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Gola'dan Merhaba...

Gola’nin hikayesi uzun yillar 6nce istanbul’'un gébeginde, Beyoglu'nda, Laz
kultara alaninda aretim yapan, Lazca’nin kaybolma tehlikesine karsi ayni kay-
gyl taslyan bir grup geng insanin bir araya gelmesi ile basladi.

En belirgin 6zelligimiz hem kendi kalttramuze, hem cografyamiza olan me-
safemiz idi. Hem aidiyet tasiyorduk, hem uzaktik. Hem biliyorduk, hem cahil
idik. “Dogu Karadeniz” bolgesi, “Laz” olma hali, “Temel”i, “Fadime”si... TUm
bu kavramlar dilden dile dolasiyor, gercekte taniklik ettigimiz hikayeler ve
cografyalar pek kimse tarafindan bilinmiyordu. Oysa bizler, bilinen anlamda
“Fadime ve Temel” degil idik. Laz prototipi yanlis biliniyordu, dogamiz ve kal-
turlerimiz yok oluyordu.

Elbette dunyayi degistiremezdik, ama kendimizi dénustarebilirdik.

Yesil Yayla Kultur, Sanat ve Cevre Festivali, bizim etrafinda érgutlendigimiz,
bluyudugumuiz ve dénustugumuz bu uzun soluklu surecin en 6nemli calis-
maslydi. 10 yil, yaklasik 20 kdyde, yerel isbirlikleriile canlandirdigimiz eski kdy
senliklerini yasattigimiz, calistigimiz temalar etrafinda birikimlerimizi arttirdigi-
miz, aglar olusturdugumuz muhtesem bir deneyim idi (Sirasiyla temalarimiz:
Eko-Turizm, Dogu Karadeniz'de Kirsal Mimari, Dereler, Sifali Bitkiler, Taslar,
inekler, Dogu Karadeniz Meyve Mirasi, Arilar ve Geleneksel Aricilik, Geri Do-
nusum ve imece).

Dogu Karadeniz cografyasinin (bu ne demek tam bilmiyoruz, ama biz Rize,
Artvin ve Trabzon illerinden bahsediyoruz) yerlesik halklarinin sahip oldugu
doga ve kaltar kalliyati hizla yok oluyordu. Turkiye'nin siyasi ortami, Gzerinde
yasayan halklar anadillerinde konusmaktan ¢ekinen insanlara donusturmus-
ta. Doga ile ic ice binlerce yildir bir arada yasayip komsuluk edenler birbirini
coktan otekilestirmisti bile; “Trabzonluyu sevmem”, “Rizeli kabadir”, “Artvin-
liler egitimlidir ama hep go¢ etmistir”... Kimdi bu Trabzonlu, Rizeli, Artvinli?
Neydi vadiden vadiye, kdyden kodye degisen ayristirici kullanilan kavramlar?

Gola, tam da bu noktada, dogaya uyumlu yaban hayatinin izlerini surtyor,
Lazca'ya ve tum halklarin ana dillerine esit mesafede yaklasiyordu. Baris sevi-
yordu, bir arada yasami savunuyordu, ayrimcilik karsitiydi, toplumsal cinsiyet
esitligine inaniyordu. Cocuklar, yaslilar, hayvanlar... Otekilestirilenlerin, disla-
nanlarin yaninda olmaya ¢alisiyordu.
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Merkezden yerele tasima suyla devam eden surecler, sonunda bizi cografya-
miza getirecekti. Kendi aramizda “memleket” dedigimiz yerlere yerlesmemize
vesile olacakti. Her kulturun kendine ait zenginlikleri ancak onun i¢inde yasa-
digi zamansal ve mekansal degerler icerisinde anlasilabilirdi.

Gola artik evinde. Genel merkezini Rize'nin Findikli ilgesine tasidi. Baris imza-
cisi siyaset bilimci Dr. Ozlem Sendeniz’in katilimiyla Gola 2.0 adini verdigimiz
bir donemden yaziyorum size. 17 yillik birikimimizi arsivlestirmeye, online ve
fiziksel olarak kamu ile paylasmaya hazirlaniyor, bir yandan da yeni birikimler
elde etmeye ve donusmeye devam ediyoruz.

Elinizde tuttugunuz bu kitap da, bu efsane surecin trunt, Gola'nin ilk yayini...

Bu kitap, kiymetli takim arkadaslarim arastirmaci Fatma Geng, Ozlem Sende-
niz, irfan Gagatay, Cisem Sendeniz, Reyhan Yildinm ve Gamze Canoglu’'nun
online olarak birlikte organize ettigi ve kolektif bir calismanin heyecaniyla ger-
ceklesen “Cay Calistay1”nin bir ¢iktisi olarak hazirlandi. Kitapta cay bitkisinin
hikayesini; devlet politikasini, dogada kapladigi alani, bilimsel veriler ve ka-
dim bilgilerle harmanlayarak, tanikliklan dinleyerek aktarmaya calistik. Bu ve-
sile ile oncelikle Fatma ve Ozlem'e, sonra da galistaydan kitabin hazirliklarina,
cevirilerinden mizanpajina katki saglayan tam takim arkadaslarima tesekkur
ediyorum.

Bugun anadilimizin bizi getirdigi bu yerde, binlerce yillk kadim halklarnn ve
dillerin icerdigi hayatta kalma bilgilerine her birimizin ihtiyaci oldugunu anla-
manin bilgisi yagsamin dénusum olduguna inanan bir bilingle yolculugumuzu
surdurtyoruz. Dogu Karadeniz'in yerelinde sahip oldugumuz deneyimleri ak-
tarmak ve bu vesile ile yerelde sivil toplumun guclenmesine katki saglamak
hevesiyle calismalarimiza devam ediyoruz.

Lazcadan ceviriile;

Kaoba do xelabate biZirat! / iyilik ve sevingle goriselim...

Sevilay Refika Kadioglu



Hello from Gola...

The story of Gola began many years ago in Istanbul, Beyoglu, with the gath-
ering of a group of young people who were producing about Laz culture and
were concerned about the disappearance of Laz language.

Our most distinctive characteristic was our distance from both our own culture
and geographies. We were both connected and distant. We knew and we
were ignorant. “Eastern Black Sea” region, being “Laz”, “Temel”, “Fadime”...
All these concepts were talked and the stories and geographies we actually
witnessed were unknown to many others. However, we were not “Fadime
and Temel” as known it. The Laz prototype was misknow and our nature and
cultures were disappearing.

Of course we couldn’t change the world, but we could transform ourselves.

The Green Yayla Culture, Art and Environment Festival was the most import-
ant work of this long-term process around which we were organized, grown
and transformed. It was an amazing experience for 10 years, in which we re-
lived the old village festivals with local cooperate in approximately 20 villag-
es, increased our knowledge around the themes we worked on, and formed
networks. (Our themes, respectively: Eco-Tourism, Rural Architecture in the
Eastern Black Sea Region, Streams, Medicinal Plants, Stones, Cows, Eastern
Black Sea Fruit Heritage, Bees and Traditional Beekeeping, Recycling and
Collective Work “imece”).

The nature and cultural complete works of the inhabitant of the Eastern Black
Sea region (we do not know exactly what this means, but we are talking about
the provinces of Rize, Artvin and Trabzon) was rapidly disappearing. Turkey’s
political environment has made people who afraid to speak their native lan-
guge. Those who lived together with nature for thousands of years and were
neighbors marginalized each other; “I don't like the people from Trabzon”,
“The people from Rize are rude”, “The people of Artvin are educated but they
have always migrated”... Who was this from Trabzon, Rize, Artvin? What were

the different terms used, varying from valley to valley, from village to village?

Gola, right on this point, was following the traces of nature-friendly wildlife,
treating equally Laz and all other native language. Gola is a communalist and
anti-discrimination, loves peace and believes gender equality. Children, the
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elderly, animals... Gola is trying to be on the side of the marginalized and ex-
cluded.

The processes that continued with journeys from the center to the local
would eventually bring us to our geography. It would have helped us to set-
tle in the places we call “homeland” among ourselves. The richness of each
culture could only be understood within the temporal and spatial values in
which it lived.

Gola is at home now. It moved its headquarters to Findikli district of Rize. | am
writing from a period we call Gola 2.0 with the participation of Ozlem Sendeniz
who an Academics for Peace signatory. We are getting ready to our 17 years
archive and share it with the public online and physically. On the other hand,
we continue to gain new experiences and transform.

This book you hold in your hands is the product of this legendary process,
the first publication of Gola... It was prepared as the output of the “Tea Work-
shop” organized online by a collective work my esteemed teammates, re-
searcher Fatma Geng, Ozlem Sendeniz, irffan Cagatay, Cisem Sendeniz, Rey-
han Yildinm and Gamze Canoglu, with the enthusiasm. In the book, we tried
to transfer the story of the tea plant, its state policy and the importance in
nature, by blending it with scientific data and ancient knowledge, by listening
to the testimonies. | would like to take this opportunity to thank firstly Fatma
and Ozlem, and then all my teammates who contributed to the preparation of
the book from the workshop, from the translations to the layout.

Today, in this place where our native language brought us, we continue our
journey with the knowledge of understanding that every one of us needs the
survival information contained in thousands of years old peoples and lan-
guages, and with a consciousness that believes that life is transformation.
We continue our work with the enthusiasm of conveying the experiences we
have in the local area of the Eastern Black Sea Region and, on this occasion,
contributing to the strengthening of the local civil society.

With translation from Laz;

Kaoba do xelabate biZirat! / Meet with favour and joy...

Sevilay Refika Kadioglu



Baslarken...

Bu kitap ‘Caydan Ote: Tarladan Demlige Mekanda ve Bellekte Cay Cevrimici
Calistay ve Forumu’'nun simdilik nihai ciktisidir. Giris yazimizda, bu ‘simdilik’
tahayyulunu, calistay ve forum ile cismanilestirmeye ¢alistigimiz derdimize ve
kitabin kurgusuna deginecegiz.

Birkac yildir cayl merkeze alan bir ¢alistay duzenlemeyi, Dogu Karadeniz'de
emek ve piyasa iligkilerine, donusen mekana ve bellege bakmayi, bunu me-
sele edinen insanlarla bir araya gelmeyi, konugsmaya baslamistik. Pandemi ile
birlikte hizli bir bicimde yayginlasan dijital toplanti araglarinin yaninda, konu-
lan ertelemekten vazgecmemiz gerektigi dustncesiyle 2020 sonbaharinda
Gola Kultur, Sanat ve Ekoloji Dernegi icinde fikrimiz billurlasti ve Heinrich Boll
Stiftung Dernegi Turkiye Temsilciligi ile iliskiye gectik. Nihayetinde 2021 cay
sezonu agllmadan hemen 6nce bulusmalarimizi gevrimigi platformlar araciligi
ile sanal mekanda gerceklestirdik. Peki neydi bizi bir araya getiren derdimiz?

Caydan Ote

Bir icecek olarak bilinisi cok daha eskilere dayanan ¢ayin Uretiminin ve tuke-
timinin, 6zelde Dogu Karadeniz genelde Anadolu cografyasinda yayginlas-
masl Cumhuriyet ddonemi ile es zamanli olarak gergeklesmistir. Osmanlica
kaynaklarda 'kiymetli bir bitki’ olarak ifade edilen cayin ekimi konusunda ¢a-
lismalarin yapildigi, ancak bu ¢alismalarin yanlis yer secimi nedeniyle basa-
rnsiz oldugu bilinmektedir. Cumhuriyet ile birlikte ‘bolgesel kalkinma’ saikleri
diger politikalarin énune gecince Turkiye'nin bircok yerinde tarimsal éruntu
yeniden belirlenmis, bu cercevede Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi icin de cay ziraati
ve sanayisinin gelistirilmesi konusunda devlet eliyle calismalar yaratalmastur.
Tekil denemeleri asil olarak Cumhuriyet'inilk yillarinda baglayan ¢ay tariminin
yaygin olarak yapilmasi ve sanayisinin olusturulmasi 70 yil kadar 6ncesine da-
yanmaktadir. Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi icin agirlikli ve hakim trtn haline gelen
gayin Uretiminin yayginlagsmasi, cografyanin batun yapisini dénastarmas, kal-
tar, ekoloji, mekan ve bellek Uzerinde belirleyici bir rol oynamistir. Ancak biz-
ler bugune odaklanarak icinde bulundugumuz sosyal gerceklikleri anlamaya
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meyilli varliklanz. Cay sanki hep bu cografyadaymis gibi, caya iliskin sualleri-
miz icinde oldugumuz simdiki zamanin ya da sadece cayin ‘ana gecim aracl’
olmasinin etrafinda dénmektedir. Sahi “cay bu yil kagtan aliniyor?”, “yevmiye
ne kadar oldu?”, “gubre zamani geldi mi?”, “kota, kontenjan kaca dusmus?”...
Oysa bugun g6z alabildigince dag yamaclarini kaplayan cayin yerinde, ¢ok
degil bir insan 6mra kadar evvel, baska bitkiler, agaclar vardi. Cay mahalle-
mize geldi ve butun evlerin rengini degistirdi. Biz de bunu dert ederken, bu-
gunun cay merkezli sorunlarini, cayin deddigi alanlarl gérmezden gelmeden
ama odagimizi biraz daha 6telere, dune ve yarina yonelterek ¢ayi konusmak
istedik.

Bilginin Uretimi icin G¢ unsura ihtiyag¢ vardir: Zaman, mekan ve insan. Mekani-
miz Dogu Karadeniz'di, zaman merceg@imiz lineer degil, dongusel bir izlekte
dan, bugun ve yarin arasinda salinmaktaydi. Peki ya insan unsuru? Onun da
dahil olacagi formatin belirleyeni pandemi oldu. Pandemi kosullar altinda
fiziksel bir mekanda bulusamayacagimiz asikar olunca, olabildigi kadar cok
ureticinin dahil olabilecegi bir kurgu Uzerinde calismaya basladik. Boylece
elinizde olan kitabin galistay, forum ve soylesi formatlar belirginlesmis oldu.

Calistay basligi altinda dun, bugun ve yarinda emek ve meta surecleri ile bel-
lek ve mekanda gerceklesen donusumlere odaklanildi. Forum boéluma, calis-
tayin izlegi etrafinda olabildigi kadar cok katiimcinin katkilari ile sekillendi.
Sanat aksinda ise fotograf, karikatur sergisi ve belgesel soylesisi ile caya dair
olan ve gaydan etkilenen farkli alanlardan katkilarin géranur kiinmasi amac-
landl. Kitabin boélumleri de bu izlek dogrultusunda kurgulandi: Calistay otu-
rumlari, forum ve soylesiler.

Dort ana oturum icinde toplam on u¢ sunus yapildi. ‘Cayin DUnu’ basligini
tasiyan ilk oturumumuzda Berna Guler, calistayin ve cayin hikayesinin genel
cercevesini gizdi. irfan Cagatay, caydan onceki tarim trinlerine ve tarim ge-
lenegine odakland.. Bizlere ¢cayin sahaya girmesi ile birlikte tarimsal Gretimde
yasanan donusumlerin tohum ve Urunler Gzerindeki etkisini darinin, pirincin,
kenevirin biraktigi boslugu aktardi. Fatma Geng, Turkiye'de cay bitkisinin bu
cografyaya geldigi zamanlardan buglne metalasma surecini ve Uretim iligki-
lerinde gerceklesen degisimi aktardi.

‘Tarladan Demlige’ basligini tastyan ikinci oturumumuz, dun ile bugun arasin-
daki képranan agirligini ve populer kultaran eglenceli tonunu es zamanli ta-
sidi. Recep Koyuncu, cayin bolgedeki ilk yillarina mercegi cevirerek, bélgede
¢ay taniminin baslangicina ve yayginlagsmasina iligkin tarihsel bir anlati sundu.
Elif Karagimen ile Ekin Degirmenci, 2018 yilinin Temmuz ve Agustos aylarinda



Baslarken...

Dogu Karadeniz yerelinde yaptiklari saha arastirmasinin sonugclarini bizlerle
paylastilar. Cayin haneler Uzerinde yaptigi degisimin guncel takibi acisindan
kiymetli ve guncel bir bakis edindik. Oturumun son konusmasinda Evun Oku-
mus, bize ¢ayin bir icecekten 6te oldugunu, gundelik hayatta ve kaltarde ¢ayi
askla sevmek Uzerine yaptigi takibi aktardi; konusma bittiginde butan katiim-
cilar ‘caysamisti’ ve soylesi 6ncesi molada ¢ay icmek konusunda heveslilerdi.

Bulusmamizin ikinci ginande gerceklesen “Cayin Yukanua Tagiyanlar” baglikl
dorduncu oturumumuz bizleri emek sureglerine odaklanmaya davet ediyor-
du. Melda Yaman’in tarimsal Uretimde kadin emegine kuresel ve tarihsel bir
perspektiften bakma imkani sunan konusmasinin ardindan gittikge yerelle-
sen, spesifiklesen bir ¢izgide gay Ureticisi olma deneyime odaklandik. Nihan
Cigerci Ulukan ile Umut Ulukan, enformel emek sureci, mevsimlik iscilik ola-
rak cay isciligi mobilizasyonu ve yaricilik Uzerinden gerceklestirdikleri saha
calismalarini aktardilar. Cay tarlasi sahibi olamayan, yevmiyeli ¢ay Ureticilerin-
den sonra rotamizi ¢ay karnesi sahibi hanelere, Aslihan Yilmaz Uzun’un Ho-
pali kadinlar ile yaptig yuksek lisans tezinin sonugclarina dondurdik. Uretim
araci sahibi olmak ya da olmamak arasindaki gri bolgede kalan yerli Ureticilik
ve kadinlik deneyimi kesisimindeki anlatilari dinledik.’

Calistayin kapanis oturumu ‘Ve Doga... Ve Mekan... Ve Bellek..." icinde bulun-
dugumuz sosyal gerceklige daha genis bir aks icinde bakmaya davet etti kati-
lmcilar. Melek Goregenli mekana, zamana ve bellege odaklanarak Dogu Ka-
radeniz'in dénusen gevresinin (ve dolayisi ile ¢ehresinin) insanlar Uzerindeki
etkisine, ana donusturucu olarak cayin hatirlanmasindan aidiyete kadar farkli
baglam ve hislerde yarattig degisime iliskin kuramsal bir cerceve ¢izdi. ibra-
him O. Kaboglu, dogaya yonelik saldir ve talan politikasi icinde ¢cevrenin bir
6zne olarak haklarina odaklanarak, ¢cayin degistirdikleri yaninda bir parantez
acti ve insan ve doga haklari ile adalet istenci baglaminda bir tartisma alani
sundu. Fuat Ercan, ekonominin kalkinma ndansinin Dogu Karadeniz'de giyin-
digi yesil pelerine, cay ve ekonomi politik iliskisine odagimizi gevirdi. S. Refika
Kadioglu, bellek, cevre hukuku ve kalkinma ideolojisi baglaminda cizilen ¢ati-
nin icini Dogu Karadeniz'in gecirdigi dilsel, kalturel ve yasamsal donusum ile
incelikle isledi.

Calistay ve soylesilere katilmis kisilere acik olan forumumuzda, yontemimiz
olabildigi kadar ¢cok kisinin ¢aya dair fikir telakkisinde bulunmasini saglamak,

1 Maalesef ¢ay fabrikasinda tcretli iscilik konusunu ele alamadik. Konuyu tartismaya agacak
olan Rahsan inal, saglik sebeplerinden 6tiirii aramiza katilamayinca emek oturumunda tarla
sahibi olanlar ve iicretli tarim isgilerin deneyim ve verisine odaklandik. Oniimizdeki ¢alisma-
larda bu 6nemli alana detaylariyla deginmeyi arzulamaktayiz.
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bir sonuca varmayi degil surecin ¢cok renkli ve cok sesli olmasini saglamak
oldu. Bu baglamda birinci turda gida egemenligi, agroekolojik ¢ay tarimi ve
cay kanunu ile gancel politik tartismalar, ikinci ve Gg¢uncu turda ¢ayin anim-
sattiklari ile bellek ve is gucu mobilizasyonu Uzerinden mekana iliskin olarak
sekillendi. Forum ayrica bizlere konuya arastirmaci ve akademisyen gozlukle-
rinin disinda yerelin dinamikleri ile bakma firsati sundu.

Caydan Ote'nin 6zgun bir diger ayagini sanat oturumlari ve soylesileri olus-
turdu. Calistay ve forumlarin surdaga gunlerin aksaminda cay etrafinda du-
sinen ve Uretimlerinde c¢aya deg@inen sanatgilar ile soylesiler duzenlendi.
Gunesin Aydemir'in kolaylastiriciliginda Ozcan Yuksek ile ‘Cayin Kitabl’ eseri
uzerinden gerceklesen soylesi ve fotograf sergisinde farkli cografyalara ve
duyulara seslenildi. Erhan Yasar Babalik ile gerceklesen ikinci soylesimiz,
urettigi karikaturlerle Dogu Karadeniz'in son 30 yilina dair 6nimuze ¢ikan
panorama etrafinda gergeklesti. Son oturumda ilkay Nisanci’'nin 2006 tarihli
“Bir Yudum Bekleyis” belgeselinin yapilis asamasina degindik ve belgeselin
bugtnde karsilik bulan yansimalari Gzerinden soylestik.

Boylece Gola'nin sanal mekandaki ev sahipliginde G¢ gun boyunca yereli
yerelden konusmayi 6nceleyerek odagimiza aldigimiz ¢cayin 6tesine gegcme
tahayyulumuz gerceklesmis oldu. Cayin Dogu Karadeniz'de bir icecekten, bir
metadan, bir bitkiden ¢ok daha fazlasi haline geldigini konusmus ve bugunu
alimlamak icin cayin simdiliginin 6tesine odaklanan, cok aktorlu ve interdi-
sipliner bir bulusmay1 pandemi kosullari altinda dahi olsa etkilesimi olabildi-
gince fazla tutarak gerceklestirmis olmaktan 6tura mutluyuz. Elbette eksiklik-
lerimiz, zamansizliktan 6tart yarim biraktiklarimiz oldu. Ancak hem bizlerin
hem de Gola’'nin ¢ok katmanli merakinda cayin degdigi pek cok boyut daha
oldugunun bilinci ile hem caya hem de Dogu Karadeniz cografyasina iliskin
farkli tematik bulusmalar ile adim adim netlesmeyi, eksikliklerimizi azaltarak
cogalmayi umut ediyoruz. Séyleyecek daha cok s6zimuz var. Bilginin, dene-
yimin so6zlu oldugu kadar yazili dolagimini ve kaliciigini da énemsedigimiz
icin ‘Caydan Ote: Tarladan Demlige Mekanda ve Bellekte Cay Cevrimici Ca-
listay ve Forumu’'nu sanal mekanda, s6zlu ve gorsel bicimde birakmayarak
okuyucunun karsisina ¢iktik.

Ve tesekkurlerimiz... Pek tabii boylesi bir etkinlik minnet ve tesekkur hisleri-
ni canlandirmadan gerceklesemezdi. Heinrich Boll Stiftung Dernegi Turki-
ye Temsilciligi'ne, birlikte calistigimiz Menekse Kizildere'ye tesekkur ederiz.
Once sunumlariyla sonra da yazili metinleri ile bizlerle olan, zamansal butin
kisitlamalari asan, isimlerini 6nceki satirlarda zikrettigimiz hocalarimiza, ar-
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kadaslarimiza mutesekkiriz. iki hafta sonuna yayilmis ¢ gun boyunca hem
zoom odasinda hem de facebook canli yayinlari araciligi ile bizlerle olan ka-
tiimcilarimiza ilgi, alaka ve katkilar i¢in tesekkur ederiz. Cevrimici ¢alistayin
teknik destegini saglayan Birsen Gamze Canoglu ve Cisem S$endeniz'e ve
Cay Calistayl Calisma Grubu olarak Gola'nin ¢atisi altinda uyumlu, etkilesimli
ve besleyici bir calisma deneyimi sunan arkadaslarimiza ne soylesek az. Bu
kitabin cismanilesmesi strecinde katki sunan irffan Cagatay, Reyhan Yildinm,
Cemil Cahit Yavuz'a; yazilan yeniden yeniden okuyan: Elif Karagimen, Melda
Yaman, Melek Goregenli, Nihan Cigerci Ulukan, Umut Ulukan, Fuat Ercan, El-
van Guloksuz, Evun S. Okumus, Cansu Boz, Erdogan Boz'a, Munise Nur Ak-
tan’a metinlerin ¢eviri yukunu ustlenen Cisem Sendeniz ile metinlerden Ugu-
nu ceviren Nese Sen’e ve proofreading destedi saglayan Pelin Tustas’a ayrica
tesekkur ederiz. Keza elbette bilgisayar basinda gecen saatleri mamkun kilan
ailelerimize de mutesekkiriz, var olsunlar.

Cankaya & Findikli
Mayis 2021






In Beginning...

This book is the final output of the ‘Beyond Tea: From Field to Pot, Tea in Spa-
ce and Memory Online Workshop and Forum'’ for now. In our introduction, we
incarnated the problem and the plot of the book that we are trying to form the
imagination of “for now” with the workshop and forum.

For the past few years, we have started to organize a workshop focusing on
tea, weed through at labor and market relations and transforming space and
memory in the Eastern Black Sea, to get together and talk people who take
this as an issue. As a result of the perception that we should stop postponing
the issues with the digital meeting tools that have become widespread rapid-
ly with the pandemic, within the Gola Culture, Art and Ecology Association
our idea was crystallized in the autumn of 2020 and we contacted the Turkey
Representation of the Heinrich Boll Stiftung Association. Eventually, just befo-
re the beginning of tea season, we held our meetings in virtual media through
online platforms. So, what was our problem that brought us together?

Beyond Tea

The widespread production and consumption of tea, which has known as a
beverage much eatrlier, especially in the Eastern Black Sea region and gene-
rally in the Anatolian geography, took place simultaneously with the Repub-
lican era. It is known that studies have been carried out on the cultivation of
tea, which is expressed as a “precious plant” in Ottoman sources, but these
studies were unsuccessful due to wrong location selection. When the “regi-
onal development” motives preceded other policies with Republic, the agri-
cultural pattern has been redefined in many parts of Turkey and within this
framework, studies have been carried out by state for the development of tea
agriculture and industry for the Eastern Black Sea Region. Tea agriculture’s
singular trials mainly started in the early years of the Republic. Its widespre-
ad practice and the establishment of its industry dated back 70 years. The
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spread of tea production, which has become dominant for the Eastern Black
Sea Region, transformed the entire structure of the geography and played
a decisive role in culture, space and memory. However, we are beings who
tend to understand the social realities we live in by focusing on the present.
As if tea has always been in this geography, our questions about tea is around
the present time we are in or simply tea as a “main livelihood”. “How much is
the tea bought this year?”, “How much is the daily wage”, “Is the time for fer-
tilizer?”, "How much the contingent decrease?”... However, instead of the tea
that covered the mountain slopes as far as the eye could see, there were other
plants and trees, not long ago, for a lifetime. Tea came to our neighborhood
and changed the color of all houses. While we were concerned about this, we
wanted to talk about tea without ignoring today’s tea-centered problems and
also problems in the center and the areas that touched by tea, but focus on a
little further, yesterday and tomorrow.

Three elements are needed for the production of knowledge: time, space and
human. Our space is Eastern Black Sea Region. Our lens of time is in a circular
rather than linear pattern between yesterday and today and tomorrow. What
about the human element? It has the pandemic that determined the format
in which it will be included. When it became clear that we could not meet in
a physical place under pandemic conditions, we started working on a setup
that could involve as many producers as possible. In this way, the workshop,
forum and conversation formats of book in your hand became clear.

Under the title of the workshop, the focus was on the transformations that
took place in labor, commodity, processes, memory and space in yesterday,
today and tomorrow. The forum section was shaped around the theme of the
workshop with the contributions of as many participants as possible. On the
art side, it was aimed to make visible contributions from different fields rela-
ted to tea and affected by tea with photography, caricature exhibition and
documentary interview. The chapters of the book were also designed in this
direction: workshop sessions, forum and conversations.

Thirteen presentations were made in four main sessions. Berna Guler formed
the general frame of the workshop and story of tea in our first session under
the title of “Yesterday of the Tea”. irfan Cagatay focused on agricultural pro-
ducts and tradition before the tea. He told us about the impact of the trans-
formations in agricultural production on seed and products with start of tea
production and the gap left by millet, rice and hemp in the field of agriculture.
Fatma Geng¢ talked about commodification process and changing producti-
on relations since tea came to this geography in Turkey. Our second section
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“From Field to Pot” carried the burden of the bridge between yesterday and
today and the fun tone of popular culture simultaneously. Recep Koyuncu,
mentioned the early years of tea in the region and presented a historical nar-
rative about the beginning and widespread of tea agriculture in the region.
Elif Karagimen and Ekin Degirmenci shared the results of the field research
they conducted in the Eastern Black Sea region in July and August 2018 with
us. We have gained a valuable and current perspective about follow up of the
change made by tea on households. Evun Okumus told us that tea is more
than a drink, and the follow-up she made in daily life and culture on falling in
love with tea. With the last speech of the session, all participants were thirsty
for tea and enthusiastic to drink tea before other conversation.

Fourth session on the second day of our meeting was invited us to focus on
labor processes under the title “People who Carry the Burden of Tea”. After
Melda Yaman's presentation which we had an opportunity to look at women’s
labor in agricultural production from a global and historical perspective, we
focused on the experience of being a tea producer in an increasingly locali-
zed, specific level. Nihan Cigerci Ulukan and Umut Ulukan talked about the
informal labor process, mobilization of tea work as seasonal labor, and share
cropper. After the tea producers who are not owner of fields, we turned to the
households with feed manufacturing license, to the results of Aslihan Yilmaz
Uzun’s master thesis with women from Hopa. We listened to experiences of
domestic producer and femininity in the gray zone between owning a agent
of production or not.”

The closing session of the workshop “And Nature ... And Space... And Me-
mory ..." invited the participants to look at the social reality we are in with a
broader axis. By focusing on space, time and memory, Melek Géregenli drew
a theoretical framework on the effect of the transforming environment of the
Eastern Black Sea region and the change it creates in different contexts and
feelings, from remembering tea as the main transformer to belonging. ibra-
him O. Kaboglu focused on the rights of the environment as a subject within
the policy of attack and plundering against nature. By opening a parenthesis
next to the tea’s changes and opened a new discussion door into the context
of human and nature rights. Fuat Ercan turned our focus on the green cloak
worn by the development nuance of the economy in the Eastern Black Sea

1 Unfortunately we were unable to handle the subject the issue of wage labor in the tea
factory. Rahsan inal, who will open the subject for discussion, could not join us due to health
issues, so we focused on the experience and data of those who own land and agricultural wage
workers in the labor session. We hope to focus on this important area in the upcoming studies.
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region, and the relationship between tea and political economy. S. Refika Ka-
dioglu has elaborated the linguistic, cultural and vital transformation that the
Eastern Black Sea has undergone in the context of memory, environmental
law and development ideology.

In our forum, which is open to people who participated in workshops and
conversations, our method was to ensure that as many people as possible ref-
lect ideas on tea, and not to reach a conclusion, but to make the process mul-
ticolored and polyphonic. In this context, in the first round, food sovereignty,
agroecological tea agriculture and tea law, and current political discussions,
in the second and third rounds continued to go around the space through
the things tea reminds, memory and workforce mobilization. The forum also
provided us with the opportunity to look at the subject with the dynamics of
the local, outside the glasses of researchers and academics.

Art sessions and talks constituted another distinctive aspect of Beyond Tea. In
the evening of the days workshops and forums takes place, interviews were
held with artists who think around tea and touch on tea in their productions.
With the moderation of Gunesin Aydemir, in the conversation and photograp-
hy exhibition that took place over Ozcan Yuksek’s work, The Book of Tea, dif-
ferent geographies and senses were addressed. In our second interview with
Erhan Yasar Babalik, we talked about the caricatures he produced that shows
the panorama of the last 30 years of the Eastern Black Sea. In our last session,
we talked about the formation process of ilkay Nisanci’s documentary “anTE-
Acipation” dated 2006 and its reflections about today.

Thus, our imagination of going beyond tea, which we focused on talking
about local from local for three days in Gola's virtual place, was realized. We
are happy to being able to discuss about tea that has become more than a
drink, a commodity, a plant in the Eastern Black Sea region, and that we have
realized a multi-actor and interdisciplinary meeting, even under pandemic
conditions, by keeping the interaction as much as possible. Of course, there
were our shortcomings and those that we left unfinished due to timelessness.
However, we are aware that there are many other dimensions that tea touc-
hes in the multi-layered curiosity of both us and Gola. We hope to become
clear step by step with different thematic meetings on both tea and the Eas-
tern Black Sea geography, and to multiply by reducing our deficiencies. We
have more words to say. Since we care about the written circulation and per-
manence of knowledge and experience as well as verbal, by not leaving “Be-
yond Tea: From Field to Pot, Tea in Space and Memory Online Workshop and
Forum” in a virtual space, verbally and visually, we came before the reader.
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Our thanks... Of course, such an event could not take place without stimula-
ting feelings of gratitude and appreciation. We would like to thank the Tur-
key Representation of the Heinrich Boll Stiftung Association and to Menekse
Kizildere with whom we work. We are grateful to our instructor and friends
whose names we mentioned in the previous lines, who were with us first with
their presentations and then with their written texts, overcoming all spatial
restrictions. We would like to thank our participants who have been with us
both in the zoom room and through facebook live broadcasts for three days,
including two weekends for their interest, relevance and contribution. Speci-
al thanks to irfan Cagatay, Reyhan Yildirnm, Cemil Cahit Yavuz, who contribu-
ted to the materialization process of this book, and to those who re-read the
articles: Elif Karacimen, Melda Yaman, Melek Goregenli, Nihan Cigerci Ulukan,
Umut Ulukan, Fuat Ercan, Elvan Guléksuz, Evun S. Okumus, Cansu Boz, Erdo-
¢gan Boz, and to Cisem Sendeniz for undertaking the translation burden of the
texts, Nese Sen for translating three of the texts, and Pelin Tustas for proofrea-
ding support. As the Tea Workshop Working Group, we cannot thank enough
our friends who work under the roof of Gola in a harmonious, interactive and
nurturing way. Also, we are grateful to our families who made the hours spent
at the computer possible.

Cankaya &Findikli
May 2021
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Uretim iliskilerinin Déntstm:
Tarladan Caya izlence

Berna Giiler

Topragin bagrinda yetisen cay bitkisi; icecek formuna gelip rengiyle gozleri-
mize, kokusuyla nefesimize, tadiyla damak zevkimize, sicakligiyla dokunma
hissini harekete gecirip bes duyumuza birden hitap eder. Bir de karsilikli yu-
dumlandiginda sohbeti pekistirir ki sevingte, mutlulukta, htzinde, yasta tim
hislere ortak olan g¢aya, sevenler icin bir bitkiden 6te derin bir mana atfedilir.
Marcell Mauss, “(m)ana dusuncesi, kurtuldugumuzu dusundugumuz ama so-
nuc olarak anlamakta zorlandigimiz karmasik dasuncelerden biridir. Karanlik
muglak ve bununla birlikte son derece belirli bir kullanimi olan dusuncedir.
Soyut ve nesnel olan ancak bununla birlikte somut noktalarla dolu olan du-
suncedir” diye agiklar (Mauss 2011:174). Cay ile ilgili zinnimizin Grettigi du-
stnceler kendimizle kurdugumuz iliskinin ve sosyal iligkilerin de pargasini
olusturur.

Turkiye, kisi basina yillik 3,16 kg ile cay tuketiminde dtnyada birinci, cay Ure-
timinde onuncu sirada yer almaktadir. Cayin farkli Granlerin Gretimine etki
eden bir sosyal iliski oldugu, ¢ayla birlikte olmazsa olmazi ¢cay bardagy, " kasigi,
altligr ve seker aretiminin eklenmesiyle gortulmektedir?. Sosyal iligkisel duze-
neginden habersiz olan cay; bir yanda kozmetik, ecza, ilac sanayisinde girdi
malzemesi, diger yanda CAYKUR ile cay ureticisi ulus devlet, bir futbol takimi
olan CAYKUR Rizespor'un ana sponsoru olarak devasa toplumsal iligkilerin
hem nesnesi hem de 6znesi konumundadir. Oyle ise ¢caya dair bilinen yapi
nasil var olmustur? Bu soruya cevap verebilmek icin cayin ontik-epistemik
bilgisine ihtiyacimiz var.

Roy Bhaskar'in (2017) vurgusuyla sosyal ontoloji “sosyal iligkiler butanu”
icinde anlasilabilirken, sosyal epistemoloji ise tarihsel ve mekansal baglamda
sosyal varligin bilgi setlerini olusturmaktadir. Bununla birlikte gézden kaciril-

1 Yillik 450 milyon adet cam gay bardagi liretilmektedir.

2 Ayrintili bilgi igin bkz. https://www.finansgundem. com/haber/bardak -yapamiyoruz-ama-he-

def-2023/306533 ve https:
timi-6956469-haberi/
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mamasli gereken sosyal varligin salt bireysel ya da sosyal olarak gézlemlenir
olana ve sosyal bilginin de salt sosyal alanda bilgisi elde edilebilir olana in-
dirgenmemesidir. iligkiler mutlak olmayip; farklilasan, cesitlenen, akiskan ve
degisebilen ozelliklere sahip iken, i¢sel ve digsal kosullar dinamik bicimde
seylere, olaylara, olgulara, eylemlere ve iliskilere etki etmektedir. Dolayisiyla
cayl hem nesne hem de 6zne olarak iliskisel duzenekleri ile tarihsel ve me-
kansal baglamda sosyal iliskiler butint olarak anlayabilmemiz mamkuanduar.

Bir Sosyal iligki: Uretim iligkisi

insan-insan ve insan-doga iliskilerinin birlikte var ettigi Gretim iliskisini, tarihsel
degisim surecinin ugragi olan kapitalist Uretim iliskileri icinde yasamaktayiz.
Kapitalist uretim iligkileri sadece tarla, fabrika, buro ve ev icinde hayat bul-
muyor, ayni zamanda toplumsal belledi, akli, hissi ve kendi bilgisini yeniden
ve yeniden Ureten bir mekanizmayla da var olmaktadir. Sermaye duzeninin
sureksizlige ickin olmasi, surekliligini gerceklestirebilmesi icin kendini ye-
niden var etmesinin yollarini kesfetme ¢abasi, insanin ve doganin sinirlarini
asmayl maharet saymistir. Ne var ki Karl Marx'in da ifade ettigi “(s)ermaye bir
sey olmayip, seylerin araciligiyla kisiler arasinda kullanilan toplumsal iliskidir”
(Marx 2010: 730). Sermaye bir kisilik olmayip emek, toprak, meta ve paranin
iliskiselliginden dogan sosyal bir iliski olarak karsimiza ¢cikmaktadir (Lefebvre
2019: 74). Dolayisiyla sermaye; emek, toprak, meta ve paranin iligkiselliginin
surduralebilmesi igin sermayeler, emekgiler ve devlet ile iligkisinde gug ilis-
kileri baglaminda ittifaklar, gerilimler, cekismeler, ¢eliskiler dolayiminda hep
istikrar ve duizen arayisi olmustur. Sermayenin istikrar ve duzen arayigi; hafi-
za, mekan, zaman, doga, yaratim, Uretim, caba, duygu gibi olaylari, olgulari,
durumlarn yeniden bicimlendirirken, Uretilen mal ve hizmeti eskimeye maruz
birakir, yeni dedigini de kacirilmayacak firsat olarak sunar. Eski olani gunu
geldiginde parlatip, yeni olarak sunma cesaretinden de eksik kalmaz.

Tarihsel surecte ilk birikim mekanizmasi tarihin tozlu raflarinda kalan bir uy-
gulama olarak gorunurken, Marx'in da ifade ettigi gibi toplumsal yeniden
Uretim i¢in her daim uygulamaya konulabilen gerekli bir durum oldugunun
alti gizilmektedir (2010: 689). ilk birikim, Greticiyi Uretim araglarindan ayiran;
toplumsal gecim aracglarini sermayeye, dogrudan Ureticileri de Ucretli emek-
cilere donusturen tarihsel surectir. Halk yiginlarninin topraktan mulksuzlestiril-
meleri, kapitalist Uretim tarzinin temelidir ve bunu saglayan birden ¢ok arac
(sémurgecilik, zor, devlet borglari sistemi, vergilendirme, himayecilik vb.) var-
dir. Kapitalist uretim, Ureticileri tretim araglarindan ayiran sareci hem surdurar
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hem de artan boyutta yeniden Uretir (Marx 2016: 686-740). W. Bonofeld ilk
birikimi, askida uygulama olarak adlandirir; intiya¢ duyuldugunda dun oldu-
Qu gibi bugun ve yarnn da yeniden giindeme dahil edilebilir olarak tanimlar
(Bonofeld 2014: 68).

Sermaye bir sey degilse ve toprak, emek, meta ve para ile kurdugu sosyal ilis-
kiyle ortaya ¢ikiyorsa, sermaye birikimi; Uretken formda sermaye (tarlada, fab-
rikada, atolyede, buroda), ticari formda sermaye (perakende, toptancilik) ve
para formda sermaye (banka, sigorta, borsa, fon v.b.) olarak ¢cogalir. Bununla
da kalmaz, yerelden ulusala, ulusaldan uluslararasi duzeye erisir. Bu yayilma
sermayenin genislemesi olarak adlandirilirken, genislemenin itici gucu cok
farkli sektorlerin tek cati altinda toplandigi, holdinglesme olarak gerceklesir.
Diger yandan yerel, ulusal ve uluslararasi duzeyde sirket birlesmeleri ve sa-
tin almalar gibi uygulamalar ile sermaye merkezilesmeye baslar. Sermayenin
merkezilesmesi, oligopol egilimi gug¢lendirirken, tekellesme egilimi de ardil
sonucu olur (Ercan 2001).

Kalkinma ve sanayilesmenin insasi ulus devlet eliyle sermaye birikiminin in-
sasl icin saglanan duzeneklerin olusturulmasiyla gerceklesir. Ortak iyiye ya-
pilan vurgu, esitsiz guc iliskilerini gérunmezlestirirken muazzam mal ve hiz-
met Uretimi, Gretim araclarinin sahibi sermaye kesimi icin muazzam metalar
ve birikim anlamina gelmektedir. Uretim araglarindan yoksun kesimler igin bu
surec yoksunluk, yoksulluk, malksuzluk, guvencesizlik biciminde, belirsizligin
yasandigi ve yasaniyor olduguna dair tarihsel surec olarak sekillenmektedir.

Cay uretimi de sanayilesmenin, kapitalistlesmenin ve kalkinmanin bir parcasi-
dir. Tarladan bardaga kadar insan emeginin mesakkatli gucuyle aciga cikarlan
cayin degisim degeriyle birlikte meta olarak birikimin kaynagini olusturan tre-
tim iligkileri sonucunda ortaya ciktigini izleyebiliyoruz (Geng 2009; Geng 2021).

Gay Bitkisinden Sanayi Uriiniine

Sanayilesmenin temel unsuru, kapitalizmin evrimlesme surecinin igleyis di-
namigi icinde ortaya ¢cikmaktadir. Sanayilesme sureci, kapitalistlesme sureci
anlamina gelirken, sanayilesmenin ingasi kapitalist toplum yapisinin insasi
demektir. Kalkinma fenomeni ise ortak iyiye isaret eden, sanayilesme ve kapi-
talistlesmenin yarattigi esitsiz iliskilerinin varligini gélgeleyen alimli tul perde
olmay! her daim surduren bir kavram olarak karsimiza cikmaktadir. Ozellikle
ikinci Dunya Savasi sonrasinda kalkinma gabasi, sanayilesme ve kapitalist-
lesme asamasi geciken toplumlar i¢in sanayilesmenin ve kapitalistlesmenin
tamamlanma sureci olarak isaret edilmektedir. Guinumuzde sanayilesme ve
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kapitalistlesme surecini ge¢ tamamlayan toplumlar icin halen kalkinma nos-
yonu 6zel 6nemini korumaktadir. Sanayilesememenin, kapitalistlesmemenin
ve kalkinamamamin aksakliklari ise sermaye birikiminin sorunsalinin ¢6zum-
suzlugunde gizlidir. Sermaye birikiminin ¢6zumsazlugu ise sureksizligine ic-
kin olmasidir. Hem geg¢ kapitalistlesmis hem de erken kapitalistlesmis ve sana-
yilesmis toplumlarda sermaye birikiminin sureksizligine dair ¢ozum arayislar
tarinsel stre¢ olarak énumuzde durmaktadir (Ercan 2004).

Kalkinma, sanayilesme ve kapitalistlesmenin gerekli kosullari, sermaye biriki-
minin zorunlu ugraklari ulus devletin izleyiciligi ve gerektiginde mudahilligi
ile gerceklesmektedir. ikinci kisimda Uretimin bir iliski ve sermayenin de bir
sey degil toprak, meta, para ve emek ile ortaya cikan bir iliski oldugunun vur-
gusu yapilmistl. Boylece sermayenin zorunlu ugraklarindan biri, nesnelerin
kullanim degerinden ¢ikartilip degisim degerinin yaratildigi meta piyasasinin,
ulus devletin tesviki ile Uretken (tarim ve sanayi) ve ticari kapitalistlerin olu-
sum surecidir. Meta piyasasinin igleyisi i¢in yatinm mallarinin ve tuketim mal-
larinin Gretimine ihtiyag vardir. Bu Gretimin agiga ¢ikarilmasinin olmazsa olma-
z1emek piyasasinin olusumu yani Uretim arac¢larinin mulkiyetinden koparilmis
(tarlada, fabrikada, buroda, atélyede, hanede) emekgi yiginlarin yaratilmasi-
dir. Sermaye birikiminin bir diger ugragi ise (banka, borsa, fon, borg, krediler)
para piyasasinin ve para kapitalistlerinin olusturulmasidir. Ulus devlet, merkez
bankasi, rezervler, butge, vergiler, ithalat, ihracat olanaklari, yabanci yatinmlar
ile doviz biciminde sermaye ihtiyacinin yaratilmasi dolayiminda kurulan iliski-
ler, ekonomi programlari ve planlamalar eliyle tekil kapitalistlerin ve kapitalist
iliskilerin olusturulmasi gibi bir dizi durumla gtundelik hayatimizda olan he-
men hemen her seyi sanayi ve hizmet Urana olarak karsimiza ¢ikartmaktadir.

On dokuzuncu yuzyilda dunya kapitalist sistemine esitsiz eklemlenen Os-
manli‘da, kapitalistlesmenin sancili isleyisini, sanayilesememenin sikintilari-
ni® ve Osmanli’dan kapitalistlesme surecini devralan yeni ulus devlet Turkiye
Cumbhuriyeti'nin, azgelismislik kiskacinda 1930'lu yillarda ¢ay bitkisinin Rize
ve gevresinde gogalmaya baslamasiyla birlikte ilk gay fabrikasi kurulur (Geng
2021). Yine bu dénemde ¢ayin tarimsal bir Urtin olarak nasil ve nerede ekile-
cegine, nasil bir kurumsal diizenleme olacagina iliskin yasal duzenlemeler de
ulus devlet eliyle duzenlenir. 1973 yilina gelindiginde ulus devlet tarafindan
Cay isletmeleri Genel Mudurlugu (CAYKUR) adi altinda “karliik ve verimlilik”
anlayisl icerisinde ve “sermaye birikimine yardim etmek suretiyle daha fazla
yatinm kaynag yaratacak sekilde faaliyette bulunmalidir” ifadesi gergevesin-
de cay tarim ve sanayisi olusturulur (Geng 2010: 99-100).

3 Osmanli’'nin diinya kapitalist sisteme eklemlenme sikintili streci ile ilgili ayrintilh bilgi igin
bkz. (Keyder 1985)
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Bir tarimsal arun haline getirilen cay, 1980 dncesi tarimsal politikalarin ana
unsuru olan kalkinmanin temel faktoéra olur. Boylece 1980 éncesi tarimsal
politikalar kapsaminda diger tarimsal Grtnler de oldugu gibi caya da 6nem
atfedilerek yasamsal faaliyetlerin tedarikgisi olma 6zelligi pekistirilir. Bu ger-
cevede ulusal pazarlar icin Uretim yaklasimi, kendi kendine yeterli olma kay-
gisi ile bolgesel seviyede sadece Uretim odakli bir bakis benimsenir (Tarim
Raporu, 2013). Hann ve Hann (2003) “iki Buguk Yaprak” adli calismalarinda
Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi'nde cayin toplum genelinde vazgecilmez bir ice-
cek olarak benimsetilmesinde, yerelde burokrasi kadrolarinin toplantilarinda
icecek olarak ikram edilmesinin, ¢ay evlerinin acilmasinin ve kiraathanelerin
vazgecilmezi kilinmasinin rolt olduguna dikkat ¢ekerler. Boylece cay, tuketim
aliskanligi da pekistirilerek genis kesimleri kapsayan toplumsal yeniden ure-
timin vazgecilmezi olur.

Diger yandan Dogu Karadeniz'de doganin kosullari, cografik konum gecimlik
ekonomiyi yayginlastirmis ve cay ulus devlet eliyle temel politika kapsamin-
da desteklenerek biriciklestirilmisti. Ancak bu biriciklestirme cay ureticiligi ve
emek gucu acisindan nufusun hepsini kapsamak icin yeterli olmamistir. Bu-
nunla birlikte bolgede egitim, saglik, is olanaklarinin kisitiliginin i¢ gogu artir-
mis oldugu hatirda tutulmalidir. i¢ go¢; kalkinma, sanayilesme, kapitalistlesme
ile gelismez, aksine kentlerde ucuz emek gucunu artirdigi icin sermaye birikimi
olanaklarinin yaratilmasi igin bulunmaz firsat olarak kabul edilir (Ulukan 2021).

Ote yandan 1960-1980 doneminde sanayi Uretimi yerli girdilere dayandigin-
dan tannmda yUksek fiyatlar ve gelirler, sanayinin ¢ikarlariyla geligkili bir konum-
da olmadigi icin sanayi sermayesi ile tarim sermayesi arasinda ittifak olusturu-
lur. Yine ayni donemde kucuk 6lcekli sermayeler palazlanmaya baslar (Gulalp
1993: 35-38). Ortak iyiye vurgu yapan kalkinma, memleket meselesi olarak ifa-
delendirilirken, ulus devlet eliyle ulusal sinirlar icinde ithal ikameci buyime mo-
deli cercevesinde, yani ice dontk sermaye birikim stratejisi odakli politikalarla
yerel ve ulusal sermaye birikim olanaklarinin yaratilmasi tesvik edilir. Elbette
ulusal sinirlar icinde birikim olanaklarinin yaratilma ¢abasi tek basina sermaye-
nin surekliligini icermez. Bunun nedeni sermaye olanaklarinin genislemesine
ve merkezilesmesine ihtiya¢ duyulmasidir. Sermayenin uluslararasilasma egili-
mini gerceklestirebilmesi icin ihracata dayali buyume modelinin, yani disa do-
nuk sermaye birikim rejiminin, uygulandigi politikalar hayata gecirilebilir olma-
udir. Nitekim 24 Ocak 1980'de ihracata dayall buyume modeline iliskin hayata
gecirilen ekonomik kararlar, 12 Eylul 1980 askeri darbesi sonrasinda toplumsal
muhalefetin etkin sekilde bastirilmasiyla tretim iliskileri alaninda yeni politikala-
rin uygulanabilir olmasi i¢in kolaylastirilmis olur (Ercan 2004: 12).
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1980 sonrasinda tarimsal destekler en aza indirilir ve sadece kalkinmanin bir
parcasi olarak kabul gérmeye baslar. Bununla birlikte tarimsal Grtnler icin po-
litik ele alis da degisir. Boylece ticarete konu olan bir meta; kuresel olcekte
izlenmesi ve yonetilmesi gerekli bir alan olarak belirlenirken; dunya icin Ure-
tim ve pazarlama yaklasimi, kuresel ticarete konu olma amacini iceren marka-
lasma, Uretim ve tuketimin butuncul olarak degerlendirilmesinin beklenmesi
olarak sekillendirilir (Tarim Raporu 2013).

Gecen ddonem sermaye yaratabilme ihtiyaclarini karsilamaya donuk ulus dev-
letin elinde bulunan tarimsal alanlar, dunya 6l¢ceginde ulus devletin yapmis
oldugu kuresel anlasmalar cercevesinde kuresel Uretim aglarina eklemlen-
mekte, yeni donemin ihtiyacina uygun sekilde ticarilestirme ve 6zellestirme
uygulamalariyla yerel, ulusal ve uluslararasi sermayenin degerlendirme ola-
naklarina cevap Uretecek sekilde yeniden yapilandinlmaktadir. Bu durum
bir yandan yerel tarimsal sermayenin uluslararasilagsmasini saglamakta, diger
yandan yapilan birgok galismada gozlemlendigi Uzere bagimllik iliskilerini pe-
kistirip esitsiz gelisimi hizlandirmaktadir (Guler-Mufttoglu 2010; Ulukan 2010;
Degirmenci 2021). Tum bu gelismelerle birlikte emek gucunun, 1950’lilerde
ilk birikim surecinde uretim alanlarindan koparilan tarim emekgilerinin kentle-
re gocu gibi, 1980 sonrasindan gunuamuze ¢cok daha hizli bicimde ucuz kent
emekegilerinin, topraksiz gegimlik koylulerin, kirsal igsizligin artisi ile bir anlam-
da ilk birikim surecinin uygulama alani bulup topraklarindan koparilarak igsiz,
mulkstz emekgci yiginlar olarak devamliligini saglamistir (Hasim ve Karahano-
gullar 2005). Ozellikle Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi'nde i¢ go¢ ve disardan gog-
men hareketliligi ile ¢esitlenen, farklilasan ve genisleyen ucuz emek havuzu-
nun artarak devam ettigji gozlemlenmektedir (Cigerci-Ulukan ve Ulukan 2018).

1980 sonrasi degisen tanim politikalari cay Gretimine de hizla yansimaya bas-
lar. Ulus devlet, 1984 tarihli yasa ile birlikte cayda kontenjan ve kota uygula-
masini hayata gecirerek Uzerindeki tekel olma halini kaldinr ve 6zel sektoéran
onunu acar. Boylece ilk kez 1952 yilinda nebati yag Uretimi icin Turkiye'ye
sermayesini degerlendirmeye gelen ingiliz-Hollanda menseli Unilever firmasi,
dunyaca unlu Lipton markasiyla cay piyasasina girer ve ¢ay piyasasinda CAY-
KUR’dan sonra ikinci siraya yerlesir. 2009 yiinda CAYKUR ¢ay pazarinin yuzde
elli ikisine sahipken Lipton yuzde on Ug, yerli Uretici ve marka olan Dogus yuz-
de on iki ile tguncu sirada yer alir. Coca-Cola 2007 yilinda Dogadan markali
yerli cay firmasini satin alirken, 2009 yilinda Yildiz Holding Ulker grubu Oba
ve Doga cayi satin alir. 2012 yilinda yerli cay Ureticisi ve markasi olan Dogus,
ABD'li Kraft gidayi satin alir ve ayrica rafine seker ve salca Uretimi yapan ve gi-
derek buyuyen bir sermaye grubu olma yoluna girer. 2018 yilinda ise Jacobs
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sirketi yerli firma olan Ofcay’i satin alir. CAYKUR'un pazar payi yuzde kirk ikiye
gerilerken yuzde elli sekiz ile 6zel sirketler cay pazarina hakim olmaya baslar
(Guler 2021).

Bugun dunya kuresel cay pazarinin yizde seksen besine hakim olan dort sir-
ket one cikmaktadir. Bunlar; Hollanda-ingiltere menseli Unilever grubundan
Lipton, Hollanda menseli Van Rees, ingiltere menseli Finlays grubundan Bro-
oke Band ve Tedley ve son olarak Hindistan menseli Tata'dir. Hindistan'daki
Tata marka cay, 1964 yilinda Finlays grubunun sahibi James Finlay'in tesviki
ile kurulur; ulus devletin tesvikinden faydalanir ve Hindistan’in batununde
cay ureticiligini denetim ve kontrol altina alir. Tata marka cay Dogu Afrika ve
Rusya'ya ulasirken, Tedley markasini da bunyesine dahil ederek daha fazla
yere ulagma imkani elde eder. Cayin ekimi-dikimi, toplanmasi, islenmesi, pa-
ketlenmesi, dolasima sokulmasi ve dagitilmasinda dinya piyasasina hakim
olmak demek oligopolistik piyasa icinde olmak demektir, ki bu da ¢ay piya-
sasina girisin hi¢ de kolay olmadigi anlamina gelmektedir (Talbot 2002: 724).

Cayin ekimi-dikimi, toplanmasi, islenmesi, paketlenmesi, dolasima dahil edil-
mesi ve dagitilmasi gibi bir dizi parcali surecten olusmasi, Uretim zincirinin
nasil ve ne sekilde kontrol edilecegi, ureticilerin sermaye birikimi donanimi
ile ilgili olmaktadir. Uluslararasi standartta Uretim yapilmasi icin Ureticilerin
dovize endeksli gubre ve kimyasal ilaglarin standart kurallari olan drunleri
temin etmesi zorunlulugu bulunmaktadir. Bu durum zincirin koordinasyonu-
nu saglayan firmalar icin riski azaltirken, Ureticiler igin zincirden kopmamak
adina kurallara kosulsuz sadik kalmak zorunda olmalari, artan girdileri karsi-
layabilmek adina surekli olarak bor¢clanma ile karsi karslya kalmalari sonucu-
nu dogurmaktadir. Yerel Ureticiler icin sadece kurallara sadik kalmalar yeterli
degildir, ayni zamanda dugsuk maliyetli Gretim yapmak da zorunludur. Cunku
cok sayida gec kapitalistlesen tlkede (6zellikle Cin ve Hindistan) cok daha
duasuk maliyetli aretim yapilan alanlar tretim zinciri icine dahil olabilmektedir
(Kamplisky 2000:15). Ozellikle iyi tarim, organik tarim ve sézlesmeli giftcilik uy-
gulamalari ile tarim uretim zincirlerine eklemlenmelerini kolaylastirmayi sag-
layarak ki¢cuk meta ureticilerinin bagimuligini arttinrken, gaclt ve guclenme-
ye aday tarim sermayesine sahip olanlar icin kagirlmamasi gereken firsatlar
sunar (Ulukan 2009; Guler-Mufttoglu ve Ulukan 2010).

2000'li yillarda tanimsal alanin metalagsma, sektdrlesme ve uluslararasilasma
evreleri icinde yasalar ve sermayenin aktorlerini (De@irmenci 2021) gay Ure-
timi icin de izlemekteyiz. Devlet toplum iligkilerinde yénetim mekanizmasi
icinde toplumsal muhalefet bir aktor olarak yer alabilirken, 1980 sonrasinda
toplumsal muhalefetin devre disi birakilmasina olanak saglanan “yénetisim”
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kavram kullanilarak; yerel, ulusal, uluslararasi firmalar, sermaye gruplarinin
en temel aktora olurlar. Ozel sektor yonetisimi ile yerel dizeyde yerel islet-
me birlikleri kastedilmektedir. Bu birlikler; Cay Sanayicileri isadamlari Dernegi
(CAYSIAD), Cay Ureticileri Dayanisma Dernegi, Tarim Kooperatifleri Merkez
Birligi, Rize Cay Sanayicileri Dernegi'dir. Bu birlikler eliyle karesel duzeyde
kuresel uretim zincirine eklemlenme ve uluslararasilasma egiliminin guglen-
dirilme ¢abasini gérmekteyiz.

Diger yandan kamu sektoru yonetisimi ile kuresel duzeyde ulusal ve ulusla-
rustu kurallara ulus devletin tabi olmasiyla, kamusal olarak esgidum halinde
calismasi beklenilen kurumlar; yerel sanayi ve ticaret odalar, Rize Cay Aragtir-
ma ve Uygulama Merkezi Projesi (CAYMER), Cay Tarimi ve isletme Teknolojisi
Programi, Mesleki Egitim Liseleri ve Halk Egitim Merkezleri, Dogu Karadeniz
Kalkinma Projesi (DOKAP), Kuguk ve Orta Olgekli Sanayileri Gelistirme Bas-
kanligi (KOSGEB) ve Kalkinma Ajanslari‘dir.

Kamu ve 6zel sektor yonetisimi ile yerel ve bolgesel politika aglarinin olustu-
rulmasi amaclanmaktadir. Boylece yerel, ulusal ve kuresel Gretim zincirlerine
eklemlenme, ydonetme becerisinin guglendirilmesi ve sermayenin ihtiyaclari-
na cevap olma niteligi, Recep Tayyip Erdogan Universitesi himayesinde Cay
intisaslasma Koordinatorlugunun kurulmasi, Ulusal Cay Konseyi ve Rize Tica-
ret Borsasi ile ¢ayin etkinlik, verimlilik ve hesap edebilirliginde kolaylik saglan-
masi yoluyla pekistirilmektedir.*

Bununla birlikte 2008 yilinda CAYKUR; 2009 yilinda da Ulusal Cay Konseyi ve
Rize Ticaret Borsasi tarafindan hazirlanan “Cay Kanun Taslagl”, yeni déne-
min yeni aktorlerine uygun olarak sermayenin ihtiyaglarinin kargilanmasina
olanak saglayacak sekilde hazirlanmis ancak yasa sureci halen tamamlan-
mamistir. Diger yandan CAYKUR'un 6zellestirme kapsamina alinmasinin yerel
ve uluslararasi sermayeler icin degerlendirme imkani sunacagini sdéylemek
mumkundur. Ayrica CAYKUR 2017 yilinda ulus devletin beka stratejisinin bir
sonucu olarak kurulan Varlik Fonu’na devredilmistir. Devredilene kadar kar
eden CAYKUR'un her yil zarara ugratildigi 2021 tarihli Kamu iktisadi Tesekkul-

4 Bolgeler arasi rekabetin on plana gikarildigi bu dénemde bolgesel kalkinma igin kamu 6zel
sektor birlikteligini igeren kalkinma stratejileri (kiiresel Giretim zincirinin olmazsa olmazi) Tiirki-
ye'deki bolgesel gelismislik siralamasinda en sonlarda Karadeniz Bolgesi’'nin yer almasi bolge igi
rekabeti de artirmaktadir. Bununla birlikte yerel ve uluslararasi ticareti kolaylastiracagi dislini-
len 550 km sahilde yapilan otobanin, bélgenin enerji koridoru olmasi ve de enerji Gretiminde
hidroelektrik santrallerin yapiimasiyla beraber Karadeniz Bolgesi’'nin azgelismisligine yol agan
etkenlerden tarihi doku, ¢cevre ve emek giici tahribatini yaratmasidir (Guler-Muftiioglu ve Er-
can, 2007).
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leri Sayistay Raporu’nda da ortaya konulmaktadirs. Uretim iligkilerinin bir par-
casl olan cay uretimi, hem populist politikalar ile iktidarin beka stratejisini ve
manevra alanini kolaylastirmakta hem de palazlanan ve palazlanmaya aday
yerel ve uluslararasi sermayenin kazang alani olmaktadir®. Ne var ki kendi ¢ay-
lk alanini isleyen kucuk ureticiler, ¢ay toplayan yerli ve gbgmen emekgiler,
dunyada oldugu gibi Karadeniz Bolgesi'nde de toplumsal cinsiyete dayali
iliskilerden etkilenmektedir. Kadinlarin hem hanenin yeniden tretiminde hem
de cay toplama isinde Ucretsiz calismasinin sonucu olarak, kadinlarin yoksul-
lagsmakta, yoksunlagmakta, issizlesmekte ve mulksuzlesmekte olduguna dair
gerceklik her gegen gun varligini kuvvetlendirmektedir”.

Cay, Nereden Nereye? Bir Yudum Caydan Esitsiz Uretim iliskilerine

2009 yilinda Dogu Karadeniz'de Rize iline bagli Pazar ilgcesinin 25 hanelik YU-
cehisar kdyunde cay ureticiligi Uzerine birebir yluz yuze yapmis oldugumuz
alan arastirmasinin sonuglari® paylasilacaktir®. Yacehisar kdytunde caylik ara-
zinin gogu 5-10 dénum arasindadir. Miras sistemi ve cografi alanin niteligine

5 https://www.tbmm.gov.tr/develop/owa/komisyon_tutanaklari.tutanaklar?pKomKod=15&p-
Donem=27&pYasamaYili=4

6 Rize’de Temmuz 2021’de yasanan sel felaketi sonrasi Cumhurbaskani Recep Tayyip Erdogan
Rize’nin Giineysu ilgesini ziyaret ettiginde cay dagitir. ilcede 17 tane CAYKUR’a ait 17 yas cay
fabrikasi var. Cayin baskentinde bedava cay dagitimi yapilir. Gazeteci ismail Saymaz’in haberine
gore, Or-Cay’dan alinan ¢ayin sahibi Mehmet Erdogan bir siire énce MUSIAD sube baskani
olup, simdilerde 6zel sektérde gay alim fiyatini belirleyen Rize Cay Borsasi’ni yonetiyor. 200
gramlik paketlerde dagitilan gay, 6zel olarak AKP igin Uretilmistir. ve fiyat1 4,20 TLdir. Diger yan-
dan ozel sektor, bakanlik Gzerinden CAYKUR’a baski yaparak, kotanin asagiya ¢ekilmesine yol
acar. Mehmet Erdogan vermis oldugu roportajda “6zel sektor soyle disinir: Zarar edersem
iflas ederim. Cay-Kur zarar ederse devlet karsilar” https://www.sozcu.com.tr/2021/yazarlar/
ismail-saymaz/rizeliyi-bir-paket-caya-muhtac-etmek-6558252/ (Erisim Tarihi 27.07.2021)

7 Diinya genelinde de gay Uretiminde yer alanlarin emekgilerin esitsiz konumlarinin derinlesti-
gi izlenmektedir. http://www.teacoffeecocoa.org/tcc/News/Tea/Tea-growers-protest-at-layof-
fs-and-low-wages (Erisim Tarihi 06.06.2009)

8 Benzer sonuglarin Karagimen ve E. Degirmenci’'nin 2018 yilinda Rize genelinde “gay tarimi”
Gzerine yapmis olduklari genis kapsamli alan arastirmasinda da ortaya konulmustur (Karagi-
men ve Degirmenci 2019). Ote yandan Cigerci-Ulukan ve Ulukan’in 2016’da “gay tarimi ve gog¢-

men emegi” Uzerine yapmis olduklari inceleme sonuglariyla da uyumludur (Cigerci-Ulukan ve
Ulukan 2018).

9 Bolgede gay Ureticiliginde yaygin olarak kadinlarin galismasi nedeniyle hane iginde kadin es-
ler dahil edilmis olup gorisme sayisi 35’e ¢cikmistir. Saha arastirmasindaki yontemimizde nicel
ve nitel teknikler birlikte kullanilmistir. Pazar ilgesinde ilge Tarim Miidiirligi’nde, Ziraat Odasi
ile Caysen ile derinlemesine gériisme yapilmistir. Ayrica ilgenin ortak mekanlari olan kahveha-
nelerinde sohbetler gerceklestirilmistir (Guler-Muftiioglu 2010).
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bagli olarak topraklar kuictk parcali bir yapiya sahiptir. Topragin boélunmesi
uretilen cay miktarini etkilemekte ve uretilen cay miktari ile elde edilen gelir
aile basina giderek dusmektedir. CAYKUR'un yas ¢ay alimina kota uygulama-
siyla birlikte Uretilen yas cayin sadece yuzde 55'i CAYKUR tarafindan alinir-
ken, diger kismi da kdyun yani basina yerlesen Dogus Cay’a ve diger kuguk
ozel fabrikalara verilmektedir. Hasat ddnemi ¢ayin toplanmasi ve islenmesi 6
aylik bir streyi kapsadigi icin gegici isci calistinlmasi firmalar icin daha karli
olmaktadir. CAYKUR fabrikalarinda (2009 yilinda) Gcretlerin 6zel sektore gore
daha yuksek olmasi, daha fazka gelir kazandirmasi nedneiyle yore halki i¢in
oldukga 6nemlidir. Ancak CAYKUR'un 6zellestirilecek olmasi yore halkini en-
diselendirmektedir. Bunun nedeni 6zellestirmenin issizlik olarak algilanmasi
ve 0zel sektoriin dusuk ucretlerine mahkam kalinacagindan endise edilme-
sidir. Ulus devletin donemin politikasina uygun sekilde, CAYKUR'un masraf-
tan kacinarak fabrika sayisini azaltmasi, kontenjan ve kota uygulamalari, yas
cay alim fiyatini taban fiyat seviyesinde belirlemesi yénundeki politikalari,
6zel sektoérun bu suregten fiyat dusurme gibi yollarla faydalanmasina olanak
saglamaktadir. Kapitalist toplumsal gelismeye bagli olarak sermaye birikim
olanaklarinin artmasina onculuk eden ulus devlet, karlar bireysellestirirken,
riskleri de toplumsallastirmaktadir.

2000'li yillarda yaricilik bolge genelinde degisime ugramistir. Eskiden yarici-
lar yas caydan elde edilen gelirin 1/3'ini alirken su anda yari yariya gelir alma-
ya baslamislardir. Kadinlar genelde 8-9 saat tarlada kaldiktan sonra, eve gelip
ev ve ¢ocuk bakim iglerini ayrica varsa, hayvanlarin bakimini yapmaktadirlar.
Yani tarimdaki ¢alisma sureleri dahil olmak Uzere ¢alisma saatleri 15 saatin
Uzerindedir. Hane ici esitsiz is bolumu ve ataerkil aile yapisi bozulmadan ka-
dinlar aleyhine gelir esitsizligindeki-derinlesmeyle devam etmektedir (Yaman
2021).

Bolge deyimiyle surekli mevsimlik isci kullananlara “topragi yariya verilmisg”
denilmektedir. Bolgede mevsimlik is¢ilerin tamami Gurcistan'dan gelen isci-
lerdir. Cay hasadi déneminde yerli isci yerine Gurcu isciler tercih edilmektedir
(Cigerci-Ulukan 2021). Diger taraftan Covid-19 pandemisinin ortaya ciktigi
2020 yilinda Cay Sanayicisi ve is Adamlar Dernegi (CAYSIAD) Genel Sekre-
teri Mustafa Yilmaz Kar, “Gubre, zirai ilag, yem gibi tanimsal girdilerde ithalatin
olumsuz etkilerini yasiyoruz ama bu is 6yle bir noktaya geldi ki artik iscilik ta-
rafinda bile ithalata bagimli durumdayiz. Yevmiyenin 150 TL oldugu cay sek-
térande her yil Gurcu iscilere tum giderleriyle birlikte sezonsal olarak yaklasik
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70 milyon dolar 6dedik. Yerli isci icin proje baslattik”'® ifadesi ile yerli emekgi
yaratilmasini gindeme getirmektedir. Ote yandan son donemde Gurct emek-
cilerin yani sira farkli yerlerden goécen emekgilerin varligi da yedek emekgi
havuzunu genisletmektedir (Cigerci-Ulukan 2021). Bu durum yerli-gégmen
emeginin birbiriyle rekabetini guglendirip fakirlestirirken, firmalar i¢in kazang
yollarinin artirilmasi anlamini tagimaktadir.

Mart 2021'de CAYKUR, “Rize’de 210, Trabzon'da 60, Artvin'de 25 ve Gire-
sun’da ise 5 olmak Uzere toplamda 300 beden iscisi alimi” icin ilan verir. Sa-
dece 210 kisinin alinacagi Rize'deki 34 ayri fabrikaya 22 bin 956 kisi basvurur.
Basvuru sayisinin Rize'nin toplam nufusunun ytzde 8'ine denk geldigi belir-
tilir'". Bolgede issizliginin yapisal sonuclari ve pandeminin etkisiyle kosullarin
daha da fazla zorlagsmasiyla birlikte duizenli ise sahip olmak icin CAYKUR bol-
ge halki tarafindan hala bir firsat olarak gorulmektedir.

2000'li yillardan gunumuze cay ureticileri, hasattan beklenen gelir ile yarin-
larini garanti altina alacak gelirden her gecen guin daha da yoksunlasmasi ve
yoksullagmasiyla birlikte sadece bir ev sahibi olabilmeyi, cocuklarnni okutabil-
meyi ve eger mumkun olursa ata yadigari topraklarinin kendilerinden sonra
gelenlerin isleyebilmesini sadece ve sadece umut etmektedirler.’?

Sonug Yerine

Topragin bagrinda yetisen cay bitkisi, biyolojik olarak karnimizi doyurmasa
daicimiile gonlumuza doyurmaktadir. Cay hasadi ¢iftginin, iscinin ekmegi ve
gelecegi iken; yerel, ulusal ve uluslararasi firmalar igin rekabetin, kazancin ve
karin konusu olmaya devam ediyor. Bir sosyal iligki olan cay, kapitalist Gretim
iliskilerinin isleyisinin 6nemli konusu olmayi da surdarayor.

Kapitalist retim iliskilerinin bugun geldigi ugrakta, yasadigimiz gezegenimiz-
den birkac tane varmiscgasina tuketmekteyiz. Biz tukettikge iklim krizi tetikleni-
yor, kuraklik, seller, gida kitlig, salgin hastaliklar yasami tehdit etmeye devam
ediyor. insani, dogay! ve toplumu merkezine almayan politikalar ile kontrolstz
yayilan ekim-dikim alanlar, dlzensiz ve denetimsiz yapilan insaatlar, tarim

10 https://www.bloomberght.com/yorum/irfan-donat/2247149-turkiyenin-cay-ekonomisi
(Erisim Tarihi 20.02.2021).

11https://www.gazeterize.com/ekonomi/caykur-300-isci-alimi-icin-rekor-basvu-
ru-h14348034.html Gazete Rize 31 Mart 2021 (Erisim Tarihi 10.04.2021).

12 2006 yapimi ilkay Nisancr’in “Bir Yudum Bekleyis” belgeseli ile Dogu Karadeniz’de doga,
toprak, mekan, cay, emek, emekgi, yore halkina ait tiim unsurlar gorsel ve sanatsal olarak or-
taya konulmaktadir.
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alanlarinda maden c¢ikarimi, derelere nehirlere hidroelektrik santrallerin kurul-
mas|, sureksizligiyle her daim bogusan sermayenin cikarlarinin hizmetine su-
nuluyor. Sermayenin ihtiyaglarina cevap arama hali felaketler zincirine zincir
katmaya devam ediyor. Kendi topraginda iscilesme, Uretim aracglarindan kopa-
rilan malksuz yiginlar, igsizlesme, guvencesizlesme, emniyetsizlik, belirsizlikle
birlikte yiginlarin yasami ve gelecekleri ipotek altina alinip gugsuzlestiriliyor.

Oysa, topragin bilgisine sahip olmanin en blayuk gug ve hazine oldugu bilinen
bir gercektir. Paylasimci, dayanismaci, kolektif 6rgttlt yapilann' mucadelesi
orulup, cogaltilabildigi élcude toplumsal gug, direng ve kuvvet kazanildikca
insana, dogaya ve topluma uyan Uretim iliskilerinin kurulmasinin zorunlulugu
ve ihtiyaci; her gecen gun tum gercekligi ile 5Gnumuze serilmektedir.

13 Sendikal yapilara ornek ise Ciftciler Sendikasi’'na bagh CAY-SEN «Sirketlerin gida sistemine
karsi, halkin gida sistemini kuracagiz» diyorlar (25.02..2020 Birglin Gazetesi) Hopa GCay Koope-
ratifi gibi Gyelerinin maddi ¢ikarlarinin yani sira toplumsal gikarlarinin da gézetilmesine olanak
verilen kooperatiflerin varligina dikkat ¢ekilen ¢alismalar 6rnektir (Ayrintil bilgi icin bkz. Caga-
tay Edgiican Sahin (2019).



The Transformation of Production
Relations: An Overlook from Field to Tea

Berna Giiler

The tea plant, which grows in the heart of the soil, comes in the form of a bev-
erage and appeals to five senses by stimulating our eyes with its color, our
breath with its smell, our palate with its flavor, and our sense of touch with its
warmness. Also, when sipped together, it reinforces the conversation and as
it shares all feelings in joy, happiness, sadness and grief for its lovers, it is at-
tributed to a lot deeper meaning than just a plant. Marcel Mauss explains it as:
“his main idea is one of the complex ideas that we thought we had gotten rid
of, but have a difficulty in understanding as a result. Besides being dark and
ambiguous, itis an idea that has a very specific use. It is an abstract and objec-
tive idea but nevertheless it has so much concrete points.” (Mauss 2011:174).
The thoughts created by our minds about tea form a part of the relationship
we establish with ourselves and of our social relations.

While tea in Turkey ranks first in the world with a per capita consumption of
3.16 kg per year, it ranks tenth in production. The fact that tea is a social rela-
tionship that affects the production of different products can be clearly seen
in the production of tea cups’, teaspoons, coasters and sugar, which are in-
dispensable for tea? Tea, which is unaware of its social relational mechanism,
is both the object and the subject of social relations. On the one hand, it is
an input material for cosmetic, pharmaceutical and drug industries, and on
the other hand, the nation state, which is a tea producer with CAYKUR, is the
main sponsor of CAYKUR Rizespor, a football team. Then, we need epistem-
ic knowledge of tea in order to answer the questions of how what is known
about tea exist and how can we know what we know, and to access the ontic
knowledge of tea.

1 450 million glass tea cups are produced per year.

2 For detailed information see: https://www.finansgundem.com/haber/bardak-yapamiyo-
ruz-ama-hedef-2023/306533 and  https://www.haberler.com/dunyada-kisi-basi-gunluk-se-
ker-ve-yag-tuketimi-6956469-haberi/
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With the emphasis of Roy Bhaskar (2017), while social ontology can be under-
stood within the “set of social relations”, social epistemology is the knowledge
sets of social existence in a historical and spatial context. However, it should
be taken into account that, it can be a mistake to reduce the social existence
to what can be observed only individually or socially, and social knowledge
to what can only be obtained in the social field. On the one hand, relations are
not absolute; they differ and diversify, they have a fluid and changeable fea-
ture, on the other hand, internal and external conditions affect things, events,
facts, actions and relations dynamically. Therefore, we can understand tea
both as an object and as a subject in its historical and spatial context, together
with its relational mechanisms within the set of social relations.

A Social Relation: Production Relation

We live in capitalist relations of production, which is the moment of the histor-
ical change process of the production relation that created by human and hu-
man relations started with its relationship between man and nature. Capitalist
relations of production continue to come to life not only in the field, factory,
office, home, but also with a mechanism that produces social memory, rea-
son, feeling and its own knowledge again and again. The capital order, which
is inherent to discontinuity, continues its efforts to discover ways of re-creat-
ing itself in order to ensure its continuity, and considers it a skill to exceed the
limits of man and nature. However, as Karl Marx stated, “(c)apital is not a thing,
it is a social relationship between people by means of things.” (Marx 2010:
730). Capital is not a personality but appears as a social relationship born out
of the relationality of labor, land, commodity and money (Lefebvre 2019: 74).
Therefore, capital has always been in search of stability and order in order to
maintain the relationality of labor, land, commodities and money in the con-
text of power relations in relation to capitals, laborers and the state through
alliances, tensions, conflicts, contradictions. While capital’s search for stabil-
ity and order reshapes phenomenon, facts and situations such as memory,
space, time, nature, creation, production, effort, and emotion, it exposes the
produced goods and services to obsolescence and presents what is new as
an unmissable opportunity. On the other hand, it does not lack the courage to
polish the old one and present it as new.

While the initial mechanism of accumulation seems to be a practice that re-
mains on the dusty shelves of history in the historical process, it is underlined
that it is a necessary condition for social reproduction to always be able to
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put into practice, as Marx stated (2010: 689). Initial accumulation is the his-
torical process that separates the producer from the means of production,
transforms the means of social subsistence into capital, and the direct pro-
ducers into wage laborers. The dispossession of the masses of people from
the land is the basis of the capitalist mode of production and there are many
means (colonialism, force, state debt system, taxation, clientelism, etc.) that
provide it. Capitalist production both perpetuates and increasingly reproduc-
es the process that separates the producers from the means of production
(Marx 2016: 686-740). Bonefeld refers to the first accumulation as suspended
practice, and defines it subsumable in the agenda again when needed today
and tomorrow, as it was yesterday (Bonofeld 2014: 68).

If capital is not a thing, if this thing emerges through its social relationship
with land, labor, commodities and money, capital accumulation multiplies
with capital in productive form (in the field, factory, workshop, office), capi-
tal in commercial form (retail, wholesale), and capital in money form (bank,
insurance, stock market, fund, etc.). Not only that, it reaches from local to
national, from national to international level. While this expansion is called
the expansion of capital, the driving force of the expansion occurs with con-
glomeration, where very different sectors are gathered under a single roof. On
the other hand, capital begins to centralize with practices such as business
mergers and acquisitions at local, national and international levels. While the
centralization of capital reinforces the tendency to oligopoly, the tendency to
monopolization is its consecutive consequence (Ercan 2001).

Construction of development and industrialization happens through the
creation of mechanisms that enable capital accumulation by favor of the na-
tion state. While emphasizing the common good provides invisibility of the
unequal power relations, vast production of goods and services means tre-
mendous commaodities and enormous accumulation for the capital segment
that owns the means of production. On the other hand, for those who lack the
means of production, the historical process of having experienced depriva-
tion, poverty, propertylessness, precarity, and uncertainty stands in front of us.

Tea production is also a part of industrialization, capitalistization and devel-
opment. We can observe that tea emerges as a result of production relations,
which constitute the source of accumulation as a commodity, by adding ex-
change value to the product, which is created by the power of human labor,
in a long and grueling process from field to glass (Geng¢ 2009; Geng 2021).
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From Tea Plant to Manufactured Product

The key element of industrialization exists within the mechanism dynamics
of evolutionary process of capitalism. As the industrialization process is the
process of capitalistization, the construction of industrialization means the
construction of the structure of capitalist society. The phenomenon of devel-
opment emerges as a concept that always continues to be an attractive tulle
curtain that overshadows the existence of the unequal relations of industrial-
ization and capitalistization, which points to the common good. Especially for
the societies whose industrialization and capitalist phases are delayed, devel-
opment efforts after the Second World War is pointed out as the completion
process of industrialization and capitalistization. Today, the notion of devel-
opment still retains its particular importance for the societies that completed
the industrialization and capitalistization processes late. Disruptions of not
being able to industrialize, capitalize, and develop are hidden in the deadlock
of the capital accumulation problematic. The deadlock of capital accumula-
tion is that it is inherent in its discontinuity. The historical process of seeking
solutions to the discontinuity of capital accumulation in both late capitalize
and early capitalize and industrialized societies lies in front of us (Ercan 2004).

Development is providing the necessary conditions for industrialization and
capitalistization, and the necessary moments of capital accumulation with
the nation state’s surveillance, and when it is necessary, with its involvement.
In the second part, it was emphasized that production is a relation, and capital
is not a thing, but a relation that emerges with land, commodity, money and
labor. Therefore, one of the compulsory moments of the capital is the process
in which formation of productive (agricultural and industrial) and commercial
capitalists with the promotion of the nation-state that realizes the formation of
the commodity market where use value of objects is removed and exchange
value is created. For the functioning of the commodity market, production of
investment and consumer goods is necessary. The sine qua non to obtain this
production is formation of the labor market, that is, creating masses of labor-
ers who are deprived from the ownership of the means of production (in the
field, factory, office, workshop, household). Another moment of capital accu-
mulation (bank, stock market, fund, debt, and loans) is the creation of money
market and money capitalists. The nation state presents almost everything
in our daily life as a product of industry and service with a series of situations
such as the central bank, reserves, budget, taxes, import and export oppor-
tunities, foreign investments, relations established in the creation of capital
need in the form of foreign exchange, and with economic programs and plan-
nings for the creation of capitalist relations and monic capitalists.
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The first factory of the tea plant grown in the heart of the soil was established
in the 1930s, with the increasing number of tea fields in Rize and its surround-
ings, in the grip of the painful process of capitalistization and the troubled
functioning of industrialization in the Ottoman Empire® which was unequally
integrated into the world capitalist system in the nineteenth century, and the
underdevelopment of Turkish Republic, the new nation state, that took over
the capitalistization process from the Ottoman Empire (Geng 2021). It's again
during this period, legal arrangements on how and where tea will be cultivat-
ed as an agricultural product and what kind of institutional arrangement it
will be subject to were also made by the nation state, too. Ultimately in 1973,
under the name of the General Directorate of Tea Enterprises (CAYKUR), with
the understanding of “profitability and efficiency” and the statement “must
operate in a way that will create more investment resources by helping capital
accumulation”, agriculture and industry of tea was established by the nation
state (Geng 2010: 99-100).

Tea, which was turned into an agricultural product, becomes the main factor
of development, which was the key element of the agricultural policies of pre-
1980. Thus, as a part of the agricultural policies before 1980, an approach of
regarding tea as much as other agricultural products, reinforcing its feature of
being a supplier of vital activities, opening an area that can be managed by
processes and tools in land and markets -the existence of a state enterprise
that buys all the tea produced-, production for national markets, concern
for self-sufficiency, regional level production, and only a production-orient-
ed view is adopted (Agriculture Report, 2013). Hann and Hann (2003), in
their study titled “Two and a Half Leaves”, draw attention to the role of the
local bureaucracy of the nation-state in imposition of tea as an indispensable
beverage to the society of the Easterns Blacksea Region by offering tea as a
beverage at the meetings, opening tea houses and making tea essential in
coffee shops. Thus, also with the reinforcement of consumption habit of it, tea
becomes indispensable of social reproduction that covers large segments of
population.

On the other hand, natural conditions and geographical location made the
subsistence economy widespread in the Eastern Black Sea region, and tea
was promoted and singularization by the nation state as a part of basic poli-
cy. However, this singularization was not enough to cover the entire popula-
tion in terms of tea production and labor force. However, it should be kept in

3 For detailed information on the troubling process of Ottoman integration into the world
capitalist system, see: (Keyder 1985)
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mind that the limited opportunities of education, health and job in the region
increases internal migration. Internal migration does not contradict develop-
ment, industrialization and capitalistization, on the contrary, it is considered
as a golden opportunity for the creation of capital accumulation possibilities
as it increases cheap labor force in cities (Ulukan 2021).

On the other hand, in the period between 1960-1980, as industrial produc-
tion was based on domestic materials, high prices and incomes in agriculture
were not in a contradicting position to the interests of the industry. Thus an
alliance was made between industrial capital and agricultural capital. In the
same period, small-scale capitals began to thrive (Gulalp 1993: 35-38). While
development emphasizing the common good was considered as a national
issue, creation of local and national capital accumulation opportunities was
encouraged in the framework of the import substitution growth model with-
in national borders by the nation state, that is, with inward capital accumu-
lation strategy oriented policies. Surely, the effort to create opportunities for
accumulation within national borders alone does not include the continuity
of capital. It's because of the need for expansion and centralization of capital
possibilities. In order for the capital to realize its tendency to internationalize,
the policies in which the export-oriented growth model, that is, the outward
capital accumulation regime, is applied should be feasible. As a matter of fact,
the implementation of the economic decisions on the export-oriented growth
model dated 24 January 1980 was facilitated by the effective suppression of
social opposition after the military coup of 12 September 1980 so that new
policies in the field of production relations could be implemented (Ercan
2004: 12).

After 1980, agricultural supports were minimized and accepted only as a part
of development. Moreover, the political approach to agricultural products
also changed. Thus, while a tradable commodity determined as a field that
needs to be followed and managed on a global scale; the approach of pro-
duction and marketing for the world was shaped with the branding including
the aim of being the subject of global trade, and the expectation for a holistic
evaluation of production and consumption (Agriculture Report 2013).

Agricultural areas held by the nation state in order to meet the need to create
capital in the previous period, are being integrated into global production net-
works on the scale of the world within the framework of global agreements
made by the nation-state, and restructured with commercialization and pri-
vatization practices convenient with the needs of the new period in a way
responding to the utilization opportunities of local, national and international
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capital. This situation, on the one hand, provides the internationalization of
local agricultural capital, on the other hand, as observed in many studies, it
reinforces the dependency relations and accelerates uneven development
(Guler-Muftaoglu 2010; Ulukan 2010; Degirmenci 2021). With all these devel-
opments, like the migration of agricultural laborers torn from their production
areas in the first accumulation process in the 1950s to the cities, along with
the much faster increase in the number of cheap urban laborer, landless sub-
sistence peasants and rate of the rural unemployment since after 1980, in a
sense, the first accumulation process found an area of application as laborers
were torn from their lands, and so the continuity of the labor force was provid-
ed with unemployed, propertyless laborers (Hasim ve Karahanogullari 2005).
Particularly in the Eastern Black Sea Region, it is observed that the cheap labor
pool that ranges, differs and expands with internal migration and immigrant
mobility from abroad increasingly continues (Cigerci-Ulukan ve Ulukan 2018).

The agricultural policies that changed after 1980 begins to reflect rapidly on
tea production. With the law dated 1984, the nation state removes the mo-
nopoly on itself by implementing the measure and quota application in tea
and opens the way for the private sector. That way, the British-Dutch origin
company Unilever, which came to Turkey for the first time in 1952 for vege-
table oil production in order to invest its capital, enters the tea market with its
world-famous Lipton brand and ranks second after CAYKUR. In 2009, while
CAYKUR had fifty-two percent of the tea market, Lipton ranks second with thir-
teen percent, and Dogus, a domestic producer and brand, ranks third with
twelve percent. Coca-Cola buys Dogadan brand domestic tea company in
2007 and Yildiz Holding Ulker group buys Oba and Doga tea in 2009. In 2012,
a domestic tea producer and brand Dogus buys American Kraft Food and be-
comes a growing capital group that also produces refined sugar and toma-
to paste. In 2018, the Jacobs Company buys the domestic company Ofcay.
While CAYKUR’s market share decreases to forty-two percent, private compa-
nies begins to dominate the tea market with fifty-eight percent (Guler 2021).

Today, eighty-five percent of the world’s global tea market is dominated by
four companies. These are Lipton from the Netherlands-UK origin Unilever
group, Netherlands origin Van Rees, Brooke Band and Tedley from the UK or-
igin Finlays group and lastly India origin Tata. Tata brand tea in India is estab-
lished in 1964 at the instigation of James Finlay, the owner of Finlays Group,
benefits from nation-state incentives, and takes inspection and control of tea
production in the whole of India. While Tata brand tea reaches East Africa and
Russia, it has the opportunity to reach more places by incorporating the Ted-
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ley brand. To dominate the world market in the sowing-planting, harvesting,
processing, packaging, circulation and distribution of tea means to be in an
oligopolistic market which means that entering the tea market is not easy at
all (Talbot 2002: 724).

Since the sowing-planting, harvesting, processing, packaging, circulation
and distribution of tea consists of a series of fragmented processes, how and
in which ways the production chain will be controlled is related to the capi-
tal accumulation equipment of the producers. In order to produce in interna-
tional standards, producers are obliged to supply foreign currency indexed
fertilizer and chemical pesticide products that have standard rules. While this
reduces the risk for the companies that provide the coordination of the chain,
for producers it results in the imperative to remain unconditionally loyal to
the rules in order to stay in the chain and continuous borrowing to meet the
increasing inputs. For local producers, it is not enough just to adhere to the
rules, but also low cost production is a must. Because in many late capital-
ize countries (especially in China and India), areas in which production made
at much lower costs can join in the production chain (Kamplisky 2000:15).
While increasing the dependency of small commodity producers by facilitat-
ing their integration into agricultural production chains especially with good
agriculture, organic agriculture and contract farming practices, it provides op-
portunities that should not be missed for those who have strong or prospec-
tive agricultural capital (Ulukan 2009; Guler-Muftuoglu and Ulukan 2010).

We can spot the actors of the laws and capital in the commodification, sec-
torization and internationalization phases of the agricultural area in the 2000s
(Degirmenci 2021), in tea production, too. While social opposition can take
place as an actor in the management mechanism in state-society relations,
after 1980 by using the concept of “governance” that allows to disable so-
cial opposition, local, national and international companies become the main
actors of capital groups. Private sector governance refers to local business
associations at the local level. These associations are Tea Industrialists Busi-
nessmen’ Association (CAYSIAD), Tea Producers Solidarity Association, Agri-
cultural Cooperatives Central Union, and Rize Tea Industrialists Association.
We see an effort to be integrated into the global production chain at the glob-
al level, and to strengthen the tendency of internationalization through these
associations.

On the other hand, with the subjection of nation-state to national and supra-
national rules at the global level with the public sector governance, the insti-
tutions that are expected to publically work in coordination: local chambers
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of industry and commerce, Rize Tea Research and Application Center Project
(CAYMER), Tea Agriculture and Business Technology Program, Vocational
Education High Schools and Public Education Centers, Eastern Black Sea
Development Project (DOKAP), Small and Medium Sized Industries Develop-
ment Presidency (KOSGEB) and Development Agencies.

With public and private sector governance, establishing local and regional
policy networks is aimed. Thus, integrating it into local, national and global
production chains, strengthening its ability to manage and its quality to re-
spond to the needs of capital are reinforced with the establishment of the
Tea Specialization Coordination Office under the auspices of Recep Tayy-
ip Erdogan University, the National Tea Council and the Rize Commodity
Exchange by providing convenience in the efficiency, productivity and ac-
countability of tea.*

However, the “Law Draft on Tea” prepared by CAYKUR in 2008, and by the
National Tea Council and Rize Commodity Exchange in 2009, was prepared
in accordance with the new actors of the new era, allowing to meet the needs
of capital, but the legislative process is still incomplete. On the other hand,
it is possible to say that including CAYKUR within the scope of privatization
will provide a valorization opportunity for local and international capitals. In
addition, CAYKUR was transferred to the Wealth Fund in 2017, which was
established as a result of the survival strategy of the nation state. It is also
revealed in the State Economic Enterprises Court of Accounts Report of 2021
that CAYKUR, which was making a profit until its transfer, is made loss every
year.® Tea production, which is a part of the production relations, on one hand
facilitates the survival strategy of the government and its room to maneuver
with populist policies, and on the other hand it becomes an earning area for

4 In this period when intraregional competition is brought to the forefront, development
strategies that include public-private sector cooperation for regional development (which is
an indispensable part of the global production chain) and the Black Sea Region’s position at
the last in the regional development ranking in Turkey increases intraregional competition. In
addition, the 550-kilometer-long highway built on the coast to facilitate local and international
trade that became the energy corridor of the region and the construction of hydroelectric
power plants for energy production caused the destruction of the historical texture, environ-
ment and labor force, which are among the factors causing the underdevelopment of the
Black Sea Region (Guler-Miftiioglu and Ercan, 2007).

5 https://www.tbmm.gov.tr/develop/owa/komisyon_tutanaklari.tutanaklar?pKomKod=15&p-

Donem=27&pYasamaYili=4

43



44

Beyond Tea: From Field to Pot, Tea in Space and Memory

local and international capital that are thriving and about to thrive.® Yet, small
producers who cultivate their own tea fields, and local and migrant laborers
who collect tea are affected by gender-based relations in the Black Sea Re-
gion like all over the world. The reality about women are becoming impover-
ished, deprived, unemployed and dispossessed as a result of unpaid work in
both household reproduction and tea harvesting is becoming stronger day
by day.”

Tea, From Where To Where? From a Sip of Tea to Unequal Production
Relations

The results of our face-to-face field research on tea production in the 25-house-
hold village of Yucehisar in Pazar district of Rize province in the Eastern Black
Sea Region in 20098 will be shared®. Most of the tea lands in Yucehisar village
are between 5-10 decares. As a result of the inheritance system and the quality
of the geographical area, the lands have a small divided structure. The divi-
sion of the land affects the amount of tea produced, and the amount of tea
produced and the income per family are gradually decreasing. With the quota

6 After the flood disaster in Rize in July 2021, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan gives away
tea when he visits the Glineysu district of Rize. There are 17 tea factories belonging to CAY-
KUR in the district. Free tea is given away in the capital of tea. According to journalist ismail
Saymaz’s report, Mehmet Erdogan, the owner of the tea bought from Or-Cay, was the branch
chairperson of MUSIAD a while ago and now manages Rize Tea Exchange, which determines
the purchase price of tea in the private sector. The tea, which was given away in 200 gram
packages, was specifically produced for AKP and its price is 4.20 TL. On the other hand, the
private sector puts pressure on CAYKUR through the ministry and causes the quota to be dri-
ven down. In an interview Mehmet Erdogan says: “The private sector thinks like this: If | make
a loss, 1 will go bankrupt. If Cay-Kur loses, the state compensates it.” https://www.sozcu.com.
tr/2021/yazarlar/ismail-saymaz/rizeliyi-bir-paket-caya-muhtac-etmek-6558252/ (Date of ac-
cess: 27.07.2021)

7 It is observed that the unequal position of the laborers involved in tea production throu-
ghout the world has deepened. http://www.teacoffeecocoa.org/tcc/News/Tea/Tea-growers-
protest-at-layoffs-and-low-wages (Date of access: 06.06.2009)

8 Similar results were revealed in the extensive field research conducted by Karagimen and
E. Degirmenci on “tea cultivation” in Rize in 2018 (Karagimen and Degirmenci 2019). It is also
consistent with the results of the research conducted by Cigerci-Ulukan and Ulukan on “tea
cultivation and migrant labor” in 2016 (Cigerci-Ulukan and Ulukan 2018).

9 Ascommonly women work in tea production in the region, women spouses in the household
were included in the research and the number of interviews increased to 35. Quantitative and
gualitative techniques were used together in our method in the field research. In-depth inter-
views were conducted with the Chamber of Agriculture and Caysen at the District Directorate
of Agriculture in Pazar district. In addition, conversations were held in the coffeehouses, which
are the common spaces of the district (Gller-MUftioglu 2010).
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application of CAYKUR on the purchase of wet tea, while only 55 percent of
the wet tea produced is bought by CAYKUR, the other part is sold to Dogus
Cay, established just beside the village, and other small private factories. Since
the collection and processing of tea during the harvest period lasts about 6
months, it is more profitable for companies to employ temporary workers.
Higher wages in CAYKUR factories (in 2009) compared to the private sector
are very important for the local people as it brings more income. However, the
privatization of CAYKUR worries the local people. It is because they perceive
privatization as unemployment and worry about being left to the low wages
of the private sector. In accordance with the policy of the nation state of the
period, policies of CAYKUR such as reducing the number of factories by avoid-
ing costs, measure and quota applications, determining the purchase price
of fresh tea at the base price level allow the private sector to benefit from this
process in ways like price cutting. The nation-state, which leads the way in in-
creasing the possibilities of capital accumulation in accordance with the capi-
talist social development, individualizes the profits and socializes the risks.

Sharecropping went through the changes throughout the regionin the 2000s.
In the past the sharecroppers used to take 1/3 of the income generated from
the fresh tea, now they take 1/2. Women usually come home after 8-9 hours
of work in the field and do the housework and child care, and also look after
animals, if there is any. In other words, their working hours, including working
time in agriculture, are over 15 hours. The unequal division of labor within the
household and the patriarchal family structure continue intact with the deep-
ening of income inequality to the detriment of women (Yaman 2021).

In the regional idiom, those who always employ seasonal workers are called
“whose land is sharecropped (topragi yariya verilmis)”. All of the seasonal
workers in the region are workers coming from Georgia. Georgian workers
are preferred over local labor in the tea harvest period (Cigerci-Ulukan 2021).
On the other hand, in 2020, when the Covid-19 pandemic emerged, Mustafa
Yilmaz Kar, Secretary General of the Tea Industrialists and Businessmen'’s As-
sociation (CAYSIAD) brings up creating local laborer with his statement: “We
are suffering from the negative effects of importation of agricultural inputs
like fertilizers, pesticides and feed, but it's gotten to such a point that we are
now dependent on imports even in terms of labor. In the tea industry, in which
the daily wage is 150 TL, we paid the Georgian workers about 70 million dol-
lars seasonally, including all their expenses. We started a project for local
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workers.”"® And on the other hand, the presence of Georgian workers as well
as other workers migrated from different places, expands the replacement
worker pool (Cigerci-Ulukan 2021). While this strengthens the competition
between local and immigrant labor and impoverishes them, for companies it
means increasing the ways of earning.

In March 2021, CAYKUR announces “the recruitment of 300 manual labores
in total, 210 in Rize, 60 in Trabzon, 25 in Artvin and 5 in Giresun”. 22 thousand
956 people apply to 34 different factories in Rize, where only 210 people will
be employed. It is stated that the number of applications amounts to 8 per-
cent of the total population of Rize". Due to the structural consequences of
unemployment in the region and the effect of the pandemic, conditions have
become even more difficult, and so CAYKUR is still seen as an opportunity by
the people of the region to have a regular job.

Since tea producers have become more and more deprived of the income
expected from the harvest and the income that would guarantee their future,
and grew poorer continuously from the 2000s to the present, they only hope
to be able to own a house, send their children to the university, and if possible,
that those who come after them can cultivate their family heirloom lands.?

In Lieu of Conclusion

The tea plant growing in the heart of the soil, feasts our hearts with its taste
although it does not fill up our stomachs biologically. While the tea harvest is
the bread and future of the farmer and the worker, it remains to be the subject
of competition, earning and profit for local, national and international compa-
nies. Tea, which is a social relation, also continues to be an important issue in
the functioning of capitalist production relations.

In the current moment of capitalist production relations, we are consuming
as if there are a few more of our planet. As we keep consuming, the climate
crisis is triggered, drought, floods, scarcity of food and epidemics continue
to threaten life. Nature is put at the service of the interests of capital which is

10 https://www.bloomberght.com/yorum/irfan-donat/2247149-turkiyenin-cay-ekonomisi
(Date of access 20.02.2021).

11__ https://www.gazeterize.com/ekonomi/caykur-300-isci-alimi-icin-rekor-basvu-
ru-h14348034.html Gazete Rize 31 March 2021 (Date of access 10.04.2021).

12 In llkay Nisanci’s 2006 documentary “A Sip of Waiting”, nature, soil, space, tea, labor,
laborer, and all elements related to local people in the Eastern Black Sea Region are shown
visually and artistically.
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always struggling with its discontinuity, through uncontrolled expansion of
cultivation areas, sprawled and unsupervised constructions, mining in agri-
cultural areas, establishment of hydroelectric power plants on streams and
rivers with policies that do not center people, nature and society. Search for
answers to the needs of capital continues to add links to the chain of disas-
ters. The propertyless masses, who are cut off from the means of production
and turned into workers on their own land, are faced with unemployment,
unsafety, insecurity and uncertainty. These masses, whose lives and futures
are mortgaged, are thus increasingly weakened.

Whereas, it is a known fact that having the knowledge of the soil is the great-
est power and treasure. So far as the struggle of solidarist, collective and shar-
ing organized structures is bricked up and raised, social power gains power,
resistance and strength, and thus the necessity and need for establishing pro-
duction relations appropriate with human, nature and society clearly unfold
every passing day.
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Dogu KaradenizZ'de

Geleneksel Tarim Mirasi
Irfan Cagatay

Bu yazida Dogu Karadeniz'in en dogusundaki Rize ve Artvin illerinin dar sahil
kesiminde yapilan tarimsal faaliyetlerin gegmisten gunumuze degisim ve ge-
lisimini, tarimsal Granler bazinda incelemeye calisacagiz. Oncelikle kisitli olan
klasik ¢cag yazarlarinin aktarimlarindan Osmanli dénemine kadar bolgedeki
tarimsal faaliyetleri ele alacak, sonrasinda 16. yuzyila ait tapu tahrir defterle-
ri Uzerinden bu yuzyildaki tanmsal urin5251leri 6zetleyecediz. Sonrasinda
Osmanli'nin son dénemlerinden ¢ay tariminin yayginlastigi 1980’lere kadar
olan déonemde gerceklestirilen geleneksel tarim faaliyetleri, cesitliligi ve dev-
let eliyle tesvik edilen arunleri 6zetleyerek ilkcagdan gunumuze Dogu Kara-
deniz'deki tarim geleneginin bir portresini cikarmaya ¢alisacagiz.

Heredot'tan Procopius’a Dogu Karadeniz'de Tarim Urtinleri

Dogu Karadeniz milat 6ncesinden bu yana bazi tarimsal urtnlerle anilagel-
mistir. Herodot (MO 484-425) meshur eseri Tarih'te, Karadeniz'in dogu sahil-
lerinde yasayan Kolkhis halkinin keten isciligi yaptigini ve Kolkhis keteninin
Yunanistan'da tanindigini bildirir (Herodotos 2002; 105).

Ksenophon (MO 431-354) Anabasis adli eserinde, ginumuzde Giresun-Ordu
dolaylarinda konumlandirilabilecek olan Mossynoikoslardan bahsederken
onlarn baz tarimsal Grunlerine deginerek Mossynoikoslarin ambarlarinda
onceki yilin hasadiyla, saplariyla birlikte yeni hasadin da depo edildigini ve
bunlarin gogunun Cei& zea yani Triticum monoccocum oldugunu aktarir (Kse-
nophon 2000: 385). Bu bugday turtne kapluca bugdayi ya da guniumuzde
daha yaygin bir adla siyez bugdayi’ denir.

Ksenophon eserinin ayni bolumunde, Mossynoikoslarin yunus etini kiiplerin
icinde salamura ettiklerini ve yunus yagini da Helenlerin zeytinyadi gibi kul-

1 Siyez ismi Yunanca owtapt €ag sitari zeas tamlamasindaki zeas unsurunun Tirkgelestirilmis
formudur.
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landiklarnni aktarir. Evlerinin st katinda “i¢c kabugu olmayan ceviz” bulundu-
@gunu aktaran Xenophon, Mossynoikoslarin bunlari kaynatip somuna kattikla-
rini, en gok yedikleri yemegi, ayrica bu cevizlerden ceviz lapas (tebpoppévoug
xapvoic) yaptiklarini da bildirir. Ksenophon'un karyon wé&pvov olarak andigi
yemis, haglanip lapasi yapildigina gore kestane olmalidir. Son olarak Ksenop-
hon bolgede uretilen saraptan da bahseder: “Ayrica sek icildigi zaman sert
oldugu icin aci hissi veren, su katildiginda ise hos kokulu ve tatli olan bir sarap
da bulundu” (Ksenophon 2000: 385).

Plinius (MS 23-79) “Zehirli Ballar Diyar” olarak andigi bolgenin 6zellikle bal
ve bal mumu tretimine dikkat ¢ceker, guinimuzde deli bali denen balin ilk ta-
nikligini yapar ve bu bala maenomenon dendigini aktarir. Yine Plinius Pontos
Euxeinos yani Karadeniz kiyisindaki halklarin dariyi (panicum) diger butun yi-
yeceklere tercih ettiklerinden bahseder (Isik 2001: 110).

Keten, bal/balmumu ve dari ilk cagda Dogu Karadeniz'in en 6nemli ithal Gran-
lerindendi. Buna yunus baligi, diger balik Granleri, kiraz, tzam gibi meyveler
ve kereste de eklenebilir.

Bolgede yaylacilik, sut ve sut trtnlerine dair ®nemli bir kayit 550 dolaylarinda
Procopius Caesarensis tarafindan kaleme alinan Peri Ktismaton (Yapilar) adli
eserde yer almaktadir. Yazar Trabzon daglarinda yasayan Tsanilerden bahse-
derken soyle der:

“Soylediklerine gore, bu kalenin 6tesinde, daglarin asag taraflari
Okeniton Tzanilerinin sigirlarini barindirdiklar ve kislaklarinin bu-
lundugu yerlerdir. Onlar bu sigirlari, topradi surup islemek icin de-
gil, surekli bir sat kaynagina sahip olmak ve etleriyle beslenmekicin
yetistirirler” (Prokopius, Peri Ktismaton, 111, vi. 21).

Osmanli déneminde 6zellikle Hemsin'de Uretilen tereya@inin saray mutfagina
gonderildigi bilinmektedir.

Yukarida anilan tarimsal faaliyetlerin bir kismi ginimuzde kismen devam etse
de, bazilan XVI. yuzyildaki misirin bélgeye gelisiyle, bazilari ise yakin donem-
de cay tarimiyla azalmis ya da ortadan kalkmigtir. Asagida yeri geldik¢e bun-
lara deginilecektir.

Osmanli Klasik D6neminde Dogu Karadeniz’de Tarim

Osmanlilar 1461°'de Trabzon’u ve hinterlandini ele gecirdiler. Bolge Osman-
li idaresine gecer gegmez bolgenin vergi gelirlerini kayit altina almak Uzere
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tapu tahrirleri gerceklestirildi. Bu tahrirlerden elimize ulasanlarinin en eskisi
1486 yilina ait MAD 828 numarali tahrir defteridir. 1486-1583 yillari arasinda
kaleme alinmis icmal ve mufassal tahrir defterleri de ginimuze ulasmistir. Bu
defterlerden hareketle s6z konusu yillarda Dogu Karadeniz'deki tarimsal Ure-
timin tarlerinin ve miktarlarinin yani sira ekonomiye yansimalari hakkinda da
bilgi sahibiyiz.

Bu defterlerden anlasildigi kadariyla bélgede hububat sinifindan bugday
(hinta/gendum), siyez bugdayi (kapluca), dar (dihn/erzen), lazut ve arpa
(sa'ir) yetistirilmekteydi. Bundan baska 6nemli miktarda Gztm sirasi imal edili-
yor, sarap Uretiliyor ve ceviz, findik, kestane, armut, kiraz, elma, muhtelif mey-
veler ve Trabzon'da az da olsa zeytin yetistiriliyordu (Bostan 2002: 497-500).
1554 yilinda 6.802.618 kilo kendir uretildigi tahmin edilmektedir (Bostan
2002: 512). Trabzon sancaginda keci basta olmak Uzere, koyun ve domuz
da yetistirilmekteydi. Defterlerde sigir yetistiriciligine dair veri olmamakla bir-
likte, her hanenin hane sayilabilmesi icin bir ¢ift 6ktze sahip olmasi gerektigi
g6z 6énunde tutulursa, asil olarak yakin zamanda oldugu gibi sigir yetistiriciligi
bolge halkinin temel hayvancilik faaliyeti idi. Buna yayla ve meralardan alinan
vergiler ile tereyagi Uretimine dair veriler eklenince sigir yetistiriciliginin yore
icin bnemli bir gecimlik faaliyet oldugu anlasilmaktadir.

Bu donemde ariciigin hem bal hem de balmumu Uretimi acisindan oldukca
gelismis oldugunu ve Topkapi sarayinin mutfagina gidecek denli taninmis
oldugunu goérmekteyiz. Bu defterlerde vergilendirilen baska bir faaliyet ise at-
macacilik ve balik¢ilik idi.

Tablo 1: 1554 Yilinda Rize, Atina (Pazar) ve Arhavi Kazalarinda Tarimsal Urtn-
lerin Tahmini Miktarlari

Uziim 57.000 sabur 3.071.160 litre
Ceviz 22.250 somar 570 ton
Findik 250 somar 6,5 ton
Meyve 37.900 somar 972 ton

Keten 2.500 ton

Kaynak: Bostan 2002: 502-512.
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Tablo: 2: 1554 Yilinda Rize, Atina, Arhavi ve Trabzon'da Tahil Uretimi (Ton)

Tahil Rize, Atina, Arhavi | Trabzon
Dar1 3.870 16.104
Kapluca 4.310 7.205
Bugday 5 7.434
Arpa 120 4.170
Lazud - 285

Kaynak: Bostan 2002: 493

Hanefi Bostan'in verilerine gore 1554 yilinda kisi basina dusen tahil miktari
Trabzon'da 182 kilo ve Rize, Atina, Arhavi kazalarinda 149 kilo olarak tahmin
edilmektedir. Bu durum ikinci bolgenin daha yoksul bir yer oldugunu goster-
mektedir.

17.yUzyil ortalarinda Trabzon'u ziyaret eden Evliya Celebi bolgenin meyvele-
rini soyle siralar: “Dilberlebi kirazi, Lahican emradu, beg emradu, galabiemru-
du, Sinop elmasi, namik tzamd, meliki Gzamu, frenk tzama. Ozellikle baden-
can inciri dedigi ve gunumuzde de patlican inciri olarak bilinen incir taru icin
“eyle leziz ve mumessek incirdir kim misli diyar-1 Nazilli'de olmaz” diye belirtir.

Evliya Celebi Trabzon’da limon ve “turunc-1 algun” yetistirildigini de aktar-
mistir. Yine boélgenin nar ve zeytininden 6vguyle bahseden Evliya Celebi
“ve siyah kiraza benzer bir gine meyvedir” diye tarif ettigi ve “bu dahi Tara-
befztin’a mahsusdur” dedigi karayemisi de ilk kez kayda gecirmistir. Son ola-
rak Trabzon’a mahsus bir meyve olarak Trabzon hurmasini (Diospyros lotus)
da anmistir: “Tarabzon hurmasi derler bir meyvedir, firnda kurudup vilayet
vilayet mustevli olur. icinde iki Gi¢ ¢gekirdegi olur, leziz meyvedir. (Evliya Celebi
Seyahatnamesi 1998: 50-51).”

Dogu Karadeniz'in Geleneksel Tarim Uriinleri
Misir

17.yuzyil baslari bolge tanmricin Gnemli bir milattir. 15. ytzyil sonlarinda Ame-
rika’dan ispanya ve Portekiz'e getirilen misir (Zea mays) 17. yuzyil baslarinda
Dogu Karadeniz'de ekilmeye baglanmis, digerlerine nazaran birim araziden
yuksek miktarda urtin elde edilebilen misirin diger tarimsal Grtnlerin, 6rnedin
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bugday ve dari turlerinin ekim alanlarini isgal ettigini sdyleyebiliriz. Yakin za-
manda ¢ayin misir tarlalarini isgaline benzetebilecegimiz bu sure¢ sonunda
bazi bugday ve dari turlerinin ekiminin tamamen terk edildigini gésteren bazi
emareler takip edilebilmektedir. Bununla birlikte misir tarimi 6nceki turlerin
uretim terminolojisini de devralmis ve bu terminolojiyi ganamuze tasimigtir.
Zaten misirnin bolge dil ve agizlarindaki lazud, laus gibi adlar da muhtemelen
bir dar turt olan Panicum miliaceum’dan 6édunglenmistir.

1704 tarihli bir belgede Batum ve civarinda yetistirilen Grtn olarak sadece pas-
ta ve lazud anilmaktadir (Tapu ve Kadastro Genel Mudurlagu Arsivi, TTD. 122).

Dani

Plinius'tan bu zamana Dogu Karadeniz'in iklim kosullarindan 6tart dari tar-
leri, bolgenin en 6Gnemli tahillar olagelmistir. Bolgede iki dari turt yaygin ola-
rak yetistirilmistir. Bu dari tarleri sunlardir: Osmanli tahrir defterlerinde Arapca
duhn Farsga erzen adi verilen Setaria italica ssp. maxima adli darlya Osmanlilar
pasta darisi demektedirler. Bu dari eski Yunancada elimos ve Latincede ise
panicum olarak adlandinliyordu. Lazcada kurumi, kurmiya da gomi denen bu
dariya Rize Turkgesinde zigal denmektedir.

Tahrir defterlerinde Farsca gavres ya da lazad adiyla anilan Panicum milia-
ceum ise eski Yunancada xé¢yxpoc, Latincede milium adiyla bilinmekteydi. Bu
darinin ekimine misirin bolgeye girmesiyle birlikte son verilmistir. Turkgede
akdari denen bu ture Lazcada pati ya da m¢ékidi denmekteydi.

Muhtemelen stpdrge darisi olarak bildigimiz Sorghum bicolor da az da olsa
ekimi yapilan bir dariydi ve bitki morfolojisi acisindan misiri andiran bu bitki-
den kaynakli lazad adi 17. yazyildan sonra misir danisi igin kullanilmaya bas-
lanmugtir.

Tablo 3: Dogu Karadeniz'deki Dar Turlerinin Karsilastirmali ve Tarihsel isimleri

Osmanlica | Yunan / La- | Bilimsel ad1 | Tiirkce Lazca
tince
A/ 050 | Ehopog / Setaria pasta daris1 | kurumi,
panicum italica ssp. gomi
maxima
353 [ s | kéyypoc/ | Panicum akdar1 pati, m¢kidi
milium miliaceum
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Plinisu’un Karadeniz kiyisindaki halklarin dariyi diger buttn yiyeceklerden us-
tan tuttuklarini aktardigina deginilmisti. Darinin bolgedeki hakimiyeti misir ta-
nminin baslamasiyla gerilemisse de pasta darisinin ekimi koylerde 1970'lere
kadar devam etmistir. Mustakbel ¢ay ureticilerinin, misir ektikleri tarlalara de-
gil, daha daglik ve verimsiz araziler olan dari tarlalarina ¢cay ekimi yapmalariyla
ekim alanini kaybeden dari guinimuzde tamamen bitmistir. Setaria italica ssp.
maxima turd dari tohumlari bazi kus avciligi meraklilarinca korunmussa da Pa-
nicum miliaceum tamamen ortadan kalkmigtir.

Bugday

Liozen 1904'teki ziyaretinde, bolgede bugday yetistirilmemesini sik yagan
yagmurlarin topragdin verimli ylzeyini agindirmasina baglar (Liozen 2018: 50).
Trabzon Vilayeti Salnamesi‘nde “ahali umumiyetle lazud yani misir unuyla
taayyus ettiklerinden bugday ziraati yoktur” denmektedir (Trabzon Vilayeti
Salnamesi, 2009: c. 22: 361). Bununla birlikte 6zellikle Atina kazasinda yani
gunumuz Pazar-Ardesen ilce koylerinde az miktarda bugday yetistirildigi ka-
yitlidir.

Tapu tahrir defterlerinde bélgemizde Arapga hinta ya da Farsga gandum adiy-
la anilan bugdayin (Triticum aestivum), sadece Rize tarafinda ¢ok az yetistiril-
digi gorulmekteydi. Defterlerde kapluca olarak anilan siyez ise, daridan sonra
bolgenin ikinci en ¢ok Uretilen tahiliydi. Bununla birlikte bugday tretimi 20.
yuzyil basinda terk edilmis, sadece hayvan yemi olarak ekilir olmustur.

Arpa, yulaf ve gavdar da onceleri Uretilirken son yuzyilda sadece hayvan yemi
icin ekilir olmus, son yillarda hayvanciligin terk edilmesiyle bunlarin ekimi ta-
mamen bitmigtir.

Pirin¢

Bolgede piring ekiminin ne zaman basladigina dair bir bilgimiz olmamakla bir-
likte 19. yuzyilda adi gegen yerlerde ekim yapildigi bilinmektedir. Trabzon sal-
namelerinde, Hopa kazasinda pirin¢ uretildigi kayitlidir. Tahrir defterlerinde
bolgedeki piring ekiminden bahsedilmemesine ragmen 17. yuzyil sonrasinda
pirincin Dogu Karadeniz tarimina dahil oldugunu séyleyebiliriz.

Kir geltigi adi verilen bu piring ¢esidi 1970'lere kadar ekilmekte idiyse de son-
rasinda ekimi terk edilmistir. Bu vazgeciste, cay tariminin gelismesinin yani
sira sitma hastaliginin da etkisi olmustur.
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Pirinc ekimi Firtina deresi havzasinda ve Makriyal (Kemalpasa) sahilinde ya-
pilan bir faaliyetti. Liozen 1904'te gerceklestirdigi Makriyal gezisinde piring
tarimi ve yore pirinciyle ilgili soyle der:

“Misir ekimine Makriyal’de de rastlanir. Ancak oranin temel Granu
piringtir. Vadinin tamami piring tarlalari ile kaplidir. Zeminin surekli
sulu olmasi icin yer yer kticuk toprak tamsekler yapilmis. Su bu tum-
seklere oluklarla akar. Piring ekimiyle, dizlerine kadar camur icinde
kadinlar ilgilenir. Sonbaharda piring tarlalardan kaldirlip ambarlara
alinir. ihtiyaca gore piring elle veya degirmende 6gutulir... Makrial
pirinci cok beyaz, iyi kalitedir ve hizli piser. Ayrica cok ucuzdur, 1 fun-
tu (409,5 gram) ithal pirin¢ gibi 10 kapik tutmaktadir. Halk pirincin bir
kismini kendi ihtiyaclari icin ayirdiktan sonra, kalanini Batum’a kolay-
likla satar (Liozen 2018: 50)”

Bu pirin¢ ¢esidi Firtina deresi ve Kemalpasa deltasinda subasar arazide su-
lanmak suretiyle Uretildigi gibi, daha yuksek koylerde, iyi gunes alan egimli
arazilerde de yetistirilmekteydi. Verimi sulu tarim yapilan celtikten haliyle du-
stk olmakla birlikte, Dogu Karadeniz mikroklima 6zelliklerine adapte olmasi,
yamaclarda ve susuz yetismesi gibi 6zellikleriyle ekonomik dederi bu tahilin
yetistirilmesinde 6énemli motivasyonlardi. Bununla birlikte bu ¢zel piring tU-
rinden numunelik bir drnek bile gunumuze ulagsmamigtir.

Baklagiller

Dogu Karadeniz'de taze fasulye yazin en ¢ok tuketilen sebze olmasinin yani
sira kuru fasulye de her aile tarafindan uretilir ve ihtiyac fazlasi da satilirdi.
Buna barbunya fasulye de dahildi. Ozellikle bombay fasulyesi (Phaseolus coc-
cineus) yoresel kis yemekleri icin toplanarak saklanirdi. Singa sarilip yukselen
bu fasulyelerden baska yer fasulyesi adi verilen bodur turler de vardi. Bélgede
erkencil, geccil, tursuluk, danelik vs. pek ¢cok fasulye turt bulunmakla birlikte
bu ata tohumlari da yavas yavas kaybolmaktadir.

Yorede ekilen diger bir baklagil soya fasulyesidir. Hasadi yapildiktan sonra da-
neleri yemeklere katildigi gibi degirmende 6gutulerek ekmege de eklenmek-
teydi. Yorede taze sebze olarak tuketilen bezelye, nohut ve bakla gibi diger
baklagiller de az ¢cok ekilmektedir.
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Keten ve Kenevir/Kendir

Giriste degindigimiz gibi, Heredot'tan bu yana dokumacilik Dogu Karade-
niz'in en 6nemli ithal tranlerinden biri olmustur. Bolgede hem kenevir/kendir
(Cannabis sativa) hem de keten (Linum usitatissimum) yetistirilmekte ancak
keten daha ¢ok Borgka'nin koylerinde bilinmekte, aktif olarak yetistirilmekte
ve islenmekteydi. Bununla birlikte kenevir ise butin Dogu Karadeniz'de bol
miktarda uretilip gerek ham madde olarak gerekse de islenmis olarak tuc-
carlar yoluyla satilmaktaydi. Kendir uzun yillar Dogu Karadeniz'in en énemli
sanayi hammaddesi olagelmistir. Kendirden ip, halat, urgan, cuval bezi, Us-
tupunun yani sira feretiko ya da Rize bezi olarak da bilinen kumas da elde
edilmektedir.

Yuksek Muhendis Rahmi Arer, Rize, ictimai, iktisadi ve Kulttirel Bakimdan Bir
Tetkik adli eserinde bolgede uretilen kendirin niteligini anlatirken soyle der:

“Kendir bol yetistigi gibi acik gunesli gunlerin senede 100 gunu geg-
meyisi elyafinin nisastalanmasina vakit birakmamakta, elde edilen
madde yumusak adeta keten elyafi evsafini tasimakta, dolayisiyla
meshur Rize bezlerinin dokunmasina amil olmaktadir (Arer 1952: 16).”

Nisastalanmadigi icin elyafin sertlesmedigini, Kastamonu’da Uretilen kendir-
den halat yapildigi halde Rize’dekinden en ince iplikler elde edilebildigini
sikca vurgulayan Arer, Rize suyunda mevcut olan ozon dolayisiyla bezlerin
beyazlatilmasinin kolay olduguna ve deniz suyunda mevcut az miktardaki
klorun da bu isi gérdugunu ilave eder.

Kendir isciligi cay tariminin yayginlastigi 1970’lere kadar bélgenin en énemli
ekonomik faaliyetlerinden biriydi. Bir kadin 6 ay kis devresinde 3 kilo kadar
iplik bukebilmekte, bundan da geleneksel tezgahlarda ic camasiri, gomlek
ve pantolon yapilabilmekteydi. Ne yazik ki ginimuzde bu zahmetli zanaat terk
edilmistir. Pek cok ekipmanla yapilan dokumacilik bu zanaati bilen kisilerin vefa-
tiyla tarihe kavusmak Gzeredir.

Diger Meyve ve Sebzeler

Ceviz, Osmanlilardan bu yana takip edebildigimiz kadariyla boélgenin en
onemli yag bitkisidir. Hane ici tuketim icin geleneksel yontemlerle Uretilen
ceviz yagi ne yazik ki artik yapilmamaktadir. Geleneksel Uretim ydontem ve tek-
niklerini bilen kisi sayisi da gunden gune azalmaktadir.

Findik, hem hane igi tuketim igin hem de fazlasi ticcara satilmak suretiyle
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onemli bir gelir kaynagidir. Ancak bolge findigi oldukca lezzetli olmasina rag-
men, Giresun ve Ordu’daki gibi genis ekim alanlari bulamamistir. Kismen Fin-
dikli'da aretilen findik gunamuzde de gay tarimiyla beraber seyretmektedir.

Kestane, bolgede ormanda kendiliginden yetisen, guzan, zamani geldiginde
koyluler kafileler halinde uzak daglara giderek cuvallarla toplanmakta, cogu
hane i¢inde tuketilen kestanelerin bir kismi da tlccara verilmektedir.

Bolgede UzUmun iki cinsi bilinmektedir: Sofralik olarak sadece izabela adi
verilen kokulu siyah Gzum ve tifaritsa ya da salamsu adi verilen daha eksi ve
ince daneli bir bagka Uzam. Uzim suyu hem sira halinde saklanarak yoresel
tatlilanin yapiminda kullanilmakta hem de pekmez yapilarak tuketilmektedir.

Ayrica bolgede armut, yuze yakin tartyle en ¢cok ragbet géren meyvelerin ba-
sinda gelmektedir. Pekmez yapilan armutun fazlasi ¢evre illere de satilmakta-
dir. Yoresel bir meyve olan karayemisin de pek ¢ok cesidi vardir. Taze tuketi-
minin yani sira kurutularak kis aylarinda findikla birlikte cerez olarak tuketimi
de yaygindir.

Yakin dénemde bélge tarimina dahil olan Trabzon hurmasi, (Diospyros kaki)
aslen Uzakdogu bitkisi olmakla birlikte yerliince meyveli Trabzon hurmasi (Di-
ospyros lotus) agaclarina asilanarak cogaltilmaktadir. Pekmezi, kdmesi (mey-
veli sucugu) ve kurusu yapilan hurmanin da yerli gesitleri mevcuttur.

Yagisli bir iklime sahip olmakla birlikte Dogu Karadeniz'in yerel incir ¢esitleri
oldukga lezzetlidir. Yagis ve rutubetten 6turt kurutmaya elverisli olmayan bu
incirlerden en meshuru Evliya Celebi'nin de s6zunu ettigi mor renkli, uzunca
yapili patlican inciridir.

Sebze olarak bolgede en ziyade lahana, fasulye, bezelye, pazi, salatalik, pata-
tes ve kabak yetistirilmekte ve bunlar hane icinde tuketilmektedir.

Osmanli'dan Giiniimiize Dogu Karadeniz'de Devlet Destekli Tarim Girisimleri
Narenciye

Bolgenin mikroklima 6zellikleri Uzakdogu'ya has bazi meyvelerin yetismesine
olanak saglamaktadir. Bunda, sonbaharda yamaclardan denize dogru esen
ve kalas adi verilen sicak rizgarin etkisinin buyuk oldugu ifade edilmektedir.
Bunlardan en 6nemlisi narenciyedir. Bolgede basta portakal olmak Uzere,
mandalina, limon, turung ve agac kavunu yetistirilmektedir.

Narenciye 19. yuzyilin ikinci yarisindan itibaren bolgede yetistirilmekte ve bu
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urun ozellikle soguk iklime sahip Rusya taraflarina satilmaktaydi. Bélgenin bu
potansiyeli Osmanli'nin son déneminde bir tarim projesi haline dénustural-
mas, sahil halki narenciye ekmeye tesvik edilmistir. Cumhuriyet déneminin
ilk yillarinda da devam edilen bu proje ile demir portakali olarak bilinen, yore-
ye has bir portakal ¢esidi ile Rize mandalinasinin dogmasina vesile olmustur.
Bununla birlikte 10-15 yilda bir gergeklesen don olaylarinin 6zellikle portakal
agaclarina buyuk zarar verdigi goérulmus, bu da istikrarli tretimin saglanama-
yacagi kaygisini dogurmustur. Yore halki donlanmaya karsi daha kucuk olan
mandalina, limon gibi agaclar kisin bez ya da naylon ile sarmakta, bitki kok-
lerini ise samanla kapatarak sogugun bitkiye etkisini en aza indirmeye calis-
maktadir.

Konuyla ilgili Liozen, 1904 teki seyahatinde Kemalpasa'daki narenciye ureti-
mi hakkinda su bilgileri vermektedir:

“Kar gcok yagar ama fazla yerde durmaz. Ancak yerel halkin anlatti§-
na bakilirsa Turk-Rus savasl baslamadan burada kis blyuk felaket-
ler getirmis ve portakal agaclarinin tamamini neredeyse yok etmis.
O zaman portakal agaclar ¢cok buyukmus ve her biri 10 bin meyve
veriyormus. Ancak sartlarin degismesi nedeniyle birkaci disinda
agaclarin buyuk cogunlugu orta buyukluktedir. Bu yetmezmis gibi
hastalik da onlari yok etmeye devam ediyor. Gonul isterdi ki bu has-
taliklar bitsin, buranin tek dogal kaynagi olan bu agac kulturane
kayitsizlik giderilsin. Buranin halki, bunun disinda topraktan gelen
baska bir gelir kaynagi bilmez. Portakal ve limondan her yil ayni
aran alinmaz. iyi Gran iki yilda bir oluyor. Urinan bayuklugine gore
Batum’da bin tanesi 10-25 ruble arasinda satilir. Hos tadina ragmen
fiyatini dusuren eksiligini gidermek igin modern yéntemlerle Grtn
kalitesi de artirilsa iyi olurdu (Liozen 2018: 49).”

Tatdan

Bolgede sadece Pazar ilgcesinde yetistirilmis olan tatundn puro tatunu ve ki-
yim tatanu olmak Gzere iki turt mevcuttu. Bunlardan kiyim tatant guzel ko-
kulu, kaliteli ve verimlidir. Yurt disina, 6zellikle Misir'a satilan ve orada kokusu
makbul bulunan bu tattn, nem barindirdigi i¢in saklanmasi zordur. Puro tutu-
nu ise oldukca kaliteli olmakla birlikte, Turkiye’de pek puro ttuketilmedigi ve
yurt disindaki pazarlara acilma konusunda yeterli rekabet gucu bulunmadigi
icin zamanla Uretimi terk edilmistir.
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Ipekcilik

1950'li yillarin ilk yarisinda boélgede denenen ipek bocekgiligi sonradan terk
edilmis olmakla birlikte izleri halkin hafizasinda yer edinmistir. Arer, bolgede
uretilen ipegin krepdoésin ipek cinsi oldugunu aktardiktan sonra U¢Uincusu
daha az olmak Uzere, senede U¢ defa koza elde edilebilecedini yazmaktadir
(Arer 1952: 29). Bu donemde halka yabani dut agaci fidanlari dagitilmis ve
koyluler uretime tesvik edilmisse de, gerek ticari drgutlenmenin saglanama-
masi gerekse kulturel/dini sebeplerle Uretimde istenilen seviyeye ulasilama-
mis ve nihayetinde Uretim terk edilmistir.

Bunlara 90’larda ortaya cikan kivi de eklenmelidir. ilk yillarinda oldukga ka-
zancli olan kivicilik yayginlasip uretim miktari arttikca piyasa degeri dasmus,
buna tuccarlarin streci olumsuz ydnetmeleri de eklenince bir sure ¢ayla bir-
likte ayni tarlada; cay altta kivi Ustte olacak sekilde, ekilen kiviler buyuk bir
hayal kirikligiyla sokulerek guvenli liman olan ¢aya geri donalmastar.

Bir Dipnot: Pazar Elma Fabrikasi

Bolgede yetisen demir elma eksi-tatli, aromatik ve kurutmaya uygun birelma taru
olmasi hasebiyle 1940’larda 6zel tesebbusle Rize'nin Pazar ilgcesinde bir elma
kurutma fabrikasi kurulmustur. Kurulan fabrika Ziraat Bankasi'na gecmis, 1947-
48'de istanbul Meyveciler Kooperatifi'ne isletilmek tizere verilmis, fakat muspet
bir netice alinamamustir. Arer, fabrikanin 1944 senesinde 50 ton, 1948'de 200
ton kuru elma tretilmis oldugunu tahmin etmektedir (Arer 1952: 33).

Fabrikanin kapasitesine kiyasla yerel meyve uretiminin dustuk olmasi sebe-
biyle, fabrikanin ¢calismasi ekonomik bulunmamis ve ¢ay fabrikasina dénus-
taralmastar. 1952'de bunu goren Arer bolge meyveciliginin gelismesiicin bu
fabrikanin 6nemine dikkat ceker:

“Buytk gayretler sarfedilerek meydana getirilen ve meyve ku-
rutma, usare istihsali, meyve marmeladi yapmak icin esasli bir
istihsal merkezi olmaga musait bu muessese, halen tahrip edil-
mektedir. Motorlar kah Rize sehrinin, kah Pazar kasabasinin elekt-
rigini temin igin sokulup tasinmakta, kah yapilacak Pazar gay fab-
rikasinin bu binada yapilmasi mulahazalari ileri surtlmektedir.
Burasini cay fabrikasi haline getirmek uydurma cay fabrikasi yap-
mak demektir. Meyveciligin Rize'deki istikbaline, inkisafina iman et-
memek, fabrika mevcutken, bunu isletmenin carelerini dastinmek
varken sokmek, inkisafi icin ugrasilan meyveciligi 5-10 sene sonra
oksuz birakmak demektir (Arer 1952: 33)".
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Sonuc¢

Rahmi Arer, Rize'ye dair tarim incelemesinde ¢ayin gelismesine vurgu yap-
makla birlikte bélgenin tarimsal Uretiminin ¢esitlendirilmesini ve her birinin
pazar imkani olusturularak tesvik edilmesini; bolgenin ancak bu sekilde sos-
yal ve ekonomik olarak kalkinabilecegini savunur.

1952'de iyi duzenlenmis bir programla Rize'de 20 bin ton cay Uretilebilecegi-
ni mujdeleyen Arer, 2019'daki ¢ay Uretiminin 1 milyon 450 bin ton oldugunu
gorse oldukga hayret ederdi. Arer bolge halkinin 1952'de tarim alanlarinin
onemli bir kisminda misir tretimine devam ettigini, bundan vazge¢mek ko-
nusunda isteksiz oldugunu yazar ve “tesvik ve sermaye yatirmi ile 400 ton
Rize bezi dokunabilir”, “10 bin donumluk dutluk yapilabilir”, “20 bin ton ¢ay
uretilebilir” der ve bolge sartlarina gére misinn ekonomik olmadigini diger
arunlerle aciklar. Arer'in hesapladigina gore, donum basina misirdan 35-40
lira, caydan 150-200 lira, kendirden 100-150 lira, ipekten 500 lira ve hatta
meyveden bile 35 liranin Gzerinde kazang elde etmek mumkunken halkin ne-
den musir ekimini birakmadigini sorar ve su cevabi verir: “Cunku halk misirin
kilosunu bir ara 1 liradan aldigini unutmamakta ve acliktan korkmaktadir.” Ve
soyle devam eder: “Su son birka¢ sene zarfinda Toprak Mahsulleri Ofisinin
musiri istikrarli bir fiyatla satisi, bol miktarda bulundurusu, halki derhal cay ve
dut dikmege tesvik etmistir (Arer 1952: 47)."

Ancak Dogu Karadeniz'de tarim Arer'in 6ngérdugu gibi gelismemistir. Gu-
numuzde cay plantasyonlari sadece geleneksel olarak tarim yapilan alanlar
degil, ormanlik alanlari da kaplamisg durumdadir. Bununla birlikte dari, siyez
bugday, pirin¢ ekimi tamamen bitmis, nihayet misir da bolge tannmindaki kay-
da deger varligini kaybetmistir. Sadece tahillar degil meyvecilik de bitmistir;
armut, elma, karayemis agaclari yaslandigi icin kesilmekte ancak yenileri di-
kilmemekte, bolgedeki meyve cesitliligi yildan yila azalmaktadir. Arer'in ge-
lecegini parlak gordugu ipekgilik ve tatunculuk de kisa sturede son bulmus,
binlerce yildir yapilagelen kendircilik ve ketencilik ise butun alet edevat ve
yontemleriyle birlikte tarihe gomulmustar.

Tamamen piyasaya bagli bir hammadde olan ¢ayin bélgede bir zenginlesme
sagladigr muhakkaktir. Ancak 6l¢usuz ve plansiz genislemenin dogru bir ta-
rim politikasi olmadigi da ortadadir. Sovyetler Birligi sonrasinda Gurcistan’da-
ki cay tariminin ibretlik durumu da g6z ardi edilmemelidir.

Yakin dénemde bazi Universitelerin, yerel ydnetimlerin ve sahsi girisimlerin
ozellikle yerel meyve turlerinin korunmasi igin fidanliklar kurmaya calismalari
umut verici bir gelismedir. Geleneksel tarimi geri getirmek muamkun olmasa
da en azindan kayit altina alinmasi ve numune derlenmesi mumkundur. Bitki
cesitliliginin korunmasi icin bu tar girisimlerin desteklenmesi ve tesvik edilme-
si, sistematize edilerek modern yontemlerle mumkun oldugunca yayginlas-
masi gerekmektedir. Bunu kamuya mal etmek ve devlet organlarini harekete
gecirmek gorevi konuyla ilgili yerel aktorler ve STK’larin Gnunde durmaktadir.



Traditional Agricultural Heritage
in the Eastern Black Sea Region

Irfan Cagatay

In this article, we will try to analyze the change and development of agricultur-
al activities from the past to the present, on the basis of agricultural products,
in the narrow coastal areas of Rize and Artvin provinces in the easternmost
part of the Eastern Black Sea Region. First of all, we will handle the agricultural
activities in the region date back the Ottoman period in the narrations of the
limited number of classical era writers, and then we will summarize the agri-
cultural products of this century through the land registry books of the 16th
century. Afterwards, we will try to form a framework of the agricultural tradi-
tion in the Eastern Black Sea region from the ancient times to the present by
summarizing the traditional agricultural activities, diversity and products pro-
moted by the state, from the last period of the Ottoman Empire to the 1980s,
when tea farming became widespread.

Agricultural Products in the Eastern Black Sea from Herodotus to
Procopius

The Eastern Black Sea Region has been associated with some agricultural
products since the prehistoric ages. Herodotus (484-425 BC) reports in his
famous work History that the people of Colchis living on the eastern coast of
the Black Sea were engaged in linen workmanship and that Colchis linen was
well-known in Greece (Herodotos 2002: 105).

In his work called Anabasis, Xenophon (431-354 BC) mentions some of their
agricultural products while talking about the Mossynoikos that can be locat-
ed around Giresun-Ordu of today, mentioning that the previous year’s har-
vest was stored in the warehouses of the Mossynoikos, along with the stalks,
and most of them were e1& zea, namely Triticum monoccosphon (Xenophon
2000:385). This type of wheat is called kapluca wheat or, more commonly to-
day, einkorn wheat (siyez)".

1 Siyez is the Turkish form of the zeas word in Greek owtdpt (éag sitari zeas.
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In the same part of his work, Xenophon states that the Mossynoikos corned
dolphin meat in pottery and that the Hellenes used dolphin oil like olive oil.
Xenophon, who states that there were “walnuts without inner shell” on the
upper floor of their house, states that the Mossynoikos boiled them and add-
ed them to the loaf, the food they ate most, and also made walnut porridge
(teBpappévoug kapuoig) from these walnuts. The nut, which Xenophon re-
ferred to as karyon kdpuov, must be chestnut since it was boiled and made
into masscuite. Finally, Xenophon also mentions the wine produced in the
region: “There is also, a type of wine that gives a bitter feeling when drunk
dry because it is hard, and is fragrant and sweet when water is added” (Xeno-
phon 2000: 385).

Plinius (23-79 AD) draws attention to the honey and beeswax production in the
region, which he calls “The Land of Toxic Honey” and makes the first witness of
the honey called crazy honey today and states that this honey is called maenom-
enon. Likewise, Plinius mentions that Pontos Euxeinos, the peoples of the Black
Sea coast, preferred millet (panicum) to all other foods (Isik 2001: 110).

Linen, honey/wax and millet were among the most important imported prod-
ucts of the Eastern Black Sea Region in the early ages. Dolphin meat, other
fish products, fruits such as cherries and grapes and timber can be added to
the list.

An important record of transhumance, milk and dairy products in the region is
in the work called Peri Ktismaton (Buildings) written by Procopius Caesaren-
sis around 550. Talking about the Tsanis living in the mountains of Trabzon,
the author says:

Beyond this fortress, they say, the lower reaches of the moun-
tains are where the Okeniton Tzanis house their cattle and have
their winter quarters. They raise these cattle not to till the land,
but to have a constant supply of milk and to feed on their meat
(Prokopius, Peri Ktismaton, 111 vi. 21).

It is known that the butter produced especially in Hemshin during the Otto-
man period was sent to the kitchen of the Palace.

Although some of the above-mentioned agricultural activities continue today,
some of them have receded or disappeared with the appearance of maize in
the region in the 16th century, and some with tea farming in the recent period.
These will be mentioned below as the occasion arises.
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Agriculture in the Eastern Black Sea Region in the Ottoman Classical
Period

The Ottomans captured Trabzon and its hinterland in 1461. As soon as the re-
gion passed under the Ottoman administration, title deed registration books
were kept in order to record the tax revenue of the region. The oldest of these
cadastral record books that we have reached is the numbered MAD 828,
which belongs to the year 1486. Later compendium and elaborate cadas-
tral record books written between 1486 and 1583 have reached the present
day. Based on these record books, we have information about the types and
amounts of agricultural production in the Eastern Black Sea Region, as well as
their reflections on the economy.

As it can be understood from these registers, wheat (hinta/gendum), einkorn
wheat (kapluca), millet (dihn/erzen), lazut, and barley (sa>ir) were grown in
the region. In addition, a significant amount of grapes must and wine was
produced, and walnuts, hazelnuts, chestnuts, pears, cherries, apples, various
fruits and a small amount of olives were grown in Trabzon (Bostan 2002: 497-
500). It is estimated that 6,802,618 kilos of hemp were produced in 1554 (Bos-
tan 2002: 512). In the Trabzon sanjak, goats, sheep and pigs were also raised.
Although there is no data on cattle breeding in the books, considering that
each household must have had a pair of oxen to be considered a household,
cattle breeding was the main livestock activity of the people of the region, as
it is recently. When the taxes collected from the pastures and meadow, and
the data on butter production are added to this, it is understood that cattle
breeding was an important subsistence activity for the region.

Table 1: Estimated amounts of agricultural products in Rize, Athens (Pazar)
and Arhavi districts in 1554

Grape 57,000 sabur? 3,071,160 liter
Walnut 22,250 somar? 570 ton
Hazelnut | 250 somar 6.5 ton

Fruit 37,900 somar 972 ton
Linen 2,500 ton

Source: Bostan 2002: 502-512

2 A unit of liquid measuring 53.880 liters used in the 16th century.
3 A grain measure of 25.656 kilograms, used in the 16th century.
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In this period, we see that beekeeping was highly developed in terms of both
honey and beeswax production and was well-known enough to go to the
kitchen of the Topkapi Palace. Another activity that was taxed in these books
was sparrowhawk breeding and fishing.

Table: 2: Grain production (tons) in Rize, Athens, Arhavi and Trabzon in 1554

Grain Rize, Atina, Arhavi | Trabzon
Millet 3,870 16,104
Einkorn |4,310 7,205
Wheat 5 7,434
Barley 120 4,170
Lazud* - 285

Source: Bostan 2002: 493

According to Hanefi Bostan’s data, the amount of grain per capita in 1554 is
estimated to be 182 kilos in Trabzon and 149 kilos in Rize, Athens and Arhavi
counties. This shows that the latter was a poorer region.

Evliya Celebi, who visited Trabzon in the mid-17th century, lists the fruits of
the region as follows: “Dilberlebi cherry, Lahican order, beg emrudu, gulabi
emrudu, Sinop apple, namik grape, meliki grape, blackcurrant.” Especially for
the type of fig he calls the badencan fig and which is known as the eggplant
fig today, he states that “it is a delicious and fragrant fig, which is not even
grown in the land of Nazilli”.

Evliya Celebi also reported that lemons and “turunc-1 algun” were grown in
Trabzon. Evliya Celebi, who also spoke highly of the region’s pomegranates
and olives, recorded for the first time the cherry laurel which he described
as “and a sun-like fruit like a black cherry” and said “this is unique to Tarabe-
fzun”. Finally, he also mentioned the persimmon (Diospyros lotus) as a fruit
peculiar to Trabzon: “is a fruit called the persimmon of Trabzon, which is dried
in the oven and transported to many provinces. It has two or three seeds in it,
and it is a delicious fruit.” (Evliya Celebi Seyahatnamesi 1998: 50-51).

4 The name given to corn in the Eastern Black Sea region
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Traditional Agricultural Products of the Eastern Black Sea Region
Corn

The beginning of the 17th century is an important milestone for the agricul-
tural activities in the region. Corn (Zea mays), which was brought to Spain and
Portugal from America at the end of the 15th century, began to be cultivated
in the Eastern Black Sea region in the beginning of the 17th century. We can
say that corn, which can produce a high amount of product from a unit of land
compared to others, occupies the cultivation areas of other agricultural prod-
ucts such as wheat and millet. At the end of this process, which can be com-
pared to the occupation of corn fields by tea, some signs can be followed that
show the cultivation of some wheat and millet species has been completely
abandoned. However, maize farming took over the production terminology
of the previous species and brought this terminology to the present day. In
fact, the names of maize such as lazud and laus in the regional languages and
dialects are probably borrowed from Panicum miliaceum, a millet species.

In a document which dates back to 1704, only pasta and lazud are mentioned
as products grown in and around Batumi (General Directorate of Land Regis-
try and Cadastre Archive, TTD.122).

Millet

Due to the climatic conditions of the Eastern Black Sea region, millet has been
the most important grain of the region since Plinius. Two millet species are
widely grown in the region. These millet species are as follows: In Ottoman
cadastral registers, Ottomans call the millet Setaria Italica ssp. maxima as pasta
millet which is called Arabic duhn, Persian erzen. This millet was called elimos
in ancient Greek and panicum in Latin. This millet, which is called kurumi, kur-
mi or gomi in Laz language, is called zigal in the local Turkish dialect of Rize.

Panicum miliaceum, which was called gavres or lazad in Persian in the tahrir
registers, was known as k€yxpog in ancient Greek and milium in Latin. The
cultivation of this millet ended with the entry of maize into the region. This
species, which is called akdari in Turkish, was called pati or m¢kidi in Laz.

Sorghum bicolor, which we probably know as sorghum, was another millet
species, although cultivated in small quantities and the name lazud originat-
ing from this plant, which resembles corn in terms of plant morphology, be-
gan to be used for corn millet after the 17th century.
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Table 3: Comparative and historical names of millet species in the Eastern
Black Sea Region

Ottoman Greek/Latin | Scientific Name | Turkish Lazuri

Turkish

GRY /00 glopog Setaria italica | pasta darist | kurumi, gomi
panicum SSp. maxima

353¥ / ps& | Kéyypog Panicum Akdar1 pati, m¢kidi
milium miliaceum

It has already been mentioned that Plinisu reported that the peoples of the
Black Sea coast preferred millet to all other foods. Although the dominance of
millet in the region declined with the introduction of corn farming, the culti-
vation of pastry millet continued in the villages until the 1970s. Today, millet,
which lost its cultivation area, is completely gone because the prospective
tea producers planted tea in the millet fields, which are more mountainous
and unproductive lands, not the fields where they planted corn. Although the
seeds of Setaria italica ssp. maxima millet have been preserved by some bird
hunting enthusiasts, Panicum miliaceum has completely disappeared.

Wheat

During his visit in 1904, Liozen attributed the lack of cultivation of wheat in
the region to the erosion of the fertile surface of the soil by frequent rains (Li-
ozen 2018: 50) In the Trabzon Province Yearbook, it is stated that “there is no
wheat cultivation because the people generally use lazud, that is, corn flour”
(Trabzon Province Yearbook, 2009: c. 22: 361). However, it is recorded that a
small amount of wheat was grown especially in the town of Atina, that is, in
the villages of today’s Pazar-Ardesen district.

In the land registry books, it was seen that wheat (Triticum aestivum), which
is called hintfa in Arabic or gandum in Persian, was grown very little only in
Rize. Einkorn, which is referred as kapluca in the registers, was the second
most produced grain of the region after millet. However, wheat production
was abandoned in the beginning of the 20th century and was only cultivated
as fodder.

While barley, oat and rye were produced in the past, they have been culti-
vated only for fodder in the last century, and their cultivation has completely
ended with the abandonment of livestock in recent years.
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Rice

Although we do not have any information about when rice cultivation started
in the region, it is known that cultivation was made in the above mentioned
places in the 19th century. In Trabzon yearbooks, it is recorded that rice was
produced in Hopa county. Although rice cultivation in the region is not men-
tioned in the tahrir registers, we can say that rice was included in the Eastern
Black Sea agriculture after the 17th century.

This type of rice, called ghaiya rice, was cultivated until the 1970s, but it was
abandoned afterwards. This renunciation was influenced by the develop-
ment of tea agriculture as well as malaria.

Rice cultivation was an activity carried out in the Firtina Stream basin and on
the Makriyal (Kemalpasa) coast. Liozen says the following about rice farming
and local rice during his Makrial trip in 1904:

Corn cultivation can be seen in Makrial as well. However, its
main product is rice. The entire valley is covered with rice fields.
Small soil mounds were made from place to place to keep the
ground constantly wet. Water flows into these mounds with gut-
ters. Women engage in with rice planting, covered in mud up to
their knees. In the autumn, rice is removed from the fields and
taken to the warehouses. Rice is grinded by hand or in a mill, de-
pending on the need. Makrial rice is very white, good quality and
cooks fast. Itis also very cheap, 1 pound (409.5 grams) costs 10
kopeck like imported rice. After people reserve some of the rice
for their own needs, they easily sell the rest of it to Batumi (Liozen
2018:50).

This type of rice was grown by irrigation on flooded land in the Firtina Stream
and Kemalpasa delta, as well as in higher villages, on sloping lands with lots
of sunlight. Although its yield is naturally lower than that of irrigated rice, its
adaptability to the Eastern Black Sea microclimate characteristics, its growth
on slopes and without water, and its economic value were important motiva-
tions for the cultivation of this grain. However, even a sample of this particular
type of rice has not survived.

Legumes

In the Eastern Black Sea region, besides being the most consumed vegetable
in summer, haricot was also produced by every family and sold in surplus.
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This included sheel beans. Bombay beans (Phaseolus coccineus) in partic-
ular were collected and stored for local winter dishes. There were also scrub
types called ground beans besides these beans that were wrapped around
the pole. Although there are many bean species such as early, late, pickle,
grain, etc. in the region, these ancestral seeds are gradually disappearing.

Another legume planted in the region is soybean. After the harvest, the grains
were added to the meals as well as to the bread by grinding in the mill. Oth-
er legumes such as green peas, chickpeas and broad beans, which are con-
sumed as fresh vegetables in the region, are also more or less cultivated.

Linen and Hemp/Cannabis

As we have already mentioned in the introduction, weaving has been one of
the most important imported products of the Eastern Black Sea Region since
Herodotus. Both cannabis/hemp (Cannabis sativa) and flax (Linum usitatissi-
mum) are grown in the region, but flax was mostly known, actively cultivat-
ed and processed in the villages of Borgka. On the other hand, hemp was
produced in abundance in the entire Eastern Black Sea Region and sold by
traders both as raw and processed material. For many years, hemp had been
the most important industrial raw material of the Eastern Black Sea Region. In
addition to line, rope, tether, burlap, oakum, fabric also known as feretiko or
Rize cloth is obtained from hemp.

While describing the quality of cannabis produced in the region in his work
titled Rize, Social, Economic and Cultural Research, Engineer msc Rahmi Arer
says:

As cannabis grows abundantly, the fact that the clear sunny days
do not exceed 100 days a year does not leave time for the fiber to
be starched, the material obtained carries the characteristics of
soft, almost flax fiber, therefore it is a factor in the weaving of the
famous Rize cloths (Arer 1952: 16).

Arer frequently emphasizes that the fiber does not toughen because it is not
starched, and that the finest yarns can be obtained from the ones in Rize, al-
though rope is produced from the hemp grown in Kastamonu, adds that it is
easy to blench the cloths due to the ozone present in the Rize water, and that
the small amount of chlorine present in the sea water also carries out this task.

Hemp cultivation was one of the most important economic activities of the re-
gion until the 1970s, when tea farming became widespread. A woman could
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strand 3 kilos of yarn during the 6-month winter period. Underwear, shirts and
trousers could be made from this in traditional looms.

Unfortunately, nowadays this laborious craft has been abandoned. Weaving,
which is performed with a lot of equipment, is about to become history with
the death of the people who know this craft.

Other Fruits and Vegetables

Walnut is the most important oil plant of the region as far as we can trace
since the Ottomans. Walnut oil, which is produced with traditional methods
for domestic consumption, is unfortunately no longer produced. The num-
ber of people who know traditional production methods and techniques is
decreasing day by day.

Hazelnut is an important source of income both for domestic consumption
and by selling the surplus to merchants. However, although the hazelnuts of
the region are quite delicious, they could not find large cultivation areas like
those in Giresun and Ordu. Hazelnut, which is partly produced in Findikl,, con-
tinues alongside tea cultivation today.

Chestnut is a product that grows naturally in the forest in the region. In au-
tumn, when the time comes, the peasants go to distant mountains in groups
and collect them in sacks. While most of the chestnuts are consumed in
households, some are traded to the merchants.

In the region, only two types of grapes are known for table use: the fragrant
black grape called izabela and another sour and fine grape variety called tifar-
itsa or salamsu. Grape juice is both stored in the form of must and used in the
production of local desserts, and consumed as molasses.

In addition, pear with nearly a hundred species, is one of the most popular
fruits in the region. The surplus of pear after making molasses is sold to the
surrounding provinces.

There are many varieties of cherry laurel, which is a local fruit. In addition to
its fresh consumption, it is also widely consumed as a snack with hazelnuts
during the winter months.

The persimmon (Diospyros kaki), which has recently been included in agri-
culture in the region, is originally a Far Eastern plant, but it is propagated by
grafting on the local thin-fruited persimmon (Diospyros lotus) trees. There are
also local varieties of persimmon, which is used to make molasses, church-
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khela (fruit sausage) and dried persimmon.

Although it has a rainy climate, the local fig varieties of the Eastern Black Sea
Region are quite delicious. The most famous of these figs, which are not suit-
able for drying due to precipitation and humidity, is the purple colored, elon-
gated eggplant fig mentioned by Evliya Celebi.

Cabbage, beans, peas, chard, cucumbers, potatoes and zucchini are the veg-
etables mostly grown in the region and these are consumed in households.

State Supported Agricultural Initiatives in the Eastern Black Sea Region
from the Ottomans to the Present

Citrus

The microclimate features of the region allow the cultivation of some fruits
unique to the Far East. In this, it is stated that the effect of the hot wind called
kalas blowing from the slopes towards the sea in autumn is great. The most
important of these is citrus. In the region, mainly orange, tangerine, lemon,
citrus and citron are grown.

Citrus fruits have been grown in the region since the second half of the 19th
century and this product was sold countries especially with a cold climate
like Russia. This potential of the region was transformed into an agricultural
project in the last period of the Ottoman Empire, and the people of the coast
were encouraged to plant citrus fruits. With this project, which was continued
in the first years of the republican period, a local orange variety known as iron
orange and Rize tangerine were born. However, it has been observed that
frosts that occur every 10-15 years cause great damage especially to orange
trees, and this has led to the concern that stable production would not be
achieved. Local people wrap the smaller trees such as tangerines and lem-
ons with cloth or nylon in winter, and try to minimize the effect of freezing the
plant by covering the roots of the plants with straw.

On the subject, Liozen gives the following information about the citrus pro-
duction in Kemalpasa during his trip in 1904:

It snows a lot, but it thaws quickly. However, according to the
local people, the winter brought great disasters here before the
Turkish-Russian war started and almost destroyed all the orange
trees. At that time, the orange trees were very large and each
yielded 10 thousand fruits. However, due to changing condi-
tions, most of the trees are medium-sized, except for a few. As
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if that wasn’t enough, the illness continues to destroy them. |
would have wished that these illnesses would end, that indiffer-
ence to this tree culture, which is the only natural resource of this
place, would be eliminated. The people of this area do not know
any other source that comes from the land. The same qualified
product is not obtained from orange and lemon every year. A
good crop can be obtained every two years. Depending on the
size of the product, a thousand of them are sold in Batumi be-
tween 10-25 rubles. Although the flavor is pleasant, its sourness
lowers its price. It would be beneficial to increase the quality of
the product with modern methods in order to eliminate its sour-
ness (Liozen 2018: 49).

Tobacco

There were two types of tobacco, cigar tobacco and slaughter tobacco, which
were grown only in Pazar district in the region. Of these, slaughter tobacco is
fragrant, high quality and productive. This tobacco, which is sold abroad, es-
pecially to Egypt and has a pleasant smell there, is difficult to store because
it contains moisture. Although cigar tobacco is of high quality, its production
has ended over time, as cigars are not consumed much in Turkey and there is
not enough competitiveness to open up to foreign markets.

Sericulture

Although silkworm breeding, which was tried in the region in the first half of
the 1950s, was abandoned later, its traces have taken a place in the memory
of the people. Arer states that the silk produced in the region is the type of
crepe de chine silk, and writes that cocoons can be obtained three times a
year, the third being less (Arer 1952: 29). During this period, wild mulberry
saplings were distributed to the people and the villagers were encouraged
for its production. However, the desired level of production could not be
reached due to both the inability to provide a commercial organization and
cultural/religious reasons, and eventually the production ended.

Kiwi, which started to be produced in the 90s, should be added to these. Kiwi
cultivation, which was very profitable in its first years, became widespread
and its market value decreased as the amount of production increased. When
the traders’ mismanagement of the process was added to this, it was grown
in the same field with tea for a while. The kiwis planted alongside tea at the
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bottom and the kiwi at the top were, with great disappointment, uprooted and
returned to the safe harbor of tea.

A Footnote: Pazar Apple Plant

Iron apple grown in the region is a kind of sour-sweet, aromatic and suitable
for drying. For this reason, an apple drying factory was established in the Pa-
zar district of Rize with a private enterprise in the 1940s. The established fac-
tory was transferred to Ziraat Bank and given to the Istanbul Fruits Coopera-
tive in 1947-48 to be operated, but no positive results could be obtained. Arer
estimates that the factory produced 50 tons of dried apples in 1944 and 200
tons in 1948 (Arer 1952: 33).

Due to the low local fruit production compared to the factory’s capacity, the
operation of the factory was not found profitable and it was converted into a
tea factory.

Seeing this in 1952, Arer draws attention to the importance of this factory for
the development of regional fruit growing:

This establishment, which was built with great efforts and suit-
able to be a major production center for fruit drying, juice pro-
duction and fruit marmalade is still being destroyed. Its engines
are dismantled and moved to supply the electricity of either the
city of Rize or the town of Pazar, and the idea of building the Pa-
zar tea factory to be built in this building is put forward. Turning
this place into a tea factory means making a fake tea factory. It
means disbelieving in the future and development of fruit grow-
ing in Rize, dismantling it while the factory is in existence and
considering the solutions of the business, leaving the fruit grow-
ing, which is being developed, orphaned after 5-10 years (Arer
1952: 33).

Conclusion

Rahmi Arer, while emphasizing the development of tea in his review of agri-
culture in Rize, maintains diversifying the agricultural production of the re-
gion and promoting each of them by creating market opportunities; argues
that the region can develop socially and economically only in this way.

Arer who announced that 20 thousand tons of tea could be produced in
Rize with a well-organized program in 1952, would be quite surprised to see
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that the tea production in 2019 was 1 million 450 thousand tons. Arer wrote
that the people of the region continued to produce corn in a significant part
of their arable lands in 1952 and were reluctant to give it up. He says “400
tons of Rize cloth can be woven with incentives and capital investment”, “10
thousand decares of mulberry can be produced”, “20,000 tons of tea can be
produced” and explains that corn is not profitable according to the regional
conditions by mentioning other products. According to Arer’s calculations it
is possible to earn 35-40 liras per acre from corn, 150-200 liras from tea, 100-
150 liras from hemp, 500 liras from silk and even more than 35 liras from fruit,
so he asks why people do not give up on corn cultivation and he gives the an-
swer: “Because people do not forget that buying a weigh of corn costed 1 lira
for a while and they are afraid of hunger.” And he continues: “Over the last few
years, the Grain Office’s steady sale of corn at a stable price and abundance
of corrn has prompted the public to plant tea and mulberries immediately”
(Arer 1952: 47).

However, agriculture in the Eastern Black Sea Region did not develop as Arer
envisioned. Today, tea plantations cover not only traditionally cultivated ar-
eas, but also the forested areas. However, the cultivation of millet, einkorn
wheat and rice were completely ended, and finally, corn lost its significant
presence in agriculture in the region. Not only cereals, but also fruit growing
is ended; Pear, apple and nut trees are cut down as they get old, but new ones
are not planted, and the variety of fruit in the region decreases from year to
year. Sericulture and tobacco farming, which Arer saw bright, ended in a short
time, and hemp and linen farming, which had been practiced for thousands
of years, went down in history with all their tools and methods.

It is certain that tea, which is a raw material completely dependent on the
market, provides enrichment in the region. However, it is also obvious that
excessive and unplanned expansion is not a sound agricultural policy. The
exemplary situation of tea agriculture in Georgia after the Soviet Union should
not be ignored.

It is a promising development that some universities, local governments and
private initiatives have recently tried to establish nurseries for the protection
of local fruit species. While it is not possible to bring back traditional agricul-
ture, it is at least possible to record and compile samples. In order to protect
plant diversity, such initiatives should be supported and encouraged, system-
atized and spread as much as possible with modern methods. The task of
making this a public issue and mobilizing the state organs is the responsibility
of the relevant local actors and NGOs.
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Bir Metanin izinde
Turkiye'de Cayin Oykusu

Fatma Gencg

Cay, bugun karsimiza dinyada yasayan insanlar icin tanidik, siradan, vazge-
cilmez ve yaygin olarak tuketilen bir icecek olarak ¢ikmaktadir. Kahvaltilarin
vazgecilmezi, calisma yasaminin nefes alma alani, sohbetlerin kurucusu olan
cay, her mekanin, her saatin en 6nemli icecegi haline gelmistir'. Peki, bugun
cayin sudan sonra en ¢ok tuketilen alkolstz icecek olmasi bir yapragin suya
dususu kadar tesadufi olarak mi gerceklesmistir? Cayin kesfine dair anlatilar,
efsaneler bu sureci insansizlastirilmis, mekansizlastirilmis ve tarihsizlestirilmis
bicimde kendi kendine gerceklesen bir stre¢ olarak tariflemektedir. Oysa-
ki cay, yabani bir bitki olarak kesfinden tarimsal bir Grtn haline gelisine ve
bugunku haliyle nesne/metalagsma surecine kadar bir dizi sosyal iligkiyi ice-
risinde tagimaktadir (Geng 2010: 16). Boylesi bir iliskiyi gindemine alan Karl
Marks, “Insanin calismasiyla, doganin sagladigi maddelerin bigimini kendisine
yararli olacak sekilde gun gibi degistirdigi aciktir. S6zgelisi agacin bicimi, masa
yapilarak degistirilir. Ama gene de masa, o alelade guinliik sey olmakta, agac ol-
makta devam eder. Ne var ki, meta olarak ilk adimini atar atmaz, tamamen bagka
bir sey olur” diye belirtmektedir. Kapitalist iliskilerin en fetisistik formlari olarak
metalarin ihtiyaclar igin Gretiminin (kullanim degeri) yerini piyasa i¢in Gretimin
(degisim degeri) almaslyla, Gretim ile tuketimin ayrismasina neden oldugu 6l-
cude uretim araglar ile ureticinin ayrilmasina da yol actigini ifade etmekte-
dir (Marks 2016). Bu anlamda sermaye birikim streci, her gecen gun degdigi
noktayl metalastirdigi 6lcude, sosyaliliskilerin nesneler arasi iliskiye donduagu
yoénunde bir algilamaya neden olmaktadir. Bu ¢ercevede ictigimiz bir bardak
cay, tarihsel ve toplumsal iligkileri, bu iligkilere ve sureclere konu olan tum in-
sanlarin birbirlerine nasil temas ettigini gostererek, aciga cikarmaktadir.?

1 CGayin tiketimi konusunda yapilmig bir galisma igin bkz: Okumus, E. 2021. “Glndelik Hayat:
Cay ve Cay Kiltiiriince Yaratilan Sembolik Diinya.” Caydan Ote: Tarladan Demlige Mekanda ve
Bellekte Cay Cevrimigi Calistayi, 10-11 ve 17 Nisan.

2 Bu konuda yapilmis baska bir ¢alisma igin bkz: Karagimen, E. ve E. Degirmenci. 2019. “Dogu
Karadeniz’de Cay Tariminin Celiskili Stirekliligi” Toplum ve Bilim Dergisi, 150: 63-94.
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Cayin metalasma sureci, dunyada ortaya cikisi itibariyla ‘cografi bir kesif’ de-
gil 'ticari bir kesif' olarak ifade edilmektedir (Ozel 2021). ilk basta gereksinim
duyulmayan bir madde iken ¢ay, ticaretinin genislemesiyle birlikte dnceleri az
bulunur olmasinin da etkisiyle luks meta Gretimine konu olmustur. Gemi tica-
retiyle Avrupa'ya yayilan cay ilk servet biriktirme davraniginin isaretidir ve ti-
caretinin gelismesi ve genislemesiyle birlikte bir yandan tlccar sermayesinin
ortaya cikisina eslik ederken bir yandan da uretiminin giderek artmasi ve kit-
lesellesmesiyle Uretken sermayenin olusumuna vesile olmustur. Bu anlamiyla
cayin tarihsel izlekleri, kapitalizmin gelisme asamalarina taniklik etmistir. Bu-
gun, cay tarimi ve Uretimi buyuk olgekli firmalar tarafindan yapilmaktadir ve
¢ay piyasasinin bu firmalar araciligiyla kontrol edildigi bir asamaya ulasilmis-
tir. Bu dogrultuda bakildiginda Dunyada ¢ay tarimi yapan tlkeler: Cin, Hindis-
tan, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Endonezya, Vietnam, Turkiye ve Japonya iken, dunya
cay piyasasinin %85'i 4 firma tarafindan kontrol edilmektedir (Guler 2021).
Buna gore cay tarim alanlar azgelismis Ulkelerde giderek genislerken Ureti-
len bu cayin kuresel piyasalarda dolasimi, kontrolu ve denetimi agirlikli olarak
gelismis ulkeler ve bu ulkelerin ¢ok uluslu sirketleri eliyle gerceklestirilmekte-
dir. Oyle ki, bu duzen, yalnizca dolasimi degil, uretici tlkelerde gay tariminin
hangi standartlarda, kosullarda ve miktarlarda yapilacagini da belirlemektedir
(Geng 2016: 258).

Dunyada cay uretiminde 5’inci sirada bulunan Turkiye icin de belirleyici olan
bu surec, bilinirligi ve ilk ekim denemeleri Osmanli dénemine denk gelse de
yaygin olarak Uretimi ve tuketimi Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi'nde Cumhuriyet’in
ilk yillarinda devlet eliyle bir kalkinma projesi olarak hayat bulmustur.

Turkiye'de Cayin Oykusi

Tanzimat ile birlikte tarrmda meta Uretimine gegisin 6n kosullarinin yaratil-
masli dahilinde cay (Toprak 1986: 1340), bu cografyaya gegimlik Gretimden
ziyade sinai bir tran olarak girmistir.® Yanlis yer sec¢imi nedeniyle tarimsal an-
lamda uretimi Turkiye Cumhuriyeti‘'nin kurulus yillarina denk gelen ¢ayin bu
cografyadaki oykusu, tarimin ticarilestirilmesi ve bolgesel kalkinmanin sinai
arunler tzerinden gerceklestirilmesi hedefinde memleketin ekonomik davasi
(Hatipoglu 1939: 5) olarak nitelendirilir.* Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi’'nde ¢ay tari-
minin baslatiimasi calismalarinda erkek emek guicu acisindan go¢ veren Rize

3 0O dénemde dinya pazarlarinda ‘kiymetli ve dnemli bir irlin’ olarak isaretlenen gayin, ilk
olarak Tanzimat doneminde ekimi denenmistir. Detayli bilgi icin bkz: Geng 2010: 46.

4 Adana icin pamuk, caya benzer sekilde bolgesel kalkinma projesi olarak glindeme getirilmis-
tir (Geng 2010: 53).
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ve cevresinde® ¢ayin yetistirilebilecegine dair raporun® referens alinmasiyla
birlikte yeni bastan olusturulacak bir ziraatin maliyetini devletin Ustlenecedi
bir yontem ile ekim denemeleri baslatilmistir. O dénemde yapilan ¢alismalar-
da Rusya ve Batum 6rnegi Uzerinden ¢ay, bambu, portakal ziraati temel alin-
mis, Urtnlerin ziraat kolunun yaninda fabrika ihtiyaci da dogurmasi acisindan
onemli olan model olarak halkin yoksulluktan kurtarilacagi tahayyul edilmis-
tir. Ancak ¢ay tariminin gelistirilmesi yonunde yapilan ilk ¢alismalar, ekildigi
andan itibaren 5 yil sonra Urtin veren, ne getirecegi bilinmeyen, misir, fasulye
gibi dogrudan gida maddesi olarak kullanilamayan cayin yore halki tarafin-
dan ekilmek istenmemesi nedeniyle basarisizlikla sonuclanmistir.”

Basarisizlikla sonuglanan bu girisimler, hukumetin “kendi kendine yetme il-
kesi” cercevesinde 1933 yilinda yeniden giindeme gelmis® ve Uretiminin

5 Cay 6ncesi déneme iliskin calistayda yapilan sunuslara bkz: Cagatay, i. 2021. “Cayin Uzerine
Kuruldugu Tarim Gelenegi”; Kadioglu, S. R. 2021. “Caydan Once... Caydan Sonra...”; Koyuncu,
R. 2021. “1918-1947 Villari Arasinda Rize’de Cay Tariminin Seriiveni.” Caydan Ote: Tarladan
Demlige Mekanda ve Bellekte Cay Cevrimigi Calistayl, 10-11 ve 17 Nisan.

6 1917 sonrasinda Kars, Ardahan, Artvin, Rize ve Batum’da zirai incelemeler yapmak lzere
bir heyet gorevlendirilmistir. 1918 yilinda bu illere giden heyette bulunan Halkali Yiksek Ziraat
Mektebi Muderrislerinden Prof. Dr. Ali Riza Erten, Rize ve havalisinde gay yetistirilebilecegini
tespit etmis ve durumu “Simali Sarki Anadolu ve Kafkasya’da Tetkikati Ziraiye” adh bir raporla
iktisat Vekaleti’ne bildirmistir. Erten’in bu raporu ilk defa, 1924 yilinda, “Cay, Limon, Mandalin,
Portakal, Bambu Ziraat”” adiyla, istanbul Sanayi Nefise Matbaasi’'nda basilarak yayinlanmis-
tir. Bundan bir yil sonra, rapor bu defa “Simali Sarki Anadolu ve Kafkasya“da Tetkikat Ziraiye”
adiyla iktisat Vekaleti’nce yeniden basiimistir. (Ali Riza Erten, http://www.caykur.gov.tr/Pages/
Kurumsal/KurumHakkinda.aspx?Itemld=20&Itemld2=26&ItemType=Detail, Erisim tarihi: 16
Haziran 2021).

7 Bu cgercevede Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi'nin kalkinmasi i¢in “6nemli bir gérev Ustlenecek bir
bitki” olarak ifade edilen ¢ayla ilgili ilk yasal diizenlemeler de hayata gegirilmistir. 1924 yilinda
¢ay tariminin altyapisinin olusturulmasi ve ¢ay bahgesi kuracaklara yapilacak tesvik ve destek-
leme 6demeleri diizenlenmesi amaciyla 407 sayili Rize Vilayeti ile Borgka Kazasinda Findik,
Portakal, Limon, Mandalina ve Cay Yetistiriimesine Dair Kanun ¢ikartilmistir. Kanunun meclis
goriusmelerinde cayl ekmek istemeyen bolge halkini cay ekimine tesvikin ‘mecburiyet’ esasin-
da olmasi konusunda uzun tartismalar ylratiilmis ve mecburiyet esasi kanunun birinci mad-
desinde dizenlenmistir. Suresi 3 yil ile sinirli olan bu kanunun 3 yil daha yirirlikte kalmasi
kabul edilmis ve bu gergevede 200.849 adet gay fidani dagiilmistir (Geng 2010: 60). Ancak
yore halki, 407 sayili yasada yer verilen diger Urilinlerin yetistiriciligine yonelmistir. 3 yil so-
nunda yalnizca 20 dekar gaylk alan tesis edilmis olmasi bu durumun 6nemli bir gostergesidir
(Keskin 1989).

8 Bu dénemde ismet indnii Rize'ye gelerek, getirttigi bir avug cay yapragini halka gésterir ve
“niye gay istemiyorsunuz, bdlgeyi kalkindiracak @iriin budur” der (Kazmaz 2001-2003: 64). iné-
nl’niin bu s6zi yarim birakilan siirecin devam ettirilmesine dairdir. Benzer sekilde donemin
Tarim Bakani Muhlis Erkmen de 1935 yilinda Samsun’dan Rize’ye kadar olan bdlgenin dogal,
ekonomik ve sosyal sartlarini arastirmak lzere bir inceleme gezisine ¢itkmigtir. Gezinin sonu-
cunda, ilmi bir arastirma icin en dnemli konu olarak gay secilmis ve detayl bir arastirma yapil-
masi talimat verilmistir (Sakli 2008: 70).
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yayginlastirilmasi i¢in Ziraat Umum Mufettisi olan Zihni Derin tam yetki ile go-
revlendirilmistir. Bu gergcevede tohum damizlik bahgeleri kurmak, fidan tre-
tip yeniden ureticiye dagitmak amaciyla 1937, 1939 ve 1940 yillarinda SSCB
Gurcistan’dan getirilen 70 ton ¢ay tohumu ile Uretiminin yayginlastiriimasi
yonunde adimlar atilmistir (Geng 2010: 82-83). Bu donemde Ureticilerin nasil
desteklenecekleri yasal ve kurumsal hale getirilirken, ayni zamanda ureticiler-
den alinacak yas cayin nerede islenecegi de diizenlenmistir.® ilerleyen yillar-
da cay tariminin boélge halki tarafindan kabul gorerek, ekiminin artmasiyla™
birlikte isleme atolyeleri kurulmustur.™

1939 yiindan sonra ¢ay dikilen alanlar ve Uretici sayisinin yillara gore hizla
artmasi beraberinde fabrika agilmasi zorunlulugunu ortaya ¢ikmustir. ilk cay
fabrikasi 1947 yilinda 60 ton/gun kapasiteli olarak Rize'nin Fener Mevkiinde
isletmeye acilmistir (Geng 2010: 99).'2 1954 yilinda acilan fabrikalar da yetersiz
gelmis, atolyeler kucuk isletmeler haline gelerek zamanla fabrikalar inga edil-
mis, 1963 yilina kadar bir fabrikayla Uretimine devam eden c¢ay fabrikasi sayisi
18’e ve isleme kapasitesi de 1.340 ton/gun’e ¢ikarilmistir (Geng 2010: 95).

Ayni zamanda bu dénemde ¢ayin alim, satim ve islenmesi de kurumsallasti-
rnlmistir. Buna gére 1938-1948 yillari arasinda Devlet Ziraat isletmeleri, 1949-
1973 yillan arasinda Tekel idaresi ve Tarim Bakanligi isbirliginde gerceklesti-
rilen gay Uretimi ve islenmesi 1971 yilinda CAYKUR'un fiilen faaliyete gecmesi
ile birlikte, 1973 yiinda CAYKUR™ eliyle devlet bunyesinde ¢ay tarim ve sana-
yisi kurulmustur (Geng¢ 2010: 99).

1980 oncesine kadar CAYKUR eliyle devletin tekelinde olan ¢ayin alimi, is-

9 Bu ddnemde yapilan tartigmalar temelde, olusturulmaya baslanan gay tarimiyla birlikte
¢ay sanayisinin de kurulmasinin adimlarini atmak ve bunun igin yasal ve kurumsal gergevenin
olusturulmasi gerekliligi tizerinden yiritilmekteydi (Geng 2010: 65-66).

10 Uretimin yayginlasmaya basladigi yil olarak 1938 yili gdsterilmektedir. Ayrintili bilgi igin
bkz: Zihnioglu 1988.

11 Ginluk kapasiteleri 1 ton civarinda olan ilk atélyeler sunlardir: 1939-1946 yillari arasinda
calisan Fidanhk Atolyesi, 1942-1946 Uzunkaya Atélyesi, 1942-1949 Glindogdu Atélyesi, 1945-
1949 Cayeli Atélyesi (Turk Caycihgl, http://www.biriz.biz/cay/turkcay.htm, Erisim tarihi: 16 Ha-
ziran 2021).

12 Makineleri, 11/1/1943 tarihli anlagma ile Londra’da bulunan bir firmaya siparis edilmis an-
cak II. Dlinya Savasl nedeniyle fabrika imalata ancak 1947-1948 yillari arasinda baslayabilmistir
(Kazmaz 2001, Arer 1969)

13 Kurumsallasmaya yonelik 1971 yilinda gikarilan Cay Kurumu Kanunu ile birlikte 1973 yilin-
da hayata gecen Cay isletmeleri Genel Miidiirliigii (CAYKUR) adi altinda “karlilik ve verimlilik
anlayisi igerisinde ve sermaye birikimine yardim etmek suretiyle daha fazla yatirrm kaynagi
yaratacak sekilde faaliyette bulunmalidir” ibaresinin ana amaglari arasina eklendigi baska bir
bigime dontsmustir (Geng 2010: 100).



Fatma Geng

Bir Metanin Izinde Tiirkiye’de Cayin Oykiisii

lenmesi ve pazarlanmasi, 1984 tarihinde c¢ikarilan bir kanun™ ile gercek ve
tuzel kisilerin yas cay isleme ve paketleme fabrikalar kurup isletebilecekleri,
intiyaclari olan yas cay yapragini dogrudan Ureticilerden satin alabilmeleri-
nin 6nu acilmig, bu dénemde CAYKUR'a yeni yatinm olanagi verilmemesine
ragmen, 6zel sektore tesvik verilmistir.’® Cay uretimi, islenmesi, pazarlanmasi
konusunda tek alici konumunda olan CAYKUR, ¢ikarilan yeni kanunla birlikte
tekel konumundan ¢ikarilarak ¢cay tarimina devlet disinda 6zel girisimcilerin
de yatinmci olarak girebilmesine olanak taninmistir. Bu yasayla ayni zamanda
¢ay tanm alanlarinin daha da genisletilmesinin 6nunu kesmek icin ¢ay tarim
alanlarninin ruhsatlandirilmasi zorunlulugu getirilmistir. Bu durum ile birlikte
1980'li yillarin basindan itibaren sanayi-devlet-tarim zincirinde halkalarin dizi-
lis sirasi degistirilerek devlet-sanayi-tarim haline getirilmistir (Oral 2003).

Cayin 6zel sektore acilmasi, bu alana yapilan yatinmlan da hizlandirmistir.
Oyle ki daha yasa ¢cikmadan 10°a yakin isletme tesisi kurmus AKFA isimli sirkete
tesvik karar alinmistir. Ozel sektore gay alaninda buyuk tesviklerin verildigi
bu ddénemde, sirketlerin ¢ay tarimina girisini kolaylastirici duzenlemeler yapil-
mistir. Ancak bu alana yatinm yapan sirketler kisa bir sire sonra bu alandan
cekilmiglerdir (Geng 2010: 119).'® Bunun nedenini de Turkiye'de gay Uretim
maliyetlerinin yuksekliginden dolayi CAYKUR'un tekel yapisinin devam etme-
si olarak aciklamislardir.” Bu sebeple sadece Lipton gibi buyuk o6lcekli ve ¢co-

14 Aralk 1984 tarih ve 3092 sayili Cay Kanunu, https://www.mevzuat.gov.tr/MevzuatMe-
tin/1.5.3092.pdf, Erisim tarihi: 16 Haziran 2021.

15 Buddnemde kanun daha mecliste kabul edilmeden bazi sirketlere tegvik verildigi yoniinde
iddialar mevcuttur (Geng 2010)

16 2010 yilinda Rize Ticaret Borsasi Baskani Mehmet Erdogan yaptigi bir agiklamada bu ko-
nuya iliskin su bilgileri vermistir: “1984’den bu yana 420 fabrika kuruldu, ancak bunlarin 230’u
kapandi. 190 civarinda yas cay fabrikasi faaliyet gosteriyor. Bugin faaliyette olanlardan daha
fazlasi ¢esitli nedenlerden dolayl kapanmis. Haliyle Ureticiye de borg birakarak batmiglar”
(“Ozel Cay Fabrikalarinin Yarisi Kapath”, https://www.pazar53.com/ozel-cay-fabrikalarinin-ya-
risi-kapatti-14389h.htm, Erisim tarihi, 26 Ocak 2010).

17 CAYSIAD Baskani Rahmi Ustiin, Rize Ticaret Borsasi Baskani Mehmet Erdogan bu konuda
taleplerini dile getirmislerdir. Rahmi Ustiin, CAYKUR’un 6zellestirilmesi yerine “B Planinin dev-
reye sokulmasini” yani CAYKUR’un da igerisinde yer aldigi bir cay borsasini 6nerirken Mehmet
Erdogan da benzer bir talebi dile getirmektedir. Ozel sektére ait kapanan firmalar batmalarinin
nedenini CAYKUR'un varliginin devam etmesi olarak yorumlamislardir. CAYKUR’a fiyat belirle-
me zorunlulugunun maliyetlerini daha da arttrdigini dile getirmislerdir. CAYKUR’un varligin-
dan dolayl maliyetlerini «asgariye» indiremediklerini ifade etmislerdir (“CAYKUR Ozellesecek
mi?”, http://biriz.biz/cay/caykurozellesecekmi.htm, Erisim tarihi: 16 Haziran 2021).

Cayin ozel sektore agilmasi umulan sonuglari vermemis ve ilk kurulan firma AKFA dahil bircok
firma gay isinden gekilmislerdir. 4 Kasim 1986’da Milliyet Gazetesi’nde “Akfa Hukiimete Kirgin”
baslikli haberden de bu durum goriilmektedir. Haberde, “Hikiimet devlete rakip olsun gayin
kalitesini yiikseltsin ¢ay KiT’ini kirsin diye 6zel sektdre ¢ay liretme izni verdi. Ama 6zel firmalar
devletin rekabetine dayanamadi” diye belirtilmistir. AKFA firmasi sahiplerinden Recep Havuz
da caydan cekilisini séyle agiklamistir: “Gergi gayda umdugumuzu bulamadik, ama bizim he-
defimiz hikimetin politikasiyla birlikte olayi ytritmekt” (http://gazetearsivi.milliyet.com.tr/
Recep%20%C3%96zel/, Erisim tarihi: 16 Haziran 2021).
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kuluslu firmalar sektorde kalicilik gosterebilmistir.

1984 yilinda c¢ikarilan 3092 sayili yasa, sermayenin bu alanda hedeflenen
etkinligine ulasmasini saglayamamis, bu nedenle de sermaye gruplarinin ta-
lepleri sureg icerisinde degisiklige ugramistir. Tarimin ticarilestirilmesi yonun-
de bir¢gok yasanin cikarildigi 2009 yilinda, ¢ayla ilgili de yeni bir kanun teklif
gundeme tasinmistir. Tarimin bir yatinm alani olarak cazibe merkezi seklinde
duzenlendigi ve tarimin sirketlestirilmesi yoninde adimlarin atildigi bu yilda,
Turkiye'de ¢ay uretimi icin de dinya cay piyasalari Uzerinden yeni bir streg
tariflenmistir (Geng 2010).®

Bu anlamda Turkiye'de cay piyasasina bakildiginda, devlet tarafindan 6zel
sektore verilen tum tesviklere ragmen 6zel sektorun bu alana girememesi
ve CAYKUR'un ozellestirilememis olmasi, Turkiye’de ¢ay Uretim maliyetlerini
yukselttigi belirtilmektedir. Ayni zamanda giderek buyuyen bu sektodr, serma-
ye acisindan yatirrm yapmak i¢in cazip ancak maliyetler agisindan yuksek bir
alan olarak ifade edilmektedir.

CAYKUR'un ozellestirilmesine karsi ¢ikan sermaye gruplari tretim maliyetinin
yuksek olmasina ureticilerin neden oldugunu isaret ederek, uretim degil pa-
zarlama Uzerinden bir strateji gelistirmis, CAYKUR'un da icerisinde yer alacag!
bir cay borsasi olusturulmasi talebinde bulunmuslardir (Geng 2010). Bu kap-
samda 2008 yilinda CAYKUR tarafindan, 2009 yilinda da Ulusal Cay Konse-
yi ve Rize Ticaret Borsasi tarafindan hazirlanan Cay Kanun Taslagi ile cayda
yeni bir yapilandirma streci guindeme gelmistir. Sermayenin taleplerini kar-
silamaya donuk olarak hazirlanan taslaga gore, cay Uretiminden tuketimine
giden sureg, yeni aktorlerle yeni bir dizene girecektir. Yapilan dizenlemede
yas cay yapragi toplayan Ureticilerin iscilesmesi'®; CAYKUR'un doénusturule-
rek duzenleyici bir st kurul haline getirilmesi; bir cay borsasi kurularak cayin
uretimden tuketime giden surecinin yeni aktorler ve dinamiklerle birlikte ye-
niden sekillendirilmesi 6ne c¢ikan basliklardir.?° Rize Ticaret Borsasi tarafindan

18 Etkinliginin azaltilmasi yoniinde CAYKUR’un 6zellestirilmesi dillendirilirken, 2010 yilinda
dénemin Ulusal Cay Konseyi Baskan Yardimcisi ve CAYSIAD eski Baskani Rahmi Ustiin beklen-
tilerini su sekilde ifade etmistir: “Dlinyanin kamulastirmaya gittigi bir donemde CAYKUR’un
Ozellestirilecegini disiinerek hesap yapmak ¢ok mantikli degil ve 6zellestirme igin daha uzun
doénem beklemek gerekiyor. CAYKUR’un 6zellestirilmesini beklemeyin, B Plani’ni devreye so-
kun.” (http://biriz.biz/cay/caykurozellesecekmi.htm, Erisim tarihi: 16 Haziran 2021).

19 Sozlesmeli Ureticilik ve s6zlesmeli Ureticiligin ¢ay Uretimine etkileri agisindan bir degerlen-
dirme igin bkz: Cigerci Ulukan ve Ulukan 2021. “Cay Tarimi ve Gé¢men Emegi.” Caydan Ote:
Tarladan Demlige Mekanda ve Bellekte Gay Cevrimigi Calistay, 10-11 ve 17 Nisan.

20 Detayl bilgi icin bkz: Geng, F., Cay Kanun Tasarisiyla Yaklasan Toplumsal Yikim, https://
www.karasaban.net/cay-kanun-tasarisi%E2%80%99yla-yaklasan-toplumsal-yikim/, Erigim tari-
hi: 1 Ocak 2010, Geng, F., CAYKUR’da Olanlardan Haberiniz Var Mi? https://www.gazeteduvar.
com.tr/caykurda-olanlardan-haberiniz-var-mi-haber-1519201, Erisim tarihi: 14 Nisan 2021.
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hazirlanan Cay Kanunu Taslagl,?' o dénem Basbakan olan Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan tarafindan “gindemimizde Cay Kanunu diye bir sey yok??” denilerek
rafa kaldinlmistir. Bu konuda uzun suren bir sessizligin ardindan 2013 yilin-
dan itibaren yeni bir cay kanunu hazirlanmasi ihtiyaci ¢esitli agizlardan tekrar
dillendirilmeye baslanmustir. ilk taslagin 2013 yili Ocak ayi icerisinde CAYKUR
tarafindan yeniden hazirlanarak Gida, Tarim ve Hayvancilik Bakanligina ve-
rildigi dile getirilmis, 9 Mayis 2014 tarihinde de Gida, Tarim ve Hayvancilik
Bakani Mehdi Eker, yas ¢cay taban fiyati aciklamasinda cay kanunu taslaginin
hazir oldugu, dénem icerisinde de yasalasacag ifade edilmistir.?® Gida, Tarim
ve Hayvancilik Bakani’'nin Faruk Celik olmasinin ardindan 2017 yilinda Cay
Kanunu tartismalar yeniden baglamistir. Celik, ¢cay ihtisas borsasinin kurulma-
sl, cay tarim alanlarinin daraltilmasi, s6zlesmeli ciftciligin getirilmesi ve cayda
duzenleyici bir tst kurulun kurulmasini isaret eden bir ¢ay kanunu ¢alisma-
sinin oldugunu dile getirmistir.2* Bunun yaninda 2016 butcesi kapsaminda
Gida, Tanm ve Hayvancilik Bakanligi butgcesi gorusulurken “cay kanunuiile il-
gili bir calisma olup olmadigini” soran bir milletvekiline Celik, CAYKUR'da ¢cay
yasasinin gorusulecegdini ifade etmistir.?® Cok kisa bir stre sonra Trabzon'u
ziyaret eden Celik, Cay Daire Bagkanligi kurulacagini dile getirmistir.26 Cay Ka-
nun taslagina iliskin son olarak CAYKUR Genel Muduru Yusuf Ziya Alim, 2013
yilinda CAYKUR ile ¢ay sektoranin paydaslariyla kapsamli bir toplanti yapildi-
@ini, ancak taban fiyati konusunda tam mutabakat saglanamadigi icin mesafe
alinamadigini, cay kanunu calismasi yapilmasi gérevinin Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan Universitesi'ne verildigini, taslak hazirlama strecinin devam ettigini ifade

21 Cay Kanun Taslagi Rize Ticaret Borsasi’nin internet sitesinde bulunmaktadir. Ufak degisik-
liklerin olmasina ragmen 2009 yilinda tartisilan haline oldukga yakindir. Cay Kanun Taslagini
incelemek isteyenler igin https://www.rtb.org.tr/tr/cay-kanun-taslagi, Erisim tarihi: 16 Haziran
2021.

22 “RTB Baskani Erdogan’dan carpici agiklamalar”, http://www.olay53.com/haber/rtb-baska-
ni-erdogandan-cayda-carpici-aciklamalar-650455.htm, Erisim tarihi: 14 Temmuz 2018.

23 Detayl bilgi igin bkz: Geng, F., CAYKUR'da Olanlardan Haberiniz Var Mi? https://www.gaze-
teduvar.com.tr/caykurda-olanlardan-haberiniz-var-mi-haber-1519201, Erisim tarihi: 14 Nisan
2021.

24 “Bakan Celik’ten Cay Kanunu agiklamasi”, https://www.caytvhaber.com/rize/bakan-celik-
ten-cay-kanunu-aciklamasi-27904h, Erisim tarihi: 23 Subat 2016.

25 TBMM Plan ve Biitge Komisyonu Tutanak Dergisi, Ddnem: 26/1, Toplanti: 24, https://www.
tbmm.gov.tr/develop/owa/komisyon_tutanaklari.goruntule?pTutanakld=1488, Erisim tarihi:
16 Haziran 202.

26 “Cay ve Findik Daire Baskanhgi Kuruluyor”, https://www.milliyet.com.tr/yerel-haberler/
rize/cay-ve-findik-daire-baskanligi-kuruluyor-11237837, Erisim tarihi: 28 Subat 2016.
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etmistir.?” Tum bu tartismalar devam ederken 2001 yilinda 6zellestirme prog-
ramina alindigi duyurulan CAYKUR, 2017 yilinda Turkiye Varlik Fonu bunyesi-
ne alinan kurumlardan birisi olmustur.?

Sonug Yerine

Turkiye'de endustriyel bir faaliyet olarak gelistirilmesinin ardindan degisen
politikalar dogrultusunda yeniden yapilandirilan ¢cay tarimi ve sanayisinin
buyuk ve hareketli piyasalara entegre edilmesi projesi, diger tarimsal Grunler-
deki kadar kolay olmamistir. Degisen her politika ¢cayin kendi 6zgunlukleri ve
6zel durumlari g6z 6nune alinmadan uygulanmis ve sonucunda ¢ay ‘basari-
siz bir proje’ olarak kalmistir.

Bu anlamda Turkiye'de ¢ayin Uretilme streci, Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi'nde ta-
rimsal bir trin olarak ¢ayin yetistirilmesi, tarim-sanayi birlikteliginin kurulmasi
ve sermaye birikimini destekleyici nitelikte kurumsal duzenlemenin yapilmasi
olarak sekillenmistir. 1960’lara kadar i¢ pazarin hedeflenmesi (¢cay Ureticileri
yaninda cay tuketicilerinin de yaratilmasinin hedeflenmesi) ve korumaci po-
litikalar donemi sekillendirirken, sermaye birikiminin ¢ay tarimi yoluyla Dogu
Karadeniz Bolgesi icin yaratilmasi esas alinmistir. 1960 sonrasinda Uretim
alanlarninin genislemesiyle i¢ pazarnn yaninda dig pazarlarin da hedeflenme-
si, 1971'de CAYKUR Uzerinden yasanan kurumsallagsmayla birlikte sermaye
birikimini destekleyici politikalar bu donemi sekillendirmistir. 1980 sonrasin-
da disa donuk birikim stratejisinin hayata gecirilmesi sonucunda 6zel sekto-
run bu alana girisini kolaylastirmak icin maliyetlerin dusuralmesi vurgusuyla
yapilan yasal duzenlemeler esas alinmistir. 2000’ler sonrasli ise sermayenin
yeni ihtiyag ve taleplerini gindeme getirmesi bakimindan 6nem tagimaktadir.
Ozellikle 2009 yilinda yayinlanan, ancak direnisle karsilastigi icin geri cekilen
cay kanun taslagi ve taslaga iliskin ilerleyen yillarda yapilan tum aciklamalar,
cayin gelecegi acisindan yeni bir donemin safaginda oldugumuzu isaret et-
mektedir.

27 TBMM Kamu iktisadi Tesebbiisleri Komisyonu Tutanak Dergisi, Dénem: 27/4, Toplanti: 19.
https://www.tbmm.gov.tr/develop/owa/komisyon_tutanaklari.goruntule?pTutanakld=2697,
Erisim tarihi: 6 Nisan 2021.

28 Bu slireg hakkinda detayli bilgi igin bkz: Geng F., CAYKUR’da ne oluyor?, gazeteduvar.com.
tr/forum/2018/10/10/caykurda-ne-oluyor, Erisim tarihi: 10 Ekim 2018. Geng F. Caykur’un Za-
rarinin Sorumlusu Kim?, https://www.karasaban.net/caykurun-zararinin-sorumlusu-kim-fat-
ma-genc/, Erisim tarihi: 23 Temmuz 2020. Fatma Geng, Kroniklesen Borglariyla CAYKUR Ne
Olacak? https://medyablok.net/2020/04/kroniklesen-borclariyla-caykur-ne-olacak-fat-
ma-genc-yazdi/, Erigim tarihi: 30 Nisan 2020.
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Cay uretiminin agirlikli olarak devlet isletmesi olan CAYKUR eliyle yapilmasi,
cay Uretimine girmek isteyen sermaye gruplar icin halen bir engel olustur-
maktadir. Bu baglamda, bu engelin kaldirlma yollari konusunda yapilan ¢a-
lismalarda, gdézden kacirilan en 6nemli sey, ¢cayin tarimsal bir artn olmasidir.
Son dénemde kapitalizmin, ekolojik sinirlara dayanmasi ve toplumsal muha-
lefet engelleriyle karsilagmasi, sermayenin beklentilerinin gergeklesmesini
otelemektedir.?® Bu durum ¢ok énemli bir degisime isaret etmektedir ve ayni
zamanda Turkiye'de cay Uretiminin gelisim surecinin kesintili ve strtinmesiz
degil, sermaye ve devletin uzun dénemli ve puruzlu projeleri oldugunu ifade
etmektedir (Geng 2016: 278).

29 Cayla birlikte kapitalizmin degerlenme alani olarak dogayi icerisine alan bir siireci isaret
eden Fuat Ercan’in galistayda yaptigi sunusu kiymetli bir gergeve bizlere sunmaktadir: Ercan,
F. 2021. “Karadeniz’i Ne Yapmali? Kalkinma ideolojisinin Gizledikleri” Caydan Ote: Tarladan
Demlige Mekanda ve Bellekte Cay Cevrimigi Calistayl, 10-11 ve 17 Nisan. Erisim tarihi: 16 Ha-
ziran 2021.
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The Story of Tea in Turkey Following
the Track of a Commodity

Fatma Genc

Today, tea is a familiar, common, essential and widely consumed beverage
for people living in the world. Tea, which is essential for breakfasts, a breath-
ing space for taking a break from work, and a conversation starter, has be-
come the most important beverage of every place and every hour.” Then,
did the fact that tea is the most consumed non-alcoholic beverage after wa-
ter today happen as coincidental as the falling of a leaf into the water? The
narratives and legends about the discovery of tea describe this process as a
spontaneous process that happened in an unmanned, placeless and undat-
ed way. Though, tea contains a series of social relations from its discovery
as a wild plant to its evolution into an agricultural product and the process
of objectification/commodification as it is today (Geng 2010: 16). Karl Marx
discussing such a relationship states: “It is as clear as noonday, that man, by
his industry, changes the forms of the materials furnished by Nature, in such a
way as to make them useful to him. The form of wood, for instance, is altered,
by making a table out of it. Yet, for all that, the table continues to be that com-
mon, everyday thing, wood. But, so soon as it steps forth as a commodity, it is
changed into something transcendent”. He states that commaodities, as the
most fetishistic forms of capitalist relations, with their production for satisfy-
ing a need (use value) replaced by their production for the market (exchange
value), cause the separation of production from consumption as much as the
means of production from the producer (Marks 2016). In that regard, the more
the capital accumulation process commodifies whatever it touches day by
day, the more it causes a perception that social relations turn into relations
between objects. In this framework, a cup of tea we drink reveals the histori-
cal and social relations by showing how all the people who are the subject of
these relations and processes contact with each other.?

1 For a study on the consumption of tea, see: Okumus, E. 2021. “Giindelik Hayat: Cay ve Cay
Kiltiiriince Yaratilan Sembolik Diinya.” GCaydan Ote: Tarladan Demlige Mekanda ve Bellekte
Cay Cevrimigi Calistayl, 10-11 and 17 April.

2 For another study on this subject, see: Karagimen, E. and E. Degirmenci. 2019. “Dogu Kara-
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The commaodification process of tea is defined as a ‘commercial discovery’
rather than a ‘geographical discovery’ as its emergence in the world (Ozel
2021). While tea was an item that was not required in earlier, with the expan-
sion of its trade, it became the subject of luxury goods production also with
the effect of its short supply at the beginning. The tea spread through Europe
by shipping trade is the sign of the first wealth accumulation behavior, and
while accompanying the emergence of merchant capital with the develop-
ment and expansion of its trade, and on the other hand, it conduced to the
formation of productive capital with the gradual increase and massification
of its production. In this context, the historical paths of tea witnessed the de-
velopment stages of capitalism. Today, agriculture and production of tea is
made by large-scale companies, and reached to a stage where the tea market
is controlled through these companies. Accordingly, while the countries en-
gaged in tea agriculture in the world are China, India, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Indo-
nesia, Vietnam, Turkey and Japan, 85% of the world tea market is controlled
by 4 companies (Guler 2021). Whereas tea agriculture fields are gradually ex-
panding in underdeveloped countries, its circulation, control and supervision
in global markets is predominantly conducted by developed countries and
multinational companies of them. So that this order determines not only its
circulation, but also determines the standards, conditions and amounts of tea
cultivation and production in the producer countries. (Geng 2016: 258).

This process, which is also determinative for Turkey that ranks 5th in tea pro-
duction in the world, although the recognition and first cultivation trials oc-
curs in the Ottoman period, its widespread production and consumption took
place in the Eastern Black Sea Region as a state-sponsored development
project in the early years of the Republic.

The Story of Tea in Turkey

With the Tanzimat, within the framework of creating the preconditions for the
transition to commodity production in agriculture (Toprak 1986: 1340), tea
entered this geography as an industrial product rather than subsistence farm-
ing.® The story of tea in this geography, whose agricultural production is con-
temporary with the first years following the foundation of the Republic of Tur-
key due to the wrong location selection, is described as the economic cause

3 The cultivation of tea, which was estimated as a “valuable and important product” in the
world markets at that time, was first tried during the Tanzimat period. For detailed information
see: Geng 2010: 46.
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of the homeland (Hatipoglu 1939: 5) in the goal of commercializing agricul-
ture and providing regional development through industrial products.* After
taking as a reference the report setting out that out tea can be cultivated in
Rize and its surroundings®, which was suffering from emigration of male labor
force® in the efforts for starting tea agriculture in the Eastern Black Sea Region,
cultivation trials were launched with a method in which the state would un-
dertake the cost of an agriculture to be started from the scratch. In the works
carried out at that time, tea, bamboo and orange agriculture were focused
taking as a model the Russia and Batumi examples and it was imagined that
the people would lift from poverty with this model, which is important as it
creates a need for factories along with the agricultural field. However, the first
efforts to develop tea cultivation failed because the local people did not want
to plant the tea, which could not be used directly as food like corn and beans,
and yields hardly after 5 years from the moment of planting.”

These attempts ended in failure came up again in 1933 within the framework

4 Similar to tea, cotton was brought to the agenda as a regional development project for
Adana. (Geng 2010: 53).

5 After 1917, a committee was assigned to conduct agricultural researches in Kars, Ardahan,
Artvin, Rize and Batumi. Prof. Dr. Ali Riza Erten, professor at Halkal High Agricultural School,
and one of the members of the committee that went to these cities in 1918, determined that
tea can be grown in Rize and its surroundings, and he submitted it in a report titled “Agricul-
tural Survey in North-eastern Anatolia and the Caucasus” to the Ministry of Economy. A year
later than that, the report was reprinted by the Ministry of Economy, this time as “Agricultural
Survey in North-eastern Anatolia and the Caucasus”. (Ali Riza Erten, http://www.caykur.gov.
tr/Pages/Kurumsal/KurumHakkinda.aspx?ltemId=208&Itemld2=26&ItemType=Detail, Date of
access: 16 June 2021).

6 See presentations made at the workshop on the pre-tea period: Cagatay, i. 2021. “Cayin
Uzerine Kuruldugu Tarim Gelenegi”; Kadioglu, S. R. 2021. “Caydan Once... Caydan Sonra...”;
Koyuncu, R. 2021. “1918-1947 Yillari Arasinda Rize’de Cay Tariminin Seriiveni.” Caydan Ote:
Tarladan Demlige Mekanda ve Bellekte Cay Cevrimigi Calistayl, 10-11 and 17 April.

7 In this context, the first legal arrangements on tea, which is considered as “a plant that will
claim an important mission” for the development of the Eastern Black Sea Region, were also
made. In 1924, Law No. 407 on Cultivating Hazelnut, Orange, Lemon, Tangerine and Tea in Rize
Province and Borgka District was enacted in order to develop the infrastructure of tea cultiva-
tion and to arrange incentives and support payments to those who would open a tea garden.
In parliamentary debates on the law, there were long discussions on the issue of encouraging
the people of the region who do not want to plant tea on the basis of ‘obligation’, and the basis
of ‘obligation’ was regulated in the first article of the law. This law, whose duration was limited
to 3 years at first, was accepted to remain in force for 3 more years, and in this framework,
200,849 tea saplings were distributed (Geng 2010: 60). However, the local people turned to
the cultivation of other products included in the Law No. 407. At the end of 3 years, only 20 de-
care of tea field was established which is a significant indicator of this situation (Keskin 1989)
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of the government'’s “self-sufficiency principle”8, and Zihni Derin, the General
Agricultural Inspector, was assigned with full authority for promoting its pro-
duction. For that purpose, steps were taken to expand tea cultivation, and 70
tons of tea seeds were brought from Georgia, the USSR in 1937, 1939 and
1940 in order to establish seed breeding gardens and to produce saplings
for reproduction (Geng 2010: 82-83). In this period, legal and institutional ar-
rangements prepared for how to support the producers, and at the same time
it is arranged where the fresh tea purchased from the producers would be
processed.® In the following years, tea agriculture was accepted by the peo-
ple of the region, and with the increase in its cultivation’ processing work-
shops were established.™

After 1939, the necessity for opening a factory arose due to the rapid increase
in the tea cultivated areas and in the number of the producers year by year.
The very first tea factory was opened in 1947 in Fener, Rize, with a capacity
of 60 tons/day (Geng 2010: 99)."? The existing factories in 1954 didn't suffice,
workshops turned into small businesses and hereby factories were built over
time and the number of tea factories, which continued to produce with one
factory until 1963, increased to 18 and its processing capacity increased to
1,340 tons/day. (Geng 2010: 95).

The buying, selling and processing of tea was also institutionalized in this peri-
od. Hereunder, tea production and processing carried out in cooperation with

8 In this period, ismet inénii comes to Rize, shows a bunch of tea leaves he was brought to
the public and says “Why don’t you want tea? This is the product that will develop the region”
(Kazmaz 2001-2003: 64). inénii>s word is about the maintenance of the process that was left
unfinished. Likewise, the Minister of Agriculture of the time, Muhlis Erkmen, went on a scout-
ing trip in 1935 to investigate the natural, economic and social conditions of the region from
Samsun to Rize. At the end of the trip, tea was chosen as the most important subject for a
scientific research and a detailed research was instructed. (Sakli 2008: 70).

9 The discussions in this period were mainly on taking the steps to establish a tea industry
along with the ongoing establishment of tea agriculture, and the necessity of establishing a
legal and institutional framework for this (Geng 2010: 65-66)

10 The year 1938 is shown as when the production started to become common. For detailed
information see: Zihnioglu 1988.

11 The first workshops with a daily capacity of around a ton are: Fidanlik Workshop working
between 1939-1946, 1942-1946 Uzunkaya Workshop, 1942-1949 Glindogdu Workchop, 1945-
1949 Cayeli Workshop (Turk Cayciligi, http://www.biriz.biz/cay/turkcay.htm, Erisim tarihi: 16
Haziran 2021).

12 The machines were ordered to a company in London with the agreement dated 11/1/1943,

but because of World War Il, the factory could only commence production between 1947-
1948 (Kazmaz 2001, Arer 1969).
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the State Agricultural Enterprises between 1938-1948, the Monopoly Admin-
istration and the Ministry of Agriculture between 1949-1973, was incorporat-
ed in the state with the establishment of tea agriculture and industry through
CAYKUR in 1973 following its defacto operation in 1971 (Geng 2010: 99).

The purchase, processing and marketing of tea, which was the monopoly of
the state by CAYKUR until 1980, was regulated by a law enacted in 1984."
This law opened the way for real and legal persons to establish and run fac-
tories for processing and packaging fresh tea and to purchase the fresh tea
leaves they need directly from the producers, and also, although new invest-
ment opportunity was not given to CAYKUR in this period, private sector was
promoted.™ CAYKUR, which is the only one in the production, processing
and marketing of tea, was unmonopolised with the new law, and private
entrepreneurs other than the state were allowed to access into the tea agri-
culture as investors. Again with the same law, it was obliged to license tea cul-
tivation areas in order to prevent further expansion. With this, starting from the
beginning of the 1980s, the order of the rings in the industry-state-agriculture
chain was changed as state-industry-agriculture (Oral 2003).

The opening of tea to the private sector also speeded up the investments into
this field. So that even before the law was passed, an incentive decision was
taken for the company named AKFA, which established nearly 10 business
facilities. In this period, in which great incentives were given to the private
sector in the tea field, regulations were made to facilitate the entry of compa-
nies into tea agriculture. However, the companies that invested in this field
withdrew from this field shortly after. (Gen¢ 2010: 119)."® They explained the
reason for it as the monopoly structure of CAYKUR to last because of the high

13 Tea Law No. 3092 dated December 1984, https://www.mevzuat.gov.tr/MevzuatMe-
tin/1.5.3092.pdf, Date of access: 16 June 2021.

14 There are also allegations that some companies were given incentives in this period before
the law was yet passed by the parliament (Geng 2010).

15 Rize Commodity Exchange Chairman Mehmet Erdogan gave the following information
about that in a statement issued in 2010: “420 factories were established since 1984, but 230
of them closed. There are around 190 fresh tea factories operating. More than what still oper-
ates today closed for a variety of reasons. Naturally, they went bankrupt leaving a debt to the
producer” (“Ozel Cay Fabrikalarinin Yarisi Kapatt”, https://www.pazar53.com/ozel-cay-fabri-
kalarinin-yarisi-kapatti-14389h.htm, Date of access, 26 January 2010).
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production costs of tea in Turkey.'® Therefore, only large-scale and multina-
tional companies such as Lipton could be permanent in the sector.

The law No. 3092 enacted in 1984 failed to provide the capital to reach its tar-
geted effectiveness in this field, and therefore the demands of the investment
groups changed in the process. In 2009, in which many laws were enacted
for the commercialization of agriculture, a new bill on tea was brought up to
the agenda. In this year, in which agriculture was organized as a center of
attraction as an investment field and steps were taken for incorporation of
agriculture, a new process was designed for tea production in Turkey through
the world tea markets. (Geng 2010)."

In this regard, when we look at the tea market in Turkey, it is stated that the
failure of the private sector to access into this field despite all the incentives
given by the state and the inability to privatize CAYKUR marked up production
costs of tea in Turkey. Besides, this growing sector is considered to be an at-
tractive field to invest in terms of capital, but high-cost in terms of costs.

Investment groups opposed to the privatization of CAYKUR, pointing to the
producers as the reason of high production costs, developed a strategy based

16 Rahmi Ustiin, President of CAYSIAD, and Mehmet Erdogan, Chairman of Rize Com-
modity Exchange Chairman, shared their demands about this issue. While Rahmi Ustiin
proposed “to implement Plan B” instead of privatizing CAYKUR, in other words, proposed
establishing a tea exchange that also includes CAYKUR, Mehmet Erdogan expressed a
similar demand. Private sector companies that closed down interpreted the reason for
their bankruptcy as the continuing presence of CAYKUR. They expressed that the obliga-
tion of price determination to CAYKUR further increased their costs. They stated that they
could not “minimize” their costs due to the presence of CAYKUR. (“CAYKUR Ozellesecek
mi?”, http://biriz.biz/cay/caykurozellesecekmi.htm, Date of access: 16 June 2021).

The opening of tea to the private sector did not yield the anticipated results and many com-
panies, including AKFA, the first company established, withdrew from the tea business. This
can also be seen in the news titled “Akfa Resents the Government” in Milliyet Newspaper on
4 November 1986. In the article, it is stated that “The government gave tea production permit
to the private sector so that it competes the state, improves the quality of tea, and breaks
the tea SOE. However, private companies could not stand the state’s competition.” And Recep
Havuz, one of the owners of AKFA, explained his withdrawal from tea business as: “We did not
get what we expected in tea business, though, our goal was to run it together with the gov-
ernment’s policy.” (http://gazetearsivi.milliyet.com.tr/Recep%20%C3%96zel/, Date of access:
16 June 2021).

17 In 2010, while there was talk of privatizing CAYKUR to reduce its effectiveness, Rahmi
Ustiin, the Vice President of the National Tea Council and former President of CAYSIAD, stated
his expectations as: “In a time when the world is giving weight to expropriation, it does not
make much sense to arrange finances by considering that CAYKUR will be privatized and we
have to wait a long time for the privatization. Don’t wait for CAYKUR to be privatized, put

in Plan B into action.” (http://biriz.biz/cay/caykurozellesecekmi.htm, Date of access: 16 June
2021).
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on marketing, not production, and demanded the establishment of a tea ex-
change which also involves CAYKUR (Geng 2010). In this context, with the
Tea Law Draft prepared by CAYKUR in 2008 and by the National Tea Council
and Rize Commodity Exchange in 2009, a new restructuring process for tea
came up. According to this bill prepared to meet the demands of the capital,
the process from the production to consumption of tea would have been re-
organized with new actors. The prominent topics in the arrangement made
are making the producers who collect fresh tea leaves workers', the trans-
formation of CAYKUR into a regulatory supreme board, the reorganization
of the process of tea from production to consumption with new actors and
dynamics by establishing a tea exchange.' The Tea Draft Law prepared by
the Rize Commaodity Exchange,?° was shelved by Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the
Prime Minister of that period, saying “There is no such thing as Tea Law on
our agenda”?" After a prolonged silence, the necessity to prepare a new tea
law is started to be expressed again by various people from 2013 onwards.
It was stated that the first draft was prepared by CAYKUR and submitted to
the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock in January 2013, and Mehdi
Eker, Minister of Food, Agriculture and Livestock, in his statement about the
base price for fresh tea on 9 May 2014, indicated that the draft law on tea
was ready and would be enacted in the current legislative period.?? After the
appointment of Faruk Celik to the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock,
the discussions on the Tea Law began again in 2017. Celik stated that there
was a tea law work that stipulates establishing a tea specialized exchange,
narrowing tea cultivated areas, switching to contract farming, and creating

18 For an evaluation about contract farming and the effects of it on tea production, see: Ciger-
ci Ulukan and Ulukan 2021. “Cay Tarimi ve G6¢men Emegi.” Caydan Ote: Tarladan Demlige
Mekanda ve Bellekte Cay Cevrimici Calistayi, 10-11 and 17 April.

19 For detailed information, see: Geng, F., Cay, Kanun Tasarisiyla Yaklasan Toplumsal Yikim,
https://www.karasaban.net/cay-kanun-tasarisi%E2%80%99yla-yaklasan-toplumsal-yikim/,
Date of access: 1 January 2010, Geng, F., CAYKUR’da Olanlardan Haberiniz Var Mi? https://
www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/caykurda-olanlardan-haberiniz-var-mi-haber-1519201, Date of ac-
cess: 14 April 2021.

20 The Tea Law Draft is available on the website of the Rize Commodity Exchange. Although
there are slight changes, it is quite similar to its version that was discussed in 2009. For those

who want to view the Tea Law Draft: https://www.rtb.org.tr/tr/cay-kanun-taslagi, Date of ac-
cess: 16 June 2021.

21 “RTB Bagkani Erdogan’dan carpici agiklamalar”, http://www.olay53.com/haber/rtb-bas-
kani-erdogandan-cayda-carpici-aciklamalar-650455.htm, Date of access: 14 July 2018.

22 For detailed information, see: Geng, F., CAYKUR’da Olanlardan Haberiniz Var Mi? https://

www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/caykurda-olanlardan-haberiniz-var-mi-haber-1519201, Date of ac-
cess: 14 April 2021.
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a regulatory supreme board.?® Besides, while the budget of the Ministry of
Food, Agriculture and Livestock within the 2016 budget was discussed, Celik
answered a deputy’s question “whether there is a work on the tea law” say-
ing that the tea law would be discussed in CAYKUR.?* Shortly after, in his visit
to Trabzon, Celik stated that the Department of Tea would be established.?®
Lastly about Tea Law Draft, CAYKUR General Manager Yusuf Ziya Alim stated
that a comprehensive meeting was held between CAYKUR and the stakehold-
ers of the tea industry in 2013, but progress could not be made because a
complete consensus could not be built on the base price; he added that the
task of making a tea law study was assigned to Recep Tayyip Erdogan Uni-
versity, and the drafting process was continuing.? As all these discussions
continued, CAYKUR, which was announced to be included in the privatization
program in 2001, was one of the institutions included in the Turkey Wealth
Fundin 2017.#

In Lieu of Conclusion

The project to integrate tea agriculture and industry into large and dynamic
markets, which was restructured in accordance with changing policies after
being developed as an industrial activity in Turkey, was not as easy as in other
agricultural products. This project was implemented without considering the
peculiarity and special circumstances of tea in every changing policy, and as
aresult, tea remained a “failed project”.

In this context, the cultivation of tea as an agricultural product in the Eastern

23 “Bakan Celik’ten Cay Kanunu acgiklamasi”, https://www.caytvhaber.com/rize/bakan-celik-
ten-cay-kanunu-aciklamasi-27904h, Date of access: 23 February 2016.

24 TBMM Plan ve Bltge Komisyonu Tutanak Dergisi, Donem: 26/1, Toplanti: 24, https://www.
tbmm.gov.tr/develop/owa/komisyon_tutanaklari.goruntule?pTutanakld=1488, Date of ac-
cess: 16 June 202.

25 “Cay ve Findik Daire Baskanligi Kuruluyor”, https://www.milliyet.com.tr/yerel-haberler/
rize/cay-ve-findik-daire-baskanligi-kuruluyor-11237837, Date of access: 28 February 2016.

26 TBMM Kamu iktisadi Tesebbiisleri Komisyonu Tutanak Dergisi, Dénem: 27/4, Meeting: 19.
https://www.tbmm.gov.tr/develop/owa/komisyon_tutanaklari.goruntule?pTutanakld=2697,
Date of access: 6 April 2021.

27 For detailed information about this process, see: Geng F., CAYKUR’da ne oluyor?, gazetedu-
var.com.tr/forum/2018/10/10/caykurda-ne-oluyor, Date of access: 10 October 2018. Geng
F. Caykur’'un Zararinin Sorumlusu Kim?, https://www.karasaban.net/caykurun-zararinin-so-
rumlusu-kim-fatma-genc/, Date of access: 23 July 2020. Fatma Geng, Kroniklesen Borglariyla
CAYKUR Ne Olacak?, https://medyablok.net/2020/04/kroniklesen-borclariyla-caykur-ne-ola-
cak-fatma-genc-yazdi/, Date of access: 30 April 2020.
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Black Sea Region in Turkey was organized as the establishment of agricul-
ture-industry cooperation and the making institutional arrangements that
support capital accumulation. As the period until the 1960s was character-
ized by targeting the domestic market (aiming to create tea consumers as
well as tea producers) and protective policies, creating capital accumulation
for the Eastern Black Sea Region through tea cultivation was taken as a basis.
As for the period after 1960, targeting foreign markets as well as the domestic
market with the expansion of production areas and policies supporting cap-
ital accumulation with the institutionalization through CAYKUR in 1971 were
at the forefront. After 1980, as a result of the adoption of an outward look-
ing accumulation strategy, the legal arrangements made with the emphasis
on reducing costs in order to facilitate the private sector’s entry into this field
were taken as a ground. The period after the 2000s is important in terms of the
capital bringing its new needs and demands up. Particularly the tea law draft,
issued in 2009 and withdrawn because it met resistance, and all statements
made on the draft in the following years indicate that we are at the dawn of a
new era for the future of tea.

The fact that tea production is predominantly made by the public undertak-
ing CAYKUR is still an obstacle for capital groups that want to access into tea
production. In this context, the most important thing that is overlooked in the
efforts for finding ways to remove this obstacle is that tea is an agricultural
product. In the recent period, as capitalism presses in upon ecological limits
and meets with obstacles of public opposition is delaying the realization of
the capital’'s expectations.?® This indicates a very important shift, and at the
same time it shows that the development of tea production in Turkey is not a
continuous and smooth-running process, but long-term and thorny projects
of the capital and the state (Geng 2016: 278).

28 Fuat Ercan’s presentation at the workshop, pointing to a process that includes nature,
along with tea, as a valuation area for capitalism, provides a valuable framework: Ercan, F.
2021. “Karadeniz’i Ne Yapmali? Kalkinma ideolojisinin Gizledikleri” Caydan Ote: Tarladan Dem-
lige Mekanda ve Bellekte Cay Cevrimigi Calistayl, 10-11 ve 17 April. Date of access: 16 June
2021.
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Turkiye'de Gay Tarimi ve Cay Atolyeleri
Recep Koyuncu*

Cay, Theacae familyasinin camellia sinensis turtine mensup, bodur, cali sek-
linde, dallanma kabiliyeti yuksek, her zaman yesil kalan agacciklara ve bun-
larin yapraklarina verilen isimdir. Bugun diinyamizda ¢ay, sudan sonra alkol
icermeyen en saglikli ve diinya tzerindeki en populer icecek konumundadir.
Bu sebeple yerytuziunde 1500 tip cay agacinin yaninda 2000'den fazla cay
harmani bulunmaktadir.

Anavatani kimilerine gore Cin, kimilerine gore Hindistan'dir. Gunumuzde
Cin’in guneybatisinda bulunan Yunnan sehrine ait dogal ormanlik alanlarda
1500 yildan daha eski cay bitkisi bulunmaktadir.

ilk defa Guneydogu Asya’da; Guineybati Cin, Kuzeydogu Hindistan, Burma,
Siam ve Hindicin'de yetistigi ifade edilen cayin esas mensei net olarak bilin-
memektedir. Cin menkibelerinin birine gore cay, MO 2737 yillarinda Cin'de
bilinmekteydi (Turkiye'de Cay 1969: 5). Cin imparatoru Shennong dénemin-
de kesfedilmisti. Efsaneye goére Shennong 6nceleri imparator, bilgin ve bitki
bilimci iken sonralari tarimin tanrisi olarak anlatilir (Gida Tarim ve Hayvancilik
Bakanligi 2012: 8). Fakat gunumuzde gecerliligini koruyan ve inanilan ilk bel-
ge MS 350 yillarina aittir. Akabinde cay MS 590 yillarinda Cin’den Japonya'ya
gecmistir. Cayin Cin ve Japonya’da yetistirilmesinde ise 6ncultigu Budist ra-
hipler yapmistir. Hindistan’daki bir efsaneye goére cayi bulan ilk kisi Hintli Bu-
dist rahip Dharma’dir (Gida, Tarim ve Hayvancilik Bakanligi 2012: 9).

Ulkemizde cay icimi aliskanligina 17’nci yuzyilda (Maliye ve Gumruik Bakanlig
1990: 5) baslandigina dair bilgilere yazili kaynaklarda rastlasak da, tarimina cok
daha gec vakitlerde gecilmistir. 1878 yilinda Japonya’dan getirilen tohumlarin
ekilmesiyle cay tariminin baslatilmasi girisimlerine dair kesin ve net belgeler
bugun elimizdedir. Ekimine Osmanli imparatorlugu déneminde baslanan bu
tarim ardnunan yetistirilmesi nedense bir tarlu basariya ulasamamistir. Cesitli
tarihlerde cay tarimi hakkinda padisaha sunulan raporlarda, ¢ay bitkisinin Os-
manl topraklarinin bircok yerinde yetistirilebileceginden bahsedilmekte ve
ornek sehirler olarak Erzurum, Sivas, Ankara, Bursa, Aydin, Adana, Halep ve Su-
riye vilayetleriyle istanbul sehri sayilmaktadir (Koyuncu ve Ariman 2013: 13).

1 Rize ihtisas Kiitiiphanesi (RiK) Sahibi.
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Bu sehirlerin bir kisminda ¢ay tarimi i¢cin mucadeleye girisilmis, fakat iklim farki
g6z 6nune alinmadigindan dolay yetistirilmesinde basariya ulasilamamistir.

Ulkemizdeki ¢cay tanimi igin ilk ciddi tesebbus 1918 yilindan sonra baslamistir.
1. DUnya savasindan sonra Batum ve cevresi bir stre bizim elimizde kalmisti.
Bu yillarda Halkali Ziraat mektebi hocalarindan Ali Riza Erten, tarimsal arastir-
malar yapmak Uzere beraberindeki bir heyetle birlikte Batum ve ¢evresine bir
seyahatte bulunur. Bu ziyaret boyunca Erten, sicak iklim Uranlerinden olan
¢ay, limon, mandalina, portakal ve bambu gibi tranlerin Batum ve ¢evresin-
de cok iyi yetistigini fark etmis, o gtine kadar hicbir yetkilinin dikkat etmedigi
iklim kosulunu da g6z dnune alarak Artvin ve Rize dolaylarinda bu Grtnlerin
yetisebilecegi kanaatine varir.

Yurda dénusunde Ali Riza Erten bu gezi notlarini Yeni Turkiye gazetesinde
makaleler olarak nesretmistir. Daha sonraki yillarda iktisat Vekaletine bu gezi
notlarini rapor ederek, 1924 yilinda da ‘Simal-i Sarki Anadolu ve Kafkasya’'da
Tetkikat-1 Ziraiye’ adinda kitap olarak yayinlamistir. Bu vesileyle Turkiye'de
cayciligin fikir babasi olarak Ali Riza Erten’i benimsemek tarihi bir gercektir.

1920 yili ve sonrasinda Rize ve dolaylarinda ekonomik yasamin asiri bozuk
olmasi ve duizen, intizam ve sosyal hayatin getirdigi zorluklar sebebiyle yasam
bir hayli zordu. Bu durumun duzeltilebilmesi icin bazi Vekaletlerin goérevlen-
dirdigi memurlar tarafindan bir komisyon olusturuldu. Bu komisyona iktisat
Vekaletinden Ziraat Umum Mudurt Zihni Derin de katilmigti. Derin, bolge in-
saninin bu sefaletten kurtulmasi i¢in gecim kaynaklari tGzerinde durmus ve
¢ay tariminin bu sehri kurtarabilecegine komisyon Uyelerini ikna etmisti. All-
nan karar geregince Zihni Derin hemen Rize bolgesinde cay tarimi calismala-
rina baslamistir. Zihni Derin, o tarihlerde, Rize Ziraat Odasi Reisi olan Mustafa
Hulusi Karadeniz ile yazismalarinda, Mustafa Hulusi Karadeniz'in kendi bah-
¢esinde Batum’dan getirdigi bir ¢cay fidanini yetistirdigini ve ¢ayin bu civarda
cok guzel yetistirildigi bilgisini alinca, cayin bolgede yetisebilecegine kanaat
getirir ve bu ise daha siki sarilmasi gerektigi kanisina varir. Hayati boyunca
uretimine calistigi cay bitkisinin artik Rize ve dolaylarinda yetisecegine tam
olarak ikna olmustur.

Rize'ye 3 Nisan 1924 tarihinde gelen Zihni Derin bugtnku ‘Ziraat Cay Bah-
cesi’ denilen yeri kamulastirarak cay fidanligi tesis etmistir. Batum’a 27 gun-
Ltk bir ziyaret yaparak 6rnek fidan numuneleri, bazi tropikal bitkiler ve bir de
bahcivanla yurda geri dénmustur. Rize sehrinde yetistirilecek olan cay bitkisi
ve cay bahcelerinin dizenlenmesi amaciyla, halka bilgi ve beceri kazandira-
bilecek calismalar gece gunduz demeden koy koy dolasilarak gerceklestiril-
mis ve halkin bilinglenmesine yardimci olunmustur. ilk cay kanununun gikaril-
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masinda insanustlu gayretler gosteren Zihni Derin yore halkinin sosyal refaha
ulasmasi icin mucadele etmistir.

Yeni kurulan Cumhuriyetin beraberinde getirdigi sikintilar Rize'de kurulan bu
cay fidanliginin gelecegi konusunda bazi belirsizlikleri de beraberinde getir-
mistir. Yetistirilecek olan ¢ay bitkisinden elde edilecek olan Uranun ne sekilde
degerlendirilecegi netlik kazanmamistir. Bu sebeple ¢ay bitkisinin bir durak-
lama donemi olarak 1935 yilina kadar ¢alismalar neredeyse askiya alinmigtir.
Ancak bu tarihte yeteri kadar bitki Uretimi gerceklestirilmistir. Hatta calisma-
larimiz neticesinde 1935 yilinda Rize’de cay urununun bolgesel olarak satisa
ciktigini da tespit etmis bulunmaktayiz. Ancak bu trtn fabrikasyon degil, ilkel
yontemlerle satisa sunulmustur.?

1933 yilinda hukumetin sicak cay nebatlarinin mahsullerinin tGlkede yetistiril-
mesi bir devlet politikasi olarak benimsenmis, bunun tzerine yurtdisindan go-
revli olarak getirilen isvecli Dr. Tengwall adli mutehassis, arastirmalar igin yurt
icinde calismalara baslamistir. Bu kisi Rize'ye de gelmesine ragmen hazirladi-
giraporda ¢ay Urunu icin pek de olumlu bir rapor hazirlamamistir. Ancak 1935
yilinda Ziraat Vekili Muhlis Erkmen, ¢ikmis oldugu Karadeniz gezisi sirasinda
Rize sehrine gelmis ve 6nceden baslatilmis olan cay yetistirme isini gértince
beraberindeki heyete bu isi inceleme emrini vermistir. Bu gezi esnasinda Zi-
raat Vekili Erkmen, adi gecen mutehassistan tg sayfalik bir rapor almistir. Bu
raporda bir gayligin kurulmasi ve gay fabrikasinin tesisine dair kisa bilgilere de
yer verilmistir (Hatipoglu 1939: 18). Buttin bunlara ragmen sunu soyleyebiliriz
ki; cay tarim politikasinin esasli bir proje kapsaminda ele alinmasi asil olarak
bu ziyaretten sonra baslamistir. Ge¢ kalinmasinin esas sebebi ise tamamen
ulkenin icinde bulundugu ekonomik sebeplerden kaynaklanmaktadir.

1938 yilinda dénemin Tarim Bakani Faik Kurdoglu, Zihni Derin’i tam yetki ile
yeniden Rize'ye gondermistir. Zihni Derin cay memurlarina kurslar acaraks,
bolge cayciliginin gelismesi icin insanustu girisimlerde bulunmustur. Yapti-

2 O tarihlerde haftalik olarak yayinlanan Rize Gazetesinde “Rize gayi iginiz” diye reklamlar
verilmekteydi.

3 Zihni Derin bu ¢alismalarina daha sonraki yillarda bir yenisini daha ekledi. Rize merkezde
Zihni Derin ve Asim Zihnioglu dnderliginde toplam 12 kisiden olusan yénetim kurulu ile 1946
yilinda Gaycilar Yardimlagma Kooperatifi kuruldu. Bazi kaynaklarda bu kooperatifin adi Rize Cay
istihsal Kooperatifi diye gegmektedir. Kuruldugunda 1823 ortaktan olusan bu kooperatifin be-
her hissesi 325 lira idi. Bu kooperatif araciligi ile halka misir ve bugday getirilerek ucuz fiyata
ortaklara dagitiliyordu. Caycilar Yardimlasma Kooperatifi 1947 senesinde 868 bin tam yatirimli
hisse senediyle Caybank’i kurdu. 1955 yilinda ilk defa Cayeli ilgesinden olan ortaklar bu ilk
kooperatiften ayrilarak yeni bir kooperatif olusturdular. 1961 yilinda Pazar ve 1965 yilinda ise
Ardesen kooperatifleri kuruldu. (Arer 1969: 206).
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g1 her calismay, ozellikle de hazirladigi yeni Cay Kanununu Tarim Bakanina
ileten Derin'in kanun hazirlig, ne hazindir ki, Tarim Bakaninin degismesi ve
yerine gelen Muhlis Erkmen'in bu ¢alismalari bir stre askiya almasi nedeniy-
le, bir turlt meclis gindemine getirilmemistir. Bu arada mecliste bulunan bazi
ziraatcgi milletvekilleri de Rize cayinin iyi olmayacagi ve Rize'de cay yetismeye-
cegi hususunda suphe igindedirler.

Zihni Derin bu dusunceleri yok etmek Uzere Rize’de bir laboratuvar kurarak
imal ettigi Rize caylarini meclise goturerek milletvekillerine dagitmis ve Rize
cayinin kalite kontrolunu bizzat meclisteki vekillere yaptirtmigtir. Bu arada bir
numuneyi Saglik Bakanligi Hifzisihha Enstittisu kimya bolumune, bir diger nu-
muneyi de YUksek Ziraat Enstitisu laboratuvarina goéturup tahlil sonucu almis-
tir. 1939 yiinda bir yurt gezisine ¢ikan Saglik ve Sosyal Yardim Bakani Hulusi
Alatas, cay ile ilgili bu calismalardan haberdar olmus ve sonucunda da Tarim
Bakanligina baski yaparak kanun metninin meclise getirilmesini saglamistir.

Cay Fidanliklan

Fidanlik, Rize merkezde bulunan ve eski adi ‘Garal Dagi’ olan, bugunku bota-
nik bahgenin oldugu yerde Merkez Fidanligi adiyla ilk defa 1922 yilinda tesis
edilmeye baslamis ve 1924 tarihinde tamamlanmistir. Zihni Derin toplamda
73 doénum olan bu fidanlikta ¢gay ve narenciye arunlerini yetistirmeye calismis-
tir (Koyuncu 2014: 37).

1937 yiinda 111 donum olarak Hayrat Fidanligi kurulmus, bu fidanliktan da-
mizlik cay tohumlari elde edilmeye baslanmistir. Sadece fidelerin vermis oldu-
¢gu tohumlarnn toplandigi bu fidanliktaki cay fidelerinden tran alinmaz, filizleri
toplanmaz ve budama bile yapilmazdi (Koyuncu 2014: 38).

1938 yilinda ise 108 dekarlik bir alan Uzerinde Fener Fidanligi kurulmustur.
Baslarda cay fidanligi olarak kurulan bu fidanlik, sonralari cay fidanina ihtiyag
kalmamasi Uzerine meyve fidanligina donusturalmustar. 1946 yilina kadar bu
fidanlikta meyve fidan yetistirilmistir. ilk cay fabrikasinin temeli bu fidanlikta
atilarak fidanlik cay Uretme tesisine donustaralmustur.

ilk buyuk fabrika Fener Mahallesi'nde kurulan Merkez fabrikasidir. Bu fabri-
kanin makineleri 11 Ocak 1943 tarihli mukavele ile Londra’da bulunan bir fir-
maya siparis edilmistir. Ancak ikinci Dunya Savasi'nin neden oldugu zorluklar
dolayisiyla bu makineler 6ngorulen tarihten cok daha sonrasinda Ulkemize
gelmistir. Bu sebeple ulkemizdeki fabrikasyon olarak ilk cay tretimi imalatina
1947-1948 yilinda gecilmistir (Arer 1969: 69).
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Cay Atolyeleri

Kuru gay Uretimi icin ilk atolye Rize merkezde bulunan narenciye fidanliginin
icinde 1939 yilinda kurulmustur. Bundan 6nce de kuru cay uretiliyordu, an-
cak bu uretim tamamen ilkel yontem ile basta Zihni Derin olmak tzere goénul-
lu kisiler tarafindan elle yapiliyordu. Bir yandan da 1936 yilinda yayinlanan
Rize'deki haftalik gazetede verilen reklamlardan da anlasildigi tzere halkin
Rize cayi icmesi tesvik ediliyordu. (Resim 1) Botanik bahgede kurulan bu ilk
atolyede gunluk iki ton kapasite ile calismalar yapiliyordu. Atélye icerisinde
elle dondurualen kivirma makineleri (bunlar ikisi buyuk, tgt kiguk olmak tze-
re toplam bes adettir), bir fermantasyon odasi ve alti gay kurutma firini bulun-
maktaydi. Bu atolyenin kivirma makinelerinin bir kismi ingiltere’den getirtilmis
ve geri kalanlar bu makineler baz alinarak Ankara Ziraat Aletleri Fabrikasi'nda
yapilmistir. Atolyede calisan is¢i sayisi ise yas yaprak isleme durumuna gore
25 ile 40 kisi arasinda degismektedir. Bu ilk yapilan atolyenin kapasitesi 1940
yilinda genisletilerek arttirilmistir (Koyuncu 2014: 39). (Resim 2)

Rize bolgesinde artan yas cay Uretimi sonucunda cayin islenebilmesi icin
1941 yiinda sehrin 7 km batisinda bulunan Uzunkaya koéyunde ikinci bir atol-
ye kurulmustur. Bu atolyede ozellikle iyidere ve Derepazari bolgesinde Ure-
tilen yas caylar islenmekteydi. GUnluk kapasitesi 1200 kg olan bu atolyede
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Resim 2

o
iki soldurma yeri, bir kivirma dairesi, bir fermantasyon odasi ve t¢ adet cay
kurutma firini bulunmaktaydi. Toplamda 35 is¢inin ¢alistigi bu atélyenin en

buyuk 6zelligi, atdlyenin hemen yaninda bulunan selaleden kendi elektrigini
Gretmesidir (Koyuncu 2014: 40).

Ayni yil icerisinde Rize merkeze 8 km uzaklikta ve Dogu tarafinda olan Gun-
dogdu nahiyesinde Ucuncu bir atélye daha kurulmustur. Caybasi ve Melyat
cay bolgelerinden gelen yas cay yapraklari bu atélyede islenmekteydi. Gun-
dogdu atolyesinin iki soldurma yeri, bir kivirma dairesi, bir fermantasyon odasi
ve alti adet firini bulunmaktaydi. Bu atélyede de yakinindaki selaleden elekt-
rik Uretilirken yedekte de bir adet mazotlu motoru bulunmaktaydi. Yilin tama-
minda ¢alisan bu atélyede ¢ay uretiminden sonra ¢ay sandigi hazirlanan bir
atolye de mevcuttur (Koyuncu 2014: 41). 1944 yilinda ise son olarak Cayeli
ilcesinde bir atélye daha kurulmustur (Arer 1969: 69).
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Sonuc¢

Turkiye'de ¢cay tariminda en 6nemli rolu Rize ili tstlenmesine ragmen sirasiyla
Trabzon, Artvin ve az da olsa Giresun ve Ordu illerini de g6z ardi etmemek
gerekir. Bir tekel maddesi olan gay, Tekele bagli olan istanbul Kurugesme Cay
Paketleme Atolyesi'nde, Rize’'de Cay Paketleme Fabrikasi'nda ve Ankara'da
Bira Fabrikasi bunyesi icinde bulunan bir atdlyede cesitli ambalajlarla i¢ piya-
saya surtulmek Uzere hazirlanmaktaydi (Daysal 1972: 33).

Butun bu kisa bilgiler sonucunda kesin olarak sdylememiz gereken bilgi su-
dur ki; tlkemizin tanim Urunleri arasinda ganumuzde tek ve yerli olarak kalan
¢ay bitkisinin maalesef ne bir arsivi ve ne de tretilmesiyle ilgili yeterli derecede
derlenmis bir belge arsivi tam anlamiyla yoktur. Bu sebeple de Uretilmesi ve
yetistirilmesi konusundaki bilgiler hem cok cesitli ve hem de duyumdan &te-
ye gecmemektedir. Ulkemizde denenmeye ve Uretilmeye baslanilan ilk gin-
den itibaren bu Uranun yurdumuzdaki ge¢cmisi hakkindaki butun bilgilerin
bir merkezde toplanmasi ve arastirmacilarin hizmetine sunulmasi gerekmek-
tedir. Bunun yapilmasi durumunda bilgi kirliliginden kurtulmus olunacaktir.
Son arastirmalarimiz ve cabalarimiz sonucunda bircok farkl bilgi ve belgeye
ulasmamiz sayesinde yeni bir cay tarihi yazilmasi kacinilmaz olmustur. Belge-
lerin tasniflenmesi ve dederlendirilmesinin ardindan bu calismayi da insanla-
rmizin istifadesine sunacagimizin bilinmesini isteriz. Bir bélgeye can sunan
ve Ulke ekonomisine gereken katkiy1 saglayan cay bitkisine karsi ge¢ kalmig
olan bu hizmetin yapilmasi umidiyle...
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Tea Agriculture and Tea Workshops
in Turkey

Recep Koyuncu*

Tea is the name given to the dwarf, bush-shaped, evergreen treelets and their
leaves, belonging to the Camellia sinensis species of the Theacae family. To-
day, tea is the healthiest and most popular beverage in the world, after water,
that does not contain alcohol. For this reason, there are more than 2000 tea
blends in addition to 1500 types of tea trees in the world.

According to some, its homeland is China, for some it is India. Today, there are
tea plants more than 1500 years old in the natural forest areas of the city of
Yunnan in southwest China.

Origin of the tea, which is stated to be grown for the first time in Southeast
Asia; Southwest China, Northeast India, Burma, Siam and Indochina, is not
known exactly. According to one of the Chinese legends, tea was known in
China around 2737 BC (Turkiye'de Cay, 1969: 5). It was discovered during
the reign of the Chinese emperor Shennong. According to this legend, Shen-
nong was first described as an emperor, scholar, and botanist, later as the god
of agriculture (Gida Tanm ve Hayvancilik Bakanligi, 2012: 8). However, the
first document that is valid and believed today belongs to the year 350 AC.
Then, in 590 AC, it went from China to Japan. Buddhist monks took the lead
in the cultivation of tea in China and Japan. According to a legend in India,
the first person who discovered tea was the Indian Buddhist monk Dharma
(Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock, 2012: 9).

Although we come across in written sources that the habit of drinking tea was
started in the 17th century (Ministry of Finance and Customs, 1990: 5) in our
country, its agriculture started much later. Today, we have clear documents
on attempts to start tea farming by planting seeds brought from Japan in
1878. Cultivating of this agricultural product was started during the Ottoman
Empire, but it could not be grown here for some reason. In the reports pre-
sented to the sultan about tea agriculture at various dates, it is mentioned that
the tea plant could be grown in many parts of the Ottoman lands. As an exam-

1 Rize ihtisas Kiitiiphanesi (RiK) Sahibi.
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ple, the provinces of Erzurum, Sivas, Ankara, Bursa, Aydin, Adana, Aleppo and
Syria and the Istanbul were listed (Koyuncu ve Ariman, 2013: 13). In some of
these cities, trials have been started for tea cultivation, but since the climate
difference had not been thinking, it had not been successful in its cultivation.

The first serious attempt for tea cultivation in our country started after 1918.
After the First World War, Batumi and its surroundings were in our lands for a
while. During these years, Ali Riza Erten, one of the teachers of Halkali Agricul-
tural School, travels to Batumi and its surroundings with a committee. During
this visit, Erten noticed that products such as tea, lemon, tangerine, orange
and bamboo, which are among the hot climate products, grow very well in
and around Batumi. Taking into account the climatic conditions, which no
official had paid attention to until that day, he reached the conclusion that
these crops could be grown around Artvin and Rize.

On his return to the country, Ali Riza Erten published these travel notes as ar-
ticles in the newspaper Yeni Turkiye. In the following years, he reported these
travel notes to the Ministry of Economy. In 1924, it was published as a book
called ‘Simal-i Sarki Anadolu ve Kafkasya'da Tetkikat-1 Ziraiyye'. On this occa-
sion, it was a historical fact to adopt Ali Riza Erten as the father of tea business
in Turkey.

In 1920 and after, life in Rize and its surroundings was very difficult due to the
extremely bad economic life and the difficulties brought by order, and social
life. In order to rectify this situation, a commission was formed by the officers
assigned by some proxies. Zihni Derin, General Director of Agriculture from
the Ministry of Economy, also participated in this commission. Derin focused
on the livelinoods of the people of the region in order to get rid of this misery.
And he convinced the commissioners that tea farming could save this city.
With the decision taken, Zihni Derin quickly started tea farming in the Rize
region. Zihni Derin, through his correspondence with Mustafa Hulusi Karad-
eniz, who was the Head of the Rize Chamber of Agriculture at that time, was
informed that he had grown a tea seedling that Black Sea brought from Ba-
tumi in his own garden and that it was grown very well in this region, he was
convinced that tea could grow in the region. He thought that he should put
shoulder to the wheel. He was fully convinced that the tea plant he had been
working on throughout his life would now grow in Rize and its surroundings.

Zihni Derin came to Rize on April 3, 1924 and expropriated the place called
“Ziraat Tea Garden” and established a tea nursery here. He made a 27-day
visit to Batumi and returned home with a sapling specimen and some tropical
plants, as well as a gardener. In order to organize the tea plants and tea gar-
dens to be grown in the city of Rize, the works that could provide the public
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with knowledge and skills were carried out day and night by walking from
village to village, and the awareness of the public was formed. Zihni Derin
showed superhuman efforts in enacting the first tea law. He fought for the
social welfare of the local people.

The problemsincommoded by the newly established Republic brought along
some uncertainties about the future of this tea nursery established in Rize. It is
not clear how the product to be obtained from the tea plant to be grown will
be evaluated. For this reason, studies were almost suspended until 1935, as a
stagnation period of the tea plant. However, sufficient plant production was
carried out on this date. In fact, as a result of our studies, we have determined
that the tea product was sold regionally in Rize in 1935. However, this product
was supplied through not fabricated, but primitive methods.?

In 1933, it was adopted as a state policy of the government to cultivate the
crops of hot tea plants in the country. Called from abroad as an officer, Swed-
ish expert Dr. Tengwall started working in the country for research. Although
he conducted investigations in Rize, he did not prepare a positive report for
the tea product in the report he prepared. However, in 1935, Deputy of Agri-
culture Muhlis Erkmen came to Rize during his Black Sea trip. And when he
saw tea plantation work that had been started before, he ordered the accom-
panying delegation to examine this work. During this trip, Deputy of Agricul-
ture Erkmen received a three-page report from the aforementioned expert.
This report also included brief information about the establishment of a tea
house and a tea factory (Hatipoglu, 1939: 18). Despite all this, we can say that
discussing the tea agriculture policy within the scope of a fundamental proj-
ect actually has started after this visit. The delay were entirely due to the eco-
nomic reasons the country were face.

In 1938, then Minister of Agriculture Faik Kurdoglu sent Zihni Derin to Rize
again with full authority. Zihni Derin opened courses® to tea officials and made

2 Atthat time, advertisements were given in the Rize Newspaper, which was published week-
ly, saying “Drink Rize tea”.

3 Zihni Derin added a new one to these works in the following years. Caycilar Solidarity
Cooperative was constituted in 1946 with a board of 12 people under the leadership of Zihni
Derin and Asim Zihnioglu in the center of Rize. In some sources, the name of this cooperative is
referred to as Rize Tea Production Cooperative. Per share value of this cooperative, which con-
sisted of 1823 partners when it was founded, was 325 liras. Through this cooperative, corn and
wheat were brought to the public and distributed to the partners at a cheap price. Caycilar Sol-
idarity Cooperative established Caybank in 1947 with 868,000 fully invested shares. In 1955,
the partners, who were from Cayeli district for the first time, left this first cooperative and
established a new cooperative. In 1961, Pazar and in 1965 Ardesen cooperatives were estab-
lished (Arer 1969: 206).
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preterhuman attempts to develop tea in the region. It is said that Derin, who
conveyed all his work, especially the new Tea Law he prepared, to the Min-
ister of Agriculture, was not revived to the agenda of the parliament because
the Minister of Agriculture changed and Muhlis Erkmen, who replaced him,
suspended these works for a while. Meanwhile, some agricultural deputies
in the parliament were in doubt that Rize tea would not be good and would
not grow.

Zihni Derin established a laboratory in Rize to revise these thoughts and took
the Rize teas he produced to the parliament and distributed them to the dep-
uties and the quality control of Rize tea was made by deputies in the parlia-
ment. In the meantime, he took one sample to the Ministry of Health, Hygiene
Institute, Department of Chemistry, and another sample to the High Agricul-
tural Institute Laboratory and got the results of the analysis. Hulusi Alatas,
Minister of Health and Social Welfare, who went on a country tour in 1939,
became aware of these studies about tea. And as a result, he put pressure on
the Ministry of Agriculture and ensured that the draft of law was brought to
the parliament.

Tea Nursery

The nursery was first established in 1922 under the name of Central Nurs-
ery, in the place where today’s botanical garden is located in the center of
Rize, formerly called ‘Garal Mountain’ and the establishment was completed
in 1924. Zihni Derin tried to grow tea and citrus products in this 73-decare
nursery (Koyuncu, 2014: 37).

Charities Nursery was established in 1937 with an area of 111 decares and
breeding tea seeds were started to be obtained from this nursery. In this nurs-
ery, where only the seeds from the seedlings were picked, the tea seedlings
were not harvested, their sprouts were not picked, and even pruning was not
done (Koyuncu, 2014: 38).

In 1938, Fener Nursery was established on an area of 108 decares. This nurs-
ery, which was originally established as a tea nursery, was later transformed
into a fruit nursery because there was no need for a tea nursery. Until 1946,
fruit scions were grown in this nursery. The foundation of the first tea factory
was laid in this nursery, and the nursery was transformed into a tea produc-
tion facility.

The first big factory were the Merkez factory established in Fener District. The
machines of this factory were ordered to a company in London with an agree-
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ment dated January 11, 1943. However, due to the difficulties caused by the
Second World War, these machines came to our country much later than the
foreseen date. For this reason, the first tea production in our country was start-
ed in 1947-1948 (Arer, 1969: 69).

Tea Workshops

The first factory for the production of dry tea was established in 1939 in the
citrus nursery located in the center of Rize. Before that, dry tea was produced,
but this production was done by hand by volunteers, especially Zihni Derin,
with a completely primitive method. On the other hand, as it is understood
from the advertisements in the weekly newspaper published in Rize, in 1936,
the people were encouraged to drink Rize tea (Picture 1). In this first facto-
ry established in the botanical garden, works were carried out with a daily
capacity of two tons. Inside the factory were hand-rolled rolling machines
(two large and three small, for a total of five), a fermentation chamber, and six
tea drying kilns. Some of the bending machines of this factory were brought
from England and the rest were made in the Ankara Agricultural Tools Factory
modelled from these machines. The number of workers working in the work-
shop varies between 25 and 40 according to the fresh leaf processing situ-
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ation. The capacity of this first factory was expanded and increased in 1940
(Koyuncu, 2014: 39) (Picture 2).

As a result of increasing wet tea production in the Rize region, a second fac-
tory was established in the village of Uzunkaya, 7 km west of the city, in 1941,
in order to process tea. In this workshop, fresh tea produced especially in the
iyidere and Derepazari regions were processed. With a daily capacity of 1200
kg, this factory had two withering areas, a crimping room, a fermentation
room and three tea drying kilns. The biggest specialty of this factory, where
35 workers work in total, were that it produces its own electricity from the wa-
terfall located right next to the factory (Koyuncu, 2014: 40).

In the same year, a third workshop was established in Gundogdu township,
8 km east of the center of Rize. Fresh tea leaves from Caybasi and Melyat
tea regions were processed in this factory. The Gundogdu factory had two
withering areas, a crimping room, a fermentation room and six drying kilns.
While electricity was produced from the waterfall nearby in this factory, there
was a diesel engine in reserve. In this factory, which works throughout the
year, there is also a factory where tea chests are prepared after tea production
(Koyuncu, 2014: 41). In 1944, another workshop was established in Cayeli
(Arer, 1969: 69).
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Conclusion

Although the province of Rize plays the most important role in tea agriculture
in Turkey, the provinces of Trabzon, Artvin and, to a lesser extent, Giresun and
Ordu should not be overlooked. Tea, which is a Tekel product, was being sup-
plied for domestic market in various packages at the Istanbul Kurugesme Tea
Packaging Factory, which is affiliated with Tekel, at the Tea Packaging Fac-
tory in Rize and at a factory within the Brewery in Ankara (Daysal, 1972: 33).

As a result of all this short information, what we need to say definitively is that;
unfortunately, there is neither an archive nor an adequately compiled docu-
ment archive about the production of the tea plant, which remains the only
and native among the agricultural products of our country. For this reason,
the information about its production and cultivation is both very diverse and
does not go beyond the speculation. From the first day it started to be tested
and produced in our country, all information about the history of this product
in our country should be collected in a center and presented to researchers.
If this is done, infollution will be avoided. As a result of our latest research and
efforts, it has become inevitable to write a new history of tea, thanks to our
access to many different information and documents. We would like it to be
known that after the classification and evaluation of the documents, we will
present this study to the benefit of our people. We are hoping to provide this
service about the tea plant, which gives life to a region and contributes to the
country’s economy.
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Dogu KaradenizZ'in Degisen
Toplumsal, iktisadi ve Ekolojik
Yapisini Cay Uzerinden Okumak:

ELif Kara¢imen ve ERin Degirmenci

Her bir meta tarihsel kosullara bagli olarak sekillenmis olan ve metanin Ureti-
mi ve dagitiminda rol oynayan toplumsal iligkileri barindirir.2 Piyasada alinip
satilir olmasi itibariyle bir meta olan ¢ayin da toplanmasi, islenmesi, satilmasi
ve tuketilmesinin altinda toplumsal iliskiler yatar. Cay metasinin Rize ve ¢evre-
sinde devlet destegiyle yetistiriimeye baslanmasiyla birlikte 1950°li yillardan
itibaren bolgenin iktisadi ve ekolojik yapisinin yani sira toplumsal yapisi da
degismis ve surec icerisinde degismeye devam etmistir. Bu yazida ana hatla-
riyla bu degisimin nasil sekillendigi ve bugtnku hali tUzerinde duracagiz.

Boyle bir analiz icin dncelikle Rize’de caydan énce nasil bir hayat vardi diye
bakmak uygun olacaktir. Bu kitapta ciktilari olan ¢alistayda bu konudan ay-
rintili olarak bahsedildi (Geng 2021, Koyuncu 2021). Tarihsel olarak bakildI-
ginda daha oncesinde Rize ve cevresinde koyluler kendi tuketimlerini karsila-
mak i¢in misir, fasulye ve lahana gibi tarimsal trtnler dretmekte, hayvancilikla
ugrasmakta ve kendi tuketimlerinden arta kalani pazarda aracisiz bir sekilde
satmaktaydilar. Bu isleri yapanlar cogunlukla kadinlardi. Erkekler ise gurbette
genelde insaat islerinde ve gemilerde calismaktaydi. Yamac bir arazide da-
ginik yerlesimin ve kacuk mulkiyetin hakim oldugu bu tarz bir yapida devlet
eliyle sinai bir truin olan ¢ay Uretiminin tesvik edilmesi toplumsal yapida koklu
bir donisime neden oldu. Bu dénusumun en énemli ayagi gecimlik tretim

1 Burada ana hatlarina kisaca degindigimiz ¢alismamiz Toplum ve Bilim Dergisi 150. sayisinda
“Dogu Karadeniz'de Gay Tariminin Celigkili Strekliligi” bashigiyla yayinlanmistir (Karagimen ve
Degirmenci 2019).

2 Metanin Uretiminde rol oynayan toplumsal iliskilere dair analizlerin temeli Marx’in meta
fetisizmi kavramina dayanir. Marx, analizine kapitalist liretim tarzinin inceleme birimi olan me-
tayi ele almakla baglar. Meta fetisizminin kokeni metayi tireten emegin toplumsal karakterinde
yatar. Emegin bu toplumsal karakteri sanki emegin tGriiniiniin nesnel bir 6zelligiymis gibi gorin-
dugiunden meta gizemli bir hal alir (Marx 1976).



114

Caydan Ote: Tarladan Demlije Mekédnda ve Bellekte Cay

yapan koylunun yerini kicuk meta Ureticisine birakmasiydi. K¢tk meta Ureti-
ciligi ile kastimiz kendi uretim araclarina sahip olan ve aile ici emek ile Gretim
yapan toplumsal yapidir. Bir bagka 6nemli donusum ise ¢ayin kisa zamanda
islenmesi gerekliliginin bolgede ¢ay fabrikalarinin da kurulmasini beraberin-
de getirmesiydi. Boylelikle cay bolge iktisadi ve toplumsal yapisini imalat sek-
tora tzerinden de etkiledi ve koylulerin hem kuguk meta Ureticilerine donus-
melerine hem de kendi boélgelerinde iscilesmelerine araci oldu.

onemli degisiklik cay Uretiminin artik cay tarlasi sahipleri tarafindan aile eme-
@i kullanilarak yapilmiyor olmasidir. Ucuz aile emeginin kullaniminin birakil-
mis olmasina paralel olarak ¢ay bir gecim kaynagi olma 6zelligini buyuk ol¢u-
de yitirmigtir. Buna dair bir gdzlemi Berna Guler'in 2009 yilinda yaptigi saha
calismasinda bulmak muamkun (Guler 2021). Bizim de 2018 yazinda Rize'nin
koylerinde 200 kusur cay ureticisiyle yaptigimiz saha arastirmasi, bize bu
Ureticilerin sadece %5’inin ¢ay tarimi ile gecim sagladigini goésterdi. Yine bu
saha calismasi kapsaminda yaptigimiz gorismelerde Cay isletmeleri Genel
Muduarlugu’'nde (CAYKUR) kadrolu memur olarak calisan 50°li yaslarinda bir
¢ay ureticisi, bu durumu babasinin tamamen ¢aydan gecindigi, kendisi i¢in
cayin énemli bir ek gelir kaynagi oldugunu, ama arazi bolundukge oglu icin
¢ay gelirinin Gnemini daha da yitirecegi seklinde ifade etti.

Genel olarak ¢ayin gecimlik bir tarim Grint olmayi yitirmesinde hangi etmen-
lerin rol oynadigina bakarsak; bununla ilgili iki gelisme dikkati cekmektedir.
Bunlardan ilki, miras yoluyla arazilerin parcalanmis olmasidir. CAYKUR 2018
Sektdr Raporu’ndan elde ettigimiz verilere gore, clzdan sahipligine gore Ure-
ticilerin %730 5 dobnum altinda araziye sahiptir ve toplam arazilerin yariya ya-
kini 5 donamun altindadir. Bu resmi istatistiklerin dogrulugu da tartismalidir;
¢unku Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi’'nde arazi paylasiminda ataerkil ve dinsel kod-
lar hakimdir. Bu hakimiyetin bir ¢iktisi olarak yasal mirasgilarin intikal islemleri
cogu zaman yapilmamaktadir. Bu durumdan en zararli ¢cikan elbette kadinlar-
dir. Kadinlar cay toplayarak yillarca ¢ay tarimindaki asil yuku cekenler olmala-
rina ragmen, konu cay bahcelerinin mulkiyeti oldugunda hi¢bir haklarn géze-
tilmemektedir. Arazi erkek kardesler arasinda esit bolunmekte; kadinlarin ise
kocalarinin kendi ailelerinden aldiklar paydan yararlanmasi beklenmektedir.
Hukuki bir intikal isleminin yapilmamasi nesiller gectikge mirasci sayisinin ¢o-
galmasina ve buna bagli olarak da arazi paylasiminin son derece ¢atismali bir
konu haline gelmesine neden olmustur.

Cayin gecimlik bir arin olmay: yitirmesinde ikinci 6nemli etmen ise tuketim
aligkanliklarinin degismesidir. Gecimlik tGretim yapan kéylunun hayatina bir
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meta olarak ¢ayin girmesiyle birlikte gecimi (basit yeniden Gretimi) saglama
bicimleri degismis ve piyasa ile iliskilenmek bir mecburiyet halini almistir. Cay-
dan elde edilen gelir 1970’lerin sonlarindan itibaren zaten enflasyon karsisin-
da azalmis, sonraki yillarda tuketim aliskanliklarinin degismesiyle harcamala-
rin giderek artmasi, ¢ay geliriyle gecinilmesini olanaksizlastirmistir.

Gecimin giderek zorlagsmasiyla beraber Dogu Karadeniz'den baska bolgelere
veya il ve ilce merkezlerine go¢ hizlanmistir. ilging olan ise birgok baska ta-
rnm uranunde gozlenenin aksine bolgeden goécun hanelerin ¢cay Uretiminden
vazgecmelerine neden olmamasidir. Bunu saglayan en 6nemli etmen bir ta-
rim Grunua olan c¢ay bitkisinin 6zgunlugudur. Bélgenin iklimi nedeniyle yilda
Uc¢ ya da en fazla dort strguin veren ¢ay sezonluk bir artndur. Dolayisiyla ha-
sat zamaninda koyune gelen Rizeliler sonrasinda ¢ogunlukla buyuk kentler-
de olan asil islerine donebilmektedir.®

Artan gocle beraber ¢ay tariminda emek surecleri de donusmaustar. Kaguk
meta ureticiligi yani aile emedi ile devam eden tarim yerini i¢ ice gegcmis pek
cok farkli emek surecine birakmistir. Bunlardan elbette en 6nemlisi Gcretli
emek kullanimidir. Oncesinde Ucretli isciler Rize'de yasayan ya da Ordu ve
Giresun gibi yakin illerden gelen mevsimlik iscilerden olusurken son yillarda
bolgede cay toplayan Utcretli iscilerin cogunlugunu Gurculer olusturmaktadir.
Bu kitaba konu olan ¢alistayda sunum yapan Nihan Cigerci Ulukan ve Umut
Ulukan'in galismalar bu konuda ayrintili bilgi vermektedir (Cigerci Ulukan
ve Ulukan 2021). Yine galistayda sunum yapan Aslihan Yilmaz Uzun ise ¢ay
toplama isinin Ucretlendirilmesiyle cayda cinsiyete dayall is bolumunde bir
farklilasma yasanmasina ragmen bu is bé6lumuntn kadinlar aleyhine devam
ettigini ortaya koymaktadir (Uzun 2021).* Ucretli emek kullaniminin yani sira
cayligi yariya verme de sik¢a basvurulan bir pratiktir.

Cayin gecimlik bir tran olmaktan cikmasi ve emek sureclerindeki farklilasma
en 6nemli etkisini insan doga iligkisindeki donusumde kendini géstermek-
tedir. Onceden cay tarimi hayvansal gubre kullanilarak yapilmakta, toprak
capalanarak havalandinlmakta; yani Uretici toprak ve urtnle birebir ilgilenil-
mekteydi. Bugun ise bolgede hayvanciligin giderek terk edilmesiyle eskiden
kullanilan hayvan gubresinin yerini kimyasal gubre almistir. Cay tamilerinin
dibindeki topragin kazilmamasi topragin giderek tagslasmasina neden olmus-

3 Bu durum gay Uretiminin yapildigi diger ulkeler icin gegerli degildir. Meta zinciri Gzerinden
diinyada gay tarimi ve imalatina dair bir analiz i¢in bkz. Degirmenci ve Karagimen (2019).

4 Bu esitsiz cinsiyet iliskilerinin yeni nesillerde nasil tretildigine dair bir analiz igin bkz. (Kara-
¢imen ve Degirmenci 2020).
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tur. Sertlesen topraga atilan kimyasal gubre yagmur sulariyla yikandigindan
Uretici giderek daha fazla kimyasal gubre kullanma ihtiyaci hissetmektedir.
Tum bu surecin bir sonucu olarak toprak yeniden retim 6zelligini yitirmek-
tedir. Bu durum ¢ay bahcesi sahiplerinin de son derece farkinda oldugu bir
gercek olmasina ragmen toprakla eskisi gibi bir bag kurulmadigi icin giderek
kaniksanmistir. Sonucta bir yandan toprak verimliligini yitirirken diger yandan
kimyasal gubredeki azotun yer alti sularina nitrat olarak gecmesiyle dereler
kirlenmektedir.

Tum bunlara ragmen c¢ay tariminin mevcut sorunlariyla devam etmesinin
temel nedeni cayda devlet desteginin celiskileriyle birlikte surtyor olmasi-
dir. Bugun Turkiye'de pek ¢ok baska tarim trGintnde (ttttn, seker pancari
ve findik gibi) devlet destedi ¢ok azalmis ve bu Urtnlerin tarimi uluslararasi
sermayeye acilmistir. Oysa cay tarimi hem ormanlik araziler caya acilarak hem
de Uretici sayisi artarak ya da en azindan degismeyerek devam etmektedir.
Caya verilen devlet desteginin en 6nemli aracl %145°'lik gumruk duvaridir. Bu
duvar cayi ithal cay rekabetinden korumaktadir. Bu destegin bir diger ayagi
ise elbette CAYKUR'un varligi ve kurum araciligiyla yurutulen destekleme po-
litikalandir. Halen neredeyse Ureticinin topladigi ¢ayin yarisini CAYKUR kendi
belirledigi fiyattan satin almakta ve koydugu kota ve kontenjan ile 6zel sek-
torun de ureticiden ne kadar ¢ay alacagini belirlemektedir. Yerli 6zel igletme-
lerin yani sira cay uluslararasi sermayeye de sinirli bir sekilde acilmistir. Tum
bunlara ragmen sektérdeki belirleyici rol CAYKUR'a aittir.

Bu yazi kapsaminda ayrintilarina giremeyecek olsak da devletin cay tarimin-
daki rolunun celiskilerden azade olmadigini belirtmeliyiz. Devlet bir yandan
cay sektorunde agirlig artan sermayenin cikarlarini korumaya calisirken di-
ger yandan yuksek oy potansiyeli taslyan ¢ay Ureticilerini iktidarin politikala-
rindan hognut kilma cabasi icerisindedir.’ Pek ¢cok agidan sorunlu olan cay
tariminin bolgede bu sekilde surdurulmesi elbette mumkun degdil. Dogaya
zarar vermeden, ormanlik araziler korunarak, cayin kalitesini de dusurmeden
ve cayl toplayan emekgilerin hakkini gdézetecek adil bir dizenlemeye ihtiyac
oldugu tartisilmaz bir gercek. Bu ve benzeri calistaylarin bu duzenlemelerin
hangi araclarla ve nasil bir mucadeleyle yapilabileceginin tartisilmasi acisin-
dan son derece 6nemli oldugunu dusunuyoruz.

5 Bu celiskili roliin nasil sekillendigini bir baska ¢alismamizda ayrintili olarak ele aldik (bkz.
Karagimen ve Degirmenci 2019).
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Each commodity contains social relations that have been shaped through
historical conditions and play a role in the production and distribution of the
commodity.? Tea is a commodity thata can be bought and sold in the market.
There are social relations underlying the collection, processing, sale and con-
sumption of tea. Along with the cultivation of tea commodity with the support
of the state in Rize and its surroundings, the social as well as the economic
and ecological structure of the region transformed in the 1950s and continu-
ed to change thereafter. In this article, we will focus on how this transformati-
on took shape and how the situation is today.

For such an analysis, it would be appropriate first to look at what life was like
in Rize before tea. This subject is discussed in detail in this book which is the
output of a workshop (Geng 2021, Koyuncu 2021). Historically, peasants in
and around Rize used to produce agricultural products such as corn, beans
and cabbage for their own consumption and sell the surplus produced in
the marketplace themselves. At the same time they were practicing animal
husbandry. These were all mostly done by women. Men, on the other hand,

1 Our study, the main lines of which were briefly mentioned here, was published in the 150th
issue of “Toplum ve Bilim” with the title “Dogu Karadeniz’de Gay Tariminin Celigkili Stirekliligi
(The Contradictory Continuity of Tea Agriculture in the Eastern Black Sea Region)”.

2 The basis of the analysis of the social relations that play a role in the production of the
commodity is based on Marx’s concept of commodity fetishism. Marx begins his analysis by
discuss the commodity, the unit of study of the capitalist mode of production. The origin of
commodity fetishism lies in the social character of the labor that produces the commodity. The
commodity becomes mysterious as this social character of labor appears to be an objective
feature of the product of labor (Marx 1976).
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were generally working in construction sector and ships on abroad. This soci-
al structure has radically changed when tea cultivation was promoted by the
state in a city like Rize where the houses are scattered over hillside land and
small property dominates. Most importantly was the transformation of subsis-
tence peasants into petty commodity producers.® Another important transfor-
mation is related to the establishment of tea factories in the region as tea is an
agricultural product which needs to be processed in a short time. This led to
a change in the economic and social structure of the region also through the
manufacturing sector. Hence peasants in the region has become both small
commodity producers and factory workers.

Today, we witness that the above described structure has changed relatively
due to the radical decrease in the use of domestic labour in tea agriculture.
Parallel to this decrease, tea agriculture has lost its feature as a means of sub-
sistence. This was observed by Berna Guler who undertook a fieldwork in the
region in 2009 (Guler 2021). Our fieldwork also supported this observation
in which we talked to over 200 tea producers in the villages of Rize in the
summer of 2018. According to the results of this research, only 5% of these
producers make end meets through tea farming. In one of our interviews, a
tea producer who is in his 50s and works in the General Directorate of Tea En-
terprises (CAYKUR) stated that while his father could make his living solely via
tea agriculture, for him tea agriculture only provided additional income and
income from tea would decrease even more for future generations.

If we look at factors that play role in the tea being lost its importance as a
source of subsistence income, two developments seem noteworthy. The first
is the division of inherited tea plantations. The data from the CAYKUR 2018
Sector Report shows that according to the tea license card ownership, 73%
of total producers own land under 5 acres. Indeed nearly half of the total lan-
ds are under 5 acres. The accuracy of these official statistics is questionab-
le as the patriarchal and religious codes are dominant in land sharing in the
Eastern Black Sea Region. As an outcome of this, legal procedure for division
of inherited tea plantations is often not done. It is not surprising to see that
women suffer most from this. Although they are the ones who bear the main
burden of tea farming for years by picking tea, their rights on land are not
recognized. The land is shared equally between sons. Women are expected
to benefit from their husbands’ rights. The absence of a legal transaction pro-
cess has caused the land sharing to become an extremely controversial issue
in the long run.

3 Petty commodity production as a social formation refers to producers who own their means
of production and use domestic labor to produce.
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The second important factor in tea being lost its importance as a subsistence
agricultural product is the change in consumption habits. With the introdu-
ction of tea as a commodity into the lives of the subsistence villagers, their
ways of earning their living have changed and it became a necessity to being
engaged into the market relations. Plus in the 1970s inflation led to a decre-
ase in the real income earned from tea. In the following years the increase
in expenditures due to the change in consumption habits has made it even
harder to live on tea income.

With the increasing difficulty of making end meets, migration from the Eas-
tern Black Sea Region to other regions or from villages to town centers ac-
celerated. Interesting to see that, contrary to observed in regions where one
agricultural product was dominant, migration from the region did not cause
households to give up tea production. This is related to the characteristics of
tea as an agricultural product. Tea is a seasonal crop as the climate of the re-
gion allows it to give only three or at most four crops in summer time.* There-
fore, people from Rize could maintain tea agriculture by only coming to their
villages in summer time.

It is important to mention that the increasing migration from Rize led radical
changes in the labor processes in tea agriculture. Petty commodity produc-
tion, in another words agriculture which continues with domestic labor, has
left its place to many different intertwined labor processes. The most impor-
tant of these, of course, is the use of wage labor. Previously, wage workers
consisted of seasonal workers living in Rize or coming from nearby provinces
such as Ordu and Giresun. However in recent years Georgians are the majo-
rity of wage workers who pick tea in the region. The study of Nihan Cigerci
Ulukan and Umut Ulukan, who made a presentation in the workshop subject
to this book, gave detailed information on this issue (Cigerci Ulukan ve Ulu-
kan 2021). Aslihan Yilmaz Uzun, who also presented at the same workshop,
revealed that although there was a differentiation in the gender-based divi-
sion of labor in tea picking, the division of labor against women prevailed in
other forms (Uzun, 2021).5

These economic and social transformations in tea agriculture present them-
selves in the transformation of the human-nature relationship in the region.

4 This is not valid for other countries where tea is produced. For an analysis of tea agriculture
and production in the world through the commodity chain see Degirmenci and Karagimen
(2019).

5 For an analysis of how these unequal gender relations are produced in new generations see
Karagimen and Degirmenci (2020).
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Previously tea farming had been undertaken by using animal manure, soil
had been cultivated; hence the producer directly took care of the soil and the
agricultural product. Today, due to the gradual decrease in husbandry in the
region, chemical fertilizer has replaced the animal manure. Not digging the
soil in tea gardens has caused the soil to become increasingly petrified. The
producer needs to use more and more chemical fertilizers as the chemical
fertilizer put on soil is washed away by rain water. As a result of this whole
process, the soil has lost its reproduction feature. Although the owners of the
tea gardens are very aware of this, they got used to the situation because they
no longer have a mutual relationship with soil. As a consequence, this pro-
cess, on the one hand, led to the soil to lose its fertility and, on the other hand,
resulted in water pollution as chemical fertilizers pollute underground water.
Despite these negative consequences, tea agriculture still continues because
state subsidizes tea producers. Today state subsidies for many other agricul-
tural products (such as tobacco, sugar beet and hazelnut) have decreased to
a great extent in Turkey and agriculture of these products has been opened
to international capital. These led to a decrease in their production. However,
tea production continues as evident in the increasing size of tea farming area
(created by clearing forested land and rising (or at least not changing) num-
ber of tea producers. As mentioned above the reason for this increasing tea
production is the prevailing state support the producers. The most important
of these supports is the 145% customs wall. This wall protects tea producers
from competition via imported tea. Another supporting mechanism is carried
out via the CAYKUR's policy measures. Currently, CAYKUR buys almost half of
the tea picked by producers at a price it determines. The institution also deter-
mines the amount of tea that will be collected via the private sector through
the quota it sets. Besides, as opposed to many other agricultural products
mentioned above, tea has been opened to international capital only in a limi-
ted way. So the decisive role in the sector still belongs to the state institution,
CAYKUR.

Although it is not possible to go into details in this article, we should mention
that the role of the state in tea farming is not free from contradictions. While
the state, on the one hand, tries to protect the interests of the capital, the role
of which has increased in the sector, on the other hand, it tries to satisfy the
tea producers with its policies as their votes are crucial for the government.®
Of course, it is not possible to continue tea farming in the region in such a

6 In another study, we discuss in detail how this contradictory role takes shape (Karagimen
and Degirmenci 2019).
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problematic way. It is an indisputable fact that there is need for a fair regulati-
on that will sustain tea agriculture without harming the nature and reducing
the quality of tea and also by protecting the rights of labourers. We think that
this and similar workshops are extremely important for discussing the means
by which these arrangements can be made and the struggles needs to car-
ried out for such an end.
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Gundelik Hayat; Cay ve Cay
Kaltdrdnce Yaratilan Sembolik Dinya

Evun Sevgi Okumus

“Ug gun yiyeceksiz kalmak bir gun
caysiz kalmaktan iyidir” Cin Atasozd.

Bes bin yildir varligi bilinen ¢ayin (Reimertz 1995: 7) insanlarin gtndelik ha-
yatina ¢cok ge¢ ama olabildigince yerlestigi asikardir. Dunyadaki 4 elementin
meydana getirdigi en guzel karisim suphesiz ki ‘cay’dir gibi iddiali ve espri-
li sdylemlerle, gundelik hayatimizda vazgecilmez bir yerde duran bu icecek
nasil oluyor da bu mevkiyi elde ediyor? Bu soruyu yanitlayabilmek, cayin fel-
sefesi ve sosyolojisini anlayabilmek icin riteller, kultarel yuklenimler ve gun-
delik kullanimlar ile simgesel dusuncenin yaratim surecine bakmak anlamli
olacaktir.

Simgesel Diistince Ne Zamandir Var?

insan yuz binlerce yil Gnceden gunumuze maddi ve maddi olmayan tretimle-
rini sardurarken soyut bir sekilde dustunme yetenegi ile sosyallesme ve sosyal
aglarin geniglemesine yol acan sayisiz kavsaktan gecti. Bu sureclerde hayat-
ta kalmak icin yeni yontemlerle de hayatini degistirdi. Ornegin hayvancilik ve
tarim gibi buyuk atiimlara kalkistl. Bunu Adnan Turani “ktcuk avci topluluk-
larindan koylere, kodylerden site hayatina, site hayatindan kent devletlerine
ve daha sonralari, imparatorluklar ile diger cesitli devlet yonetimlerine varilir”
seklinde ifade etmistir (Turani 2012: 11).

Tum bu tarihi sureclerin en ilgi ceken kismi “insan ne yedi, ne icti ve bunlari
neden tercih etti?” sorusudur. Dahasi artik bir zorunluluk olmaktan ¢iktigi du-
rumlarda neden bazi yiyecekleri ve icecekleri kullanmayi gandelik hayatinin
bir pargasi olarak sembolik anlamlari ile devam ettirdi? Faydaci yaklagiminin
yani sira insan artik dogaya, sanata, yasama sembolik anlamlar yukleyen ge-
liskin bir canli olarak kabul gormektedir. ilk cizgiyi gizerken ne diistindii bile-
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meyiz, bu eylemi hangi motivasyonla, hangi korku, seving ya da beklentiyle
yaptigina dair ancak tahmin yuratebiliriz. Fakat bugtnun insaninin tercihleri-
nin belirleyenlerini artik sosyolojik verilerle gérmekteyiz.

Antik caglarin gunluk hayatlarini, yasam bicimlerini gbstermesi acisindan kap
formlar en 6nemli verilerdir. Kaplarin ilk yapim amaci ‘besinler’ ve ‘icecekler’
tutmak icindir. Buradan dustinmeye baslarsak, bu uretimlerin gundelik hayat
icinde bugunun cay bardaklarina ulastigini kolaylikla tahmin edebiliriz.

Resim4: Hydrialarla su tasiyan kadinlar Resimb5: Hydria (Su kabi/AntikYunan)
Kaynak: http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/images/h5/h5_06.1021.77.jpg 16.06.2021

Resim6: Kanharos. icki kabi

Kaynak: http://arkeopolis.com/en-
sik-kullanilan-15-yunan-ve-roma-
kap-formu/16.06.2021
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Peki bugun kullandigimiz camin tarihi nedir? Arkeolojik kazilarda ortaya ci-
kan buluntular Yakin Dogu’da MO 5. binyildan itibaren cama benzeyen parlak
nesnelerin kullanildigini kanitlar niteliktedir (Eker 2018).

Gunumuzde oldugu gibi antikcagda da insanlar kaplari intiyaclar dogrultu-
sunda hayatin her alaninda kullanmiglar ve amaglarina uygun formlar olarak
tasarlamislardir. Antik cagdan gunumuze cam Uretimi ilk baslarda insanin
suslenme ihtiyacini karsilamak igin Uretilmis olsa da MO 16. yuzyildan itibaren
kap formu olarak kargimiza ¢ikmistir. Kozmetik ve ilag kab, icki kabi, servis ve
masa kaplari, dini rittellerde kullanilan kaplar vb. olarak kullanilan cam kap
formlar antik cag boyunca cok farkli sekillerde kullanilmistir (Eker 2018).

Resim7-8: Antik Donem Bardak ve Surahi

Kaynak: https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/download/article-file/543455 16.06.2021
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Resim9-10-11-12: GuUnumuz ¢ay bardagi
Kaynak: https://www.google.com/16.06.2021

insanin yasaminda belirleyici olan simgenin ve simgesel gelisiminin tarihsel
sureci kadar kavramsal yapisi da 6nemlidir. Simge en genis anlamiyla “ken-
dinden baska bir seyi yansitarak ya da temsil ederek goérunur kilan im”" diye
tanimlanabilir. Bize, duyularla algilayamadigimiz detaylari duyulara gosteren
algilatan bir tar aynadir. Simgesel dusunme yetisiyle birlikte yorumlayabilme
ozelligi kazanilir. Binlerce yildir ¢esitli yorumlamalardan gecen simgelerle in-
san hayati cesitlenmistir. Ornegin bugin kan kirmizisi sicak bir icecek olan
¢aya duyulan hayranlik binlerce yil 6ncesinden insanin kan ve yasam bagina
yukledigi anlamda gizli olabilir.

1 https://metinbobaroglu.net/simge-kavrami-ve-simgesel-dusunme/, Erisim tarihi: 23 Hazi-
ran 2021.
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Cay ve Simgesel Dustince

1836 tarihli ‘Cay Tiryakisinin El Kitabi'nda cay icin soyle yazar; “Asya‘’da bir
despottur. Avrupa’da ve Amerika’da uluslar birbiri ardina onun yumusak bo-
yunduruguna girerek haraclarini génullu olarak éderler. Hatta bizim aile dos-
tumuzdur ve bayramlarimizin daimi misafiridir” (Reimertz 1995: 30-31). Cay,
bugun sosyal hayatta yeri tartisilmaz derecede saglam bi¢imde ‘cay icme’
ritelleri etrafinda olusan ¢ok cesitli kalturel varyasyonlariyla renkli danyasini
yasamaktadir. Cayla, uyandigimiz andan itibaren baslayan iliskimiz, gecenin
gec saatlerine kadar simbiyotik olarak surmektedir. Bu yakin iliskilenmenin
cok cesitli sosyolojik sonugclari, neredeyse kendine ait bir edebiyati ve bagim-
Lligr olusmustur.

Yeme ve icme zaruri bir ihtiyactir. Bu ihtiyacin giderilmesinde birey isteyerek
ya da istemeyerek sosyolojik etkilesime girer. Cogu zaman bu faaliyet bireyi
sosyallesmeye goéturur, bireyin farkli bireylerle ve toplumla etkilesime girme-
siyle, zaruri eylemden sosyal bir sonuc ve kulturel aliskanliklar dogar. Giddens
bu durum icin “Tum toplumlarda yeme-icme aslinda toplumsal etkilesimin ve
torenlerin gerceklestirilmesi icin ortamlar yaratmaktadir. Mesela kahve bizim
gundelik toplumsal etkinliklerimizin bir parcasi olarak ‘simgesel bir deger’ ta-
sir” demektedir (Giddens 2000). Cay da bayle bir toplumsal etkinliktir.

Kullanim alanlarina bakildiginda ilk icilen cayin keyif almanin yani sira tibbi
nedenlerle de kullanildigini gérurtz. Tarihsel olarak 17. yuzyilda Avrupa’da
keyif maddesi olarak kullanilirken, 19. yuzyilda Kuzey Denizi civarlarinda halk
icecegi olarak tuketilmistir. ingilizler, 17. yuzyilda sdbmurgesi olan Hindistan
araciligiyla cayla tanismis ve cay hayatlarinin énemli bir parcasi olmustur.
Rusya’da her 6gun cay icilirken, Fransiz entelektuellerinin 6zel bir cay sevgisi
bulunmaktadir. Mogollar ise biraz yag, bir tutam tuz, biraz un veya dari, hatta
acik havada kurutulmus kuzu etini caya ekleyerek icerler (Reimertz 2003). Ca-
yin 5000 yillik sertvenlerle dolu gegmisi gesitli halklarda farkli yollar izlemis-
tir. SUrecte, bir ‘cay etnografyasi’ da ortaya ¢cikmistir. Cay kesilmesine yarayan
makaslar, sepetler, kutular, demlikler, semaverler, cay kazanlari, bardaklar,
fincanlar, kasiklar, tepsiler vb. materyallerin hepsi cay kultarunun etrafinda
olusan etnografik maddelerdir (Gunes 2012: 235). Bunlarin ticari alani bizim
yazimizin konusu degildir ancak gundelik hayat icinde ciddi bir ekonomi ya-
rattigini vurgulamak onemlidir.
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Anadolu’da Cay

Cay kullanimi ve kultaranan Turkiye acgisindan nispeten yeni bir tarihi vardir.
Halkin yagamina ge¢ girmesine karsin, bugun olusturdugu kulturu ve bagla-
mi ile sosyal yasamda yeri doldurulamayacak bir deger halini almis, kulture
hizli uyum saglamis, bu kaynasma sonucunda bir¢cok ‘dusunsel zenginlik’ ya-
ratmistir. Ozellikle siyah cayin cok yaygin tercih edildigini gormekteyiz. Oyleki
bugun ulkenin insanlarinca en ¢ok sevilen ve tuketilen icecekler arasinda ol-
dugunu soyleyebiliriz (Calisir ve dig. 2019: 62; Gunes 2012: 235)2.

Cayin uretiminde s6z sahibi olan Turkiye, dinyada buyuk bir pazara sahiptir.
Uretimine paralel bir tuketim aliskanligi ve bu tuketimin kulttrel sermayede
de izi vardir. Tuketimi ve 6nemine dair Washington Times gazetesi yazarla-
rindan Gerald Robins, sunlar dile getirmistir: “Turkiye'de her is kulturel alis-
kanliklarin cevresinde sonuclandirilir. Ankara’da burokrasi ile tanisanlar bunu
cok iyi bilirler. Ornegin baskent Ankara’da Turk tipi bardaklarda sunulan cay
ikramindan 6nce hi¢bir sey baslamaz. Cayin yaninda sigara sunulmasi, ardin-
da dostca ve filozof¢a uzun uzun laf edilmesi, yerlesik is kulturanan uzantisi
olmustur (Gunes 2012).”

Cay ayrica Turkiye'de kamusal alanda oldugu kadar ev kaltaranun de 6nemli
bir parcasidir. Gunun hemen her diliminde ¢ay icildigini gorebiliriz. Cay sirf
icmek icin icilmez, ona mutlaka bir anlam yuklenir. “Bir ¢ay icelim” bircok
anlama gelir; bulusmak, ev ziyareti, toplanti, dertlesme... Turkiye halklari ile
sohbet ederseniz ve konu ¢aya gelirse sunlar duymaniz muhtemeldir; “cay-
siz sohbet, aysiz gokyuzu gibidir’, “neyse ki cayin demi var, yasamin gamina
inat.” Hatta Turkiye'de cay ve kahve severler birbiriyle asiklar gibi atisir ve her
zaman sakalasirlar. Cay severler “cayin kalabalikla arasi iyidir, kahve yalnizlik

ister” diyerek cayin toplumsalligini 6ne cikarirlar.

Anadolu’da da yeme i¢cme kulturu etrafinda olusan gelenekler, beslenmek
icin var olduklar kadar “sembolik anlamlara” da sahiptir. Agir agir yudumla-
nan cay icme ritleli, bir dostla sohbettir drnegin. Yorgun aninizda bir bardak
¢ay dinlendirir. Bir davettir, mesela “bir cayimi i¢” deriz komsuya. “Cayi koy-
dum gel” deriz, sanki ¢ayl koymamiz bir bulugsmanin zaruri baglangicidir. En
¢ok cayin icildigi sehirlerden olan Erzurum’da bir Erzurumlu “bir ¢ay icim de
kendime gelim (Calisir ve dig. 2019: 63)"” s6zu siklikla kullanir.

Cayin yarattigi ekonomik ve kulturel zenginlik kadar mekansal iliskisi de ¢ok

2 Cayin Tirkiye'deki tarihsel boyutu kitapta baska yazilarda ele alinacagi igin bu yazida ayrintili
olarak deginilmeyecektir.
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belirgindir. Cay icme kulttru ve cay icilen mekanlar, kisilerarasi iletisime ze-
min hazirlamasi acisindan degerlidir. Evlerde, cay ocaklarinda, isyerlerinde,
is molalarinda, is toplantilarinin mekanlarinda siklikla elimizde ¢ay olur. Boy-
lelikle cayin ¢okca tuketildigi mekanlar tanigma, bulugsma, kaynasma, iletisi-
me girme ve bu iletisimi strdurme mekanlari olarak goérulebilir (Calisir ve dig.
2019:56). Cayin edebiyatla da ¢ok yakin iligkisi vardir. DuUnyanin batun mes-
galesine, acelesine ve anlamsizligina verilecek en guzel cevaptir; “bes dakika
cay molasl”. Edebiyattaki yansimalarina bazi érnekler verelim. Mesela Oguz
Atay yalnizligin ilaci olarak gayi gorur: “Biz, cayin yalnizliga iyi gelen tarafini da
severiz. Avuclarken ince belli bardag), hucrelere kadar hissettiren sicakliginda
unuttuk yalnizigl.” Cezmi Ers6z motivasyon verici olarak kabul eder: “Cay, he-
nuz her sey bitmedi demektir”. Lale Muldar cay1 guzel seylerin baglangici icin
bir mustu sayar: “Sonra belki cay iceriz. Sansimiz varsa yagmur da yagar. Dam-
lalara huzur yuklemece oynariz. Benim damlam, seninkini alnindan éper. Gu-
zel seyler olur belki, sen gel bence.” Asiklarin ve siirlerin de basrolunde cayi
gorariz, mesela Muhsin Unlu der ki: “Hadi ic de gay koyayim”... Alper Gencer;
“seni gay icerken izlemek, seni cay doldururken, seni demlerken cayi, kimse-
ler inanmasa da dupeduz sevap” der. Murat Mentes ¢ayin bir enerji kaynagi
olusuna dair; “her gulumseyisinde tum tlkeye cay ismarlayayim, seninleyken
bir yudum cay zenginlestirilmis uranyum gibi enerji veriyor bana” diye ifade
eder. Hasretin bile 6l¢usu ¢aydir Sunay Akin icin; “cay bardaginda birakilan
dudak payi kadar bile uzak kalamam gozlerine” diye belirtir. Sezai Karakog ise
sevgilinin gozlerini seyreder ¢cayin deminde; “benim ¢ay bardagimda senin
gozlerin olur, senin gozlerin sizin ¢ay bardaklarinizda”...

~Temel
Ihtiyaglar

Kendini
Gergeklestirme
thtiyaci

Son sdz olarak bir espri

koyallm: Saygi Gorme
ve Takdir Edilme Ihtiyaci
/ Ait Olma ve Sevgi Ihtiyaclan \
/ Guvenlik Ihtiyaclan \

/ CAY ,L







Daily life; The Symbolic World Created
by Tea and Tea Culture

Evun Sevgi Okumus

“It's better to be deprived of food for
three days than tea for one.”

A Chinese proverb

Itis obvious that tea, whose existence has been known for five thousand years
(Reimertz, 1995: 7), has settled in people’s daily lives very late but as much as
possible. With assertive and humorous discourses such as “tea” is undoubt-
edly the most beautiful mixture created by the 4 elements in the world, how
does this beverage, which stands in an indispensable place in our daily lives,
achieve this position? In order to answer this question and to understand the
philosophy and sociology of teg, it would be meaningful to look at the rituals,
cultural commitments and everyday uses and the creation process of symbol-
ic thought.

How Long Has Symbolic Thought Existed?

Hundreds of thousands of years ago, while continuing material and imma-
terial productions, people passed through countless crossroads that led to
socialization and the expansion of social networks with its ability to think in
an abstract way. People also changed life in new ways in order to survive
from these processes. For example, people attempted great breakthroughs
in livestock and agriculture. Adnan Turani expressed this as “from small hunt-
ing communities to villages, from villages to housing estate, from housing es-
tate to city state, and then to empires and various other state administrations”
(Turani, 2012: 11).

The most interesting part of all these historical processes has been the ques-
tion of “What did humans eat and drink and why did they choose them?”
Moreover, why did humans continue to use certain foods and drinks with
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symbolic meanings as a part of their daily life when it was no longer a ne-
cessity? In addition to the utilitarian approach people now accepted as an
advanced creature that gives symbolic meanings to nature, art and life. We do
not know what was thought by them when drawn the first line, we can only
speculate as to what kind of motivation, fear, joy or expectation had led this
action. However, we now see the determinants of the preferences of today’s
people with sociological data.

Pottery forms are the most important data in terms of showing the daily lives
and lifestyles of ancient people. The initial purpose of producing these con-
tainers is to hold ‘foods’ and ‘drinks’. If we start to think from here, we can
easily guess that these productions have evolved today’s teacups in daily life.

Picture4: Women carrying water
with hydria

Picture5: Hydria (Water pot/
Ancient Greek)

Resource: http://www.
metmuseum.org/toah/images/h5/
h5_06.1021.77.jpg 16.06.2021

Picture6: Kanharos. Quegh

Resource: http://arkeopolis.com/
en-sik-kullanilan-15-yunan-ve-
roma-kap-formu/16.06.2021
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So, what is the history of the glass we use today? The finds unearthed in ar-
chaeological excavations prove that shiny objects resembling glass were
used in the Near East since the 5th millennium BC (Eker, 2018).

In ancient times, like today, people used containers in all areas of life in line
with their needs and designed them in forms suitable for their purposes. Al-
though glass production from ancient times to the present was initially pro-
duced to meet embellishment needs of people, it has emerged as a container
form since the 16th century BC. Glass container forms used as cosmetic and
medicine containers, drinking containers, serving and table containers, con-
tainers used in religious rituals, etc. have been used in many different ways
throughout ancient times (Eker, 2018).

Picture7-8: Antique Glass and Jug
Resource: https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/download/article-file/5643455 16.06.2021
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Picture9-10-11-12: Today's tea cup
Resource: https://www.google.com/16.06.2021

Its conceptual structure is as important as the historical process of the symbol
and its symbolic development, which is decisive in human life. In its broadest
sense, the symbol can be defined as “the sign that is visible by reflecting or
representing something other than itself”. "It is a kind of mirror that shows us
the details that we cannot perceive with the senses. The ability to interpret
together with symbolic thinking ability is gained. Human life has diversified
with symbols that have undergone various interpretations for thousands of
years. For instance, the admiration for tea, which is a blood-red hot beverage
today, may be hidden in the sense that thousands of years ago attributed to
the bond of blood and life.

1 https://metinbobaroglu.net/simge-kavrami-ve-simgesel-dusunme/, Date Accessed: 23
June 2021.
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Tea and Symbolic Thought

In the ‘A Theic’s Handbook’ dated 1836, the author writes about tea: “It is a
despot in Asia. One nation after another in Europe and America voluntarily
pays their tribute by falling under its soft yoke. In fact, it is our family friend and
a permanent guest of our holidays (Reimertz 1995: 30-31). Today, tea lives it's
colorful world with a wide variety of cultural variations formed around the rit-
uals of “drinking tea”, with an indisputable place in social life. Our relationship
with tea which starts from the moment we wake up, continues until late at
night as symbiotically. This close association has had a wide variety of socio-
logical consequences, even a literature of its own, and a dependency.

Eating and drinking are indispensable needs. In order to meet this need, the
individual willingly or unwillingly engages in sociological interaction. Most of
the time, this activity leads the individual to socialization, as the individual in-
teracts with different individuals and society, a social result and cultural hab-
its emerge from that necessary action. Giddens writes about this: “eating and
drinking in all societies actually creates environments for social interaction
and ceremonies to take places. For example, coffee has a ‘symbolic value’
as part of our daily social activities” (Giddens, 2000). Tea is one such social
activity.

When we look where it consuming, we see that the first tea is used for medi-
cal reasons as well as for pleasure. While it was used as a pleasure substance
in Europe in the 17th century, it was consumed as a public drink around the
North Sea in the 19th century. British met tea through its India colony in the
17th century, and tea became an important part of their lives. While tea is con-
sumed at every meal in Russia, French intellectuals have a special love for
tea. Mongolians, on the other hand, drink it by adding some oil, a pinch of
salt, some flour or millet, or even air-dried lamb meat (Reimertz, 2003). The
5000-year-old history of tea, full of adventures, has followed different paths
in various societies. In the time course, a ‘tea ethnography’ has emerged.
Scissors used for cutting tea, baskets, boxes, teapots, samovar, tea cauldrons,
glasses, cups, spoons, trays, etc. are all ethnographic materials formed around
the tea culture (Gunes, 2012: 235). Their commercial area is not the subject of
our article, butitisimportant to emphasize that they create a serious economy
in daily life.
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Tea in Anatolia

Use of tea and tea culture has a relatively recent history in Turkey. Despite its
late entry into the life of the people, it has become an irreplaceable value in
social life with the culture and context it has created today, quickly adapted
to the culture, and created many “intellectual richness” as a result of this ad-
aptation. We see that black tea is especially widely preferred. So much so that
today we can say that it is among the most loved and consumed beverages
by the people of the country (Calisir et al., 2019: 62; Gunes, 2012: 235).2

Having a voice in the production of tea, Turkey has a large market in the world.
There is a consumption habit parallel to its production and this consumption
also has a trace in cultural capital. Gerald Robins, one of the writers of the
Washington Times newspaper, stated the following about its consumption
and importance: “Every business is concluded with cultural habits in Turkey.
Those who meet the bureaucracy in Ankara know this very well. For example,
in the capital of the country, Ankara, nothing begins until the tea is served in
Turkish-style glasses. Offering cigarettes next to the tea, and then talking at
length in a friendly and philosophical manner has been an extension of the
established business culture” (Gunes, 2012).

Tea is also an important part of home culture as well as of the public sphere in
Turkey. We can see that tea can be drank in almost every part of the day. Tea
is not just for drinking; it definitely has a meaning. “Let’s have a tea” means
many things; dating, home visit, meeting, conversation... In Turkey, tea and
coffee lovers call-and-response and joke with each other. Tea lovers empha-
size the sociality of tea by saying “tea is good with the crowd, coffee wants
solitude”.

The traditions formed around the eating and drinking culture in Anatolia also
have “symbolic meanings” as much as they exist for nutrition. The ritual of
drinking heavily sipped tea, for example, is a conversation with a friend. A cup
of tea relaxes you when you are tired. It is an invitation, for example, we say to
the neighbor “have a cup of tea”. We say, “I make the tea, come,” as if making
the tea is the essential beginning of a meeting. In Erzurum, one of the cities
where the teais so widely consumed, a resident says “I drank a tea | recovered
myself” (Calisir et al,, 2019: 63) frequently.

The spatial relationship of tea is as evident as the economic and cultural

2 Since the historical dimension of tea in Turkey is discussed in other articles in the
book, it is not discussed in detail in this article.
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wealth it creates. Tea drinking culture and tea drinking places are valuable in
terms of laying the groundwork for interpersonal communication. We often
have tea in our hands at homes, tea shops, workplaces, work breaks, business
meetings. Thus, the places where tea is consumed a lot can be seen as places
to meet, socialize, communicate and maintain this communication (Caligir et
al. 2019:56). Tea also has a very close relationship with literature. It is the best
answer to all the busyness, haste and meaninglessness of the world; “five
minute tea break”. Let’s give some examples of its reflections in literature. For
example, Oguz Atay sees tea as a cure for loneliness: “We also love the side of
tea that is good for loneliness. While we were holding a thin glass, we forgot
loneliness in its warmth that makes you feel it all the way to the cells”. Cezmi
Ers6z considers it motivating: “Tea means that everything is not over yet”.
Lale Muldur thoughts tea as a herald for the beginning of good things: “Then
maybe we can have tea. If we're lucky, it will rain. We play charge peace to the
drops. My drop is a kiss on your forehead. Maybe good things will happen,
| think you should come.” We see tea in the lead role in ashik and poems;
for example Muhsin Unlu says: “You drink and | will pour tea.” Alper Gencer
says, “Watching you drinking tea, pouring tea, brewing tea, even if no one
believes it, is a pure merit.” Murat Mentes says that tea is a source of energy:
“Every time you smile, | order tea for the whole country. When I'm with you,
a sip of tea gives me energy equivalent to enriched uranium.” Even the mea-
sure of longing is tea for Sunay

Akin: “l can't stay away from your

eyes even as much as the lip Basic Needs:
portion left in the tea glass”, he
says. Sezai Karakog¢ watches the
eyes of his lover in the brew of
tea: “Your eyes are in my teacup,
your eyes are in your teacups”... / The Need for Respect \

and Appreciation

Self- Realization
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Yasamin Oruntuleri
Ozcan Yiiksek

ilgi alanim yeryuza, buaytk harfle baslayarak yazayim, disinme ve yorum-
lama konum Yeryuzu oldugu icin, su yer yuvarlaginin pek ¢ok yerine gittim.
Alici gozle dolastim, 6zellikle de pek bozulmamig yasam alanlari, konusma ve
duasunme bigimleri, giyim kusamlari, kap kacaklari, oturup kalkmasi ve gele-
nekleri bozulmamis yerleri sectim dolasmak igin. Hizla bozulmakta Yeryuzu.
Yuzyilik degil bin yillik bicimler, gelenekler, oturup kalkmalar, giysiler, kap
kacaklar, fistanlar, pestamallar, cay icme bicimleri, yerytzu hizla degdisti. Oysa
cay degismedi, degisseydi eger, su yeryuzunde yasamak anlamsiz olurdu.
Demlenmis bir ¢cayi paylasarak icemiyorsak eger yasamin ne anlami kalir? Ya-
samin anlami, insan bedenini andiran ince belli bardagin icindeki kan kizilsisi
cay|, bas ve im parmagiyla en ucundan yakaladiktan, bir stre 1siga tutup ona
baktiktan sonra usul usul yudumlamaktir. Dem kizilsisi, yasamin anlamidir.
Cay paylasilarak icilir bizde, yasami paylasir gibi yudumlariz ¢ay, ayni cay-
danliktan, ayni demlikten dokeriz, siradanligin gérkemi de budur. Yagamdaki
sevincin, mutlulugun kaynagi da budur, paylasmaktir. Mutluluk, érantala yi-
nelemelerden gelir. Yagam bu orantuleri arar.

Acgozluluk, doymaksizlik, hepsi benim olsun hirsi, yerytzina, yeryzinin en
guzel yerlerini de bitiriyor, Rize'nin yesil yamagclarinda dozerler geziyor. Arsiz
agizlarini agmis saga sola bakinarak, yaylalarina yollar acgiyor, yaban cicek-
ler celik paletlerin altinda eziliyor. Uygunsuz yol, yolsuzluktur. Dogu Karade-
niz'in, kendi inatc, hirgin, vazgecmeyen karakterinin cografyasi yikiliyor, bu
yikim Karadenizli ruhunu da yikacaktir. Karadenizlinin dogasi, o dik yamaclari
sirtinda odun, sirtinda ot, sirtinda ¢ay sepetiyle gunde birkac kez inip ¢cikma-
siydi... Karadeniz, kendi dogasini yitirdikge, Karadenizli duygularini, sevingle-
rini, heyecanini, acik sézlulugunua, dogrudan yanaligini yitirecek.



Patterns of Life
Ozcan Yiksek

My field of interest is the earth, let me start with a capital letter, since Earth is my
place of reflection and interpretation, | have been to many parts of this globe. |
wandered around in depth, especially unspoiled living area, | chose unspoilt
places to wander for their way of speaking and thinking, their clothes, their
utensils, how they behave and traditions. The Earth is rapidly deteriorating.
Not centenarian millenarian forms, traditions, people’s behaviour, clothes,
utensils, fistans, loincloths, tea drinking styles, all of them and the world have
dramatically changed. However, tea has not changed, if it did, living on this
earth would be meaningless. What's the point of life if we can’t share brewed
tea? The meaning of life is to sip the blood-red tea in a slim waisted glass that
resembles a human body, after catching it by the very end with your thumb
and forefinger, holding it up to the light for a while and sip slowly. Redness
of tea brew is the meaning of life. We drink tea by sharing, we sip tea as if we
share life, we pour it from the same teapot, this is the splendor of mediocrity.
This is the source of joy and happiness in life, sharing. Happiness comes from
patterned repetitions. Life searches for these patterns.

Greed, dissatisfaction, the feeling of let it be all mine are destroying the earth
and the most beautiful places on earth, dozers are going around the green
slopes of Rize. Opening their mouth sassily, looking left and right, they cons-
truct roads to their highlands, wild flowers are crushed under steel pallets.
Inappropriate way is corruption. The geography of the eastern Black Sea re-
gion, its stubborn, combative and unyielding character, is being destroyed.
This destruction will also destroy the Black Sea spirit. The nature of the Black
Sea is reflected by going up and down those steep in slopes several times a
day with wood, haycock, tea basket on back. As the Black Sea loses its own
nature, the people of the Black Sea will lose their feelings, joy, excitement,
frankness, and being with the truth.



“CGayi Kizlar Toplar™

Tatand de, Findigr da, Domatesi de

Melda Yaman

“Cayi kizlar toplar” dendigini hepimiz duymusuzdur. Dogu Karadeniz'de yasl-
yorsaniz, bu zaten bildiginiz, icinde oldugunuz bir gercekligin ifadesidir. Bu-
ralarin insani degilseniz eger, sohbetlerden aklinizda kalmis olabilir; belki de
bir fotografta, hatta bir filmde gézimuze ilismistir cay bahgelerinde calisan
kadinlar. Belki de “Karadeniz kadini gagladur” s6zuyle kazinmigtir zihnimizde
bir yerlere; zira bu s6zU duyar duymaz gézumuzde canlaniverir hemen sirtin-
da kufesiyle bayirlardan suzulen kadinlar. Demem o ki asinayiz; ¢ay isi kadin
isidir. Gelgelelim asina olani cogu zaman etraflica diisinmeyiz, derinlemesi-
ne irdelemeyiz, oldugu gibi aliveririz. Oysa kdku tarihin derinliklerine uzanan,
dallar dunyanin hemen tam cografyalarini kusatan, can yakici bir meselenin
vucut bulmus halidir su soru; cayl neden kadinlar toplar?

“Cayl neden kadinlar toplar” diye sormaya basladiniz mi, ¢cayl neden kadin-
lar demler, cayi neden kadinlar servis eder, cay bardaklarini neden kadinlar
yikar ... diye uzayip giden, caydan yemege, yemekten bulasiga, bulasiktan ev
temizligine, ev temizliginden ¢ocuk ve yasli bakimina uzanan onlarca soruya
da kapi aralamis olursunuz. Soru ayni soru gerci; yanitiysa emegin érgutlen-
mesinde, emek sureclerinin toplumsal cinsiyete bagli ayrismasinda yatiyor.
Emek toplumsal bir etkinlik oldugundan, tam toplumsal esitsizlikler ister is-
temez emek orgutlenmesinde ifade buluyor. iste bu yuzden, cinsiyete dayali
emek ayrnimi, tim emek etkinliklerine yansiyor. Bu da bize her emek etkinligi-
nin cinsiyetli bir karakter tasidigini gésteriyor.

O halde, irdelemeye devam edelim.

Anadolu topraklarinda kusbakisi bir gezintiye ¢iksaydik eger, sadece caylik-
larda degil, tatun tarlalarinda tatun kiran; agaclardan findik toplayan; bugday
tarlalarinda ekinleri bicen; seralarda domates fidesi yetistiren; topragi capala-
yan, gubreleyen, ayrik otlarini temizleyen binlerce kadina rast gelirdik muhte-
melen. Bakisimizi bu topraklarla sinirlamak gerekmiyor kuskusuz; Afrika’dan
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Guney Amerika plantasyonlarina, Orta Dogu’dan Cin’in ugsuz bucaksiz top-
raklaring, tarlalarda, baglarda, bahcelerde genellikle kadinlar calisiyor. Tarih
icinde de bir gezintiye cikabiliriz dilerseniz. Anadolu’nun kadim halklarindan
tutun da Osmanli‘da reayaya, Amerika kitasinin bahce tarimiyapan ilk toplum-
larindan Misir medeniyetine, feodal Avrupa’dan guntumuz kapitalist ciftlikleri-
ne kadar pek cok donemde ve toplumda, tarlalarda ve bahcgelerde kadinlar
calismislar. Tarihciler, antropologlar ve arkeologlar, insan eliyle ilk tohumun
topraga dustugu gunden bugune, tarih boyunca, tohumlari topraga serpisti-
ren, topragi ¢capalayip havalandiran ve Urin hasadini yapanlarin esas olarak
kadinlar olduguna isaret ediyor.

Topraga Serpilen ilk Tohumdan Bugiine

Arastirmalara gore kadinlar, ganumuzden yaklasik sekiz on bin yil dncesinde,
Mezopotamya’nin Dicle ile Firat'in besledigi bereketli topraklarinda bugday
tohumlarini topraga ekerek ilk denemeleri baslattilar. Anadolu’daki ve dun-
yanin pek ¢cok yoresindeki bulgular kadinlarin tarimin ilk asamalarindaki rolu-
nu destekliyor. Son yillarda Antik kemikler (M.O. 5300-4600) Gzerine yapilan
arastirmalar, 6rnegin, kadinlarin fiziksel emeginin, Avrupa’daki tarim devrimi-
ni yonlendirmek icin gok énemli oldugunu gosteriyor (Price 2017). Bulgulari
yorumlayan bilim insanlar, o dénemdeki kadinlarin bedenlerinin dst kismi-
nin bugunkd seckin sporculardan daha guclu oldugu sonucuna variyor. Bu
da kadinlarin topragi ¢capaladigina, fideleri diktigine, Urtnleri hasat ettigine,
odun kesip su tasidigina isaret ediyor. Kadinlarin tim bu isleri kiictk cocuklari
yani baslarindayken yaptiklar dusunuluyor.

Bu ufuk agan arastirmalar, kadinlarin tarimsal Uretimle baginin tarih icindeki
izlerini surmemize hayli yardimcli. Peki, neden tarim kadinlarin isi oldu dersi-
niz? Kimilerinin, mesela bazi kulturel eko-feministlerin savundugu gibi kadin
dogaya daha mi yakin? Doga ile ‘kadin’ arasinda bir 6zdeslik mi var gercek-
ten? "Toprak ana’, ‘anayurdu’ gibi sézcukler bu yakinligin ardnleri mi? Aksine;
kadin ile doga arasinda ¢zdeslik kurmaya calismak, doga/kultar, duygu/akil,
kadin/erkek ikiliklerini yeniden Uretmeye yarar ancak. Bu bakis, kadinlarla er-
kekler arasindaki esitsizligi aciklamadigi gibi, bu esitsizligi dogallastirmaya,
mesrulastirmaya hizmet eder. Oysa kadin dogaya ne kadar yakinsa erkekler
de o kadar yakindir; erkekler ne kadar kulturel varliklarsa kadinlar da o kadar
kaltaran aranadur. Emek sureclerine gelince; kadinlarin ve erkeklerin emek
etkinlikleri tarih icinde toplumsal ve maddi iliskilerle bicimlenmistir. Pek ¢ok
arastirmacinin destekledigi goruse gore, kadinlarin insanlik tarihinde cigir
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acan ilk tarimsal denemeleri, muhtemelen avci toplayici topluluklarda baslica
derleyici/toplayicilar olmalariyla baglantilidir. Derleyici kadinlar derlenecek
bolgenin gerek bitki drtustnu gerekse hayvan gesitliligini cok iyi biliyorlar. Or-
negin Zaire'nin Mbuti Pigme kadinlar yuzun tzerinde meyve agacini, elli ka-
dar tibbi bilgiyi, avcilik ve balikcilikta kullanilan onsekiz kadar zehir ve toksin
kaynagini taniyorlar (Bates 2009: 120). Derleyici kadinlar yasadiklar cograf-
yadaki bitkilerin, bitki koklerinin, meyvelerin yillik gelisimine taniklik ediyorlar.
iste Mbuti kadinlari gibi binlerce kadin, doganin ve bitkilerin donguselligini
fark edip, tohumlari topraga serpmeye baslamis olmalilar.

Yerlesik tarima gecisi dnceleyen bahce tariminda (horticulture) da esas Ureti-
cilerin kadinlar olmasi bu gorusu destekliyor. Bahge tarimi kiiguk bir arazide,
ek is gucu ve makine kullanmadan, sadece capa veya ¢ukur agmak icin deg-
nek gibi basit emek araclari ile yapilan kuguk ol¢ekli tarimsal tretimdir. Dunya
genelinde 515 bahce tarimi yapan toplum Uzerinde yapilan bir arastirma gos-
termistir ki, bu topluluklarnn ytuzde 50'sinde tarimin cogunu kadinlar yapiyor;
yuzde 33'Unde kadinlarla erkekler yaklasik esit 6lcide emek veriyor. Sadece
yuzde 17'sinde erkekler daha fazla calisiyor (Kottak 2008). Simdi gelin bu top-
luluklardan birine, New York eyaletinin verimli orta enlem bolgesindeki top-
raklarin asil sahibi olan, yillarca bu topraklarda bahce tarimi yapan Irokiler'e
bir g6z atalim. Diger birgok komsu topluluk gibi Irokiler de misir, fasulye ve
kabak yetistirirdi. Yine diger komsu topluluklardaki kadinlar gibi Iroki kadinlar
da erkeklerden daha fazla calisirdi. Cizvit gdzlemci Bressani'ye goére kadinlar
evin tum yukuna stlenir, tarlalan ekip bicer, yakacak odunu kesip tasir, ye-
mek pisirirdi (Maisels 1999: 203).

Bugune gelirsek; gunumuzde kadinlar, gecimlik tGretimden pazar i¢in Ureti-
me, Ucretli iscilikten mevsimlik iscilige hemen her bigimde, tarimsal Gretimin
hemen her asamasinda baslica ureticiler. Tipki Iroki kadinlar gibi, Dogu Kara-
deniz'de de su taslyan, yemek pisiren ve de cayi toplayanlar, kadinlar.”

)k *k

Kadinlarin tarimla bagi sadece tahil, piring, cay veya meyve sebze yetistir-
mekle de sinirli degil ustelik. Neolitik devrim boyunca kadinlar topragin eki-
lip bicilmesi icin uygun yontemleri bulmakla kalmadilar, sepetleri, cémlekleri,
orag\, capayi, yani hem topra@i strtp arunu kaldirmak i¢in gerekli emek arac-
larin hem de Urana saklamak ve besin haline getirmek icin 6zel ara¢ gerecleri
gelistirdiler. Baslarda topragi kendi gucleriyle struyorlardi; daha sonra sabani
icat ettiler. Saban kadinlari en agir isten kurtardi. Gelgelelim sabanin icadiyla

1 Son dénemde yapilan ayrintili bir galisma igin bkz. Karagimen ve Degirmenci (2019).
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kadinlar topra@i surme isinden kovuldular, taneli trun yetistirme alanlarindaki
tekellerinden ve bunun kendilerine sagladigi istun toplumsal statiden oldu-
lar. Sabanla tarlay! sirmek erkek isi haline geldi. Tarihte ileriye dogru bir si¢-
rama yaparsak, 2000’'lerde Bafra’nin koylerinde tutun tarlalarinda benzer bir
donusume taniklik ederiz. Bafra kdylerinde tuttn yapraklarini kurutmak tzere
ipe dizmek yillardir kadin isi olarak gorulurdu. Binlerce yapradi toplanir top-
lanmaz, koparmadan, incitmeden tek tek ipe dizmek ¢ok zahmetli, cok zaman
alan bir isgti. 2000'li yillarda tutun dizme makinesi icat edildi; 2008-2009'da
da kullanima girdi. Makine tutan dizmeyi epeyce kolaylastirmigti. Makineyle
birlikte hayli ilging bir gelisme yasand; tatune pek el surmeyen erkekler tatlin
dizmeye basladi. Tarihin ironisi olsa gerek, kadinlarla erkekler arasindaki bi-
yolojik /fiziksel ayrima dayanarak, erkeklerin zahmetli isleri kadinlarinsa kolay
isleri Gstlendigini ileri stren tezler demek ki 5.000 yildir yanlislanmakta. Tabii
bu bize bagka bir sey daha anlatiyor. Cinsiyete gére emek ayrimi kurulmus,
tamamlanmis, bitmis bir sture¢ degil; degisiyor, donusayor. Ne var ki bu doé-
nusum kendiliginden gerceklesmiyor; kadinlarla erkekler arasindaki mucade-
leyle belirleniyor.

Kadinlar topraktan cesitli Grunler tretmekle kalmadilar, bu artnleri besin
maddesine donusturdiler, tahili 6gutup ekmek yaptilar, sebzeleri pisirip
sofralar kurdular, cogu zaman da bu sofralara en son onlar oturdular. Uriin
miktar arttik¢a, saklama yontemleri gelistirdiler. Baliklari ve etleri tatsulediler;
meyveleri, otlar kuruttular; sebzelerden tursu kurdular. Biracilik da bu done-
min Grunudur. Avrupa’da feodal donem boyunca pek ¢ok boélgede biracilar
kadinlardi: Sheila Rowbotham (1977: 2) “brewer” sézcugunun bira yapan ka-
din anlamina geldigini aktariyor.

Derleyici ve toplayici olduklar dénemlerde kadinlar otlarn ve bitkileri yakin-
dan tanimig, tarimsal Uretime geciste bu bilgileri kullanmiglardi. Yuzyillar bo-
yunca suzulen bu doga bilgisiyle kadinlar, tarih boyunca, Sumerlerden Misir-
lilara, Antik dunyadan Feodal Avrupa’ya hemen her toplumsal 6érgutlenmede
sifaci oldular, otacilik yaptilar. Ama kapitalist donasiamun ilk asamalarindan
itibaren bir baska gelisme yasandi; sifacilik ve ebelik bir bilim alani ve Ucretli
is bicimini almaya basladi. Bu dontusum surecinde erkekler tip okullar acti-
lar; lakin kadinlari, kadinlarin kadim bilgisini devsirdikleri bu okullara kabul
etmediler. Bununla da kalmayip, kadinlari bu emek alanindan sistematik bir
bicimde uzaklastirmaya basladilar. Giderek ebelik ve sifacilik bir ‘erkek isi* ha-
lini almaya baslad..

Sadece toprakla ve tarimla baglantili islerde degil, kucukbas hayvanlarin ba-
kimi ve vyetistirilmesinde de esas yuk kadinlarin omuzlarinda olageldi. Hay-
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vanlari besleyen, ahirlari temizleyen, sutleri saganlar yine kadinlardir. Mesela
Kurtce'de “Berivan” sézcugu beriye, yani hayvanlarin otladigi yere hayvanlari
sagmaya giden kadin anlamina geliyor.

Kadinlar Ekiyor, Erkekler ‘Biciyor’

Gelgelelim esas olarak kadinlarin emeklerine dayanan tarimsal Gretimde top-
raklar, trunler ve gelirler yazyillardir erkeklerin ellerinde toplaniyor. Bu esitsiz-
ligi hemen her toplulukta belirli derecelerde gérmek mumkuan. Mesela gelin
Papua Yeni Gine'de yasayan Melbalar'da bir 6rnege bakalim. Marcel Ma-
uss’un muazzam bir bicimde gosterdigi gibi, ilk topluluklarnn baslica toplum-
saliliski bicimi armaganlasma. Melbalar'da da armaganlasma buyuk énem ta-
siyor. Moka solenlerinde Melba erkekleri birbirlerine domuz armagan ediyor;
bu domuzlar en kiymetli armagan olarak kabul ediliyor. Peki, domuzlari kim
yetistiriyor dersiniz? Kadinlar. Fakat kadinlar domuzlar tzerinde bir tasarrufa
sahip degil, domuzlarla armagan mubadelesi yapamiyor mesela. Sadece er-
kekler bu domuzlari armagan verip Un ve itibar elde edebiliyor (Josephides
1985). Sizi, benzer bir 6rnek gostermek icin, bambaska bir cografyaya, yine
Bafra’nin tatun tarlalarina, bugune getirecegim simdi de. Tatun ureticileriy-
le gorusmeler yaparken Bafra’nin Elifli kdyunde tanistigimiz yaslica bir amca
tatunde ve aslinda diger pek ¢ok trun uretiminde yerlesik olan cinsiyetci is
bolumunu soyle 6zetlemisti: “Tarladaki tatune elim hi¢c degmez; ben tuccar-
la gorasuram, experle gorasurum, bankayla gorasuram” (Yaman Ozturk ve
Akduran 2010). iste bu amca gibi erkeklerin buyuk cogunlugu topraklarin sa-
hibi; tanimsal Uretimde dolaysizca emek harcamiyor ama urunleri pazarliyor;
parayi kendisi aliyor ve bankadaki kendi hesabina yatiriyor. iste dunyanin iki
apayri cografyasinda, iki farkli tarinsel dénemde, iki farkli 6rgttlenmeye, hat-
ta iki farkli mabadele bicimine -armaganlagsma ve meta mubadelesi- sahip iki
toplum; gelin goérun ki her ikisinde de cinsiyetci is bolumu benzer bigcimde
isliyor. Ureten, topragi isleyen, hayvanlar yetistirenler kadinlar; ama Griinlere
el koyan, arunu panayira yahut pazara goétartp ‘bir bicimde’ mubadele eden,
bu urtnlerden gelir yahut itibar elde edenlerse erkekler.

Sadece bugun degil, neolitigin ilk asamalarindan itibaren, arti Gran buyurken,
ambarlar dolarken, zenginlesenler kadinlar degildi, erkeklerdi. Belli ki erkekler
tanim 6ncesinde de toplumsal ayricaliklar edinmisti; boylece kadinlarin tret-
tikleri urtnlere el koyabildiler. Ustelik zenginlesen erkekler, toplumsal konum-
larini guclendirirken, kadinlar Gzerindeki baskiyi da siddetlendirdiler. Yani arti
arun sadece siniflarin ve devletin olusumuna giden yolu agmadi, kadinlarin
emekleri ve bedenleri Uzerindeki eril tahakkimun guclenmesini de sagladi.
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Bu us yurtutmesi, kadin emegi Uzerine yuratulen tartismalara dGnemli katkilar
sunabilir. Lise Vogel (2015) Marksizm ve Kadinlarin Ezilmigligi baslikli gigir
acan yapitinda, kadinlarin tarih boyunca toplumsal Uretime, gecim araclari-
nin Uretimine sinirli katki yaptigini savunuyor. Bu dustuncenin daha keskin
ifadesini Friedrich Engels’in Ailenin, Ozel Mulkiyetin ve Devletin Kokeni'nde
buluyoruz. Engels kadinlarin “danya tarihsel yenilgisi” ile yani ataerkil tek esli
aileye gecisle birlikte boyunduruk altina alinip, tretimden digslandigini savu-
nuyor. Tabii burada bu ¢ok boyutlu tartismayi incelemek olanakli degil; ama
gecerken su kadarini hatirlatmak faydali olabilir. Kadinlarin tarimsal Uretim-
deki rolu bu goérusu sorgulamamiza sebep oluyor. Bir kere tarim esas olarak
kadin isi olageldigine gore, kadinlarin toplumsal Uretime katilmadiklari varsa-
yimi ¢okuyor. Kadinlarin emek surecleri sadece tanimla da sinirli degil tstelik.
Feminist arastirmalar kadinlarin ¢aglar boyu sifacilik, cocuk ve yasli bakimi
gibi kadim ‘kadin isleri'nin yani sira, isliklerde, atolyelerde, hane ici hizmetler-
de calistigini gosteriyor. ikincisi, Engels’in, kadinlarin ezilmesi ile toplumsal
uretimden diglanmalari arasinda kurdugu nedensellik iliskisi de zayifliyor. Ter-
sine, kadinlarin toplumsal Uretime muazzam katki sunduklari tarimin, toplum-
sal konumlarinin gerilemesinin aracina donastagunu goérayoruz. Dolayisiyla
kadinlar ektigini bicemiyor; toplumun her alanindaki esitsizlik, tarimsal emek
surecinde de can yakici bir bicimde hissediliyor.

Degerlendirme:
CayiKizlar Toplar, Cayi Kizlar Demler

Sonuc olarak kadinlarin tarimsal Uretimde her daim baslica Uretici guc¢ oldu-
gunu; bununla birlikte hemen her toplumda, tarimsal tretimin her asamasin-
da andigimiz turden esitsizliklere maruz kaldigini sdylemek gerek. Kadinlar
tarimin olanca yukunu Ustlenirken, ne trinde ne de Griinden elde edilen gelir
Uzerinde pek s6z sahibi degiller.

Ustelik kadinlarin tanmsal is yukune, hane igindeki is yuku eslik ediyor. Ka-
dinlar tarlalarda dolaysiz uretici olarak calismakla kalmiyor, hanenin yeniden
uretim faaliyetlerini de Ustleniyorlar. Yasami Ureten emekleriyle, insani ve
toplumu yeniden ve yeniden uretiyorlar. Hatta bunca agir yuktn ardindan,
yorgunlugu alacak bir bardak cayi da yine kadinlarin kendisinin demlemesi
bekleniyor. Ha o canim ¢ay yorgunlugu aliyor mu; aliyor almasina, ama gerek
hane icinde gerekse tarlada, bahcede, cayliklarda isbdlumunan degismesi,
daha esitlikgi iligkilerin kurulmasi gerekiyor.



“Tea Leaves are picked by the Girls':

Tobacco, Hazelnuts, and Tomatoes, too...

Melda Yaman

We've all heard the saying: Tea leaves are picked by the girls. If you live in the
Eastern Black Sea region, this is an expression of a reality you already know
and are in. If you are not a local person, you may remember it from the con-
versations; or, you might have caught a glimpse of women working on a tea
plantation in a photograph or even a movie. Maybe it is imprinted on our min-
ds with the phrase that “women from the Black Sea are stronger”. As soon as
we hear these words, we visualize a woman on the slopes with a basket on
her back. | mean, we are familiar that tea farming is mostly women’s work.
However, what is familiar is not understood precisely -we do not examine it
deeply, we accept it as it is-. Yet, the question is the embodiment of a painful
fact, whose roots go back to the depths of history and that encompasses al-
most all regions of the world: Why are tea leaves picked by women?

When you ask this question, you then open the door to dozens of similar
ones, such as why is tea brewed by women, why is tea served by women, why
are teacups washed by women. These questions can be extended to many
labor processes, from brewing the tea to cooking, from cooking to cleaning,
from cleaning to caring for children. They all refer to the same fact; the answer
lies in the division of labor according to gender. Since labor is a social activity,
all social inequalities necessarily express themselves in the organization of
labor. That's why gender-based labor discriminations are reflected in all labor
activities. This shows us that every labor activity has a gendered character.

So, let's keep scrutinizing.

If we had a bird’s-eye view in Anatolia, we would come across thousands of
women not only working in tea plantations but also in many other fields- har-
vesting crops, picking nuts from trees, cultivating tomato seeding in the gre-
enhouses, hoeing, fertilizing, and weeding, etc.-. Of course, it is not necessary
to limit our gaze to these lands; From Africa to South American plantations,
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from the Middle East to the vast lands of China, they are generally women
who work in the fields, vineyards, and gardens. If you wish, we can take a tour
through history. In most of the periods of history and many societies -from the
ancient peoples of Anatolia to the rayah in the Ottoman Empire, from the first
horticultural societies of the Americas to the Egyptian civilization, from feudal
Europe to today’s capitalist farms-, women have been working in the fields.
Historians, anthropologists, and archaeologists refer that throughout history,
from the day the first seed fell to the ground by human hands to the present
age, they were mainly women who spread seeds, hoe, and aeration the soil
and harvest crops.

From the First Seed Spread in the Soil to the Present Age

According to research, women started the first trials by planting wheat seeds
in the fertile soils of Mesopotamia, fed by the Tigris and Euphrates, approxi-
mately eight to ten thousand years ago. Findings in Anatolia and many parts
of the world support the role of women in the early stages of agriculture. A
recent study on Ancient bones (5300-4600 BC) shows that women’s physi-
cal labor was crucial to shaping the agricultural revolution in Europe (Price
2017). Scientists analyzing the findings conclude that the upper body of wo-
men at that time was stronger than even today’s elite female athletes. This
indicates that women hoed the soil, planted the seedlings, harvested the
crops, cut wood, and carried water. It is thought that women do all this work
with their young children by their side. These seminal studies help us to tra-
ce women's historical connection with agricultural production. Well, why do
you think agriculture became women'’s work? Are women closer to nature, as
some cultural eco-feminists claim? Or, is there really an identity between na-
ture and woman? Are some words such as “mother earth” and “motherland”
products of this closeness? On the contrary, trying to establish an identity
between woman and nature only helps to reproduce the dualities of natu-
re/culture, emotion/mind, woman/man. This approach does not explain the
inequality between women and men also helps to naturalize and legitimize
this inequality. However, the closer the woman is to nature, the closer the
men are; as much as men are cultural beings, women are also cultural beings.
As for the labor processes, the labor activities of women and men have been
shaped by social and material relations throughout history. The opinion sup-
ported by many researchers is that women'’s first groundbreaking agricultural
experiments in human history are likely related to their being primary compi-
lers/gatherers in hunter-gatherer societies. Gatherer women know very well
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the vegetation and animal diversity of the region they live. For example, the
Mbuti Pygmy women of Zaire know more than a hundred fruit trees, about
fifty medical knowledge, and eighteen sources of poisons and toxins used in
hunting and fishing (Bates 2009: 120). Gathering women witness the annual
development of plants, plant roots, and fruits in their region. Thousands of
women, such as the Mbuti women, must have noticed the cyclicity of nature
and plants and started to spread the seeds on the soil. The fact that women
are the main producers in horticulture, preceding the transition to agriculture,
supports this opinion. Horticulture is small-scale agricultural production only
with simple labor tools such as hoes or wands to dig holes. A study of 515
horticultural societies showed that women do most of the agricultural work in
half of these communities; in 33 percent, men and women work almost equ-
ally. Only in 17 percent of them, men work more than women (Kottak 2008).
Let’s look at one of these communities, the Iroquois people, who are the origi-
nal owners of the land in the fertile mid-latitude region of New York state. Like
many other neighboring communities, the Iroquois people grew corn, beans,
and squash. Again, like women in other neighboring communities, Iroquo-
is women were working harder than men. According to the Jesuit observer
Bressani, women took all responsibilities of households, cultivating the fields,
cutting and carrying firewood, and cooking (Maisels 1999: 203). Today, just
like the Iroquois women, women in the Eastern Black Sea Region carry water,
cook, and pick tea leaves.” Today, in Turkey, women are the main producers
at almost every stage of agricultural production, from subsistence production
to production for the market. They work mostly as unwaged family laborers
just like women from the Black Sea, but they also work waged workers or se-
asonal workers in big farms.

K’k *k

Women'’s contribution to agriculture is not limited to growing grain, rice, tea,
fruit, and vegetables. During the Neolithic revolution, women also develo-
ped the tools necessary to cultivate the soil, such as hoes and sickles, and
special tools, such as baskets and pots, to store products. In the beginning,
women plowed the soil with their own power; later, they invented the plow.
The plow saved women from the hardest work. However, with the invention
of the plow, women were expelled from plowing, losing both their monopoly
on grain growing and the superior social status conferred on them. Plowing

1 For a detailed study, see Karagimen and Degirmenci (2019).
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the field with plow has become a man'’s job. We see a similar transformation
in the tobacco fields in the villages of Bafra in the 2000s. In the villages of
Bafra, stringing the tobacco leaves to dry was accepted as a woman'’s job for
years. As soon as thousands of leaves were picked, it was a very laborious and
time-consuming task to string them one by one without tearing any. In the
2000s, the tobacco stringing machine was invented; it came into use in 2008-
2009. The machine made it much easier to string tobacco leaves. Then, men
who had never touched tobacco leaves before began to string them with the
machine. It is the irony of history; the theses claiming that men take on diffi-
cult tasks and women take on easier ones have been falsified for 5,000 years.
Of course, this tells us more than this. The gender division of labor is not a
completed process; on the contrary, it is changing, transforming. However,
this transformation does not happen spontaneously but is determined by the
struggle between men and women.

Women not only produced various products from the soil, but they also made
them into food -made bread, cooked vegetables, and set tables-. As the surp-
lus product increased, they developed storage methods. They smoked fish
and meat; they made fruits and herbs dried; they made pickles from vege-
tables. The brewery is also a product of this period. During feudal Europe, in
many regions, brewers were women. Sheila Rowbotham (1977: 2) explains
the word “Brewer” to mean the woman who makes beer.

Gatherer women had known plants and then used this information in the tran-
sition to agricultural production. With this knowledge of nature, women have
been healers and herbalists in almost every society, from the Sumerians to
the Egyptians, from the ancient world to Feudal Europe. However, at the early
stages of the capitalist transformation, this began to change. Healing and mi-
dwifery had become an area of science and paid employment. Men opened
medical schools and gathered women'’s ancient knowledge; however, they
did not accept women to these schools. Not only that, they began to expel
women systematically from this field of work. Gradually, midwifery and hea-
ling became a men’s job.

The main responsibilities were carried by women, not only in the works in
agriculture but also in the care and rearing of small cattle. Nowadays, just
as in the past, women feed the animals, milk them and clean the barns. For
example, “Berivan” in Kurdish means a woman who goes to milk the animals.
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Women Plant, Men ‘Reap’

However, in agricultural production, which is mainly based on women'’s la-
bor, lands, products, and incomes have been concentrated in the hands of
men for centuries. It is possible to see this inequality in certain degrees in al-
most every community. Let’s look at an example in the Melbas, who live in
Papua New Guinea. As Marcel Mauss shows, the primary form of the social
relationship of early communities is gift-giving. Gift-giving is very important
in Melbas, too. At Mocha feasts, Melba men give pigs as gifts; these pigs are
considered the most precious gift. Well, who do you think raises the pigs?
Women, of course. But women do not have any rights on pigs; for example,
they cannot exchange gifts with pigs. Only men can give these pigs as gifts
and gain reputation (Josephides 1985). To present a similar example, now
we come to completely different geography -again to the tobacco fields of
Bafra-. An elderly uncle, whom we met in the village of Elifli in Bafra while in-
terviewing tobacco producers, summarized the sexist division of labor em-
bedded in tobacco fields -and actually in many others-: “I never touch the
tobacco leaves in the field; | talk to the trader, | talk to the expert, | talk to the
bank officers” (Yaman Ozturk ve Akduran 2010). Just as like this uncle, the
maijority of men are landed proprietors. They do not spend labor in fields but
sell the products, take the money themselves and deposit it into their own ac-
count at the bank. Here are two societies in two different geographies of the
world, in two different historical periods, with two different organizations, and
even with two different forms of exchange - gift exchange and commodity
exchange-; yet, the sexist division of labor works similarly. Women produce,
tame, livestock raising; however, products are appropriated, taken to market
(or feasts), and sold (or exchange as a gift) by men. Men gain income or pres-
tige from women'’s labor.

Not only today, but from the earliest stages of the Neolithic, as the surplus pro-
duct grew and the warehouses filled, it was men, not women, who were get-
ting prospered. Obviously, men should have acquired social privileges before
agriculture; thus, they were able to appropriate the products produced by wo-
men. Moreover, while men strengthened their social position, they oppressed
women more strongly. In other words, the surplus product strengthened male
domination. Lise Vogel (2015) argues that throughout history, women have
made limited contributions to social production in her groundbreaking work,
Marxism and the Oppression of Women. We find an even sharper expression
of this thought in The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State by
Friedrich Engels. Engels claims that with the “world-historical defeat” -that
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is, with the transition to the patriarchal monogamous family-, women were
subjugated and excluded from social production. It is surely not possible to
examine this multidimensional discussion here, but it may be useful to remind
this: The role of women in agricultural production questions this view. First,
the assumption that women do not participate in social production collapses
with that agriculture has always been women’s work. Further, women'’s labor
processes are not limited to agriculture. Feminist studies show that women
have worked in workshops and do domestic services for ages in addition to
their ancient jobs, such as healing, child, and elderly care. Second, the cau-
sal relation that Engels established between the oppression of women and
their exclusion from social production also weaken. On the contrary, we see
that agriculture, with which women have contributed tremendously to social
production, has become the instrument of the decline of their social position.
Therefore, women cannot reap what they sow; inequality in all areas of so-
ciety is also painfully felt in the agricultural labor process.

Conclusion
Girl Pick the Tea Leaves, Girls Brew the Tea

As a result, women have always been the main productive force in agricultu-
re; however, in almost every society, at every stage of production, they have
been exposed to inequalities. While women undertake all the burden of agri-
culture, they have no rights on either products or income.

Moreover, women have a workload in the houses in addition to their agricul-
tural work. They also undertake the reproductive necessities of the househol-
ds and reproduce society as well as people. Women, for sure, may need a cup
of tea to relieve their tiredness after this heavy workload. But tea is expected
to brew by women, too. Well, does a cup of tea help women relieve their tired-
ness? Yes, certainly. However, what is necessary is to change the division of
labor in every social area -in houses, in fields, and tea plantations-, and estab-
lish more egalitarian relations. Thus, both picking tea leaves and brewing tea
should become men’s work, as well as women’s work.
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Turkiye'de Cay Tariminda Yeni
Dinamikler ve Yeni Sorular

Umut Ulukan

Giris

Turkiye'de ¢ay tanimi Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi’'nde Gurcistan sininndan bas-
layarak Ordu ilinin Fatsa ilcesine kadar olan kusakta yapilmaktadir. Bu bolge
icerisinde basta Rize olmak uzere Ordu, Giresun, Trabzon ve Artvin illerinde
cay Vyetistiriciligi vardir. Gurcistan sinirindan Trabzon ilinin Arakli ilcesine ka-
dar olan alan Turkiye'de cay yetistirilmesi bakimindan en elverisli ve birinci
derecede verimli cay Uretim alanlari arasinda yer almaktadir. Bu bélge, dunya-
da cay yetistiriciligi yapilan alanlar icerisinde en 6nemli bolgeler arasinda yer
almaktadir. Turkiye, Cin, Hindistan, Kenya ve Sri Lanka’nin ardindan dunyanin
besinci buyuk kuru cay Ureticisi olmasi nedeniyle cay tretimi Dogu Karadeniz
Bolgesi’'nde hanehalklarinin en énemli gelir kaynagidir.”

Cay uretilen kusak icinde Rize ili, cay ekili alan, ¢ay Ureticisi ve yas ¢ay Uretimi
acisindan ilk sirada yer almaktadir. Toplam cay ekili alanlarin %66'si, ¢cay Ureti-
cilerinin %63'U ve toplam yas cay Uretiminin ise %69'u Rize'de gerceklesmek-
tedir. Toplamda yaklasik 200 bin yas cay ureticisi 830 bin dekarin Gzerinde
alanda cay tarimi gerceklestirmektedir. Ancak Turkiye tariminda gerceklesen
neoliberal donusum Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi'nin findik ile birlikte en 6nemli
arunu olan cay tarimini da etkilemektedir. Bu calisma 2000°li yillarla birlikte
hizlanan tarimdaki kapitalist dontsumun cay tarimina ve cay Ureticilerine et-
kisini tartismayl amacglamaktadir. Bu dogrultuda énce ¢ay tarimindaki emek
sureclerini, bu emek yogun surecteki farkli dinamikler ve bunun nedenleri ele
alinacak ardindan cay sektéruntn yapisi, CAYKUR'un kota kontenjan uygula-
malarinin etkileri tartigilacaktir. Son olarak ¢ay tarimini bekleyen yeni sorular
ve sorunlar vurgulanacaktir.

1 Calismanin sinirliligl ve sayfa kisitlamasi nedeniyle Tiirkiye’de bir meta olarak ¢ayin tarih-
sel serlivenine yer verilmeyecektir. Bu konuda nitelikli bir ¢alisma icin: Geng (2010) ve Geng
(2016).
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Tablo 1: Turkiye'de illere Gére Cay Ekili Alan, Uretici Sayisi ve Yas Cay
Uretimi (2020)

Caylik Alan Cay Ureticisi* Yas Cay Uretimi

(Dekar) % *2019 verisi % (Ton) %
Rize 554.155 66,4 126.531 63,4 972.324 68,6
Trabzon 169.685 20,3 46.816 23,5 271.568 19,2
Artvin 90.234 10,8 19.171 9,6 141.471 10,0
Giresun 20.338 24 7.102 3,6 32.170 2,3
TOPLAM  834.412 100 199.620 100 1.417.533 100

Kaynak: TUIK Bitkisel Uretim istatistikleri ve CAYKUR Faaliyet Raporu, 2020

Cay Tariminda Emek Sitirecleri ve Hane Digi Emegin Yayginlagmasi

Cay tanmi oldukca emek yogun bir sureci icermektedir: Mart-Nisan aylarinda
gubreleme ardindan ot isi olarak bélgede adlandirilan yabani otlarin temizlen-
mesi gibi caylik alanlarin bakim isleri ve sonrasinda da ¢ayin hasat edildigi t¢
sturgun dénemi. Bu dénemler bélgeye ve rakima gore degisse de kabaca sira-
siyla U¢ sirgunu Mayis, Temmuz, Eylul olarak dustnebiliriz. Hasat sonrasinda
ise cay kirma denilen 3. sirgun sonrasi ya da Subat ayinda yapilan budama isi
gelmektedir. Tum bu emek yogun sureg, ¢ay Ureticisi olan haneler tarafindan
uc farkli bicimde tamamlanmaktadir. Cay uretici hanelerin bir kismi yalnizca
hane emegini kullanarak cay Uretimini gerceklestirenlerden olusmaktadir. Bu
hanelerin cogunlugu 5 dekar altinda caylik alani olan ve cogunlukla merkeze
uzak koylerde yasamini surduren hanelerdir. Belitmemiz gerekir ki yalnizca
hane emegi kullanan Ureticilerde kadinlar tum bu surecin buyuk cogunlugu-
nu ustlenmis durumdalar. Diger cay Uretici hane tipleri ise tcretli emek kulla-
narak ¢ay Uretimini gerceklestirenler ile ¢aylik alanlarini yariciya verenlerdir.
Ucretli emek kullanimina baktigimizda yevmiyeli ya da goturd Geret usulilyle
calisanlarin varligini gozlemlemekteyiz. Ucretli emege baktigimizda son iki
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yillik Covid-19 pandemi dénemini disarida birakirsak, Gurcu iscgilerin cay Ure-
timinde buyuk agiriginin oldugunu séylemek mamkuandar.

Yillar icinde cayda hane disi emege olan talep surekli artmaktadir. Bu artisin
temel nedeni neler olabilir? Oncelikle elbette 1980'ler sonrasi tarimda yasa-
nan neoliberal yeniden yapilanma ve 2000'lerle hizlanan dénusumle birlikte
Turkiye'de kirsal yapilarda yasanan ¢ozulmenin etkili oldugunu soyleyebiliriz.
Bununla birlikte ve bu surecin de bir sonucu olarak yasanan go¢ sureci ve
ozellikle son yillarda hizlanan nufusun yaslanmasi bolgede cay uretiminde
hane disi emege olan talepteki artisin en 6nemli sebepleri olarak karsimiza
cikmaktadir.

Dunya o6lceginde 1980°li yillarda gec kapitalistlesen ulkelerin cogunda ya-
sandigi gibi Turkiye'de de tarimsal politikalarda devletin bir 6nceki déneme
ait ‘koruyucu ve duzenleyici’ anlayisi degismis, tarim Uretiminde piyasa sart-
larinin 6ne ¢iktig bir politika izlenmistir (Ulukan 2009). 1970’lerde sermaye
birikim surecinin i¢ine girdigi kriz, kapitalizmin uluslararasi boyutta yeniden
yapilanmasi strecini dogurmustur. Krizden c¢ikis stratejilerin somutlastigi ne-
oliberal politikalar, ge¢ kapitalistlesen ulkelerin tarimini ve kirsal yapilarini
dogrudan ve dolayli olarak etkilemistir. Devletin tarimsal alandan cekilmesiile
birlikte tarima yonelik desteklemeler sinirlandirilmis ve tarimsal kurumlar 6zel-
lestirilmistir. Bu stre¢ Turkiye’'de de kirsal yapilarin hizla ¢dézulmesini berabe-
rinde getirmistir. TUIK (2021a) verilerine gére 1980 yilinda tarimda istihdam
edilenlerin orani %56 iken 2020 yilinda %17,6'ya gerilemistir. Bir baska ifade
ile 1990l yillarda 9 milyonlara ulasan tarimda ¢alisan sayisi 2020 yilinda 4.7
milyon seviyesine gerilemistir. Tarimda yasanan neoliberal déntsumun Kir-
sal hanelerde yarattigi yoksulluk, hanelerin yeni gecim stratejileri uretmesine
neden olmus ve bu baglamda gelirini cesitlendirmek zorunda kalan haneler
tarimda ya da tarim digi islerde Ucretli calisma olanaklarina yonelmis boylece
kismen ya da tamamen tarimsal Uretimden ¢ekilmislerdir.

Kirsal ntfustaki ve tanimsal istihdamdaki bu gerilemeye dayanarak, tarimsal
gelir olanaklari azalan ve kendini yeniden tUretemeyen tarimsal Ureticilerin bir
kisminin tanim digi gecici ve ¢coklu islerde Ucret karsiligi calismaya basladiklar
ve kirdan kente bir gé¢ yogunlugunun oldugdu ileri strulebilir. Gercekten de
1980°den sonra tarimda ¢ozulmenin hiz kazanmasiyla kirda hane disindan
emek talebi artmistir. Bu emek talebinin artisinda, kiguk olcekli aile ciftciligi-
ne dayali kirsal yapida kirdan kente goc ile azalan nufusun etkisinin yani sira
kirdaki nufusun yaglanmasi ve miras yoluyla kuculen araziler de etkili olmus-
tur. Hanelerin isgucu ihtiyaci yerli mevsimlik emegin yani sira yabanci gog-
men emegi ile de karsilanmaktadir. Kirdan kente go¢ edenler arasinda ilk sira-
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yI Karadeniz ve i¢ Anadolu Bolgesi'nden gelenler almaktadir (Ozbay ve Yucel
2001). Rize, Artvin ve Trabzon’un net gog hizlarina baktigimizda 1970'lerden
bugtne kadar surekli negatif degerde oldugunu gérmekteyiz. En yuksek go¢
verilen yillar 1985-1990 yillari arasi olsa da bu illerin surekli go¢ veren yapisi
halen devam etmektedir (Cigerci Ulukan ve Ulukan 2018). Bu durumun bol-
gede hane disi emege olan talebi artirdigi aciktir.

Bolgenin net go¢ veren yapisinin yani sira istihdam yapisindaki degisim de
emek talebini etkilemektedir. 2005 yilinda Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi'nde bir
milyon seksen sekiz bin olan toplam istihdamin %57’si tarimda istihdam edi-
lirken, 2020 yilinda istihdam neredeyse ayni kalmasina ragmen tarimin payi
%41'e gerilemistir. Bu veriler Ucretsiz aile emegindeki dususle birlikte deger-
lendirildiginde bolgede hane icerisindeki emegdin tarim disina yoneldigi so-
nucuna varilabilir. Bu durum tarimsal Uretimi devam ettiren hanelerin, hane
disindan yabanci emede olan talebini kaginilmaz olarak artirmaktadir.

Hane disindan yabanci emege olan ihtiyacin artmasinda gogle birlikte kirsal
yaslanmada oldukca etkilidir. Yasli nafus tarimsal Gretimi devam ettirmek icin
hane disindan yabanci emege ihtiya¢c duymaktadir. Kirsal alanlarda yasli nu-
fusta gorulen artislar inceledigimizde 6zellikle Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi yuk-
sek oranlariyla dikkat cekmektedir. Cay Uretiminin en 6nemli tg¢ ili olan Artvin,
Rize ve Trabzon'u ele aldigimizda yasli nafus oranlari sirasiyla %17,1; %13,2 ve
%13'tur. Ayrica Artvin, Rize ve Trabzon illerinde tek kisilik yasli hane halklari-
nin toplam hane halklari icindeki orani ise %9'dur. Bu oran Turkiye genelinde
ise %6'dir. Tek kisilik hane halklarinin %74°Unu ise kadinlar olusturmaktadir
(TUIK 2021b). Bu durum Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi'nde ¢ay Uretiminde yabanci
goéecmen emegi, yerli Ucretli emek ve yaricilik gibi emek kullanim bigcimlerinin
yayginlagmasi ile sonuc¢lanmaktadir.

Sonuc olarak bélgede cay tariminda yeni calismaiiliskileri ve yeni gé¢ bicimleri
gelismektedir. Ozellikle cay Uretiminde cogunlugunu Gurctu gbégmen isgilerin
olusturdugu gécmen emeginin varligi s6z konusudur. Bunun disinda 6zellik-
le yoksul kirsal hanelerin bir gecim stratejisi olarak ¢ay tariminda tcretli ola-
rak calismalari yerli Gcretli emegin varligini da devam ettirmektedir. Bir baska
emek kullanim bicimi ise yariciliktir. Bolgede caylik alanlarini toplayamayan
hanelerin bu alanlari yariciya verdikleri gozlemlenmektedir (Guler-Muftioglu
2009; Cigerci Ulukan ve Ulukan 2018). Yarici olarak cay Uretimi yapanlarin bir
kismi bolgedeki hali hazirda ¢ay Ureticisi olan bagka haneler iken; tarim iscisi
olarak bolgede bulunan Gurct gdé¢cmenlerin bir kisminin da yaricilik yaptigi
gozlemlenmektedir. Ayrica findik Uretiminin yogun oldugu Ordu’nun kirsal
bolgelerinden de (6zellikle ikizce, Kumru, Korgan) gelen haneler cay Ureti-
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minde yaricilik yapmaktadir. Karadeniz'in farkli bélgelerinden ¢ay tretiminde
yaricilik yapmak Uzere bolgeye gelip yerlesen ailelerin varligi Karagimen ve
Degirmenci (2019) tarafindan da saptanmaktadir.

Kota-Kontenjan Uygulamalari ve Ozel Sektériun Yiikselisi

1984 yilina kadar devlet tekeli altinda sturdurualen cay isletmeciligi Aralik 1984
tarihli ve 3092 sayili ‘Cay Kanunu'’ ile liberalize edilerek gergek ve tuzel kisile-
rin yas cay isleme ve paketleme fabrikalari kurup isletebilmelerinin, ihtiyaclari
olan yas cay yapragini dogrudan Ureticilerden satin alabilmelerinin 6nu acil-
mistir (Geng 2016; Yasan Ataseven 2012). Bu tarihten sonra ¢ay Uretiminde
ozel sektoran payi giderek buyuamustar. 2017 yiinda CAYKUR ilk kez yas cay
aliminda 6zel sektértn gerisine dasmustar. 2017 yilinda CAYKUR 525 bin ton
yas cay alimi gerceklestirirken, 6zel sektér 746 bin ton yas cay alimi gercek-
lestirmistir. (CAYSIAD 2020). Sekil 1'de 6zel sektoran hem yas cay alimindaki
hem de kuru cay Uretimindeki yillar icindeki yukselisi acikca goralmektedir.

Sekil 1: Ozel Sektoér ve CAYKUR'un Yas Cay Alim Miktarlari ve Kuru Cay Uretimi
(bin ton)
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Kaynak: CAYKUR ve CAYSIAD verilerinden derlenmistir.
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Tablo 2: CAYKUR ve Ozel Sektor Fabrika Sayilari ve Kapasiteleri (2019)

CAYKUR OZEL SEKTOR TOPLAM

Sayi Kapasite Sayi Kapasite  Sayi Kapasite

(ton/gtlin) (ton/giin) (ton/glin)
Rize 33 6.450 183 7.955 215 14.405
Trabzon 8 1.510 26 1.225 34 2.735
Artvin 4 880 7 310 11 1.190
Giresun 1 180 12 480 13 660
Ordu - - 1 30 1 30
G.TOPLAM 46 9.020 229 10.000 274 19.020

Kaynak: CAYKUR 2019 Yili Cay Sektora Raporu

2019 yili rakamlariyla CAYKUR toplam 46 c¢ay isleme tesisine sahipken 6zel
sektdérde bu rakam 229'dur. Bu kuru cay isleme tesislerinin toplam kapasite-
lerine baktigimizda ise CAYKUR 46 fabrikada gunltk toplam 9.020 ton kapa-
siteye sahipken, 6zel sektore ait 229 tesiste gunluk toplam 10.000 ton isleme
kapasitesi mevcuttur. Turkiye'de cay piyasasina baktigimizda son vyillarda
%49-52 araliginda dalgalanan CAYKUR'u, Unilever, Doguscay ve Coca Cola
bunyesindeki Dogadan takip etmektedir (Karagcimen ve Degirmenci 2018:
74). CAYKUR'un 2017 yilinda Varlik Fonu’na devredilmesiyle birlikte baslayan
ozellestirme tartismalarini da degerlendirdigimizde cay sektdérunde ulusal ve
uluslararasi sermayenin éGnumuzdeki donemde agirliginin artacagini d6ngor-
mek mamkundur. Kaldi ki CAYKUR'un uygulamakta oldugu kota ve kontenjan
uygulamalar yas cay Ureticilerini caylarini 6zel firmalara satmak zorunda bi-
rakmaktadir. Orgutsuz olan gay Ureticileri igin bu streg esit olmayan bir iligkiyi
yansitmakta ve bagimli tretim ile sonu¢lanmaktadir.

Ote yandan kamuya taslaklari yansiyan yeni Cay Kanunu calismalari, cayda
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da sozlesmeli tanim modeline gecilebilecegine dair ipuclari sunmaktadir.?
Ozel sektorun agirliginin artmasi ve CAYKUR'un 6zellestirilmesi tartismalariyla
birlikte degerlendirdigimizde 6nimuzdeki yillarda s6zlesmeli tarim modelinin
¢ay tannminda da yayginlasacagini dusunebiliriz. Peki tum bu gelismeler yas
¢ay Ureticilerini nasil etkileyebilir? Bu noktada yas c¢ay Ureticilerinin homojen
bir grup olmadigi uyarisini yapmamiz gerekir. Tarimsal Ureticiler farkli sinifsal
dinamiklere sahiptir dolayisiyla ktictk meta ureticileri ile buyuk toprakli zen-
gin/kapitalistlesmis ciftciler elbette bu stregten farkli etkilenecektir.

Toprak buyukluklerine gore cay Ureticilerine baktigimizda 2019 yilinda bes
dekardan daha az topraga sahip kucuk cay ureticilerin orani %72'dir. Ancak
bu kacuk ureticilerin orani azalmaktadir, 1998 yilinda 5 dekardan daha az
caylik alana sahip kuguk ureticilerin orani %80'di. Kuguk Ureticilerdeki bu aza-
lis egilimine karsin 5-10 dekar topraga sahip orta ureticiler ve 10 dekar topra-
gin Uzerinde ¢aylik alanlara sahip buyuk ureticilerin oraniise artig egilimdedir.
5-10 dekar araliginda caylik alana sahip Ureticiler son 22 yilda %17'den %23
oranina yukselirken, 10 dekarin tzerinde caylik alana sahip Ureticilerin ora-
ni %3'den %5.2'ye cikmistir (Caykur Sektor Raporlar). Elbette bu veriler yas
gay ureticilerinde yasanan sinifsal farklilasmayi agiklamak igin yeterli degil-
dir. Ancak 6numuzdeki surecte cay politikalarinda yasanmasi olasi gorinen
degisimler, 6zellikle s6zlesmeli cay uretiminin yayginlagmasi bu farklilagmayi
hizlandirabilir® (Kars. Guler-Mufttoglu 2009; Geng 2016; Karacimen ve Degir-
menci 2019).

Sonug Yerine: Yeni Sorular/Sorunlar

Turkiye'de Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi'nde basta Rize ardindan Trabzon ve Art-
vin illerinde yer alan yas ¢ay Ureticilerini ve ¢cay tarimini Snimuzdeki surecte
nasil bir degisim/dénusum bekliyor? Bu soruyu yeni sorularla genisletmek
mumkun. CAYKUR'un 6zellestirilme sureci, yeni cay kanunu, cay sektérun-
deki yapisal dontusumler 6numuzdeki yillarda cay tarimini ve cay Ureticilerini
bekleyen yeni sorulari ve sorunlari olusturacaktir. Bu stre¢ bolgede yeni gog
bicimlerinin, yeni ¢calisma iliskilerinin ve yeni emek kullanim bigimlerinin dog-
masina yol acabilir. Bu yeni olasi gelismeler acisindan sozlesmeli tarim mode-

2 Cay tariminda so6zlesmeli tarim modelinin uygulanmasi kamuya yansiyan Cay Kanunu tasa-
rilarinin 6ncesinde 2001 yilinda yayinlanan Sekizinci Bes Yillik Kalkinma Plani Gida Sanayii Ozel
ihtisas Komisyonu Cay Sanayii Alt komisyonu Raporu’da da yer almaktadir. Bkz. DPT (2001).

3 Giler-Miftlioglu 2009 tarihli Rize Pazar ilgesi Yiicehisar Kéyiinde yapmis oldugu niteliksel
¢alismasinda kiigiik cay Ureticiliginin giderek tasfiye olacagini 6ngérmektedir.
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linin cayda da uygulanmasi cay ureticilerinin farklilasmasina da yol agabilir.

Tanmsal Uretimin mevsimsel olmasi, dogal nedenlere bagli, tahmin edileme-
yen risklerinin olmasi ve emek denetiminin zor olmasi sebebiyle firmalarin cay
aretiminde dogrudan kapitalist bir yatinm (kurumsal Gretim) yerine sozlesmeli
tarim yoluyla tum bu riskleri Uretici Gzerine kaydirmasi daha mumkun gozuk-
mektedir. Sermayenin bir denetim bicimi olan s6zlesmeli tarimla birlikte fir-
malar Uretim surecini denetleyebilmekte, verimliligi maksimize edebilmekte
ayrica Uretim sureci disinda, degisim surecinde de karini maksimize edebil-
mektedir (Davis 1980). Bu baglamda cay Uretiminde sdzlesmeli tarima gecil-
mesiyle, borglanma-kredi/faiz mekanizmasi, sahip olunan toprak buyuklagu
ve bagimli uretim gibi degiskenler so6zlesmeli yas cay ureticilerin farklilasma-
sini hizlandirici bir etki yapmasi 6ngorulebilir.



New Dynamics and New Questions in
Tea Farming in Turkey

Umut Ulukan

Introduction

Tea farming in Turkey is engaged in the Eastern Black Sea Region, from the
Georgian border to the Fatsa of Ordu province. In this region, tea is produced
especially in the provinces of Rize, Ordu, Giresun, Trabzon and Artvin. The area
from the Georgian border to the Arakli district of Trabzon province is among
the most arable and first-degree productive tea production lands in Turkey.
This region is the most important area among the tea producing areas in the
world. Tea production is the most important source of income for households
in the Eastern Black Sea Region, as Turkey is the fifth largest processed tea
producer in the world after China, India, Kenya and Sri Lanka.”

Table 1: Tea Cultivated Area, Number of Growers and Fresh Tea Production
by Province in Turkey (2020)

Area reserved for tea  Number of Tea Production of green tea

plantation (Decare) = Growers* leaves (Tons)
% % %
Rize 554,155  66.4 126,531 63.4 972,324 68.6
Trabzon 169,685  20.3 46,816  23.5 271,568 19.2
Artvin 90,234 10.8 19,171 9.6 141,471 10.0
Giresun 20,338 24 7,102 3.6 32,170 2.3
TOTAL 834,412 100 199,620 100 1,417,533 100

Source: Turkish Statistical Institute Crop Production Statistics and CAYKUR
Activity Report, 2020.

%2019 Data
1 Due to the limitation of the study and the page limitation, the historical adventure of tea

as a commodity in Turkey will not be included. For a qualified study on this subject see Geng
(2010) and Geng (2016).
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Rize province is in the first place in terms of tea planted area, number of tea
growers and fresh tea production within the tea producing zone. 66% of the
total tea planted lands, 63% of the tea producers and 69% of the total fresh tea
production takes place in Rize. In total, approximately 200 thousand fresh tea
producers carry out tea agriculture on an area of over 830 thousand decares.
However, the neoliberal transformation in Turkish agriculture also affects tea
agriculture, which is the most important product of the Eastern Black Sea Re-
gion along with hazelnut. This study aims to discuss the effect of the capitalist
transformation in agriculture, which accelerated in the 2000s, on tea agricul-
ture and tea producers. First the labour processes in tea agriculture and the
different dynamics in this labour-intensive process will be analyzed, then the
structure of the tea industry and the effects of CAYKUR’s quota applications
will be discussed. Finally, new questions and problems that tea agriculture
faces will be highlighted.

Labour Process and Expansion of Non-Household Labour in Tea
Agriculture

Tea farming involves a quite labour intensive process. This process starts with
fertilizing in March and April and then continues with weeding and finally
three harvesting periods come. Although these periods vary according to the
region and altitude, we can roughly think of the three tea harvesting periods
as May, July and September. Pruning is done after the third harvesting period
or in February. All this labour intensive process is completed by tea growers
households in three different ways. Some households use only household la-
bour. The majority of these households have a tea area of less than 5 decares
and mostly live-in villages far from the center. It should be noted that women
have undertaken the majority of this process. On the other hand some house-
holds use wage labour and some of them give their tea fields to sharecrop-
pers. If we exclude the last two-year Covid-19 pandemic period, it is possible
to say that the majority of wage labour is Georgian workers in the region.

Over the years, the demand for non-household labour has been constantly
increasing. What could be the main reason for this increase? First of all, we
can say that with the neoliberal restructuring in agriculture after the 1980s
and the agrarian change could be the main reason. However, the (rural to ur-
ban) internal migration process and the aging of the population, particularly
in recent years, are the most important reasons for this increase.

As it was experienced in most of the late capitalist countries in the world in the
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1980s, the “regulatory understanding of the state in agricultural policies of the
previous period changed in Turkey, and a policy in which market conditions
came to the fore was followed in agricultural production (Ulukan, 2009). The
capital accumulation crisis in the 1970s led to the process of restructuring of
capitalism on an international scale. Neoliberal policies, directly and indirect-
ly affected the agriculture and rural structures of the late capitalist countries.
With the withdrawal of the state from agriculture, agricultural subsidies were
limited and agricultural institutions were privatized. This process has brought
about the rapid dissolution of rural structures in Turkey. According to Turk-
Stat (2021a) data, while the rate of those employed in agriculture was 56% in
1980, it decreased to 17.6% in 2020. In other words, the number of workers
in agriculture, which reached 9 million in the 1990s, decreased to 4.7 million
in 2020. The poverty created by the neoliberal transformation in agriculture
in rural households has caused them to produce new livelihood strategies. In
this context, the households, which had to diversify their income, turned to
paid employment opportunities in agriculture or non-agricultural jobs, thus
withdrawing partially or completely from agricultural production. Based on
this decline in rural population and agricultural employment, it can be argued
that some of the agricultural producers, whose agricultural income oppor-
tunities have decreased and cannot reproduce themselves, have started to
work in non-agricultural temporary and multiple jobs, and there is a migration
density from rural to urban areas. Indeed, after 1980s the demand for wage
labour increased. In addition to the effect of the decreasing population due to
migration from rural to urban in the rural structure based on small-scale family
farming, the aging of the rural population and the shrinking lands through
inheritance were also effective in the increase in this demand for labour. The
labour needs of the households are met by foreign migrant labour as well as
domestic seasonal labour. The first place among those who migrated from
the countryside to the city is those coming from the Black Sea and Central
Anatolia Regions (Ozbay ve Yucel, 2001). The net migration rates of Rize, Art-
vin and Trabzon have been in negative value since the 1970s. Although the
years with the highest number of immigrants were between 1985 and 1990,
the continuous migration structure of these provinces still continues (Cigerci
Ulukan and Ulukan, 2018). It is clear that this situation increases the demand
for non-household labour in the region.

In addition to the net migration structure of the region, the change in the em-
ployment structure also affects the demand for labour. While 57% of the total
employment, which was 1,088,000 in the Eastern Black Sea Region in 2005,
were in agriculture sector, in 2020, although employment remained almost
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the same, the share of agriculture decreased to 41%. When these data are
evaluated together with the decrease in unpaid family labour, it can be con-
cluded that the labour in the household in the region is directed out of agri-
culture. This situation inevitably increases the demand of the households for
non-household foreign labour.

Rural aging is also an important factor in increasing the need for foreign la-
bour. The elderly population needs foreign labour to continue agricultural
production. When we examine the increases in the elderly population in rural
areas, especially the Eastern Black Sea Region attracts attention with its high
rates. The elderly population rates of Artvin, Rize and Trabzon, the three most
important provinces of tea production, are 17.1%, 13.2% and 13% respective-
ly. In addition, the rate of one-person households in the total households in
Artvin, Rize and Trabzon provinces is 9%. This rate is 6% in Turkey. Women
constitute 74% of one-person households (TurkStat, 2021b). This situation
results in the widespread use of labour forms such as foreign migrant labouir,
domestic wage labour and sharecropping in tea production in the Eastern
Black Sea Region.

As a result, new labour relations and new forms of migration are developing
in tea agriculture in the region. Firstly tea production is carried out by for-
eign labour, mostly Georgian migrant workers. On the other hand as long as
waged labour as a livelihood strategy of poor rural households in tea farming,
the existence of domestic wage labour continues. Another form of labour is
sharecropping. It is observed that the households that cannot harvest their
tea have to leave their tea gardens to sharecroppers (Guler-Mufttioglu, 2009;
Cigerci Ulukan ve Ulukan, 2018). While some of the sharecroppers are the
other tea growers in the region, some of the sharecroppers are Georgian mi-
grants. Furthermore households coming from rural areas of Ordu (especially
ikizce, Kumru, Korgan) are also work as sharecroppers here. Karagimen and
Degirmenci (2019) also determined the existence of families who came and
settled in the region from different regions of the Black Sea to work as share-
croppers in tea production.

Quota Applications and the Rise of the Private Sector

The tea business, which was carried out under a state monopoly until 1984,
was liberalized with the “Tea Law” dated December 1984 (Geng, 2016; Yasan
Ataseven, 2012). After this date, the share of the private sector in tea produc-
tion has gradually increased. In 2017, CAYKUR fell behind the private sector
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in the purchase of green tea leaves for the first time. While CAYKUR purchased
525 thousand tons of green tea leaves in 2017, the private sector purchased
746 thousand tons (CAYSIAD, 2020). Figure 1 clearly shows the increase in
both the purchase of green tea leaves and the production of dried tea by the
private sector over the years.

Figure 1: Green Tea Leaves Purchase Amounts and Dried Tea Production by
the Private Sector and CAYKUR

900 180
800 160
700 140
600 120
500 100
400 80
300 60
200 40
100 20
0 0
P e dases838ay 22 Fane388349 258
2222322288888 TSR
a—CAYKUR e (JZEL SEKTOR e CAYKUR o OZEL SEKTOR

Source: Adapted from CAYKUR and CAYSIAD data.

Table 2: Number and Capacities of CAYKUR and Private Sector Factories (2019)

CAYKUR PRIVATE SECTOR TOTAL
Number Capacity Number Capacity Number Capacity
(ton/day) (ton/day) (ton/day)

Rize 33 6.450 183 7.955 215 14.405
Trabzon 8 1.510 26 1.225 34 2.735
Artvin 4 880 7 310 11 1.190
Giresun 1 180 12 480 13 660
Ordu - - 1 30 1 30
Final Total 46 9.020 229 10.000 274 19.020

Source: CAYKUR 2019 Tea Industry Report
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In 2019 CAYKUR has a total of 46 tea processing facilities, while private sector
is 229. CAYKUR has a total daily capacity of 9,020 tons in 46 factories, while
229 private sector facilities have a daily total processing capacity of 10,000
tons. CAYKUR, which has fluctuated in the range of 49-52% in recent years, is
followed by Dogadan within Unilever, Doguscay and Dogadan (Coca Cola)
in tea market share (Karagimen ve Degirmenci, 2018: 74). When we evaluate
the privatization discussions that started with the transfer of CAYKUR to the
Wealth Fund in 2017, it is possible to predict that the share of national and in-
ternational capital in the tea sector will increase in the near future. Moreover,
the quota practices implemented by CAYKUR oblige the green tea leaves
growers to sell their teas to private companies. For unorganized tea produc-
ers, this process reflects an unequal relationship and results in dependent
production.

On the other hand, the new Tea Law studies drafts provide clues that a tran-
sition to the contract farming model can be implemented.? Considering the
increase in the private sector and the privatization of CAYKUR, the contracted
model will become widespread in tea agriculture in the coming years. So how
can all these developments affect green tea growers? First of all tea produc-
ers are not a homogeneous group. Agricultural producers have different class
dynamics. Therefore, petty commodity producers and rich/capitalist farmers
will be affected differently from this process.

The rate of small family farmers with less than five decares of land in 2019 is
72%. However, the rate of small family farmers is decreasing. In 1998, the rate
of green tea growers with less than 5 decares of tea garden was 80%. Despite
this decreasing trend in small-scale farmers, the rate of mid-sized family farm-
ers with 5-10 decare of land and large farmers with tea gardens above 10 de-
cares of land is in an increasing trend. Farmers with tea gardens in the range
of 5-10 decares have increased from 17% to 23% in the last 22 years, while the
rate of farmers with tea gardens over 10 decares has increased from 3% t0 5.2%
(Caykur Sector Reports). Of course, these data are not sufficient to explain
the class differentiation experienced in green tea leaves growers. However,
changes that seem likely to occur in tea policies in the near future, especially
the spread of contracted tea production, may accelerate this differentiation®
(Cf. Guler-Muftuoglu, 2009; Geng, 2016; Karagimen ve Degirmenci, 2019).

2 The implementation of the contract farming model in tea agriculture is also included in
the Eighth Five-Year Development Plan Food Industry Specialization Commission, Tea Industry
Subcommittee Report, published in 2001, before the drafts of the Tea Law that were reflected
to the public. See DPT (2001).

3 Guler-Miiftlioglu predicts that small tea production will gradually be liquidated in her qual-
itative study conducted in Yiicehisar Village, Rize Pazar district, dated 2009.
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Conclusion: New Questions / New Problems

What awaits tea farmers and tea farming in the Eastern Black Sea Region of
Turkey, in the near future? The privatization process of CAYKUR, the new tea
law, and the structural transformations in the tea sector will create new ques-
tions and problems for tea farmers in the coming years. This process may lead
to the emergence of new forms of migration, new labour relations and new
forms of labour in the region. In terms of these new possible developments,
the application of the contract farming model in tea farming may also lead to
the differentiation of tea farmers.

Since agricultural production is seasonal, it faces unpredictable risks due to
natural causes, and labour control is difficult, it seems more possible for com-
panies to shift all these risks to the farmers through contract farming instead
of a direct capitalist investment (institutional production) in tea production.
With contract farming, firms can control the production process, maximize ef-
ficiency, and maximize their profits in the exchange process as well as in the
production process (Davis, 1980). In this context, with the transition to con-
tract farming in tea production, variables such as debt-credit/interest mech-
anism, size of land owned and dependent production can be predicted to
have an accelerating effect on the differentiation of contracted tea farmers.
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Tarimsal Uretim ve Gé¢ Politikalart:
Cay Tariminda Gurcu Isgiler

Nihan Cigerci Ulukan

Uluslararasi gécmen isciler sanilanin aksine sadece kentsel alanlara degil
kirsal alanlara da calismak icin gitmektedir. Tarimda yabanci gb¢men eme-
ginin yogun olarak kullanildigi iki ulke olan ABD ve Kanada'da mevsimlik
tarimsal gocmen emeginin kullanimi ¢cok daha eskilere dayanmaktadir. Ka-
nada, 1960’lardan itibaren basta Karayipler ve Meksika olmak Uzere, tarim-
sal uretimde gecici gocmen emegini kesintisiz bir sekilde kullanmaktadir.
ABD’de de 1940'lardan itibaren uygulanan gecici isci programlari ile daha
cok Meksika’dan gelen gecici gé¢gmenler ile tarimsal Uretimdeki emek acigini
karsilamaktadir. Avustralya ve Yeni Zelanda ise 2007 yilindan itibaren tanm
sektorundeki emek ihtiyacini gecici gbgmen isci programlari ile kargilamaya
baslamistir (Preibisch 2010: 407). Ayni sekilde Avrupa’da da tarimsal tretim-
de gb¢cmen iscilerden yararlanilmakta ve toplam is¢i sayisinin 5 milyonu astigi
belirtiilmektedir (Natale ve digerleri 2019).

Turkiye'de de mevsimlik tarim is¢iliginde yabanci gogmen emegi kullanimi
yayginlagsmaktadir. Gerceklestirilen birgcok alan arastirmasinda Gurcu, Azeri
ve Suriyelilerin tarimsal Uretimin ¢esitli alanlarinda ¢alistiklar gézlemlenmek-
tedir (Kalkinma Atolyesi 2016; Kavak 2016; Pelek 2018). Bu calismada Tur-
kiye'nin dinyada yasanan ekonomik ve siyasal konjonkttrdeki gelismelere
bagli olarak karsilastigi nufus hareketlerinden biri olarak Gurcistan-Turkiye
arasinda gerceklesen dongusel (dairesel) goc hareketlerine mercek tutulma-
ya calisilacaktir. Dongusel goc hareketlerine katilan gécmenler farkli sektor-
lerde istihdam edilmesine karsin en yogun istihdam edildikleri sektor tarimdir.
Bu baglamda dongusel goc hareketlerinin bir boyutu olan tarimsal isler (cay
toplama) i¢in Dogu Karadeniz'e gelen Gurct gogmenlerin Turkiye'ye yonelen
goc¢ hareketleri icindeki yeri ve etkisi tartismaya acilacaktir.
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Tanimsal Dé6niisiim ve Gegici isci Programlari

Calismanin temel sorularindan birincisi “Kirsal alanlarda gé¢cmen iscilere tale-
bin artisini nasil aciklanz?”dir. 1980 sonrasi uygulanan neoliberal politikalar ta-
rnim sektori ve kirsal yapilarda bir dizi ®nemli degisiklige yol agmistir. Oncelikle
devletin tarimsal alandan ¢ekilmesi ile tannma yonelik destekler sinirlandiriimis,
tanimsal kurum ve isletmeler ya zayiflatilmis, ya kaldirilmis ya da 6zellestirilmis-
tir. Bu doénemde, 6zel sektdrun tarimsal alanlara yatinm yapmasi tesvik edilmis-
tir. Boylece tarim hi¢ olmadigi kadar yerel, uluslararasi piyasalara acilmis; koyla
sermaye iliskisi egemen iligki haline gelmistir (Ulukan 2013: 65).

Tanmsal yapilara nufus eden yerel ve uluslararasi sermaye, Gretim maliyetleri-
ni azaltarak rekabet gucunu artirmak Uzere piyasa kosullarina gére tam zama-
ninda Uretim yapabilecek, esnek kosullarda, ucuza istihdam edebilecedi bir is
gucu profiline ihtiyagc duymustur. Sermaye gruplari bu intiyaclarini karsilarken
yerelis gucunun yani sira yabanci isgilerden de faydalanmustir. Tercih olanagi
buldugu durumlarda, daha ucuza, esnek ve guvencesiz ¢alistirdii yabanci
iscileri oncelikle tercih etmistir (Corroda, Castro ve Perrotta 2016: 10).

Tarimsal yapilarda donuasum utlkelerin sinirlari icinde nafus hareketliligi yarat-
makta ve kirdan kente go¢ temel bir go¢ dinamigi halini almaktadir. Bugun ic
goc¢ hareketlerine 750 milyondan, uluslararasi go¢ hareketlerine ise 280 mil-
yondan fazla kisi katilmaktadir. Toplamda 1 milyar asan bir ntfus hareketlili-
ginden bahsedilmektedir. Dunyadaki tum isci ntfusuna oranlandiginda her
Ug isciden birisi gégcmendir.

Calismanin ikinci sorusu ise “Devletler dusuk ucretli gégmen isci arzini nasil
duzenlemektedir?” sorusudur. Ucuz ve esnek gécmen emeginin varlig, tarim-
sal uretimin yaygin oldugu ABD, Kanada ve Guney Avrupa Ulkelerinde, tarimin
yeniden yapilanmasinda énemli bir faktor olmustur. Gé¢gmen emedi, Ortado-
Ju, Kuzey Afrika, Dogu Avrupa ve Asya Ulkelerinden saglanmistir (Corroda,
Castro ve Perrotta 2016: 3). Gog alan ulkelerin goc politikalar ve bu politika-
larin gb¢cmenlerin gegcici ¢calismasina olanak verecek sekilde donusturulme-
si etkilidir. 2000'li yillardan itibaren go¢ alan devletlerin politikalarinda artik
resmiolarak gecici go¢cmen isci calistirilmasinin duzenlemeleri yer almaktadir.
Kuzey Amerika ve Avrupa’daki tarimsal tretimde mevsimlik yabanci isci prog-
ramlari bu duruma 6rnek olarak gosterilebilir. Bu programlar, dongusel goc
kavramlari ile baglantili sekilde, gé¢cmenlerin kalici hale gelmesini 6nleyecek
yontemler icermektedir. Bu cercevede gocmenlerin devlet Gzerindeki maliye-
ti azalmakta, aile ve diger sosyal hak ve yardimlarin karsilanma sorumlulugu
ortadan kalkmaktadir. Oturma izni alamazlar, ailelerini yanlarina getiremezler
ve uzun calisma saatlerine itiraz edemezler. Ozellikle tarimsal tretimde cali-
san gecici gocmenler icin sinir disi edilme, calisma ortaminda disipline edici
yontem olarak kullaniilmaktadir (Cigerci Ulukan 2017: 12).
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1990'lardan sonra daha yogun uygulanmaya baslayan gecici gé¢cmen isci
programlari hakkinda tartismalar surmektedir. Bu programlari olumlu bulan-
lar, ucglu bir kazang sisteminden bahsetmekte; sonugclari itibariyla herkesin
kazanc elde edebilecegdi bir sistem oldugunu savunmaktadirlar (IOM 2011;
IOM 2005). Uglu kazang sistemiyle ilk olarak hedef Ulkenin is guicu aciginin
karsilanacag; ikinci olarak gb¢men kazanclarinin gé¢gmenin kendi tlkesinin
ekonomik kalkinmasina katkida bulunacagi ve U¢uncu olarak gé¢gmenlerin
bu programlara katilarak hem igsizlik sorunlarini cozecegi hem de elde ettigi
deneyimlerle emek piyasasinda daha guvenceli islere ulasmada asama kay-
detmis olacagi ileri surulmektedir. Gegici gb¢cmen isci programlarina yonelik
olumsuz goéruse sahip olanlar ise; uygulamalarin 1960l yillarda yeni endust-
rilesmis Avrupa ulkelerinin, emek acigini karsilamak icin uygulamaya koydu-
gu ‘misafir isci’ (gastarbeiter) programlarinin devami oldugunu belirtmekte-
dirler (Castles ve Ozkul 2014; Castles 2006). Gogmen isci programlarinin ‘yeni
6zgur olmayan’ emek bicimi ve cok dusuk Ucretle, siki denetim altinda, kisitli
sosyal haklarla calisan guvencesiz yedek is guct ordusu yarattigindan séz
edilmektedir (Cigerci Ulukan 2017: 12).

Avrupa Birligi'nin (AB) genisleme politikalari sonucunda 2004, 2007 ve
2013'te 13 yeni tlke AB'ye dahil olmus ve Schengen Anlasmasi ile bu tlkeler-
den gecici nitelikte isci goclerinin AB icerisinde arttigi gozlemlenmistir. Yeni
uye Ulkelerin iscilerinin taleplerin arttigi sektorler olan tanim, saglik ve bakim
hizmetlerinde calistigi ifadelendirilmektedir. Ve her gecen yil gégcmenlerin sa-
yisi artmaktadir.

Cay Taniminda Gurci isgiler’

Gurcistan Turkiye sinirinin uzun bir streden sonra 1989 yilinda yeniden acil-
masiyla her iki tUlke arasinda nufus hareketleri yeniden baslamistir. Diger
Dogu Bloku ulkelerinde oldugu gibi Gurcistan’da da sosyalist sistemin da-

1 Burada Nihan Cigerci Ulukan ve Umut Ulukan tarafindan gergeklestirilen “Cay Tarimi ve
Goégmen Emegi: Dogu Karadeniz’de Giircii isciler” isimli alan arastirmasinin bulgularindan ya-
rarlanilmigtir. Bkz: Nihan Cigerci Ulukan ve Umut Ulukan, “Cay Tarimi ve Gogmen Emegi: Dogu
Karadeniz’de Giircii isciler”, ed. Cagatay Sahin ve Arzu Ozsoy Ozmen Current Debates in La-
bour Economics & Industrial Relations, London: IJOPEC yay. 2018. Bu ¢alismada ¢ay tariminda
mevsimlik isci olarak galisan Giirci islerin gog siiregleri ve galisma iliskilerine odaklanmaktadir.
Calisma 2016 yilinda Mayis-Eyliil cay hasadi doneminde Rize ili Pazar ilgesi ile Artvin ili Hopa
ilcesinde gergeklestirilen alan galismasina dayanmaktadir. Cay tariminda galisan toplam 39
Glrcl isci ile gog stiregleri, Gurcistan ve Tirkiye'deki is gegmisleri, calisma ve yasam kosullari,
sosyal aglari ve gelecek beklentilerine odaklanan yari yapilandiriimis soru formlari Gizerinden
derinlemesine gorlismeler gergeklestirilmistir.
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gilmasi bir yandan ekonomik krizlere yol acarken 6te yandan genis kitlelerin
yoksullagsmasina yol agcmistir. Ekonominin daralmasi, artan yoksulluk ve igsiz-
lik ile mucadele eden Gurcistan vatandaslar bir beka stratejisi olarak Turki-
ye'ye calisma ya da ticaret amacli olarak giris yapmislardir.

Gurcistan go¢ veren bir Ulkedir. 2019 verilerine gére 1989'dan beri ntfusu-
nun %22.9'u Glkeden goéc etmistir. Yil bazinda bir degerlendirme yapilacak
olursa 2018 yilinda 2017 yilina gbre %15 oraninda daha fazla Gurcu vatandas
Gurcistan digina ¢cikmistir. Bu durum artan_oranda Gurcistan disina gécun de-
vam ettigini gostermektedir. Goglerin niteligi ile ilgili son bir veri ise bu go¢-
lerin gegici mi kalici mi oldugudur. Go¢ hareketlerine katilan %55'i gegici sU-
reyle Gurcistan disinda Ulke veya ulkelere gitmekte, sadece %8'i kalici olarak
Gurcistan’dan ayrilmaktadir (State Commission on Migration Issues 2019).

Oncelikle sinirin aciimasiyla Gurcistan vatandaslarina 1 ay sureli turist vizesi
verilmis, daha sonra Turkiye Gurcistan arasinda 1996 yilinda imzalanan an-
lasma ile bu vizenin sinir kapilarinda alinmasi kararlastirilmistir. 2006 yilinda
yapilan anlasma ile iki tUlke vatandaslarinin karsilikli olarak 90 gunluk sure
ile vizesiz giris-cikis yapabilmesinin 6énu acilmistir (Cigerci Ulukan ve Ulukan
2011). 31 Mayis 2011 tarihinde imzalanan protokolle ise iki Glke vatandaslari,
birbirlerinin tlkelerine pasaporta ihtiya¢ olmadan kimlik kartiyla seyahat ede-
bilmektedir.2 Son olarak 2017 yilinda igisleri Bakanligi tarafindan yayimlanan
genelge ile cay ve findik tariminda ¢alisacak olan Gurcu is¢ilerin 90 gun sure-
since ¢alisma izni almadan ¢alisabilmesinin 6na agilmigtir.®

Gurcistan ve Turkiye arasindaki liberal vize rejimi hi¢ kuskusuz Gurcistan’dan
Turkiye'ye yonelen dongusel gogu daha da arttirmistir. 2018 yilinda Gurcistan
ile Turkiye arasindaki sinir kapisi Sarp'tan girislerin sayisi 3 milyonu asmistir
(Turizm Bakanligi 2018). Gog idaresi Genel Mudurlugu’niun 2016 Turkiye Gog
Raporu’na gore yasal olarak ¢calisma izni verilen Ulkeler siralamasinda ilk sirayi
Gurcistan almaktadir. 2016 yili hudut kapilarindan toplam girig cikislara bakti-
gimizda ise Gurcistan 2.195.727 girig, 2.176.863 ¢ikig ile Almanya’nin ardindan
ikinci sirada yer almaktadir. Bu istatistikleri degerlendirdigimizde Gurcistan
vatandaslarinin Turkiye'ye giris yapan toplam yabancilar icerisinde %9 gibi
6nemli bir payi oldugunu saptamaktayiz (Gog idaresi Genel Mudurlugu 2016).

2 31 Mayis 2011 tarihinde imzalanan “Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Hiikiimeti ile Giircistan Hikiimeti
Arasindaki 4 Nisan 1996 Tarihli Vize Kolayligi Anlasmasina Yapilacak Olan Eklemeler ve Degisik-
likler Hakkinda Protokol”.

3 6735 sayili Uluslararasi isgiicii Kanunun ‘calisma izni muafiyeti’ bashkli 13’incii maddesi
cergevesinde anilan illerde mevsimlik tarimda (cay-findik) calisacak Gircistan uyruklu yabanci-
lar, Turkiye’deki kalma sirelerinin gegmeme kaydi ile bir takvim yilinda en fazla 90 glin sire ile
¢alisma izninden muaf olarak galisabileceklerdir.
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Gurcu isciler, cografi yakinlik, giris kolayligi ve akrabalik iliskileri, kurdukla-
r enformel iliski aglar nedeniyle bolgede uzunca bir stredir talep edilen is
gucu haline gelmistir. Bu durum, érnegin findik uretiminde Dogu ve Guney-
dogu’dan geleniscilerle rekabete girmelerine, hatta tcret ve ¢alisma kosullar
konusunda goreli olarak daha avantajli konumda olmalarina neden olmak-
tadir (Ulukan ve Cigerci Ulukan 2011). Findik Uretiminde gorulen bu durum
benzer sekilde ¢ay uretiminde de gorulmektedir. Bahge sahipleri cay hasadi
doéneminde iscilik maliyetlerinin yerli isciye oranla daha az olmasi nedeniyle
yerli is¢i yerine Gurcu iscileri tercih etmektedir.

Sahada yaptigimiz gézlemlerde cay Uretiminde calisan Gurcu iscilerin buyuk
cogunlugunun erkek oldugunu saptadik. Gergeklestirdigimiz derinlemesine
gorusmelerin tamami erkek isciler ile yapilmigtir. Gorusmecilerin 6nemli bir
bolumu (%36) Batum iline bagli yerlesimlerde yagsamaktadir. Batum’un Sarp
sinir kapisina olan uzakliginin 17 km oldugu dusunuldugunde bu beklenen
bir durumdur. Ancak Sarp sinir kapisina 165 km uzaklikta bulunan Kutaisi'den
gelenler ikinci siradadir. Bununla beraber sinira 390 km uzaklikta bulunan
Tiflis kentinden gelenlere de rastlanmaktadir. Gérusme gerceklestirdigimiz
Gurcu igcilerin neredeyse tamaminin Gurcistan’in kirsal boélgelerinden geldigi
tespit edilmistir.

Cay tariminda calisan Gurcu isgilerin demografik 6zellikleri incelendiginde
ilk dikkat ceken Gurcu iscilerin yaslandir. Gorisme yaptigimiz Garcu isgile-
rin buyuk cogunlugu (%77) 35 yas altl yas grubunda yer almaktadir. Bu yas
araligi icinde genc isci olarak adlandirabilecegimiz 18-24 yaslari arasindaki-
lerin orani %34'dur. Uluslararasi Calisma Orgutt’'nin (ILO) hesaplamalarina
gore Gurcistan'da issizlik oranlar %30-35 arasinda degismektedir (ICMPD
2014). Gurcistan'da gerceklestirilen nufus sayimlar sonuglarinda da daha
¢ok genc nufusun istihdam, egitim firsatlar ya da aile birlesmesi nedeniyle
Gurcistan’dan goc ettigi ortaya ¢cikmaktadir. Bu durum Gurcistan’da demog-
rafik degisiklikler yaratmakta, calisma ¢agindaki nufusun azalmasina paralel
olarak 65 yas ve Ustu nufus (%14.3) artmaktadir (State Commission on Migra-
tion Issues 2017).

Gorusme yaptigimiz Gurcu iscilerin %49°u lise ya da meslek lisesi, %$38'i lise
alt, %13'0 yuksekogrenimden mezun olmustur. Uluslararasi Goc Politikalari
Merkezi'nin 2014 yilinda gerceklestirdigi arastirmanin sonuclarina gore Turki-
ye'ye gelen Gurcu gdégcmenlerin egitim duzeylerinin dusuk ya da orta nitelikte
oldugu vurgulanmaktadir (ICMPD 2014). Bu durum bizim arastirma sonugla-
rimizla paralellik gostermektedir. Arastirmamizda gé¢gmenlerin cogunlugu ya
lise mezunu ya da lise alti bir egitim kurumunu tamamlamistir. Yuksekoégrenim
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gormesine kargin Gurcistan’daki yuksek igsizlik oranlari ve is olanaklarinin za-
yif olusu nedeniyle mevsimlik tarim iscisi olarak calisanlar da az degildir.

Turkiye'ye gelenlerin meslekleri ise 6gretmen, muhasebeci ve turizmcidir.
Ozellikle dusuk egitim almis Gurcu iscilerin mevsimlik tarm iscisi olarak ¢a-
lismalarinin yaninda cogunlukla insaat sektoériinde kayit disi olarak ¢alistiklari
da saptanmistir. Gecimlerini nasil sagladiklarina yonelik soruya verilen yanit-
lar degerlendirdigimizde, neredeyse yarisi yalnizca mevsimlik tarim isciligiyle
gecimini sagladigini ifade ederken, geri kalan diger yarisi ise mevsimlik isgili-
gin yaninda tarim disi isler de yaptigini belirtmistir. Tarim disi isler ise agirlikli
olarak insaat islerini kapsamaktadir. Gorusmelerimizin tamaminda gé¢cmenle-
rin hem Gurcistan’da hem de Turkiye'de duzensiz ve gecici islerde calisarak
gecimlerini saglamaya calistiklar gézlemlenmektedir. Nitekim gé¢menlerin
%601 Turkiye'ye giris yaptiktan sonra sadece ¢ay tariminda degil, Agustos ay!
icerisinde findik aretiminin oldugu Borgka, Of, Ordu ve Unye ilgelerinde, geri-
ye kalan zamanlarda da ingaat islerinde ¢alistiklarini belirtmislerdir.

Gurcu isciler mevsimlik isler icin cogunlukla Nisan ayinda Gurcistan’dan ay-
nildiklarini ve Ekim ayinda ise geri donduklerini ifade etmektedirler. Cay hasat
donemlerinin Mayis-Temmuz ve Eylul donemleri oldugu, ayrica findik hasa-
dinin da Agustos sonu ile Ekim ayi baslar arasinda gerceklestigi dusunuldu-
gunde iscilerin 90 gunluk vizesiz gecis hakkinin bu surelerle uyumlu oldugu
anlasilmaktadir. Sinir bolgesine daha yakin oturan gbé¢menlerin sinirdan gu-
nubirlik gecisler yaptigi ve bu gegislerin Gurcistan Turkiye sininnda calisan
minibusler araciigiyla saglandigi gézlenmektedir. Bu bilgiye paralel olarak
gorusme gerceklestirdigimiz gocmenlerin cogunlugu (%80) 1 yil icinde 20
kereden daha fazla Turkiye'ye gelip gittigini belirtmistir.

Gurcu iscilerin barinma kosullar farklilik gostermektedir. Cogu isci (%65) bir
arada ev kiralamayi tercih ederken bazi isciler (%35) ise bahce sahibinin sag-
ladigi isci evlerinde konaklamaktadir. Calisma suresi 10-11 saat iken bu sure
icinde iki-u¢ kez mola vermektedirler. Genellikle sabah yedide isbasi yapilip
aksam bes ya da altida ¢calisma birakilmaktadir. GUrcu isgilerin Ucret sistemleri
de farklilik gosterebilmektedir. Gorusme yaptigimiz Gurcu iscilerin cogunlugu
(%76) yevmiye usulline gore galisirken, goturt usultine goére calisanlara da
rastlanmaktadir. Ucret konusunda kimi zaman Gurcu isciler ile bahge sahipleri
arasinda sorunlar yasanabilmektedir. Bu sorunlarin basinda eksik 6deme ya
da ge¢ 6deme gelmektedir. Arastirma kapsaminda Gurcu iscilerin %35’ Gcret-
ler konusunda gec 6deme ya da eksik 6deme sorunu yasamistir.

Gurcu iscilerin gelecege yonelik beklentilerini degerlendirdigimizde neredey-
se hepsinin Gurcistan’da ¢alismak istedigini goérmekteyiz. istihdam olanakla-
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rnnin azligr nedeniyle ¢cogu kendi isini kurmayr dusunmektedir. Elde edilen
kazangla kendi ulkelerinde toprak satin alma, farkli sektorlerde is kurma gibi
beklentilerin daha yuksek oldugu gézlemlenmektedir. Alan arastirmamizda
sadece bir Gurcu go¢men Turkiye'de vatandaslik icin ugrasacagini ve Turki-
ye'de hayat kurmak istedigini belirtmistir.

Sonug

Dongusel gocler gog alan ulke icin sektorel duzeyde emek ihtiyacini karsila-
maktadir. Ancak 6zellikle tarimsal islerin kayit disi, glvencesiz ve dusuk Uc-
retli yapisi, hem yerel is gucu, hem de bu tabloya katilan yabanci is gticu icin
emek piyasasinda kosullarin zorlagsmasina neden olmaktadir. Déngusel goc-
ler, ekonomik darbogazda olan ve igsizlik dlzeyi yuksek, dusuk gelir duzeyine
sahip ulkelerin vatandaslarinin hayatta kalma stratejisine katki saglamaktadir.
Gecim sikintisi yasayan bu Ulke vatandaslar, sinirlar arasi gidis gelislerle ¢esit-
li sektorlerde kayit disi islerde calisarak, gecici ve anlik olarak gelir elde etme
sansi bulmaktadir. 2000’ler sonrasi dunya 6lceginde dongusel go¢ hareket-
leri giderek artarken bu sure¢ gécmenlerin emek piyasasinda gérunmeyen
is gucu olarak kalici hale gelmesine neden olmaktadir. Turkiye'de ise kayit
disi sektérun yayginligi daha fazla sayida gé¢gmen iscinin galismasina firsat
vermektedir.

Vizesiz sinir politikasinin yarattigi imkanlardan yararlanarak ¢calisma amaciyla
gelen Gurcu is gucu Turkiye'nin genis enformel is glicu piyasasinda yerini al-
maktadir. 1990l yillarda sinir agildigindan beri 6zellikle Dogu Karadeniz Bol-
gesi'nin iki 6nemli Grana olan ¢ay ve findik toplamak Gzere mevsimlik olarak
gelen Gurculerin oldugu bilinmektedir. Diger yandan yine derinlemesine go-
rasmelerden elde ettigimiz bilgilere gore “Gurculer olmasa cayi toplayamayiz”
soylemi bolgede yabanci gocmen emegine olan bagimlligi goéstermektedir.
2017 yilinda igisleri Bakanligi tarafindan yayinlanan genelge ile 90 gunluk
sure ile Gurcu iscilerin calisma izninden muaf tutulmasi Dogu Karadeniz'de ya-
banci gégcmen emegine bagimliligin bir gdstergesi olarak degerlendirilebilir.

Bu surecgte Turkiye'nin tarimsal Uretimde ¢alistirmak amaciyla gbgcmen isci
temininde gegcici is¢i programlari uyguladigi sdylenemez. Ancak Turkiye ta-
rafindan belli Glkelere uygulanan agik kapi politikasi olarak adlandirabilece-
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@gimiz vize rejimleri, Suriyeli multecilere* ve Turkiye'deki diger multecilere® ve-
rilen tarim ve hayvancilik sektorinde calisma izni muafiyeti fiili olarak gegici
isci programlari benzeridir. Boylece Turkiye tarimsal Uretimdeki yedek is gucu
ordusunu cesitlendirerek tarim sektérunde calisanlar agisindan rekabeti artir-
maktadir. Bu da hem yerli hem de gé¢cmen isciler acisindan ¢calisma kosullari-
nin daha da koétulesmesi ve Ucretlerin dusmesini beraberinde getirmektedir.
ilerleyen suirecte Turkiye'ye tarimsal Uretimde galismak Uzere farkli gogmen
gruplarinin da dahil olacagi éngoérulmektedir.

4 11/1/2016 Bakanlar Kurulu Karari ile ¢ikan Gegici Koruma Saglanan Yabancilarin Calisma
izinlerine Dair Yonetmelik.

5 26/04/2016 tarihli Uluslararasi Koruma Basvuru Sahibi ve Uluslararasi Koruma Statlsi Sahi-
bi Kisilerin Calismasina Dair Yonetmelik.
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Contrary to popular belief, international migrant workers go not only to urban
areas but also to rural areas to work. In the USA and Canada, two countries
where foreign migrant labor is used extensively in agriculture, the use of sea-
sonal agricultural migrant labor goes back much further. Canada has been
using temporary migrant labor in agricultural production uninterruptedly
since the 1960s, especially from the Caribbean and Mexico. With the tempo-
rary worker programs implemented in the USA since the 1940s, the labor de-
ficit in agricultural production has been mostly met by temporary immigrants
from Mexico. On the other hand, Australia and New Zealand have started to
meet the labor needs in the agricultural sector with temporary migrant worker
programs since 2007 (Preibisch, 2010: 407). Likewise, migrant workers are
used in agricultural production in Europe and it is stated that the total number
of workers exceeds 5 million (Natale et al., 2019).

In Turkey, the use of foreign migrant labor in seasonal agricultural work is
becoming widespread. In many field studies carried out, it is observed that
Georgians, Azeris and Syrians work in various fields of agricultural production
(Development Workshop, 2016; Kavak, 2016; Pelek, 2018). In this study, it will
be tried to focus on the circular migration movements between Georgia and
Turkey as one of the population movements that Turkey encounters depend-
ing on the developments in the economic and political conjuncture in the
world. Although the immigrants participating in the circular migration move-
ments are employed in different sectors, the sector in which they are mostly
employed is agriculture. In this context, the position and effect of Georgian
immigrants who came to the Eastern Black Sea Region for agricultural work
(tea picking) will be discussed.
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Agricultural Transformation and Temporary Worker Programs

The first of the main questions of the study is “How do we explain the increase
in demand for migrant workers in rural areas?”. The neoliberal policies imple-
mented after 1980 have led to a number of important changes in the agricul-
tural sector and rural structures. First of all, with the withdrawal of the state
from the agricultural area, supports for agriculture were limited, agricultural
institutions and enterprises were either weakened, abolished or privatized.
During this period, the private sector was encouraged to invest in agricultur-
al areas. Thus, agriculture was opened to local and international markets as
never before; the peasant capital relation has become the dominant relation
(Ulukan, 2013: 65).

Local and international capital, which has penetrated into agricultural struc-
tures, needed a workforce profile that could produce just in time according to
market conditions, be employed flexible conditions and cheaply, in order to
increase competitiveness by reducing production costs. Capital groups ben-
efited from foreign workers as well as local labor force in order to meet these
needs. In cases where it has the opportunity to choose, preferred the foreign
workers, whom it employed more cheaply, flexible and without security (Cor-
roda, Castro and Perrotta, 2016: 10).

Transformation in agricultural structures creates internal migration move-
ments and migration from rural to urban becomes a basic migration dynamic.
Today, more than 750 million people participate in internal migration move-
ments and more than 280 million people participate in international migra-
tion movements. It is mentioned that there is a population mobility exceeding
1 billion in total. One out of every three workers is a migrant when compared
to the entire worker population in the world.

The second question of the study is “How do states regulate the supply of
low-wage migrant workers?” The availability of cheap and flexible migrant
labor has been an important factor in the restructuring of agriculture in the
USA, Canada and Southern European countries where agricultural produc-
tion is widespread. Migrant labor came from the Middle East, North Africa,
Eastern Europe and Asian countries (Corroda, Castro ve Perrotta, 2016: 3).
The immigration policies of the receiving countries and the transformation of
these policies to allow the temporary work of immigrants are effective. Since
the 2000s, the policies of the receiving states now officially include regula-
tions for employing temporary migrant workers. Seasonal foreign worker pro-
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grams in agricultural production in North America and Europe are examples
of this situation. These programs, in connection with the circular migration
concepts, include methods to prevent immigrants from becoming perma-
nent. In this framework, the cost of immigrants on the state decreases, and
the responsibility for meeting family and other social rights and assistance is
eliminated. They cannot obtain a residence permit, cannot bring their families
with them, and cannot object to long working hours. Especially for temporary
immigrants working in agricultural production, deportation is used as a disci-
plinary method in the working environment (Cigerci Ulukan, 2017: 12).

Discussions continue about temporary migrant worker programs, which start-
ed to be implemented more intensively after the 1990s. Those who find these
programs positive talk about a “triple win” system; they argue that it is a sys-
tem in which everyone can make a profit in terms of results (IOM, 2011; IOM,
2005). Itis argued that, with the “triple win”, first, the labor force deficit of the
target country will be met; secondly, immigrant earnings will contribute to the
economic development of the immigrant’s country; thirdly, by participating
in these programs, immigrants will both solve their unemployment problems
and make progress in reaching more secure jobs in the labor market with the
experience they have gained. Those who have a negative opinion about tem-
porary migrant worker programs; they state that the practices are the con-
tinuation of the ‘guest worker’ (gastarbeiter) programs implemented by the
newly industrialized European countries in the 1960s to meet the labor short-
age (Castles and Ozkul, 2014; Castles, 2006). It is said that migrant worker
programs have created a “new unfree” form of labor and a precarious reserve
army of labor working for very low wages, under strict control and with limited
social rights (Cigerci Ulukan, 2017: 12).

As a result of the enlargement policies of the European Union (EU), 13 new
countries were included in the EU in 2004, 2007 and 2013, and it was ob-
served that temporary worker migration from these countries increased with-
in the EU with the Schengen Agreement. It is stated that the workers of the
new member countries are working in agriculture, health and care services,
which are the sectors where demands are increasing. And every year the
number of immigrants is increasing.
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Georgian Workers in Tea Agriculture’

With the reopening of the Georgia-Turkey border in 1989 after a long period
of time, population movements between the two countries started again. As
in other Eastern Bloc countries, the disintegration of the socialist system in
Georgia, on the one hand, led to economic crises, on the other hand, it led to
the impoverishment of large masses. Citizens of Georgia, struggling with the
contraction of the economy, increasing poverty and unemployment, entered
Turkey for work or trade purposes as a survival strategy.

Georgia is a country ofimmigration. According to 2019 data, 22.9% of the pop-
ulation has immigrated from the country since 1989. If an evaluation is made
on a yearly basis, 15% more Georgian citizens left Georgia in 2018 compared
to 2017. This situation shows that immigration out of Georgia continues at
an increasing rate. A final piece of data regarding the nature of migrations
is whether these migrations are temporary or permanent. 55% of those par-
ticipating in migration movements temporarily go to a country or countries
outside of Georgia, only 8% leave Georgia permanently (State Commission on
Migration Issues, 2019).

First of all, with the opening of the border, a 1-month tourist visa was given to
Georgian citizens, and then, with the agreement signed between Turkey and
Georgia in 1996, it was decided to obtain this visa at the border gates. With
the agreement signed in 2006, the way for the citizens of the two countries
to mutually enter and exit visa-free for 90 days has been paved (Cigerci Ulu-
kan ve Ulukan, 2011). With the protocol signed on May 31, 2011, citizens of
the two countries can travel to each other's countries with an identity card
without the need for a passport.? Finally, with the circular published by the
Ministry of Interior in 2017, Georgian workers who will work in tea and hazel-

1 Here, the findings of the field research titled “Tea Farming and Migrant Labor: Georgian
Workers in the Eastern Black Sea Region” conducted by Nihan Cigerci Ulukan and Umut Ulu-
kan were used. See: Nihan Cigerci Ulukan and Umut Ulukan, “Tea Farming and Migrant Labor:
Georgian Workers in the Eastern Black Sea Region”, ed. Cagatay Sahin and Arzu Ozsoy Ozmen
Current Debates in Labor Economics & Industrial Relations, London: IJOPEC Spring 2018. This
study focuses on the migration processes and labor relations of Georgian workers working as
seasonal workers in tea agriculture. The study is based on the fieldwork carried out in Rize
province Pazar district and Artvin province Hopa district during the May-September tea har-
vest period in 2016. In-depth interviews were conducted with a total of 39 Georgian workers
working in tea agriculture through semi-structured questionnaires focusing on their migration
processes, work histories in Georgia and Turkey, working and living conditions, social networks
and future expectations.

2 “The Protocol on Additions and Amendments to the Visa Facilitation Agreement dated April
4, 1996 between the Government of the Republic of Turkey and the Government of Georgia”
signed on 31 May 2011.
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nut farming have been enabled to work for 90 days without obtaining a work
permit.®

The liberal visa regime between Georgia and Turkey has undoubtedly in-
creased the circular migration from Georgia to Turkey. In 2018, the number of
entries from Sarp, the border gate between Georgia and Turkey, exceeded 3
millions (Ministry of Tourism, 2018). According to the 2016 Turkey Migration
Report of the General Directorate of Migration Management, Georgia ranks
first in the list of countries with legal work permits. When we look at the total
entrance and exit from the border gates in 2016, Georgia ranks second af-
ter Germany with 2,195,727 entries and 2,176,863 exits. When we evaluate
these statistics, we find that Georgian citizens have a significant share of 9%
among the total foreigners entering Turkey (General Directorate of Migration
Management, 2016).

Georgian workers have long been a demanded labor force in the region due
to their geographical proximity, ease of entry and kinship relations, and the
informal networks they have established. This situation, for example, causes
them to compete with workers from the East and Southeast in hazelnut pro-
duction, and even to be in a relatively more advantageous position in terms of
wages and working conditions (Ulukan and Cigerci Ulukan, 2011). This situ-
ation is also seen in tea production. Garden owners prefer Georgian workers
instead of domestic workers because the labor costs are less than domestic
workers during the tea harvest period.

In our field observations, we determined that the majority of Georgian work-
ers working in tea production are men. All of the in-depth interviews were
conducted with male workers. A significant part of the interviewees (36%) live
in the settlements of Batumi province. Considering that the distance between
Batumi and Sarpi border gate is 17 km, this is an expected situation. However,
those coming from Kutaisi, which is 165 km away from the Sarp border gate,
are in the second place. However, there are also people coming from the city
of Tbilisi, which is 390 km from the border. It was determined that almost all of
the Georgian workers we interviewed came from rural areas of Georgia.

When the demographic characteristics of Georgian workers working in tea
agriculture are examined, the first thing that draws attention is the age of

3 Foreigners of Georgian nationality who will work in seasonal agriculture (tea-hazelnut) in
the aforementioned provinces within the framework of Article 13 of the International Labor
Law No. 6735 titled “work permit exemption” are exempt from work permit for a maximum of
90 days in a calendar year.
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the Georgian workers. The majority (77%) of the Georgian workers we inter-
viewed are in the age group under 35. In this age range, the rate of those be-
tween the ages of 18-24, which we can call young workers, is 34%. According
to the calculations of the International Labor Organization (ILO), unemploy-
ment rates in Georgia vary between 30-35% (ICMPD, 2014). As a result of the
censuses carried out in Georgia, it is revealed that more young population
immigrated from Georgia due to employment, educational opportunities or
family reunification. This situation creates demographic changes in Georgia,
and in parallel with the decrease in the working age population, the popula-
tion aged 65 and over (14.3%) is increasing (State Commission on Migration
Issues, 2017). Of the Georgian workers we interviewed, 49% graduated from
high school or vocational high school, 38% from primary school and 13% from
higher education. According to the results of the research conducted by the
International Center for Migration Policies in 2014, it is emphasized that the
education level of Georgian immigrants coming to Turkey is low or medium
(ICMPD, 2014). This situation is in parallel with our research results. In our
research, the majority of the immigrants were either high school graduates
or had completed a lower secondary education institution. Despite having
higher education, seasonal agricultural workers are also not few, due to high
unemployment rates and poor job opportunities in Georgia.

The occupations of those who come to Turkey are teachers, accountants and
tourism professionals. It has been determined that Georgian workers, espe-
cially with low education, work as seasonal agricultural workers as well as
working informally in the construction sector. When we evaluate the answers
given to the question about how they make a living, almost half of them stated
that they only make a living by seasonal agricultural work, while the remain-
ing half stated that they also do non-agricultural work in addition to seasonal
work. Non-agricultural works mainly cover construction works. In all of our
interviews, it is observed that immigrants try to earn their living by working in
irregular and temporary jobs both in Georgia and Turkey. As a matter of fact,
60% of the immigrants stated that after they entered Turkey, they worked not
only in tea farming, but also in construction works in Borgka, Of, Ordu and
Unye districts where hazelnut production took place in August.

Georgian workers state that they mostly leave Georgia for seasonal work in
April and return in October. Considering that the tea harvest periods are be-
tween May-July and September, and the hazelnut harvest takes place be-
tween the end of August and the beginning of October, it is understood that
the 90-day visa-free transit right of the workers is compatible with these peri-
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ods. It is observed that immigrants living closer to the border area make dai-
ly crossings from the border and these crossings are provided by minibuses
operating at the Georgia-Turkey border. In parallel with this information, the
majority (80%) of the immigrants we interviewed stated that they came to and
left Turkey more than 20 times in a year.

Housing conditions for Georgian workers vary. While most workers (65%)
prefer to rent a house together, some workers (35%) stay in workers’ houses
provided by the garden owner. While the working time is 10-11 hours, they
take two or three breaks during this period. Generally, work is started at seven
in the morning and stopped at five or six in the evening. The wage systems of
Georgian workers may also differ. While the majority of Georgian workers we
interviewed (76%) work on a daily wage basis, there are also those who work
on alump sum basis. There are sometimes wage problems between Georgian
workers and garden owners. At the beginning of these problems are under-
payment or late payment. Within the scope of the research, 35% of Georgian
workers experienced late payment or underpayment problems in wages.

When we evaluate the future expectations of Georgian workers, we see that
almost all of them want to work in Georgia. Due to the lack of employment
opportunities, most of them are considering starting their own business. It is
observed that the expectations such as purchasing land in their own country
and establishing a business in different sectors are higher with the income
obtained. In our field research, only one Georgian immigrant stated that he
would work for gain citizenship in Turkey and that he would like to establish
a life in Turkey.

Conclusion

Circular migrations meet the labor needs of the receiving country at the sec-
toral level. However, especially the informal, insecure and low-paid nature
of agricultural work causes difficulties in the labor market for both the local
workforce and the foreign workforce participating in this picture. Circular mi-
grations contribute to the survival strategy of citizens of low-income countries
that are in economic downturn and have high unemployment levels. Citizens
of this country, who are experiencing financial difficulties, find the chance
to earn temporary and instant income by working in informal jobs in various
sectors by going back and forth between borders. While cyclical migration
movements have been increasing on a world scale after the 2000s, this pro-
cess causes immigrants to become permanent as an invisible labor force in
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the labor market. In Turkey, the prevalence of the informal sector allows more
migrant workers to work.

Georgian labor force, which comes to work by taking advantage of the oppor-
tunities created by the visa-free border policy, takes its place in Turkey’s large
informal labor market. Since the border was opened in the 1990s, it is known
that there are Georgians who come seasonally to collect tea and hazelnuts,
two important products of the Eastern Black Sea Region. On the other hand,
according to the information we obtained from the in-depth interviews, the
statement “We cannot pick the tea without the Georgians” shows the depen-
dence on foreign immigrant labor in the region. With the circular published
by the Ministry of Interior in 2017, the exemption of Georgian workers from
work permits for a period of 90 days can be considered as an indicator of de-
pendence on foreign migrant labor in the Eastern Black Sea Region.

In this process, it cannot be said that Turkey implemented temporary work-
er programs in order to employ migrant workers in agricultural production.
However, visa regimes, which we can call the open-door policy applied by
Turkey to certain countries, are practically similar to temporary worker pro-
grams in the agriculture and husbandry sector, which are granted to Syrian
refugees* and other refugees in Turkey.® Thus, by diversifying its reserve army
of labor in agricultural production, Turkey increases the competition in terms
of those working in the agricultural sector. This leads to worsening working
conditions and lower wages for both domestic and migrant workers. It is fore-
seen that different immigrant groups will be included in the future to work in
agricultural production in Turkey.

4 Regulation on Work Permits of Foreigners Under Temporary Protection, issued by the Coun-
cil of Ministers Decision on 11/1/2016.

5 Regulation on Employment of International Protection Applicants and Persons with Inter-
national Protection Status dated 26/04/2016.
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Gay Tariminda Kadin Emegi:
Hopa Ornegi

Aslihan Yilmaz Uzun

Giris

Yerlesik hayata gecilen donemden gunumuze kadar olan surecte tarimsal fa-
aliyetler, insanlarin yasamlarinin devami icin énemli bir yere sahip olmustur.
Yasamin devami igin gerekli gorulen bu Uretim, icinde bulunulan cografya,
arun gesidi, toprak farkliliklar gibi nedenlerle degiskenlik gostermektedir. Bu-
nunla birlikte kirsalda tohumun saklanmasi, ekilmesi, hasadi; tarimsal tretim-
de, her cografyada ve her donemde kadin tarafindan gerceklestiriimektedir.
GUnumuzde Turkiye'de de tarim sektdérunde yogun olarak kadin emegi kul-
lanilmakta ve bu durum isgucu istatistiklerine de yansimaktadir. Turkiye'de
tarimsal Uretimin daha ¢ok kucuk meta uretimi ve gecimlik aretim olarak ad-
landirilan aile ici Uretimle gerceklesmesi patriarkal iligkilerin egemen olmasi-
na neden olmaktadir. Aile i¢i Uretim, kadinin Gcretli ve Gcretsiz emegini pat-
riarkal iligkiler icinde degersiz kilmakta; kadin, tarimsal Uretimin tam yukanu
almasina ragmen emegi gérunmez hale gelmektedir. Cay tariminda da yogun
kullanilan emek Ucretsiz aile iscisi kadinlar olarak karsimiza ¢cikmaktadir. Ka-
dinlarnin géranmez, malksdz ve esit olmayan cinsiyet iliskilerine maruz kalarak
¢ay tarimini gerceklestirmeleri bu ¢calismanin yapilmasini gerekli kilan sebep-
lerdendir.

Neden Hopa?

Turkiye ekonomisinde énemli bir yere sahip olan cay tarimi Dogu Karadeniz
Bolgesi'nde yogun olarak gerceklestirilmektedir. Dogu Karadeniz Bolge eko-
nomisinde ve ailelerin ge¢iminde de ¢ok temel bir yere sahip olan ¢ay tarimi
Hopailgesinde de ailelerin gecim kaynagi olarak kargimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Hopa
ilcesinin tercih edilmesinin nedeni, ¢ay tretiminin bu yérede yogun yapiliyor
olmasi ve tarimsal Uretimin buyuk 6lcude Ucretsiz kadin emedine dayaniyor
olmasidir. Arastirmacinin yerel ile olan bagi ve cay Uretimine dair streclerin
icinde bulunmasi da arastirma alaninin Hopa olarak belirlenmesinde 6nemli
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rol oynamistir. Tum bu unsurlar bir arada degerlendirildiginde; Hopa ilcesinde
yapilacak bir arastirma ile Ucretsiz aile iscisi kadin emeginin nasil konumlan-
dirildigina dair arka planin daha iyi ortaya konulabilecedi dustunulmektedir.

Yéntem

Arastirma verilerinin toplanmasinda yarn yapilandirnlmis soru formu cerceve-
sinde derinlemesine gorusme teknigi kullanilmistir. Arastirmada elde edilen
verilerin analizi ve yorumlanmasinda nitel arastirma yontemi kullanilmistir.
Cay aretimindeki kadinin konumunu, emek sureclerini, toplumsal cinsiyet ilis-
kilerindeki yerini anlamak ve analiz edebilmek icin 30 Ucretsiz aile is¢isi kadin-
la derinlemesine gorusmeler gergeklestirilmistir. Gorusmeler 2018-2019 cay
aretim donemi olan Mayis-Temmuz aylarinda tamamlanmistir.

Arastirma Bulgulari

Arastirma sonucunda, yapilan anketlerdeki ilgili sorulara verilen cevaplar, te-
mel demografik 6zellikler, hane halki verileri, cay tariminda Ucretsiz aile isgiligi
ve calisma kosullari, toplumsal cinsiyet verileri gibi basliklar altinda degerlen-
dirilmistir.

Demografik Bulgular

En genci 25 en yaslisi 55 yasinda olan goérismeci kadinlarin cogunlugu %43
ile 45+ yas araligindadir. Tarim iscisi kadinlar icerisinde 20-29 yas grubunu
olusturanlar, genellikle evlenmemis hane kadinlari ya da hanenin gelinleridir.
Yorede gorusulen kadinlarin bayuk kismi geng ve orta yaslidir. Kadinlar ge-
nellikle 10 yasindan itibaren tarimsal faaliyetlere katilmakta ve 55-60 yasina
kadar gay Uretiminin icerisinde yer almaktadir.

Gorusulen grubun egitim durumuna bakildiginda icerisinde en yuksek oran
(%33,3) ilkokul duzeyinde egitime sahip kadinlardir. Sadece okuryazar olan
3 kisi ve ortaokul mezunu olan 7 kisi bulunmaktadir. 20-29 yas grubuna da-
hil olanlar, arastirma grubu icerisindeki 30-39 ve 40 Uzeri yas grubundaki
kadinlara oranla egitim seviyesi daha yuksek olanlardir. Lise duzeyinde egi-
time sahip olanlar, 30-39 yas grubuna dahil olan kadinlar iken on lisans ve
lisans duzeyinde egitime sahip olanlar 20-29 yas grubu kadinlardir. 20-29 yas
grubundaki kadinlar genelde egitim sonrasi issizlik nedeniyle aile evine geri
doénen ve gay toplama faaliyetlerine katilan kadinlardir. Bu durum egitimli ka-
dinlardaki issizligin de bir gostergesidir.
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Arastirma kapsamina alinan Ucretsiz aile is¢isi, ¢cay tarimi yapan kadinlarin;
%76,7'si evli, %13,3'0 evlenmemis, %3,3'Unun esi 6lmus ve %6,7’si de bosan-
mistir. Evlenmemis olan katilimcilar 6n lisans ve lisans mezunu olup egitimleri
sonrasi issizlik nedeniyle memleketlerine dénen ve cay Uretiminde aileleriyle
birlikte yer alanlardan olugmaktadir.

Hane Halki Verileri

Hane icerisinde Kkisilerin beslenme ve bakim sureclerinden sorumlu olan
kisi olarak genellikle kadinlar 6ne ¢cikmaktadir. Bu durum kadinlar agisindan
kirsalda daha yogun hissedilen bir ‘sorumluluga’ déonusmektedir. Boyle bir
durumda hanede kisi sayisinin fazla ya da az olmasi farkli sonuglar yarat-
maktadir. Arastirmadaki katiimcilarin %70 gibi buyuk bir cogunlugu genis
aile diyebilecegimiz aile tipine sahiptir. Cekirdek aile disindaki hane i¢inde
bulunan diger kisiler genellikle kayinvalide ve kayinpederden olugsmaktadir.
Hanede bulunan aile buyuklerinin genellikle erkegin anne ve babasi olmasi
kirsalda patriyarkanin kendini hissettiren taraflarindandir. Bu tarz kalabalik ai-
lelerde is bolumuanan cinsiyet esitsizligine dayanmasi ile birlikte kadina ekstra
bir is yuku yuklenmektedir.

Cay Tariminda Ucretsiz Aile isciligi ve Calisma Kosullari

Hopa yereline bakildiginda cay toplama faaliyetlerinin basroliinde kadinlar
yer almaktadir. Burada ailenin ¢ocuklarinin yani genc bireylerin cay topla-
ma faaliyetine yogun katildigini gérmekteyiz. Bunun nedeni olarak egitim
donemleriyle ¢ay sezonunun cakismamasini gosterebiliriz. Katilimcilardan
bazilan ¢ay toplama isinin kadina ait oldugunu, erkegin ise cayl alim yerine
aracla goéturme ve satmaiglerini yaptigini belirtmislerdir. Burada ¢ay tariminin
gerceklestirilmesi sirasinda ‘kadin isi’ ve ‘erkek isi’ kavramlariyla yapilan bir is
bolumu oldugu sdylenebilmektedir. Yarici ve ortakei kullanimi ise genellikle
hanede cay toplayacak kisi sayisinin az oldugu ailelerin tercihi olarak karsi-
miza ¢ikmaktadir (Evlenmemis, bosanmis, bekar aileler gibi). Katilimcilarin
%63'Unun borcu vardir ve yizde %68’i bor¢ almak icin bankaya basvurdugu-
nu belirtmistir. Banka kredisine basvuranlar genelde egleri calismayanlar ya
da emekli olup sadece cay tarimdan gelir saglayanlar olarak karsimiza cik-
maktadir. Katiimcilarin %89'u bor¢ 6deme ydnteminin ¢ay gelirleri ya da Uc-
ret gelirleri ile oldugunu belirtmistir.
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Cay toplamaya baslama faaliyeti genellikle cay toplayabilecek yasa gelindi-
ginde anneleriyle birlikte tarlaya gitmeleriyle ve sonrasinda devam etmeleriy-
le ya da evlenen kadinlarin eslerinin aileleri tarafindan ¢ay toplama beklentisi-
ne girmeleriyle birlikte olmaktadir. Burada ¢ay tarimiile ilgilenme hikayelerine
bakildiginda; kirsalin kulturel yapisi, ailenin tarim faaliyetlerinde bulunuyor
olmasi gibi etmenlerin etkili oldugu gérulmektedir.

Kirsalda ev isleri ile tarimsal iglerin i¢ ice gecmesinin, tarimsal iglerin ev igle-
rinin uzantisi gibi gérunmesinin bir nedeni de tarimsal alana olan uzakliktir.
Cay taniminin gerceklestigi alana mesafesinin diger bir 6nemi oraya ulasimin
nasil saglandigi ile alakalidir. Hopa ilcesi engebeli ve yamac yer sekillerine
sahiptir. Cay tarlalar da genelde yamaclarda yer almaktadir. Cay tarlasina ula-
sim bu yuzden genellikle sorun teskil etmektedir. Cayin toplanmasi agisindan
yamag yer sekilleri olumlu bir etkenken, ulasim ve ¢ayin tasinmasi agisindan
olumsuzluk teskil etmektedir.

Calisma surelerinin belli olmamasi ve Ucret almamalan gibi faktorler kadin
emegini gérunmez kilmaktadir. Cay tariminda ¢alisma saatlerinin belirlenme-
sinde, iklim kosullar, gunun hava sartlar gibi etmenler etki etmektedir. Kati-
lmcilarin %93,3 gibi buyuk cogunlugu 6-10 saat arasinda cay tarimi faaliye-
tinde bulunduklarini belirtmiglerdir. Hem evde hem tarlada uzun stre calisan
kadinlarin bireysel zaman kullanimi kisittanmaktadir.

Katilimcilardan %53,3'U cay toplama faaliyetinde isci calistirmaktadir. Ucret
karsiligi ya da yarici olarak isci calistinlmasi kadinlarin ¢ay toplamadiklari an-
lamina gelmemektedir. isci calistinp calistirilmayacag konusunda karar mer-
ci evin erkek bireyleri olmaktadir. is¢i calistirilma konusunda babanin ve esin
karar veriyor olmasi, kadinlarin fikirlerinin alinmamasi gibi durumlar kadinin
tarimdaki 6neminin g6z ardi edildiginin ve karar merciinin patriarkanin elinde
oldugunu gostermektedir. iscinin ihtiyaclarini karsilama durumuna bakildi-
ginda ise isci kullanan katilimcilardan %87,5'i iscilerin yeme icme, konaklama
gibi intiyaclarini kendilerinin karsiladiklarini belirtmislerdir. Bu durum kadinin
is yukanu arttirmasi acgisindan énemli bir bulgudur.

Katilimcilara ‘tanimsal faaliyette is kazasi gecirip gecirmedikleri’ soruldugun-
da, kendilerini calisiyor saymadiklar ve gegirdikleri kazalari is kazasi olarak
gormemeleri nedeniyle de katiimcilarin tamami is kazasini gegirmedigini
belirtmistir. Ancak is kazasi tanimi detaylandirildiginda (boécek 1sirmasi, alet
yaralanmasi vb.) katilimcilarin %80'i is kazasi gecirdigini belirtmistir.

Cay tariminda bulunan katilimcilarin %93,3 gibi buyuk bir cogunlugu yaricilik
ortakeilik faaliyetinde bulunmadigini belirtmistir. Yaricilik faaliyetinde bulu-
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nan 2 katiimcidan biri, bunu ek gelir saglamak amaciyla yaptigini, diger kati-
limci ise engelli cocugunun tedavi giderleri icin yaptigini sdylemistir.

Katilimcilarin %73,3'U cay disinda tarimsal faaliyette bulunmaktadir. Gergek-
lestirilen diger tarnim faaliyetleri ise yaygin olarak misir, fasulye, domates, sa-
latalik gibi sebzeler ile yapilmaktadir. Bu tarimsal Uretimi buyuk cogunlugu
gecimlik tretim amacli yaparken, %41 oraninda da gelir amacli Uretim olarak
gerceklestirildigi bulgular arasindadir. Bu faaliyetleri Gelir amacli uretim ola-
rak gercgeklestiren katilimcilardan biri; “Caykur’'un kota ve kontenjan gibi uy-
gulamalar nedeniyle cayini 6zel sektdre satmak zorunda birakilmasi ve bu
nedenle cayin eskisi gibi gelir getirmiyor olmasi” nedeniyle baska tarimsal
faaliyetlere yoneldigini belirtmistir.

Toplumsal Cinsiyet Verileri

Arastirmaya katilan 30 Ucretsiz aile is¢isi kadina tarimsal Uretim kaynakli elleri-
ne gecen para miktari sorulmus ve % 40’1 ‘az miktar’, %30’u ‘cok az’, %30'u ise
‘yeteri kadar’ cevabini vermislerdir. Ucretsiz aile isgisi kadinlarin ellerine ge-
cen para, cay satisi sonrasi esleri tarafindan verilen para kadar olup, bu para
genellikle kadinlar tarafindan yine ev ve cocuk giderleri icin harcanmaktadir.
Kadinlar hane i¢in ayrilan parayi kendi geliri olarak gdérmekte ve hane icin ya-
pilan harcamalari kendi sorumluluklari olarak kabul etmektedirler. Katilimci-
lardan ikisi disinda hanede kadinlar i¢cin birikim yapilmadigi sonucu ¢cikmak-
tadir. Hanede kendileri icin birikim yapildigini sdyleyen 2 katiimcidan birisi
birikim seklini, babasi tarafindan altin hesabi acildigini, bir diger katiimci ise
esinin 6zel sigortasini 6dedigini belirtmislerdir.

Topraginiz var mi sorusuna katiimcilarin %63,3'0 evet, %36,7’si hayir cevabini
vermigtir. Hayir cevabini veren katilimcilarnin %50’si topraklarinin olmama ne-
deniolarak hanede miras paylagiminin yapilmamasini gostermislerdir. Toprak
sahibi olan kadinlara toprak miktarlarinin ne kadar oldugu soruldugunda, bir-
¢ogu cevap verememis, cevap verenler ise ortalama bir say1 soylemislerdir.
Topragin mulkiyetinin kimde oldugu soruldugunda ise 19 katiimcidan 10'u
esinin, 8'i babasinin 1'i ise kendisinin oldugu yanitini vermistir. Turkiye'de kir-
sal kesimde kadinin mulkiyetsizligi bu calismada da ortaya ¢cikmaktadir. 30 ka-
dindan sadece birinin toprak sahibi olmasi bu durumu destekler niteliktedir.

‘Tercih hakkiniz olsa tarimda mi yoksa baska bir iste mi ¢calismak isterdiniz?’
sorusuna daha rahat olacagini dusundukleri icin tamami ‘baska bir iste’ ceva-
bini vermis ve birgogu da bu isin kamu isi olmasini isteyeceklerini belirtmigler-
dir. Burada ortaya cikan sonugclarda tarimsal Uretimin agir ve yorucu oldugu
kadinlara ev isi disinda ekstra yuk getirdigi gozlemlenmektedir.
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Ailenin erkek bireylerinin ‘Sizin tarimsal Uretim disinda Ucretli calismaniz ko-
nusundakidusunceleriniz nelerdir?’ diye soruldugunda katilimcilarin %86,7’si
olumsuz, %13,3'U olumlu cevabini vermistir. Kadinlarin bagka bir Ucretsiz iste
calismasi konusunda erkeklerin olumsuz bakmasinin genel nedeni, cay ta-
rimda c¢alisan kadinlarin bagka isler yapamayacaklari dusuncesi ve kadinlarin
Ucretli caligmasinin yaygin gorulen bir durum olmamasi gosterilebilir.

Kadinlarin basat rol oynamalarina ragmen daha 6nce de belirtildigi gibi cay
uretiminin ‘kadin isi’ olarak gorulmesi, Uretimden bir Ucret elde edilmemesi,
ev islerinin uzantisi gibi gérinmesi, calisma saatlerinin ve belirli bir mekanin
olmayisl ile beraber erkegin Gcretli bir iste calisarak hanede ekonomik ve top-
lumsal gucuyle otorite sagliyor olmasi, kadinlarin fikirlerine verilen énemin
artmamasina neden olmaktadir.

Sonuc¢
1. Hopa, ¢cay uretiminde kadin emeginin yogun kullanildigi bir bolgedir.

2. Tanmsal donusumun etkisiyle erkeklerin tcretli islere yonelmesi kadinin
tarimda is yukuanu arttirmigtir.

3. Kirsalda kadinlar cinsiyetci is bolumune maruz kalmaktadirlar.

4. Aile iscisi kadinlar ¢ay Uretiminde Ucretsiz, glvencesiz bir bicimde go-
rinmez emek olarak ¢alismaktadirlar.

5. Saglik sorunlari ve is kazalar yogun bir sekilde yasanmaktadir.

6. Yorucu olmasi ve toplumda deger goérmedigi dusuncesi tarimda calis-
maya karsi memnuniyetsizlik oranini arttirmigtir.

7. Kirsalda kadinlar buyuk oranda mulksuzdurler.
8. Kadinlar ucreti ve sosyal haklari olan islerde calismayi arzulamaktadirlar.

9. EQitim seviyesi yuksek kadinlar piyasa kosullari nedeniyle Ucretsiz aile
isciligine katilmak zorunda kalmislardir.

10. Kadinlarin buyuk cogunlugu cay tarimi harici cesitli tarimsal faaliyette
bulunmaktadirlar.

11. Ataerkil baski daha fazla hissedilmektedir.
12. Tanmsal gelirin yetersizligi borglanmaya neden olmaktadir.



Female Labor in Tea Agriculture: The
Example of Hopa

Aslihan Yilmaz Uzun

Introduction

Agricultural activities have had an important place for the continuation of
people’s lives in the process from the period of settled life to the present day.
This production, which is considered necessary for the continuation of life,
varies with geography, product variety, and soil differences. However, the
storage, planting and harvesting of seeds in the countryside; in agricultural
production, it is carried out by women in every geography and every period.
Today, female labor is used extensively in the agricultural sector in Turkey,
and this situation is also reflected in the labor force statistics. The fact that
agricultural production in Turkey is mostly based on small commodity pro-
duction and domestic production, which is called subsistence production,
causes patriarchal relations to dominate. Domestic production renders wom-
en paid and unpaid labor worthless in patriarchal relations. Although women
take all the burden of agricultural production, their labor becomes invisible.
The labor that is used extensively in tea agriculture is seen as unpaid female
family labor. The fact that women in engaging tea cultivation are exposed to
invisible, propertyless and unequal gender relations is one of the reasons that
necessitate this study.

Why Hopa?

Tea agriculture, which has an important place in the Turkish economy, is in-
tensive in the Eastern Black Sea Region. Tea agriculture, which has a central
place in the economy of the Eastern Black Sea Region and in the livelihood of
families, appears as a source of income for families in Hopa. The reason why
Hopa is preferred is that tea production is intense in this region and agricultur-
al production is based on unpaid female labor. The researcher’s connection
with the local and her involvement in the processes of tea production also
played an important role in determining the research area as Hopa.
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Method

In-depth interview technique was used within the framework of a semi-struc-
tured questionnaire in the collection of research data. Qualitative research
method was used in the analysis and interpretation of the data obtained in
the research. In order to understand and analyze the position of women in tea
production, their labor processes and their place in gender relations, in-depth
interviews were conducted with 30 unpaid female family workers. The inter-
views were completed in May-July, the 2018-2019 tea season.

Research Findings

As a result of the research, the answers to the related questions in the surveys
were evaluated under the topics such as basic demographic characteristics,
household data, unpaid family labor and working conditions in tea farming,
and gender data.

Demographic Findings

The majority of interviewees, the youngest 25 and the oldest 55 years old,
43% of them are 45+ years of age. Among agricultural laborer women who
belong 20-29 age group are generally unmarried women of the household
or the brides of household. Most of the women interviewed in the region are
young and middle-aged. Women generally participate in agricultural activ-
ities from the age of 10 and are involved in tea production until the age of
55-60.

Considering the educational status of the interviewed group, the highest rate
(83.3%) is women with primary school education. There are only 3 people
who are just literate and 7 people who are secondary school graduates. The
interviewees included in the 20-29 age group have higher education level
than the women in the 30-39 and over 40 age group in the research. Those
with high school education women were in the 30-39 age group. 20-29 age
women were educated associate degree and undergraduate. Women in the
20-29 age group are generally women who return to their family home due to
unemployment after education and participate in tea picking activities. This
situation is also an indicator of unemployment among educated women.

The unpaid family workers included in the research, the women engaged in
tea farming; 76.7% were married, 13.3% were unmarried, 3.3% were lost their
husband and 6.7% were divorced. Unmarried participants have associate and
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undergraduate degrees. These participants returned to their hometowns due
to unemployment after their education and took part in tea production with
their families.

Household Data

It is generally women who are responsible for the nutrition and care process-
es of the people in the household. This situation turns into ‘responsibility’ for
women, especially in countryside. In such a case, the number of people in
the household is more or less shows different results. 70% of the participants
in the study have the type of family that we can call extended family. Other
people who are not in the nuclear family are usually mother-in-law and father-
in-law. The fact that the elders in the household are usually the parents of the
men is one of the aspects of patriarchy that makes itself felt in the countryside.
In such crowded families, an extra workload is imposed on women as the divi-
sion of labor is based on gender inequality.

Unpaid Family Labor and Working Conditions in Tea Agriculture

Considering at the Hopa locale, women play the leading role in tea collection
activities. We see that the children of the family, namely the young individ-
uals, participate in the picking tea activities intensively. The reason for this
can be shown that the education periods do not coincide with the tea sea-
son. Some of the participants stated that the work of picking tea belonged to
the woman, while the man was to take the tea to the place of selling center
and sell it. It can be said that there is a division of labor with the concepts of
“women’s work” and “men’s work” during the tea farming. The use of splitters
and sharecroppers, on the other hand, is generally preferred by families when
number of people who will pick tea in the household is a few (like unmarried,
divorced, single families). 63% of the participants have debts and 68% stated
that they applied to the bank to get a loan. Applicants for bank loans are gen-
erally those whose partners do not work or who are retired and only earn in-
come from tea farming. 89% of the participants stated that the debt payment
method is tea income or wage income.

The activity of picking tea begins usually when children go to the tea garden
with their mothers when they are old enough to pick, and then they contin-
ue it and married women is expected to pick tea for their husband’s families.
When it comes to stories of dealing with tea agriculture here; it is seen that
factor such as the cultural structure of the countryside and the family’s agri-
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cultural activities are important.

Another reason why housework and agricultural work are intertwined in rural
areas, and agricultural work seems to be an extension of housework, is the
distance from the agricultural area. Another importance of the distance to the
area where tea farming place is related to how the transportation is provided.
Hopa has rough and sloping geographical formations. Tea fields are gener-
ally located on the slopes. Transportation to the tea fields is therefore often a
problem. While slope landforms are a positive factor in terms of picking the
tea, it is a negative factor in terms of transportation of the tea.

Factors such as the undefined of working hours and their unpaid work make
women'’s labor invisible. Factors such as climatic conditions and the weather
conditions of the day affect the determination of working hours in tea agri-
culture. Majority of the participants (93.3%) stated that they were in tea farm-
ing between 6-10 hours. The individual time use of women who work both at
home and in the field for a long time is restricted.

53.3% of the participants employ workers for the tea picking activity. Employ-
ing workers for a fee or as sharecropper does not mean that women do not
collect tea. Decision makers who decide whether to employ workers or not is
the male members of the household. The fact that the father and the husband
decide on employing workers and women'’s opinions are not asked show that
the importance of women in agriculture is ignored and the decision maker is
in the hands of the patriarchy. When we search about needs of the worker,
87.5% of the participants who use workers stated that they meet the needs of
the workers such as food, beverage and accommodation. This is an important
finding in terms of increasing the workload of women.

When asked to participants whether they had a work accident in agricultural
activity or not, all of the participants stated that they hadn’t a work accident
because they did not consider themselves working and didn’t see the acci-
dents they had as work accidents. However, when the definition of work acci-
dent was detailed (insect bite, tool injury, etc.), 80% of the participants stated
that they had a work accident.

A great majority of the participants, 93.3%, who are in tea farming, stated that
they do not engaged in sharecropper and splitter activities. One of the 2 par-
ticipants who worked as a sharecropper said that she did this for gain a side
income, while the other participant said that she did it for the treatment ex-
penses of their disabled child.

73.3% of the participants are engaged in agricultural activities other than
tea. Other agricultural activities are commonly include vegetables such as
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corn, beans, tomatoes and cucumbers. While the majority of this agricultur-
al production is made for subsistence, 41% is made for as income-oriented
production. One of the participants made these activities as income-oriented
production stated that “Caykur was forced to sell our tea to the private sector
due to practices such as quota, and therefore tea does not bring income as
before”.

Gender Data

The 30 unpaid female family workers participating in the study were asked
about the amount of money they received from agricultural production, and
40% answered as ‘little’, 30% as ‘too little’, and 30% as ‘enough’. Earning some
amount of money by female unpaid family workers is the money given by their
husband after the sale of tea, and this money is generally spent by women for
household and child expenses. Women think the budget for the household
as their own income and accept the expenditures made for the household as
their own responsibility. It is concluded that there is no saving for women in
the household, except for two of the participants. One of the 2 participants
who said that savings were made for them in the household, stated that a
gold account was opened by his father, and another participant stated that
her husband paid for her private insurance.

63.3% of the participants answered yes to the question “Do you have land?”
and 36.7% answered no. 50% of the participants who answered ‘no’ stated
that the reason for not having their lands was lack of inheritance sharing in
the household. When the women who own land were asked how much land
they had, most of them could not answer, while those who answered gave an
average number. When asked who owns the land, 10 of the 19 participants
replied that it was their husband, 8 of them was their father and 1 was theirs.
The propertylessness of women in countryside in Turkey is also revealed in
this study. The fact that only one of 30 women has own land demonstrates
this situation.

To the question of “Would you like to work in agriculture or in another job
if you had a choice?”, all of them answered “in another job” because they
thought it would be more comfortable. Many also stated that they would like
this job to be a civil service. In the results obtained here, it is observed that
agricultural production is drudge and it brings extra burden to women other
than housework.

The question of “What do male members of the family think about you to work
a gainful occupation outside of agriculture production?” 86.7% of the partici-
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pants gave a negative answer and 13.3% gave a positive answer. The general
reason for men to have a negative view of women working in another unpaid
job can be shown as the thought that women working in tea agriculture can-
not do other jobs and that women’s paid work is not a common situation.

Despite the fact that women play a leading role in tea production, as men-
tioned before, tea production is seen as a “women’s job”, women gain no
wage from the production, this job considered as an extension of housework,
there is no working hours and a certain place and the men have economic
and social power in the household by working in a paid job; these all cause
the women’s opinions not to be given enough importance.

Conclusion
1. Hopa is a region where women'’s labor is heavily used in tea production.
2. With the effect of agricultural transformation, men’s orientation to paid

10.

11.
12.

employment has increased the workload of women in agriculture.
Women in rural areas are exposed to a gender division of labor.

Family female workers work as invisible labor in tea production in an un-
paid, insecure manner.

Health problems and work accidents are experienced intensively.

The fact that it is tiring and the thought that it is not valued in the society
has increased the rate of dissatisfaction in agricultural work.

In rural areas, women are largely propertyless.
Women want to work in jobs with wages and social rights.

Women with a high level of education had to participate in unpaid family
labor due to market conditions.

The majority of women are engaged in various agricultural activities oth-
er than tea farming.

Patriarchal pressure is felt more.
Insufficient agricultural income causes debt.
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Ve Doga... Ve Mekan... Ve Bellek

Melek Goregenli

Sunumumag, igerik acisindan da bicim agisindan da ¢ok 6nemli, cok guzel bir
calisma yaptiginizicin, GOLA'daki arkadaslar basta olmak Uzere emegi gecen
herkesi kutlayarak baslamistim. iki gun boyunca dinledigim her seyin, yeni
calismalar icin hepimize ilham verdigini dusunuayorum.

Benim uzmanlik alanlarimdan biri Cevre Psikolojisi, yani insan mekan iliski-
leri ve aslinda toplumsal ve psikolojik olgularin hicbiri mekandan bagimsiz
dusunulebilecek, calisilabilecek konular da degil. Cay Uretimi ve bu surecle
ilgili 6zel olarak calismadigim icin sunumum agirlikli olarak teorik kavramlara
iliskin olacak ve calistayda iki gundur dinlediklerimden hareketle olusan du-
stncelerimi paylasmaya calisacagim.

Cevre psikolojisi insan mekan iliskisine nasil bakmaktadir? Aslinda belki de
suradan baslamaliyim: Genel olarak insan davranisi bir vakumda, bir bosluk-
ta gergeklesiyor gibi ele alinir. Cevre psikolojisinin bakis acisiyla, 6zellikle fe-
nomenolojik yaklagimin énermeleri, bilincliligin bir vakumda degil, yalnizca
seylerle iliskide var oldugunu, insana ve bilince dair her seyin ancak seylerle
ve mekanla iliskide olustugunu dgretir. Dolayisiyla ¢cevre psikolojisi yaklasim-
lan, kisinin dunyadaki varligini aslinda onun mekansalligina baglar. Burada
fizik ve matematigin bize tarif ettigi mekandan farkli birinsan mekan deneyimi
vurgulanmaktadir. Fizik ve matematigin tarif ettigi mekan daha kavramsal bir
mekandir; cevre psikolojisinin mekani ise yasantisaldir; yasantinin kendisin-
den kaynaklanan ve ayni zamanda yasantiyl kuran seydir mekan. Dolayisiy-
la biz insanin mekansal davranisini pek ¢ok kavramla anlamaya calisabilir:
Duzen, baglilik, kokluluk, kimlik, bellek gibi. Peki ¢ay konusunda Karadeniz
Bolgesi'ndeki insan mekan iligkilerinin zaman i¢inde degisimini daha iyi an-
lamamiza yol acacak olan kavramlar neler olabilir? Bu kavramlarin en énemli-
lerinden bir tanesi alansallik (territoriality) kavrami: Mekanda insanin iz birak-
masiyla, mekaniisaretlemesiyle, mekani sinirlandirmasiyla ilgili bir kavram bu.
Alansallik kavrami butun etkinligimizin icinde yer aldigi akslar ele alir, yani
dunyadaki butun etkinligimizin bir tar ekseni niteligini tasir. Mekanla kurdu-
gumuz iliskinin donusumunt bu konustuklarimiz baglaminda anlamamiza
yol agacak kullanisli kavramlardan bir tanesi de kendileme (appropriation)
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kavramidir. Bu kavram c¢evre psikolojisinin Marksist literaturden alarak do-
nustardaga bir kavramdir. Uretim strecinde isci sadece Urettigi seyi donus-
tarmez, ayni zamanda kendisini de donusturar. Dogayla iliskimizde de ¢ok
temel bir suregtir bu. Uretim iligkisinin insani dénusturen uretici donguselli-
gi, ureten, sermaye ve Uretim iligkilerinin kapitalist dongustunde bozulur. Ya-
bancilasma kavrami bu sureci anlatir. Cevre psikologlari tarafindan mekanla
iliskimizi anlamak i¢cin kullanilan kendileme kavrami, 60’larda kent sosyolog-
lari tarafindan Fransa’da gelistirilmis ve kullanilmistir. Kendileme kavraminin
mekanla iliskide kullanilmasi, mekanla kurdugumuz iliski sirecinde, mekanin
ve insanin karsilikli birbirini donusturdugu bir strece, mekanla kurdugumuz
iliskinin karsilikliigina ve insanin bilingliliginin seylerle iliskide gerceklesme-
sine isaret eder. Tipki is¢inin uretim surecinde kendini yeniden uretmesi gibi.
Ama mekanla iliskide Uretim surecinden farkli olarak sahiplik, mulkiyet kavra-
minin 6nemi yoktur. Mekanlarin mulkiyetine sahip olmayabiliriz. Mesela bir
kent meydaninin, bir parkta strekli oturdugumuz bankin ya da bir kafedeki bir
masanin, kafenin bir yaninin, sokagin bir tarafini géren bir noktasinin mulkiyet
acisindan bizimle bagi yoktur. Bizim mulkumuz degildirler, ama bizim kendi-
mizi kurmamizda, yeri isaretlememizde ¢ok 6nemli bir yere sahip olabilirler.

Bizler mekanla iliskimizde olusuruz. Bu kendileme surecinde aslinda sey-
ler de mekanin kendisi de, insana gore kendisini donusturar. Bir terlikle, bir
ayakkabiyla kurdugumuz iliski gibi; ilk giydigimizde ayagimiz ayakkabiya uy-
maz, ayagimiz ayakkabiya gore sekillenmeyi 6Jrenir, ayakkabi da ayagimiza
gore donusur zamanla, esner vs... Bu birlikte bir yaratim sarecidir. Kimlik gibi
mekanin kendilenmesinden dogan baska kavramlar olusturabiliyoruz. Kimlik,
yere baglilik, yani yerle kurdugumuz, mekanla kurdugumuz iliski, bu kendile-
me yoluyla gerceklesirken o dongusellik bizim kimligimizin kurulmasini, inga
edilmesini saglamaktadir. Bu sure¢ hem birey dizeyinde hem grup, duzeyin-
de hem de aslinda gruplar arasi dizeyde gerceklesiyor. Bireysel olarak kendi
bilincliligimiz, bireysel kimlik ve yer dolayimiyla grup kimligi olusturmamiz ve
diger gruplarla gruplar arasi iligkilerimiz de aslinda mekanlar yoluyla gercek-
lesiyor. Bu donguselligin, bu iliskinin temel kavramlarindan birisi de kontrol.
Kontrol kavramini genellikle olumsuz bir sey gibi algilarz. Oysa kontrol eylem-
liligin cok 6Gnemli bir boyutudur. Mekanla iliskimizde de eger mekéan uzerinde
kontrolumuz yoksa kendileme iligkisi gerceklesemez. Kontrol, mekani butu-
nuyle kendi ihtiyaclarimiz dogrultusunda bicimlendirmek, belirlemek anlami-
na gelmemektedir. Burada kontrol aslinda insan ve mekan iliskisindeki o don-
guselligi saglayan bir tur eyleme ve eylemdeki irade anlamina gelmektedir.
Dolayisiyla mekan uzerindeki kontrol yitirildiginde, butun benlik olusturma,
grup kimligi olusturma ve yer baglilig olusturma baglaminda psikolojik ve
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sosyal kontrol kaybi ortaya ciktiginda battn bu surecler de bozulur. Su ana
kadar s6zUnu ettigim sure¢ yapici, kurucu ve insa edici ayni zamanda donus-
tarucu etkisi olan bir stre¢. Mesela ¢ay Uretiminden s6z edelim; ¢cay Uretimi
spesifik olarak kapitalist bir yapilasmaya gittiginde, yani ne kadar, nerede,
kimlerle ve hangi tekniklerle Uretecegdiniz gibi sorularin cevaplarina katilimini-
zin bile olmadigi bir tarimsal uretim sureci gergeklestiginde, mekanin tzerin-
deki kontrolu de vyitiririz. Digtan butunuyle kontrol edilen uretim ve mekanla
kurulan iliski, mekanla iligkimizin déngusel ve yasantisal dogasini bozmak-
ta ve onu soyut bir bicime donustirmektedir Dolayisiyla mekan Uzerindeki
davranigsal kontrol ortadan kalkiyor ve Uretim surecinde insanin kontrolu
ve iradesi kesintilere ugruyor. Bu sureg, baslarken soyledigim gibi pek cok
arastirmaya ilham vermistir. Calistay oturumlarinda Karadeniz icin anlatilan-
lara baktigimizda, insanlarin bir zamanlar hem kendilerinin kullandigi hem de
sattigi Grtnleri Urettigini goéraruz; kendir, misir, karalahana gibi. Bir arkadas,
insanlarin acliktan korktugu icin misir Uretimine, her seye ragmen devam etti-
gini anlatti. Strecte Uretimin somut ve yasamsal dogasindan kopma surecinin
gittikce hizlandigini goruruz; gittikge yasamsal-somut olandan soyut bir hale
donuasur ve hem mekanin hem aretimin kendilenmesi, dolayisiyla Gretimden
gelen hayatin uretilmesi streci gerceklesememektedir. Ancak buna ragmen
insanlar acliktan korktuklar icin misir iretmeye devam etmektedirler. Cunku
aslinda bu yeni mekansal iliski tur, hayati surdirmek, kendisi, ailesi ve batin
grubu icin hayatta kalmak konusundaki edimlerini insanin kendi kontrolun-
den ¢ikarmaktadir. Mesela, pandemi surecinde yasadigimiz, ilk sokaga ¢ikma
yasag ilan edildiginde -iki saat 6nce ilan edilmisti ve o iki saat icinde herkes
marketlere saldirmisti- olusan aligveris yogunlugunu hatirlatmaktadir. insan-
larin bencilliklerinden s6z ediliyordu. Oysa durumun bencillikle hicbir alakasi
yoktur. Oradaki temel motivasyon insanlarin sisteme, devlete givenmemeleri
ile ilgilidir.. Yani sizin Uretim surecinin kendisine, sonucuna guvenmemeniz bir
tur bireysel eyleme, biriktirme ihtiyacina yol agmaktadir. Oysa kapitalistlesme-
den énce o sure¢ butunuyle sizin kontrolunuzdeydi. Ormandan 6nce kendir
Uretimine ve misir iretiminden sonra gay Uretimine, insanin dogayla iliskisin-
de dénemler bunlardir; bu dénemlerin her biri Uzerine insan-mekan iliskisinin
donusumu agisindan konusmak mumkundur. Ozet olarak sunu soyleyebiliriz:
insanin dogayla ve yapilandinlmis mekanlarla iliskisinde kapitalistlesmeye,
tekellesmeye dogru gidildikce her ddnem, burada s6zu edildigi gibi, insanin
mekan ve Uretim Uzerindeki kontrol kaybini giderek agirlastirmaktadir.

Son bolumde bellek kavraminin teorik cergevesi tizerinde durarak bazi 6rnek-
ler verelim. Bu sureg, sadece onu dogrudan deneyimleyen, kendi icinde yasa-
yan insanlarin mi hayatini degistirmektedir? Hayir. Fiziksel mekanla kurulan
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degisir. Bellek dedigimiz sey aslinda bu mekanla iliski strecinde olusan butun
anilarin aktarimi oldugu icin, surecte bu aktarim da butunuyle degismektedir.
Aktarim neden degisir? Cunku, bellek ya da mekéansal bellek birilerinin biri-
lerine anlattigi hikayelerden ibaret bir sey degildir. O bellegin saglikli bigim-
de aktarlmasi, kalici olmasi icin subjektif bir mekan-alan duygusundan 6te
o aktarilan bellegin gercek hayatta bir karsiiginin olmasi gerekir. Yani grup
kimligi, yer kimligi dedigimiz sey, sembollerle anlamlarla kozmolojik bir cer-
¢evede olusur ve aslinda ¢ercevenin, mitolojinin aktarimi bile bu ¢ercevenin
gercek hayatta bir karsiiginin olmasiyla yakindan iligkilidir. Aktarilan hikaye
ve anlamlar ile gercek yagsamda mekanla kurulan iligski birbirinden ¢ok farkl
oldugunda aktarimin da gerceklesmesi mumkun degil. Dolayisiyla mekana
iliskin bellegin -yani burada cay Uretimi deyin, ne derseniz deyin- aktarimi
da imkansiz hale gelmekte ya da su anin hayatinda pek de karsiligi, anlami
olmayan masallarin aktarimi gibi bir seye donusmektedir. Bu soylediklerim
birey duzeyinden aile gibi kuc¢uk gruplar ve daha buyuk topluluklara dogru
genigletilebilir. Birey duzeyinde, buatincul benliklerden, parcalanmis bolun-
mus benliklere gecilir. Bunu yasadigimiz hayatin her alanina uygulayabiliriz.
Bolunmus benlikler sadece anda var olmayi talep eder, Uretimin ve hayatin
surekliligi yoluyla kendini var etmeyi ortadan kaldirir. Tuketici insanin, tuke-
timle var olmasi gibi populer cimleler kullanilmaktadir ya, esasen tuketici in-
sanla Uretici insan arasindaki farkin en ¢ok hayatilestigi yer mekanla kurulan
iliskidir. Bunlarin hepsini calismak lazim. Mesela kadinlar bu farkli mekansal
donusumselliklerle nasil basa c¢ikiyorlar? Oradan, bu yeni mekansalliktan na-
sil yeni bir benlik, bir kadinlik yaratiyorlar? Butun bunlar ayri ayri ¢calisilmasi
gerekli sorulardir

Bu calistayda iki gundur konusulan déntsum sureci, dogada vardir: mese-
la tohum degisir dendi. Evet, aslinda tohum degisir ve gercekten tohumun
degismesi sadece tohumun degismesi anlamina gelmez. Tohumla birlikte as-
linda her sey degisir. Sunusunda Fatma Geng¢ kapitalizm sadece emegimize
el koydugu icin kotu degil, bizim insan olarak gelismemize de el koyuyor vur-
gusunu yapmistl. Ben de aslinda sunumumda bunu anlatmaya ¢alistim. Her
kapitalist mudahale bizim insan olarak kendimizin, zihnimizin bedenimizin
donguselligini bozmaktadir. O yuzden bu kadar kolay yonetilebiliyoruz. Konu
sadece cayla ilgili de bir sey degil. Bizi gergekten beceriksizlestiren ve hayati-
miz gelecedimiz, gecmisimiz her sey Uzerinden kontrolUmuzu elimizden alan
bir stire¢ bu. Yani zengin olsak da bunu yapiyor (fakir olsak da; siniflar tGstu bir
ortak kesen bu) sirf emek soémurisu degil yani her seyin somurtsu.
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Peki gruplar arasi iligkiler duzeyine ne olmaktadir? Karadeniz'de hep milliyet-
cilikten ya da milliyetciligin zaman icinde yukseldiginden bahsedilir. Bunun
nedenlerinden biri olarak, Guneydogu'ya askerlik yapmaya Karadeniz'den
daha ¢ok geng gittigi -izmir icin de bu soylenir- daha ¢ok insan 6ldugu ve
bu surecin yeni bir politik iklim yaratmasi oldugu 6ne surulmektedir. Kara-
deniz toplumunun homojen bir nufustan heterojen bir yapiya dénismesiyle
de aciklanabilir belki. G¢menler, mevsimlik isciler, ister yurtdisindan gelsin,
ister Turkiye'nin icinden gelsin zaman icinde gruplar arasi bir karsilasma ger-
ceklesir digeriyle karsilasma. Aslinda bu digeri ile karsilagsma hayirli bir seydir.
Digeriyle karsilastigimizda bir temas gerceklesir, bir tanima, bilme. Bu iyi bir
seydir ama esit duzeyde insanlar, gruplar arasinda oldugu zaman, bu temas
ayni zamanda donusturacudur.

Ancak rekabeti de iginde tasiyan, yani bir tar rekabeti, hatta bir tar sémara
iliskisini isci- patron yani isveren ve isci iliskisini de tasiyan bir temas oldugu,
kendiliginden olusmus bir karsilasma olmadigi icin cok hayirli sonuglara yol
acmamaktadir. Cunkld o disardan doénusturtlen ve yapaylastirilan aslinda
mekanla, insanla ve digeriyle iliskiyi yine digtan kurulan bir sistem gelip size
dayatir. O zaman tabii bu iliskiden hayirli bir sey ¢cikmaz iste. Milliyetcilik ¢ikar,
duasmanlik cikar.






And Nature... And Space... And
Memory

Melek Goregenli

| started my presentation by congratulating everyone, especially my friends
at GOLA, who contributed for doing a very good work, which is very import-
antin terms of content and form. I think that everything I listened to during the
two days inspired us all for new works.

One of my special interest is Environmental Psychology, that is, human-space
relations, and in fact, none of the social and psychological phenomena are
subjects that can be thought and studied independently of space. Since |
do not work specifically on tea production and this process, my presentation
will be mainly about theoretical concepts and | will try to share my thoughts
based on what | have listened to in the workshop for two days.

How does environmental psychology view the human-space relationship?
Maybe | should start from here: In general, human behavior is treated as oc-
curring in a vacancy, in a vacuum. From the perspective of environmental
psychology, especially the propositions of the phenomenological approach
teach that consciousness does not exist in a vacuum and that everything
about human and consciousness is formed only in relation to things and
space. Therefore, environmental psychology approaches connect a person’s
existence in the world to his or her spatiality. Here, a different human space
experience from the space described by physics and mathematics is empha-
sized. The space described by physics and mathematics is a more conceptu-
al space; the space of environmental psychology is experiential; space origi-
nates from the experience and at the same time establishes it. Therefore, we
can try to understand the spatial behavior of humans with many concepts.
Such as order, commitment, rootedness, identity, memory. So, what are the
concepts that will lead us to better understand the change of human-space
relations in the Black Sea Region over time? One of the most important of
these concepts is territoriality: This is a concept about people leaving a trace
in the space, marking, and limiting the space. The concept of spatiality deals
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with the axes in which all our activity taken place, that is, it is a kind of axis of
all our activity in the world. One of the useful concepts that will enable us to
understand the transformation of our relationship with the space in the con-
text of what we are talking about is the concept of appropriation. This concept
is a concept that environmental psychology has taken and transformed from
Marxist literature. In the production process, workers not only transform what
them produces, but also transforms themselves. This is a very fundamental
process in our relationship with nature. The productive circularity of the pro-
duction relation, which transforms the human being, is disrupted in the cap-
italist cycle of the producer, capital, and production relations. The concept
of alienation describes this process. The concept of appropriation, used by
environmental psychologists to understand our relationship with space, was
developed and used by urban sociologists in France in the 60s. The use of
the concept of appropriation in relation to space indicates a process in which
space and people transform each other, the reciprocity of the relationship we
establish with space, and the realization of human consciousness in relation
to things; just as the worker reproduces own self in the production process.
But in relation to space, unlike the production process, the concept of owner-
ship is not important. We may not own the property of spaces. For example,
a city square, the bench which we sit all the time in a park or a table in a cafe,
one side of the cafe, a point that sees one side of the street have no connec-
tion with us in terms of property. They are not our property, but they can have
a very important place in self establishment, in marking the place.

We are formed in our relationship with space. In this process of appropriation,
things, and the space itself transform themselves according to the human
being. Like the relationship we establish with a slipper or a shoe: when we
wear it for the first time, shoes do not fit, our feet learn to adapt the shape of
the shoes, and the shoes transform to adopt the shape our feet over time,
it stretches vs... This is a co-creation process. We can create other concepts,
such as identity, arising from the appropriation of space. Identity, belonging
to the place, that is, the relationship that we establish with the place, real-
ized through this appropriation, that circularity ensures the establishment
of our identity. This process takes place both at the individual level, at the
group level, and indeed at the intergroup level. Our formation of group iden-
tity through our individual consciousness, individual identity and place, and
our intergroup relations with other groups take place through spaces. One
of the basic concepts of this circularity, of this relationship, is control. We of-
ten perceive the concept of control as something negative. However, control
is a very important dimension of agency. In our relationship with the space,
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if we do not have control over the space, the relationship of appropriation
cannot take place. Control does not mean to shape or determine the space
entirely in line with our own needs. Here, control means a kind of action and
a will in action that provides that circularity in the relationship between hu-
man and space. Therefore, when control over on space is lost, when loss of
psychological and social control occur in the context of whole self-formation,
group identity formation and place attachment, all these processes are dis-
rupted. The process that | have mentioned so far is a constructive, constituent
and construct process that has a transformative effect at the same time. For
example, let’s talk about tea production; when tea production experience a
specifically capitalist construction, an agricultural production process takes
place in which you do not even participate in the answers to questions such
as how much, where, with whom and with what techniques we will produce,
we lose control over the space. Production, which is completely controlled
from the outside, and the relationship established with the space disrupt the
cyclical and experiential nature of our relationship with space and transform
it into an abstract form. Therefore, behavioral control over space disappears
and in the production process, human control and will are interrupted. This
process has inspired a lot of research, as | said at the beginning. When we
look at what was told about the Black Sea in the workshop sessions, we see
that people once produced products that they used and sold, such as can-
nabis, corn, kale. A scholar told us in her presentation that people continued
to produce corn despite everything because they were afraid of starvation.
In the process, we see that the process of breaking away from the concrete
and vital nature of production is accelerating; it gradually transforms from the
vital concrete to an abstract one, and the process of self-appropriation of both
space and production, and therefore the production of life from production,
cannot be realized. However, despite this, people continue to produce corn
because they are afraid of hunger. Because, in fact, this new type of spatial
relationship takes the actions of sustaining life, surviving for herself, her family
and the whole group out of one’s own control. For example, it reminds the
weight of shopping when the first curfew was announced -it was announced
two hours ago and everyone attacked the markets in those two hours. It's
been said that people are selfish. However, it has nothing to do with selfish-
ness. The main motivation there is about people’s distrust of the system and
the state. In other words, your distrust of the production process itself and its
result leads to a kind of individual action, the need for accumulation. How-
ever, before the capitalist system, that process was completely under your
control. These are the periods before the forest to cannabis production and
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after corn production to tea production, human’s relationship with nature; it is
possible to talk about each of these periods in terms of the transformation of
the human-space relationship. In summary, we can say the following: As mov-
ing towards capitalization and monopolization in the relationship of people
with nature and structured spaces, each period gradually aggravates the loss
of control of people over space and production, as mentioned here.

In the last section, let's give some examples by focusing on the theoretical
framework of the concept of memory. Does this process only change the lives
of people who experience it directly and live within themselves? No. When
the circularity of this relationship with the physical space is lost and the ac-
tivities change, the meanings also change. Since what we call memory is the
transfer of all memories formed in the process of relationship with this space,
this transfer also completely changes in the process. Why does the transfer
change? Because memory or spatial memory is not just a story someone tells
someone. For that memory to be transmitted in a healthy way and to be per-
manent, that transferred memory must have a real-life counterpart beyond
a subjective sense of space-space. In other words, group identity, what we
call place identity, is formed in a cosmological framework with symbols and
meanings, and in fact, even the transmission of the framework, the mythology,
is closely related to the real-life counterpart of this framework. When the sto-
ries and meanings conveyed and the relationship established with the place
inreal life are very different from each other, it is not possible for the transfer to
take place. Therefore, the transfer of spatial memory -say tea production here,
or whatever- becomes impossible, or it turns into something like the transfer
of fairy tales that have no meaning in the life of the moment. This can be ex-
tended from the individual level to small groups such as families and larger
communities. At the individual level, we move from whole selves to fragment-
ed divided selves. We can apply this to every area of our life. Divided selves
demand only existence in the moment, eliminating self-existence through the
continuity of production and life. Popular phrases such as the consumer’s ex-
istence through consumption are used. In fact, the place where the difference
between the consumer and the producer becomes most vital is the relation-
ship with the place. You have to work for all of them. For example, how do
women overcome these different spatial transformations? From there, how
do they create a new self, a femininity from this new spatiality? These are all
questions that need to be studied separately.

The transformation process, which has been talked about for two days at this
workshop, exists in nature: for example, it was said that the seed changes.
Yes, indeed the seed changes, and indeed the change of the seed does not
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merely mean the change of the seed. Everything changes with the seed. In
her presentation, Fatma Gen¢ emphasized that capitalism is not only bad be-
cause it confiscates our labor, it also confiscates our development as human
beings. In fact, | tried to explain this in my presentation. Every capitalist inter-
vention disrupts the circularity of ourselves as human beings, of our minds
and bodies. That's why we can be managed so easily. It's not just about tea,
either. It's a process that really makes us incompetent and takes away our
control over everything, our lives, our future, our past. In other words, even
though we are rich, it does (even though we are poor; this is the one who cuts
a common above class) not just because of the exploitation of labor, that is,
the exploitation of everything.

So, what happens to the level of intergroup relations? In the Black Sea, it is
always mentioned that nationalism or that nationalism has risen over time.
It is claimed that one of the reasons for this is that more young people went
to the Southeast to do military service than in the Black Sea -this is also said
for izmir- more people died, and this process created a new political climate.
Maybe it can be explained by the transformation of the Black Sea society
from a homogeneous population to a heterogeneous one. Migrants, seasonal
workers, whether they come from abroad or from within Turkey, an encounter
between groups takes place over time. In fact, meeting this other is a good
thing. When we meet the other, a contact takes place, a recognition, know-
ing. That's a good thing, but when people on an equal footing are between
groups, that contact is also transformative.

However, since it is a contact that includes competition, that is, a kind of
competition, even a kind of exploitation relationship, that includes the em-
ployee-boss, that is, employer-employee relationship, it does not lead to very
beneficial results since it is not a spontaneous encounter. Because a system
that is transformed and artificialized from the outside imposes the relation-
ship with the place, the person and the other from the outside, and imposes
it on you. Then, of course, nothing good will come out of this relationship.
Nationalism emerges, enmity emerges.
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Ekoloji ve Mekan Iliskisinde Hak ve
Ozgurliklerin Butunlag

Ibrahim 0. Kaboglu

Cevre sorunlarinin 6ne cikmasi nedeniyle 6zellikle Stockholm Cevre ve Gelis-
me Konferansi (Haziran 1972) sonrasinda hazirlanan ve degistirilen anayasa-
lar, cevre hakki ve korumasi Uzerine maddeler 6ngdrmeye basladilar.

Turkiye'deki gelismeler de bu yonde oldu. 1982 Anayasasi’'nda yer alan hu-
kumleri Uce ayirmak yerinde olur: Dogrudan cevre hakkini duzenleyen 56.
madde, cevreyle dogrudan ve dolayli olarak ilgili olan htkumler ve ¢evre hak-
kinin hizmetine konulabilecek ilke ve hukumler. Hepsi aslinda “kamu yararini
yansitan Ulkesel duzenlemeler” seklinde nitelenebilir.”

i. Kamu Yararini Yansitan Dtizenlemeler

“Kamu yarar”, anayasal bir kavram olarak Turkiye Cumhuriyeti'nin tlke 6ge-
sine iligkin bilesenleri duzenleyen ve koruyan maddelerin ana basligi olarak
kullanilmigtir.2 Cevresel degerleri ve dogal varliklari korunmus bir yerytzu
parcasi olarak “nitelikli ulke” kavrami bu baglamda kullanilabilir.

1. Nitelikli tilke i¢in anayasal temeller

Cevre s6zcUQu en basta Anayasa madde 56'y1 akla getirse de, cevre hakki,
dayanagini genel olarak ve en genis anlaminda buttn Turkiye olarak ulkeye
yollama yapan maddelerde bulur ve bunlar, kentsel ekolojik dengeden or-
manlarin korunmasina iliskin maddelere kadar uzanir. Bu baglamda yer alan

1 Konuya iliskin ayrintili agiklama icin su yeni yayina bakilabilir: ibrahim 0. Kaboglu ve Nihan
Yanci Ozalp, Cevre Hakki, Tiimiyle Yenilenmis ve Genisletilmis 4. Baski, Tekin Yayinevi, Haziran
2021, 5.63-81.

2 Bkz. “Temel hak ve 6devler” (2. Kisim) / “Sosyal ve Ekonomik Haklar ve Odevler” (3. Bdliim),
“Kamu yarari” (lll. Bashk): Kiyillardan yararlanma, toprak mdlkiyeti, tarim, hayvancilik ve bu
Uretim dallarinda galisanlarin korunmasi, kamulastirma, devletlestirme ve 6zellestirme.
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anayasal duzenlemeler soyle siralanabilir: Turkiye Ulkesi, genel cerceve ola-
rak 6ne cikmakta; ikinci kemer, “kamu yarar” basligi altinda toplanan mad-
delerden (md. 43 vd) olusmakta; Gguncusu, tarihi, kalttrel ve dogal mirasin
korunmasina denk dugmekte (md. 63); dérduncust, tabii servetlerin aranmasi
ve igletilmesi (md. 168); besincisi, ormanlarin korunmasi ve gelistirilmesi (md.
169-170); altincisi, planlama (md. 166) ve nihayet, kentsel kamu duzeni ve
kent ekolojisi tizerine duzenlemeler (md. 23 ve 57) kaydedilebilir.

Bunlar, aslinda “nitelikli bir tilke” icin anayasal duzlemde 6ngorulen guvence-
ler olup kisaca soyle somutlastirilabilir;

Turkiye Ulkesi: “Turkiye Devleti, tlkesi ve milletiyle bolinmez bir buttin-
dur” temel kurali ile vurgulanan, sadece Ulkesel butunluk olmayip, “butdn
ulke”dir. Benzer sekilde madde 5'teki “Ulkenin bolunmezligi”, nitelikli bu-
tan ulke olarak yorumlamak gerekir.®

“Kamu yarar” gerekleri: Kiyilardan yararlanma (md. 43), toprak mulkiyeti
(md. 44) ve tanim, hayvancilik (md. 45) gibi alanlar, kamu yararindandir.*

Tarih, kualtur ve tabiat varliklarinin korunmasi: Devlet, tarih, kaltar ve ta-
biat varliklarinin ve degerlerinin korunmasini saglar; bu amacla duzenleyi-
ci ve tesvik edici tedbirleri alir (md. 63).

Dogal kaynaklar: Tabii servetler ve kaynaklar Devletin huktm ve tasarrufu
altindadir (md. 168).

Ormanlar: Devlet, ormanlarin korunmasi ve sahalarinin genigletilmesi icin
gerekli kanunlari koyar ve tedbirleri alir (md. 169).

Planlama: Ekonomik, sosyal ve kultarel kalkinmayi, 6zellikle sanayii ve
tarimin yurt duzeyinde dengeli ve uyumlu bicimde hizla gelismesini, tlke
kaynaklarinin dokum ve degerlendirilmesini yaparak verimli sekilde kulla-
nilmasini planlamak, bu amacla gerekli teskilati kurmak Devletin gérevidir
(md. 166).

Kentsel kamu duizeni: Yerlesme ozgurlugu, “saglikli ve duzenli kentles-
meyi gerceklestirmek ve kamu mallarini korumak” amaglariyla yasa ile si-
nirlanabilir. Devlet, konut ihtiyacini gidermede, “sehirlerin 6zelliklerini ve
cevre sartlarini gbzeten bir planlama” faaliyetinde bulunur (md. 23 ve 57).

Goraldugu uzere Anayasa, aktarilan farkl hukamleriyle kirsal-kentsel ve kaltu-
rel cevre Uglusunde butunlesik cevresel bakis lehine yorum icin gerekli 6ge-
leri ortaya koymaktadir.

3 Yine, milletvekili ve Cumhurbaskani andinda 6ngériilen, “vatanin bélinmez butUnlGgd”
vurgusu (md.81 ve 103), Tirkiye Ulkesini ifade etmektedir.

4 Benzer sekilde, kamulastirma ve devletlestirme olgitleri (md. 46-47) olarak kamu yarari,
Ozellestirme igin de gecerli olmalidir.
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2. "Saglik hakki” ve “cevre hakki” ekseni

1982 Anayasasi ile ¢evre hakki, hukukumuzda ilk kez normlar hiyerarsisinin
(kurallar siralamasi) en tst duzeyinde koruma altina alinmistir. 1961 Anayasa-
si'nin, “saglik hakki” kenar baslikli 49. maddesi soyle idi:

“Devlet, herkesin beden ve ruh sagligi icinde yasayabilmesini ve tibbi
bakim gérmesini saglamakla 6devlidir.”

Buna karsilik, 1982 Anayasasinin “saglik hizmetleri ve ¢cevrenin korumasi” ke-
nar baslikli 56. maddesine gore;

“Herkes saglikli ve dengeli bir cevrede yasama hakkina sahiptir.

Cevreyi gelistirmek, cevre sagligini korumak ve gcevre kirlenmesini 6n-
lemek Devletin ve vatandaslarin édevidir.

Devlet herkesin hayatini, beden ve ruh sagligi icinde surddrmesini
saglamak; insan ve madde guictiinde tasarruf ve verimi artirarak, isbir-
ligini gelistirmek amaciyla saglik kuruluslarini tek elden planlayip hiz-
met vermesini duzenler.

Devlet, bu goérevini kamu ve 6zel kesimdeki saglik ve sosyal yardim ku-
rumlarindan yararlanarak, onlari denetleyerek yerine getirir.

Sagdlik hizmetlerinin yaygin bir sekilde yerine getirilmesi icin kanunla
genel saglik sigortasi kurulabilir.”

1961°'den 1982'ye, soyle bir farklilagsma goézlenmektedir: “Saglik hakki”ni 6n-
go6ren madde 49, bunu gerceklestirmeyi devletin bir yakumlulugu olarak ta-
nim biciminde vermis olmakla, cevre korumasi 6ngoéralmuas degildir. Ancak,
saglik hakki ile cevre hakki arasinda dogrudan ve siki bir iliski vardir. Buna
karsilik 56. madde, “cevre hakki” kavramini kullanmamakla birlikte bunun ta-
nimini vermektedir. 3. fikrasinda ise, saglik hakki ile ilgili devletin 6devlerini
belirtmektedir. S6zUn 6zU, 49. madde “saglik hakki”ni dizenlemekte idi; 56.
madde “cevre hakki” ve saglikla ilgili hUkumler 6ngérmektedir.

ii. Anayasal Yakuamlulikler ve Olgutler

1982 Anayasasi'nda cevre hakki guvenceleri, kurumsal, normatif ve usule ilis-
kin haklar olmak tzere U¢ baslik altinda ele alinabilir:

Olumlu yakuamlualukler kurami,

Hak ve 6zgurluk élcutleri,

Usule iliskin haklar.
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1. Uclu cifte yakamlalik: 6nlemek/korumak/gelistirmek

Devletin gevre kirliligini 6nleme, gevreyi koruma ve gelistirme 6devi (md. 56),
aslinda cagdas devletin insan haklar karsisindaki G¢la yakumlalugune denk
dusmektedir: Saygi géstermek, korumak ve gelistirmek.

Anayasa madde 56, bu tc¢lu yakumlulugu, cevre ve saglik alaninda “6nlemek,
korumak ve gelistirmek” seklinde Uclu yukumlulukle tamamlandigindan,
“Gclu cifte yukumlaltk” basligi kullanildi.

- “Onlemek”: Madde 56 geregince, “cevre kirlenmesini dnlemek”, devletin
dogrudan ve 6ncelikli yakumlalagudur. Cevreyi bozan veya cevre Uzerinde
olumsuz etkilere yol agma riski yaratan faaliyetler (planlama, ilgili kararlar ve
uygulamaya koyma) icin ¢evresel etki degerlendirmesi (CED) raporu 6n ko-
suldur. Gercgeklestirmeyi planladiklari faaliyetleri sonucu cevre sorunlarina
yolacabilecek kurum, kurulus ve isletmeler bir “Cevresel Etki Degerlendirme
Raporu” hazirlarlar: Bu raporda ¢cevreye yapilabilecek tum etkiler g6z 6nun-
de bulundurularak cevre kirlenmesine neden olabilecek atik ve artiklarin ne
sekilde zararsiz hale getirilebilecedi ve bu hususta alinacak dnlemler belirti-
lir. CED uygulamasi ve etkililik derecesi, ister 6zel sektor ister kamu sektoru
olsun, devletin 6nleme yukumlulugunu yerine getirme aracidir.

Bu bakimdan, ciddi iki zaafa isaret etmekle yetinelim: ilki, CED yonet-
meligi Uzerinde yapilan surekli oynama, CED’i etkisiz kilma amacindan
baska bir nedenle acgiklanamaz. ikincisi ise, CED raporu hazirlik sureci,
uygulamada, ya gostermelik hale getirme c¢abalan 6ne cikmakta ya da
CED raporu gereklerine uyulmamaktadir. Bircok madencilik faaliyeti ve
devasa insaat faaliyetleri, CED raporuna uyulmadan yapimi sardurilen
yatinmlar olup, bunda siyasal irade belirleyicidir. Bunun anlami sudur:
Onlemekle birinci derecede yukumli olan makamlar, dnlemek bir yana,
iradelerini cevresel bozulma yénunde ortaya koyabilmektedirler.

CED gibi hukuki mekanizmalari, gostermelik olmaktan ¢ikarip, islevsel ve et-
kili kilmak 6nem tasimakla birlikte, CED, dnleme yukumlulugunu yerine ge-
tirmenin tek araci degildir. Bu surecte planlama etkinlikleri 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.
Anayasal duzlemde bunun c¢ok sayida araglari bulunmaktadir. Bu bakim-
dan, plan belgeleri hukuken baglayici belgeler olarak islem gérmelidir.
Devletin temel amac ve goérevleri baglaminda daha genel bir yakumlalagu
de vardir: Ulkenin bolunmezligini saglamak ve insan haklarini gelistirmek,
devlet yakumlulugunun, ulkeye ve topluma iliskin olmak tzere iki yuzana
gostermektedir (md. 5).

- "Korumak”: Madde 56 geregince, “cevre sagligini korumak,” Devle-
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tin, yurttaglarin ve yatinmcilarin 6devidir. Devletin koruma yukamlulugu,
cevre sagligi ile sinirll olmayip, uyumlu ve dengeli bir cevre korumasini
kapsamina almaktadir. Aslinda koruma yukumlulugu, madde 63'te belir-
tildigi Uzere, “tarihsel, kulturel ve dogal miras’” da icermektedir. Madde
43'e gore, “Kiyilar, devletin hukum ve tasarrufu altindadir”. Yine madde
168’e gore, “Tabii servetler ve kaynaklar Devletin hukum ve tasarrufu al-
tindadir.” Dahasi, “Devlet, ormanlarin korunmasi ve sahalarinin genis-
letilmesi icin gerekli kanunlari koyar ve tedbirleri alir...” (md. 169).

Bu koruma o6devi, devletin dogrudan faaliyetlerine iliskin oldugu gibi,
ozel sektor agisindan da gecerlidir: ilgili devlet organlar gerekli duzen-
lemeleri yapar; ilgili kuruluslann etkinliklerini dizenleme cergevesinde
yerine getirip getirmediklerini denetler ve kurallan ihlal edenlere yapti-
rnm uygular. Ne var ki kamu makamlari, bu Gc¢lu yakamlultuklerini gere-
gince yerine getirmedikleri icin, Turkiye cevresi, koruma bir yana surek-
li yagmalanir bir hale gelmis bulunuyor.®

Ote yandan, “Temel hak ve hurriyetler, kisinin topluma, ailesine ve diger ki-
silere kars1 6dev ve sorumluluklarini da ihtiva eder” seklindeki duzenleme
(md. 12/2), 6dev ve sorumluluklarin, sadece toplumsal iliskilerde degil, do-
gal ortamin korunmasi bakimindan da gecerli oldugu bigiminde yorumlan-
malidir.

- "Gelistirmek”: “Cevreyi gelistirmek”, devletin ve yurttaglarin 6devi-
dir.  Madde 56'nin Devlet icin 6ngoérdugu gelistirme yukumlulugu,
genel dayanagini madde 5'te bulmaktadir: “... kisinin hak ve hurriyet-
lerini, sosyal hukuk devleti ve adalet ilkeleriyle bagdasmayacak surette si-
nirlayan siyasal, ekonomik ve sosyal engelleri kaldirmaya, insanin maddi ve
manevi varliginin gelismesi icin gerekli sartlari hazirlamaya calismaktir.” Cev-
re hakkinin 6znesi de “herkes” olarak belirlendigine goére, Devletin bu ge-
nel yuokamlalugu cevre hakkini da kapsamina alir.

Onlemek, korumak ve gelistirmek bigimindeki tic asamali yakumluluk, Dev-
let adina islem ve eylem tesis eden kamu makamlari icin oldugu kadar, on-
larin denetimi altinda faaliyette bulunan 6zel sektor kuruluslarn ve yurttaglar
acisindan da gecerlidir. Anayasa madde 12, yatay iliskiler bakimindan s6z-
konusu yukumlulugu pekistirmektedir. Kuskusuz 6dev-hak ikilemi, cevre
kirliliginin dnlenmesi, tlkenin dogal dokusunun korunmasi ve ¢evrenin ge-
listirilmesi konusunda bireyin konumunu guclendirdigi gibi, sivil toplum or-

5 Anilan anayasal yiikimlilige karsin, “giivenlikli bir cevrede yasama hakkini ihlal” nedeniyle
Tiirkiye, insan Haklari Avrupa Mahkemesi (iIHAM) tarafindan mahkim edilmistir (bkz. Affai-
re Oneryildiz c. Turquie (Req. n0.48939/99), 30 Novembre 2004). Bu kararin 6zelligi, devletin
“olumlu yukimlualtkleri”nin sikga vurgulandigi kararlar arasinda yer aliyor olmasidir.
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gutlerinin girisimleri icin de guclu bir anayasal temel saglamaktadir. Boyle
bir anayasal dayanak, yurttaslara ve sivil toplum 6rgutlerine, dogay! tahrip
edici etkinliklere dogrudan mudahale hakkini verir; bu mudahale karsisinda
kolluk gugleri, “kamu duzeni” adina zor kullanamazlar. Zira yurttaslarin bek-
ciligini yaptigi, “cevresel kamu duzeni” ve Ulkenin birligi ve butunlagadar.
Bu bakimdan kamu vyarari, toplum yararinin 6tesine gegen ve -gelecek ku-
saklar dahil- Ulkesel yarari da kapsamina alan st bir kavramdir.® Sonug ola-
rak Devletin bu tclu yakumlulagu, CED ve ihtiyat (sakinim) ilkesini etkili bir
bicimde uygulamaya gecirmeye elverigli bir anayasal zemin olusturmaktadir.

2. Guvence olcutlerinin cevre hakkina uygulanmasi

Anayasal 6lcutler, iki kategoride toplanabilir: Butin anayasal hak ve 6zgurluk-
lere iliskin genel guvence olcutleri ve bunlarin ekosistem icin gecerliligi.

- Hak ve 6zgurluk guvence olcutleri: “Temel hak ve hurriyetler, 6zlerine do-

kunulmaksizin yalnizca Anayasanin ilgili maddelerinde belirtilen sebeplere
bagli olarak ve ancak kanunla sinirlanabilir. Bu sinirlamalar, Anayasanin sé-
zUne ve ruhuna, dlcululik ilkesine aykiri olamaz (md. 13).”
Anayasa madde 13, goruldugu Uzere, yedi ana ilkeden olusuyor ve dogru-
dan dort gavence dngoruyor: Demokratik toplum ddzeninin gereklerive laik
cumhuriyet, élcululik ve hakkin 6zu. Ug de dolayli givence: Yasallik ilkesi,
anayasal nedensellik ilkesi ve Anayasaya sayqgi ilkesi.

- Olgutlerin ekosisteme uygulanmasi: Bu 6lgutler, anayasal hak ve 6zgur-
lukler batunu icin gecerli oldugundan, ¢evre hakki icin de gavence olustu-
rur. Haliyle, adi gecen olgutlerin icerigi ve 6geleri aciklanirken ¢evre hakki
ile zenginlestirilebilir. Buna karsilik genel oélcutler, cevre ve doga ile ilgili
(Glkesel) haklar icin kullanilirken bu hakkin ézellikleri de dikkate alinarak
O6zgul baglantilar kurulmalidir. Bu nedenle, cevreye iliskin duzenlemeler si-
rasinda, bunlarin ¢cevre hakkinin 6ztne dokunup dokunmadig, 6lcula olup
olmadigi, demokratik toplum ve ¢evre hakki arasindaki iliski kadar, ekolojik
denge ekseninde cevresel demokrasiyi zedeleyip zedelemeyecegi de sor-
gulanmaldir.

Haliyle, Anayasa’da ekosistemi niteleyen kavramlar, madde 13 testinden ge-
cirilmeli; 6zellikle, cevre Uzerinde bozucu etki yaratan faaliyetlerin, cevresel

6 Cevrenin korunmasinda, kuskusuz asil olan, devlet organlari ile yurttaslarin giic birligidir. Si-
yasal toplum ve sivil toplum arasindaki baglanti icin en elverisli konumda olan derneklerin, bu
ozellikleri nedeniyle, cevresel islevleri cagdas anayasalar tarafindan dogrudan taninmaktadir.
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denge ve uyum bakimindan élcult olup olmadigi ve hakkin 6ztne dokunup
dokunmadigi irdelenmelidir. Madde 56 bakimindan, yasam hakkinin, “saglikli
ve dengeli ¢cevre” baglaminda ihlal edilip edilmedigi de arastirilmalidir.

“Denge ve saglik” kavramlari, beseri varligi asan turler olarak hayvan (fauna)
ve bitkileri (flora) de kapsamina alir.

Genel hak ve 6zgurluk guvencelerinden farkli olarak ulkeye iliskin haklarin
oOzgul guvenceleri var mi, eger varsa bunlar nelerdir?

Anayasal hak ve 6zgurlukler kétuye kullanilamaz ve kamu duzeni kaydi ile si-
nirlanabilir. Kamu duzeni genel kaydi, amacsal bir yorumla, “cevresel kamu
duzeni”ni de kapsamina alir. Bununla birlikte ¢cevre korumasi, genel bir sinir-
lama nedeni olarak gorulebilir. Batun anayasal hak ve ézgurlukler, “cevreyi
korumak” amaciyla kayitlanabilir.

“Ekolojik bakimdan dengeli, uyumlu ve saglikli” anayasal ¢cevre kayitlarinda
yer alan bu kavramlari, ¢cevre hakkini pekistirici yonde anlamlandirmak énem
tagimaktadir. Bu bakimdan, 1982 Anayasasi madde 56'da yer alan “saglikli ve
dengeli cevre” kavrami, glvence 6lcutu olarak gorulebilir.

3. Usule iliskin anayasal haklarin ¢cevre hakkina uygulanmasi

Anayasada Devletin 6nleme, koruma ve gelistirme 6devini etkili kilmak igin
kullanilabilecek eksen nitelikte maddeleri 6ne ¢ikarmak gerekir. Anayasanin
2. maddesinde Cumhuriyetin nitelikleri olarak “hukuk devleti” ve “demokratik
devlet”, cevresel duzenlemelerin genel élcutleri olarak uygulanmalidir. Bun-
larin basinda hukuki gavenlik ilkesi geldiginden, cevre ile ilgili yasal duzenle-
meler icin de sik¢ca basvurulan olan torba kanun uygulamasi, hukuk devleti
ilkesine aykiridir. Yasa-alti duzeyde ise, CED Yonetmeliginin yararlage girisin-
den bu yana defalarca degistirilmesi, cevre mevzuati alanindaki istikrarsiziigi
da ortaya koymaktadir. Cevre mevzuatinda bu denli sik degisiklik yapilmasi
ozelde cevre mevzuati gtivenligini, genelde ise hukuki guvenlik ilkesini zede-
lemektedir.

Keza demokratik devlet ilkesinin gerekleri arasinda, ¢evre koruma alaninda
buyuk 6nem tasiyan katilimcilik da yer alir. Bu nedenle, ¢evreye iliskin norma-
tif duzenlemeler, cevresel demokrasinin temel gereklerini yansitmalidir.

Ote yandan, yukarida belirtildigi tzere, “Turkiye Devleti tlkesi ve milletiyle bo-
lunmez bir butundar” hukmu (md. 3), tlke buttnlugunan niteliksel olarak da
korunmasi geregini icerir sekilde yorumlanmalidir.
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Cevreyi korumada kullanilabilecek en Gnemli madde, Devletin temel amag ve
gorevlerinin siralandigi 5. maddedir. Devlet, kisilerin ve toplumun refah, huzur
ve mutlulugunu saglama ve insanin maddi ve manevi varliginin gelismesiicin
gerekli sartlar hazirlama yukumlalugunu, ancak butanluguana gavence altina
aldigi nitelikli bir ilkede yerine getirebilir.

Anayasanin baglayiciligi ve tstanlugu kurali (md. 11), anayasal duzeyde tani-
nan ve gavencelenen cevre hakki agisindan koruyucu islev gorar.

Kisi haklari ve 6devleri bolumunde duzenlenen yasama hakki (md. 17), 6zel
ve ailevi hayata saygi hakki (md. 20), mulkiyet hakki (md. 35), cevre hakkini
korumak i¢in dayanilabilecek huktumlerdir.

Hak arama ozgurlugu (md. 36) ve ozellikle gevreye iliskin yargi kararlarina
uyulmasi geredi icin kullanilabilecek, mahkemelerin bagimsizliigina iliskin
138. madde hukmu, “cevresel adalet” (ekolojik adalet) hizmetindeki anayasal
guvencelerdir. Ote yandan, 138/son uyarinca “Yasama ve yurdatme organlari
ile idare mahkeme kararlarina uymak zorundadir; bu organlar ve idare, mah-
keme kararlarini hicbir suretle degistiremez ve bunlarin yerine getirilmesini
geciktiremez.” Bu hukam aslinda ¢evre lehine verilmis yargi kararlarini yerine
getirmemeyi ya da geciktirmeyi aliskanlik haline getiren yuratme ve idarenin,
ya da AYM'nin iptal ettigi bir yasal duzenlemeyi yeniden yasalastiran yasama
organinin Anayasaya aykiri tutumunu ortaya koydugu gibi Anayasanin bagla-
yiciligi ve ustunlagu ilkesine de aykiri bulunmaktadir.

Hak ve 6zgurluklere iliskin Anayasa maddeleri, fikir-hareket ve toplu eylem
zincirinde gevre hakki hizmetine konulmaya elverislidir. Ulkenin dogal, kulti-
rel ve tarihsel mirasini zedeleyen ve yagmalayan duzenleme ve uygulamala-
ra yoneltilen elestiriler, en genis fikir ve ifade 6zgurlugunden yararlanir (md.
25-26, 28 vd.). Toplanma ve gosteri 6zgurlukleri ile derneklesme haklari (md.
33 ve 34), ustun kamu yarari ereginde gevresel degerlerin korunmasina yon-
lendirilir.

iii. Degerlendirme ve Oneriler

Anayasa hem yururlukte olan kurallar hem de gecirdigi degisiklikler 1siginda
bir batun olarak yorumlanmalidir. Bu gereklilik, iki bakimdan énemlidir: Birinci-
si, 1982 Anayasasi, genel olarak hak ve 6zgurlukler lehine yorum ve uygulama
yonunde zorlanmalidir. ikincisi ise, 1982 Anayasasl, gegirdigi degisiklikler go-
zbnune alinarak ama ayni zamanda uluslararasi sdzlesmeler isiginda yorum-
lanmalidir. Hepsi birlikte, geriye géturalemezlik ilkesinin Gnemini ortaya koyar.
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« Anayasa’nin 6zgurliikler lehine yorumu: Ozgurluk-iktidar ikileminde
denge, otorite lehine bozulmus olsa da, 1982 Anayasasi Uzerinde “hak ve
6zgurluk alanini agma” hedefi unutulmamalidir. Bu genel gozlem, tlkesel
haklar i¢cin de gecerlidir.

« Anayasa’nin baskalasimi (metamorfoz): 1982 Anayasasi, 1987'den bas-
layan ve 2010'a kadar devam eden gdzden gecirmeler sonucunda, 6zellik-
le hak ve 6zgurlukler lehine degisiklige ugradi ve batun olarak bagkalasti...
Baskalasim, degistirilen maddelerle sinirli olmayip Anayasa butununu etki-
leyecek boyutlardadir. Sinirlama kayitlarini, ama daha ¢ok guvence 6lcut-
lerini siralayan madde 13, yukarida deginildigi Uzere baskalasimin basat
hukmu olup, sinirlama kayitlari ile glvence hukamleri i¢ ice ge¢cmis bulun-
maktadir.

Ugld sinirlama kaydi, cevresel haklara kamu yarari isiginda uygulanmalidir:

- Yasa kaydi: Anayasal hak ve 6zgurlukler ancak “yasa” ile sinirlanabilir.

« Anayasal nedensellik ilkesi: Sinirlama nedenleri Anayasa’da 6ngoérulmelidir.
+ Anayasa'ya saygi: Sinirlama, Anayasa’nin sdziine ve 6ztne uygun olmalidir.

Doértla gavence élgutandn ¢evreye uyarlanmasinda da kamu yarari ve Glkenin
batunselligi kavramlan éne ¢ikarilmalidir:

- Demokratik toplum: Anayasal hak ve 6zgurlukler ancak demokratik toplum
bakimindan zorunluluk varsa sinirlanabilir.

« Olgululuk: Sinirlamalar 6lgult (makul) olmalidir.

« Laik Cumhuriyet: Sinirlamalar, laik Cumhuriyete aykir olmamaldir.

« Hakkin 6zu: Her ne olursa olsun, sinirlamalar, hak ve 6zgurluklerin 6ztne
dokunmamalidir. Ekosistem bilesenlerinin yansittigi ¢evre hakkinin 6zu
nasil zedelenir?

- flora
- fauna

- Homo sapiens, arasindaki denge, (yasamin baslica bilesenleri olarak) bozul-
dugu zaman 6zine dokunmus demektir. Ornegin ormanlik bir alanda yapi-
lacak maden istihracy, ilgili ormandaki “yasam bilesenleri” olarak Gglu iligki
dengesi (ekosistem) bozulacaksa, ¢cevre hakki 6zine dokunulmus demektir.

Bu cercevede yasal duzenlemelerde;

« Sinirlama kayitlan elden geldigince dar,
« Guvence kayitlari ise, genis yorumlanmalidir.
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Bu bakimdan, “yasa” kaydi, so6yle anlasilmalidir: Nitelik olarak; cevre ve do-
gaya iliskin yasal dazenlemeler, “acik, ngorulebilir ve ulasilabilir” olmalidir.
Mesela, torba yasa ile yapilan duzenleme, ¢cevre mevzuatinin saydamligi ba-
kimindan daha bastan, cevresel haklari ve Ustiin kamu yararini zedeleyici ol-
dugu icin sakattir.

Bu gozlemler, cevresel anayasa hukukunun sadece Anayasa’da yazili olan
kurallardan olugsmadigini, onlarin yorumu ve uygulanmasi ile birlikte bir bu-
tan olusturdugunu gosterir. Cevre alaninda kaydedilen kazanimlari zedeleyi-
ci duzenlemeler, geriye goturtulmezlik ilkesi ile bagdasmayacagindan, butun-
cul yorum, 6nemli ve gereklidir.

Ek Okuma Onerisi:

Kabogly, i. O. ve Ozalp, N. H. (2021), Cevre Hakki, 4. Baski, istanbul: Tekin
Yayinevi.



The Integrity of Rights and
Freedoms in Relation between
Ecology and Space

Ibrahim 0. Kaboglu

Due to the increasing environmental issues, the constitutions that prepared
and amended particularly after the United Nations Conference on the Human
Environment in Stockholm (June 1972), begin to stipulate articles for the right
and protection of the environment.

Turkey followed the same path as well. It is appropriate to divide the provi-
sions of the 1982 Constitution into three: Article 56 that directly arranges the
right to environment, provisions that are directly and indirectly relevant to
environment, and principles and provisions that can be put at the service of
the right to environment. All of them, in fact, can be described as “territorial

"

arrangements that reflect the public interest”.

i. Arrangements that Reflect the Public Interest

“Public interest”, as a constitutional concept, is used as the title of the articles
that arrange and protect the components on country element of the Republic
of Turkey.? The concept of “qualified country”, as a territory whose environ-
mental values and natural assets are protected, can be used in this context

1 For a detailed explanation on the subject, check this new publication: ibrahim 0. Kaboglu
and Nihan Yanci Ozalp, Cevre Hakki, Timiiyle Yenilenmis ve Genisletilmis 4. Baski, Tekin Yay!-
nevi, Haziran 2021, p. 63-81.

2 See also “Fundamental rights and duties” (Part 2) / “Social and economic rights and duties”
(Part 3), “Public interest” (Title 3): Utilization of the coasts, land ownership, protection of agri-
culture, animal husbandry and persons engaged in these activities expropriation, nationaliza-
tion and privatization.
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1. Constitutional grounds for qualified country

Although the word environment suggests Constitution article 56, environ-
mental right finds its ground in articles in general and in its broadest sense
referring to country, as the whole of Turkey, and these articles range from
the ones on urban ecological balance to the ones on forest protection. The
constitutional arrangements in this context can be listed as: The country of
Turkey stands out as the general framework; the second arch consists of the
articles gathered under the title of “public interest” (art. 43 et al.); the third one
corresponds to the protection of the historical, cultural and natural assets (art.
63); fourth, exploring and exploiting the natural resources (art. 168); fifth, pro-
tection and development of forests (art. 169-170); sixth, planning (art. 166)
and finally, arrangements on urban public order and urban ecology (arts. 23
and 57).

These are, in fact, the constitutional level guarantees contemplated for a
“qualified country” and can be briefly explained as follows:

« The state of Turkey: What is emphasized by the fundamental rule “The
State of Turkey, with its territory and nation, is an indivisible entity” is not just
territorial integrity, but “the whole country”. Likewise, the “indivisibility of
the country” in Article 5 should be interpreted as a qualified whole country.?

- “Public interest” requirements: Areas such as utilization of the coasts (art.
43), land ownership (art. 44), and agriculture and animal husbandry (art. 45)
are of public interest.*

- Protection of historical, cultural and natural assets: The state ensures the
protection of historical, cultural and natural assets and values; it takes sup-
portive and promotive measures for this purpose (art. 63).

- Natural resources: Natural wealth and resources are under the authority
and at the disposal of the State. (art. 168).

- Forests: The state enacts the required legislation and takes the measures
for the protection and expansion of forests (art. 169).

 Planning: Itis the duty of the State to plan the economic, social and cultural
development, the rapid, balanced and harmonious industrial and agricul-

3 Again, the emphasis on the “indivisible integrity of the motherland” (art. 81 and
103) stipulated in the oath of the deputies and the ministers refers to the country of
Turkey.

4 Likewise, the public interest as the expropriation and nationalization criteria (art.
46-47) should also apply to privatization.
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tural development throughout the county, the efficient use of the national
resources by making an inventory and evaluation of them and to establish
the necessary organization for this purpose (art. 166).

- Urban public order: Freedom of residence may be restricted by law for
the purposes of “achieving sound and orderly urbanization and protect-
ing public property”. The state carries out “a plan that takes into account
the characteristics of cities and environmental conditions” for meeting the
need for housing. (art. 23 and 57).

As it is seen, with its different provisions cited above on the rural, urban and
cultural environment trio, the Constitution has the necessary components for
an interpretation in favor of an integrated environmental perspective.

2. Axis of “right to health” and “right to environment”

With the 1982 Constitution, the right to environment was protected for the
first time in our law at the highest level of the hierarchy of norms (order of
rules). Article 49 of the 1961 Constitution, title lined “the right to health”, was:

“Itisthe responsibility of the State to ensure that everyone leads a healthy
life both physically and mentally, and receives medical attention.”

On the other hand, according to Article 56 of the 1982 Constitution, title lined
“health services and protection of the environment”:

“Everyone has the right to live in a healthy and balanced environment.

It is the duty of the State and citizens to improve the natural environ-
ment, to protect the environmental health and to prevent environmen-
tal pollution.

The State shall regulate central planning and functioning of the health
services to ensure that everyone leads a healthy life physically and
mentally, and provide cooperation by saving and increasing produc-
tivity in human and material resources.

The State shall fulfil this task by utilizing and supervising the health and
social assistance institutions, in both the public and private sectors.

In order to establish widespread health services, general health insur-
ance may be introduced by law.”

From 1961 to 1982, the following difference is observed: The article 49 con-
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cerning the “right to health” does not ensures environmental protection by
defining it as a duty of the state. However, there is a direct and close relation
between the right to health and the right to environment. On the other hand,
Article 56 gives the definition of it without using the concept of “right to en-
vironment”. It states the duties of the state regarding the right to health in its
third clause. The point is, Article 49 was arranging the “right to health”; Article
56 concerns the “right to environment” and health-related provisions.

ii. Constitutional Obligations and Criteria

The 1982 Constitution’s guarantees for the right to environment can be divid-
ed into three titles as institutional, normative and procedural rights:

- Theory of positive obligations,
- Criteria of rights and freedoms,
- Procedural rights.

1. Triple double obligation: prevent/protect/improve

The duty of the state to prevent environmental pollution, to protect and im-
prove the environment (art. 56) actually corresponds to the triple obligation of
the modern state to human rights: to respect, protect and improve.

Because article 56 of the Constitution is completed with the triple obligation
of “preventing, protecting and improving” in environment and health areas,
“triple double obligation” title is used.

- -"to Prevent”: In accordance with Article 56, “preventing environmental
pollution” is the direct and primary obligation of the state. An environmental
impact assessment (EIA) report is a prerequisite for activities that harms the
environment or create a risk of negative impacts on the environment (plan-
ning, relevant decisions and implementation). Institutions, organizations
and enterprises that may cause environmental problems as a result of their
planned activities prepare an “Environmental Impact Assessment Report”:
This report contains, considering all the impacts that can be made on the en-
vironment, how the wastes and residues that may cause environmental pol-
lution can be made harmless and the measures to be takeninthisregard. EIA
implementation and its degree of efficiency is a means of fulfilling the state’s
obligation to prevent, regardless of the private or public sector.

Thus, in that regard, suffice it to point out two serious weaknesses: The



Ibrahim 0. Kaboglu

The Integrity of Rights and Freedoms in Relation between Ecology and Space

first one, making constant changes in the EIA arrangement cannot be ex-
plained for any other reason than to render the EIA ineffective. The second
is, in the preparation process of the EIA report, either efforts to make it an
ostensible report come forward, or the requirements of the EIA report are
not complied with. Many mining activities and massive construction ac-
tivities are investments that continue without respecting the EIA report,
and in this, political will is determinative. What this means is that, the au-
thorities, which have the first degree liability for prevention, demonstrate
their will towards environmental degradation, prevention aside.

Although it is important to make legal mechanisms such as EIA function-
al and effective, rather than being ostensible, EIA is not the only means to
fulfill the obligation to prevent. In this process, planning activities are im-
portant. There are many means for this at constitutional level. In this regard,
planning documents should operate as legally binding documents.

The state also has a more general obligation in the context of its funda-
mental aims and duties: To safeguard the indivisibility of the country and
to improve the human rights, shows the two sides of the state’s obligation,
related to the country and society (art. 5).

“to Protect”: Due process of Article 56, “to protect the environmental
health” is the duty of the state, citizens and investors. The state’s obligation
to protect is not limited to the environmental health, but includes a harmo-
nious and balanced environmental protection. Actually, the obligation to
protect also includes “the historical, cultural and natural assets” as stated
in article 63. According to Article 43, “The coasts are under the authority
and disposal of the State.” Again, according to Article 168, “Natural wealth
and resources shall be under the authority and at the disposal of the State.”
Moreover, “The State shall enact the necessary legislation and take the mea-
sures required for the protection and extension of forests.” (art. 169).

This duty of protection applies not only to the direct activities of the
state, but also to the private sector: Relevant state bodies make the nec-
essary arrangements, supervise whether the relevant organizations
carry out their activities within the framework of the regulation and im-
poses sanctions on those who violate the rules. However, as the public
authorities do not properly fulfill this triple obligation, the environment
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of Turkey has been constantly looted, protection aside.®

On the other hand, the arrangement “The fundamental rights and freedoms
also comprise the duties and responsibilities of the individual to the society,
his/her family, and other individuals.” (art. 12/2) should be interpreted as
duties and responsibilities are valid not only for social relations but also for
the protection of the natural environment.

- “to Improve": “To improve the environment” is the duty of the state and
the citizens. The obligation to improve for the State stipulated by arti-
cle 56 finds its general grounds in article 5: “...to strive for the removal of
political, economic, and social obstacles which restrict the fundamen-
tal rights and freedoms of the individual in a manner incompatible with
the principles of justice and of the social state governed by rule of law;
and to provide the conditions required for the development of the indi-
vidual’'s material and spiritual existence.” Since the subject of the right
to environment is defined as “everyone”, this general obligation of the
State includes the right to environment as well.

The three-stage obligation to prevent, protect and improve applies not only
to public authorities that take action and operate on behalf of the State,
but also to the private sector organizations and the citizens operating un-
der their control. Article 12 of the Constitution consolidates this obligation
in terms of horizontal relations. Undoubtedly, the duty-right dilemma not
only strengthens individual’'s position in preventing environmental pollu-
tion, protecting the natural fabric of the country and improving the envi-
ronment, but also provides a strong constitutional ground for the initiatives
of non-governmental organizations. A constitutional ground like this gives
citizens and non-governmental organizations the right to directly intervene
in activities that destroy nature; law enforcers cannot use force in the name
of “public order” against this intervention because it is the “environmental
public order” and the unity and integrity of the country, which the citizens
guard. In this respect, public interest is a superior concept that overreaches
the interest of society and includes national interest, including posterity.° As

5 Despite the aforementioned constitutional obligation, Turkey was convicted by the
European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) for “violating the right to live in a safe
environment” (see Affaire Oneryildiz c. Turquie (Req. no. 48939/99), 30 Novembre
2004). The peculiarity of this judgement is that it is among the decisions in which the
“positive obligations” of the state are frequently emphasized.

6 The main point in the protection of the environment is, undoubtedly, collaboration
of the state organs and the citizens. The environmental functions of associations are
directly recognized by contemporary constitutions because they are in the most favo-
rable position for the link between political society and civil society.
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a result, this triple obligation of the State provides a constitutional ground
for the effective implementation of the EIA and precautionary (prudence)
principle.

2. Implementation of guarantee criteria to the right to environment

Constitutional criteria can be grouped into two categories: General guaran-
tee criteria for all constitutional rights and freedoms and their validity for the
ecosystem.

- Right and freedom guarantee criteria: “Fundamental rights and freedoms

may be restricted only by law and in conformity with the reasons mentioned
in the relevant articles of the Constitution without infringing upon their es-
sence. These restrictions shall not be contrary to the letter and spirit of the
Constitution and the principle of proportionality (art. 13).”
As it is seen, article 13 of the Constitution consists of seven main principles
and directly provides four guarantees: the requirements of the democrat-
ic order of the society and the secular republic, proportionality and the es-
sence of right. And three indirect assurances: Principle of legality, principle
of constituonal causality and ve principle of respect to the Constitution.

- Application of criteria to the ecosystem: Since these criteria are valid for
all constitutional rights and freedoms, they are also a guarantee for the right
to environment. Therefore, while explaining the content and elements of
the aforementioned criteria, it can be enriched with the right to environ-
ment. On the other hand, when using general criteria for the (territorial)
rights about environment and nature, specific connections should be cre-
ated considering the characteristics of this right. Therefore, when making
arrangements about environment, it should also be questioned whether
they would harm environmental democracy on the ecological balance axis;
as much as whether they infringe upon the essence of the environmental
right, whether they are proportional, and the relationship between the dem-
ocratic society and the right to environment.

Consequently, the concepts describing the ecosystem in the Constitution
must undergo the test of Article 13.; It should be particularly examined wheth-
er the activities that make a disruptive impact on the environment are pro-
portional in terms of environmental balance and harmony, and whether they
infringe upon the essence of the right. Considering Article 56, it should also
be investigated whether the right to life is violated in the context of “healthy
and balanced environment”.
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The concepts of “balance and health” also include species other than human
as animals (fauna) and plants (flora).

Different from the guarantees for fundamental rights and freedoms, are there
specific guarantees for the rights about the country, and if so, what are they?

Constitutional rights and freedoms cannot be abused and can only be limit-
ed on the condition of public order. The general clause of public order also
includes “environmental public order” with a purposive interpretation. How-
ever, protection of environment can be seen as a general reason for. All con-
stitutional rights and freedoms can be laid down as a clause for the aim of
“protecting the environment”.

“Ecologically balanced, harmonious and healthy”: it is important to inter-
pret these concepts, which are included in the constitutional environmen-
tal clauses, in a way that reinforces the right to environment. In this respect,
the concept of “healthy and balanced environment” in article 56 of the 1982
Constitution can be seen as a guarantee criteria.

3. Application of procedural constitutional rights to the right to
environment

It is necessary in the Constitution to bring forward the articles with axial im-
portance that can be used for making State’s duty of prevention, protection
and development effective. The “rule of law” and “democratic state”, which
are included as the characteristics of the Republic in Article 2 of the Constitu-
tion, must be applied as the general criteria of environmental arrangements.
Since the legal security principle comes first among these, the bag law prac-
tice, which is frequently used for legal arrangements about environment,
is against the rule of law principle. As for the sub-act level, the fact that the
EIA Regulation has been changed many times since its entry into force also
reveals the instability in environmental legislation. Making changes in envi-
ronmental legislation so frequently damages the security of environmental
legislation in particular and legal security principle in general.

Likewise, participation, which is of great importance for environmental pro-
tection, is also among the requirements of the democratic state principle.
Therefore, normative arrangements on the environment must reflect the fun-
damental requirements of environmental democracy.

On the other hand, as stated above, the provision “The State of Turkey, with
its territory and nation, is an indivisible entity.” (art. 3) should be interpreted as
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including the necessity to protect the territorial integrity qualitatively, as well.

The most important article that can be used in protecting the environment is
Article 5, which lists the fundamental aims and duties of the State. The state
can fulfill its obligation to ensure the welfare, peace, and happiness of the
individual and society, and to provide the conditions required for the devel-
opment of the individual’s material and spiritual existence only in a qualified
country where it ensures its integrity.

The rule of binding force and supremacy of the constitution (art. 11) serves a
protective function in terms of the right to environment, which is recognized
and guaranteed at the constitutional level.

The right to life (art. 17), the right to demand respect for his/her private and
family life (art. 20) and right to property (art. 35) arranged in the section on
rights and duties of the individual are the provisions that can be attributed for
protecting the right to environment.

The provision of Article 138 on the independence of the courts, which can
be used for the right of litigation (art. 36), and especially for the necessity of
following the judicial decisions about the environment, are the constitutional
guarantees in the service of “environmental justice” (ecological justice). On
the other hand, in accordance with 138/last “Legislative and executive or-
gans and the administration shall comply with court decisions; these organs
and the administration shall neither alter them in any respect, nor delay their
execution.” This provision, in fact, reveals the unconstitutional attitude of the
enforcement and the administration, which are in the habit of not fulfilling
or delaying the judicial decisions in favor of the environment or the legisla-
ture that reenact a legal arrangement that was canceled by the Constitutional
Court, as well as it is contrary to the principle of binding force and supremacy
of the Constitution.

Articles of the Constitution on rights and freedoms are favorable for putting
in the service of the right to environment in the chain of idea-action and col-
lective action. The criticisms of arrangements and practices that damage and
plunder the country’s natural, cultural and historical assets benefit from the
broadest freedom of thought and expression (arts. 25-26, 28 et al.). Right to
hold meetings and demonstration marches and freedom of association (arts.
33 and 34) are channelled for the protection of environmental assets for the
overriding public interest.
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iii. Assessment and Suggestions

The Constitution should be interpreted as a whole in the light of both the
laws in force and all the amendments made. This requirement is important
in two aspects: First, the 1982 Constitution must be forced to interpret and
implement in favor of rights and freedoms in general. Second, the 1982 Con-
stitution must be interpreted both by taking into account the amendments
made, and in the light of international treaties. All of them demonstrate the
importance of the principle of non-retroactivity.

- Interpretation of the Constitution in favor of freedoms: Although in the
freedom-power dilemma the balance is broken in favor of the authority, the
aim of “opening the area of rights and freedoms” on the 1982 Constitution
should not be forgotten. This general observation also applies to territorial
rights.

- Metamorphosis ofthe Constitution: As a result of the revisions that started
from 1987 and continued until 2010, the 1982 Constitution was amended
especially in favor of rights and freedoms and metamorphosed as a whole.
The metamorphosis is not limited to the amended articles, but in such a
measure that affect the entire Constitution. Article 13, which sorts the re-
striction clauses but mostly the guarantee criteria, is the major provision of
metamorphosis mentioned above, and the restriction clauses and the guatr-
antee provisions are intertwined.

Triple restriction clause should be applied to environmental rights in the light
of public interest:

+ Law restriction: Constitutional rights and freedoms can only be limited by
lllanl‘

+ Constitutional causality principle: The reasons for restriction should be stip-
ulated in the Constitution.

- Respect for the Constitution: The restriction must be in accordance with the
word and spirit of the Constitution.

The concepts of public interest and territorial integrity should be emphasized

in the adaptation of the quadruple guarantee criteria to the environment.

- Democratic society: Constitutional rights and freedoms can only be limited
if there is an obligation in terms of democratic society.

- Proportionality: Restrictions should be proportional (reasonable).

« Secular Republic: Restriction s should not be contrary to secular Republic.
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+ The essence of the right: Under any circumstances, restrictions must not
infringe upon the essence of rights and freedoms. How is the essence of the
right to environment reflected by the ecosystem components infringed?

When the balance among:

- flora
- fauna

- Homo sapiens (as main components of life) is broken, it means that it in-
fringed upon its essence. For instance, if the balance of the tripartite rela-
tionship (ecosystem) as “life components” in the related forest would be
harmed as a result of mineral extraction to be made in a forest area, it means
that the essence of the right to environment infringed.

In this context, in legal arrangements;

- Restriction clauses should be interpreted as narrow as possible,
« Guarantee clauses should be interpreted broadly.

In this regard, the “law” clause should be understood as: In terms of quality;
the legal arrangements on environment and nature should be “clear, predict-
able and accessible”. For example, the arrangement made by the bag law is
crippled from the beginning as it harms environmental rights and superior
public interest in terms of transparency of environmental legislation.

These observations indicate that environmental constitutional law does not
only consist of the rules written in the Constitution, but constitutes a whole
with their interpretation and application. Since the arrangements that harm
the achievements gained in the field of environment will not be incompati-
ble with the principle of non-retroactivity, a holistic interpretation is important
and necessary.

Additional Reading Suggestion:

Kabogluy, I. ©.and Ozalp, N. H. (2021), Cevre Hakki, 4. Baski, istanbul: Tekin
Yayinevi.






Dogu Karadeniz'i Ne Yapmali?
Kalkinma Ideolojisinin Gizledikleri ve
Cay Uzerinden Bir Dénemlendirme!

Fuat Ercan

“Lazurigeni na migkin iri -mutusi kyona do tana nana ¢kimi ren.”
(Aksoylu 2009)

“Cunku bir agacini yerinden sbkmek
ve yerine [CAY] bir sey dikmek icin -ki hemen Urtin vermeyecek,

belki dort bes sene sonra Urln verecektir- ufak bir tesvik gerekir.”

(TBMM 1340c: 615)

i. Anneden Cocuguna Yok Olan Bir Dil; Lazca, Anneden Cocuga Dagi-
Tepeyi Saran Bir Bitki; ‘CAY’

Gola Kaltar Sanat ve Ekoloji Dernedi icin sunum hazirladigimda merak etti-
gim ilk konu, evet kultur, sanat ve ekoloji ama ‘gola’ ne anlama geliyor oldu.
Arastirdigimda ‘gola’ kelimesinin Lazca’dan geldigini ve anlaminin yayla ol-
dugunu 6grendim.? Fakat bu kelimeyi de barindiran Laz kalttru/dili Gzerine
okumalarim ile ve daha da 6nemlisi yonetmen ilkay Nisanci'nin 2006 tarihli
belgeseli Bir Yudum Bekleyis'i izledigim de fark ettim ki, sadece ‘gola’ degil
Laz kultarane ait bircok kelime, dahasi dilin kendisi unutulma surecinde. Na-
ciye Teyze “Ben Lazca konusuyorum ama sen anliyor musun?” diye soruyor-
du belgeselde.

Calistayin konusu olan ‘¢ay’, doganin uzantisi bir bitki, Dogu Karadeniz Bol-
gesi'nde muazzam bir hizla yayilirken, bir kaltur Laz Kaltara/dili yavas yavas

1 Metin igin zaman ayirip gdzden gegiren Elvan Giiloksiiz’e tesekkir ederim.

2 Oldukga farkli kiltar, dil yasam zenginligi olan bir cografya/kiltirin insanlariyiz.
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yok oluyor. Kamil Aksoylu Laz Kulturt adli kitabina “Lazuri seni namigkin iri
mutusi kyona do tana nanackimi ren” diye giris yapiyor. Yani “Laz dili ile il-
gili buttin bildiklerimin kaynagi annemdir” diyor (Aksoylu 2009). Oysa Kamil
Aksoylu yine kitabinda lazi ifadesinin ilk olarak MS 70'lerde Plinius'un 37 ki-
taptan olan ¢alismasinda bahsedildigini belirtir (Aksoylu 2009: 22). Anneden
cocuguna degisen bir dil, dagi-tepeyi saran bir bitki; ‘cay’. Son cumlemizde
bir problem var; “dagi-tepeyi saran ‘cay’”. Cay, Karadeniz Bolgesi'ne ait bir
bitki degil ki sarsin? Burada fetis bir ifade var. Doganin bir parcasi olan cay,
Parietales denen bir tarin Theaceae familyasinin Camellia cinsi olarak tanim-
lanabilir. Hepsi bu.

Cayin dunyaya yayilisi kolonyalizmin ve ardindan ulus-devletler ve sermaye
birikim sureci ile etkilesimli bir sure¢ icinde gerceklesiyor. Dogu Karadeniz
Bolgesi'nde cay ve ¢ay kultaranun yayilmasi da rastlanti ya da kendiliginde
olmuyor.? Bir yasa ile (407 sayili Rize Vilayeti ile Borgka Kazasinda Findik, Por-
takal, Limon, Mandalina ve Cay Yetistirilmesine Dair Kanun) ¢ay Gretimi baslati-
liyor. Yasanin tarihi 1924. Yeni kurulan bir ulus-devletin, yani Turkiye Cumhu-
riyeti‘nin ilanindan sonra ¢ikarilan yasa ile gerceklesiyor. Mudahale/yasanin
mesrulastirici ifadesi ise ‘kalkinma’ kavrami, yoksullugu azaltma, ilerleme, dis
dunyadan bagimsizigini kazanma gibi bir dizi toplumun ortak iyiligini iceren
soylemle birlikte dile getiriliyor. 1938 Ziraat Kongresi'ne sunulan ve Ziraat
Genel Mudurlugu’nce hazirlanan, Meyvecilik-Bagcilik-Sebzecilik-Cay Genel
Raporu ve Bes Senelik Program kalkinma ve bilesenlerini ele verir nitelikte;
“arazisi dar ve gecim vasitasi sinirli bir bolgenin ekonomik kalkinmasi, hem
de disariya 6denen ve 6énemli bir yekan tutan paranin ulke icinde kalmasi”
amaciyla baslatilmaktadir.”* Boylece Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi sadece bir bitki
(cay) ile degil, bolgenin degisim ve donusumune ait farkli mudahaleleri mes-
rulastiracak kalkinma kavrami ile de karsilagiyor. Turkiye gibi gec ulus-devlet
ve sermaye birikim surecine dahil olan ulkelerde kalkinma kavrami olgusunun
icerigi, sermaye birikimi ve ulus-devletin gelisimine bagli olarak zamanla fark-
llasiyor. Turkiye acisindan farklilasmanin 6zel bir evresine gectigimiz bu gun-
lerde Dogu Karadeniz Projesi Bolge Kalkinma Programi (2021-2023) Eylem

3 Oysa cayin bulunusu bir Cin efsanesine gore bir rastlanti sonucu gergeklesiyor; MO 2737
civarinda imparator Shennong, bir kase kaynamis su icerken bir agactan suyuna birkag yaprak
diistivermis. imparator ickiden bir yudum aldiginda aromasindan hoslanmis.” Cayin tarihine
iliskin zevkli bir video tanitim igin; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LalvVc1sS20, Erisim
tarihi: 17 Temmuz 2021.

4 Cay Uretiminin ulus-devlet destekli gelisimi icin olduk¢a 6nemli makale; Sakli, A. R. 2019.
“Turk Cay Sektdriinde Yasal Gelisim ve 1984 Serbestlestirmesi”, Eskisehir Osmangazi Universi-
tesi [iBF Dergisi, C. 14, say1 2, 511 — 534,
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Plani baslikli raporun édns6zunu yazan Cumhurbaskani R. T. Erdogan sureci
kalkinma hamlemiz olarak tanimliyor: “Ekonomik ve sosyal kalkinmayi des-
teklemek Uzere rekabetci Urun turlerine gecis, pazarlama olanaklarinin ge-
nisletilmesi, organik tarim, yenilenebilir enerji ve inovasyon calismalari, insan
kaynaklar ve kurumsal kapasitenin gelistirilmesi, dogal varliklarin ve kalturel
mirasin korunmasi ve degerlendirilmesi bolgelerin rekabet gindemini des-
teklemede yeni déonemin 6nemli unsurlar olacaktir” diyerek detaylandiriyor
(Dogu Karadeniz Bolge Kalkinma Programi 2021). Kalkinma kavrami ile isaret
edilen yeni durum cay Uretimini de icine alan yeni tanimlamalara neden olu-
yor; “cay ve findiga bagli zayif bir ekonomiye” sahibiz vurgusu yeni kalkinma
Onerileri ile devam ediyor: “Karadeniz Bolgesi tran bazinda yeteri kadar ¢e-
sitlilik saglayamayan ve uzmanlasma konusunda gerekli duzeye ulasamayan
bir konuma sahip. Bolge az sayida geleneksel urtn (gida, tatan, kagit gibi)
Uretiyor.” Bu tespitler beraberinde kalkinma adina Dogu Karadeniz'i ne yap-
mali ydnunde bir dizi yeni 6neri/plana eslik eden mudahalelere neden oluyor.

DOKAP'In tanitim videosunda yer alan; “DOGU KARADENIZ, KARLI FIRSAT
ALANLARI, CESITLILIK ARZ EDEN TATMINKAR URETIM MERKEZLERI ILE
YENI YATIRIMCILARI BEKLIYOR".® Beklenen yatirnmcilar ve yatirimlarin bir kis-
mini yaptigim gezilerde gézlemleme olanagim oldu. HES, termik santraller ile
enerji sektoru ve Yesil Yol ile turizme acilisina karsi yore halkinin protesto/mu-
cadelelerine bilgimce dahil oldum. HES icin bolgede gerceklestirdigim yolcu-
luk sirasinda Baris Manc¢o'nun Giresun’a ait parcasinda dile getirdigi “derebo-
yu kavaklarinin” yerini is makinelerinin almis oldugunu gérdim. DSi‘nin 55. yil
kutlamalarinda Erdogan, hizmete alinan tesislerle ulkenin nasil bir santiyeye
donustugunu isaret ettikten sonra “Bu konuda hukumetimiz kararli, tlkemizin
sulanabilir arazilerinin tamamina suyu goturecegiz. Daha 6nceki donemlerde
devamli sdylenen ‘Su akar, Turk bakar’ s6zunu su kaynaklarina yaptigimiz ya-
tinmlarla ‘Su akar, Turk yapara ¢evirdik” diyor.® Dereboyu is makineleri yeralti/
yerustu sularina sadece bakmayip, onlara altindan kelepce takmak icin yo-
gun bir faaliyet icindeler.

Dogu Karadeniz'de cay ile baslatilan kalkinma sUreci, enerji, maden, turizm ile
degiserek, donuserek devam ediyor. Degisimin hizlandigi donemlerde daha
onceki degisimleri ve yarattigi yikimlari hatirlamak/hatirlatmak bellegi canli
tutmak, yeni yikimlarin farkinda olup, karsi durmak icin 6nemli.

5 Buyuk harflerle yazma bize ait degil, konunun 6nemini belirtmek igin olsa gerek DOKAP
boyle uygun buImU§

Erisim tar|h| 27 Mart 2011
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ii. Gecmis ile Simdi Arasinda Baglanti Kurmak Oldukc¢a Zor

Bolgenin belleginde ¢ayin yerini dusunurken, kendi adima cay ile ilgili ilk
saskinigimi hatirladim. Bu saskinligi ilk kez ¢ay konusunda duygularini du-
stncelere cevirip yazilara doken sevgili dgrencim/arkadasim Fatma Geng'le
tez konusunu sectigi donemde yaptigimiz bir sohbette; “cayin ilk Gretimine
Cumhuriyet'in erken ddneminde baslanmig” oldugunu sdylemesi Uzerine ya-
samistim (Geng 2010). Annem ve babam bildim bileli cayi cok severler, tim
bulusma ve sohbetlerini cay esliginde yaparlardi. Ben de basindan itibaren
cayin bu topraklara ait ve bu topraklarda yetistigini dusuntyordum. Cay ile
belgesel ve diger materyallere baktigim da boélge halki icin de neredeyse
ayni dasunce/duygunun egemen oldugunu gérdam. Boélge halkinin ¢ay 6n-
cesi kultur/yasam ortamini siklikla unuttuklarini, sadece bir dilin ve dilin bi-
cimlendigi kultrt degil, kaybolan kulturle birlikte tek Gran (cay) ve trtnle
(cayla) birlikte doganin sahip oldugu zengin cgesitliligin tahrip edildigini de
unuttuklarnni gézlemledim. Kalkinma, dissal bagimlligi azaltma gibi saiklerle
ulus-devlet eli/zoru ile yaratilan bir ortam ve zamanla bu ortamin normalles-
mistirildigi, cayin bolge halkinin temel gelir bicimi oldugu icin, bu durumun
cay Uretimine yonelik her turlu elestiriyi olumsuz karsilama intimalini de i¢cinde
barindirdigini gérdum.

Cayin bolgede yarattigi etkileri bellegi yenileyerek dusunmek, Dogu Kara-
deniz icin yeni kalkinma/yatinm kararlarinin yogunlagarak arttigi ganamuz
kosullarinda ¢ok daha 6nemli. Dogu Karadeniz i¢in yeni arayislar ve arayis-
larin olasi olumsuz sonuglari icin boélge halkinin ve konu Uzerine dustunen-
lerin elestirel bir mesafe koyarak tarihsel sureci dustinmesi anlamli olacaktir.
Cunka Dogu Karadeniz'in kaltara ve dogasi ulus-devlet destekli sermaye biri-
kim sureci ile bir defa daha yikimi yasiyor. Beraberinde ulus-devlet Uzerinden
cayin bolgede bir kultur olarak toplum-doga tzerindeki yikici etkilerinin cok
daha yogun yasanacag bir dbneme giriyoruz.

Cay bolgeye kalkinma, ilerleme, bagimsizlasma, zenginlik ifadeleri ile geldi.
Yukarida ifade ettigim gibi yine kalkinma, ve Gacld Yeni Turkiye 2023 adlan-
dirllmasi/paketlemesi ile bolgeye yonelik muazzam bir mtudahale baslamis
durumda. Dogu Karadeniz'i Ne Yapmali ydnundeki arayisglar ve aciga cikan
uygulamalar simdiden ekolojik ve toplumsal yasam i¢in yikici bir sureci/gele-
ceg@i baslatmis durumda. Evet gecmis ile simdi ve gelecek arasinda kdpraler
kurmak zor da olsa gerekli ve 6Gnemlidir.
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iii. Kalkinma Masali ve Bolgesel Kalkinma iceriginde Déniisiim

“Cay bizim kutsalimizdir” (inal 2019).

Masallarin sonu genellikle iyi biter, oysa kalkinma Uzerinden anlatilan masal-
lar hep sahip olunan kulturun, doganin, ¢alisanlarin yikimi ile bitiyor. Bunlar
uzaktan birinin dusunceleri/ifadeleri degil. Otuz yila varan kalkinma dersleri
veren biri olarak, dusunsel/deneyimlerden hareketle bunu séyluyorum.

Kalkinma diye aktarilan masali dile getiren genellikle ulus-devleti temsil eden
siyasal iktidarlar oluyor, siyasal iktidarlar “her kosede milyoner/zengin yarat-
ma"” diye umutlari besleseler de, ulus-devlet destekli sermaye birikimi done-
minde sonuclardan nemalananlar girisimci, patron, isveren olarak anlatilan
sermaye makinesinin 6znesi/aktoru/eyleyenleri oluyor. Ama sunu kabul et-
memiz gerekiyor, ¢cayin bolgeye girisi, yeni insa edilen ulus-devletin tegvikleri
ile devlet uzerinden gerceklestiriliyor. Ulkede sermaye birikimi bir asamaya
vardiginda once gay isleme ve dagitiminda firmalar yani igverenler gorayo-
ruz, son yillarda ise ¢esitlenmis alanlarda olan sermayeler boélgenin suyunu,
madenini, kayasini, dogasini istiyor. Bu istegin dile gelisi yine kalkinma ifadesi
ve eylemlilik hali ise bolgeye yatinm yapmak olarak adlandiriliyor. Bélgenin
ulusal gelire katkisi diye istatistik verileri icinde zenginlesen olarak adlandiril-
sa bile sonucta bir kdsede yaratilan milyonerler bu isten nemalaniyor, doga
ve bolge insani da yer yer kazaniyor gibi goérinse de masalin kaybedenini
oynuyor. Garip bir masal bu. Ortamin her gecen gun kétulesmesini saglayan
kotucul gucler, bolge halki acisindan her secim surecinde desteklenen kurta-
ricilara donusuyor.

Cayin Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi'ni ele gecirme sareci ayni zamanda ulus-dev-
leti ayakta tutacak sermaye birikim makinasi/mekanizmasinin da insa sureci.
Ulus-devlet destekli sermaye birikim sureci ile baslayan sure¢ genel olarak ta-
rnm toplumunun tam bilesenlerini ve bolge agisindan ise zamanla biriken kul-
turel sureglerin tahrip edilmesine neden oluyor. Zihinlerde baslayan ulus-dev-
let ve kalkinma sUreci yasam ortamini insa ederken, sanki bos bir levha gibi
dustunme olanag), artik ne derseniz onu veriyor.

Ulus-devletin dunya 6lceginde belirleyici olan sermaye birikiminin olanak-zo-
runluluklari ile kargilamasi ve yerine getirmesinin ideolojisi olarak dusunmeli
kalkinma kavramini. Ama organize bir dustunce ve zamanla bir disiplin olarak
kalkinma iktisad, sosyolojisi ve politikasi gibi yagamin tum alanlarin yayiliyor.
Diger sosyal bilimlere ait disiplinlerden farkli olarak dogrudan yasam ortami-
na mudahale anlamina da gelecek kalkinma stratejileri olarak vucut buluyor.
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Geg ulus-devletlere ve siyasal iktidarlara muazzam manevra yetenegi sagli-
yor. Siyasal iktidar devletin varligi, surekliligi, maddi yeniden tretimi icin ve
dolayisiyla kendi siyasal devamliligi icin kapitalist zenginlik yaratmanin temel
bicimi olan sermaye birikim surecini yaratmak ve insa etmek zorunda.” insa
sureci esitsiz bir zaman araligi ile devam ediyor. Bu ilk mekanizma inga do-
nemi yekpare sinifsiz bir vicut olarak ulus-millet ve onun vatandaslarini ya-
ratma adina kalkinma ideolojisi ile paketleniyor. Paketi actigimizda karsimiza
sermaye birikim mekanizmasinin bilesenleri (emek-glcu piyasasl, meta piya-
sas|, para piyasasl, doviz kuru piyasasi) ¢ikiyor. Ama bir defa sermaye birikim
mekanizmasi islemeye basladiginda, devlet-siyasal iktidar ile sermaye birikim
mekanizmasi ve onun tasiyicilari arasinda degisen bir dizi baglanti agiga ¢iki-
yor. Kalkinma ideolojisi simbiyotik bir iligki icinde surekli farklilagiyor, evriliyor.

Turkiye gibi gec kapitalistlesen ulkelerde ulus-devletin insasi, zaman araligi
ile sermaye birikim mekanizmasi ve bu mekanizmanin aktora olan ‘her kdge-
de milyoner’ denen sermayedarlari yaratiyor. Burada cay urintne 6zgu bir
durum var. Calistaydan sonra okuma firsati buldugum Rahsan inal’'in oldukca
zengin bir icerige sahip doktora tezinde yaptigi birgcok katkinin yani sira konu-
muz agisindan bir diger vurgusu; “Rize’de devletin, esas olarak basit meta Ure-
ticisi haline getirdigi koyluleri ‘kucuk meta uretimi’ olarak nitelenen tretime
yonlendirdigi ve piyasa iligkilerinin icine ¢ekilme surecinin radikal olmayan
bir bicimde -toplumsal tepkiyi cekmeden- asama asama gelistirdigi” iddiasi
oldukga yerinde bir argtiman (inal 2009). Ulus-devletler sadece sermaye biri-
kimi ve devletin yeniden uretimi iglevi ile tanimlanamaz, ayni zamanda toplu-
mun yeniden Uretimini de saglamak zorundalar. inal galismasinda boélgenin
yeniden aretim kosullan i¢in ¢ayin sagladigi potansiyeli dile getiriyor; “Rize
halkinin ekonomik kosullari daha da koétulesmisti. Bu yoreye ktcuk mulkiyet
duzeni icinde Uretilebilen boyle yeni bir arinun sokulmasi, yérenin toplum-
sal yapisini etkileyebilecek onemli bir potansiyel tasiyordu” (inal 2009: 94).
Bolgenin trun Gzerinden yeniden uretimi gerceklesirken bolgede ve genel
olarak Turkiye'de sermaye duzenegi gelisiyor, duzenegin tasiyicisi olan ser-
mayedarlarin sayisi ve kontrol ettikleri sermaye miktarlarn artmaya basliyor.
Sermayedarlarn ben mitolojideki Kral Midas'a benzetiyorum. Midas’in; “her
dokundugunu altina dénusturmesi yani bdylece cok zengin olmasi” olan tek
isteQi kabul oluyor ve degdigi her sey altina donusutyor. Béylece Midas yedigi
elmayi yiyemez, sevdigi kizini artik sevemez oluyor. Endustriyel Griin olarak
cay! baslatan ulus devlet, kalkinma diye diye her kdsede Midas'lar yaratti. Bu-
yuyen, gelisen Midaslar artik ‘cay’ ile yetinmiyorlar. Cayin sacildigi alanlardaki

7 Bu genel marksist devlet analizinden farkl bir diisiince, ama boyle distiniiyorum.
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yerustu ve yeralti sularini, kiyi seridini, madenleri ve doganin sundugu olanak-
lari da turizm olarak altina donustarmek istiyorlar. Simbiyotik iliskiden dolayi
ulus-devletin icra organi olan siyasi iktidar(lar) bu istegi kiskirtiyorlar. Dogu
Karadeniz'in tasini topragini sermayeye donustiren Cengiz Holding'in son
dokundugu yer Iskencedere Vadisi'ni dusunelim. Cengiz Holding devletten
aldigi ihalelerle dunyada ilk ona giren bir Midas. Cengiz Midas'i Rize Ikizdere
iskencedere Vadisi'ne de dokunarak sermayeye donustirmek igin is makine-
lerini harekete gecirdi. “is makineleri yuzlerce yillik agaclar parcalayarak ko-
kunden sokuyor. Vadinin yamacindan s6kulen kayalarla birlikte yamac asagi
akan toprak, dogal guzelliklerin ve insanlarin can suyuna, iskence deresine
tas ve toprak dolduruyor. Cengiz Holding, oradan ¢ikarilacak taslari lyidere lo-
jistik liman insaatinda dolgu malzemesi olarak kullanmak Uzere iskencedere
Vadisi'ne tas ocagi acgiyor. Soylendigine gére Cengiz Holding yilda 15 milyon
ton tas cikaracak bolgeden.®

(UNDP-Annual Report)
Plelel Y

Tekrar edelim cayin ¢ykusunun ulus-devlet ile sermaye birikiminin zaman
icindeki deg@isimi Uzerinden analiz edilmesi gerekiyor. Ama analiz i¢in her iki
isleyisi gizleyen kalkinma ambalajindan kurtarmamiz gerekiyor yasanan sure-
ci. Peki masalin kotu olan yani ne olabilir ki? Aslinda bahsettik tabula rasa,

8 https://marksist.net/derya-cinar/talana-karsi-mucadele-sesleri-ikizdereden-geliyor, Erisim
tarihi: 18 May1s 2021.
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yani sifirdan bir ortam yaratilirken kultartn iki bileseni doga ve insan yeniden
tanimlaniyor ve yeniden kodlanarak yok ediliyor. Kalkinma kavrami israrla
tum ulus-toplumun ortak iyiligi icin refah ve zenginlik adina kullaniliyor. Siya-
silerin, yeni yetme ve eski yetme igverenlerin ¢ikarlari her firsatta KALKINMA
adi altinda paketleniyor.

Kalkinma derslerinde kalkinma masallarini Jean De La Fontain’in  o6kuz ol-
mak isteyen kurbaga masali ile anlatirdim. Erken dénem sermaye birikimi
ve ulus-devlet olan kapitalist toplumlara éykunen, onlar gibi olmak isteyen
kurbaganin ¢ykusu. Bizim gibi ge¢ ulus-devlet ve sermaye birikimi gergekles-
tirilen toplumlarda toplumsal kalkinma olarak adlandinlan sure¢ degil ama
kalkinanlar vardir ve kalkinanlar adina bir de tahrip edilen toplumsal kultur,
emek-gucu ve doga... Kalkinma masalinin yikici surecini detayli olarak anlat-
mak olasi degil, ama Birlesmis Milletler'de isleyisin s6zcusu olan ve Kalkinma
ile adlandirilan UNDP’'nin 2006 yilinda hazirlanan Raporu’nu 6zetledigim gra-
figi buraya birakayim.®

Cay dogrudan intiyaclar karsilamayan endustrilesme surecine bagli bir su-
recten gectikten sonra, zamanla ulus-devlet destekli sermaye birikim sureci-
ne cekilen ve tuketicilere ulasan bir Grandur. Kalkinma adina baslatilan strec
makinelesme ile devam ediyor. Kemalpasa’'da dolastigim cay fabrikasini anla-
tan arkadas/calisan, makineleri gostererek yanlis hatirlamiyorsam “1600 cali-
sanin isini yapiyor bunlar” demisti. Kalkinma masalinin zamanla artan énemli
bir sonucu da igsizlik, literatirde buna issizlik yaratan kalkinma deniyor. Dogu
Karadeniz'de makinelesme ve devletin i¢sel mimarisinin dénusimune bagli
olan ézellestirme sureci, bélgenin en Gnemli problemi olan issizligi yaratiyor.
issizligi yaratan kalkinma sureci yine kalkinma ile issizligin azaltilacag ifade-
sine donusuyor.™©

Kalkinma oykusu ile baglayan cayin yasami, Dogu Karadeniz Boélgesi'ne
ulus-devletin destek-zoru ile yayildiginda, doganin zenginligini yok ediyor.
Buna geleceksiz kalkinma adini veriyoruz. Bélgede zaman icinde ¢cayin tek ge-
lir kaynagi olmasi bugunlerde bolgenin yeralti-yerustu kaynaklarini kullanmak
isteyen Midaslar icin tek Grunla endustrilesme olarak elestiriliyor. Yeni donem
kalkinma anlayisi tek endustri Gruntnden ¢esitlenmeye gecis gerektigine dair
iddialar ve bu gecis icin de kalkinma kavramini kullaniyor. Yeralti-yertstu sula-

9 Detaylandirmak bize verilen sayfa sinirini asiyor.

10 Dogu Karadeniz’'de HES miicadelesi igin dolastigimizda, HES ingaat siireci icinde ingaat isgisi
ve az sayida miihendisin ¢alistirildigini ve ingaat bitiminde en az istihdamla gergeklestirilen bir
enerji Uretim alani olmasina ragmen, “ama issizligi azaltacak” ifadeleri ile karsilasiyorduk. Biz
de dilimiz dondiikge bu geliskiyi anlatiyorduk.
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r beton kanallara hapsederek enerji elde etmenin sonuglarini Dogu Karadeniz
Bolgesi sel ve benzeri felaketler olarak yasiyor.

Kultar ve doganin tek turun dolayinda bigcimlenmesi 6zellikle ¢ay Uretiminin
agirlikli kadin emek guct tzerinden olmasi, kalkinma literatirunde erkek ege-
men kalkinma olarak tanimlaniyor. Bolgeye baktigimizda ¢ay Uretim alanlari
ve getirilerinin kontrol ve mulkiyet hakkinin cogunlukla erkeklerin elinde ol-
masi kalkinmanin bir diger yonunu ifade ediyor.

Ulus-devlet destekli sermaye birikimi Turkiye’de oldugu gibi yukaridan asagi-
ya katiimin az oldugu ve zamanla ac¢iga cikan krizlerle artan bir otoriterlesme
ile es zamanli yol aliyor. Bugun Saray Rejimi ve siklikla dile getirilen “isteseniz
de istemeseniz de yapilacak” ifadesi ile gerceklestirilen mudahaleler kalkin-
ma adi altina baslatilan ulus-devlet destekli sermaye birikiminin bu topraklar-
da aciga cikan bir diger sonucu.

Cay urunu uzerinden baslatilan ve bugun farkli alanlarda dile getirilen kal-
kinma stirecinin yarattigi olumsuzluklari isaret etmek, daha fazla tahribata
yonelen Midaslarin gercek niyetlerini gostermek acisindan oldukga énemli.
Onemli, guinku artik sadece ¢ay ile yetinmiyor Midas ve ona yolu acan siyasal
iktidar, doganin sahip oldugu yeralti, yertstu battn cgesitliligi insaat, maden-
cilik, eneriji ve turizm adina tahribat strecine girisiyor. Yeni donemi tanimlayan
kamu-6zel isbirligi, siyasi iktidar ile Midaslar arasi karlilik ittifakini isaret ettigi
olcude yikimin daha derinden ve cogul olacagini ele veriyor.

iv-) Dogu Karadeniz'in Kalkinma Dénemleri; Degisimin Adini Koymak

“Cayla birlikte herkese cay cuzdani verdiler.” B. Topaloglu
(inal 2019: 116)

Anlatida ama daha ¢ok gozlemlerimden hareketle kalkinma kavrami Uzerin-
den cay 6ncesi Dogu Karadeniz dedigimde aslinda boélgeye ait bir donem-
lendirme yapmis oluyorum(z). Cay 6ncesi bir donem var ise, cayin bolgeye
gelisinin de bir tarihi, bu tarihin kendi i¢ evreleri ve bir de sancili bir sekilde
bugunlerde yagsanmaya baslayan yavas yavas cayin etkisinin azaldigi donem-
lerden bahsedebiliriz.

Cayin dykusunu/donusimuni anlamak igcin ddnemlendirme ve dénemlen-
dirmenin kendi igindeki donusumunin anlatilmasi Dogu Karadeniz Ne idi?

11 Sunum sirasinda yaptigim bu sezgisel donemlendirme zaten Fatma Geng ve oldukga detayli
olarak R.inal'in galismalarinda yer almaktadir (Geng 2010; inal 2019).
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Tablo 1: Tiirkiye'de Cikanlan Cay Yasalan Kronolojisi

Cikarilan Yasa ve Mevzuat

Mevzuat icerigi

06.02.1924 Tarih ve 407 Sayil Rize Vilayetiyle
Borgka Kazasinda Findik, Portakal, Limon, Man-
dalina ve Cay Yetistirilmesi Hakkinda Kanun.

Yasa ile Rize ve Borgka'da yagayan halka, findik, portakal, limon ve man-
dalina yaninda ticretsiz cay tohumu ve cay fidanlari dagitimigtir.

02.04.1940 tarih ve 3788 Sayili Cay Kanunu.

1938'de yeniden baslatilan caycilik faaliyetlerine yasal altyapi saglan-
migtir,

25,05.1942 Tarih ve 4223 Sayili Kahve ve Gay
inhisart Kanunu

1933'ten itibaren ay ithalatr, 1938'denitibaren cay i; satimi tekele alin-
mish. Yasa ile mevcut tekel yasal teminat altina alinmistir,

7.6.1949 tarih 5433 sayil Devlet Uretme Giftlik-
leri Genel Miduirligu Gorev ve Kurulug Kanunu

1938'den 1949'a kadar cayailk faaliyetlerini yiiriten Devlet Ziraat islet-
meleri Kurumu kapatilmis, cay isi Tekel Genel Mudirligi'ne verilmistir.

27 Subat 1950 Tarih ve 574 Sayili Kanun

(ay tarim alanlar 65.000 dekara ¢ikariimistir.

10 Temmuz 1953 tarih ve 6133 Sayili Kanun

(ay tanm alanlarinin geniletilmesi igin Bakanlar Kurulu'na yetki veril-
mistir,

6 Aralik 1971 tarihli ve 1497 Sayili Cay Kurumu
Kanunu

Gay Kurumu adi altinda bir Iktisadi Devlet Tegekkiili kurulmustur.

112 saylli Gay Isletmeleri Genel Miidiirlgi ku-
rulusu hakkinda Kanun Hikmiinde Kararmame
(18.10.1983 tarih ve 18195 sayili Resmi Gazete)

Cay Kurumu'nun adi Cay sletmeleri Genel Midiirliigii olarak deismis
ve bir Kamu iktisadi Kurulusuna dénistiriiimastr,

4.12.1984 tarih ve 3092 sayili Cay Kanunu

Tekel mahiyetinde olan cay tretimi, isletmesi ve satisi ozel sektore agil-
mistir. (Serbestlesme; deregulasyon).

24.11.1994 tarih ve 4046 sayili Ozellestirme Uy-
gulamalan Hakkinda Kanun

Caykur'un Kamu iktisadi Kurulugu olma vasfina son verilerek, iktisadi
Devlet Tesekkili (IDT) statisiine alinmistir.

19 Agustos 2016 tarih ve 6741 sayili Kanun

Gay Isletmeleri Genel Mildiirlig, Tiirkiye Varlik Fonu Anonim Sirketine
devredilmistir.

KAYNAK: A Riza Sakli (2019) Tiirk Cay Sektorinde Yasal Geligim ve 1984 Serbestlestirmesi , Eskigehir Osmangazi
Universitesi {{BF Dergisi, C. 14, 8.2, 511 - 534,

Ne Olmali? sorulari Gzerinden sekilleniyor. Bu sorulara saglikli cevap verebil-
mek donemlendirme sorununun muhataplarini da agiga ¢ikartacaktir.

Ulus-devlet destekli endustriyel bir truntn desteklendigi ilk ddonem Uzerine
¢ok dusinmemiz gerekiyor. Bir Grinun bolgeye yerlesmesi icin ne varsa yapil-
mis. Cay bolge halki tarafindan zamanla kabullenilip ¢ok daha 6énemlisi artik
“Cay bizim kutsalimizdir” deme noktasina gelmis/getirilmis. inal'in tez igin go-
rastugu bir vatandasin ifadesi kutsal olan ¢ayin varligi hakkinda: “Devletimiz
bize cay tarimini 6gretti. Fabrikasini acti. Destekledi. Dogu Karadeniz icin cay
demek hayat demek. Getirmis ¢ay fabrikani kurmus, kapinin énande devlet
isi.” (inal 2019: 130). Cayin ulus-devlet tarafindan tesvik ve zorunlu kilinmasi
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ile cayin metalasmasinda devletin 6nemli bir degisken oldugunu sdylemek
abarti olmayacaktir. Her mahallede Midaslar yaratan devlet her Midas icin
bircok is¢inin yaratilmasinin da énuna agmistir. Ama bu ilk dénemde henuz
fabrika alaninda Midas yoktur.

3788 Sayili Cay Kanunu cgaycilik faaliyetinin alt yapisini kurarken, 4223 sayili
Kahve ve Cay inhisar Kanunu ile gay ureticileri dis diinya karsisinda devletin
korumasi altina alinmistir. Cay tretiminin bolgeye hizla yayildig yillar Demok-
rat Parti Donemi (1950-1960) olmustur. Demokrat Parti déneminde kalkinma,
Turkiye'yi Kuguk Amerika yapmak ya da “her mahallede milyoner yaratma”
doénemi olarak tanimlanmaya basliyor. Han ve Han'in iki Bucuk Yaprak Cay
adli calismasinda verilen tablo aslinda Demokrat Parti dénemi ve sonrasinda
¢ay Uretiminin Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi’'ne yayilma hizini ve beraberinde artan
Uretimini gozler 6nune seriyor.'? Bolge halki gelirinin artisi igin ilk etapta De-
mokrat Parti’'nin etkinligini gorse bile, aslinda Fatma Genc'in isaret ettigi cay
sanayisinin olusturulmasinin sonuglarini da topluyor (Geng 2021).

1970'lerde ulus-devlet destekli birikim strecinin 6zellikle déviz bigiminde ser-
maye ihtiyaci ile krize girmesi sadece askeri darbeye yol agmiyor, askerlerin
baskici uygulamalari altinda devletin ve sermayenin ic baglantilar hizla de-
Qistiriliyor. Degisimden cay endustrisine dusen pay, her mahallede yaratilan
Midaslarin ¢ay isleme ve dolasim alanina dahil edilmesi olmustur. 1984 tarihli
3092 Sayili Kanun ile devletin tekelinde olan ¢ayin alimi, islenmesi ve pazar-
lanmasina Midaslarin da dahil olmasi saglanmistir. 24 Ocak ekonomik kararla-
rin ve 12 Eylul askeri darbesinin temel yonelimi “guclta devlet” eli ile sermaye
birikiminin 6nandeki engellerin kaldirilmasi olmustur. Tum caba doéviz kazan-
dirici faaliyetlerin hizlandirilmasi yonunde gerceklesmeliydi, inracata yonelik
kalkinma bu dénemin temel argimani/stratejisi olmustur.

Dogu Karadeniz Projesi Bélge Kalkinma Programi (2021-2023) Eylem Plan,
“Kaynaklarin, etkili ve verimli kullanilmasi, yerel dinamiklerin ve firsatlarn
dogru degerlendirilmesi, bu yolla bolgesel kalkinmanin yurt sathina yayilma-
s1I” ifadesi ile basliyor (DOKAP Baskanligi 2021). Raporlarda artik sadece tek
urane bagimllik degil, kamunun degisen politikalarinin yarattigi olumsuz-
luklar siralaniyor; “Bolge illeri tek Grtn tarimina ¢ok bagimlidir (Rize'de cay,
Giresun’da findik gibi). Bu Urtnlerde gozlenen kamuya bagimlilik ve kamu
kuruluslannin islevlerinde beklenen azalma, ciftci gelirlerinde 6nemli artiglar

12 Cay Uretim ve isletilmesinin bolgeye hizla yayilmasi parti-se¢men baglantisi iginde de ele
alinmasi gerekiyor. Siyasal patronaj iliskisi ve oy avcilig cay Ureticilerinin tesvik ve desteginin
hep belirli bir diizeyde devam etmesine neden olmustur.
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hedeflendiginde, alternatif gelir kaynaklarini gelistirmeyi zorunlu kilmakta-
dir.” 2021'e gelene kadar aslinda TUSIAD, TOBB gibi sermayeyi temsil eden
orgutler, bolgenin caya bagli yapisina isaret ederek alternatif cerceveler 6ner-
mislerdir;, TOBB'un 2007 tarihli Ekonomi Panoramasi’'nda bolgeye iliskin “Her
tarli malzeme var ama helva yapmayi bilmiyoruz” ifadesi kullaniliyordu. Yeni
bolgesel kalkinma anlayisi helva yapimi icin gerekli kaynaklari bulma, hareke-
te gecirme biciminde gerceklesiyor. Sermayeleri (Midaslari) temsil eden farkli
orgutler, farkli oneriler ile 6ne ¢ikiyorlar. Ulkesel ve Bolgesel Kalkinma Strateji-
leri 2001 krizi sonrasi Gnemli bir degisim gecirmistir. Cay temelli stratejilerinin
yerini artik Dogu Karadeniz igin; cay ama, enerji, maden, insaat, turizm, saglik
gibi ¢esitlendirilmis bir dil almistir. Midaslar kendi heyecanli yatinm istahla-
rini acgiklamak yerine kar, gelir, mevki Uzerinden bir ittifak olusturmuslardir.
Siyasiler, akademisyenler, burokratlar, teknokratlardan olusturduklar ittifak
korosunun israrli tekrarlar: “Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi ¢ay ve findiga bagli za-
yif bir ekonomiye mahkum mu?” olmustur. Siyasi iktidar Dogu Karadeniz Bol-
gesi’'ni tekrar gindemine aliyor. Kalkinmak i¢in ¢ay disinda diger kaynaklara
yatinmin gerekliligini israrla isaret ediyor. Bolgesel dengesizlikleri ortadan
kaldirmaya yonelik politikalardan boélgesel sermaye biriktirme politikalarina
gecisle birlikte cay aretimi, cogul cikar yonelimli iliskilerde eski 6nemini kay-
betmeye baslamistir. Fatma Genc'in referenslarindan hareketle baktigimizda,
¢ay ureticilerinin ¢ikarlar igin dile getiren gerilimli muzakere surecine giril-
digini goruyoruz; Rize Ticaret Borsasl (RTB) Baskani Mehmet Erdogan, Turk
¢ayinin gelecedi icin Cay Kanun Tasarisinin bir an 6nce yasalasmasi gerek-
tigini kaydetmektedir.”® Fakat DOKAP'In ifadesi: “DOGU KARADENIZ, KARLI
FIRSAT ALANLARI, CESITLILIK ARZ EDEN TATMINKAR URETIM MERKEZLERI
ILE YENI YATIRIMCILARI BEKLIYOR” dogru ¢ikmiyor. DOKAP'In isaret ettigi
alanlara yine siyasal iktidarin destegi ile yatinm yapma az sayida Midas'in te-
kelinde gerceklesiyor. Bu gunlerde Besli Cete dense de bu sermaye grupla-
rn ulus-devlet destekli sermaye birikiminin geldigi noktayi isaret ediyor. Besli
sermaye grubu karsiigi 6denmemis emek zamani (isciler), karsiigi hic ve-
rilmeyen doga kaynaklari (madenler, yeralti sulari, biyolojik cesitlilik) ve go-
rinmeyen emedi (kadin emegi) sermayeye doénusturtyorlar. Kalkinma adina
paketlenen suregler, birilerinin sermaye birikimi ile sonuclaniyor. Ama havaya,
topraga emege goz diken Midaslarin getirdikleri yikim daha bir géranar oldu.
Bolge halkinin, hi¢ degilse bir bolumu, Midas ve Midas’a yapilan desteklere
hayir demeye basladi.

htm, Er|§|m tarlhl 19 Temmuz 2018.
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Cengiz Ingaat AS
BARAJLAR/MADENLER/HESLER KIMLERI BESLER

-Samsun - Bafra - Sinop Yolu
-Trabzon-Askale Yolu

-Giimiishane Cevre Yolu

-Samsun II Mobil Enerji Santrali
-Giresun Limam Mendirek Onarimu
insaatl

-Zonguldak Eregli Kiyis:

-Hopa Limam Onarimi ve Mendirek
Uzatilmasi ingaati

-Trabzon Atasu Baraji ve HES Insaati
-Trabzon Akgaabat Ayr. Diizkdy Yolu
-Kalehan Enerji Uretim ve Ticaret AS
-Artvin Hopa Kemalpasa Sarp Yolu

e

--Artvin Hopa Ardegen Cayeli Yolu
-Rize Ikizdere - Ispir Yolu Qvit
Tiineli Ve Baglanti Yollar
-Ordu-Giresun Havalimani

-Adana Menge Baraj1 ve HES
ingaat:

-Istanbul Maltepe Sahil

-istanbul Metrosu

-Ankara Hizl1 Tren Gan Projesi
-Mardin Ihisu Baraji ve HES Insaati
-Mus Yukan Kalekoy Baraji ve
Hidroelektrik Santrali

-Bingol Kig1 - Yedisu Yolu
-Kastamonu - Cankini (Ilgaz Tiineli
Dahil) Yolu

Rizeli Havva nine (Rabia Ozcan) Rize valisine yonelik, “Devlet yok, halk var!
Kimdir devlet ya! Devlet bizim sayemizde devlettir” sdzleriyle Midaslara ve
Midaslara destek verenlere karsi bolgenin tarihi/kultara adina mucadelenin
simgesi haline gelmistir. Rize Valisi ‘Yesil Yol' projesine karsi ¢ikanlar “Bes, on
gunlugune gelenler ahkam kesiyor,” diyerek elestirmisti.

407 sayili Cay Yetistirilmesine Dair Kanunla baslayan zorunlu surece boélge
halki 6nce direniyor ve zamanla “cay bizim kutsalimiz” diyecek bir kalture/
asamaya geciyor. Bugunlerde ise bdlgenin tum kaynaklan Midas'lar icin kut-
sal olurken, bolgenin yasam ortami yeniden yikim/ direnme surecini yasiyor.
Dogu Karadeniz'i Ne Yapmali? Midaslar ve Midaslarin getirdigi yikima karsi
mucadele verenler tarafindan yazilan bir tarihi yagiyoruz.
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“Lazuriseni na migkin iri-mutusi kyona do tana nana ¢kimi ren”
(Aksoylu 2009).

“Because uprooting a tree and to plant something in its place [TEA]
which will not yield immediately, maybe after four

or five years it will produce- A little incentive is need.

(Parliament 1340c: 615).

i. A Disappearing Language from Mother to Child; Laz, A Plant Covering
the Mountain from Mother to Child; ‘TEA’

When | prepared a presentation for the Gola Culture, Art and Ecology Associ-
ation, the first thing | wondered about was culture, art and ecology are fine,
but what does “gola” mean? When | researched, | learned that the word ‘gola’
comes from Laz and means plateau. 2 However, with my readings on Laz cul-
ture/language, which also includes this word, and more importantly, when |
watched director ilkay Nisanci's 2006 documentary (Bir Yudum Bekleyis), |
realized that not only ‘gola’ but many words belonging to Laz culture, more-
over, the language itself is in the process of being forgotten. In the documen-
tary Naciye Aunt was asking, “l speak Laz, but do you understand?”.

1 | would like to thank Elvan Giiloksiiz for taking the time to review the text.

2 We are people of a geography/culture with quite different cultures, languages and richness
of life.



250

Beyond Tea: From Field to Pot, Tea in Space and Memory

While the subject of the workshop, ‘tea’, a plant that is an extension of nature,
spreads tremendously in the Eastern Black Sea Region, a culture of Laz cul-
ture/language is slowly disappearing. Kamil Aksoylu starts his book Laz Cul-
ture with the words “Lazuri seni namickin iri mutusi kyona do tana nanackimi
ren”. In other words, he says, “The source of all | know about the Laz language
is my mother” (Aksoylu 2009). However, Kamil Aksoylu also states in his book
that the expression lazi was first mentioned in the 37-book work of Plinius in
the 70s AD (Aksoylu 2009: 22). A language that changes from mother to child,
a plant that covers the mountain and the hill; ‘tea’. There is a problem in our
last sentence; “the ‘tea’ that surrounds the mountain-hill”. Tea is not a plant
that belongs to the Black Sea Region, right? There is a fetish expression here.
Tea, which is a part of nature, can be defined as the Camellia genus of the
Theaceae family of a species called Parietales. That's all.

The spread of tea to the world takes place in an interactive process with co-
lonialism and then nation-states and the capital accumulation process. The
spread of tea and tea culture in the Eastern Black Sea Region does not hap-
pen by accident or by itself. ® With a law (Law No. 407 on Growing Hazelnut,
Orange, Lemon, Mandarin and Tea in Rize Province and Borcka District), tea
production is started. The date of the law is 1924. It happens with the law en-
acted after the proclamation of a newly established nation-state, namely the
Republic of Turkey. The legitimizing expression of the intervention/law, on
the other hand, is expressed by a series of discourses such as development,
reducing poverty, progress and gaining independence from the outside
world, which refer to the common good of society. The General Report of Fruit
Growing-Viticulture-Vegetables-Tea and the Five-Year Program presented to
the 1938 Agriculture Congress and prepared by the General Directorate of
Agriculture, reveal the notion of development and its components; It is ini-
tiated with the aim of “economic development of a region with limited land
and limited means of subsistence, and keeping a significant amount of mon-
ey paid abroad within the country”. # Thus, the Eastern Black Sea Region en-
counters not only a plant (tea), but also the concept of development that will

3 However, the discovery of tea is a coincidence, according to a Chinese legend; Around 2737
BC, Emperor Shennong drank a bowl of boiling water when a few leaves fell from a tree into his
water. When the emperor took a sip of the drink, he liked its aroma.” For an enjoyable video
introduction about the history of tea; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LalvVc1s520, Date
Accessed: July 17, 2021.

4 A very important article for the nation-state supported development of tea production;
Sakli, A. R. 2019. “Turk Cay Sektoriinde Yasal Gelisim ve 1984 Serbestlestirmesi”, Eskisehir
Osmangazi University iiBF Magazine, C. 14, issue 2, 511 — 534.
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legitimize various interventions for the change and transformation of the re-
gion. In countries like Turkey, which are included in the late nation-state and
capital accumulation process, the content of the concept of development
changes over time depending on the development of capital accumulation
and the nation-state. President R. T. Erdogan, who wrote the foreword of the
report titled Eastern Black Sea Project Regional Development Program (2021-
2023) Action Plan, in these days when we are in a special phase of differen-
tiation for Turkey, defines the process as our development move: “Transition
to competitive product types to support economic and social development,
expansion of marketing opportunities, organic agriculture, renewable energy
and innovation studies, development of human resources and institutional
capacity, protection and evaluation of natural assets and cultural heritage will
be important elements of the new era in supporting the competitive agen-
da of the regions.” (Eastern Black Sea Region Development Program 2021).
The new situation, which is indicated by the concept of development, gives
way to new definitions including tea production; The emphasis on “we have a
weak economy dependent on tea and hazelnuts” continues with new devel-
opment proposals: “The Black Sea Region has a position that cannot provide
enough diversity on the basis of products and cannot reach the required level
of specialisation. The region produces few traditional products (such as food,
tobacco, paper).” These detections lead to interventions accompanying a se-
ries of new proposals/plans on what to do with the Eastern Black Sea region
in the name of development.

In the promotion video of DOKAP; “THE EASTERN BLACK SEA IS WAITING
FOR NEW INVESTORS WITH ITS PROFITABLE OPPORTUNITY AREAS AND
SATISFACTORY PRODUCTION CENTERS THAT PROVIDE DIVERSITY”. 5 | had
the opportunity to observe some of the expected investors and investments
during my trips. To the best of my knowledge | have been involved in the
protests/struggles of the local people against the opening of HEPP, thermal
power plants and the energy sector and the Green Road to tourism. During
my journey in the region for HEPP, | saw that the “poplars along the stream
(dereboyu kavaklar)®” mentioned by Baris Mango in his song about Giresun
had been replaced by construction machinery. At the 55th anniversary cele-
brations of DSI, Erdogan, after pointing out how the country has turned into
a construction site with the facilities put into service, said, “Our government

5 Writing with capital letters is not something we prefer, this is how DOKAP found it appropri-
ate, perhaps to indicate the importance of the subject.

6 https://youtu.be/9gfbepXqd3c
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is determined on this issue, we will bring water to all of our country’s irrigable
lands. We have turned the Turkish saying, which was always said in the previ-
ous periods, ‘Water flows, the Turk watches’ into ‘Water flows, the Turk makes'
with the investments we made in water resources.”” Construction machines
along the river are in an intense activity to ‘not watch’ the underground/sur-
face waters, but to attach them under golden handcuffs.

The development process, which started with tea in the Eastern Black Sea
Region, continues by changing and transforming with energy, mining and
tourism. In times of accelerated change, remembering/reminding the previ-
ous changes and the destructions they created is important to keep the mem-
ory alive, to be aware of new destructions and to stand up to them.

ii. It is quite difficult to establish a connection between the past and the
present

While thinking about the place of tea in the memory of the region, | remem-
bered my first surprise about tea for myself. | was surprised when my dear
student/friend Fatma Geng, who turned her feelings about tea into thoughts
and put them into writing told me in a conversation we made when she was
choosing her thesis topic, that “the first production of tea started in the early
Republic” (Geng, 2010). My mother and father were lovers of tea for as long as
I know, and they made all their meetings and conversations with tea. From the
very beginning, | thought that tea belongs to and grows in these lands. When
| studied documentaries and other materials about tea, | saw that almost the
same thought/feeling prevailed among the people of the region. | observed
that the people of the region often forget the pre-tea culture/living environ-
ment, and the destruction not only of the language and the culture in which
the language was formed, but also the rich diversity of nature destroyed with
single product (tea). | also saw that normalisation of this environment created
by the hand/force of the nation-state with motives such as development and
reducing external dependency and the fact that tea is the main income of
the people of the region, includes the possibility of reacting negatively to all
kinds of criticism of tea production.

Thinking about the effects of tea in the region by renewing the memory is
much more important for the Eastern Black Sea Region in today’s condi-

Accessed Date 27 March 2011
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tions, where new development/investment decisions are intensified. It will be
meaningful for the people of the region and those who think about the issue
to think about the historical process by keeping a critical distance to the new
quests for the Eastern Black Sea Region and their possible negative conse-
quences. Because the culture and nature of the Eastern Black Sea Region is
once again devastated by the nation-state supported capital accumulation
process. We are entering a period in which the destructive effects of tea as
a culture in the region on society-nature will be experienced much more in-
tensely.

Tea came to the region with expressions of development, progress, indepen-
dence and wealth. As | mentioned above, with the development, and the
naming/packaging of the Strong New Turkey 2023, a tremendous interven-
tion in the region has begun. The search for What to Do in the Eastern Black
Sea Region and the emerging practices have already started a destructive
process/future for ecological and social life. Yes, it is necessary and important
to build bridges between the past, present and future, even if it is difficult.

iii. The Tale of Development and Transformation in the Content of Region-
al Development

“Tea is our sanctuary” (inal 2019).

Tales usually end well, whereas tales told through development always end
with the destruction of the culture, nature and workers. These are not the
thoughts/statements of someone from afar. As someone who has taught de-
velopment courses for up to thirty years, | say this based on my thoughts/
experiences.

It is generally the political powers that represent the nation-state that express
the tale conveyed as development. Even though the political powers cherish
the hopes of “creating millionaires/wealthy in every corner”, those who bene-
fit from the results in the period of capital accumulation supported by the na-
tion-state are the subjects/actors/operators of the capital machine, described
as entrepreneurs, bosses, and employers. But we have to admit that the en-
trance of tea to the region is realized through the state with the incentives of
the newly built nation-state. When capital accumulation in the country reach-
es a stage, we first see companies, namely employers, in tea processing and
distribution. In recent years, capitals in diversified areas want the water, mine,
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rock and nature of the region. The expression of this desire is called devel-
opment and the state of action is called investing in the region. Even though
the outcome is named as enrichment in the statistical data because of the
contribution of the region to the national income, the millionaires created in
a corner benefit from this work, and the nature and the people of the region
play the loser of the tale, even though it seems like they are winning from time
to time. It's a strange tale. The evil forces that make the environment worsen
day by day turn into saviors supported by the people of the region in every
election process.

The process of the tea’s seizing the Eastern Black Sea Region is also the con-
struction process of the capital accumulation machine/mechanism that will
keep the nation-state alive. The process, which started with nation-state-sup-
ported capital accumulation, causes the destruction of all components of the
agricultural society and the cultural processes accumulated over time in the
region. While the nation-state and the development process that started in
the minds are building the living environment, they give the opportunity to
think the region like a blank slate or whatever you say.

The concept of development should be considered as the ideology of the
nation-state meeting and fulfilling the possibilities-necessities of capital ac-
cumulation determinant on the world scale. But as an organized thought and
over time, as a discipline, development economics spreads to all areas of life
like its sociology and politics. Unlike other disciplines of social sciences, it
has come into existence as development strategies that mean direct inter-
vention in the living environment. It provides enormous maneuverability to
late nation-states and political powers. Political power has to create and build
the capital accumulation process, which is the basic form of capitalist wealth
creation for the existence, continuity, material reproduction of the state, and
therefore for its own political continuity. 8The construction process contin-
ues with an unequal time interval. This first period of mechanism building
is packaged with the ideology of development in order to create the nation
and its citizens as a monolithic classless body. When we open the package,
we come across the components of the capital accumulation mechanism (la-
bour-power market, commodity market, money market, exchange rate mar-
ket). But once the capital accumulation mechanism starts to work, a series
of changing connections emerge between the state-political power and the
capital accumulation mechanism and its carriers. The ideology of develop-

8 This is a different thought from the general Marxist analysis of the state, but that’s how |
think.
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ment constantly differentiates and evolves in a symbiotic relationship.

The construction of the nation-state in late capitalist countries such as Turkey
creates the capital accumulation mechanism and the actors of this mecha-
nism, the so-called ‘millionaires’ in every corner with a time lag. There is some-
thing specific to the tea product here. Besides the many contributions Rahsan
inal makes in her doctoral thesis, which has a very rich content, she makes
another emphasis on our subject; The claim that “In Rize, the state directed
the peasants, who it essentially turned into simple commodity producers, to
the production described as ‘small commodity production’ and that it has
developed the process of absorbing the peasants into the market relations
step by step, in a non-radical way - without drawing social reaction -" is quite
appropriate (inal 2009).. Nation-states cannot only be defined by the function
of capital accumulation and state reproduction, but they also have to ensure
the reproduction of society. inal expresses the potential provided by tea for
the reproduction conditions of the region; “The economic conditions of the
people of Rize had gotten worse. The introduction of a new product, which
could be produced in a small ownership order, had an important potential to
affect the social structure of the region” (inal 2009: 94). While the region is
being reproduced through the product, the capital mechanism is developing
in the region and in Turkey in general, the number of the capitalists who are
the carriers of the mechanism and the amount of capital they control begins
to increase. | liken the capitalists to King Midas in mythology. His only wish,
“to turn everything he touches into gold, so that he becomes very rich” is ac-
cepted and everything he touches turns into gold. Thus, Midas cannot eat the
apple he was eating, and he can no longer love his beloved daughter. The
nation-state, which started tea as an industrial product, created Midas every-
where by calling it development. Midases that have grown and developed
are no longer satisfied with tea.. They also want to transform the surface and
underground waters, the coastline, the mines and the opportunities offered
by nature for tourism into gold in areas where tea is spilled. Due to the sym-
biotic relationship, the political power(s), which is the executive organ of the
nation-state, are provoking this request. Let us think about the iskencedere
Valley, the last place touched by Cengiz Holding, which has turned the East-
ern Black Sea Region’s nature into capital. Cengiz Holding is a Midas, which
has become a part of the top ten in the world via the tenders it received from
the state. Cengiz Midas mobilised the construction equipment to touch and
turn the Rize Ikizdere iskencedere Valley into capital. “Construction machines
uproot trees that are hundreds of years old by tearing them apart. The soil
flowing down the slope together with the rocks removed from the slope of the
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valley fills the natural beauties and people’s life water, iskence Stream with
stones and soil. Cengiz Holding is opening a quarry in the iskencedere Valley
to use the stones to be mined there as filling material in the construction of the
iyidere logistics port. It is said that Cengiz Holding will extract 15 million tons
of stone annually from the region.®

(UNDP-Alual Report)
Plalel Y

Let us repeat, the story of tea needs to be analyzed through changes in na-
tion-state and capital accumulation over time. But for analysis, we need to
save the process from the development packaging that hides both process-
es. So what could be the worst part of the tale? In fact, we talked about tabula
rasa, that is, while creating an environment from scratch, the two components
of culture, nature and human, are redefined and destroyed by being record-
ed. The concept of development is persistently used in the name of prosperi-
ty and wealth for the common good of the entire nation-society. The interests
of politicians, new and old-grown employers are packaged under the name of
DEVELOPMENT at every opportunity.

In development classes, | used to tell development tales with Jean De La Fon-
taine’s tale of the frog who wants to be an ox. The story of the frog who em-

9 https://marksist.net/derya-cinar/talana-karsi-mucadele-sesleri-ikizdereden-geliyor, Date
Accessed: May 18, 2021.
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ulates the capitalist societies which experienced capital accumulation and
nation-state development earlier, and wants to be like them. In societies like
ours, in which nation-state development and capital accumulation were real-
ized later, there is not the process called social development, but developing
people, and culture, labour-power and nature, which are destroyed on behalf
of the developing... It is not possible to describe the destructive process of
the development tale in detail, but let me put here the graphic which includes
my summary of the 2006 Report of UNDP, which is the spokesperson of the
functioning at the United Nations and named as Development.™

Tea is a product which, after going through a process linked to industriali-
sation that, does not directly meet the needs, is drawn to the nation-state
supported capital accumulation process and reaches consumers. The pro-
cess started in the name of development continues with mechanisation. If |
remember correctly, the friend/employee describing the tea factory | visited in
Kemalpasa, pointing to the machines, said, “They are doing the work of 1600
employees.” Unemployment is an important result of the development tale,
which increases over time, and this is called unemployment-creating devel-
opment in the literature. In the Eastern Black Sea Region mechanisation and
the privatisation process, which is linked to the transformation of the inner
architecture of the state, creates unemployment, which is the most important
problem of the region. The development process that creates unemployment
turns into an expression that unemployment will be reduced by develop-
ment. !

The life of tea, which started with the story of development, destroys the rich-
ness of nature when it spreads to the Eastern Black Sea Region with the sup-
port-force of the nation-state. We call this development without a future. The
fact that tea becomes the only source of income in the region over time is
being criticized nowadays as single product industrialisation for the sake of
Midases who want to use the underground and aboveground resources of
the region. The development approach of the new era uses the arguments
for the need to shift from a single industry product to diversification and the
concept of development for this transition. The Eastern Black Sea Region ex-

10 Itis beyond the page limit given to us to elaborate.

11 When we wandered around the eastern Black Sea region for the HEPP struggle, we were
faced with the statements that construction workers and few engineers were employed during
the HEPP construction process, and that although it was an energy generation area with the
least employment at the end of the construction, “but it will reduce unemployment”. We were
telling about this contradiction as our language changed.
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periences the consequences of obtaining energy by confining underground
and surface waters to concrete canals, as floods and similar disasters.

The shaping of culture and nature around a single product, especially the fact
that tea production is predominantly based on female labour force, is defined
as male-dominated development in the development literature. When we
look at the region, the fact that the control and property rights of tea produc-
tion areas and their income are mostly in the hands of men expresses another
aspect of development.

Nation-state-supported capital accumulation takes place simultaneously
with an authoritarianism, in which top-down participation is low and which
increases with the crises that emerge over time. Today, the Palace Regime
and the interventions carried out with the phrase “it will be done whether you
want it or not” are another result of the nation-state supported capital accu-
mulation in these lands, which was initiated under the name of development.

Pointing out the negativities created by the development process, which was
started on the tea product and expressed in different fields today, is very im-
portant to show the true intentions of the Midases who tend to cause more
destruction. Itis important because Midases and the political power that pave
the way for them are no longer content with tea, but are engaged in the de-
struction process of all the underground and aboveground diversity of na-
ture in the name of construction, mining, energy and tourism. The public-pri-
vate cooperation that defines the new era reveals that the destruction will be
deeper and multiple to the extent that it points to the alliance of profitability
between the political power and the Midases.

iv. Development Periods of the Eastern Black Sea Region; Naming Change

“They gave everyone atealicence card with the tea.” B. Topaloglu
(inal 2019: 116)

In the narrative, but mostly based on my observations, when | say the Eastern
Black Sea region before tea over the concept of development, | actually make
a periodisation of the region. If there is a pre-tea period, we can talk about a
history of the arrival of tea in the region, the inner phases of this history, and
also these days when the effect of tea gradually diminishes in a painful way. "2

12 This intuitive periodisation | made during the presentation is already included in the works
of Fatma Geng and R.inal in great detail (Geng 2010; inal 2019).
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Tablo 1: Tiirkiye'de Cikanlan Cay Yasalan Kronolojisi

(tkanlan Yasa ve Mevzuat

Mevzuat lgerigi

06.02.1924 Tarih ve 407 Sayil Rize Vilayetiyle
Borcka Kazasinda Findik, Portakal, Limon, Man-
dalina ve Cay Vetistirilmesi Hakkinda Kanun,

Yasaile Rize ve Borcka'da yasayan halka, findik, portakal, limon ve man-
dalina yaninda icretsiz ¢ay tohumu ve qay fidanlaridagitilmistir,

02.04.1940 tarih ve 3788 Sayih Cay Kanunu,

1938'de yeniden baslatilan caycilik faaliyetlerine yasal altyapi saglan-
mistir.

25.05.1942 Tarih ve 4223 Sayil Kahve ve Cay
Inhisar Kanunu

1933'ten tibaren ¢ay ithalatr, 1938 den tibaren gay ig satimi tekele alin-
migty, Yasa ile meveut tekel yasal teminat altina alinmistr.

7.6.1949 tarih 5433 sayil Deviet Uretme Ciftlk-
leri Genel Midurliigu Gorev ve Kurulug Kanunu

1938'den 1949'a kadar gaycilik faaliyetleriniyriten Devlet Ziraat glet-
meleri Kurumu kapatilmis, cay isi Tekel Genel Midirligd'ne verilmistir,

27 Subat 1950 Tarih ve 574 Sayili Kanun

(ay tarim alanlar 65.000 dekara ikarimistir,

10 Temmuz 1953 tarihve 6133 Sayih Kanun

Cay tanim alanlarinin genisletilmesi icin Bakanlar Kurulu'na yetki veril
migtir,

6 Aralik 1971 tarihli ve 1497 Sayili Cay Kurumu
Kanunu

Cay Kurumu adi altinda bir Iktisadi Devlet Tegekkili kurumugtur.

112 saylh Cay Isletmeleri Genel Midirlugi ku-
rulusu hakkinda Kanun Hukminde Kararmame
(18.10.1983 tarih ve 18195 sayili Resmi Gazete|

Gay Kurumu'nun adi Cay Isletmeleri Genel Miidurlig olarak degismis
ve bir Kamu lktisadi Kuruluguna doniistirilmistir,

4.12.1984 tarih ve 3092 sayli Cay Kanunu

Tekel mahiyetinde olan cay Gretimi, isletmesi ve satisi dzel sektore agl-
mistir. (Serbestlesme; deregulasyon).

24.11.1994 tarih ve 4046 sayil Ozellestirme Uy-
gulamalan Hakkinda Kanun

Gaykur'un Kamu ktisadi Kurulusu olma vasfina son verilerek, iktisadi
Devlet Tesekkili (IDT) statisine almigtr.

19 A3ustos 2016 tarih ve 6741 sayili Kanun

Gay lsletmeleri Genel Mdirlugi, Turkiye Varlik Fonu Anonim Sirketine
devredilmistir.

KAYNAK: A Ruza Sakls (2019) Tk Cay Sekrinde Yasal Gelgim ve 1984 Serbestlegtrmesi, Eskisehir Osmangaz

Universitesi 11BF Dergisi, C. 14,5.2, 511 - 534,

Periodising and explaining the transformation of periodisation in itself to un-
derstand the story/transformation of tea can be done by asking What Was the
Eastern Black Sea Region? What Should Happen?. Answering these ques-
tions in a healthy way will reveal the addressees of the periodisation problem.
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We need to think hard about the the first period in which a nation-state-sup-
ported industrial product was supported. Everything has been done for a
product to be established in the region. Tea has been accepted by the people
of the region over time, and more importantly, the people come/have been
brought to the point of saying “Tea is our sacred”. A citizen who inal inter-
viewed for her thesis is about the existence of sacred tea: “Our state taught
us tea farming. It opened its factory. Supported. For the Eastern Black Sea
Region, tea means life. The state has established the factory, a public office
opportunity in front of the door (inal 2019: 130).” It would not be an exaggera-
tion to say that the state is an important variable in the commodification of tea
with the promotion and obligation of tea by the nation-state. The state, which
created Midases in every neighborhood, also paved the way for the creation
of many workers for every Midas. But in this first period, there are no Midases
in the sphere of the factory yet.

While the Tea Law No. 3788 established the infrastructure of the tea-making
activity, the Coffee and Tea Monopoly Law No. 4223 put the tea producers
under the protection of the state against the outside world. The years when
tea production spread rapidly to the region were the Democratic Party Pe-
riod (1950-1960). In the Democratic Party era, development begins to be
defined as the period of making Turkey a Little America or “creating a mil-
lionaire in every neighborhood”. The table given in Han and Han's study
titled Two Leaves and a Bud actually reveals the speed of the spread of
tea production to the Eastern Black Sea Region during and after the Dem-
ocrat Party period, and the increasing production along with it. ' Even if
the people of the region see the effectiveness of the Democrat Party in the
first place to increase their income, they actually collect the results of the cre-
ation of the tea industry, which Fatma Geng¢ pointed out (Geng 2021).

The crisis of the nation-state-supported accumulation process in the 1970s
with the need for capital, especially in the form of foreign currency, does not
only lead to the a military coup, but the internal links of the state and capital
are rapidly changed under the oppressive practices of the soldiers. The share
of the change in the tea industry has been the inclusion of the Midas created
in each neighborhood in the tea processing and circulation area sphere With
Law No. 3092 dated 1984, Midases were also included in the buying, pro-
cessing and marketing of tea, which is the monopoly of the state. The main

13 The rapid expansion of tea production and operation in the region needs to be addressed
within the party-voter connection. Political patronage and vote hunting have always led to the
continuation of tea producers’ encouragement and support at a certain level.
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orientation of the 24 January (1980) economic decisions and 12 September
(1980) military coup was the removal of obstacles to capital accumulation by
the hand of a “strong state”. All efforts should have been made towards ac-
celerating foreign exchange earning activities, export-oriented development
was the main argument/strategy of this period.

Eastern Black Sea Project Regional Development Program (2021-2023) Ac-
tion Plan begins with the phrase “The effective and efficient use of resources,
the correct evaluation of local dynamics and opportunities, and the spread
of regional development across the country in this way” (DOKAP Presidency
2021). The reports list not only the dependency on a single product, but also
the negativities caused by the changing policies of the public; “The provinc-
es of the region are very dependent on single crop agriculture (tea in Rize,
hazelnut in Giresun). The dependency on the public observed in these prod-
ucts and the expected decrease in the functions of public institutions make it
necessary to develop alternative income sources when significant increases
in farmer incomes are targeted.” Until 2021, organisations representing capi-
tal such as TUSIAD and TOBB suggested alternative frameworks, pointing to
the tea-dependent nature of the region; In TOBB’s Economic Panorama dated
2007, the phrase “We have all kinds of ingredients, but we don’t know how
to make halva” was used. The new understanding of regional development
takes place in the form of finding and mobilizing the necessary resources for
halva production. Different organisations representing the capitals (Midases)
come to the fore with different proposals. National and Regional Develop-
ment Strategies have undergone a significant change after the 2001 crisis.
In the Eastern Black Sea Region tea-based strategies are now replaced by
a diversified language including energy, mining, construction, tourism and
health as well as tea. The Midases have formed an alliance based on profit,
income and position rather than announcing their enthusiastic investment
appetites. Persistent repetitions of the alliance chorus of politicians, academ-
ics, bureaucrats and technocrats formed by the Midases has been: “Is the
Eastern Black Sea Region doomed to a weak economy dependent on tea and
hazelnuts?” The political power is putting the Eastern Black Sea Region on
its agenda again. It persistently points out the necessity to invest in resourc-
es other than tea for development. With the transition from policies aimed at
eliminating regionalimbalances to regional capital accumulation policies, tea
production has begun to lose its former importance in multiple interest-ori-
ented relations. When we look at Fatma Genc's references, we see that there
is a tense negotiation process that speaks for the interests of tea producers;
Rize Commodity Exchange (RTB) President Mehmet Erdogan notes that the
Tea Law Draft should be enacted as soon as possible for the future of Turkish
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-Samsun - Bafra - Sinop Yolu
-Trabzon-Askale Yolu

-Giimiighane Cevre Yolu

-Samsun II Mobil Enerji Santrali
-Giresun Liman1 Mendirek Onarimi
Ingaat:

-Zonguldak Eregli Kiyisi

-Hopa Liman: Onarimi ve Mendirek
Uzatilmasi Ingaat

-Trabzon Atasu Baraji ve HES insaati
-Trabzon Akgaabat Ayr. Diizkéy Yolu
-Kalehan Enerji Uretim ve Ticaret AS
-Artvin Hopa Kemalpaga Sarp Yolu
-Artvin Kafkasor Yaylast

Cengiz Ingaat AS
BARAJLAR/MADENLER/HESLER KIMLER| BESLER

--Artvin Hopa Ardegen Cayeli Yolu
-Rize ikizdere - Ispir Yolu Ovit
Tiineli Ve Baglant1 Yollari
-Ordu-Giresun Havalimani

-Adana Menge Baraji ve HES
Ingaati

-Istanbul Maltepe Sahil

-Istanbul Metrosu

-Ankara Hizlh Tren Gan Projesi
-Mardin Ihisu Baraji ve HES Ingaat
-Mug Yukar1 Kalekoy Baraji ve
Hidroelektrik Santrali

-Bingél Kig! - Yedisu Yolu
-Kastamonu - Cankiri (Ilgaz Tineli
Dahil) Yolu

tea. But as DOKAP's statement: “EASTERN BLACK SEA REGION IS WAITING
FOR NEW INVESTORS WITH ITS PROFITABLE OPPORTUNITY AREAS AND
SATISFACTORY PRODUCTION CENTERS THAT PROVIDE DIVERSITY” is not
correct. Investing in the areas pointed out by DOKAP, with the support of the
political power, is under the monopoly of a small number of Midases. Even
though it is called the Gang of Five these days, these capital groups indicate
the point reached by nation-state-supported capital accumulation. The quin-
tuple capital group transforms unpaid labour time (workers), unpaid natural
resources (mines, groundwater, biodiversity) and invisible labour (women’s
labour) into capital. Processes packaged in the name of development result
in some people’s capital accumulation. But the destruction brought by Mi-
dases, who coveted the air, the earth, and labour became more visible. At
least some of the people of the region started to say no to Midases and the
support given to them.

Grandma Havva (Rabia Ozcan) has become the symbol of the struggle against
the Midases and their supporters on behalf of the history/culture of the region
with her words to the Governer of Rize: “There is no state, there is the peo-
ple! Who is the state? The state is the state because of us”. The governer had

14  http://www.olay53.com/haber/rtb-baskani-erdogandan-cayda-carpici-aciklama-
lar-650455.htm, Accessed on 19 July 2018.
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criticised those who oppose the ‘Green Road’ project by saying “Those who
come for five, ten days are stunned.”

The people of the region resist the compulsory process that started with the
Law No. 407 on Tea Cultivation, and in time they pass into a culture/stage that
will say “tea is our sacred”. Nowadays, while all the resources of the region
are sacred to the Midases, the living environment of the region is once again
experiencing the process of destruction/resistance. What to Do in the Eastern
Black Sea Region? We are living a history written by the Midases and those
who struggle against the destruction brought by the Midases.

263



264

Beyond Tea: From Field to Pot, Tea in Space and Memory

Kaynakga / References

Aksoylu, K. (2009), Laz Kiiltiirii Tarih, Dil, Gelenek, ve Toplumsal Yapi, Ankara: Pho-
enix Yayinevi.

inal, R. (2019), Milliyetgiligin Uretim iliskileriyle insasi: Cay, Tarim-Sanayi, Devlet,
Toplum (Yayimlanmamis Doktora Tezi), Ankara Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler
Enstitlisti, Ankara.

Gencg, F. (2010), Tiirkiye’de Cay Uretimi ve Degisen Sosyal iliskiler (Yayimlanmamis
Yiiksek Lisans Tezi), Marmara Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisi, istanbul.

A. R. Sakli (2019), “Tiirk Cay Sektériinde Yasal Gelisim ve 1984 Serbestlestirmesi”,
Eskisehir Osmangazi Universitesi [IBF Dergisi, C. 14, S. 2, 511-534.

Geng, F. (2021), “Bir Metanin izinde Tiirkiye’de Cayin Oykiisii”, Caydan Ote: Tarladan
Demlige Mekanda ve Bellekte Cay Cevrimigi Calistayi, 10-11 ve 17 Nisan.

R. T. Erdogan (2021), Dogu Karadeniz Projesi Bélge Kalkinma Programi (2021-2023)
Eylem Plani, TC Sanayi ve Teknoloji Bakanligi DOKAP Baskanhgi yayini.

Cinar D. (2021), “Talana Karsi Miicadele Sesleri ikizdere’den Geliyor”. https://mark-
sist.net/derya-cinar/talana-karsi-mucadele-sesleri-ikizdereden-geliyor, (Eri-
sim tarihi: 18 Mayis 2021).

DOKAP Baskanligi (2021), Dogu Karadeniz Projesi Bolge Kalkinma Programi (2021-
2023) Eylem Plani, TC Sanayi ve Teknoloji Bakanhgi DOKAP Baskanligi Yayini.




Caydan Once... Caydan Sonra...

Sevilay Refika Kadioglu

Felamure' cay derduk
Sobada kaynaturduk

Sesini ninni gibi

Fokur fokur dinlerduk

Muhendisler geldiler
Habu caydur dediler,
Bundan sonra bahcgaya
Bunu ekin dediler.

Cay getirdi paray!
Bitirdi lahanayi
Para ile manavdan

Alamadik elmayu... 2

Laz kaltaru ile ilgili ilk yazimi 1999 yilinda Mjora dergisi icin yazmistim. Ya-
zimin adi “Sehirli Bir Gen¢ Kizin Benlik Sevdasi” idi.* Zaman gectikce idrak
ediyordum ki kendini ve dogayi tanimanin, olani biteni anlamanin yani benlik
sevdasinin zamani yokmus, sonu gelmeyen bir yolculukmus.

Uzun yillardir Dogu Karadeniz cografyasinda anadilim olan Lazca'nin* bana
ne dedigini, neler dedigini duymaya calisiyorum. Gola Kultur Sanat ve Eko-
loji Dernegi catisi altinda yarattugumuaz calismalar araciligiyla bir yandan da
kendime bakarak dénusuyorum. Neredeyse yirmi yildir suren bu caligmalar
suresince doganin gozuyle bakmayi 6grenmeye basladigim soylenebilir.

Cocukluk anilanm arasinda muhtesem (dolma tas-g6z dolma) bir ahsap kosk-

1 Felamur: Ihlamur bitkisinin Lazca adi
2 S. Refika Kadioglu

3 https://m.bianet.org/biamag/kadin/12296-sehirli-bir-genc-kizin-benlik-sevdasi, Erisim Ta-
rihi: 16 Agustos 2002.
4 Lazca, Turkiye’nin Dogu Karadeniz kiyi seridinde Rize ilinin Pazar ilgesinde bulunan Melyat

Deresi’'nden itibaren ve Gilrcistan’in Turkiye ile paylastigi Sarp koyiline kadar yasayan Laz halki
tarafindan konusulan ve eski Kolhis dilinin devami oldugu sanilan, Zanik bir Gliney Kafkas dilidir.
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te, babaannemin yaptigi sekersiz sutlaci (sutli) bakir kaselerle dizildigi ahsap
gomme bufeden alip gizlice bir kenarda yemek énemli bir yer kaplar. Hatta
kuzinede pismis kabak dilimlerinin Uzerine pekmez dokerek yemek ve kay-
naya kaynaya kipkirmizi olmus ihlamur ¢ayindan su bardagina doldurup, bol
limonlayip icmek...Ve her birinin vazgecilmez kokular...

Nasil diyordu bir dasunur; “Evrende baslangicta su vardi, bir gan igcine yaprak
duasty, cay oldu”. Bence Dogu Karadeniz'de sicak suya disen yaprak thlamur
yaprag! idi. Cunku 1950’lere kadar cay bitkisi boélgede yoktu, bilinmiyordu.
Elbette ki ben cayin bélgeye gelis 6ykusunu anlatmayacagim. Ama yaklasik
4000 yillik otokton bir halk olan Lazlarin yasadigi cografyaya 60 yil 6nce ge-
tirilen bir endustriyel tarim Gruntne dair sicak duygular beslemedigim asikar.

Dogu Karadeniz'de sadece Lazlar yasamiyor. Boélgenin icinde barindirdigi
farkli kaltarler, inanclar ve yasam modelleri, Gretimi, dansi, muzigi tektiples-
tirilerek anlatilmakta ve bu anlatida ¢ay bitkisi guclu bir gerec olarak ortaya
kullanilmakta idi. Karadeniz Algisi=Laz (Temel ve Fadime), horon, kemence,
hamsi, cay...

“Laz kimdir?” diye acip soyle bir satir aralarini baktiginizda ortaya ¢ikan tablo
ise tam bir lebiderya arastirma konusu. Temel kimdir? Fadime kimdir? Romei-
ka (Pontus Rumlari), Ermeni, Cepni, Hemsinli, Gurcu...

Hele horon; mesela her vadide neredeyse farkli horon oynandigini biliyor
muydunuz? Hatta ytksek koylerde hala saman inanislarini animsatan inanil-
maz danslar oldugunu. Yuzlerce yillik halk danslarina “folklor” deyince tektip-
lestirilmis ve sahnelenince bilinen ¢ ayak horonuna indirgemis olunmuyor
sonugcta, sadece oyle bilinmesi saglaniyor.

Kemencenin calinma seklinden anlasilir calanin nereli oldugu, hem de ezgisi-
nin ritminden. Ya diger enstrumanlar? Tulum, “Lazlarin mi Hemsinlilerin mi?”
tartismasiyla unludur. Ya kaval; Sirmene kavali mi? Trabzon kavali mi? Hem-
sin kavali mi? Kavalla oynanan horonlara hi¢ girmiyorum.

Hamsiye laf edemeyecegim, malum o bir balik degildur! Hemen buraya bir-
kac cumle koymaliyim: “Hamsiye bak, balik kadar!”, “Hamsi bulamadim, balik

aldim”, “Canim balik istemiyor, ama hamsi yerim”... cimleleri Karadeniz insa-
ninin hamsiye bakisini tam olarak acikliyor.

Cay ise, zaten bu yazinin konusu.

5 Asan, 0. (2006), Temel Kimdir, istanbul: Heyamola Yayinlari; Kolivar, A. (2006), Fadime Kim-
dir, istanbul: Heyamola Yayinlari.



S. Refika Kadioglu

Caydan Once... Caydan Sonra...

Babaannem ihlamurdan yapip icilen icecege sadece cay diyordu, benden
cay diye istediginde getirdigim icecegi yadirgiyordu. Ben cay sordugumda
ise var deyip thlamur getiriyordu, ben sasiryordum. Biz Cay seviyorduk, ama
ayni gay! icmiyorduk. 85 yasindaki Ece (oglumun babaannesi) kesinlikle cay
icmiyordu. Nedenini sordugumda, “Nasil yapildigini bilmedigim seyi icmem”
diye cevap veriyordu. Bu sohbet ihlamurda durumu agikliyordu; thlamurun
agacini taniyordu, yapragini, cicegini, nasil toplanacagini, ne zaman topla-
nacagini, nasil kurutacagini, nasil saklayacagini ve nasil demleyecegini bili-
yordu. Simdilerde ‘Cay Bitkisi’ dedigimiz endustriyel Grtn, Ureticinin toprakla
olaniligkisini oldukca azaltacakti. Sadece o6gretilen sekilde toplayip “alim yeri”
denen, hemen her koyde yapilan briket goz g6z yapilarda gorevlilere teslim
ettigi bir bitki idi. Teslimden sonrasini bilmiyordu. Artik yerli meyve agagclari,
misir tarlalar goézlerinde yoktu, elma agaci ¢caya golge yapiyorsa kesiliyordu,
bu anlamda dogaya uyumlu dustinme bigiminde zayiflamaya baslamisti. in-
sanlar, mutfaginda biriktirdigi gida ¢opleriyle (kompost) besledigi topragina,
kimyasal gubre atar hale gelmisti. Analik (bircok yerde atalik deniyor olabilir
ama tohumu geleneksel yasamda kadin saklar, doga bilgisi ve dogaya uyum-
lu yasamasi kadinin elinde ve dilindedir) tohumlar ile elde ettigi misir tarlalari
sokulerek cay bahcelerine donastaralmus, misir ve misir ununu marketten
‘para’ ile satin alir olmuslardi. Bu konuda irfan Cagatay’in yazisi daha detayli
bilgi verecektir (Cagatay 2021).

Caydan 6nce, caydan sonra...

Binlerce yilda birikmis kadim yasam bilgileri zamanla azalip zayiflarken top-
ragin, suyun, havanin da dokusu degisiyordu. Bu surecte en buyuk hasari
toprak goéruyordu, kimyasal gubre ile dolup tagsmis ve artik icinde canli barin-
dirmaz hale gelmisti. Artvin’in Arhavi ilgesinde uzun yillar sonra kdyune geri
donen Zeki Karabulut ve esi Gulmelek baba ocagini restore etmis ve bu essiz
evin igcinde yasamaya baslamisti. ilk isleri evin 6én duzindeki cay bahgesini
sokmek olmustu. Cay, ancak bir traktor yardimi ile sokulebilen bir bitkiydi. Bu
zahmetli isten sonra ortaya ¢ikan topragin haline géztimle gérdugumde dahi
inanamamistim, adeta kahverengi bir un tarlasi vardi. Cansiz kalmis topragin
hali icler acisiydi, kendine gelmesi ise tam Uc yil sUrecekti.

Ve tabi Kackar Daglari eteklerinin bol yagisli iklimi de zaman iginde degismis-
tir. Butun dunyada gorulen degisikliklere paralel yasanan bu surecte surdu-
rulebilir tarimin hakim oldugu geleneksel yasam, ¢cay tarimi ile beraber mo-
nokultur uygulamalara ge¢misti. Yagmurlarin azalmasi, topragin kurumaya
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baglamasi ve birden yagan yogdun yagmurlarin cogalmasi gozle goérulmus
iklim degisikligi 6rneklerindendir.

1994 yilinda, 84 yasinda iken vefat eden dedem; “Carsiya sadece tuz ve gaz
yagi icin inerdik. Geri kalanlan koéyden karsilardik” diye anlatirdl. Gencken
abartill buldugumuz bu bilgiye yetiskin oldugumuzda ise inanamamistik.
Kendi kendine yeten surdurualebilir yasam bigcimine sahip bir kaltar, endust-
riyel tarim 0rana olan ¢ayin -ve Ustelik monokultur bitkisi- bolgeye yerlestiril-
mesi sonucu 6zunden hizla uzaklagmisti.

Dogu Karadeniz'de yurattugum saha calismalarinda bir sura ani biriktirdigi-
mi farkediyorum. Beni kentli ve 6gretilmigliklerin icinde debelenip duran bir
bireyden, dogaya yaklasan, dogayi duyan bir bireye dénusturen bu sureg ol-
dukca besleyiciydi. 10 sene boyunca duzenledigimiz Yesil Yayla Festivali'n-
de (2006-2015) her yil festival temasi olarak konu secerken cay 6neriliyordu.
Ama cayi elestirmeden ve hatta yucelterek anlatmak kosuluyla. Cunku cay
bolgede yasayan insanlara sadece ekonomik kazan¢ saglamiyordu, bir statu
degisimi s6z konusu idi. Hatta koylulukten kentlilige gecis araci oldugu bile
soylenebilir. Artik ‘para’ denen o ara¢ kazaniliyordu ve bunun icin her seyden
vazgecilebilir miydi? Degisen cok sey vardi, hizla cay parasi ara¢ olmaktan
cikip amaca dénusmus ve bu kontrolstz Uretime sebep olmustu. Artik cay
ekmek teknesi, kutsal ve dokunulmaz bir gecim Granuydu. Bizler ise bir sekil-
de allem edip kallem edip ¢ay temasini islemeden festivali tamamladik. Gola,
misyonuna uygun olarak festivallerde sirasiyla Ekoturizme giris, Dogu Kara-
deniz Kirsal Mimari, Dereler, Sifali Bitkiler, Taslar, inekler ve Hayvancilik, Gele-
neksel Meyveler ve Meyve Mirasi, Arilar ve Geleneksel Aricilik, Geri Déntusum
ve imece temalarini islemistir. Yol boyu 6grendiklerimiz bize ne kadar hakli
oldugumuzu gosteriyordu.

Evler degismeye basladi 6nce. Eline para gecen yerli halkin ilk isi carsidan,
betonarme birer ev=apartman dairesi almak oldu. “Carsi” dedikleri kasaba
merkezleri, modernitenin merkeziydi ve artik orada yasamak -baslangicta kis
aylari- itibar konusu olmustu. Yazlerce yillik geleneksel mimariye uygun yapil-
mis evler artik talihsiz bir bicimde koylulugu temsil ediyordu.

“Dogu Karadeniz Geleneksel Mimari” olarak akademi tezlerinde yerini alan bu
evler, kestane agaci ile dere taslarinin bir araya getirilmesinden olusuyordu.
Kestane agaci islenmeden yani ev yapiminda kullanilmadan énce en az bir
yil dereye vyatiriliyor, en az bir yil da disarda kurumaya birakiliyordu. Bu ritU-
ellerden sonra ev yapimina uygun hale gelen adac, neredeyse beton kadar
saglam oluyordu. Islak ve nem orani yuksek cografyada yasamaya elverisli ev
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malzemesine dénustyordu. Evlerin yapilacagi yere karar vermek de oldukca
ciddi bir isti. Derlemelerde karsima cikan bir bilgiye goére evin yapilacagi yere
karar vermek buyuk bir ustalik ve bilgelik gerektiriyordu. Evin gunese gore
yeri, rizgar alma durumu gibi unsurlarin hesaba katilmasi gerekiyordu. Evin
yapilmasi dusunulen araziden buyukce taslardan biri kaldirilarak solucanla-
rin, karincalarin yasayip yasamadigina, hatta bu canlilarin hangi yone hare-
ket ettiklerine bakiliyordu. Esas konu ise suyun akis yonu ve yogunlugu idi.
Karadenizde evlerin hep yamaclarda yapilmasinin sebebi su tutmayan yerler
olmasi, suyun alttan akip gitmesi idi.

Cay bitkisi kokleriyle topragi tutma gucu olmayan bir bitkidir. Baslangicta
kontrollu ve arazi 6lgcumlerine gore adet bilgisi kaydedilerek ekilen ¢ay, kont-
rollerin kalkmasi, devletin satin alma garantisinin devam etmesi sebebiyle ar-
tik her yere ekilir olmustur. Boélgede eskiden de asiri yagislardan olusan top-
rak kaymalari olurdu, ama cay tarimi sonrasi evlerin yanlis yerlere yapilmasi
ve agaclik alanlann dahi kesilip cay ekilmesi sonucunda insan olumleriyle
sonuclanan vakalarin sayisinda ciddi artislar gézlemlenir olmustu.

Caydan sonra buyuk kentlere memurluk ve egitim gibi gerekcelerle baglayan
gocler bolge insaninin profilinde de ciddi degisikliklere yol acmisti. Para ile
tanismanin hemen ardindan yasanan gocler, cay tarlalarnini kimin toplayaca-
¢1 sorusunu beraberinde getirmisti. Kalanlarin yas ortalamasi, arazileri ¢ekip
cevirmeye uygun degildi. Bu surec gevre illerden (Erzurum, Trabzon, Giresun,
Ordu) calismaya gelen iscilerin, arazilerin tamamini islemelerine dogru evri-
lecekti. Yillik olarak elde edilen surumun yari yariya paylasiimasiyla isleyen
ve adina “yaricilik” denen sistem baslamis oluyordu. Yaricilik sistemi boyunca
islerini oturtan isciler ailelerini getiriyor, arazilerin icinde bulunan ve sahiple-
ri tarafindan terkedilen dolmatas kosklere yerlestiriliyorlardi. Bugun bélgede
Ucuncu kusak yaricilar yasamakta ve arazileri hala islemektedirler. Cay topla-
ma isini yarlya vermeyip kendisi yapanlarin sayisi ginden gune azalmisti. Cay
bahgelerinin sahipleri artik kendilerini isveren gibi gérayor “cayini toplatmak”
kaltara yayiliyordu. Yikilan SSCB sonrasi acilan Sarp sinir kapisi Gurcu iscilerin
cay toplamak icin bolgeye gelmelerini baslatmisti (1988). Cayi ta yaricilar, ya
da Gurcu isciler topluyordu. Bu vesile ile arazi sahibi olan yerlilerin toprak ile
kurdugui iliski tamamen kopmus oluyordu. Yine ayni vesile bolgede yasayan
genglerin evlilik tercihlerinde de degisiklige yol agiyordu. Artik bekar gencg ka-
dinlar koyde yasayip cay ile ilgilenen erkeklerle evlenmek istemiyordu. Bunu
genc neslin kente go¢ etme egilimlerini arttiran muhtemel sebeplerden biri
diye dasuntyorum.

Tapu kadastro sistemlerinin son yillarda yol actigi durumu deginerek yazimin
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ekolojik tahribat kismini bitirecegim. Dogu Karadeniz Bélgesi’'ndeki kadastro
calismalari sirasinda yukseklerdeki araziler “islenmemis” olmalari gerekcele-
riyle orman arazisi vasfina aliniyordu. Ve bu durum hentiz kadastronun girme-
digi koylerde, uzun zamandir islenmemis olan arazilerdeki agaclar hizla ke-
sip acilan alanlara cay ekilmesine sebep oldu. Yore halkinin devlet tarafindan
arazilerinin orman arazisine yazilmamasi icin sectikleri bu yolun neye sebep
olacagini 6ngérmek oldukga zor. Son 5-6 yildir ciddi oranda arazinin yeni ¢cay
ekimi ile doldugunu 6 yildir bélgede yasayan, yaklasik 20 yildir sahada call-
san biri olarak gozlemledigimi sdylemek isterim.

Ve tabi anadilim Lazca.

Caydan 6nce, caydan sonra dedigim yerde ana dilimden bahsederek bitire-
cegim yazimi. Yazi boyunca bahsetmeye calistigim binlerce yillik kadim bilgi-
ler Lazca dilinin icinde saklaniyor ve bu sekilde yasiyordu: Mevsimler, doga
takvimi, bitkiler, meyveler, meyvelerden yapilan yiyecekler, hangi zamanda
hangi ekimin yapilacag, butin gida saklama bilgileri, yaban hayatinin tim
bilgelikleri, toprak, hava, su, gtines, ay bilgileri...

Doganin parcasi oldugunu kabul eden, ona saygi duyan, ormana agac kes-
meye giderken baltanin keser tarafini mendille kapatip diger agaclarn urkut-
mekten c¢ekinen, tek tanrili dinlerden 6énceki dogayla i¢ ice yasamin tanikla-
rinin torunlan olarak bir dilin yok olmaya yUz tutmus olmasi gercekten son
derece Uzucu. Degisen Uretim bicimleri sonucunda boélgeye endustriyel bir
urun olarak gelen ¢ayin ve bolge insaninin ‘modern yasama’ adapte olma mo-
tivasyonunun Lazca’nin yok olma tehlikesini hizlandirdigini distinayorum. Ve
tabii ki 4000 yillik kaybolmaya yuz tutmus kadim bir dilin kullaniminda “cay”
kelimesinin Lazcasl yok...



Before Tea... After Tea...

Sevilay Refika Kadioglu

Felamure' is tea for us
Boiled it on stove by us
Voice of it like a lullaby

Bubbling voice listened by us

The engineers came
They said tea is the name
Then to the garden

They said tea would tame

Tea was the money bringer

It’s the end of the kale

With the money from the grocer
We became to can’t apple buyer?

| wrote my first article on Laz culture for Mjora magazine in 1999. The title of
my article was “The Selfness Love of a Young Town Girl”. 3 As time passed, |
realized that there was no time limit to get to know oneself and nature, to un-
derstand what was going on, that is, love for the selfness; it was a never-end-
ing journey.

I've been trying to hear what Laz* my native tongue, has been saying to me in
the Eastern Black Sea region for many years. Through the works we carry out
under the Gola Culture, Art and Ecology Association, | transform by looking at

1 Felamur: Laz name of the linden plant
2 S. Refika Kadloglu

enc-kizin-benlik-sevdasi. Date ac-

cessed August 16, 2002

4 Laz is a Zanik South Caucasian language spoken by the Laz people living from the Melyat
Stream in the Pazar district of Rize province on Turkey’s Eastern Black Sea coastline and up to
the Sarp village that Georgia shares with Turkey, and is thought to be the continuation of the
old Colchis language.
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myself. It can be said that during these studies that lasted for almost twenty
years, | started to learn to see with the eyes of nature.

In my childhood memories, it takes an important place to take the sugar-free
rice pudding (sutli) made by my grandmother in copper bowls from the wood-
en built-in buffet and eat it secretly to one side in a magnificent (stone house)
wooden mansion. Even eating by pouring molasses on the winter squash
slices cooked in the cookstove and pouring linden tea into a glass and drink-
ing it with lemon... And the indispensable scents of each...

As a philosopher said, “In the beginning there was water in the universe, one
day a leaf fellinto it and it became tea”. | think the leaf that fell into hot water in
the Eastern Black Sea Region was a linden leaf. Because until the 1950s, the
tea plant did not exist in the region, it was unknown. Of course, | will not tell
the story of the coming of tea in the region. But it is obvious that | do not have
warm feelings about an industrial agricultural product brought 60 years ago
to the geography where the Laz, an autochthonous people of about 4000
years lived.

Not only Laz lives in the Eastern Black Sea Region. The different cultures, be-
liefs and lifestyles, production, dance and music of the region were described
by being standardized and the tea plant was used as a powerful tool in this
narrative. Black Sea Perception= Laz (Temel and Fadime)®, horon®, kaman-
cha, anchowy, tea...

“Who is Laz?” The picture that emerges when you look between the lines for
a moment is a purely enormous research subject. Who is Temel? Who is Fad-
ime? Pontic Greeks, Armenian, Chepni, Hamsheni, Georgian...

Especially the horon... For example, did you know that different horon is
played in almost every village? Even in the high villages there are still incred-
ible dances reminiscent of shamanic beliefs. All in all, when we say “folklore”
to folk dances that are hundreds of years old, it is not standardized. And when
it is staged, it is not reduced to the known ‘l¢ ayak’” horon. It just makes it
known as such.

Where the player from is can be understood from the way he/she plays ka-
mancha; from the rhythm of his/her tune. Or other instruments? Windbag is

5 Asan, O. (2006), Temel Kimdir, istanbul: Heyamola Yayinlari; Kolivar, A. (2006), Fadime Kim-
dir, istanbul: Heyamola Yayinlari.

6 A kind of local folk dance of the Eastern Black Sea

7 Atype of horon dance
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famous for the argument of “it belongs to Laz or Hemshin?” Or pipe; does
it belong Surmene? Trabzon or Hemshin? I'm not going into the subject of
horons played with the pipe.

What about anchovy... You know it's not a fish! | have to say a few words right
here: “Look at the anchovy, as big as a fish!”, “I couldn’t find anchovies, |
bought fish”, “I don’t want fish, but | eat anchovies”... These sentences fully
explain the Black Sea people’s view of anchovy.

When it comes to teq, it is the subject of this article.

My grandmother used to call the drink as tea, just for made from linden. When
she asked me for tea, she found strange the drink | brought her. When | asked
for tea, she said okay and brought linden. | was surprised. We loved tea, but
we did not drink the same tea. 85-year-old Ece (my son’s grandmother) never
drank tea. When | asked why, she replied, “I don't drink what | don’t know
how it is produced.” This conversation was illuminating when it is about lin-
den; she knew the tree of the linden, knew the leaf, the flower, how to pick
it, when to pick it, how to dry it, how to store it and how to brew it. The in-
dustrial product we now call ‘“Tea Plant’ would greatly reduce the producer’s
relationship with the soil. It was a plant that was picked only as taught and
handed over to the officials in briquettes made in almost every village, called
the “buying center”. She didn’t know what happened after she sold it. There
were no longer native fruit trees and corn fields in her eyes, the apple tree
was cut down if it shaded the tea, and in this sense, it began to weaken in the
way of thinking in harmony with nature. People had begun to throw chemical
fertilizers on their soil, which they previously fed with the food waste (com-
post) they had stored in their kitchen. The corn fields that they obtained with
mother seeds (it may be called ancestry in many places, but women keep the
seeds in traditional life; nature knowledge and living in harmony with nature
are in the hands and language of the woman) were turned into tea gardens
by uprooting them, and they were buying corn and corn flour from the market
with ‘money’. irffan Cagatay’s article on this subject will give more detailed
information (Cagatay, 2021).

Before tea, after tea...

While the ancient life knowledge accumulated over thousands of years de-
creased and weakened over time, the texture of the soil, water and air was
also changing. In this process, the soil was the most damaged, it was over-
flowing with chemical fertilizers and it was no longer able to contain living

273



274

Beyond Tea: From Field to Pot, Tea in Space and Memory

things. Returning to his village in Arhavi district of Artvin after many years,
Zeki Karabulut and his wife Gulmelek restored his family home and started to
live in this unique house. Their first job was to uproot the tea garden in front
of the house. Tea was a plant that could only be uprooted with the help of a
tractor. Even when | saw the soil that emerged after this hard work, | couldn’t
believe it, it was like a brown flour field. The condition of the lifeless land was
deplorable, and it would take three years for it to recover.

And of course, the rainy climate of the foothills of the Kackar Mountains has
also changed over time. In this process, which was experienced in parallel
with the changes seen all over the world, the traditional life dominated by
sustainable agriculture switched to monoculture practices together with tea
agriculture. The decrease in rains, the drying of the soil and the sudden in-
crease in heavy rains are examples of climate change.

My grandfather, who died in 1994 when he was 84 years old said, “We used
to go to the market just for salt and kerosene. We met the rest in the village.”
We could not believe this information, which we found exaggerated when we
were young, when we became adults. A culture with a self-supporting and
sustainable lifestyle had quickly drifted away from its essence as a result of
the introduction of tea, a product of industrial agriculture -and, moreover, a
monoculture plant- in the region.

| realize that | have accumulated a lot of memories during the field studies |
carried out in the Eastern Black Sea Region. This process, which transformed
me from an individual in urban struggling, to an individual approaching and
hearing nature, was very nourishing. In the Green Yayla Festival (2006-2015),
which we have organized for 10 years, tea was offered as the theme of the fes-
tival every year. But on the condition that tea is told uncritically and even ex-
alted. Because tea did not only provide economic gain to the people living in
the region, there was a symbol of status change. It can even be said that itis a
means of transition from peasantry to urbanism. Now that tool called “money”
was being earned, and could everything be given up for it? There was a lot of
change, and quickly the money for tea turned from being a tool to an end and
this caused uncontrolled production. Tea was now a meal ticket, a sacred and
inviolable livelihood. We somehow completed the festival without discuss-
ing with the theme of tea. Gola, in accordance with its mission, discuss the
themes of Introduction to Ecotourism, Eastern Black Sea Rural Architecture,
Streams, Medicinal Plants, Stones, Cows and Livestock, Traditional Fruits and
Fruit Heritage, Bees and Traditional Beekeeping, Recycling and Community.
What we learned along the way showed us how right we were.
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First, the houses began to change. The first job of the local people who had
money was to buy a reinforced concrete house=apartment from the bazaar.
The town centers they called “Bazaars” were the centers of modernity, and
living there -initially in the winter- was a matter of prestige. Houses built in
accordance with centuries-old traditional architecture now unfortunately rep-
resent the peasantry.

These houses, which took their place in the academy thesis as “Eastern Black
Sea Traditional Architecture”, consisted of a combination of chestnut wood
and stream stones. Before the chestnut tree was processed, that is, before
used in house construction, it was placed in the stream for at least one year
and left to dry outside for at least one year. After these rituals, the tree, which
became suitable for home construction, was almost as strong as concrete.
It was turning into household material suitable for living in a wet and high
humidity geography. Deciding where to build houses was also a serious
task. According to the information | came across in the compilations, decid-
ing where to build the house required great mastership and wisdom. Factors
such as the location of the house in relation to the sun and the wind situation
had to be taken into account. One of the large stones was removed from the
land where the house was planned to be built, and it was checked whether
worms and ants were alive, and even in which direction these creatures were
moving. The main issue was the flow direction and density of the water. The
reason why the houses in the Black Sea were always built on the slopes was
that there were places that did not hold water, and the water flowed from the
bottom.

The tea plant is a plant that does not have the power to hold the soil with its
roots. Tea, which was initially planted by recording the number information
according to the controlled and land measurements, is now planted every-
where due to the abolition of the controls and the continuation of the state’s
purchase guarantee. There used to be landslides in the region due to exces-
sive precipitation. However, as a result of the construction of houses in the
wrong places after engaging tea cultivation and the cutting of even wooded
areas and planting tea, serious increases were observed in the number of cas-
es resulting in human deaths.

After the tea, the migrations that started to the big cities for reasons such as
civil service and education caused serious changes in the profile of the peo-
ple of the region. Immigration, which after meeting with money, brought the
question of who would pick the tea fields. The average age of the rest was
not suitable for looking after their lands. This process would evolve towards
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the workers coming to work from the surrounding provinces (Erzurum, Tra-
bzon, Giresun, Ordu) to cultivate the entire land. By sharing the annual har-
vest in half, the system called “sharecropping” started. Workers who settled
their businesses in the sharecropping system brought their families and were
placed in stone mansions inside the fields, which were abandoned by their
owners. Today, third generation sharecroppers live in the area and still culti-
vate the land. The number of those who did the work of picking tea by them-
selves was decreasing day by day. The owners of the tea gardens now saw
themselves as employers, and the culture of “make someone to pick up your
tea” was spreading. Opening the Sarp border after the collapse USSR, caused
the Georgian workers to come to the region for picking tea (1988). Tea was
collected by sharecroppers or Georgian workers. On this occasion, the rela-
tionship of the natives who owned the land with the soil was completely bro-
ken. The same occasion also led to a change in the marriage preferences of
the young people living in the region. Single young women no longer wanted
to live in the village and marry men who were interested in tea. | think this is
one of the possible reasons that increase the tendency of the young genera-
tion to migrate to the city.

I will end the ecological destruction part of my article by mentioning the sit-
uation caused by the land registry cadastre systems in recent years. During
the cadastral surveys in the Eastern Black Sea Region, the lands at higher el-
evations were classified as forest land on the grounds that they were “uncul-
tivated”. And this situation has caused tea to be planted in the areas where
the cadastre has not yet entered, the trees on the lands that have not been
cultivated for a long time, and the trees that have been cut down quickly. It is
very difficult to predict what will cause this way chosen by the local people to
prevent their lands from being into forest land. | would like to say as a person
living in the region for 6 years and working in the field for about 20 years, that
| have observed that the land has been filled with new tea plantings in the last
5-6 years.

And of course, my native language is Laz.

| will end my article by talking about my native language where | said “before
and after tea”. The ancient knowledge of thousands of years that | tried to
talk about throughout the article was stored and lived in the Laz language:
seasons, nature calendar, plants, fruits, food made from fruits, what will plant
at what time, all food storage information, all the wisdom of wildlife, soil, air,
water, sun, moon information...
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Itis truly a pity that a language is on the verge of extinction; a language which
is spoken by descendants of witnesses of a life intertwined with nature before
monotheistic religions, who accepted that they was a part of nature, respect
it, and the people who is afraid of frightening other trees, covering the cut side
of the ax with a handkerchief while going to the forest to cut trees. | think that
tea, which came to the region as an industrial product as a result of changing
production styles, and the motivation of the people of the region to adapt to
“modern life” accelerated the danger of extinction of Laz language. And of
course, there isn't any word for “tea” in Laz language, an ancient language
that is about to disappear for 4000 years.
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Karadeniz'de Bir Bagka Yesil: Cay

Another Green in the Black Sea: Tea

Cay'dan Ote: Tarladan Demlige
Mekanda ve Bellekte Cay Cevrimici
Calistay ve Forumu’nun 6'inci oturu-
muna ‘Karadeniz'de Bir Baska Yesil:
Cay’ baslikli karikatur sergim ve konu
ile ilgili sunumumla katildim.

Toplumsal celiskilerin bir yansimasi
olan mizah ve onun ¢izimle olusturu-
lan ayadi olan karikatur sanati eliyle,
cay ekilen boélgemiz ve orada yasa-
yan insanlarin dogayla, ¢evresiyle ve
sistemle olan celiskilerini tarihsel bir
surecte anlatmaya calistim. Cunku
tarihin farkli sareglerinde bolgemizin
yasadii celiskiler de baska olmustur.
Calismalarim bu farkliliklarr karikattr
araciligiyla gorunar kilma ¢abasi tasi-
maktadir.

Erhan Yasar Babal1ik

| joined 6th session of ‘Beyond Tea:
From Field to Pot, Tea in Place and
Memory Online Workshop and Fo-
rum’ with my caricature exhibition,
titled ‘Another Green in the Black
Sea: Tea’ and | presented a paper on
the subject.

With humor, a reflection of social
contradictions, and the art of ca-
ricature, an arm of art created by
drawing, | tried to explain historically
the tea planted region and the cont-
radictions of people living there with
nature, their environment and the
system. The contradictions experien-
ced in our region in throughout the
history have been various. My works
aims at making these differences vi-
sible through caricatures.
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Radyasyonlu Caylar...

1986 yilinda Sovyetler Birligi'ne bagli Ukrayna Sovyet Sosyalist Cumhuriye-
ti'nin Pripyat sehri yakinlarinda, Cernobil Nukleer Santrali'nin 4 numarali reak-
torande kaza olmustur. Bu kazanin, cay tarimina ve bolgemize olumsuz etki-
leri goktur. Kazanin ardindan bolgemizde kanserden 6lenlerin sayilar asiri bir
sekilde artmis ve Kazim Koyuncu'nun 6lumu de kanser nedeniyle olmustur.
Patlamadan etkilenen radyasyonlu ¢aylar, Ardesen Gera kdyunde (gunamuiz-
de Isikli mahallesi) Isikll Cay Fabrikasi’'nin altina gdmulmus ve bu ¢aylar olum-
suz etkileri ile hala orada gomulu bulunmaktadir.

Radioactive Contaminated Tea...

In 1986, an accident occurred in the reactor number 4 of the Chernobyl Nu-
clear Power Plant, near the city of Pripyat in the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Re-
public of the Soviet Union. This accident has many negative effects on tea ag-
riculture and our region. After the accident, the number of deaths from cancer
in our region increased excessively. Kazim Koyuncu'’s death was also due to
cancer. Radioactive contaminated tea affected by the explosion was buried
under the Isikli Tea Factory in Ardesen Gera village and this tea has still been
buried there with its negative effects.
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Cayda Ozellestirme...

1984 yilinda 3092 sayili Cay Kanunu ile ¢ay tannminda 6zellestirmenin ilk
adimlari atilmis ve Akfa Cay Fabrikasi agilmistir. Ozellestirme ile cay tariminda
yapilan yanlislar ginumuze kadar hala devam etmektedir.

Privatization of Tea...

In 1984, the first steps of privatization in tea agriculture were taken with the
Tea Law No. 3092 and Akfa Tea Factory was opened. Mistakes made in tea
agriculture with privatization are still prevalent today.



Erhan Yasar Babalik
Karadeniz'de Bir Baska Yesil: Cay
Another Green in the Black Sea: Tea

PLRN
wa&

— KFA CAY FABRIKAS: —— —
e

) GAYE Rk A
W\\(M B KATAYA

‘nﬂ )

4T e

* Ozel gay fabrikalari, Ureticiden aldiklar yas gay karsiliginda, iiretecilerin ticretlerini,

Ureticilere kuru cay vererek karsiliyorlardi.
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A new culture: ‘Natasha’

With the dissolution of the Soviet
Union, a different culture of “Nata-
sha” was formed in our region in the
1990s.

A new culture: ‘Natasha’

With the dissolution of the Soviet
Union, a different culture of “Nata-
sha” was formed in our region in the
1990s.

Koyde

Ardesen’de
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Lazca

Bolgemizde, Cumhuriyet'in kurulu-
sundan itibaren Lazca'nin unuttu-
rulmasi, yani boélgemiz insanlarinin
asimile edilmesi icin yanlis politikalar
uygulanmistir. Cumhuriyet’in ik yil-
larindan gunumuze, Laz fikralan ile
insanlar kendi kimliklerinden utanir
bir duruma getirilmeye caligilmistir.
Laz fikralarinda insanlar, Temel, Dur-
sun isimleriyle 6zdeglestirilmislerdir.
Ancak bu isimler bolgemizde en az
kullanilan isimlerdendir.

Laz Language

In our region since the establishment
of the Republic, wrong policies have
been implemented to make Lazu-
ri forgotten, that is to assimilate the
people of our region. Since the inital
years of the Republic, people have
been tried to be ashamed of their
own identities through Laz jokes. In
Laz jokes, people are identified with
the names Temel and Dursun. Howe-
ver, these names are the least used
names in our region.
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Karadeniz Sahil Yolu...

1990'lardan itibaren yapilmaya bas-
lanan Karadeniz Sahil Yolunun bol-
gemize yasattigi olumsuzluklar gu-

numuze kadar devam etmektedir.

Black Sea Coastal Road ...

The problems of the Black Sea Coast-
al Road, which was started to be built
in the 1990s, still continue today.

Karadeniz Sabhil Yolu
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Karikatur sergimde yukarida saydi-
gim bu celiskili halleri ve déonusumu
yansitmaya calistim.

Karikatur sergim bu konuda yapilan
ilk ve tek karikatur sergisidir. Rize, Ar-
desen ilgesinin Isikli (Gera) kdyunde-
nim've Laz'im.

Bu sergimi, 1993 yilinda cikmaya
baslayan OGNi (Duy) dergisine ¢i-
zerek olusturmaya basladim. Daha
sonra Agani Murutsxi gazetesinde,
bugun ise Uncire isimli Laz Kultar
Edebiyat dergisinde ¢izmeye devam
ediyorum.

Calistayda actigim bu sergiyi ilk ola-
rak Diyarbakirda Amed Kitap Fuari’'n-
da, Diyarbakir Buyuksehir Belediye-
si’'nin katkilariyla actim. Diyarbakir'da
sergimi agmamin sebebi, tlkemizdeki
farkli renklerin kardesligini gosterebil-
mek icindi. ikinci olarak 2019 yilinda
Findikli'da Findikli Belediyesi'nin kat-
kilar ile Findikli Yesil Altin, Mavi GU-
mus Kultur Sanat Festivali'nde actim.

GOLA'nin hazirladigi bu ¢alistayin
¢ay uretimine, kaltarune etkisinin cok
olacagini dusunuyor ve kendilerine
bolgemiz adina tesekkur ediyorum.

1 Gera koyii. Ne yazik ki simdi Ardesen’in bir
mahallesi olmustur.

In my caricature exhibition, | tried to
reflect these contradictory situations
and transformation that | mentioned
above.

My caricature exhibition is the first
and only caricature exhibition on this
subject. | am from Isikli (Gera) village
of Ardesen district, Rize, and | am Laz.
| started to create this exhibition by
drawing for OGNI (Duy) magazine,
which started to be published in
1993. Later, | drew in Agani Murutsxi
newspaper and today | continue to
draw in Laz Culture and Literature
magazine called Uncire.

| first held this exhibition, at the Amed
Book Fair in Diyarbakir with the con-
tributions of the Diyarbakir Metropol-
itan Municipality. The reason | held
my exhibition in Diyarbakir was to
show the brotherhood of different
colors in our country. Secondly, |
held it in Findikli Green Gold, Blue Sil-
ver Culture and Art Festival with the
contributions of the Findikli Munici-
pality in 2019. | think this workshop
organized by GOLA will have a great
impact on tea production and culture
and | thank the organizers on behalf
of our region.
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Cayin 6tesine gegcmek icin ‘Caydan Ote’ siari ile ortaya ¢ikan gevrimici calis-
tay ve forumumuzda s6z Uretmek icin denedigimiz formatlardan biri de fo-
rum oldu. Sanal mekan bizlere cok merkezlilik firsatini sunarken, bir yandan
da yuz yuze iletisimin araladigi sohbet imkanlarindan mahrum biraktidi icin
hem etkilesimi olabildigince genisletmek hem de calistay ve soylesilerde de-
ginmedigimiz soru ve basliklara forumumuzda deginmek istedik. Amacimiz
daha c¢ok kisinin daha ¢ok soz ile surece dahil olmasiydi. Bu dustur ile yan
yana geldigimiz icin kesin bir sonuca odaklanmadigimiz, surecin ve paylasi-
min kendisine deger verdigimiz bir yontemi katiimcilar ile paylasmis olduk.
Ayrica oturumun hemen basinda forum akisinin ikna ya da polemikler ile de-
gil katilimcilarin kendi 6zgun ve biricik deneyimlerinin diger 6zgun ve biricik
deneyimlerle yanyana gelmesini, farkliliklar ve benzerliklerimizden birlikte
ogrenmeyi amacladigimizi 6n kabul olarak dillendirdik. Forum icinde yer yer
sapmalar olsa dahi ana akista bu kabulden ¢ok uzaklasmamayi basardik.!

17 Nisan Uluslararasi Ciftgi Mucadeleleri Gunu’nde gerceklestirdigimiz bulus-
mamizda ilk s6z gida egemenligini savunan Cift¢i-Sen’den 6rgutlenme sekre-
teri Adnan Cobanoglu tarafindan kullanilmistir.

Adnan Cobanoglu: Gegen hafta etkinliginizi izledim. Oldukga iyi ve-
riler sundu arkadaslar. Ben birka¢ konuya 6zellikle vurgu yapmak is-
tiyorum. Gecen hafta konusmalarda genellikle sikayet edilen cayda
kullanilan kimyasallarin topragdi, havayi, suyu kirletmesiydi. Bu sade-
ce cayda olan bir olay degil. Endustriyel tarim uygulamalar basla-
digr andan itibaren Dunya’da ve Turkiye'de butan tarimsal Gretim
benzeri kirlilikler yaratmaya basladi. Su anda iklim degisikliginin en
onemli nedenlerinden biri tarimin endustriyellesmesidir. (...) Verim-
lilik adi altinda kullandirilan bu kimyasallar zaman icinde ¢ok ciddi
problemler yaratiyor. Bunun ¢6zimu agroekolojik aretim dedigimiz
bizim geleneksel koylu tarimindan gegiyor. Bu geleneksel koylu ta-
nmi da hayvan yetistirme ile bitki Gretiminin birlikte yuratulmesi. Ca-
yin ilk donemi tam da boyle bir stirecti. (...) Cay Karadeniz igin insan

1 (..) Zamansal atlamalari gostermek igin kullaniimistir. S6zIU anlatimdan yazili anlatima ge-
ciste okuma deneyimini kolaylastirmak igin yapilan kiglik eklemeler italik olarak gosterilmistir.
Ayrica desifre edilen konusmaya Gola Kiiltiir Sanat ve Ekoloji Dernegi’nin youtube kanalindan
ulagsmak mimkunddr.
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eliyle olusturulmus bir ekosistem. Gene insan eliyle, kimyasallarla
bu ekosistem yok ediliyor. Elestirilerden biri, oradaki bitki cesitliligini
cayin azalttigina donuk sikayetlerdi, dogrudur ama bu sadece ¢aya
0zgu degil. Butun tarimsal Uretim sisteminde gida metalasmaya
basladigi andan itibaren zaten cesitlilik tek tipe donuyor. (...) Mevcut
gida sistemi buna yol aciyor. Gida egemenligi dedigimiz olgu tam
da bunda yatiyor. Gida egemenlidi, Greticinin ve tuketicinin tarimsal
bilgi 1s1ginda Uretim yapmasi ve tuketmesidir. (...) Sirketlerin kont-
rollerine gecirilmeye calisilan sistem de buna mudahale ediyor. (...)
Buna yol acan en dnemli olgu s6zlesmeli tannmdir. Tam da su anda
cayda, findikta ve diger tranlerde yapmaya calistiklan sistem bu-
dur. Sozlesmeli sisteme gegilerek cift¢inin kendi geleneksel bilgisi
degersizlestirilmeye baslaniyor. Ornegin birgok yerel yonetim fide
dagitiyor, tretimicin, ama hazir fideleri dagitiyor. Yerel tohumiile tre-
tilmis ciftcinin bilgeligini 6ne ¢ikaran bir sey yapmiyor. (...) Buna kar-
sl Ciftci-Sen baska bir sey soyluyor, gida egemenligi [diyor]. (...) Gida
egemenligi halkin gida egemenligidir, baska bir demokratik iligkiler
tarifidir. Havanin, suyun, iklimin kirletilmemesine dénuk bir mtcade-
ledir. Ayni zamanda halkin gida guvencesidir. (...) Gegen hafta bu-
tin oturumlariniza katildim. lyi de oldu benim icin. Karadeniz'in gay
oncesi surecini de daha iyi anlamama neden oldu. Cayi biliyorduk,
findigin tarihgesini biliyorduk ama daha énceki tarimsal sureci bil-
miyorduk. Gercekten de Karadeniz ekosistemine uyum saglamistir
cay. Ama 6rnegin HES'lerin yapilmasiyla birlikte baska bir ekolojik
problem dogmaya basladi oralarda. Vampir kelebek... (..) Bu anla-
miyla gida egemenliginin macadele hattini (...) dogayi kirleten, iklim
degisikligine neden olan enerji yatinmlarina, (..) kimyasallarla Greti-
len tarimsal sisteme donuk tavir almak olarak géruyoruz.

Boylece forum kuresel alanda énemli bir micadele alanindan bes-
lenen, kavramsallagsmis gida egemenligi konusu ile agilmis oldu.
ikinci soz ile rotamiz ulusal aktif siyaset alaninda, caya iliskin gtincel
bir tartismaya cevrildi.

Zeki Yildinm: (...) Yaklasik bir milyon kisiyi dogrudan ve Ulke ekono-
misini dolayli olarak etkileyecek bir konunun nereye dogru gidebi-
leceginden bahsedilmesinin énemli oldugunu dusuntyorum. (...)
Cay taniminin Gretimi, isletmesi, satisi dahil tum faaliyetlerini duzen-
leyen bir hukuki yont bulunmaktadir. Bu hukuki yénu hakkindaki
tartismalarin siyasi ve ekonomik sebeplerden dolayi da ¢ok saglikli
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bir zeminde yurutulmedigini dasunuyorum. Topluma verilen bilgi-
ler (...) son derece sinirlildir]. 1940 yilinda ilk cay kanunu yururluge
girdi. 1971 yiinda Cay Kurumu Kanunu yururluge girdi. (...) 1973 yiI-
linda Cay isletmeleri Genel Mudurlugu adi altinda bir Genel Mudr-
luk (...) Rize'de [kuruldu]. 1984 yilinda serbest piyasa ekonomisine
gecilmek Uzere dnceki Cay Kanunu yurarlukten kaldinldi. (..) Cay
Ozel sektore agilmis oldu. (..) Olumlu ve olumsuz tecrtbeler oldu.
(..) CAYKUR'un 6zellestirilmesi ile sonuclanabilecek bir vakanin ¢a-
yin ve bolge insaninin gelecegi acgisindan bir felaket senaryosunun
baslangici olabilir mi? (...) 1984 yilindaki Cay Kanunu’ndan sonra ilk
defa 2008 yilinda Rize Ticaret Borsasi tarafindan gindeme bir tasari
getirildi. Bu tasari 2009 yilinda Ankara’da Rize Dernekleri Federas-
yonu'nda ve istanbul’da olmak Uzere ilgililere gortictiye cikarild
adeta. Kimlere gorucuye cikanldi? Ticaret Borsasi ¢cayin sadece alim
satimiyla, ithalati ihnracatiyla ilgili olan bir borsaydi. Cayin dogrudan
cift¢inin temsilcisi olan devletin kurumu olarak CAYKUR'un, kamu
kurumu niteligindeki meslek kurulusu olarak da ziraat odalarinin
goérusunun alinmasi gerekirken,. (...) maalesef o gunku tasarida CAY-
KUR'un onayi alinmadan, 6zel sektérun énemli isimlerinin de goru-
sU, katkisi alinmadan tamamen Ticaret Borsasi bakisiyla hazirlandl.
(..) Hatta bu tasarida CAYKUR'un Ozlestirilmesi mi yatiyor [sorusu
ortaya ciktl] (..) Tasari(...) hem hukuki hem Ureticiler acisindan, hatta
0zel sektor bakimindan da bir 6lgude (...) birtakim sorunlar tasiyor-
du. O tasar ciddi bir tepki alinca, siyaset tasariya sahip ¢ikamadi.
(..) 11 yil sonra ilk defa bu sene Tarim Bakaninin Rize ziyaretinde,
Rize Ticaret Borsasi'nda Cay Konseyi'nin taraflariyla birlikte CAYKUR
Genel Muduru, Tarim Bakanligi yetkilileri, Recep Tayyip Erdogan
Universitesi Rektoru ve Rize Milletvekilleri ile birlikte Cay Kanunu
tasarisinin tekrar, 6zellikle birkag yil nce Caykur'un Varlik Fonu’'na
devredilmesinden sonra gindeme alindigi duyuruldu. (...) Bu kanun
tasanisinin icerigi kamuoyuyla paylasilmadi. Borsa tarafindan haliyle
tasarida 6zellikle duzenleyici denetleyici kurum olarak dusunulen
yapi, mevcut haliyle Anayasa'ya (...) uygun [degill. Ureticiler baki-
mindan s6zlesme yapma zorunlulugu getirilmesinin [Ureticileri] cid-
di sikintiya sokacagini soyleyebilirim. Cunku ureticiler Mayis ¢ayini
verdiginde, Ucretini alamadiginda bu cayi artik baska kimseye sata-
mayacaktir. Ayni Ureticiye, parasini alamadigi halde bir yil cay satma
mecburiyetinde getirilmesi ¢cok ciddi sikintilara sebebiyet verecek.
Yas cay Ureticilerine arazilerini yenileme zorunlulugu getiriliyor. (...)
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Ureticiye 1slah edilmis fidan verilecegi sdylendi. Fakat bunun ne se-
kilde yapilacagi, maliyetinin hesaplanip hesaplanmadig, Ucretli mi
degil mi, sdylenmemis olmasi, (...) yapilan ¢calismanin ureticilerden
ve kamuoyundan saklanmaya calisilmasi [6nemlil. (...) Cay alaninin
Ozel sektorun otesinde uluslararasi anlamda bu konuda tekel olmus
firmalara ciddi 6lcude teslim edileced;, (...) bunun sonucunda da ta-
rm egemenliginin, gida egemenliginin (...) kaybedilecegini dusunu-
yorum.

Cay Kanunu Taslaginin getirecegi duzenlemeler ve yore insani tarafindan faz-
la bilinmiyor olusu Uzerinde dustinmemiz gereken bir baslik acti. Umut Ulu-
kan’in “Cayda stzlesmeli tarim modeline mi gegiliyor?” sorusu ile konunun
biraz daha acilmasi mumkun oldu.

Zeki Yildinm: Bu tasariyla ¢cayda sozlesmeli tarim modeline geci-
liyor. Bir yillik herhangi bir 6zel sektor ile, Caykur'un olmadigi bir
sistemde (...) toplandiginda iki ginden fazla elinizde tutamadiginiz,
toplanmadiginda 6zelligini kaybeden, kartlasan bir Grinden bahse-
diyoruz. Dolayisiyla 6zel sektor karsisinda cay ureticilerinin cok zor
durumda olabilecegi bir alan bu. (...) Ucretin 6denmedigi durumda
neler olabilecegine iliskin bir duzenleme yok.

Fatma Geng: Taslakta s6zlesmeli tarim modeli ile ¢cay borsasinin ku-
rulmasi ve borsadaki aktorler kuru cay Ureticisi ve yas cay Uretici-
si [olarak] aynmlandinlarak, lisanli brokerlar gibi yeni aktorlerin de
tanimlandigi bir sistem tarif ediliyor. Sbzlesme yapamayan cift¢inin
aslinda sistem disinda kaldigi bir yapi detaylandiriliyor.

Zeki Yildinm: (..) Gay tanm alanlarinin sokulerek yenilestirilmesi
konusu da (...) ¢cok ciddi. (..) Cay bahcelerinin sokumu kolay bir is
degil. Maliyeti cok yuksek. (..) Bir dbnem Gurcistan’da oldugu gibi
cay ekonomik olmaktan cikinca cay agaclari, ormanlari haline gele-
bilecek bir durumla da karsi karsiya kalabiliriz. Cay artik ekonomik
degeri olan bir iriin olmaktan belli bir 6l¢cude ¢ikiyor. Cok buyuk bir
alan yok, insan gucu de yok.

Fatma Gen¢: Tohum meselesi ve cayliklarin yenilenmesi meselesi
cok onemli aslinda. (...) Universite ile imzalanan protokolde 5 sene-
lik bir calismaya isaret ettigine dair séylemler var. Gen havuzu olus-
turulmasi meselesi var. Klonlar ile yeni bir ¢cay prototipi Uretilmesi
meselesi cok dnemli. Projenin adi “Ticari olan ¢ay ¢esitlerinin secil-
mesi” aslinda nasil bir sey yapacaklari (...) kendi Urettikleri yeni cay
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cesitlerini Ureticiye dayatip, ureticinin tohum hakkini da ellerinden
alacaklari gibi bir tehlikeye isaret de ediyormus gibi geliyor bana.

Zeki Yildinm: Tohum kaldiriiyor anladigim kadariyla, celikleme yon-
temiyle 1slah edilmis olan fidanlarin kullanilacagina dair bir acikla-
ma var.

Engin Gozuagik: Gen havuzu ile ilgili kurumun galismasi var TUBI-
TAK ile beraber. Bélgedeki cay klonlarinin taramasi yapildi, Gire-
sun’dan Borcka'ya kadar. Oradaki iyi bahcgelerden iyi artnler alina-
rak Arastirma Enstitust’'nde yenileme yapiliyor, bu calismalar hala
devam ediyor. Saninm bu bahce yenilemesi onlardan olusacak
buyuk bir intimalle. Bunda bence olumsuz bir sey yok. lyi bir seydir
bu konu. (...) Bélgemizdeki gay bahgelerinin yenilenmesi gerekiyor,
bu yapilmasi gereken bir sey. Bolgemizde surekli tohumla Uretim
yapildigi icin ayni bahgede ¢ok farkli karakterde trunler meydana
geliyor. Kimisi erkenci kimisi ge¢ ¢ikiyor, kimisinin verimi yuksek ki-
misinin duguk. Bizim amacimiz burada daha kaliteli, daha sargunu
bol olan trtnler yetistirmek. (...) Once 2000 cesitti, en son 50 ¢eside
indirilecek. 50 tane iyi cesit Uretilecek, ilerde Ureticiye bir sekilde da-
gitilacaktir.

Saltuk Deniz: Ortada bir kanun taslagi mi var? Kanun énerisi mi var?

Hikmet Akgicek: Ziraat odalar, Tarimsal Kalkinma Kooperatifleri ile
diger uretici 6rgutleri bu yasada bir aktor olarak dikkate aliniyor mu?

Oguz Kurtuoglu: Cayda islahtan bahsediliyor. (..) Ormancilikta da
olan bir sey. (...) Bu Uretimi arttirmak icin mi yapiliyor, iklim degisik-
ligine mukavil tarler icin mi yapiliyor, rakim yukarida olsun diye mi
yapiliyor? Cunku hepsinin doga koruma acisindan problemleri var.
Alan genisleyecek demektir, zaten problem. Gubre problemi var,
azotlu gubrelerle ilgili yapilan bir calismada, (...) Turan Yuksek yap-
misti, gubrenin %20 ile 40" derelere gidiyor. Daha ¢ok hasar icin mi
yoksa aromasi yuksek bir seyin mi pesindeyiz? Yoksa bolgelere gore
oraya biyoekolojisi daha uygun turler, irklar mi araniyor bunlari 6g-
renmek istiyorum.

Zeki Yildinm: Oncelikle ben Cay Kanunu tasarilarina karsi degilim.
Cay kanun tasanst ile ilgili mevcut Rize Ticaret Borsasi'nin su anda
sitesinde bulunan taslak ile kamuoyuyla paylasilmayan hali 9 Subat
2021 tarihinde Rize Recep Tayyip Erdogan Universitesi Rektorlugu
tarafindan bir duyuru paylasildi.. (...) Onunla ilgili olarak ve 2008-9
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yilinda gundeme gelen tasarilar ile ilgili nelere dikkat edilmesi ge-
rektigi hususunda agiklamalarda bulunuyorum. (...) 9 Subat'ta (...)
universite bir aciklama yapti. Cay Kanunu tasarisi ile ilgili bir ¢alis-
ma yapildigini, bu calismanin 4 asamadan olustugu [ve] dérduncu
asamasina gecildigi, son asamada kurumlarla, CAYKUR Genel MU-
durlugu, Rize Ticaret Borsasl, Rize Ticaret ve Sanayi Odasi, Rize Zi-
raat Odasi, Ulusal Cay Konseyi, Ziraat MUhendisleri Odasi, kuru cay
Uretimi yapan firmalar da dahil olmak Uzere bu taraflarla calismanin
belli bir asamaya geldigi, bir takim gorus alisverisinde bulunuldu-
gu, ayrnintilarn spekulasyonlara meyil vermemek icin, metin olarak
paylasilmadigi seklinde bir duyuru yapild.. (...) Hala ortada bir metin
yok. (..) Ama neticede ortada bir taslak metnin oldugu Universitenin
aciklamasindan anlasiliyor. (...) Cayin yenilenmesi, islah edilmesi, ve-
rimliligin artirlmasi énemli bir konu, (...) ama bunun nasil yapilaca-
@i ile ilgili duzenlemelerin taslak metinde veya kamuoyuna yapilan
aciklamalarda net ortaya konulmasi gerekiyor.

Fatma Geng: Aslinda su an ¢cay kanunu taslagi ile ilgili sadece 2008
ve 2009'da yapilan c¢alismalar elimizde olan metinler. Digerleri, en
son guncel bilgi olarak onu eklemek isterim Zeki Hoca'ya, Kamu
iktisadi Tesebbusleri Komisyonu'nda Caykur Genel Mudurd Yusuf
Ziya Alim’in verdigi bilgi. Alim; 2008’de ve 2009'da calisma yapildi-
gini, bu calismanin kanunlagsmadigini, 2013 yilinda tekrar taslagin
gundeme geldigini, batiin paydaslarla ortak bir toplanti yapildigini
ancak taban fiyati konusunda anlasgilamadigi i¢in surecte ilerleme
kaydedemedikleri bilgisini veriyor. Simdi ise Cay Ihtisas Universitesi
olarak belirlenen Rize Recep Tayyip Erdogan Universitesi’'nin Cay
Kanunu Taslagi teklifi hazirlama galismalarinin devam ettigi bilgisi
en son alinan beyan. (..) icerigi belli olmayan, sadece Rize Ticaret
Borsasi tarafindan hazirlanan taslakta belirtilen cergeve disinda yeni
taslagin bilgisine ve nasil bir sey olacagina dair satir aralarini oku-
mak disinda bilgiye sahip degiliz.

Saltuk Deniz: 2008-2009'da baglayan ama 2010 yilinda Rize'deki
vatandaslarin reddetmesi ile rafa kaldirilan bir kanun teklifi. Bu ka-
nun teklifi sadece 3-5 kisinin bir arada konusup askiya aldiklar bir
kanun metni degil. O dbnemde burada ¢ok ciddi tartismalar oldu.
(..) Tayyip Erdogan da bu teklife sahip ¢ikmadi, bizim haberimiz
yoktu [dedil. Bugun de Borsa’nin gindeme getirmeye calistigi bir
kanun. (...) Ureticilerin bir araya gelerek cay ureticilerinin kanununu
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olusturmasi lazim. Bu kanunun da iki sekli olmasi lazim. Yani cay
piyasasinin, 6zel sektdéran vs. borsanin hakkini koruyan bir kanun
degil, sadece ureticilerin hakkini koruyan bir kanun ¢ikarmak lazim.
(...) Universitede hazirlanan kanun teklifi bizi baglamaz. (...) Gegtigi-
miz gunlerde bir kanun teklifi verdik. CAYKUR'un agiklayacagi cay-
da taban fiyat uygulamasina gegcilsin. Devletin aciklamis oldugu yas
cay alim fiyatinin altinda ¢zel sektor cay alimi yapamasin. Fakat bu
kanun teklifimiz mecliste bulunan AKP ve MHP milletvekilleri tarafin-
dan reddedildi. Simdi baska bir hamle daha yapacagiz. (...) Cunku
onumuze sunulacak kanun teklifi 2010 yiindaki kanun teklifinin ay-
nisi olacak. Cunku bu kanun teklifini yapan Borsanin (...) baska hig
kimseden gorus aldigi falan yok. (...) Biz iceresinde olmadigimiz su-
recin sonuglari Uzerinde tartismak zorunda degiliz. Boyle bir tartis-
mayI kabul etmeyiz. (..) Onlarin bize dayatacagi kanun teklifi disinda
ureticilerin kendi hakkini koruyan bir kanun metninin olusturulmasi
icin yeni bir mucadele hattini da 6érmek gerekiyor. Zeki Bey'in ko-
nustugu kanun teklifini bence konugsmamak bile gerekiyor. O kanun
teklifini konusmak, oradaki maddeleri aciklamaya calismak akade-
mik anlamda belki dogrudur ama pratigin kendisi agisindan yanlis-
tir. Cunkt reddedilen bir kanun tekliftir. Hemen hemen buttn siyasi
partilerin, buttn siyasi olusumlarin reddettigi bir tekliftir. O dénem
biz Ardesen’de on bine yakin imza topladik o0 metnin reddedilmesi
icin. (...) Biz bunu halkla buttnlestirmeye calisiyoruz fakat Rize'de
soyle bir sikinti var. .Bizim bu ¢agrilarimiza Rize'de hi¢bir STK destek
vermiyor. Rize'deki ureticinin en buyuk sikintisi siz ne anlatirsaniz
anlatin vatandas suna bakiyor: Ben cayimi sattigim zaman 6zel sek-
tor benim gayimi kag liradan alir. Biz bununla ilgili kanun teklifi veri-
yoruz, inanin hi¢ kimsenin bununla ilgili bir agiklamasi yok. Destek
veren hi¢ kimse yok, Uretici de bu konuda sessiz STK’lar da. Simdi
fiyati tartigiyorlar. Su an fiyat tartismasi yapmak o6nemli, ancak ko-
nunun Ustand ortmek icin yapilan calismalarin bir tanesi. Birazcik
daha vatandaslarimizin, STK'larin bu konuda s6z séylemek, benim
bu konuda s6zum var diyen insanlarimizin da gindeme gelen ko-
nularda daha acik ve net tavir koymalarini beklersek daha iyi olur
diye dasunuyorum.

Berrin Erturk: Duyduklarimdan anladigim iki sey bayagi kaygi uyan-
dirici. Birincisi ¢ay Uzerine taslaklar hazirlaniyor Gretici yokmusg gibi.
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Ureticinin sesini duyurmasi lazim sonucunu gikariyorum. (...) ikinci-
si tabii o da biraz endise verici bir nokta, yeni alanlar acilmasi cay
Uretimi i¢in. Tanm dedigimiz sey zaten dogaya mudahale. Biz ciftci
olarak ne kadar farkindaysak ve ne kadar az zararla bu isi yapabili-
yorsak, o kadar ekolojik bir tretim yapabiliyoruz demek. Arazinin de
kisitl oldugu bir bolge saniyorum Karadeniz Bolgesi, ormanlik bir
bolge, ormanlarin biraz daha tirpanlanmasi, yok edilmesi anlamina
geliyorsa bu cok acikli tabii. O konuda cok tetikte olmak ve zarari
minimum dazeyde tutmak gerekir diye dusunuyorum. Simdi gecen
haftaki konusmalarda da s6zu edildi, gay bir meta. Meta olarak treti-
liyor. Dolayisiyla Uretici tabii ki kag lira kazaninma bakiyor sadece bu
olayda. Aslinda bu geligkiyi hepimiz ¢iftciler olarak yasiyoruz.Cunku
bir yerde bir seyleri yok ediyorsunuz, bir seyler yetistiriyorsunuz ve
bununla gecimini saglamak, para kazanmak gibi bir dert var. Yanlis
olan su ki bazi seyler hesaba katilamiyor. (...) Ciftcinin tek yaptigi he-
sap bir donumden kag lira kazaninm. Bu noktaya gelindigi zaman
buyuk hatalar ortaya cikiyor. Ekonomik agidan da hatali. Ciftci 6nce
kendi yiyecegini yetistirmeli. (...) Fazlasiyla satacag, baska seylerle
degistirecedi tretimde bulunmali. Ama bunu yapmiyor, artik ciftci
tek hesap dénumden kag lira kazanirim diye dasdanuyor. Bu hale
donustugunde ¢ok sorun cikiyor tabi. Her seyden 6nce Urettigine
yabancilasmak ¢ikiyor, onu sadece para olarak gérmek ve ne kadar
elde ederim, kac kilo, kac ton, ka¢ para eder hesabina dénusuyor.
(..) Kag lira kazandin déntumden haline dontsmus olay. Cay artik o
bolgenin bitkisi haline gelmis. Yani hakikaten demin Adnan’in da
soyledigi gibi caysiz bir Rize cografyasi dustinemiyoruz bile. Ayrica
¢cok da guzel. Ben bir kere gittim, o ¢ay bahceleri yemyesil uzanmis
tepelere dogru, korkung guizel bir gérantaydu. (...) Yani artik oranin
arana olmus cay agaci. Bir yandan da bazi seyler kayboldu biliyo-
ruz. Kendi kendine yeterli bir duzen terk edildi. Aslinda o kadar da
zor degil, bir evleklik yer bir ailenin butun sebze ihtiyacini karsilama-
ya yeter. Ama ciftci hep kac para kazanirm hesabi yaptigi icin bunu
yapmiyor. Yani bir yandan c¢ay vyetistirirken bir yandan da orada
inegine de bakar, sebzesini de yetistirir, yiyecegini de cikartir top-
raktan. Bu basit hesabi genellikle g6z ardi ediyoruz. Onu anlatmak
lazim diye dustunuyorum ureticilere her seyden énce.

Calistay’da irfan Cagatay’in sunumunda bahsettigi caydan énceki tarim faali-
yetlerine gelen yorumlar, giindelik siyasetin icinden disariya tasirdi forumun
gidisatini ve bakislarimiz dune déndu.
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irfan Cagatay: Gegen hafta (...) kisa kisa anlattik. (...) insanlarda sanki
caydan oncesi yokmus gibi bir algi var. Cay her zaman buradaymis
gibi. Cunku en azindan benim kusagim ¢ayla bayudu. Birkag kusak-
tir cay Rize'de. Hayatimizin ¢ok icerisinde, sanki butun yuzyillar bo-
yunca insanlarimizin hayatinin igcindeymis gibi olan bir tran. Buna
tezat olarak ¢ay cok yeni bir urtn aslinda. Yani sorularda vardi bir
arkadas sormustu kivi tarimi yapilmaya calisildi onun akibeti ne oldu
diye. Gergekten kivi gaya alternatif olarak gelmisti 90’larda. insanlar
duz bahcelere ¢ay yerine kivi ektiler. Bazilar sokup ekti hatta. Bazila-
rinda altta ¢ay kaldi, Gste kivi kaldi, bu da aslinda bir gelenek. Halkin,
geleneksel tarim uygulamacisi halkin, bildigi bir sey. Bir bahceye tek
bir trtin ekilmez, birkag tane urtn ekilir. iste misirin yanina lahanasi
da ekilir, fasulyesi de ekilir. Sadece misir tarlasi yoktur, sadece fa-
sulye tarlasi yoktur memleketimizde. Bunun gibi yaptilar. Altta cay
olsun, yukarida kivi olsun dediler. Daha sonra kivi tabi ¢cok dallanip
budaklanan bir bitki. Cayin gunesini kesti, golge olunca mahsul
dustu. Fakat yine kivi caydan ziyanini karsiliyordu. Birkag yil Grun iyi
getiri birakti, fakat sonra tticcarlarin eline dustu. istanbul’da kilosu
10 lira-15 lira iken orada kilosunu 2 liraya 3 liraya insanlar satmak zo-
runda kaldilar. Bunun Uzerine kiviler, 6zellikle Ardesen’in kivisi cok
basariliydi ve onu kestiler. Caya geri donus yaptilar. (...) Cunki cayin
her halukarda bir alicisi var diye dusunuyorlar. Sanirnm su anki en
buyuk problemlerden birisi de miras. Bu ¢ay tarlalarinin sarekli bo-
linmesi. (...) Bu da cayin, bolge tariminin sardurulebilirligi icin prob-
lemli bir sey. (...) Geleneksel tarimimizdan devraldigimiz haliyle, cay
kesildikten, budandiktan sonra cayin arasina fasulyesi, domatesi,
misiri gene ekilirdi. Bu saninm dunyada hi¢bir yerde yok. Cay tarla-
sinin arasina fasulye dikeyim, surasina kabak dikeyim, surasina misir
dikeyim diye. Cunku bizim memleketimizde hem gec¢misten gelen
yapilmak istenen bir tarim var ama arazi yoklugundan yapilamayan
hem de tarim arazisi cok sinirli. (...) Yaylaya cikiyorsunuz, yaylada ne
olur yag olur, peynir olur, kaymak olur, yogurt olur, fakat orada da
danone marka sut kutularn var her tarafta. Yogurt satiliyor, tereyagi
BiM’den geliyor. ilging bir durum oldu ulkemizde.

Ercument S. Cervatogu: Kendi aklimdan geceni, Caydan oteyi, ken-
dim nasil algiladigimi paylagsmak isterim. Sizin guzel tartismalarini-
zin arasinda bir iki kelam da ben sdylemek istedim. (...) Cay deyince
bizim hayatimizin bugune gelisindeki bir rolunu de tariflemek lazim.
Bu olmasaydi bu rolu yakalayamayacak miydik? Hayir, degil ama
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konjonkturel olarak baktigimiz zaman Dogu Karadeniz, 6zellikle Ri-
ze'nin narenciyesi olan, bizim bilmedigimiz ama gec¢miste var oldu-
gunu okudugumuz ve atalarimizdan dinledigimiz o meyve, narenci-
ye kenti ve kendi aslinda geleneksel dogal tarimla, ticari faaliyetini
bile kapali ekonomide yuraten bir kent. Cayla birlikte bir miktar eko-
nomik, diger tarim Urlnlerine nazaran daha sansli Grun olarak (...)
goérmekteyim. Cayin hayatimiza girmesi ve endustriyel hale dénme-
sinden sonra istesek de, istemesek de teknolojik gelismelerle birlik-
te bir miktar ekonomik refaha da kavusturdu bizi. Ve kendi adima
benim, Universite hayatim, ailemin ekonomik olarak biraz daha iyi
bir noktaya gelmesini saglayan tran olarak da durdu. Ama ne yazik
ki, tabii geleneksel tarim demin Adnan’i dinlemeye calistim, sokak-
taydim, duydugum kadariyla gida egemenliginin yaratilmasi, gida
gavenliginin yaratilabilmesi icin mutlaka gida egemenliginin sag-
lanmasi gerekliligi cok ®nemli. Bunun Ustune ¢ok kafa yoramadik ve
cok fazla calisma da yurutemedik. Dogal, geleneksel tarimin kendi-
sini cayda surduremedik, sardurulebilir degil miydi? Veya biz daha
kolay olan bir Gretim iligkisini mi sectik? Veya siyaseten zor muydu?
Butun bu sorular sormamiz gerekiyor kendimize. Neden? Aslinda
geleneksel, dogal tarimin kendisinden vazgectik. 12 Eylul'de Kenan
Evren makasi yasaklamisti. Tahtadan bigaklar yapildi, insanlar daha
cok cay toplamak icin caydan ahsap bigcaklarla, ben hatirliyorum
“drapani” derdik ona. Tahtadan oraklar kullanirdik, ¢elik orak, bicak
ve makasin kendisi iz yapiyor diye. 12 Eylul’un o ceberut yapisindan
korktugu icin vatandas tahtadan, agactan oyma oraklarla bicince
sanki el ile toplanmis gibi biraz da soyulmus oluyordu. (...) Yillardir
gubreleme olayi problem. Cay kanunundaki Saltuk baskanin kaygi-
larina ve soylemine katilarak soyluyorum. Burada taraf olacak aslo-
lan ureticinin ve Uretici 6rgutlerinin olmayan bir kanun tasarisi birile-
ri tarafindan hazirlanmaya ¢alisiliyordu. Ve kitle 6rgutleri tarafindan
kabul edilmedli, siyasi partiler tarafindan da. (...) Gel gor ki guibre ile
toprak kirlendi. ikincisi cay diger tarim Grunlerine gore daha cok
para getiriyordu. Biraz daha fazla aslinda bizim kendi 6zelestirimi-
zi yapmamiz gerektigini dusinuyorum. Babam daha iyi para elde
etmek icin, daha ¢ok para almak icin ruhsatli ve planli gelisen cay
tarlalarinin yaninda kacak cay tarlalari yapmaya basladi. Kacak cay
tarlalar yaptikga, Uretim iligkilerindeki, sermayenin koyluyu veya
Ureticiyi somurmesini bir kdseye birakalim, devletin sémurmesini de
bir kdseye birakalim ama kendimiz bu sémuru iliskisinde cayin sag-
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Lkl bir ucretle alinmasi micadelesi yapilmazken, dogal geleneksel
tarimin gelistirilmesi ve sahip cikilmasi mucadelesi yapilmazken, ko-
lay olana yodneldik, daha ¢ok cay tarlasi, daha ¢ok cay tarlasindan
elde ettigimiz cay satisindan elde ettigimiz ekonomik refah oldu. Bu
noktada bir miktar hepimizin geriye donup doganin bize sundugu
olanaklari hoyratca endustriyel hale bizim kendimizin de nasil getir-
digimizi tartismamiz gerektigine inananlardanim.

Erhan Yasar Babalik: irfan’in dedigi gibi araziler ktiguk kuguk parca-
lara bolunuyor. Tarimi bitirebilir. (...) Buradaki araziler ve cayliklar cok
hoyratga tag ocaklari ile mahvoluyor. (...) Mesela Arhavi‘de Mencguna
selalesine giderken kanim dondu gérdigum zaman. Kocaman bir
alan tas ocag olarak kesildi ve insan nasil kiyabilir ona?

Forumun bu kisminda simdinin siyasetinden uzaklasilarak bellek ve hafizalar-
daki cay imgesine odaklanildi.

Ozlem Sendeniz: Caydan onceki cay (..) Biz bu galistaya hazirlanir-
ken sevgili Refika ve irfan sahada yaptiklar derlemelerden yola ¢I-
karak sessiz kusak olarak anilan kusagin, 40’'larda dogmus olanlarin
cay denildiginde thlamuru hatirladiklarini sdylayorlardi. Caydan on-
ceki cayi da konusabilecegimizi sdylemislerdi. O gunden beri forum
olsa da bi sunu konussak diye ben ¢cok heyecanla bekledim. Ihla-
mur su an benim icin hastalaninca, kis gelince icine bal konularak
icilen biraz eczaya yakin bir cay ve gundelik hayatin igcerisinde de-
gil. Kahvaltinin bir yan artint, onun tamamlayicisi olan bir sey degil,
daha ¢ok Evun‘un sunumunu hatirliyorsunuzdur ¢ay her seydir di-
yen. O gay ile bu ¢ay arasinda bir fark gériyordum. Ama bu caydan
onceki cayl, onu surekli isitarak icmeyi hatirlamak, onun boéyle bir
kokusunun olmasi hikayesi bellek calisanlari baska bir yere daha
gotarayor. (...) Bellek galismalarinda Proust’a ¢ok atif yapilir onun
Kayip Zamanin izinde eserine, onun girisinde butun hikaye madlen
biskuviyi caya batirmasiyla ve ¢ocuklugunu hatirlamasiyla olur. Ve
o batirdigi ¢ay thlamurdur. Cunkd hem madlen hem thlamur baska
kokularla bagka bir uyarici olurlar. Ve bu ihlamurun aslinda bizim bu
bellegi calistirma yerindeki o birlesme ani benim icin cok eglence-
liydi ve iyi bir kesisim gibi geliyordu. Sizin caydan énceki cayla ilgili
anilariniz nelerdir ben biraz merak ediyorum.

Fatma Geng¢: Ben de c¢ayla buyudum aslinda. Her ne kadar babam
ogretmen oldugu icin surekli kentte olsak da her cay zamani mu-
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hakkak Ardesen’e giderdik. Benim de hatirladigim soyle bir sey var.
Evin icindeki sobanin tstunde her zaman tek bir demlik olur. Boy-
le altinda su kaynattigimiz kismi olmaz. Sabahlari dedem ve baba-
annem kalkar kalkmaz ihlamuru igine koyarlar ve 6ncelikle aslinda
kahvaltida onu yeriz, igeriz. Yeriz dememin sebebi (...) dedem igine
ekmegi dogrard.. Biraz da seker atardi, kahvaltida onu yerdi. Sonra
bu aliskanligi siyah cayda da devam ettirdi. (...) Cay hayatimiza ne za-
man girdi aslinda tuketim olarak? Mesela bizde de ¢cok asiri cay, siyah
cay tuketme aliskanligi yoktu. Misafirler geldiginde gikarilirdi. Ozel bir
seymis gibi ikram edlilirdi. Benim de hatirladigim hep ithlamur. Oyle
bir giris yapayim dedim belki anisini anlatacak baska insanlarda olur
diye.

S. Refika Kadioglu: Ihlamur ile ilgili soyledigine [eklemek] istiyorum
Fatma’cim. (...) Bu ihlamurunun icine bir de tereyag atiyorduk di mi?

Fatma Geng: S6ylemedim, onu unuttum.

S. Refika Kadioglu: O ¢ok 6nemli, ginkt hemen eriyor ve sonra
ekmek dograniyor ve yeniyor. Seker yerine bal da koyup yiyorduk
Ozellikle. O zaman tereyag, thlamur ve bal tamamen dogadan, yerli
halkin bildigi yerden oluyor aslinda en ¢ok. Birde bu ihlamurun séy-
le bir etkisi var sevgili Ozlem bellek deyince thlamurdan ¢aya, cay
algisi aklima geldi. Simdilerde de bir sonraki jenerasyon, 65-70 yas
diyelim bir grup insanla yaptigim soylesilerdeki gézlemim de su cay
nasil demlenir tartismasi var Karadeniz'de garip bir sekilde. Ve israr-
la bir grup hala kaynar suyun igine kuru toz ¢ayi atarak demlemek
istiyor tipki thlamurda yaptigi gibi. Yani hala 6nce su sonra gay. Cay
tuketicileri bilirler ki kuru cay hafif buharin tGzerinde nemlenir ve si-
cak su Uzerine dokulur ama Karadeniz'de (...) israrla kaynar suyun
icine atmak istiyor kuru toz ¢ayi. Bence ihlamur kultaranden kalma
oldugu bellegime carpti. Cayla ilgili irfan konusurken gidiklandim.
Sevimli bir fikra var onu ben paylasmak istiyorum, galiba dayanama-
yacagim. Sevgili Ercument konusurken biraz anlatasim geldi. Tam
adindan emin degilim ama Hevva hala, Ardesen semalarindan oldu-
gu soyleniyor. Cayini toplayabildigi kadar, gbzunun goérdugu kadar
cabuk cabuk toplar ve alim yerine goturar. Alim yerinde tabii cay
seciliyor, biliyorsunuz bir donem kiyamet kopuyordu yani, herkes
bohcalarini alim yeri kenarlarinda ayikliyordu filan, kufarler, kizmalar
kiyamet kopuyordu yani. Tanikliklariniz eminim var o gorselle ilgili.
iste goturar kantara koyar bohgasini, bizim afisteki bohca gibi, biraz
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daha yamuk yumuk tabii enceyi genceyi, tam duz degil onun boh-
casl. “Hevva hala bu nedir cabuk bunu kenara gétur ayikla hele” der
alim yerindeki arkadaslar “bu boyle alinir mi hep i¢i ¢er ¢op dolu”
der. Hevva hala -ne diyorsun der gibi- bir hareket yapar. “Hala duy-
muyor musun, bunun ici ¢er ¢op dolu cabuk bunu ayikla da oyle
getir” der tekrar. Hevva hala cebinden iki tane silah ¢ikarir. Ozur dile-
rim, silah kavramindan da hig hoslanmam. (...) iki tane ondortli koyar
kantarin Gzerine “ogul ogul” der, “benim kulagim iyi duymuyor bir
de ha bunaanlat” der. (...) Bu yasanmis hikayelerden biri olarak Arde-
sen semalarinda oldukga fazla anlatilir. Ben de ¢ok severim, “benim
kulagim duymuyor bunu silaha anlat”. Meyve mirasi projesini cali-
sirken gordugumuz seyler cok enteresan, enterasan seyler yasadik
gercekten. Bu ¢calismanin tabii esas girisimcisi ve uzun yillar emekta-
n irfan Cagatay. (..) Lazca tzerine calisiyor ve dil bilimci. Meyve isim-
leri de tabii yoluna gikiyor Lazca calisirken irfan’in ve orada da yak-
lasik 70 kusur sadece armut ismi listesinde var irfan’in ve bizim bu
meyve mirasi projesine Dogu Karadeniz'de basladigimiz zamanda
gercek bir kilavuz bilgiye ulasiyoruz bununla. Birde soyle bir heves
var Lazlarda, meyvelerin butun isimleri Lazca, bizim ¢alisma sahamiz
icin soyluyorum, Lazlarin yasadigi cografya icin (...) her ay hemen he-
men bir meyve var ve israrla hafizalarini ay ay sayarak yapmak isti-
yorlar. (...) Mart'ta su var, Nisan'da su var... (..) Sonra yine gaya laf etti
diyecekler benim i¢in ama elimde degil inanilmaz bir dejenerasyo-
na yol acmis. Kulturel olarak kendi kendine yetebilen muthis guclu
yasam biciminden tamamen paraya endeksli yagsam bicimine gecis
beni cok huzunlendiriyor. Keske sevgili Berrin'in ve Adnan Hoca-
nin da referens verdigi gibi dengede kalabilseydik tarim yaparken.
Dogay! da gozetebilseydik, insan kalttrana de. Bu kadar kiymetli
meyvelerin oldugu, meyvenin bu kadar 6nemli oldugu, kis boyu bu-
nunla beslenen hatta onlar kurutup tuketebilmek icin serender gibi,
nayla gibi dev bir bahce alanin, bir kiler yapisinin oldugu kulturdeki
onemine bakalim. Kabak, demir elmalarin, armutlarin serilme alani
var. Bu kulturdeki 6nemini de gosteriyor aslinda meyvelerin. Boyle
bir yerden sonra ¢caya golge yapiyor diye 100-150 yasindaki meyve
agaclarini kesen insanlara donustuk. (...) Evlere yakin meyve agaclar
ve en 6nce meyve agaclari kesiliyormus degil mi irffan?

ifan Cagatay: Cunki meyve agaclari hemen bahgelerin cevresine
konuyor, dikiliyor mezralarda vs. daha sonra bu mezralarin oldugu
yerlere, evin ¢evresine cay dikilince goélge yapiyor bir, ikincisi agac-
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larin yapraklari dusuyor ve boyle olunca da hem verim azaliyor hem
de ekstradan agac yapraklarini ayiklamak gerekiyor. Béyle olacagi-
na ne de olsa armutu pazardan buluyoruz, zaten kimse de agaclara
cikamiyor, agaclann timari yapilmiyor, bakimi yapilmiyor meyveleri
azaldi diye kesiyorlar.

S. Refika Kadioglu: Cay tarimi ve ekonomi networkune baglaninca
yore halki terk ettiler de aslinda evlerini, o canim dolma tas evlerini
ve bahgelerini. Ve sonra yarici sistemi geldi bolgeye. (...) Yaricilarin
itk yaptigi sey meyve agaclarini kesmek oldu. En yakindaki agaci ke-
sip Isinmak oldu. Hem kultarel bagi olmadigi icin (...) hem de odunu
yakindan saglamak icin.

irfan Cagatay: Sunu gostermek istiyorum ben. Caynik, cani bu. Su-
rada asilirdi atesin Ustunde dururdu, butun gun kaynardi. Bu buyuk
dedemden kalmis saninm. Bana kadar geldi, bakirdan bunun icine
su konurdu, ¢ay konurdu haslanirdi. Surekli su azaldikca su, cay
azaldikga cay eklenirdi. Gunlerce kalirdi bu.

Ercument S. Cervatoglu: Refika anlatinca babaannem aklima geldi
ben de o bellegi tazeliyim dedim. Bizde tabiki Lazca devam etmek
isterim, nayla, (..) yaz aylarinda ve sonbaharda meyveler toplanir.
Canca, misir puskulleri, misir da toplandiktan sonra puskualu atilmaz
orada serilir, kisin ctramesini 6énlemek icin asta ortalar, (..) cayla
ilgili bagi da var. Babaannem, kendimi biliyorum tabii, hatirladigim
kadariyla, tam kelimeleri hatirlamiyorum ama bende hafizada kalan
suydu: Serendere gonderir, naylaya misafir gelince indirirdi. Yegeni
gelmisti, gonderdi, ‘naylasen kogeig@i’ dedi, ‘¢cik biraz meyve indir’
ama kisa yakin bir dénem. Sohbetten filan oldu orada kulagima ka-
lan: “Mun oon, mun oon ¢ai, mtel tarafi cai xackuman, txiiti gomindi-
nanen, 3xulitigomindinanen” demisti. Ve aslinda geldigimiz nokta
nedir? Nedir cay cay diye para pesinde kosuyoruz, okuma yazma-
si bilmez, muhtemelen koéyun disinda ilceyi ¢ok az gérmus kadin
kendi yasaminin gercgekliginden aslinda bizim bugun, o gun tokat
atmis bize de bugun anliyoruz. O hirsimizi insanoglunun hirsini o
gun soylemisti: Cayi ickomeni, aha ockomoni demisti. Kelimeler bu
degil ama hafizamda kalan olay buydu. Bellek caydan énce meyve
agaclari, ben hala bazi meyve agaclarinin ve kuslarin Turkcge ismi-
ni bilmem. Lazca ismini bilirim. Turkge karsiligini merakta etmedim
zaten. Babaannemin nedir o ¢cay cay, hirs meyvelerimizde gidecek.
Findik o zamanda 6nemliydi tabii. Findik, findik kabugu yakacak
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olarak kullaniliyordu, 6gutmusler zamaninda un bile yapmislar kitlik
donemi diye. ilkokul caglarimdan hafizamda kalan cayla ve meyve
ile baglantili.

Erhan Yasar Babalik: Ben de irfan’a bir sey gosterebilir miyim? Cay-
danlik gosterdi de onun asili oldugu klemuri!

Bellek basligindan sonra mobilite konusuna giris yaptik.

Esen Burcu Ozcan: Doktora tezim sinir mobilitesi tizerineydi. Nihan
ve Umut hoca gibi Gurcu gé¢cmen isciler Uzerinden bir sey yapabilir
miyiz diye danismanim ile konustuk. (...) 150 yillik bir sinir mobilitesi,
ama bunun karsilikli bir mobilite oldugunu, hafiza Uzerine sekille-
nen bir gundelik iliskiler agi oldugunu iddia ederek, buyuk bir idea
kuguk bir tezle doktorami bitirdik. (..) Nihan hocalarin bize yaptigi
sunum cok kiymetli bilgiler verdi. Onu bir tik daha ileri tasiyarak son
30 yillik iliski aglarina bakarsak (...) kapi acildiktan sonra, Sarptan
o6nce Sarptan sonra benim de mevzum. Sarptan sonra karsilasma
sahalarinda nasil bir iliski agi olustu Garcualer ve Turkler arasinda.
Aslinda postsovyet Ulkeleri vatandaslariyla Turkler arasinda daha
cok buna egildim. Nihan hocalarin yaptigi ve bize aktardigi sunum-
lardaki calismalarda daha cok Gurcu iscilerin piyasaya eklemlenme
bicimleri idi odaklandiklari nokta. Benimki biraz daha karsilikli ilis-
kilerde olusan hafiza tzerinde sekillendi. (...) Melek Hocanin soyle-
digi o karsilagsma sahalarinda nasil bir anlam insa ediliyor, nasil bir
hiyerarsi var? Cay ve cayla iliskilendirecek olursam benim kendi
kafamda bir ka¢ sorum var, belki de onun Uzerinden gitmek lazim.
Neden sadece bu iliski aglar vasifsiz, Gurculer ve Turkler arasindaki
bu karsilasma sahasi vasifsiz isci pazarinda ve ¢ayda oluyor. Bunu
daha baska iliski turlerine neden tasiyamiyoruz? Benim kafamda
¢cok buyuk bir soru. Mesela bunun Uzerine ¢ok dusuntdyorum ama
cevabini bulabildigim bir soru degildi. Bu iliski kurma bi¢imlerindeki
gegcicilik cok 6n plana ¢ikiyordu tezde. Bu baska bir odak noktasi
belki. Neden sinirin 6bur tarafiyla ortak bir cay kaltart varken, sade-
ce isci isveren iliskisinde gecici iligkiler kuruyoruz, kuruyor bu Dogu
Karadeniz'dekiler? Ben cok cay piyasasinin icinde degilim. Bunlar
biraz benim kafami kurcaliyordu. belki bu sorulari size yénelterek bir
tartisma ortami acarak ilerleyebiliriz.

Fatma Geng: Ben tezine ufak bir gbz atmistim, elinize saglik. (...) Cay-
dan 6nce, cay bu kadar yayginlasmadan énce Dodu Karadeniz'den
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Gurcistan tarafina mevsimlik isgilik olarak bir go¢ olduguna dair bir
kac yerde bir sey gérmustum. Ona dair bir bulgu ¢ikti mi? Merak ettim.

Esen Burcu Ozcan: itk ®nce sahaya girdiginizde Gurculerle ilgili bir
sey sordugunuzda ya da kapiyi sordugunuzda insanlar iki sey soy-
layor size. Gurculer buraya cay toplamaya gelir, Batum’a insanlar
turizm amacli gider veya ticaret i¢in. Bu Uc ayak, Ug iligki tara ¢ikiyor,
ama biraz daha destiginizde (...) bu ¢cok eski hikayelerle birlesiyor.
Bu hafizayi ortaya cikaran aslinda benden ¢ok sahada gorustugum
insanlardi. (...) Burda bir is adamiyla gérisme yapmayi istedim. Bana
ilk sordugu soru, senin géremedigin bir seyler vardir, anlat bakayim
bana ne buldun dediginde, sizin bu buldugunuz sey o iligkilerin
150 yillik gecmise dayandigini sdyledigimde evet benim de soyle-
digim buydu dedi. Sahada Dogu Karadeniz'den olmayan biri bunu
fark edemez seklinde ifade etmisti. Oraya dair iliskiler ¢ikiyor. Cok
da guzel cikiyor. Findikl'da mesela. Gurcistan, Batum boélgenin, bi-
raz daha geriden almak gerekirse ulasim aglarinin deniz Gzerinden
kurulmasi, hani karasal ulasimin bu kadar havayolu ve karayolunun
bu kadar yaygin olmamasi, o dénemin iligkilerinin Batum’la 6zellik-
le ¢cok sik oldugu yéninde. Denizyolu Uzerinden alisveristen tutun,
sizin dediginiz gibi buradan oraya is¢i piyasasi, buradan oraya isci
goturme, ticaret bunlarin hepsi var hocam.

Ozlem Sendeniz: Mobilizasyonu da bellekle baglayabilecegim ga-
liba. Bizim 2018'de sevgili Emek Yildinm ve benim derledigimiz bir
kitap vardi. Cok da guzel calismalari ile katilan arkadaslarin, hocala-
rin katkisiyla ortaya ¢ikmistl. Onun kapak fotografi burada. Fotogra-
fin kime ait oldugunu suan ben hatirlayamiyorum, Emek bulmustu,
arsivden ¢ikarmisti.

Esen Burcu Ozcan: Fotograf Batum tarafinda gekilmis Trabzon'dan
gecen cay iscileri.

Ozlem Sendeniz: 1915-17 yillar arasinda Trabzon'dan Gurcistan’a
Batum’a gitmis ve ¢ay toplayan kadinlarin fotografi. Biz bugiin mo-
bilitenin Gurcistan’dan buraya dogru olduguna aliskiniz ve bunun
icine dogduk ama tersine bir go¢ de vardi bir zamanlar. Bu donu-
sumsellik tamamen c¢ay tariminin akisi, merkez Gurcistan iken simdi
merkez Rize oldu. Emek piyasasi Rize merkezli oldu derken bir za-
manlar boyle degildi, belki gelecekte de olmayacak demek bu da
aslinda heyecanli.
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Esen Burcu Ozcan: Tam burdan suraya baglayabiliriz belki, burda
konusulan cay Uzerinden ya da hafiza Uzerinden ya da bellek tze-
rinden U¢ gundur konustugumuz bir toplumsal degisim dinamigi
anlatiyoruz aslinda. Dogu Karadeniz'in toplumsal degisim hikayesi-
ni anlatiyoruz. Siz bunu ¢ay Uzerinden okudunuz, ben bunu mobi-
lite Uzerinden okuyorum. Sizin dediginiz gibi benim iddiam ya da
ortaya koydugum tez su; burda bir sinir asimetrisi var. Ekonomik
iliskiler tzerinden giden, zaman zaman bu Batum’un son dénem tu-
rizm ¢ekmesi, biraz daha kualturel asimetriler Gzerinden, ekonomik
asimetriler zerinden burada bir sinir akisi var. Zaman zaman bu Tur-
kiye’den Gurcistan’a, donemin Sovyetler Birligi ya da dncesindeki
topraklarda devlet egemenligi ne dersek oradan bu tarafa olan ama
tarihi hemen hemen 150 yilini biz belgelerle okuyabiliyoruz.Belki
daha da derine gitsek daha da farkli seyler bulacagiz. Burada bir ilis-
ki agi yumagi var. Cay bunun son 30 yilinda, cayin piyasalasmasiyla
beraber sadece ¢ay ayag gindemimizde ama bunun bir édncesi var.
Fatma Hocamin belki cekmek istedigi yan buydu. Daha 6énceki Gur-
cistan piyasasl cayl, Cumhuriyet 6ncesinde cevirdigi icin buradan
oraya isci akisi oluyordu. (...) Sininin iki tarafinda pinpon topu gibi de-
gisen bir hikaye var aslinda. Topu o tarafa attiginiz zaman toplumsal
yasam, gundelik hayat burda sekilleniyor. Bu tarafa attiginiz zaman
burda sekilleniyor, mevzu bu. (...) Cevaplamak isteyen olursa su
soruyu tekrar etmek isterim: (...) Neden Gurculerle yasadigimiz do-
nemde kurdugumuz iliski sadece ¢ay Uzerinden? Bunu neden ¢esit-
lendiremiyoruz? Yani Dogu Karadeniz cografyasinda neden sadece
sinir iliskilerimizi vasifsiz is¢i, cay dememek lazim sadece buna, va-
sifsiz is¢i piyasasi Uzerinden déndurtyoruz?

S. Refika Kadioglu: Turkiye ve Gurcistan ile kulturel fark din yazan-
den ¢ok belirgin durumda. Bu benim yorumum. Burada insanlar
Gurculeri gordukleri zaman hemen alt sinif muamelesi gosteriyor.
Ben bu arada Dogu Karadeniz'de yasiyorum, Batum’a su anda 35
km. mesafedeyim. (...) Din ayriminin etkisi var diye dusunuyorum.
Esit gormuyor Gurcistanlilar ile Turkiyeliler birbirlerini. Bir isveren bir
isci pozisyonu ve dolayisiyla baska bir sey gelistirmek istemiyorlar
gibi geliyor. Bu bir yorum.

Esen Burcu Ozcan: Bu hiyerarside, eger bir hiyerarsiden soz ede-
ceksek kendimizi biraz daha ust konuma cekiyorsak, isveren ve isci
olarak konumlamada bu hiyerarside gériinenin 6tesinde bence en
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cok mobilite anlaminda degerlendirdigimizde en cok kaybeden
gene Dogu Karadeniz kadini oluyor Gurcu isciler olmuyor. Cay pi-
yasasindaki emek gucunu isciye kaptirmis oluyor. Cok tipik, kadinin
isgucu piyasasina baska anlamlarda katilmasini saglayamadigimiz
icin genel anlamda bu sefer kadinlarin sosyal yagsamda rol almasi
yonunden ¢ok kisirlagtigini gértyoruz. (...) Dogu Karadeniz'de bir
aylaklik da olusuyor.

Oguz Kurtoglu: Cay iscileri ile ilgili bir calisma yoktu ve bu gé¢cmen
iscilik konusunda Turkiye'de en ¢ok calisma yapan Kalkinma Atol-
yesi var (...) Ertan Karabiyik. Niye boyle oluyor vasifsiz is¢i Gzerin-
den? Tamamen ekonomik aslinda. 100 sene, 130 sene evvel Dogu
Karadeniz'de ekonomik durum nasil Carlik Rusyasi'ndan ¢ok daha
koétuydua ve insanlar oraya gitti pastahaneler kurduy, isci olarak gitti.
Tabii ki iliski sadece iscilik Uzerinden de kurulmuyor aslinda. Orman-
cilikla ilgili kapr agildigindan beri, hatta daha 6éncesinden bu 6len
ormanlarla ilgili calismalanmiz var. Daha 6énce Artvin'in butin mey-
veleri Coruh kanaliyla [Gurcistan’a] giderdi, ticari iliski kurulmustu.
Bu gidis boyle giderse 15-20 yil sonra gene ayni sey tersine done-
bilir. (...) Belki bizler oraya yaslilara bakmaya gidecegiz. Mesela siz
cay tarimi i¢in sdylediniz ama ¢ok ciddi bir yasli bakimi icinde bu
taraftan bir iliski var. Vasifsiz is¢i de degil, gelenler son derece vasif-
L. Bu iliskiler iyi kuruldu mu, bunu belirlemek lazim. Bizim evimizde
fayansla ilgili bir problem vardi. (...) iki isci de Gurcu'yd, ikisi de ok
iyi Turkce biliyordu. Biri Maslumandi biri Hristiyandi. Cay yaptik ve
iciyoruz. Saat on filan oldu, sohbet ediyoruz gayet guzel. Dedim ne-
reyi en ¢ok seviyorsunuz. Ben diger yerlerin ismini veriyorum, bel-
ki Arhavili oldugum igin, Arhavi dedi. Neden dedim. Hepsi Laz. Biri
Lazca da biliyor ¢ok iyi. Aynen sunu séyledi ve cok icim acimistir.
Bunu burda paylasmak istiyorum. Bize oralarda kdpek muamelesi
yapiyorlar dedi. (...) Bu utanilacak bir durumdur. (...) Benim 6zel bir
Gurcu sevicilik gibi bir seyim yok. Bizim komsularimiz. (...) Birbiri-
mize ¢ok benzer durumlarimiz da var. Bu ekonomik durum tersine
dondugu zaman, gog de tersine olacaktir. (...) Caydan énce ihlamur
(...) sadece cay icin yapilmiyordu. ahsabi cok degerli. Ozellikle arici-
likta gok kullanildig icin ihlamur yapiliyordu. (...) Ayrica bulundugu
yere ¢ok iyi golge veren, bioklimatik konfor agisindan da énemlidir,
odak noktasi olur. (..) Yine gaydan énce unutmayalim ¢ok guzel
pirinclikler, misirliklar vardi Dogu Karadeniz'de. Dika, dika neydi,
ama sonra bunlar cayla degisti. Bizde de Enes amca Ercument kar-
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desimin, dostumun babaannesi gibi Enes amca varmis komsu (...)
Kesmeyin cayi vaickomen ama lazuti kayi ickomen deyip cunku kit-
liktan gelmis olanlarin boyle bir tavri oldugunu da séylemis olalim.

S. Refika Kadioglu: Evet gecen hafta sevgili irfan piring, dari bunun
Uzerine acayip bir sunum yapti hocam.

Fatma Genc: Programi astik vakit olarak son bir s6z talebi var Zeki
Yildinm’in. Onu da alalim.

Zeki Yildirnim: Tesekkur ediyorum yasa ile ilgili ya da taslakla ilgili ko-
nusmayacagim ben sadece biraz dnceki sosyolojiile ilgili Gurculer-
le bizim bu taraftaki kapiyla olan iligkilerle ilgili birkag sey sdylemek
istiyorum. (...) Ozellikle bolgede Ruslarin Kafkas harbi ile baslayan
demografik yapida buytk bir degisim stz konusu oldu. Oncelikle
Cerkezlerle baslayan ve sonrasinda 1878 Osmanli Rus Harbi ile bir-
likte Batum’un kontrolunun, Kars Ardahan gibi Ruslara gegmesi an-
cak var olan Osmanli bakiyesi nufusunun hala orda devam etmesin-
den kaynaklanan ciddi iliskiler var. Neticede Batum Trabzon'a bagli
bir sancak,milletvekilleri var ve 1918 yilinda Batum’da bir halk oyla-
masi yapiliyor. Osmanli'ya bagli kalsin mi kalmasin mi diye. Brest Li-
tovsk Antlasmasi geregi ve o halk oylamasinda 19 yasindan buyuk
erkek secmenin, toplam 4312 segmenin 2669'u, Osmanli tarafinda
kalmayi istiyor, ama kisa sure sonra Ruslar bu antlasmayi tanimadi-
gini belirtiyor. Ve bolgeye giriyor malum Rize'ye kadar geliyorlar,
Trabzon'a. Bundan dolayi artik Batum’un antlasmayla birlikte Sov-
yet tarafindan kalmasindan dolayi kapilar kein bir sekilde kapaniyor,
demografik yapi buyuk élcude degisiyor. Musluman Gurculer, Laz-
lar Turkiye tarafina geliyor. Orada kalanlar da daha sonrasi kapila-
rin kapanmasindan, ihtilalden sonra Orada Asya’nin i¢ bélgelerine
suraluyor ve kontrol edilebilir, Tarkiye ile iligkileri tamamen kopan
bir hale geliyor. Normalde Batum Rize ile Karadeniz ile ¢ok yakin
iliskileri olan, ticari iliskileri devam eden, insanlarin orda esnaflik
yaptigi bir yer olarak biliniyor. Kapi agildiktan sonra artik uzun sure
birbiriyle iliski kuramayan din farki, belli 6lcude kulturel farklilik, bir
de esit sartlarda iliski kuramamaktan kaynaklanan bir farklilik ile ilis-
kiler zaman igerisinde belki de ileriye dogru daha saglikli bir zemine
oturabilir diye dusunuyorum.

Boylece forum ¢ay kanunu tasarisi, bellek ve mobilite basliklari altinda tg ana
aks Uzerinden ¢ayin dintne, bugunune ve yarinina dair birlikte s6z soyledigi-
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miz, caydan 6teye gectigimiz bir deneyim oldu. Kapanista Fatma Geng¢'in soy-
ledigi “"Herkese cok tesekkur ederiz hem calistaya sunum yapan degerli ka-
tiimeilarimiza hem bugun forumda s6z alan herkese, katilan izleyen herkese
tesekkurlerimizi sunuyoruz” ve Ozlem Sendeniz'in vurguladig “Evet demek
ki iki saat bize yetmeyecekmis ve bu ¢alistay hentiz bir baslangicmis” gibi ¢a-
listay, soylesiler ve forum hem katkilar ile bayuyen s6zin kiymetini ve hem de
caya dair daha calisilacak, Uretilecek daha ¢cok s6zUn oldugunu gostermistir.
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One of the formats we tried to comment in our online workshop and forum,
which emerged with maxim ‘Beyond Tea’ for go beyond tea, was the forum.
While virtual space offers polycentricity, it also deprives us of face-to-face
communication, we wanted to both increase the interaction as much as pos-
sible and to touch on the questions and topics that we did not address in the
workshops and conversation in our forum. Our aim was to involve people in
the process with more words. Since we came side by side with this motto,
we shared with the participants a method that we do not focus on a certain
result and that we value the process and sharing itself. Also, right at the be-
ginning of the session, we stated that we aim to bring together the unique
experiences of the participants, not with persuasion or polemics, and that we
aim to learn together from our differences and similarities. Even if there are
occasional wanders off the subject in the forum, we managed not to digress
too far from this acceptance in the main flow."

At our meeting held on April 17, the International Day of Farmer and
Peasant Struggles, the first word was used by Adnan Cobanoglu, the secre-
tary of the organization of Ciftci-Sen, which defends the food sovereignty of
the people.

Adnan Cobanoglu: | watched your event last week. People present-
ed some pretty good data. | would like to emphasize a few issues in
particular. Last week, the most common complaint in the speech-
es was the chemicals used in tea agriculture polluted the soil, air
and water. This is not limited to tea. As soon as industrial agricul-
tural practices started, all agricultural production in the world and
in Turkey started to cause similar pollution. Currently, one of the
most important causes of climate change is the industrialization of
agriculture. (...) These chemicals, which are used under the name of
productivity, create very serious problems over time. The solution to

1 (...)is used to indicate temporal jumps. Minor additions made to facilitate the reading
experience in the transition from oral to written expression are shown in italics. In addition, it
is possible to reach the deciphered speech on the youtube channel of the Gola Culture, Art and
Ecology Association.
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this is our traditional agriculture which we call agroecological pro-
duction. This traditional farming is a combination of husbandry and
plant production. The first period of tea was just such a process. (...)
Tea is an artificial ecosystem for the Black Sea. Again, this ecosys-
tem is being destroyed by human hands and chemicals. One of the
criticisms was that tea reduces the plant diversity there, it is true, but
this is not just tea-specific. As soon as food starts to engage in com-
modification in the whole agricultural production system, diversity
turns into monotype. (...) The current food system causes this. This
is what we call food sovereignty. Food sovereignty is the production
and consumption of producers and consumers in the light of agri-
cultural knowledge. (..) It interferes with the system that is trying to
be passed under the control of companies. (...) The most important
phenomenon that causes this is contract farming. This is exactly the
system they are trying to do in tea and hazelnuts and other prod-
ucts right now. By switching to the contracted system, the tradition-
al knowledge of the farmer is being devalued. For example, many
local governments distribute seedlings for production, but they dis-
tribute prepared seedlings. It does nothing that highlights the wis-
dom of the local seed produced by farmer. (...) On the other hand,
Ciftci-Sen says something else, [it says about] food sovereignty. (...
Food sovereignty is the people’s food sovereignty, that is, another
description of democratic relations. It is a struggle against polluting
the air, water and climate. It is also the food security of the people.
(..) I attended all your sessions last week. It's been good for me. It
also helped me understand the Black Sea pre-tea process better.
We knew the tea, we knew the history of the hazelnut, but we did
not know the previous agricultural process. Indeed, tea has adapted
to the Black Sea ecosystem. But, for example, with the construction
of HPPs, another ecological problem began to arise there. Vampire
butterfly... (...) In this sense, the line of struggle for food sovereign-
ty for us (...) is taking a stance towards the agricultural system pro-
duced with chemicals and energy investments that pollute nature
and cause climate change.

Thus, the forum was opened with the conceptualized food sovereignty issue,
which is a relevant subject is by an important field of struggle in the global
arena. With the second word, our route was turned into a current debate on
tea in the field of current national politics.
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Zeki Yildinm: (...) I think it is important to talk about where an issue
that will affect approximately one million people directly and the
economy of the country indirectly can go. (..) Tea agriculture has
a legal aspect that regulates all its activities, including its produc-
tion, operation and sale. | think that the discussions about this legal
aspect are not conducted on a very healthy basis due to political
and economic reasons. Information given to the community (...) [is]
extremely limited. In 1940, the first tea law was enacted. In 1971, the
Tea Institution Law was enacted. (...) In 1973, a General Directorate
was [established] (...) in Rize under the name of General Directorate
of Tea Enterprises. In 1984, the previous Tea Law was abolished to
reinvigorate the free market economy. (..) Tea was opened to the
private sector. (...) There have been positive and negative experienc-
es. (...) Could a case that may result in the privatization of CAYKUR be
the beginning of a disaster scenario for the future of tea and the peo-
ple of the region? (..) This draft was made public in 2009 in Ankara,
in the Federation of Rize Associations, and in Istanbul. To whom?
The Commodity Exchange was only concerned with the commerce
of tea, its import and export. (...) While the opinion of CAYKUR as the
state institution, which is the direct representative of the farmer,
and the chambers of agriculture as a public institution should pres-
ent opinion; but unfortunately, the draft of that day was prepared
with the view of the Commodity Exchange without the approval of
CAYKUR and the opinion of the important names of the private sec-
tor. (...) Even this draft includes CAYKUR's privatization [the question
arosel. (...) Draft (...) had some problems (...) both legally and for pro-
ducers, and even for the private sector. When that draft received a
serious reaction, politics could not protect it. (..) This year, for the
first time after 11 years, the Minister of Agriculture visited Rize, to-
gether with the parties of the Tea Council in the Rize Commodity
Exchange, together with the General Manager of CAYKUR, the com-
petent of the Ministry of Agriculture, the Rector of Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan University and the Rize Deputies it was announced that the
repetition of the Tea Law draft was put on the agenda, especially
after CAYKUR was transferred to the Wealth Fund a few years ago.
(...) The content of this draft of law was not shared with the public.
The structure, which is considered as a regulatory and supervisory
institution by the Stock Exchange, [is not] in accordance with the
Constitution in its current form. | can say that the obligation to make

313



314

Beyond Tea: From Field to Pot, Tea in Space and Memory

a contract for the [producers] will put the producers in serious trou-
ble. Because when the producers give the May tea and cannot get
the price, they will no longer be able to sell this tea to anyone else.
Being obliged to sell tea to the same producer for one year, even
though she or he cannot get money, will cause serious problems.
Fresh tea producers are required to renew their lands. (...) It was said
that the producer would be given breeding seedlings. However, it
is [important] that it is not said how this will be done, whether the
cost is calculated, whether it is paid or not, and that the work done
is tried to be hidden from the producers and the public. (...) | think
that the tea field will be handed over to companies that have mo-
nopolized internationally, beyond the private sector, and as a resuilt,
agricultural sovereignty and food sovereignty will be lost.

The regulations that the Draft Tea Law will bring and the fact that it is not
known much by the local people opened a topic that we should think about.
With Umut Ulukan’s “Are we moving to the contract farming model in tea?”
question, it was possible to elaborate the subject a little more.

Zeki Yildinm: With this draft, the contract farming model is being ad-
opted in tea. We are talking about a product that you cannot hold
for more than two days when you picked up, loses its edge and be-
comes tough when not picked up in one-year-old private sector sys-
tem without Caykur. (...) Therefore, this is an area where tea produc-
ers can be in a very difficult situation against the private sector. (...)
There is no regulation on what might happen if the fee is not paid.

Fatma Genc: The draft describes a system in which new actors such
as licensed brokers are defined by establishing a contracted ag-
riculture model and a tea exchange, dividing the actors in the ex-
change as dry tea producers and fresh tea producers. A structure in
which the farmer who cannot make a contract is actually excluded
from the system is detailed.

Zeki Yildinm: (...) The issue of dismantling and renovating tea farming
areasis also very serious. (...) The dismantling of tea gardens is not an
easy task. The cost is very high. (...) When tea ceases to be economi-
cal, asit was in Georgia for a while, we may face a situation that could
become tea trees to forests. Tea is no longer a product with econom-
ic value. There is not a very large area, there is no manpower.

Fatma Genc: The issue of seeds and the renewal of tea gardens is
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actually very important. (...) There are statements that the protocol
signed with the university points to a 5-year study. There is the issue
of creating a gene pool. The issue of producing a new tea prototype
with clones is very important. The name of the project is “Selecting
commercial tea varieties”, (..) and it seems to me that they are point-
ing to a danger as they will impose new tea varieties they produce
on the producer and take away the seed rights of the producer.

Zeki Yildinm: As far as | understand, there is an explanation that the
seedlings that have been breeding with the cutting method will be
used.

Engin Gozuacik: The institution related to the gene pool is work-
ing with TUBITAK. The tea clones in the region were scanned, from
Giresun to Borcka. Good products are taken from the good gardens
there, and the Research Institute is being renovated, these studies
are still continuing. | think this garden renovation will most likely
consist of them. | don’t think there is anything negative about it. This
is a good thing. (...) The tea gardens in our area need to be renovat-
ed, this is something that needs to be done. Since the production is
made with seeds constantly in our region, products with very differ-
ent characteristics are produced in the same garden. Some are ear-
ly, some are late, some are high efficiency, some are low efficiency.
Our aim is to grow products with higher quality and more shoots
here. (...) First it was 2000 varieties, the last will be reduced to 50
varieties. 50 good varieties will be produced and will be distributed
to the producer in some way in the future.

Saltuk Deniz: Is there a draft law out there? Is there a law proposal?

Hikmet Akgicek: Are Chambers of Agriculture, Agricultural Develop-
ment Cooperatives and other producer organizations considered
as actors in this law?

Oguz Kurtuoglu: The method of breeding in tea is mentioned. (...)
Something that happens in forestry too. (..) Is this done to increase
production or is it done for species that are resistant to climate
change or is it done so that the altitude is higher? Because all of
them have problems in terms of nature protection. It means the area
will expand, that is a problem anyway. There is a fertilizer problem.
A study conducted by Turan Yuksek shows that (...) 20-40% of the
fertilizer goes to the streams. Is it for more damage, or are we look
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after for something that have more intense flavor? Or are they ask
for species or races that are more suitable for their bioecology, de-
pending on the regions?

Zeki Yildinm: First of all, | am not against the Tea Law drafts. An an-
nouncement was made by the Rectorate of Rize Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan University on February 9, 2021, regarding the current draft
of the tea law, which is not shared with the public on the website of
the Rize Commodity Exchange. (...) | am making explanations about
it and what should be paid attention to the draft that came to the
agenda in 2008-9. On February 9, the university made a statement.
A study was carried out on the draft of the Tea Law, this study con-
sisted of four stages and the moved to fourth stage, in the last stage
working with the institutions, CAYKUR General Directorate, Rize
Commodity Exchange, Rize Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
Rize Chamber of Agriculture, National Tea Council, Chamber of Ag-
ricultural Engineers and including processed tea production and
some views were exchanged, and the details were not shared in
text to avoid speculation. There is still no text. (...) But in the end, it is
understood from the university’s statement that there is a draft text.
(..) Renewing, breeding and increasing the productivity of tea is an
important issue, but the regulations on how to do this need to be
clearly stated in the draft text or public statements.

Fatma Geng: In fact, only the studies conducted in 2008 and 2009
on the draft tea law are the texts we have. Others, | would like to
add it as the latest up-to-date information given to Zeki by the Gen-
eral Manager of CAYKUR, Yusuf Ziya Alim at the Public Enterprises
Commission. Alim informs us that work was carried out in 2008 and
2009, this work was not enacted, the draft was brought to the agen-
da again in 2013, a joint meeting was held with all stakeholders,
but they could not make any progress in the process because they
could not agree on the base price. Now, it is stated that Rize Recep
Tayyip Erdogan University, which is designated as the Tea Special-
ization University, continues to prepare the Tea Law Draft proposal.
(..) Except for the framework specified in the draft prepared by the
Rize Commodity Exchange, whose content is not clear, we have no
information other than to read between the lines about the informa-
tion of the new draft and what it will be like.

Saltuk Deniz: A draft started in 2008-2009 but was shelved in 2010
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with the rejection of the citizens in Rize. This draft is not just a text
of the law that 3-5 people talk together and suspend. At that time,
there were very serious discussions here. Tayyip Erdogan did not
hold over this offer, he said, “We were not aware of it”. It is a law that
the Stock Exchange is trying to bring to the agenda today. Produc-
ers have to come together to form the law of tea producers. There
are two forms of this law. In other words, a law needs to be enacted;
a law that not protects the rights of tea market, the private sector,
stock markets, etc., but only the rights of producers. The draft pre-
pared at the university is not our business. We recently submitted a
draft. The base price application for tea to be announced by CAYKUR
should be started. The private sector does not purchase tea below
the purchase price of fresh tea announced by the state. However,
our proposal for this law was rejected by the AKP and MHP deputies
in the parliament. Now we're going to make another move. (...) Be-
cause the draft that will be presented to us will be the same as the
draftin 2010. Because the stock market that made this bill of law has
not received the opinion of anyone else. We do not have to discuss
the results of the process we are not in. We do not accept such a
discussion. Apart from the law proposal they will impose on us, it
is necessary to create a new line of struggle for a law that protects
the rights of the producers themselves. | think we should not even
talk about the bill of law that Zeki talked about. Talking about that
bill of law and trying to explain the articles there may be academi-
cally correct, but it is wrong in terms of practice itself. Because it is a
rejected proposal. It is an offer that is rejected by almost all political
parties and all political formations. At that time, we collected nearly
ten thousand signatures in Ardesen for the rejection of that text. We
are trying to integrate this with the public, but there is a problem in
Rize. None of NGO in Rize supports our calls. The biggest problem
of the producer in Rize is no matter what you say, they are minding
this: When | sell my tea, how much does the private sector pay for
my tea? We are proposing legislation on this. Believe me, no one
has an explanation for this. There is no one to support, producers
and NGOs are silent on this issue. Now they are discussing the price.
It's important to have a price discussion right now, but it's one of the
efforts to drop the subject. | think it would be better if we waited a
little longer for our citizens and NGOs to have a say in this matter,
for our people who have something to say in this matter to take a
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louder and clearer attitude on the matter at hand.

Berrin Erttrk: Two things | understand from what I've heard are
quite worrying. First, drafts are being prepared on tea as if there is
no producer. | conclude that the producer should make their voice
heard. (...) Second, of course, that is also a bit of a worrying point,
opening up new areas for tea production. What we call agriculture
is an intervention to nature. The more aware we are as farmers and
we do this thing with causing less damage, the more ecologically
we can produce. | think the Black Sea Region is a region where the
land is limited, it is a forested region; if it means a little more cutting
and destruction of the forests, it is very pathetic of course. | think
it is necessary to be very vigilant and keep the damage to a mini-
mum. Now it was mentioned in last week’s conversations, tea is a
commodity. It is produced as a commaodity. Therefore, of course, the
producer is only concerned about how many liras | earn in this case.
In fact, we all experience this contradiction as farmers. Because you
are destroying something somewhere, you are growing something,
and there is a problem with making a living and making money with
it. The only calculation the farmer does is how many liras | can earn
from an acre. When it comes to this point, big mistakes occur. It is
also economically wrong. The farmer must first grow own food.
Farmers must produce which will sell excess and replace with other
things. But farmers do not do this, now the farmer is thinking how
many liras can earn from an acre. Of course, when it turns into this,
a lot of problems arise. First of all, it goes out to be alienated from
what you produce, to see it only as money and how much | get, how
many kilograms, how many tons, how much money is converted
into account. (..) It is only about how many liras did you earn? (...)
Tea has now become the plant of that region. In other words, we
cannot even imagine the geography of Rize without tea, as Adnan
just said. Also, it is very beautiful. | went once, those green tea gar-
dens, towards the hills, were so beautiful. (...) In other words, the tea
tree is now the product of that place. On the other hand, we know
that some things are lost. A self-sufficient order was abandoned.
In fact, it is not that difficult, one homestead is enough to meet all
the vegetable needs of a family. But the farmer does not do this be-
cause always calculates how much money she/he earns. In other
words, while growing tea, they also take care of cows, vegetables
and earn food from soil. We often overlook this simple calculation. |
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think it is necessary to explain it to the producers first of all.

Comments on agricultural activities before tea, which irfan Cagatay men-
tioned in his presentation at the workshop, carried the course of the forum
from inside the daily politics to the outside and our focus turned to yesterday.

iffan Cagatay: Last week we talked briefly. (..) People have a per-
ception that the times before tea do not exist. It’s like tea was always
here. Because at least my generation grew up with tea. Tea has
been in Rize for several generations. It is a product that is very much
inour lives, as if it has been in the lives of our people for all centuries.
On the contrary, tea is a very new product. There were questions,
a friend asked, “What was the consequence of kiwi cultivation?”
Kiwi really came as an alternative to tea in the 90s. People planted
kiwi instead of tea in plain gardens. Some even abscise tea apart. In
some gardens, tea was at the bottom and kiwi at the top which is ac-
tually like a tradition. The traditional farming practice is well known
to the public. A type of crop is not planted in a garden, several types
are planted. Next to corn, black cabbage are planted and beans are
also planted. There is not only a corn field, only a bean field in our
country. They did this. They said to have tea at the bottom and kiwi
at the top. But kiwi is a very branching plant. It prevented the tea
from getting sunlight. The crop of tea fell in the shadow. But kiwi
was enough to compensate for the tea. For several years the prod-
uct made good profits. The product made good profits but it fell
into the hands of merchants. While it was 10 liras-15 liras per kilo in
Istanbul, people had to sell them for 2 or 3 liras there. Thereupon,
kiwis, especially Ardesen’s kiwi, were very successful and they cut
it. They returned to the tea. (...) Because they think that tea has a
buyer anyway. | think one of the biggest problems right now is in-
heritance. This is the constant fragmentation of tea plantations. (...)
This is problematic for the sustainability of tea and agriculture in the
region. (...) As we inherited from our traditional agriculture, after the
tea was cut and pruned, beans, tomatoes and corn were planted
between the tea plants. | don’t think this happens anywhere in the
world to plant beans, zucchini and corn between the tea fields. Be-
cause in our country, there is an agriculture that has been wanted to
be done from the past, but it cannot be done due to the lack of land
and the agricultural land is very limited. (...) You go to the highland,
what is there in the highland, there is oil, cheese, cream, yoghurt,
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but there are danone brand milk boxes everywhere. Yogurt is sold,
butter comes from BIM. An interesting situation has happened in
our country.

Erciment S. Cervatoglu: | would like to share what is on my mind,
how | perceive “Beyond Tea.” | wanted to make a comment for your
nice discussions. (..) When it comes to tea, it is necessary to de-
scribe a role in our life in coming to this day. Wouldn't we have been
able to capture this role without it? No, but when we discuss it cycli-
cally, the Eastern Black Sea Region is a region that has citrus fruits,
especially in Rize, that fruit, citrus fruit that we do not know but we
read that it existed in the past and that we heard from our ancestors,
in fact, it is a city that carries out its commercial activities in a closed
economy with traditional natural agriculture. | see tea as a some-
what economical product, (...) more fortunate than other agricultur-
al products. After tea entered our lives and turned into an industrial
state, it brought us economic welfare with technological develop-
ments, whether we wanted it or not. And for myself, this product has
gave my family a little more economic prosperity. But unfortunately,
of course, | tried to listen to Adnan as much as | can about tradition-
al agriculture. 1 was on the street. The creation of food sovereignty
is very important for the creation of food security. We didn’t think
much about it and we couldn’t carry out much work. We couldn’t
sustain natural, traditional agriculture itself in tea, wasn't it sustain-
able? Or did we choose an easier production relationship? Or was
it politically difficult? We need to ask ourselves all these questions.
Why? In fact, we have given up traditional natural farming itself. On
September 12, Kenan Evren banned scissors. Knives were made
from wood, people used wooden knives to pick more tea, | remem-
ber we called it “drapani”. We used wooden sickles, steel sickle,
knife and scissors because they make marks. Because of the fear
of the brutal structure of September 12, when the citizen cut it with
sickles from wood, it was peeled a little as if it was picked by hand.
(..) Fertilization has been a problem for years. | agree with Saltuk’s
concerns and discourse in the tea law. They were trying to prepare
a draft law in which there were no producer and producer organiza-
tions. And it was not accepted by the mass organizations, nor by the
political parties. (...) But the soil is polluted with fertilizer. Secondly,
tea brought more money than other agricultural products. Actual-
ly, we should do more of our own self-criticism. My father started
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to make illegal tea plantations next to the licensed tea plantations
to get more money. As we make illegal tea plantations, let’s leave
aside the exploitation of the peasant or producer by the capital in
the production relations, let’s leave the exploitation of the state, but
in this exploitation relationship, while there is no struggle to buy tea
with enough charge, while there is no struggle for the development
and protection of natural traditional agriculture, we have turned to
the easy one, more tea plantations, and it was the economic pros-
perity that we obtained from the sale of tea, which we obtained from
many tea plantations. At this point, | am one of those who believe
that we should all go back and discuss how we rendered the possi-
bilities that nature offers us to a brutal industrial state like this.

Erhan Yasar Babalik: As irfan said, the lands are divided into small
parts. It can finish farming. (...) The lands and tea gardens here are
being destroyed by brutal quarries. (..) For example, it was gory
when | saw Menguna Waterfall way in Arhavi. A huge area has been
cut for quarry and how can one kill it?

This part of the forum digresses from the politics of the present and focuses
on the image of tea in recollection and memories.

Ozlem Sendeniz: Tea before tea. (...) While we were preparing for
this workshop, dear Refika and irfan were saying that the genera-
tion known as the silent generation based on the compilations they
made in the field, those born in the 40s, remember linden when
tea is mentioned. They said we could talk about the tea before tea.
From that day | was very excited to talk about this in the forum. Lin-
den is a beverage with honey in it, for me, we drink when the winter
comes, itis atea that is a little like a medicine and is not in daily life. It
is not a by-product of breakfast, something that complements it, but
rather, as you remember Evun’s presentation, is everything. | could
see a difference between that tea and this tea. But the story of re-
membering to drink the tea before this tea, by constantly heating it,
and the fact that it has such a smell that takes to working on memory
people from another place. (...) In memory studies, many references
are made to Proust in his work In Search of Lost Time, whole story
was beginning in his introduction when he sees a madeleine bis-
cuit in tea and remembers his childhood. Because both madeleine
and linden become another stimulant with different scents. And
that moment when this linden actually connects to this place of our
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memory actuation was a lot of fun for me and it sounded like a good
intersection. I'm a little curious about what are your memories of the
tea before the tea.

Fatma Genc: Actually, | grew up with tea. Although my father was al-
ways in the city because he was a teacher, we would definitely go to
Ardesen every tea time. There is one thing | remember as well. There
is always a teapot on the stove in the house. There is no part where
we boil water under it. In the morning, as soon as my grandparents
get up, they put linden in it and we actually eat or drink it for break-
fast. The reason | say we eat it is (...) because my grandfather used to
crumble bread into it. He would put in sugar and eat it for breakfast.
Then he continued this habit in black tea. (..) When did tea actually
enter our lives as consumption good? For example, we did not have
the habit of consuming too much black tea. It was used when the
guests arrived. It was served as if it were something special. All | re-
member is linden. | thought I'd make such an intro. Maybe there will
be other people to tell hisslher memory.

S.Refika Kadioglu: | would like to add to what you said about linden,
my dear Fatma. (...) We were also throwing butter in linden, right?

Fatma Genc: Yes, | overlooked, | forgot about it.

S. Refika Kadioglu: It is very important because it melts so fast and
then the bread is crumbled and eaten. We used to put honey in-
stead of sugar and ate it. At that time, butter, linden and honey come
completely from nature, from where the locals know. And this linden
has such an effect, dear Ozlem, when she said memory, the percep-
tion of tea, from linden to tea, came to mind. Now, in my interviews
with a group of people, let's say, 65-70 years old, the next genera-
tion, there is the following discussion about how to brew tea in the
Black Sea, strangely. And one group still insists on brewing dried
tea powder in boiling water, just like they do with linden. Still first
water, then tea. Tea drinkers know that tea is moistened with steam
and poured over hot water. But in the Black Sea, (...) they insist on
throwing dried tea powder into boiling water. | think it came to my
memory that it was a tradition from the linden culture. | was tickled
when irfan was talking about tea. There is a cute joke that | want to
share. While dear Ercument was talking, | wanted to tell you. -I'm
not sure of her full name- Aunt Hevva is said to be still in Ardesen.
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She picks her tea as quickly as she can see and takes it to the buy-
ing center. Of course, tea was selected there, you know, there was
a time people rampaged and raged, everyone was weeding their
fardels around the buying center and so on everyone was angry.
I'm sure you are familiar to that image. She took her fardel which
is on our poster and put it on the weighbridge, it's a little crooked
‘enceyi genceyi’. “Aunt Hevva what is this? Take it out and weed it”
said friends in the buying center. They said “Can this be bought like
this, it's full of sweeps.” Aunt Hevva made a move like “what are you
talking about”. They said “Aunt don't you hear, it's full of sweeps,
quickly weed it and bring it” again. Aunt Hevva took two guns out
of her pocket. I'm sorry, but | don’t like the concept of guns. She
put two guns on the weighbridge and said “Son, my ear can’t hear
well, tell it to them”. As one of these lived stories, it is told quite a
lot in Ardesen. | also like it very much, “I cant hear well, tell this to
the gun”. What we witnessed while working on the ‘Fruit Heritage
Project’ was very interesting, we experienced interesting things. Of
course, the main entrepreneur and long-time veteran of this work is
irfan Cagatay. He studies Laz language and is a linguist. Fruit names
also come on irfan’s way when he works at Lazca. There are about
70-odd pears named in the list. When irfan and we started this
project in the Eastern Black Sea region, we reached the real guide
information with this. There is also a desire among Laz that all the
names of fruits are in Laz, | say for our field of study, there is a fruit for
nearly every month in the geography where Laz lives, and they per-
sistently want to make their memories by counting months. March
is that, Aprilis... Then again, they will say that she was sniping about
tea, but it caused an incredible degeneration. The transition from
a culturally self-sufficient, incredibly powerful lifestyle to a com-
pletely money-oriented lifestyle makes me very sad. | wish we could
stay in balance while farming, as our dear Berrin and Adnan refer.
If we could look out of nature and also human culture. Let’s look at
the importance of the culture in which there are so many precious
fruits, where the fruit is so important, and where a nayla-like cellar
has a huge garden area in order to be fed with it throughout the
winter and even to dry and consume them. There is a sprawl area for
pumpkins, apples and pears. It also shows the importance of fruits
in this culture. After that time, we turned into people who cut down
100-150 years old fruit trees because they cast a shadow on the tea.
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Fruit trees close to the houses and fruit trees are cut first, right, irfan?

irfan Cagatay: Because fruit trees are placed around the gardens,
planted in the hamlets, etc. Then, when tea is planted around the
house in the places where these hamlets are located, it casts shade
first, and secondly, the leaves of the trees fall, thus both decrease
performance and it is necessary to weed out the extra tree leaves.
After all, we find the pear in the market anyway and no one can climb
the trees, the trees are not loped, tended, they are cut because their
fruits are low.

S. Refika Kadioglu: When they were connected the tea agricul-
ture and economy network, the local people left their homes, their
stuffed stone houses and gardens. (...) And then the sharecropping
system came to the area. The first thing the splitters did was cut
down the fruit trees. It was to cut down the nearest tree and keep
warm. Both because they haven't any cultural relationship (...) and
to provide wood from the vicinity.

irfan Cagatay: | want to show that: this is gaynik, ¢cani. It would hang
from here, stand on the fire, it would boil all day. | think this is my
great- grandfather's. It is hereditary to me. It was made of copper,
water was put into it, tea was put into it, and it was boiled. As the wa-
ter decreased, water was added, and as the tea decreased, tea was
added. It would stay for days.

Erciment S. Cervatoglu: When Refika told me, | thought of my
grandmother, so | said I'm going to refresh that memory. Of course,
| would like to continue in Laz language, nayla, fruits are picked in
summer and autumn. Canca, after the corn is picked, corn silk is not
thrown away, it sprawls there, and covered to prevent them from rot-
ting in winter. There is also a connection with tea. Grandma, | know
myself of course, as far as | remember, | don’t remember the exact
words, but what | remember was this: She would send it to Serender
and send it to nayla when the guest came. Egeni came, she sent.
Said ‘nayladan kogegiyi’, ‘get out and get some fruit’ but it's close
to winter. It was the conversation or something that reached my
ears: “"Munogon, munogon c¢ayi, te tarafi gayi hackuman, giyidi ko-
mundinanen, zuliti komundinanen”. And where are we actually at?
We are chasing money for what tea is. An illiterate woman, who has
probably seen very little of the town outside the village, actually she
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nailed us the reality from that day. She said our greed, the greed of
mankind that day. She said ‘Cayi ickomeni, aha ockomoni’. That's
not the words, but that’'s what | remember. Memory is of fruit trees
before tea. | still do not know the Turkish names of some fruit trees
and birds. | know the name of Laz. | didn't even wonder about their
Turkish names. My grandmother said that passion for tea will go
into our fruits. Of course, hazelnuts were important at that time. The
nutshells were used for firing, even flour during the time of famine. It
is associated with tea and fruit, which | remember from my primary
school days.

Erhan Yasar Babalik: Can | show Irfan something? He showed the
teapot the klemuli which hung it.

After the memory title, we started the mobility issue.

Esen Burcu Ozcan: My PhD thesis was on border mobility. We talked
to my advisor to see if we could do something about Georgian mi-
grant workers like Nihan and Umut did. (...) We finished my doctor-
ate with a small thesis on a big idea, claiming that itis a 150-year-old
border mobility, but that it is a mutual mobility, a network of daily
relationships shaped on memory. (...) The presentation made by Ni-
han gave us very valuable information. If we take it a step further and
look at the relationship networks of the last 30 years (...) after the bor-
der gate was opened, before Sarp, after Sarp, it is also my topic. After
Sarp what kind of a network of relations was formed between the
Georgians and the Turks in the meeting point? Actually, | turn more
towards the topic between the citizens of post-soviet countries and
the Turks. In the presentations made by Nihan and Umut the point
they focused more on was the way Georgian workers were attend to
the market. Mine was a little more formed on the memory of mutual
relations. (...) What kind of a meaning is built in those meeting points
that Melek Hoca said, what kind of hierarchy is there? If | relate it
to tea, | have a few questions in my mind, maybe | should go over
it. Why only these networks of relations are unskilled, this meeting
point between Georgians and Turks takes place in the unskilled la-
bor market and in tea. Why can’t we carry this to other types of rela-
tionships? It's a big question in my mind. The temporality of these
forms of relationship was very prominent in the thesis. Maybe that's
another focus point. Why do we contact temporary relations only in
the employer-employee relationship, while there is a common tea
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culture with the other side of the border, these people in the East-
ern Black Sea Region do? I'm not much engaged in the tea market.
These were a bit confusing to me. Maybe we can move forward by
opening a discussion by asking these questions to you.

Fatma Geng: | leaf through your thesis, it is a good job. (...) Before tea
became so widespread, | realized for a few places that there was a
seasonal labor migration from the Eastern Black Sea to Georgia. |
wondered, is there anything about it?

Esen Burcu Ozcan: When you first enter the field and ask about
Georgians, or when you ask about the gate, people tell you two
things. Georgians come here to pick tea, people go to Batumi for
tourism or trade. These three legs, three types of relationships come
out, when you dig for this topic, this connects very old stories. Actu-
ally, it was the people | met on the field that brought out this memo-
ry rather than me. (...)  wanted to interview a businessman here. The
first question he asked me was, “there is something you can't see,
tell me what you found”. When | said that this is what you found,
those relationships go back 150 years, he said “yes, that's what |
said, too”. He stated that someone who is not from the Eastern Black
Sea Region could not notice this. Relationships are out there. It's
very apparent, for example, in Findikli. Georgia, Batumi region, to
take a little back, the establishment of transportation networks over
the sea and the fact that airways and highways were not so com-
mon, is that relations of that period with Batumi were particularly
frequent. Shopping over the seaway, like you said, worker transfer,
labor market, trade, all of these are there.

Ozlem Sendeniz: | guess | can also connect mobilization with mem-
ory. In 2018, there was a book that was compiled by dear Emek
Yildinm and me. It has been brought out with the contribution of
friends’ and professors’ good works. Here is its cover photo. | can’t
remember right now who the owner of the photo is. Emek found it,
filtered out from the archive.

Esen Burcu Ozcan: Tea workers came from Trabzon, photographed
in Batumi.

Ozlem Sendeniz: Photograph of women who went to Batumi from
Trabzon between 1915 and 1917 and picked tea. Today, we are
familiar with mobility from Georgia to here. And we were born into
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this, but there was also a remigration once. This transformation is
all about the aspect of tea agriculture. While the center was Geor-
gia, now the center is Rize. When we say that the labor market was
based in Rize, it was not like this once, maybe it will not happen in
the future. This is actually exciting.

Esen Burcu Ozcan: Maybe we can connect it from here. We are
talking about a dynamic of social change that we have been talking
about for three days over the tea spoken here or over memory or rec-
ollection. We tell the story of social change in the Eastern Black Sea
Region. You study this on tea, | study it on mobility. As you said, my
claim or thesis | come up with is this idea; there is a boundary asym-
metry here. There is a border flow here through economic asym-
metries, which sometimes goes through economic relations, this is
Batumi’s recent tourism. From time to time, from Turkey to Georgia,
what we call state sovereignty in the lands of the Soviet Union or
before, we can read almost 150 years of history with documents.
There is a network of relationships here. Tea has been in the last 30
years of this. With the marketization of tea, only the tea part is on our
agenda, but there is a before. Maybe this was the part that Fatma
wanted to handle. Since the previous Georgian tea market was alive
before the Republic, there was a flow of workers from here to there.
(..) There is a story that changes like a ping pong ball on both sides
of the border. When you throw the ball to that side, social life, daily
life takes form. When you throw it on the other side, this part takes
form, that's the point. (...) If anyone wants to answer, | would like to
repeat this question: (...) why is contact with Georgians only through
tea? Why can’t we diversify it? In other words, why do we only get
in touch to our border only through the coolie in the Eastern Black
Sea region, not about tea, through only the unskilled labor market?

S. Refika Kadioglu: The cultural difference between Turkey and
Georgia is very distinct because of religion. This is my comment.
When people see Georgians here, they directly treat them as lower
class. By the way, | live in the Eastern Black Sea Region. | am at 35 km
distance from Batumi at the moment. (...) I think difference in religion
have an effect. Georgians and Turkish people do not see each other
asvaluable. It is an employer-employee relationship. So, it seems like
they don’t want to develop anything else. This is my comment.

Esen Burcu Ozcan: In this hierarchy, if we are going to talk about a
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hierarchy by pulling ourselves to the top position, beyond what is
seen in this hierarchy in positioning as employer and worker, | think
when we evaluate it in terms of mobility, the Eastern Black Sea wom-
en lose the most, not Georgian workers. The labor power in the tea
market is lost in favor of the worker. It is very typical, since we cannot
ensure that women participate in the labor market in other ways, in
general we see that women are deprived of their role in social life.
(..) It causes idleness in Eastern Black Sea Region.

Oguz Kurtoglu: There wasn't any study about tea workers. And
there is the Development Workshop that has the most work on this
migrant labor in Turkey. (...) Ertan Karabiyik. Why is this happening
to coolie? It's totally economical actually. 100 years ago, 130 years
ago, the economic situation in the Eastern Black Sea Region was
much worse than in Tsarist Russia. People went there, founded bak-
eries, go as a worker. Of course, the relationship is established not
only through labor. We have been working on these dying forests
since the gate was opened, even before. Previously, all the fruits of
Artvin consign to [Georgia] via Goruh raceway. Commercial relation
was established. If this trend continues, 15-20 years later the same
thing may be reversed. (...) Maybe we'll go there to look after the
elder ones. You said about tea farming, but there is a relationship
from this side in a very serious elderly care. They are not coolie. They
are skilled worker. This contact is keeping in well or not, we have
to determine it. There was a problem with the tiles in our house. (...)
Both workers were Georgians and both spoke Turkish very well.
One was Muslim, one was Christian. We made tea and we drink it.
It was about ten o’clock, we were chatting very well. | said, where
do you like the most? | am naming other places, maybe because
I am from Arhavi, he said Arhavi. | asked why. All Laz. One of them
knows Laz very well. That's exactly what he said and it hurt so bad
in my heart. | want to share this here. “They treat us like we are dogs
there,” he said. (...) This is something to be ashamed of. (...) | haven't
such thing as a special Georgian loveliness. They are our neighbors.
(..) We also have very similar situations. When this economic situa-
tion is reversed, remigration will start. (...) Before tea linden was (...)
not just made for to drink. Its wood is very valuable. (...) Linden was
planting so much, especially since it is used in beekeeping. (..) It is
also important in terms of bioclimatic comfort, giving a very good
shade to the place where it is located, it becomes focus. (..) Again,
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before the tea, don’t forget, there were beautiful rice and corn fields
in the Eastern Black Sea Region. Dika, what was dika, but then
these were replaced with tea. We also had Uncle Enes, Enes, like
the grandmother of my brother and friend Ercument. (...) Do not cut
cayi vaickomen ama lazuti kayi ickomen said. Because those who
have come from famine have such an attitude.

S. Refika. Kadioglu: Yes, last week, dear irfan made terrific presenta-
tion about rice, corn, dear professor.

Fatma Geng: We are past the schedule. Zeki Yildirnm want to say af-
terword.

Zeki Yildinm: Thank you, | will not talk about the law or the draft. I'm
just going to talk about sociology, about sociology and the Geor-
gians. I'd like to say a few words about our contact with the gate on
this side. (...) Especially in the region, there was a great change in
the demographic structure that started with the Caucasian war of
the Russians. There are serious relations that started with the Circas-
sians and then, with the Ottoman Russian War of 1878, the control of
Batumi -like Kars, Ardahan- passed to the Russians, but the existing
Ottoman population still lived there. After all, Batumi was a sanjak of
Trabzon and it had deputies. In 1918, a referendum was held in Ba-
tumi. To stay connected to the Ottoman Empire or not? According
to the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, and in that referendum, 2669 out of
4312 male voters over the age of 19 wanted to stay on the Ottoman
side, but soon the Russians stated that they did not recognize this
treaty. And they enter the region, they come as far as Rize, Trabzon.
Therefore, Batumi is left by the Soviet with the treaty and the gate
was definitely closed and the demographic structure is changing
drastically. Muslim Georgians and Laz are coming to Turkey. Those
who stayed in there were driven to the inner parts of Asia after the
closing of the gate and after the revolution, and they could be con-
trolled and their relation with Turkey became completely detached.

Thus, the forum was an experience where we talked together about the past,
present and future of tea through three main axes under the titles of tea law
draft, memory and mobility, and we were in ‘beyond the tea’. In the closing,
Fatma Geng said, “"We would like to thank everyone, thank you very much to
our valuable participants who made presentations to the workshop, and to
everyone who spoke at the forum today, and to everyone who participated
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and watched” and Ozlem Sendeniz emphasized that “Two hours would not
be enough for us and this workshop is just the beginning”. The workshop,
conversation and forum showed the value of the word that grows with contri-
butions and there are more words to say about tea.
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Bir Yudum Bekleyis...

"Gola gonullusu ilkay Nisanci hocamiz, calistayimiza Bir Yudum
Bekleyis belgesel filminin soylesisi ile katilmistir. Kitap icinde séylesinin
onda biraktidi izleri yazmak istemis ancak takviminin yogunlugundan
otura yaziyr kaleme alamamistir. Kitap hazirliklari devam ederken
Turkiye'de cevre mucadelelerinin kaydini tutan Nisanci’'nin ¢alismasi
cok yakinda bir internet platformunda yayinlanacak. Bizler de ilkay
hocanin kamerasinin odaklandigidogada hem hem cevre micadeleleri
bakimindan hem de yasamin bizatihi paylasani olarak nasil birbirimize
bagli oldugumuzu; sudaki baliktan, gékteki kustan, topraktaki kurttan
daha az ya da cok canli olmadigimizi hatirlayarak bir seyri aleme
dalacagiz.”
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anTEAcipation...

"Gola volunteer ilkay Nisanci attended our workshop with the
conversation of the documentary film anTEAcipation. He wanted to
put the conversation on paper for the book. However, he could not
write the article due to the busy schedule. While the preparations for
the book continue, Nisanci’s work, which records the environmental
struggles in Turkey, will be published on aninternet platform very soon.
How we are connected to each other both in terms of environmental
struggles and as the sharers of life in nature, where ilkay Nisanci's
camera focuses; remembering that we are not more or less alive than
the fish in the water, the bird in the sky, the worm in the land, we will
watch.”
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