works for the local Gola community to be visible and active. In this direction, Gola provided
consultancy in various projects related to the Eastern Black Sea Region in 2022 and participated in
meetings and events. In this direction, Gola provided consultancy in various projects related to the
Eastern Black Sea Region in 2022 and participated in meetings and events and it has ensured that it
relates to local actors and agendas.

  Eastern Black Sea / Lazuri Consulting

The Documentarist Istanbul Team provided consultancy regarding the region to the
preparation of the CultureCivic application, and became a participant in the project. 
Gola volunteers Şafak Velioğlu, Serden Salman, Burhan Üçkardeş and Yasemin Taşkın,
who worked for the shooting of the "Destani Documentary", provided consultancy and
technical support.
Sevilay Refika Kadıoğlu provided consultancy to the village festival held in Beşpare
villages, consisting of Salkımlı, Seyitler, Vezirköy, Ahlat and Varlık villages of Artvin, on
10-11-12 June, and shared the Gola Association's Green Yayla Festival experiences.
On July 5-6, Sevilay Refika Kadıoğlu went to Georgia - Sarpi village within the scope of
the "Two Sides of the Border" documentary film project, where she provided
consultancy, and contributed to the studies.
Gola provided resource support to researchers continuing their academic studies and was
an interviewer for their research. It contributed to Fatih Çetin about Black Sea as a sea, to
Tahsin Özarslan about Horon and Laz music.

Participation in Meetings and Events

 
18 Ocak tarihinde Özlem Şendeniz Gola Kültür Sanat ve Ekoloji Derneği Temsilcisi
olarak Fındıklı Kent Konseyi Genel Kurulu’nda yapılan seçim ile Fındıklı Kent Konseyi
Başkanı seçilmiştir. 5 Haziran tarihinde istifa edinceye kadar bu görevi sürdürmüştür. 
“Fındıklı’da Kafes Balıkçılığına Hayır” protesto ve muhalefet örgütlenmesine destek
verilmiştir. 
Yerelin gündeminin yerelde konuşulması gerekliliğinden hareketle 27 Haziran tarihinde
Atatürkçü Düşünce Derneği Fındıklı Lokalinde düzenlenen “Çay Üreticileri Çay
Kanununu Tartışıyor” adlı söyleşinin düzenlenmesi için Gola, tasarım ve teknik destek
sağlamıştır.
14 Ekim tarihinde Fındıklı Kent Konseyi’nin AB Sivil Düşün desteği ile yürüttüğü saha
projesi kapsamında Dr. Jade Cemre Erciyes’ten araştırma atölyesi alınması konusunda
için destek sağlanmıştır. 
29 Aralık tarihinde Gola Fındıklı ofisinde açık çağrılı olarak Yeni Yıl Kutlaması
yapılmıştır. 
2022 yılında Gola ofisi bölgeye gelen aktivist, uzman ve araştırmacılara açık bir alan
olmuştur.



 Toplantı ve Etkinliklere Katılım

 

 
Gola participated in the online meeting organized within The Climate
Connection program organized with the cooperation of Istanbul
Foundation for Culture and Arts and the support of Julie' Bicycle and the
British Council Turkey on 14 July 2021. The suggestions and demands
expressed at the meeting, in which Gola was also a participant, were
reported under the name of “The Climate Connection: Culture and
Environment Roundtable Turkey”: https://juliesbicycle.com/wp
On Wednesday, April 6, Sevilay Refika Kadıoğlu, together with the
climate crisis activists of the Sivil Düşün and Ceter For Spatial Justice,
"We need your opinions: Community Building Incentive Program
begins!" attended the meeting.
Gola volunteer and employee Çisem Şendeniz, representing Gola,
participated in the "Existing Commissions on Nature Conservation and
Advocacy Training Program", held within the scope of the "Empower
the Nature Network" project held at Artvin Koru Hotel on September 3-
4.
Participation in the “Climate Change/Disaster Risk Reduction/Gender
Equality” meeting organized by UN Women on October 27th.

Ecology Meetings:

Gola participated the E-pass For Equality Project Networking and
Information Meeting held in Trabzon on 19-20 April by the Flying
Broom Foundation.
7-8 May Ağ-Da Gender Equality Solidarity Network, Sustainability
Workshop was attended.

Gender Equality Meetings:

Civil Society Meetings
Çisem Şendeniz, representing the Gola Association, attended the STGM
Civil Voices Festival held in Ankara between September 30 and October 1.
At the event, Sevilay Refika Kadıoğlu and Güneşin Aydemir took the stage
with the "Atlas of Stories from Kazdağları to Kaçkarlar" "informans". The
poster designed by Reyhan Yıldırım was exhibited at the festival.

The map on the right
was prepared by Özlem
Altıparmak for the UN
Women meeting on
October 27. The
distribution of meeting
participants is striking in
terms of both the
centralized structure of
civil society and the
positioning of Gola
within Turkish civil
society.

https://juliesbicycle.com/wp


Gola Newsletter

News from Gola is shared with those included in Gola's communication network
periodically every month. 12 Gola Newsletter were published in 2022.



On January 13, one of the writers of Milliyet newspaper, Hakan Tartan, featured Gola in
his column: "Saddlebag on its back, project in its brain"
https://www.milliyet.com.tr/yazarlar/dr-hakan-tartan/sirtindaheybebeyninde-proje-
6679850
On January 19, Fatma Genç and Özlem Şendeniz were guests of the Günebakan program
on TRT Radio1 for the promotion of its work "Beyond the Tea"
On March 15, Fatma Genç was the guest for the promotion of its book "Beyond the Tea"
to the "Günaydın Türkiye" program presented by Yiğit Yavuz on TRT Trabzon Radio.
On May 25, the news of the workshop “Beyond The Sea” by Gola was published on the
Gazete Duvar. https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/gola-kulturdenkaradan-ote-calistayi-
haber-1566276 
On the 25th of May, the news titled “Gola Culture, Art and Ecology Association
Organizes Black Sea Workshop” was published on Kuzeytv.org:
https://kuzeytv.org/golakultur-sanat-ve-ekoloji-dernegi-karadeniz-calistayi-duzenliyor/
On 26 May, the news that "Beyond Land: Looking at the Black Sea as a Marine
Enviroment Workshop is being held" was published in Evrensel:
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/462322/karadan-ote-deniz-olarakkaradenize-bakmak-
calistayi-duzenleniyor 
On May 6, "Beyond The Land" workshop by Gola's news was published on the
İstanbul'un Sesi website: https://www.istanbulunsesi.net/2022/05/26/gola-kulturden-
karadan-otecalistayi/ 
On 27 May, the news of "Beyond The Land" workshop by Gola was published at STGM:
https://www.stgm.org.tr/gola-kulturden-karadan-otecalistayi
On 22 June, Fatma Genç and Özlem Şendeniz were guests of Akgün İlhan's program
"Sudan Gelen" on Açık Radyo, about Gola's book "Beyond the Tea"
On 20 December, the news article “European Union and UN Women Continue to Join
Forces with Civil Society” was published in Haber Güven: 
 https://www.habereguven.com/avrupa-birligi-ve-un-women-sivil-toplumla-guclerini-
birlestirmeye-devam-ediyor 

Gola In Media

https://www.habereguven.com/avrupa-birligi-ve-un-women-sivil-toplumla-guclerini-birlestirmeye-devam-ediyor


 

Our Contact Information

Address: Gola Kültür Sanat ve Ekoloj� Derneğ�
Merkez Mah. 1026. Sok. Şah�nler Apt. 14/A

53700 Fındıklı/R�ze
 

Ma�l: golader@gma�l.com
Web: https://www.golader.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/goladerneg�
Tw�tter: https://www.facebook.com/goladerneg�

Instagram: https://www.�nstagram.com/goladerneg�/
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ9�7KDZIqN2prrs0UHVwlg metn� ekle


